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Woman’s 
Wisdom

One of the many compelling personalities 
within the rebelling camp of Korach is On 
ben Pelet. Although he is introduced at the 
beginning of the insurrection, we find no 
mention of him when Korach and his group 
are punished. Chazal teach us (Midrash Tan-
chuma) that his wife’s wisdom saved him 
from ultimately joining forces with Korach. 
Why then, we wonder, is he even mentioned 
in the first place? What wisdom did she 
employ to save her husband?

Rav Druck in Aish Tamid explains that 
Hashem considers a thought to do a mitzvah 
akin to doing the mitzvah itself. However, 
when one has a thought to do a sin, Hashem 
does not regard it as if one performed that 
sin. The one exception, however, is the sin 
of avodah zarah. If one has thoughts of idol 
worship, Hashem holds him responsible as if 
he actually did the deed. By questioning the 
validity of Moshe Rabbeinu’s appointment, 
Korach and his followers were, in a real sense, 
questioning the validity of Hashem Himself, 
kaviyachol. Such action is considered a form 
of idolatry, and even thinking such thoughts 
renders one culpable. In the beginning our 
parashah, On ben Pelet is mentioned for 
being involved in this serious transgression. 
Chazal explain that the name On is related to 

the word ‘aninut,’ he sat in teshuvah mourn-
ing his mistake and therefore was no longer 
liable for punishment. Rav Weinberger in 
Shemen Hatov adds that On remained in this 
state, mourning his past but failed to move 
forward. Although he regretted his actions, 
he did not take steps to make changes for the 
future so he unfortunately did not reach the 
level of Korach’s sons who are lauded for the 
full teshuvah they did.

The Midrash Tanchuma tells us that On’s 
wife told him, “Whoever will be our chosen 
leader, you will remain his servant.”  She took 
the rational approach, showing her husband 
that he will be “polishing the shoes” of which-
ever leader will prevail. Thus, she argued, he 
had nothing to gain by joining the rebellion. 
Caught up in the fervor of revolt, On could 
not see her logical reasoning.  Rav Ezrachi in 
Birkat Mordechai notes that “jealousy, desire, 
and honor, drive a person from the world’” 
(Avos 4:21) refers to a person’s inner world, 
his broad mindset and attitude. When one’s 
yetzer hara has him in a state of burning pas-
sion and desire he is unable to think clearly 
and see the entire picture. 

Rav Nevenzal adds that the greatness 
of On’s wife was that she responded to 
his yetzer hara instead of appealing to his 
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intellectual mind. She addressed his bid 
for honor and made it realize that he had 
nothing to gain from this argument, at the 
end of the day he would still be a simple foot 
soldier no matter who won. We too, can use 
this tactic to best our yetzer hara. At times, 
the most effective strategy is to highlight the 
benefits of serving Hashem, or at the very 
least, make it evident that the yetzer hara 
has nothing to lose by doing a mitzvah. 

In general, Rav Grossbard in Da’at Shraga 
teaches, one must be in a state of calm and 
have yishuv hada’at when making major life 
decisions. On’s wife was able to maintain 
her equilibrium amid the fury and chaos 
around her and look at the situation with 
clarity. Likewise, we must recognize the 
importance of menuchat hanefesh and use 
it to anchor us in the overwhelming choices 
we make.  
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