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We believe in the power 
of tefillah. The time we take 
each day to daven not only 
provides us with a set time 
for connecting to the Borei 

Olam and self reflection, but it also helps 
us do our part as members of Klal Yisrael, 
providing us with the opportunity to daven 
for the needs of our brothers and sisters. 

Between the first and second Beit HaMik-
dash, the Anshe Knesset HaGedolah, a body 
of 120 of the greatest Torah scholars, for-
malized the texts of tefillot and brachot. A 
careful review of these tefillot which we 
still say today gives us a clear understand-
ing of the values we must live by. Among 
them, kibbutz galuyot has remained an 
essential part of our tefillot for over 2,000 
years. 

Three times a day we say the bracha of 
kibbutz galuyot (ingathering of the exiles) 
in the amidah: 
ֵצנּו  ֻלּיוֵתינּו ְוַקבְּ ץ גָּ ׁשוָפר גָּדול ְלֵחרּוֵתנּו ְושא ֵנס ְלַקבֵּ ַקע בְּ תְּ

ץ ִנְדֵחי ַעּמו  ה ה’, ְמַקבֵּ רּוְך ַאתָּ ְנפות ָהָאֶרץ. בָּ ע כַּ ַיַחד ֵמַאְרבַּ

ִישָרֵאל

Sound the shofar for our freedom, raise a 
banner to gather our exiles, and gather us 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

together from the four corners of the earth. 
Blessed are You HaShem, Who gathers in the 
dispersed of His people Israel. 

Three times a day when reciting Modim 
d’Rabanan we say: 
ָך  ָקְדשֶֽׁ ְלַחְצרוֹת  ינּו  ֻלּיוֹתֵֽ גָּ …ְוֶתֱאסוֹף  ָלְך  ְחנּו  ֲאנַֽ מוִֹדים 

ַעל  ֵלם  שָׁ ֵלָבב  בְּ ָ֒ך  ּוְלָעְבדְּ ָך  ְרצוֹנֶֽ ְוַלֲעשׂוֹת  יָך  ֻחקֶּֽ מוֹר  ִלשְׁ

ְחנּו מוִֹדים ָלְך.  ֲאנַֽ שֶׁ

We thank You… and gather our exiles to 
the Courtyards of Your Sanctuary, to observe 
Your decrees, to do Your will, and to serve 
You wholeheartedly. [We thank You] for 
[inspiring] us to thank You. 

Every Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh we 
say: 
ְלֵחרּות.  ֵמַעְבדּות  אוָתם  ְוָגַאל  ַלֲאבוֵתינּו  ים  ִנסִּ ָעשה  שֶׁ ִמי 

ְנפות ָהָאֶרץ.  ע כַּ ֵחינּו ֵמַאְרבַּ ץ ִנדָּ ָקרוב ִויַקבֵּ הּוא ִיְגַאל אוָתנּו בְּ

ל ִישָרֵאל ְונאַמר ָאֵמן: ֲחֵבִרים כָּ

He who wrought miracles for our fathers, 
and redeemed them from slavery unto free-
dom, may He speedily redeem us, and gather 
our exiles from the four corners of the earth, 
all Israel united in fellowshi p; and let us say, 
Amen.

In shuls around the world today, commu-
nities gather together on Shabbat and say: 
ֱאלֶֹקיָך  ה’  ְצָך  ְיַקבֶּ ם  ִמשָּׁ ָמִים  ַהשָּׁ ְקֵצה  בִּ ֲחָך  ִנדַּ ִיְהֶיה  ִאם 

ָיְרׁשּו  ר  ֲאשֶׁ ָהָאֶרץ  ֶאל  ֱאלֶֹקיָך  ה’  ֶוֱהִביֲאָך  ֶחָך׃  ִיקָּ ם  ּוִמשָּׁ

ָך ֵמֲאבֶֹתיָך׃ ּה ְוֵהיִטְבָך ְוִהְרבְּ תָּ ֲאבֶֹתיָך ִויִרשְׁ

Even if your outcasts are at the ends of 
the world, from there your God HaShem 
will gather you, from there [God] will fetch 
you. And your God HaShem will bring you 
to the land that your fathers possessed, and 
you shall possess it; and [God] will make you 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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their way home. Before my own eyes I saw 
the power of tefillah.

The lighting of the menorah on Chanukka 
teaches us the concept of pirsumei nisa, pub-
licizing a miracle that HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu performed. I too feel that the miracle 

I witnessed this past 
Tuesday night must 
be shared. In 5782 
Am Yisrael lives in 
a time where the 
prophecies of our 
nevi’im are coming 
to fruition and the 
tefillot of our ances-
tors are enabling 

our future. May we recognize the miracles 
around us, see the fulfillment of our tefillot 
and welcome more of our brethren home 
as we merit the final geulah. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

more prosperous and more numerous than 
your ancestors.

Many of these tefillot were written right 
after the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash, 
when hope of return to Eretz Yisrael was 
slim. Today, Eretz Yisrael is home to more 
than 7,000,000 Jews. 
A miracle which can 
be taken for granted 
all too easily.

This past week my 
wife and I had the 
tremendous zechus 
of marrying off our 
second son Shlomo 
to his wife Tamar. 
As the father of the groom you can imag-
ine that my feet barely touched the ground. 
Now you might say that when I tell you that 
the chuppah was special that every father 
of the groom says that. But the truth is 
that in the days since the wedding, guests 
continued to talk about how unique the 
chuppah was. While they mentioned some 
elements that stood out to them - a chuppah 
led by Rav Shmuel Eliyahu, the presence of 
notable rabbanim, I found something else 
to be truly remarkable. 

As I stood under the chuppah and looked 
around me, I saw four sets of grandpar-
ents: one family emigrated to Israel from 
France, another from the United States, 
another from Yemen and another has a 
long history of Yerushalmi roots. On top of 
that, the misader kiddushin, Rav Shmuel Eli-
yahu, originates from Iraq! For over 2,000 
years we have beseeched HaShem to bring 
us home and there I stood under a chuppah 
on a rooftop in Yerushalayim beside hun-
dreds of my brothers and sisters who found 

Mazal Tov to
Meir & Rachel Leah Berman

on the birth of a son
To the grandparents:

Rabbi Avi & Pnina Berman
To the grandmother:

Rabbanit Sara Eisner
and to the great-grandparents:
Fyvie & Rachel Leah Berman

and Alex & Daniella Kuflik
and to the entire family
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

1st aliya (Bamidbar 19:1-17) 
Para Aduma: This is the Torah 
law. Elazar the Kohen shall 

remove from the camp an unblemished 
red heifer that has never worked.  It is 
burnt. Cedar, hyssop and red thread shall 
be burnt with it. The Kohanim involved in 
the process are Tamei until evening. The 
ashes are used to purify those Tamei from 
contact with the dead.  On the 3rd and 7th 
day a mix of these ashes and water are 
sprinkled on the Tamei person. Absent this 
process, one who has come in contact with 
the dead cannot become Tahor.  

Death defiles; even though there is a 
mitzvah to bury the dead.  The tuma of 
contact with the dead prevents one from 
entering the Mishkan, the holy area. A 
theory of tuma I have proposed in the par-
shiot in Vayikra offers that entry to the holy 

KI TEITZEI places demands a lofty feeling of our maj-
esty. G-d is Majestic; we, majestic.  Death 
demoralizes. We feel: What’s the use, we 
all end up in the same place. It bruises the 
sense of our majesty. A process of restoring 
our sense of majesty is required.  

Why is this description of Tuma here and 
not back in Vayikra where laws of Tuma 
are addressed in great detail?  

Perhaps because we are heavily into the 
theme of the practicality of establishing 
a Jewish society. The theory is being wed 
with the practical; the ideal is being tem-
pered with the real.  In this process of Para 
Aduma, some people become tamei while 
helping others become tahor. Meaning, 
building a society will require sacrifices.  
I cannot remain untainted and pure. In 
helping others, I may become temporarily 
tamei. But that is what community building 
requires; everyone cannot be concerned 
only for their own pristine spiritual state.  
The common good requires us all to willing 
to be tamei on occasion.

2nd aliya (19:18-20:6) Hyssop is 
dipped in the purifying waters 
and sprinkled on the person or 

vessels requiring this purification. A tahor 
person sprinkles on the tamei person on 
the 3rd and 7th day; this tahor person then 
becomes tamei for the day. One who is 
tamei through contact with the dead and 
does not do this purification and then sub-
sequently enters the Mishkan has 
committed a most grave sin. Miriam dies 
after the camp travels to Midbar Zin in the 
first month. The people complain: oh that 
we had died like the others (over these 40 
years). Why did you bring us from Egypt to 
die in this nasty place? Moshe and Aharon 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

CHUKAT

Condolences to
Mrs. Leah Wasserman and children 

Daniel, Hillel and Adina
and families on the passing of  

their husband/father/grandfather
Rabbi Chaim Wasserman z"l
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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went to the Mishkan; G-d’s glory appeared 
to them.

After concluding the laws of purification 
for those in contact with the dead, Mir-
iam dies. With little fanfare, 39 years have 
passed. Take 2 on the march to the Land 
begins. The complaint of the people here 
is a twist on the past. Way back, 39 years 
ago they complained: why did you take 
us out of Egypt to die in the desert. Now 
they complain: oh that we would die in the 
desert. But more importantly, Miriam’s 
death demoralizes the people. The Mid-
rash maintains that water flowed for the 
people in Miriam’s merit. It stopped with 
her death.  But the simple flow of the story 
is that the death of leaders is demoralizing. 
It leaves a void. The people have a daunting 
task ahead, of entering and conquering the 
Land. The loss of Miriam demoralizes.  

3rd aliya (20:7-13) G-d said to 
Moshe: gather the people to the 
rock.  Speak to the rock. Water 

sufficient for they and their flock will be 
produced. Moshe said: Listen oh rebellious 
ones. Will water emerge from a rock?  
Moshe hit the rock. Water emerged, enough 
for the flocks. G-d said to Moshe and 
Aharon: since you did not believe me, you 
will not enter the Land.

If the loss of Miriam is demoralizing, the 
impending loss of Aharon and Moshe com-
pounds that. But we have learned before; 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

In honor of  the 42nd Yahrtzeit of 
Chaim Herschel ben Meir z"l

Herbert Rose z"l
Beloved father, grandfather, 

husband, brother, uncle
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people to the Land.  Leadership is public 
service.  Moshe is a lame duck leader; he is 
not going to benefit from leading the peo-
ple.  He is not going to see the Land.  But 
he is not in it for himself.  His service is for 
the people. They will enter the Land. And 
so lead them he must.   

5th aliya (20:22-21:9) At Mt. Hor 
Aharon is told he will die.  Up 
the mountain, Moshe clothes 

Elazar in the garments of Aharon.  Aharon 
dies.  The entire people mourn for 30 days.  
The King of Arad in the Negev hears and 
does battle with the people.  The people 
prevail. The people travel to circumvent 
Edom. The long journey aggravates the 
people. They complain. Snakes attack. The 
people regret their sins. G-d tells Moshe to 
make a copper snake. When the people 
gaze on it, they recover.

The theme of punishment is a repeating 
theme in Bamidbar. And while we need to 
note that our failings are met with punish-
ment, equally as important is the variety 
of manners of relief from the punishment.  
Here, gaze on the copper snake and you 
will recover.  This is another example of 
what is the dominant theme of the entire 
Torah: G-d’s love for man and for the Jew-
ish people. Mankind is never completely 
destroyed. Nor the Jewish people.  Sure, 
there is punishment. But, well, we err 
quite a bit.  We can’t ignore Divine justice. 
But we also can’t ignore the unequivocal 
loyalty of G-d to His people.  The punish-
ments are all episodes of encouragement; 
because of how they end.  He, yet again, is 
loyal to us.   

6th aliya (21:10-20)  The travel 
takes the people to the east of 

look not just at the event, but at the bigger 
picture. Aharon and Moshe’s impending 
death is a powerful statement of the great-
ness, the capability, the trust of G-d in His 
people. The Jewish people are greater than 
any leader or other; even Moshe, Aharon 
and Miriam. You can take the Land; with 
or without them. The Jewish people will 
always have great people; but the Jewish 
people is a great people. The Torah will 
end with the greatest leaders falling short 
of realizing the dream of entering the Land.  
But far from being a dystopia, and while 
not being a utopia, it is an affirmation that 
the Jewish people as a people rise above 
the presence or absence of individual lead-
ers.  The death of Miriam, then Aharon and 
finally Moshe affirm the greatness of the 
people of Israel.

4th aliya (20:14-21) Moshe sends 
messengers to the King of Edom.  
You are aware of your brother 

Israel’s history: we left Egypt with G-d’s 
help.  We need to cross your land, at no cost 
to you, to enter our Land.  The King said no.  
The people answered:  we will stay on the 
road and pay for water. Edom said no and 
came with a large contingent.  The Jewish 
people circled back.

Even though Moshe just received the 
word he will not enter the Land, you would 
never know it from his behavior.  There 
is nary a hint of hesitation in leading the 

Mazal Tov to 
Avishag 

on her Bat Mitzvah 
daughter of Aharon & Herut Sterman

Mazal Tov to the 
Berelowitz, Gutwillig and Sterman families
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Moav.  They travel north to the area of the 
Emori. The travels are recorded in the 
books of wars, traveling on to the well.  
They sang of their fortune and their 
travels.

The circuitous route of the march is per-
plexing. From the Sinai desert to Israel 
is, well, yashar, yashar. Straight up north.  
Enter Israel from the Negev. Travel north 
to Chevron. Then keep going. Straight. Yet, 
they travel east to the nations on the east 
bank of the Jordan. Edom refuses passage. 
So they travel south to Eilat, cross over far-
ther east, traveling up through the heart 
of present day Jordan. Kind of the way 
to go to Petra.  They end up opposite Jeri-
cho. And from there, once they enter the 
Land, they will go to Shechem. Why this 
wide, wide swing to the east, up north 
through Jordan? Why not enter from the 
Negev straight north? The Torah does not 
tell us. But, we can speculate.  At this point 
in Jewish history, the Jewish people have 
entered the Land 3 times:  Avraham.  Yaa-
kov when he returned from Lavan. And the 
spies. And now. Whose footsteps would you 
like to follow? Avraham and Yaakov both 
entered from the north and went immedi-
ately to Shechem. The spies came up from 
the south to Hevron. The Jewish people 
are following in the footsteps of Avraham.  
Deliberately avoiding the much simpler 
and direct route, the yashar, yashar route 
of the spies.  Whose footsteps do we follow?
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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7th aliya (21:21-22:1) Messen-
gers are sent to Sichon for 
permission to cross his land.  

Sichon confronts them for war. Sichon is 
roundly defeated. The people settle in the 
land of the Emori. They travel to the land of 
Og, the king of the Bashan. G-d tells them 
they will succeed against Og, as they did 
with Sichon. They defeat Og, arriving at the 
plains of Moav, opposite Jericho.

In this march up the east side of the Jor-
dan, the Divine has been conspicuously 
absent.  Israel sent messengers to Sichon.  
No Divine command. Moshe staked out the 
cities along the route into the Land. The 
march into the Land has begun.  And while 
the march of the people until this time has 
been with the Mishkan in their midst, the 
manna falling from heaven, slowly the 
transfer of leadership into the hands of 

man is occurring.  The Jewish people dance 
with G-d; at times He leads. At times, we.  
In this dance, the Divine allows the Jewish 
people to lead. He lurks, ever present. But 
man is leading this march. 

HAFTORAH CHUKAT  
SHOFTIM 11:1-33

The haftorah opens with an attack on the 
Israelites from the people of Ammon. The 
Israelites call upon Yiftach to lead them 
into battle. He sends a message to Ammon 
which includes a reference to the conquest 
of the Lands of Sichon and Og, which appar-
ently is the tie in with our Torah reading.

Yiftach made a condition with the Jewish 
people regarding his willingness to take on 
this role as commander: “If you bring me 
back to fight with the children of Ammon, 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

ויבכו את אהרון שלושים יום כל בית ישראל
“And they wept for Aaron thirty days all the house of Israel” (20:29)
Why do we need to know that the Israelites mourned Aaron’s passing and why specifically mention that 

ALL of Israel wept for him?
One answer is to differentiate between Aaron’s passing where ALL cried for his loss as opposed to Moshe’s 

passing where Israel wept, but the ALL is lacking from the text. Moshe was a leader who had to implement 
rules and boundaries, not always popular. Aaron, however, was always bringing peace amongst those in 
strife, thereby loved by all. (Rashi)

The Meshech Chochma (Rabbi Meir of Dvinsk 1843-1926) learns from the emphasis of “ALL” cried for Aaron 
that throughout all these forty years in the desert, there was not even one unintentional murderer, who 
would have needed to be exiled outside the camp, separated from his family. For if there would have been 
such exiles, they would have been rejoicing at Aaron’s death, to now be allowed to return to their families 
from exile. Since All wept and no one rejoiced at his passing shows that there were none who required exile, 
thereby no unintentional deaths during this period. Shabbat Shalom

Mazel Tov to 
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 Mazal Tov and much love 
from your family



OU ISRAEL CENTER         11
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and God delivers them before me, I will 
become your head.” The Jewish people 
accepted his terms.

Yiftach after trying to make peace with 
Ammon has no choice but to go to war. He 
successfully leads his people in battle and 
they eliminate the Ammonite threat. 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Discovering 
our Mortality

It was at a house of mourning, and she 
was saying something that I had heard 
many times before. In fact, I had said it myself 
when I was sitting shiva for my own mother.

She is a friend of long-standing, and a mem-
ber of my former congregation. I hope that I 
am not being unchivalrous by describing her 
as late middle-aged. She had just lost her own 
mother, having lost her father several years 
ago. 

“It is not just that I feel orphaned,” she said. 
“It is that I feel vulnerable. As long as even 
one of my parents was alive, it was as if there 
was a kind of buffer between me and death. 
Now that they are both gone, it begins to feel 
that it is my turn. No one to protect me. I face 
the malach hamavet (angel of death) directly, 
face to face, head on.”

We all deny our mortality, and as long as 
the older generation is around we feel that 
they, and not we, are the ones on death’s 
frontlines. We are insulated from death’s 
claws by them. It is their turn and not yet 
ours. But once we lose our own parents, 
we can no longer deny our mortality. It is 
our turn.

There is an excellent book by my es-
teemed colleague, Rabbi Marc Angel, entitled 
The Orphaned Adult. I often recommend this 

book to mourners, particularly those who 
are fortunate to have entered adulthood, 
even late middle age, with both parents alive, 
and experience their deaths only after hav-
ing long ago reached adulthood. Their feel-
ings are unique and very different from those 
who experienced the trauma of a parent’s 
death at an earlier stage of life.  Rabbi An-
gel also describes this sudden sense of mor-
tality, of vulnerability. With the death of par-
ents, these older people finally must surren-
der their comfortable denial of their own in-
evitable demise.

In this week’s portion, Chukat, we read 
of the death of two beloved leaders of the 
Jewish people, Miriam and Aaron. Both of 
them were parent figures, albeit not actual 
parents, of the Jews in the years of their 
wandering in the wilderness. Instructively, a 
period of vulnerability ensues immediately 
upon their respective deaths.

We read first of Miriam’s death. “The 
Israelites arrived at the wilderness of Zin... 
Miriam died there and was buried there.” 
And then, immediately, “The community was 
without water.” (Numbers 20:1-2)

As long as Miriam was alive, she was a 
source of water, a source of life. While she 
was alive, the be’er Miriam (well of Miriam) 
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provided water for the people. With her 
death, and in her case, the well immediately 
dried up, the water ceased, and the people 
were vulnerable. Without “mother” Miriam, 
death by thirst threatened the people.

Soon afterwards, we read, “...and Aaron 
died there on the summit of the mountain.” 
And then, this time not immediately but after 
thirty days of mourning, “When the Canaan-
ite king of Arad heard... he engaged Israel 
in battle and took some of them captive...” 
(Numbers 20:28-29 and 21:1) “Father” Aaron 
died, and peace and security were shattered. 
War and that worst of fates, captivity, reared 
their ugly heads.

It seems that it is more than mere psy-
chological reality that with the passing of 
its leaders, a nation faces calamity. With the 
death of ones parents, one’s own well being 
is threatened. No wonder that when the 
young sister-in-law of the 18th century sage 
Rabbi Yonasan Eybeshitz lost her husband, 
the Rabbi cautioned her, in a letter which has 
come down to us, to take special care of her 
own physical well being and the health of 
her young children. As our sages put it in the 
Talmud, “When one member of a group per-
ishes, the entire group needs to be anxious.”

How apt are the words of the Psalmist, 
“When my father and mother abandon me, 
the Lord will take me in” (Psalms 27:10). 
When our parents “abandon” us and leave 
this world, we are bereft in many ways,and 
our positions in life become precarious. We 
need God at those moments, and turn to Him, 
confident that He will “take us in”. 



14     TORAH TIDBITS 1474 / CHUKAT 5782

Anger 
Management

There are some, say the Talmud, who 
acquire their world in an hour and others 
who lose it in an hour. No example of the lat-
ter is more arresting and bewildering than 
the famous episode in this week’s parsha. 
The people have asked for water. God tells 
Moses to take a staff and speak to the rock 
and water will appear. This then follows:

He and Aaron gathered the assembly 
together in front of the rock and Moses said 
to them, ‘Listen, you rebels, must we bring 
you water out of this rock?’  Then Moses 
raised his arm and struck the rock twice 
with his staff. Water gushed out, and the 
community and their livestock drank. 

But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 
‘Because you did not trust in Me enough to 
honour Me as holy in the sight of the Israel-
ites, you will not bring this community into 

the land I give them. (Num. 20:10-12)
“Is this the Torah and this its reward?” we 

are tempted to say. What was Moses’ sin that 
it merited such punishment? In previous 
years I have expressed my view that Moses 
did not sin, nor was he punished. It was 
simply that each generation needs its own 
leaders. Moses was the right, indeed the 
only, leader capable of taking the Israelites 
out of Egypt. They needed another kind of 
leader, and a different style of leadership, to 
take the next generation into the Promised 
Land.

Within the framework of this year’s 
series, though, as we discuss the ethics of 
the Bible, it seems more appropriate to look 
at a different explanation, the one given 
by Maimonides in Shemoneh Perakim, the 
“Eight Chapters” that form the preface to his 
commentary to the Mishnah, Tractate Avot, 
the Ethics of the Fathers.

In the course of these chapters Maimon-
ides sets out a surprisingly contemporary 
account of Judaism as a training in emo-
tional intelligence.1 Healthy emotions are 

1  The term was introduced by Peter 
Salovey and John Mayer. See Peter Salovey, 
Marc A. Brackett, and John D. Mayer, Emo-
tional Intelligence: Key Readings on the 
Mayer and Salovey Model (Port Chester, NY: 
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עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
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essential to a good and happy life, but tem-
perament is not something we choose. Some 
people just happen to be more patient or 
calm or generous-spirited or optimistic than 
others. Emotions were at one stage called 
the “passions,” a word that comes from the 
same root as “passive,” implying that they 
are feelings that happen to us rather than 
reactions we choose. Despite this, Maimon-
ides believed that with sufficient training it 
is possible for us to overcome our destruc-
tive emotions and reconfigure our affective 
life.

In general, Maimonides, like Aristotle, 
believed that emotional intelligence exists 
in striking a balance between excess and 
deficiency, too much and too little. Too much 
fear makes me a coward, too little makes 
me rash and foolhardy, taking unnecessary 
risks. The middle way is courage. There are, 
however, two exceptions, says Maimonides: 
pride and anger. Even a little pride (some 
Sages suggested “an eighth of an eighth”) 
is too much. Likewise even a little anger is 
wrong.

That, says Maimonides, is why Moses was 
punished: because he lost his temper with 
the people when he said, “Listen, you reb-
els.” To be sure, there were other occasions 
on which he lost his temper – or at least 
appeared to lose it. His reaction to the sin 

Dude Pub., 2004), subsequently popularised 
by Daniel Goleman in, for instance, his book 
Emotional Intelligence (New York: Bantam, 
1995).
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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the people across the Jordan and into the 
Promised Land.

The Sages were outspoken in their cri-
tique of anger. They would have thoroughly 
approved of the modern concept of anger 
management. They did not like anger at all, 
and reserved some of their sharpest lan-
guage to describe it.

“The life of those who can’t control their 
anger is not a life,” they said. (Pesahim 113b) 
Reish Lakish said, “When a person becomes 
angry, if he is a sage his wisdom departs 
from him; if he is a prophet his prophecy 
departs from him” (Pesahim 66b). Mai-
monides said that when someone becomes 
angry it is as if he has become an idolater 
(Hilchot Deot 2:3).

What is dangerous about anger is that 
it causes us to lose control. It activates the 
most primitive part of the human brain that 
bypasses the neural circuitry we use when 
we reflect and choose on rational grounds. 
While in the grip of a hot temper, we lose the 
ability to step back and judge the possible 
consequences of our actions. The result is 
that in a moment of irascibility we can do 
or say things we may regret for the rest of 
our lives.

For that reason, rules Maimonides, there 
is no “middle way” when it comes to anger 
(Hilchot Deot 2:3). Instead we must avoid 
it under any circumstance. We must go to 
the opposite extreme. Even when anger is 
justified, we must avoid it. There may be 

of the Golden Calf, which included smash-
ing the Two Tablets, was hardly eirenic or 
relaxed. But that case was different. The 
Israelites had committed a sin. God Him-
self was threatening to destroy the people. 
Moses had to act decisively and with suf-
ficient force to restore order to a people 
wildly out of control.

Here, though, the people had not sinned. 
They were thirsty. They needed water. God 
was not angry with them. Moses’ intem-
perate reaction was therefore wrong, says 
Maimonides. To be sure, anger is something 
to which we are all prone. But Moses was a 
leader, and a leader must be a role model. 
That is why Moses was punished so heav-
ily for a failure that might have been more 
lightly punished in someone less exalted.

In addition, says Maimonides, by los-
ing his temper Moses failed to respect the 
people and might have demoralised them. 
Knowing that Moses was God’s emissary, 
the people might have concluded that if 
Moses was angry with them, so too was 
God. Yet they had done no more than ask 
for water. Giving the people the impression 
that God was angry with them was a failure 
to sanctify God’s Name. Thus one moment’s 
anger was sufficient to deprive Moses of the 
reward surely most precious to him, of see-
ing the culmination of his work by leading 
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times when it is necessary to look as if we 
are angry. That is what Moses did when he 
saw the Israelites worshipping the Golden 
Calf, and broke the Tablets of stone. Yet even 
when we outwardly display anger, says Mai-
monides, inwardly we should be calm.

The Orchot Tzaddikim (a 15th century 
commentator) notes that anger destroys 
personal relationships.2 Short-tempered 
people scare others, who therefore avoid 
coming close to them. Anger drives out the 
positive emotions – forgiveness, compassion, 
empathy, and sensitivity. The result is that 
irascible people end up lonely, shunned, and 
disappointed. Bad tempered people achieve 
nothing but their bad temper (Kiddushin 
40b). They lose all else.

The classic role model of patience in the 
face of provocation was Hillel. The Talmud 
says that two people once made a wager 
with each other, saying, “He who makes 
Hillel angry shall receive four hundred 
zuz.” One said, “I will go and provoke him.” 
It was Erev Shabbat and Hillel was washing 
his hair. The man stood by the door of his 
house and called, “Is Hillel here? Is Hillel 
here?” Hillel robed himself and came out, 
saying, “My son, what do you seek?” 

“I have a question to ask,” he said.
“Ask, my son,” replied Hillel.
He said, “Why are the heads of the Baby-

lonians round?”
“My son, you ask a good question,” said 

2  Orchot Tzaddikim, Shaar Kaas, “The 
Gate of Anger.”
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

“You may lose four hundred zuz, and yet 
another four hundred zuz through Hillel, yet 
Hillel will not lose his temper.”3

It was this quality of patience under provo-
cation that was one of the factors, according 
to the Talmud (Eruvin 13b), that led the Sages 
to rule almost entirely according to the School 
of Hillel rather than of Shammai.

The best way of defeating anger is to pause, 
stop, reflect, refrain, count to ten, and breathe 
deeply. If necessary, leave the room, go for 
a walk, meditate, or vent your toxic feelings 
alone. It is said that about one of the Rebbes 
of Lubavitch that whenever he felt angry, 
he would take down the Shulchan Aruch to 
see whether anger was permitted under the 
circumstances. By the time he had finished 
studying, his anger had disappeared.

The moral life is one in which we grapple 
with anger but never let it win. The verdict of 
Judaism is simple: either we defeat anger or 
anger will defeat us.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Why do you think anger is permitted as 

an outward display but not as an internal 
emotion?

What about when God Himself became 
angry with the people?

What methods do you find helpful when 
you become angry? 

3  Shabbat 30b-31a.

Hillel. “The reason is that they have no skilled 
midwives.”

The man left, paused, then returned, crying 
out, “Is Hillel here? Is Hillel here?” 

Again, Hillel abandoned his bathing, robed, 
and came out, saying, “My son, what do you 
seek?”

“I have another question.”
“Ask, my son.”
“Why are the eyes of the Palmyreans 

bleared?”
Hillel replied, “My son, you ask a good 

question. The reason is that they live in sandy 
places.”

He left, waited, then came back a third 
time, calling, “Is Hillel here? Is Hillel here?” 

Again, Hillel dressed and came out, saying, 
“My son, what do you seek?”

“I have another question.”
“Ask, my son.”
“Why are the feet of Africans wide?”
“My son, you ask a good question. The rea-

son is that they live in watery marshes.”
“I have many questions to ask,” said the 

man, “but I am worried that you might 
become angry.” 

Hillel then sat and said, “Ask all the ques-
tions you have to ask.”

“Are you the Hillel who is called the nasi 
[leader, prince] of Israel?”

“Yes,” said Hillel.
“In that case, said the man, “may there not 

be many like you in Israel.”
“Why so, my son?” he asked.
“Because I have just lost four hun-

dred zuz because of you!”
“Be careful of your moods,” said Hillel. 

Refuah Shleima:
שרה שרינא בת שמחה



OU ISRAEL CENTER         19



20     TORAH TIDBITS 1474 / CHUKAT 5782

“Yiftach b’doro k’Shmuel b’doro” – 
“Yiftach in his generation is to be (as 
highly) regarded as (was) Shmuel in 

his generation” [Rosh Hashanah 25a]
Sefer Shofetim reviews the history of B’nai 

Yisra’el during the time of the rule of the 
“judges” (local tribal leaders), a span of about 
350 years, from the death of Yehoshua and 
the rise of Shmuel.  During that period, the 
text tells the story of thirteen shofetim,– and 
yet, the accounts of only four of them extend 
beyond one chapter: the history of Devorah, 
the only prophetess (or prophet) who led 
Israel during that era, the story of Gid’on, who 
was asked (but refused) to accept the throne of 
Israel and the exploits of Shimshon HaGibor 
whose miraculous birth was accompanied by 
Hashem’s guarantee that “he would begin to 
save Yisrael from the ‘hand’ (control) of the 
P’lishtim” (Sefer Shofetim 13; 5).  …..And then 
there was the record of the fourth shofet, the 
focus of our haftarah (Shofetim 11; 1-34) the 
story of Yiftach HaGil’adi. 

But his story seems far different than that 
of the other three.

In the very first pasuk of the Yiftach saga 
we learn that he was a “gibor chayil” – a 
man of valor, usually a description of a war-
rior, but he was also described as the son of 
a “zonah” (in this context a “concubine”, as 
his brothers describe him as “the son of a 
different MOTHER” – but of the same father, 
Gil’ad). As a result, his brothers denied him 
any rights in their father’s inheritance and 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

chased him away from his house.
Not a very auspicious beginning.
We then learn that, after escaping to “Eretz 

Tov’’ Yiftach gathered a small army made up 
of “anashim reikim”, “boorish” men, so when 
the army of Ammon attacked the residents 
of Gil’ad, the residents ask Yiftach to lead the 
battle against the enemy. It is of no surprise 
that the rejected Yiftach refused – accepting 
only when they guaranteed to make him 
their leader.

But should we not be surprised?  
His nation was threatened! His family and 

neighbors were on the brink of annihilation! 
His homeland would soon be overrun by 
the enemy! And yet Yiftach refused to help 
unless he would receive the power??

This is certainly not the leader we would 
expect G-d to choose.

But then we should not forget: 
“Yiftach b’doro k’Shmuel b’doro”
This statement of Chazal is not sim-

ply a charge to each generation to accept 
and respect their chosen leader. Nor is it a 
warning to the later generations to avoid 
comparing the righteousness, brilliance or 
leadership qualities of one leader to another. 
This statement also includes another truth: A 
Divinely-chosen leader is one that is right for 
that specific generation and capable of ful-
filling the divine mission. Such a choice need 
not require outstanding heritage nor great 
scholarship nor exceptional physical prow-
ess. It requires only Hashem’s knowledge 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library



OU ISRAEL CENTER         21

that the individual “fits” the generation and 
can lead them.

And so, despite the questionable back-
ground of Yiftach and despite the limitations 
we might see in his character, he was chosen. 
Chosen, because he had the potential to carry 
out G-d’s mission; chosen, because his gener-
ation needed him.

Which brings me to our Torah reading.
I believe that Chazals choice of this haftarah 

was not based only upon its many parallels to 
the parasha’s description of Israel’s war with 
Edom. The parasha also includes the pass-
ing of two of the three leaders of Israel and 
the declaration that Moshe too, would soon 
pass on. And we all wonder what sin was 
committed that had these greatest of leaders 
pass on within months of each other! Could 
any future leader hope to “outshine” any of 
these three?

Perhaps our haftarah is teaching that future 
leaders are not meant to outdo the previous 
ones. At times, it is simply time for a leader to 
pass from the position.  The leader did noth-
ing wrong, but the generation needed a new 
leader. And that is why the G’mara tells us 
“Yiftach b’doro k’Shmuel b’doro”. Each “dor” 
requires its own leader.

So, don’t compare. Because, ultimately, 
Hashem knows what He’s doing! 
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 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Speak Softly 
and Carry a 
Big Stick

In Parshat Chukat we encounter the 
episode of Mei Meriva, where Moshe is pun-
ished for the way in which he dealt with 
the nation. The mefarshim argue as to what 
exactly was Moshe’s transgression. Rashi 
suggests that Moshe hit the rock although he 
was instructed to speak to the rock. The Ram-
bam zones in on Moshe’s unjustified anger 
at the people. המרים נא   The Ramban .שמעו 
notes Moshe’s words  נוציא לכם מים which may 
be understood to connote that Moshe and 
Aharon were performing magic to extract 
water from a stone. There are various other 
explanations as well (See Shalom Rav).  

Let’s focus on Rashi’s interpretation, 
which seems to be based on the simple read-
ing of the text. Moshe was instructed ודברתם 

לעיניהם הסלע   speak to the rock before“– אל 
their eyes” (Bamidbar 20:8). The Menachem 
Tzion posits that the crucial lesson that 
Hashem desired to have Moshe transmit to 
the people was the power of speech. As the 

Kuzari cites, the difference between man 
and animal is the ability to speak. Man is a 
medaber. What got the people of this gener-
ation in trouble in the midbar was primarily 
their speech. They complained endlessly 
about the lack of food and water, Korach’s 
accusations, the spies false testimony, to cite 
some examples. This was an opportunity to 
highlight to the nation that speech should 
not be taken lightly. Look what one can 
accomplish with proper speech. One can 
even obtain water from a rock. 

Rav Chanan Porat in Me’at Min Haor adds 
an interesting insight. This is a new genera-
tion, as the individuals who left Egypt died 
in the desert. The previous generation that 
experienced slavery, grew up in an environ-
ment where through physical force one is 
able to accomplish an objective.  The new 
generation that is about to enter the land 
of Israel (this is in the 39th year), needs to 
understand that through speech rather 
than force one can achieve desired results. 
This is an essential message to a group of 
individuals that are on the verge of found-
ing a country and building its infrastructure 
and culture.  

Perhaps that is why Moshe was asked to 
carry his stick (מטה) although he was not to 
use it.  As Theodore Roosevelt said: “Speak 
softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.”  
This was the message God desired to be 
transmitted to the nation and it got convo-
luted.  One can use physical might, but the 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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preferred manner to accomplish a goal is 
through speech.   

The message of the power of speech may 
not have successfully been conveyed to that 
generation, but it should resonate to our 
generation as well. We should be careful 
with our speech, realizing how we can hurt 
and offend someone with it. Today, included 
in the definition of speech is not just the oral 
word, but the written word as well, espe-
cially with the proliferation of social media 
platforms. Speech can also have a positive 
impact and we should use it more often to 
express gratitude, appreciation or even just 
a quick hello to a spouse, child or friend.  

May we internalize this lesson from Mei 
Meriva and be careful with what “flows” 
from our mouths so that all of our com-
munication is conducted in a positive and 
constructive manner. 
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Wonderful 
Well

In merit of our three great leaders, the Jews 
were granted three special gifts in the midbar. 
In Moshe Rabbeinu’s merit the Jews were given 
the manna, Aharon Hacohen’s merit brought 
the Clouds of Glory, and Miriam brought the 
well. What connection is there between Mir-
iam and her gift, what is the deeper significance 
of the special source of water?

Rabbeinu Bechaye notes that Miriam had 
a singular connection to water. Because 
she stood on the banks of the Nile watching 
her brother to protect him, she is the one 
to bring the bounty of water to her peo-
ple. Further, as a midwife facilitating life, 
Miriam herself is the paradigm of chessed, 
parallel to water that gives life and sustains 
humanity. The Netziv explains that the 
water and the manna were distributed to 
the people in the desert in a similar way. A 
person’s level of righteousness determined 
how close the manna fell to his home. How 
did they receive water? The well would 
station itself near the Mishkan and send 
out a river to flow toward each tribe. Mini 

tributaries would then branch off and flow 
to the homes of those who were nedivei lev, 
people of generosity. Yet another association 
between water and chessed.

The Be’er Miriam was one of the ten enti-
ties created at twilight on the very first erev 
Shabbos. The Alshich Hakadosh notes that 
it was no coincidence that these things were 
created after Adam Harishon sinned. Each 
one of them serves in some way to rectify 
Adam’s sin and bring the world closer to its 
original perfection. How do we see that Mir-
iam’s Well accomplished this?

Maharal explains that a well is found deep 
in the ground and its water must be drawn 
upwards. This symbolizes the affinity of 
the Jew who desires closeness to Hashem; 
throughout Shir Hashirim this is charac-
terized as the male-female relationship. 
Miriam, the quintessential leader of the 
women never gives up on redemption and 
closeness to Hashem. She encourages the 
women in Egypt to have children and is the 
one who inspires them to prepare musical 
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instruments for the Geulah. She is the one 
who gives hope to those who didn’t see the 
water/salvation and the belief that if they dig 
deep it will come. It was Miriam’s inspira-
tion that rekindled that feeling of desire to 
be close to Hashem, returning to the spirit 
of Gan Eden even in a state of exile.

Rav Eliayhu Ki Tov explains that we find 
the well of Miriam even earlier in Tanach. 
It is the same well of water that Hashem 
reveals to Hagar when she is parched in the 
desert. The well symbolizes emunah, the 
belief that Hashem is always taking care of 
us. This the legacy of Miriam and all righ-
teous women through the millennia that 
believe in Hashem’s salvation even when 
it is not clearly revealed. It is the lifeline 
that accompanies us always, we just have to 
believe it is there and ask Hashem to open 
our eyes so we can see it.  
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 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Lifting a 
Finger

A maiseh is recounted as part of the 
Brisker tradition: 

Rebbetzin Chana, the wife of Rav Eliyahu, 
the Gaon of Vilna would go door to door 
collecting tzedakah with her close friend. 
Together, the two righteous women were 
so close that they made a pact, vowing to 
one another that whoever passed from the 
world first would come back in a dream 
and share a vision of Olam haBa, and of 
what goes on in the next world. 

After some time, Rebbetzin Chana’s friend 
was nifteres, and appeared to the wife of 
the Gr”a in a dream, saying, “The Heav-
enly court has forbidden me to fully reveal 
what happens here. But since we made an 
unbreakable vow during my life, I have 
returned to the world to tell you one thing: 
your merit in Olam haBa far exceeds mine…

“You see, long ago on one of our fundrais-
ing missions we were expecting to meet a 
potential donor who ended up not being 
home. Later that day we saw the baalas 
ha-bayis up ahead in the distance about to 
cross the street. When we spotted her, you 
lifted your finger and motioned to catch her 
attention; she noticed your raised hand, 
and waited for us. 

“Throughout all the years, we walked 

the same roads, expended the same efforts 
in zikui ha-rabim and we shared the same 
merit for the tzedakah we raised together… 
There was, however, an additional merit 
that you earned. And now I can see the 
exalted portion in paradise reserved in 
honor of that act: the extra effort you 
expended by waving your hand! You can’t 
begin to imagine the infinite value of that 
one movement. Just lifting your finger and 
motioning in that woman’s direction has 
made an eternal impact in Heaven, and this 
will be your reward.”

Our sedra recounts our journey toward 
Eretz Yisrael, as we established treaties 
with those who sought peace, and handily 
crushed those who engaged us in battle. 
As Klal Yisrael marched north toward the 
Bashan, it says: 
ְלָחָמה  ן ִלְקָראָתם הּוא ְוָכל־ַעּמוֹ ַלמִּ שָׁ ַויֵֵּצא עוֹג ֶמֶלְך־ַהבָּ

ֶאְדֶרִעי:

אֹתוֹ  י  ָנַתתִּ ְבָיְדָך  י  כִּ אֹתוֹ  יָרא  תִּ ַאל  ה  משֶׁ ֶאל  ה׳  ַוּיֹאֶמר 

יָת ְלִסיחֹן ֶמֶלְך  ר ָעשִׂ ֲאשֶׁ יָת ּלוֹ כַּ ל ַעּמוֹ ְוֶאת ַאְרצוֹ ְוָעשִׂ ְוֶאת כָּ

ָהֱאמִֹרי…

“...Og, the king of Bashan, came out 
toward them with all his people, to wage 
war at Edrei. Hashem said to Moshe, “Do 
not fear him, for I have delivered him, his 
people, and his land into your hand. You 
shall do to him as you did to Sichon, king of 
the  Emori…” (21:33-4)

On the surface, this seems hard to under-
stand. Why would we need Hashem’s 
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reassurance, ‘Do not fear…?’ We had already 
witnessed many miracles at the Exodus, 
and many military victories thereafter. We 
had also learned a bitter lesson, with the 
incident of the Meraglim, regarding what 
happens when we lack confidence and 
faith in Hashem and ourselves. What could 
Moshe Rabbeinu possibly be afraid of?

Rashi provides some background and 
context. In Parshas Lech Lecha, the shep-
herds of Lot and Avraham Avinu went 
separate ways. Lot settled in Sodom, among 
unsavory characters. Amid the ‘world war’ 
between four kings and five kings, Lot was 
taken captive. Then, ויבא הפליט, “A refugee 
came” (Bereishis, 14) from the battlefield to 
inform Avraham that his nephew had been 
taken into captivity and was in danger. 
This פליט was none other than Og who had 
escaped from the Rephaim. In response, 
Avraham gathered 318 men and embarked 
on a dangerous mission to rescue his mis-
guided relative. 

Og the giant is one of the more enigmatic 
figures in Tanach. His first appearance is as 
one of the Nephilim holding onto the side 
of teivas Noach, and there are many other 
Midrashim and maamarei Chazal about 
his identity and journey. Notably, it is told 
that in the merit of assisting the family of 
Avraham, Og was rewarded with longevity. 
Commenting on our sedra, Rashi suggests 
that Moshe was afraid to face Og lest the 
“merit of Avraham” advocate for him and 
give him the power to harm Moshe.

On the other hand, Midrash Rabbah 
(Bereishis, 42:8) reveals that Og’s intent in 
informing Avraham about Lot’s situation 
was far from l’sheim Shamayim., Og had 
actually hatched a contrived, malicious 
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Dr. Edward Lorenz, Professor of mete-
orology at MIT, innovated a theory of 
“deterministic chaos” best known as “the 
butterfly effect”. He posited that even a 
miniscule disturbance like the delicate 
flapping of a butterfly’s wings can induce 
enormous consequences. This theory was 
enshrined in the title of one of his talks: 
“Predictability: Does the Flap of a Butter-
fly’s Wings in Brazil Set Off a Tornado in 
Texas?” 

This theory is a challenge to our sense of 
predictability; such causes and effects can-
not be observed in Olam haZeh. And yet, 
our tzadikim who have spoken from the 
standpoint of Olam haBa have revealed 
a Theory of Holy Chaos, a supernal ‘but-
terfly theory’, a chok, a law beyond logic: 
every action, every choice, is vastly signif-
icant. We cannot imagine its effect on the 
cosmic order, on history, on others, nor on 
our portion in the World to Come. Every 
small, delicate detail of every mitzvah we 
do, even just lifting a finger l’sheim Sha-
mayim, creates a tornado of blessing in 
Heaven.
תדע, שאיש כזה שהוא מגשם כל־כך, כל תנועה ותנועה 

ופונה להשם  שהוא מנתק עצמו מעט מעט מן גשמיותו 

נקדה קטנה  ואפלו  ויקרה מאד מאד,  גדולה  היא  יתברך 

בזה  רץ  הוא  יתברך,  אליו  מגשמיותו  נעתק  שהוא  מאד, 

כמה וכמה אלפים פרסאות בעולמות עליונים

Know that each and every movement 
which such a materialistic person makes to 
detach himself just a tiny bit from his mate-
rialism and turn to Hashem is extremely 
great and precious! Even if the shift from 
his materialism toward the Blessed One 
is miniscule (in this world), in the upper 
worlds he runs many thousands of miles 
with it…. (Likutei Moharan II, 48) 

plan. He knew Avraham’s dedication and 
loyalty to Lot. By gaining Avraham’s favor, 
Og wanted to gain access to his household, 
murder him and kidnap Sarah Imeinu. 
Certainly, then, he did not have any merit 
or powers from helping Avraham. So, why 
was Moshe afraid?

Rebbe Moshe Yechiel Epstein, the Be’er 
Moshe of Ozerov, enlightens us with a 
chidush. Even though it had evil intent, 
there was a kernel of good within Og’s 
deed. Since good came from it and Lot was 
saved, Moshe Rabbeinu feared the zechus 
that Og had generated generations earlier. 
And this teaches us the power of one good 
deed, regardless of its intentions. Any good 
deed, no matter how tiny or tainted, is true, 
it has lasting power and causes a vast, eter-
nal impact in Heaven.

City center: luxurious 5-room penthouse, 
235m, nice big terrace to a fabulous panoramic 
view of Jerusalem and the Old City, 2 private 
parking spots, 17,500,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 108m, 
sukkah balcony, Shabbat elevator, underfloor 
heating, high standard, private parking, 
4,400,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95m, 
balcony, open view, Shabbat elevator,  
private parking, 3,290,000 NIS
Baka: 4-room apartment, 94m, balcony, 
Shabat elevator, parking 3,400,000 NIS
Arnona: 4 room apartment, 90m,  
Master suite, balcony, elevator, private parking  
3,100,000 NIS
Tapiyot: 4.5 room apartment, 94m,  
Sukkah balcony, parking, 2,690,000 NIS

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 
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The opening verses of Parshat  
Chukat introduce us to the mystical 
elixir for impurity, the mysterious 

inexplicable remedy of the para aduma - the 
red heifer. 

The Chasidic masters saw in these pesukim 
not only the halachic remedy to purify those 
who have become ritually impure, but also 
an eternal message regarding the relation-
ship between the Jewish People and the 
Torah Hakedosha.

One of the perplexing aspects of the Para 
Aduma ritual, is that the Kohanim who were 
involved in preparing the ashes of the para 
aduma became tamei- impure through the 
process. In preparing the mystical com-
pound which would return others to a state 
of purity, they in turn became tamei- impure. 
How exactly are we to understand this 
unusual outcome? How could it possibly be 
that in preparing this remedy for impurity, 
the Kohanim themselves are rendered to be 
tamei?

The Avodat Elazar, the Admor of Kozhnitz 

zy'a, explains this peculiar phenomenon 
based on the opening verse- Zot Chukat 
HaTorah- This is the inexplicable principle 
of the Torah.

This verse, the Rebbe explained, is not 
only describing the mysterious nature of 
the para aduma, but also teaching us a very 
fundamental idea about Torah itself. Like 
any remedy, when channeled appropri-
ately it can transform and cure and bring 
complete healing, or if chas v'shalom it is 
misused, taken out of context and applied 
inappropriately, then it can bring further 
deficiency and harm.

The Netivot Shalom, the Admor of Slonim 
zy'a offers a different interpretation of 
our verse Zot Chukat HaTorah. Our verse, 
explains the Rebbe, is not only introducing 
us to the transformative capacity of the para 
aduma as a vehicle to restore purity, but 
also communicating a fundamental eter-
nal message which applies even now in the 
absence of the Beit HaMikdash and of the 
para aduma.

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company 
Glue with us once and you’ll stick with us forever  

• PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture 
• EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
• SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and replace with much stronger wood 
• CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
• FURNITURE MARKERS - To help you make those small scratches disappear 
• LEG TIPS - For quiet chair movement (your downstairs neighbor will thank you!) 
• TIRED OF HAVING TO CROWD YOUR GUESTS AROUND MULTIPLE TABLES??  

Call us to hear about our heavy-duty table slides to more than double (or even triple!) the current length 
of your table. 

• INSURANCE QUOTES - We handle hundreds of freight damage claims from overseas as well as local 
moves.  

 
WE ARE GROWING AND ARE NOW HIRING – SEE DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE 

Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il    Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il  
    Phone: 02-999-2418          WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  

 

T

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH! 

 Zot Chukat HaTorah- In our current state, 
in the absence of the Beit HaMikdash and 
with no para aduma, the vehicle for we as 
Jews to experience some form of a return 
to purity is by immersing ourselves in the 
study of Torah- Zot Chukat HaTorah!

The Bat Ayin, the Rebbe of Avrich zy'a, 
similarly points out that the para aduma is 
on some level meant to be a tikkun(fixing.
correction) for the impurity introduced into 
the world through the Cheit HaEgel (The Sin 
of the Golden Calf). The Rebbe taught:

The Toldot Yaakov Yosef, zy'a, wrote that 
Cheit HaEgel impacted future generations, 
and that the word egel is an acronym for the 
words arayot (illicit behavior), gezel (theft) 
and lashon hara (inappropriate speech).

So too, the tikkun for all of these, as repre-
sented by the para aduma, also comprises an 
acronym for the word egel- Avoda, Gemilut 

chasadim and Limud Torah...
The Bat Ayin taught that the para aduma 

not only provided a metaphysical healing 
for those who had come into contact with 
impurity, but also came to teach us how to 
overcome the impact that resulted from the 
Cheit HaEgel.

Yehi Ratzon that our limud haTorah, 
should indeed bring purity to our minds and 
hearts, that we should find purity in our avo-
dat Hashem and though acts of chesed, and 
that we soon merit to experience the build-
ing of the Beit HaMikdash, and  the return of 
all its associated sacred rituals and constant 
miracles. 

Susi A - Refuah Shleima 
recover well and come back to  
TT Distribution in good shape!
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DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

ARNONA WITH GARDEN -  Nice 3 rooms, 
modern building, private garden, 76m, good 
shape, quiet, storageroom, parking, exclusive, 
2,700,000 NIS

KIRYAT SHMUEL WITH GARDEN - Harav 
Berlin St, 4 rooms, 100m garden, beautifully 
renovated, quiet, exclusive, only 3,300,000 NIS

MUSRARA CLOSE TO THE OLD CITY - 
Charming 5.5 rooms, 137m, Arabic style,  
high ceilings, first floor, sukkah, apartment 
with character, quiet, exclusive 4,500,000 NIS

GERMAN COLONY, UNIQUE! In a great 
location, small house, 80m, private garden, 
195m, with building rights up to 320m, quiet, 
charming, exclusive
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Dr. J
Facial  Aesthetics 

Soften Lines & Reduce Wrinkles  

Botox  |  Fillers 
Hair Growth | Acne Scars 

Jason Cohen, M.D.
 

Certified Aesthetic Medicine Specialist
Anesthesiologist & Interventional Pain Medicine  

 
Modiin Clinic

 050-252-0991 
 

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030FOR MANY MORE
PROPERTIES:

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES 
EXCITING PROJECTS
Presales, Under Construction, Ready to Move In
Call for more information.
OLD KATAMON
* In a small building, 125 sqm, private entrance,

3 exposures, Excellent potential, NIS 4,300,000!  
* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm spacious duplex, succah, 

private elevator.
HAR NOF
* Shlav A - 170 sqm duplex garden apt. 

light, bright, open view!
* Shlav A - 4 bdrms, renovated, spacious LR DR, succah
* Shlav B- 100 sqm, 3 air exposures,

magnicent view! NIS 3,000,000.
* Shlav A- Penthouse 144 sqm, 3 air exposures,

80 sqm terrace, magnicent view! NIS 4,300,000.
* Villa - 720 sqm lot, spacious 330 sqm 3 level home.

10+ rooms. Lots of outdoor space!
RENTAL - ARNONA:
Renovated 3 bdrm garden apt furnished, 
parking Immediate, NIS 10,800

Shabbat afternoon shiur with  
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider - 5:30pm  

in the back garden of the 
OU Israel Center

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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Shemitah in 
the Arava

Determining the Biblical borders of the 
Land of Israel is an essential component in 
regards to the mitzvot dependent on the land. 
These mitzvot include Terumot and Ma’asrot, 
the Mitzvah of Challah and Shemitah.

The Torah clearly maps out the borders 
of Israel in various passages.  The current 
article focuses on the southern border as it 
applies to the mitzvah of Shemitah.

The source 
The Torah in Sefer Bamidbar (34:3-5) men-

tions various landmarks when defining the 
southern border of Israel. Based on these 
verses, it would seem that the south-eastern 
border is the edge of the Dead Sea, while the 
south-western border is almost in a straight 
line to Kadesh Barnea. This southern region 
of Israel is referred to as the “Arava” 

Can halacha rely on archeological 
research?

For hundreds of years, Rabbis, histori-
ans and archeologists have researched the 
borders of Israel for their own purposes. 
Halachically, the question arises whether 
archeological research and historical maps 
may influence the halachic ruling regarding 
the borders of Israel. The Chazon Ish (she-
vi’it 3:18) ruled that since there are so many 
doubts regarding areas surrounding both the 

southern and northern borders, we are strin-
gent and determine the border to be further 
south. Others disagree claiming that there is 
sound proof regarding the accuracy of maps 
and research surrounding the southern 
borders of Biblical Israel (see Moria 10-12). 
This point is strengthened by the claim that 
numerous poskim would rely on Seforim like 
Admat Kodesh and Tevu’ot Ha’aretz in order 
to determine the exact borders. A third opin-
ion brought by Rav Yaakov Ariel Shlit’a is that 
many historical and archeological proofs 
might not affect the halacha but in a case 
where there is an ancient tradition regarding 
certain borders even the Chazon Ish would 
agree (see Be’ohalo Shel Torah 3:1).

The southern border
Three main opinions exist regarding 

the southern border of Israel in regards to 
Shemitah and other mitzvot. According to 
Responsa Mishnat Yosef (1:44), the border 
of Israel ends around the area of Ein Yahav 
which is approximately 130 kilometers north 
of Eilat. According to this opinion one may 
plant, maintain and harvest any vegetables 
or fruit south of Ein Yahav (including). Kedu-
shat Shevi’it and the prohibition of sefichin 
would not apply in this southern region (see 
Teshuvot Ve’hanagot 5:307).

The second opinion is that of Rav Yosef Sha-
lom Elyashiv (Ashrei Ish YD 2:202) and others 
(see Chelkat Ha’sadeh 2:4) that the southern 
border is further south. Rav Eyashiv ruled 
that the area of Yotvata is the southern 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

border of Israel. Kibbutz Yotvata is approx-
imately 45 kilometers north of Eilat. There is 
also testimony that the Chazon Ish who was 
very doubtful regarding the actual borders 
of Israel allowed the cultivation and selling of 
produce south of Yotvata as no doubt exists 
regarding this region.

The third opinion is that of Rav Yechiel 
Michal Tikochinsky (Ir Hakodesh Vehamik-
dash 3, p. 263). Rav Tikochinsky fiercely 
disagrees with some of the proofs both 
historically and halachically of his prede-
cessors. He brings testimony from the time 
of the Geonim (10th century) that the borders 
of Israel end around Akaba which currently 
is within the borders of Jordan. The Tzitz 
Eliezer (3:23) strengthens Rav Tikochin-
sky’s opinion that sources show that the 
Judean kingdom conquered Eilat and even 
south of it. The Rabanut Harasheit (Chief 
Rabbinate of Israel) rules like this opinion 
and requires all areas currently under the 
Israeli government to sell their land through 
Heter Mechira if they wish to work the land. 
Although according to the Chazon Ish and 
Mishnat Yosef the additional Heter Mechira 
requirement is unnecessary in the Arava 
region as those areas are not considered 
part of Biblical Israel. It should be noted that 
Rav Mordechai Eliyahu held that the areas 
around Eilat may not be considered part of 
Biblical Israel, yet he was stringent to han-
dle produce from such areas with Kedushat 
Shevi’it (Ma’amar Mordechai 11:5).

This specific dispute has numerous 
halachic applications and causes much con-
troversy. According to each one, the opposing 
opinion would be considered a transgression 
of the mitzvah in terms of planting and cul-
tivating in areas which are part of Israel. 
As such, it is recommended to discuss this 
matter at length with one’s own competent 
halachic authority. 

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

The Isaac 
Accords 

The time had finally come. After forty 
miserable years of wandering through 
sandy dunes, we arrived at the doorstep of 
Israel, ready to claim our ancient birthright. 
There was only one problem- several other 
empires lined the borders of Israel. Unless 
one of them granted us passage, history 
would stall. 

Our first request was posed to our brother, 
Esav, who had established the formidable 
kingdom of Edom on the southern border 
of Israel. While we suffered centuries of 
Egyptian persecution, our older brother 
had fashioned a mighty nation. As we were 
arriving in Israel from the Sinai desert, a 
route through Edom would have provided 
the most direct access to our homeland. 

Sadly, our request was flatly denied, and 
we were forced to circumvent the southern 
flank of Israel, crossing into the East bank 
of the Jordan river. Rattling their sabers, the 
Edomites amassed a huge army along the 
border, in an aggressive display of defiance. 
Thankfully, no hostilities broke out, and we 
went along our way, peacefully. Unlike the 
subsequent wars with a mighty warrior 
king named Sichon and a Titan named “Og”, 
this faceoff had no long-lasting impact. 

Yet, this standoff feels eerily familiar 

to Ya’akov’s first encounter with Esav, in 
Breishit. Moshe dispatched מלאכים or mes-
sengers, just as Ya’akov had previously sent 
 to Esav. We generously offered to מלאכים
purchase Esav’s water, even though we had 
ample supply. This gesture was reminiscent 
of the lavish gifts which Ya’akov presented to 
his alienated brother. The term מלאך, which 
can refer to a messenger or to an angel, is 
mentioned twice in the current negotiations. 
This recalls the angels who Ya’akov encoun-
tered on his way to meet Esav and, of course 
the heavenly visitor who Ya’akov wrestled 
the night before his rendezvous with Esav. 
The current meeting feels more than just 
diplomatic, it feels historical. Evidently, this 
interaction is a sequel to Ya’akov’s first con-
frontation with his brother. Evidently, we 
had some unfinished business. 

Prior to entering the Land of history, we 
wanted to “patch up” history. What better 
way to repair our historical rupture with 
Esav, than to solicit his help in entering our 
historical homeland. This isn’t negotiation 
but rapprochement.  

For this reason, Moshe refers to our 
shared heritage with Esav. Before sub-
mitting our request for passage, Moshe 
reviewed the past 290 years of Jewish his-
tory since our last meeting with Esav. Much 
had transpired, Moshe announced, since 
“our parents descended to Egypt”. By cast-
ing the Egyptian experience as the exile of 
our parents, Moshe signals that Hashem had 
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originally selected the entire family for the 
mission. Esav had opted out, leaving Ya’akov 
to wrestle with harsh historical challenges 
and to face a crushing exile, alone. 

This historical mission was now conclud-
ing and here was an opportunity for Esav 
to support the broader family project. Here 
was an opportunity for Esav to sign-on to the 
“Yitzchak Accords”.

Unfortunately, history wasn’t yet ready 
for mending. Old battle lines had been 
drawn and the parties couldn’t recon-
cile. Moshe reported that, under duress in 
Egypt, we prayed to Hashem for liberation. 
In response, Edom threatened to assault us 
with their swords. It was the “same old same 
old”: the voice of Ya’akov’s prayers clashing 
with the bellicose sword of Esav. On this day, 
Esav and Ya’akov would not reunite. Time 
wasn’t ripe. 

Yet, hope for future reconciliation was not 
totally lost. For this reason, we were warned 
against any hostility, or even provocation 
of our recalcitrant brother: אל תתגרו בם כי לא 

 אתן לכם מארצם עד מדרך כף רגל כי ירושה לעשו נתתי

 do not hassle [Edom] ..for the“ – את הר שעיר
land of Se’ir is their inheritance.” Unlike the 
Emori and Bashan nations, Edom was not 
to be antagonized. We were not to burn any 
bridges. 

Esav is different from other nations. Esav 
was raised in the house of Yitzchak, which 
was built upon the monotheistic traditions 
of Avraham. That background provided a 
basis, which could, one day, develop into 
pure monotheism and moral lifestyle. At 
this stage Esav wasn’t yet ready to be edu-
cated and History wasn’t yet ready for 
reconciliation. Everything was suspended. 
No merger, but no hostility. The future was 

CITY CENTER / In a boutique building –  
4 rooms, 100m, recent, elevator, balcony 

MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of BAKA - In a stylish building – 
New penthouse 4 rooms, 100m, huge terrace/
sukkah, 100m, 3rd floor + elevator,  
alone on the floor  

5750000 NIS –  MENDEL 052-8980111
In New Talpiot / In a recent building –  
5 rooms, 120m, 5th floor, Shabbat elevator, 
bright, balcony, opened view,  storage-room, 
parking 

3500000 NIS – MENDEL 052-8980111
BAKA –Huge penthouse, 5.5 rooms, 160m,  
calm, bright, 7th floor, Shabbat elevator,  
2 terraces,  25m + roof, 50, open view of the 
Temple Mount, 3 WC, 2 bathrooms,  
double parking 

6200000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815
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still wide open, it would just take a while. 
Just not now. 

About 1900 years later, in the 4th century, 
the “Esav shift” would be launched. Esav’s 
descendants, now residing in Rome, would 
turn away from the ancient world of crass 
paganism and adopt a monotheistic-infused 
religion of Christianity. That monotheism 
would still be contaminated by vestiges of 
ancient paganism, but it would be prefera-
ble to outright idol worship. The potential 
redemption of Esav had begun. 

About 1000 years later, Esav’s descendants- 
now dominating Western Civilization-would 
begin to reimagine their society and their 
government. A feudal world of oppression 
and poverty would be replaced by a world 
of democracy and equality. A savage world 
would yield to one of greater civility. Not 
only was Esav veering toward monotheism, 

but he was now becoming more moral. The 
reclamation project continued. 

Would Esav pass the next stage? Though 
he had advanced religiously and morally, 
he had still mercilessly persecuted Ya’akov, 
in particular over the last millennia. Slowly 
but surely though, much of the Christian 
world has begun to abandon its discrimi-
natory views of Judaism and formally ban 
antisemitism. The rapprochement was 
almost complete. 

Which brings Esav to the final step of 
historical reclamation: assisting the return 
of Ya’akov to their homeland. On Novem-
ber 29th, 1947, many of Esav’s descendants 
voted to allow the Jews to pass into Israel. 
Since then, we have received significant sup-
port from many parts of Esav’s family. The 
rapprochement was delayed thousands of 
years, but it has occurred – at least for many 
segments of Esav’s family. 

Not all of Esav’s descendants have made 
the shift. One day Hashem will purify all 
monotheistic religions of their adulterations. 
Furthermore, He will judge the residents of 
Se’ir, Esav’s “capital”. Those who reconciled 
with Ya’akov will be redeemed, those who 
did not will be disciplined.

We never “gave up” on Esav. It just took 
some time and a lot of patience. 
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Following the Midrash and various com-
mentaries, several miracles occurred at 
this point. (1) The local Amorites waiting 
in ambush on the sides of the gorge were 
crushed when the cliffs merged, allowing 
the people to progress. (2) Miriam’s well 
reappeared and was lifted to the heights 
where Bnei Yisrael stood. And (3) its waters 
were colored red from the blood of the 
slain Amorites.   

And why these miracles? – so that an 
unsuspecting people would know Hashem 
had delivered them from their enemies. 
Indeed, when the people saw the blood, 
they broke out into song (Bemidbar 
21:17-20). 

For Rashi, citing the Midrash and Tal-
mud, this episode and the song were on 
par with the parting of the Red Sea and Shi-
rat HaYam (as hinted in the Hebrew text). 
However, in deference to Moshe’s previous 
trials with water, the details of these mira-
cles were not recounted in the Torah.

We might learn from these events that 
Hashem’s handiwork never fails. Some-
times, we are aware, but miracles pass us 
by at other times like butterflies’ wings. 
How often have we looked back on events 
only to realize that something extraordi-
narily unexpected and profound suddenly 
occurred in our lives? Perhaps we need to 
look more carefully and then break out into 
song. 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

The Ways of 
Water

It is probably true that a primary source 
of conflicts between nations revolves 
around resources, especially water. So, it 
is not surprising that water springs up in 
our Parsha several times as a weary troupe 
of Israelites slowly wind their way through 
the parched desert on their way to the 
Promised Land.

At first, we read of Miriam’s demise 
and no mention of national mourning. 
Consequently, our commentators declare, 
the well of water (in Miriam’s merit) that 
accompanied the people on their travels 
dried up. 

Then, after the thirsty people clamor for 
water, Moshe slips up by hitting the rock 
instead of talking to it. Whatever the actual 
cause of his sin, Moshe is castigated for not 
sanctifying God’s name sufficiently in the 
eyes of all the people. 

The people should then have recognized 
that the Source of all their providence lay 
in the hands of Hashem. However, hitting 
the rock and proclaiming, “Can this rock 
produce water?” apparently undermined 
that perception. 

After this unfortunate episode, the peo-
ple reached the border with Moav by the 
tributaries of the Arnon River.  
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Nefesh B'Nefesh is organizing a 
volunteer corps of specialists who, 
alongside its professional staff, will 
help accompany olim through their 
integration and acclimation.  
If you are a licensed social worker, 
psychologist or therapist, and interested 
in volunteering a few hours a week, please 
contact volunteercorps@nbn.org.il
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Real Life Rescues 
Two weeks ago, on Wednesday evening, a woman 
in her late 70s in Tel Aviv had mixed up some of her 
medications and by accident took too many pills of a certain kind causing her an 
adverse medical reaction. The woman, weak from the unintentional overdose, 
managed to call emergency services for help before she nearly lost consciousness 
and fell on the floor of her apartment. 

Netanel Yakoby a volunteer EMT from Tel Aviv was out with a few friends and fellow 
United Hatzalah volunteers at a local coffee shop when his emergency device and 
those of the responders with him began to sound, alerting the first responders to 
the emergency taking place near their location. Together with two of his fellow 
EMTs, Netanel rushed out of the coffee shop, jumped on his ambucycle, and raced 
over to the given street. 

With very limited information as to the incident’s location, Netanel and his 
teammates searched along the street for signs of an emergency. After a few 
minutes, they were beckoned over by a couple of pedestrians. Apparently, they 
had heard a faint voice calling for help from one of the buildings. 

The dedicated medics went from door to door, listening for sounds of distress. 
Their faithful search was eventually rewarded when they finally located the correct 
apartment. Police officers, who had just arrived, enabled entry to the apartment 
and the EMTs and officers entered. 

Netanel found the woman lying on the floor, moaning in pain. Her relief at seeing 
her rescuers was enormous. Netanel assessed the woman’s condition and took 
a full set of vital signs. After that, the first responders carefully lifted her to the 
couch. 

Netanel contacted the woman’s family members and provided emotional support 
to the distraught, pain-wracked woman. A few minutes later an ambulance arrived. 
The devoted volunteer was there with the woman for over an hour until he was 
sure that she was stable and in good hands, with family members arriving and the 
ambulance crew who were still on scene and  

"I may have missed the rest of my evening with my friends due to helping the 
woman," said Netanel, "but it doesn't bother me at all as I was helping someone. 
My friends are mostly fellow EMTs so they all get it. I am glad that I was able to help 
the distraught woman and care for her in her time of need."

1221
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Rabbi 
Soloveitchik: 
Making 
Meaningful 
Berachot 

Not a day passes in the life of an observant 
Jew without reciting berachot. Beginning 
our day with prayer, when we eat, when 
performing certain mitzvot - berachot are 
rendered.

We generally understand the idea of 
making a Beracha as a formula by which 
we ‘thank’ God or ‘offer praise’ to Him. 
The formula Baruch Ata Hashem, is often 
translated, “Praised be God’s name.” Yet, 
Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik suggested that 
this explanation does not capture the true 
meaning of making a beracha.

The Rav cited such giants as the Ari 
Hakadosh, the Vilna Gaon, and the author 
of the Tanya, who all reject the standard 
explanation stated above. Rather, they offer 
a kabbalistic view, which the Rav claimed, 

should be accepted as a beracha’s true 
connotation. 

Even before elucidating this idea, we 
first need to take a close look at the way 
the Torah uses the expression baruch. This 
will clarify its accurate meaning. The fol-
lowing verse is a key: “God created man in 
His image; in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. God 
blessed them and God said to them: ‘Be fer-
tile and increase; fill the earth and master 
it” (Gen. 1:27-28). This verse does not mean 
that the Almighty was praising or giving 
them acclaim. Rather, the verse asserts that 
the Creator imbued human nature with 
the desire to procreate and produce more 
offspring. The notion of beracha relates to 
expanding, procreating, or multiplying. 
(Blessings and Thanksgiving p.116)

Consider the meaning of the following 
verse: “And God blessed the seventh day 
and sanctified it” (Bereshit 2:3). R. Avraham 
ibn Ezra (ad loc.) explains: “The meaning 
of beracha is an increase of goodness. On 
this day, the body’s reproductive strength is 
renewed, as is the soul’s power to discern.” 
Nachmanides agrees with this interpre-
tation, calling it true and accurate. (Ibid., 
p.120)1

1  The Maharal of Prague comments 
that the word for blessing, which consists 
of letters bet, resh, chaf - all hint to the 
notion of doubling.The letter bet is double 
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Thus, when we begin our blessings to 
the Holy One with the traditional word 
“baruch,” we mean the same thing that God 
meant in his beracha to Adam and Chava 
and what he meant when he endowed the 
Shabbat with beracha. When the Torah 
commands us to bless God - “You shall eat 
and be satisfied, and you shall bless the 
Lord your God for the good Land that He 
has given you” (Devarim 8:10) - it means that 
we, as it were, bless God in the same vein; 
increase, expand, enlarge. But what does 
this actually mean?

In answering this question, the Rav simpli-
fied certain kabbalisitc idioms, explaining 
that although the Creator is the Holy King, 
the all-powerful maker of all, the foundation 
and purpose of all creation, there is the real-
ity that God needs man, as it were. Just as 
the people of Israel were a necessary com-
ponent in the giving/receiving of the Torah 
and the revelation at Sinai, God needs man 
in order to be manifest and known to the 
world. God is concealed and hidden until he 
is revealed. “The Shechina, as it were, can-
not reveal Herself…the “King is held captive 

the previous letter (alef), resh is double the 
prior letter (kuf), and Chaf is double the 
previous letter (yud). Also, Shabbat is note-
worthy for its many examples of “doubling”: 
Lechem Mishne (two challot based on the 
double portion of manna, Musaf (additional 
prayer) which consists of shnei temidim, and 
the neshama yetera (the double soul). 
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 
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in His Tresses” (Song 7:6). Man must free 
the Malka Kadisha from His chains, bring 
Him out of hiding, scatter the dense cloud, 
so that He may illuminate the world with 
His radiance. The master of the world is 
all-powerful, except when it comes to His 
own revelation.” (Blessings and Thanksgiv-
ing, pp. 123-124).

In this context The Rav elucidated the fol-
lowing Talmudic teaching. “All is in Heaven, 
except for reverence of Heaven” (Berachot 
33b). Reverence of Heaven, yirat Shamayim, 
is none other than the perception of Heaven, 
re’iyat Shamayim - “seeing” (“re’iyah”) and 
revering (‘yir’ah) share the same Hebrew 
word. The manifestation of the presence of 
God (the Shechina) depends on man himself. 
(Ibid., p.124)

It is interesting to note that words we 
include in a beracha: melech haolam, king 
of the world, has another connotation. The 
Rav quotes the talmud (Kiddushin 71a) 
which states: The Torah says, “This is my 
name forever” (Shemot 3:15), but “le’olam,” 
forever, is spelled “le’alem”, to be obscured. 
Although the Almighty fills the world, nev-
ertheless, He conceals Himself and remains 
hidden. Man can reveal more of God if he 
chooses. (Ibid., p.140)

The following chassidic story is illustrative 
of the above notion:

“The first Karliner Rebbe, who was 
referred to as R”Aharon Hagadol (the great; 
1736-1772), was a man of great piety and 
depth. In his eloquent liturgical songs, he 
often expressed his longing and love for 
Hashem, and his soul’s constant quest to be 
close to Him.

One motz’ei Shabbos (Saturday night) R. 
Yaakov, one of R. Aharon’s chassidim came 

to visit. During the conversation, the gab-
bai brought him a plate of fruit. The Rebbe 
picked up an apple, fervently recited the 
appropriate blessing, thanking God for the 
fruits of the trees and cut off a slice. He then 
proceeded to eat the apple.

The chassid sat across from his Rebbe and 
watched his every move, He had always con-
sidered his Rebbe somewhat akin to an angel, 
and yet here was his rebbe eating a mundane 
apple just like anyone else. For a fleeting 
moment a thought flashed through R’ Yaa-
kov’s mind, “we both eat apples, we both 
recite blessings. Sure the Rebbe recites the 
blessings with more fervor than I, but essen-
tially we are both pretty much the same.” 

The Rebbe, quick to note the subtle 
change of demeanor from reverence to 
careful appraisal, said to his student, “Tell 
me, R’ Yaakov, what indeed is the difference 
between you and me? I eat apples, and you 
eat apples. I recite blessings and you recite 
blessings. So how are we different?”

“I was just wondering the same thing,” 
replied R’ Yaakov, somewhat startled and 
embarrassed.

“I”ll tell you the difference,” said R’ 
Aharon thoughtfully, “When I get up in the 
morning, I look around and see the beau-
tiful trees in the garden, the miracles of 
creation, and the wonders of the world. I 
become so enthralled that I want to recite 
a blessing to express awe. However, I know 
that it is forbidden to recite God’s name in 
vain, so I must take an apple over which I 
can recite a blessing.

“But, when you arise in the morning , your 
first thought is, ‘I’m hungry. All night I hav-
en’t eaten.’ You would like to eat an apple, 
but of course you know that you cannot eat 
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an apple without reciting the appropriate 
blessing. So you take the apple, recite the 
blessing, and eat it. Here is where we differ. 
You make a beracha so that you can eat an 
apple, while I eat an apple so that I can make 
a beracha.” (“The Maggid Speaks,” Krohn. 
163-164)

The Rav asserted that the meaning of the 
formula “Baruch Ata” - Blessed are You - that 
a Jew recites before eating is similar to that 
of Moshe’s petition, “May the power of the 
Lord be increased (Bamidbar 14:17). In other 
words, Lord of all worlds, please reveal the 
glory of Your dominion to the eyes of all.” By 
the virtue of my discovery of You, my God, in 
this apple that I am eating, in this cup from 
which I sip wine, You and I merge with one 
another. The Master of the world is present 
when the beracha is recited, because its 
meaning is the disclosure of the Shechina.” 
(Blessings and Thanksgiving, p.124)

The Rav powerfully summed up this 
important teaching: “If you ask me what 
Judaism is, I will respond: Judaism is con-
tained in the words “Baruch Ata.” The 
recognition that the Almighty, as it were, 
needs our berachot, means that He, as it 
were, needs to be discovered by us and 
needs our constant aspiration to seek and 
find Him.” (Ibid., 125) 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

kedushat shvi’it to marry a woman (Kiddu-
shin 52a; see Rashi ad loc.) even though this 
requires the chatan’s ownership. Only at the 
time of bi’ur (when the fruit are no longer 
available in the field) must one temporarily 
return them to hefker (see Derech Emuna, 
Shemitta 7:17). Therefore, the kedushat 
shvi’it status will not make a difference.  

Do you have to worry that it is someone 
else’s fruit? Your wife is not sure it is yours 
because this fruit, like most, has no siman 
(identifiable sign). By all indications, had 
it fallen from anyone else, they also would 
not have a siman. In such a case, Halacha 
assumes that the owner gave up hope of 
reclaiming it (yei’ush), as an honest finder 
will not be able it to find and confirm the 
owner. We rule that yei’ush shelo mida’at 
(a person will have yei’ush when he finds 
out of the loss but this has yet to occur) is 
ineffective, as the yei’ush must precede the 
finder picking it up (ibid. 22b). Therefore, 
for it to be permitted to take it, one would 
have to assume that the owner realized 
that the fruit fell. We pasken one may make 
this assumption (Shulchan Aruch, Choshen 
Mishpat 262:7) even though it is not a simple 
assumption (see S’ma ad loc. 15). Therefore, 
you are permitted to keep it.

Does the concern of your wife, who is not 
even sure if she lost such a fruit, that per-
haps it does belong to a neighbor beckon 
for taking steps beyond the letter of the 
law? The Shulchan Aruch Harav (Metzia 18) 

Finding a 
Fruit with 
Kedushat 
Shvi’it

Question: My wife shopped at a special 
kedushat shvi’it fruit distribution. A few 
hours later, I spotted on the walkway to our 
building (of seven apartments) a single fruit. 
I took it home and asked my wife, who said 
it made sense that it fell from her, but asked 
how we can know it is not from a neighbor 
who might have also bought. Do I have to 
put up a sign or ask neighbors (whom I 
trust) if it could be theirs? Is it more lenient 
because there is no ownership of kedushat 
shvi’it fruit?

Answer: Let us take off the table the con-
fusing matter of kedushat shvi’it. The field 
owner is required to treat his fruit as hefker 
(ownerless). There is a machloket whether 
it is automatically hefker based on divine 
decree (Shut Hamabit I:11; see Bava Met-
zia 39a) or whether it occurs only after the 
owner is, properly, mafkir (Avkat Rochel 
24). When one permissibly receives fruit for 
consumption, he does become owner of the 
fruit, with kedushat shvi’it dictating halachot 
of its consumption and treatment. For that 
reason, a man is able to use fruit with 
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does say this is proper even after yei’ush and 
with no siman. However, this is only when 
the finder finds out who lost it; he does not 
have to announce his find. In some ways 
your need might be more compelling, as you 
have the list of candidates effectively down 
to six trustworthy people, so might it is still 
be worthwhile? 

In another way, your rights are much 
greater than the average one, because 
there is strong reason to think it is yours. 
In fact, even if a neighbor would have seen 
you picking up the fruit and demanded it 
back due to the possibility he dropped it, 
he would not be able to extract it from you 
without proof. You can then take comfort in 
the answer to the Mahari Basan’s famous 
question (cited in Kuntras Hasefeikot I:6) 
about the halacha that Reuven who is in 
possession of something does not have to 
give it to Shimon who makes a claim with 
insufficient proof, even if Reuven is unsure 
what the truth is. Why don’t we require 
Reuven to give it up due to the doubt that he 
might be stealing from Shimon? The most 
accepted answer is that once we determine 
who has rights to it based on the rules of 
monetary Halacha, the prohibition of steal-
ing does not apply. Here too, if no neighbor 
is expected to be able to prove himself more 
deserving than you, you have no reason for 
concern.

If you want to try to return, not out of 
concern but out of love of going beyond the 

Halacha in monetary matters, that is a dif-
ferent story. However, it would seem that 
such steps are more appropriate in cases 
that make a difference to people, not a sin-
gle fruit.  
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

A History of 
Egg Freezing

Last time we discussed the biological 
clock that determines the limited time a 
woman has in order to get pregnant. As a 
woman gets older she is less likely to get 
pregnant and more likely to have a preg-
nancy with a genetic abnormality.

But the age of marriage is increasing 
worldwide. People are getting married 
later, and, when they do get married, often 
postpone having children due to concerns 
for their career development, academic 
study, or for financial, personal or medi-
cal reasons.  

One important development that must 
be considered is the technology that 
enables women to freeze their eggs and 
thus achieve extended fertility.

Let us examine something of the biology 
and history of egg freezing.

Eggs are the largest cell in the human 
body. While the nucleus of all cells is 
about the same size, the egg is larger than 
other cells since it contains more fluid, 
or cytoplasm. Many fluids, cytoplasm 
included, expand on freezing. Until rel-
atively recently, this determined that it 
was extremely difficult to freeze eggs, as 
on freezing the cytoplasm expanded and 
this ruptured the Zona Pellucida, the outer 

shell of the egg. In addition, the cytoplasm 
crystalized thus rendering the egg incapa-
ble of being used at a later stage.

A few years ago, a new method of freez-
ing, called vitrification, was developed. 
This was a method of rapid freezing that 
prevented the effects of expansion and 
did not enable the fluid to crystalize. The 
result was the new technology of egg 
freezing.

It was initially developed and used to 
bank eggs in a clinic dealing with egg 
donations. The problem with such clinics 
is coordinating the ovulation induction 
of the donor with the preparation of the 
recipient to be ready to carry the egg. Egg 
freezing solved this problem; there was 
no longer a need to coordinate the tim-
ing of the two women. The donor could 
produce eggs which could then be fro-
zen and stored, and, when the recipient 
was ready, the eggs could be thawed and 
implanted.

This program proved to be effective, but 
the eggs were only stored for a very short 
period of time. However, it suggested that 
eggs may be able to be stored for longer 
periods, under different circumstances, 
and for a very different purpose.

Thus was born elective egg freezing, in 
which women froze their own eggs to gain 
more time to have healthy children at a 
later date.

More on this next week. 
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054-527-9356

DIRTY AIR,
DAMP & MOLD
GREEN  
TREATMENT 
EXPERTS

- Corona Cleaning
- Deodorization
- Leak Detection Systems
- Waterproofing
- English + Hebrew Reports
- Working at heights - Insured
- Quality House Painting

QUICK FREE ESTIMATE/
ADVICE :)
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There are other questions our greatest 
leaders have asked without answers. 
Why is there evil? Why isn’t there obvi-
ous divine justice? Sometimes asking 
and pondering over these questions is 
more important than having the answers.  
To ask questions is to care about the truth 
and to believe in the value and importance of 
our role in this world. To question the mitz-
vot is what drives us to understand them. 
To question evil is what drives us to fight it.  
How fortunate we are to be part of a tradi-
tion that values and encourages questions. 
Stay curious and keep asking!

Menachem 
Kramer
11th Grade, Ramat 
Beit Shemesh

The Protection That Peace 
Provides

In the middle of this week’s parsha, we 
are told about the death of Ahron. We see 
that Am Yisrael was deeply affected by 
this news and every household, man and 
woman, mourned the loss for 30 days. 
The question that arises from this is what 
warranted such an extreme reaction from 
the people, which was unlike any other 
reaction that took place after the deaths of 
other leaders? 

The answer can be found by analyz-
ing a singular character trait that Ahron 
embodied, which was a drive for Shalom/

Shlomo Rayman 
Beit Shemesh  
Chapter Director
Sweet Taste of 
Curiosity

Growing up, when someone in my 
family asked a worthy question, it was 
declared a ‘Slurpee Question’ and they 
were rewarded with a large slurpee from 
7-Eleven. The excitement my parents had 
over clever questions combined with 
the delicious taste of carbonated-sug-
ar-water played a significant role in my 
love for learning, my curiosity, and my 
sweet tooth. Looking back, this is actu-
ally quite counterintuitive. One would 
expect parents to reward answers! Where 
does this love for questions come from?  
The mitzvah of parah aduma is filled with 
enigmas. A cow is used, despite its resem-
blance to the golden calf. The kohanim 
who prepare the ashes and purify oth-
ers, become impure themselves. The cow 
is slaughtered outside the Beit Hamik-
dash, something normally forbidden.  
Though, the biggest enigma is that histo-
ry’s smartest person, Shlomo Hamelech, 
didn’t have an answer! I’m sure that in 
this publication alone, there are mul-
tiple answers to these very questions.  
Sometimes we are too quick to offer 
superficial answers and we minimize the 
importance of dwelling on a question. 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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Peace. Rashi explains that Ahron was 
a “Rodef Shalom,” or pursuer of peace 
within Am Yisrael, and actively strove to 
settle arguments between people. We also 
know that the Ananei Hakavod, which had 
been protecting Bnei Yisrael in the desert, 
were brought in Ahron’s merit, and Rashi 
explains that they disappeared when he 
died. This left Am Yisrael susceptible to 
attacks from other nations like we see in the 
following pasuk that says that a Canaanite 
nation fought with Bnei Yisrael immedi-
ately following the death of Ahron, because 
the Ananei Hakavod had disappeared.

 The reason that this explains the extended 
mourning of Ahron is that Ahron was the 
generator of peace within the nation. His 
actions allowed for an atmosphere of peace 
to be produced around the nation, and in 
the merit of the peaceful surroundings the 
Ananei Hakavod were brought to protect 
the nation. However, when Ahron died, 
the nation lost their source of the peaceful 
atmosphere and protection that emerged 
from that atmosphere, and as a result 
mourned that loss greatly. 

From here we can learn the importance 
of creating peace between people and 
settling arguments. Just as the Ananei 
Hakavod protected Am Yisrael in the des-
ert and flattened the roads for them in the 
merit of the peace within the nation, so too 
when we come together and stop arguing 
we will be protected from all problems and 
the path forward will be much smoother. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Best Listings in and around Jerusalem

Yitchak Kowalsky

One of the Last Plots Available in Eden Hills
*10 Minutes away from RBS!

Eden Hills is the new and upcoming 
modern Orthodox community near RBS. 

 
Plot of 800 sqm, Can build 507 sqm on 4 levels
Large wrap around garden (Option for a pool)

 
 

054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

Great Investment 
Opportunity in

Katamonim
2 bedrooms, 1.5 bath, balcony

Wheelchair accessible 
Shabbos elevator, 
Parking & storage

Amazing Private Arab
House on Tel Hai Street

5 rooms, 200 sqm,
Built on one level, 

Completely renovated

Freestanding House
in Efrat

On Hagefen St.
Ove 400 sqm on 4 levels

2 separate units
Asking price upon request

Efrat

Eden Hills

For Rent 
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Zionism
Lecture 
Series
Join the Nefesh B'Nefesh Zionist 
Education Initiative for an exciting 
series exploring the past, present 
and future of Zionism.

Lectures presented by
Rabbi Uri Pilichowski
Senior Educator, Nefesh B'Nefesh  
Zionist Education Initiative

For more information about these events and to learn 
about other Anglo events happening throughout the 
country, visit www.theisraelcalendar.org

Sunday, July 3 
The Uniqueness of  
Eretz Yisrael

Sunday, July 10 
Unravelling Zionism  
and Anti-Semitism

Sunday, July 17 
Unity in Zionist Discourse

Sunday, July 24 
Zionism without Aliyah?

Sunday, July 31
Is Religious Zionism Alive?

Beginning Sunday, July 3 10:00AM

Nefesh B'Nefesh Aliyah Campus 
10 Sderot Yitzchak Rabin, Jerusalem
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Sunday-Wednesday, July 31 – August 3, 2022
3-6 Menachem Av, 5782

plus in-person Tiyulim on Thursday, July 21

For the complete program and to register
visit: www.friendsofherzog.org/YI22

 Join the
2022 Herzog College Yemei Iyun B’Tanakh

Live & Online!

Deadline for in-person registration July 25. Early Bird Discount ends July 16.
FREE online Tisha B’Av program for all registrants.

 Live lectures at Herzog College in Alon Shvut
including English lectures on Sunday & Wednesday,
plus 50 online lectures & tours in Hebrew & English

Lecture sponsorship opportunities are available: dev@herzog.ac.il



www.israelrescue.org 1221

United Hatzalah’s network of 6,200 volunteer medics 
help save thousands of lives each year across Israel by 
providing medical treatment in an average response 

time of 3 minutes or less.

UNITED
HATZALAH

WHEN SECONDS COUNT...

UNITED HATZALAH   IS THERE.

UNITED
HATZALAH


