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There are other questions our greatest 
leaders have asked without answers. 
Why is there evil? Why isn’t there obvi-
ous divine justice? Sometimes asking 
and pondering over these questions is 
more important than having the answers.  
To ask questions is to care about the truth 
and to believe in the value and importance of 
our role in this world. To question the mitz-
vot is what drives us to understand them. 
To question evil is what drives us to fight it.  
How fortunate we are to be part of a tradi-
tion that values and encourages questions. 
Stay curious and keep asking!

Menachem 
Kramer
11th Grade, Ramat 
Beit Shemesh

The Protection That Peace 
Provides

In the middle of this week’s parsha, we 
are told about the death of Ahron. We see 
that Am Yisrael was deeply affected by 
this news and every household, man and 
woman, mourned the loss for 30 days. 
The question that arises from this is what 
warranted such an extreme reaction from 
the people, which was unlike any other 
reaction that took place after the deaths of 
other leaders? 

The answer can be found by analyz-
ing a singular character trait that Ahron 
embodied, which was a drive for Shalom/

Shlomo Rayman 
Beit Shemesh  
Chapter Director
Sweet Taste of 
Curiosity

Growing up, when someone in my 
family asked a worthy question, it was 
declared a ‘Slurpee Question’ and they 
were rewarded with a large slurpee from 
7-Eleven. The excitement my parents had 
over clever questions combined with 
the delicious taste of carbonated-sug-
ar-water played a significant role in my 
love for learning, my curiosity, and my 
sweet tooth. Looking back, this is actu-
ally quite counterintuitive. One would 
expect parents to reward answers! Where 
does this love for questions come from?  
The mitzvah of parah aduma is filled with 
enigmas. A cow is used, despite its resem-
blance to the golden calf. The kohanim 
who prepare the ashes and purify oth-
ers, become impure themselves. The cow 
is slaughtered outside the Beit Hamik-
dash, something normally forbidden.  
Though, the biggest enigma is that histo-
ry’s smartest person, Shlomo Hamelech, 
didn’t have an answer! I’m sure that in 
this publication alone, there are mul-
tiple answers to these very questions.  
Sometimes we are too quick to offer 
superficial answers and we minimize the 
importance of dwelling on a question. 
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Peace. Rashi explains that Ahron was 
a “Rodef Shalom,” or pursuer of peace 
within Am Yisrael, and actively strove to 
settle arguments between people. We also 
know that the Ananei Hakavod, which had 
been protecting Bnei Yisrael in the desert, 
were brought in Ahron’s merit, and Rashi 
explains that they disappeared when he 
died. This left Am Yisrael susceptible to 
attacks from other nations like we see in the 
following pasuk that says that a Canaanite 
nation fought with Bnei Yisrael immedi-
ately following the death of Ahron, because 
the Ananei Hakavod had disappeared.

 The reason that this explains the extended 
mourning of Ahron is that Ahron was the 
generator of peace within the nation. His 
actions allowed for an atmosphere of peace 
to be produced around the nation, and in 
the merit of the peaceful surroundings the 
Ananei Hakavod were brought to protect 
the nation. However, when Ahron died, 
the nation lost their source of the peaceful 
atmosphere and protection that emerged 
from that atmosphere, and as a result 
mourned that loss greatly. 

From here we can learn the importance 
of creating peace between people and 
settling arguments. Just as the Ananei 
Hakavod protected Am Yisrael in the des-
ert and flattened the roads for them in the 
merit of the peace within the nation, so too 
when we come together and stop arguing 
we will be protected from all problems and 
the path forward will be much smoother. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Best Listings in and around Jerusalem

Yitchak Kowalsky

One of the Last Plots Available in Eden Hills
*10 Minutes away from RBS!

Eden Hills is the new and upcoming 
modern Orthodox community near RBS. 

 
Plot of 800 sqm, Can build 507 sqm on 4 levels
Large wrap around garden (Option for a pool)

 
 

054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

Great Investment 
Opportunity in

Katamonim
2 bedrooms, 1.5 bath, balcony

Wheelchair accessible 
Shabbos elevator, 
Parking & storage

Amazing Private Arab
House on Tel Hai Street

5 rooms, 200 sqm,
Built on one level, 

Completely renovated

Freestanding House
in Efrat

On Hagefen St.
Ove 400 sqm on 4 levels

2 separate units
Asking price upon request

Efrat

Eden Hills

For Rent 


