
28     TORAH TIDBITS 1473 / KORACH 5782

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Placing the 
Blame on Others

In this week’s parsha Korach leads a 
rebellion against Moshe Rabbeinu. It is 
clear that Korach had his personal agenda, 
yet he sought to draw others into the con-
flict. Hazal tell us that Korach’s dispute was 
the result of uncontrolled jealousy towards 
two individuals: Aharon and Eltzaphan.  

It bothered Korach that Moshe selected 
his brother Aharon the son of Amram to 
serve as the Kohen Gadol. To add fuel to 
the flame, when Eltzaphan was selected as 
a the nasi of shevet Levi, Korach was furi-
ous as he believed that he, being the son of 
Yitzhar (next in kin to Amram) should have 
been selected, rather than the son of Uziel, 
the fourth and youngest of Levi’s sons.  

Yet Korach did not react immediately, 
rather he waited for what he felt would 
be the most opportune time in order to 
receive the support of the people. The 
Ramban explains that Korach could not 
have acted earlier, as the people supported 
Moshe following chet ha’egel, as he prayed 
and succeeded in saving them from annihi-
lation. They would not tolerate a rebellion 
against such a devoted leader. 

However, over time the people became 
frustrated with the journey in the desert, 
desired meat and water and complained 

to Moshe even questioning why he led 
them out of Egypt in the first place. Due to 
transgressions, thousands began to die in 
the desert. Following the sin of the spies 
in last week’s parsha, where the nation 
was decreed to wander in the desert for 40 
years and having been denied the ability 
to merit entering the promised land, the 
people become disenchanted with Moshe.  
Korach seized the moment to piggyback on 
public resentment of Moshe and gain sup-
porters for his agenda. 

Rav Yerucham Levovitz finds the cause 
for the public resentment towards Moshe 
very telling. Why were the people angry 
with Moshe? They accepted the reports of 
the meraglim as the final word and should 
bear responsibility for their decision.  Moshe 
did not influence their judgement. How was 
he responsible for their predicament? 

There is a tendency to shift the blame and 
to resent the person who one perceives as 
being the cause of their troubles.  Human 
nature is to look for a scapegoat upon 
whom to place the blame. Rav Yerucham 
offers a mashal to highlight this point. An ill 
patient visits a doctor who prescribes med-
ication to cure a virus. The patient ignores 
the doctor’s diagnosis, and his situation 
worsens. The patient cannot blame the doc-
tor for the deterioration of his condition. 
The patient must bear responsibility for his 
irresponsible behavior.    

This is a phenomenon that is 
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unfortunately prevalent in our generation. 
Rabbi Frand refers to it as Generation V- 
the “victim” generation. People do not take 
responsibility for their actions. They blame 
their shortcomings on their upbringing.  
It is the fault of the relationship they had 
with their parents or an elementary school 
teacher. The fact that they are in a challeng-
ing situation is blamed on others. 

Rabbi Norman Lamm z”l in his Haggada 
explains that Pharaoh is never mentioned 
by name for this very reason. Had his name 
been provided in the Torah, historians and 
psychologists would have speculated about 
him, especially his childhood, suggesting 
probable reasons for his atrocious behav-
ior. By providing a name and an identity, 
we open the door to excuses and the ero-
sion of personal responsibility.  

We can all find situations that did not go 
as planned. We can shirk responsibility and 
find reasons to rebel and people to blame. In 
the end we are only deceiving and hurting 
ourselves. We need to take accountability 
for our failures as we would for our suc-
cesses. If the generation in the desert did so, 
they would not have joined Korach in his 
rebellion against Moshe.   As can be derived 
from Korach’s demise, jumping on the vic-
tim’s bandwagon is not rewarding. 

FOR RENT- In Baka, unique new penthouse 200qm, 
boutique 2 family building, private elevator, 5 rooms, high 
ceilings, modern & beautiful views, succah terraces  
MAYA- 054-6650184
Private Villa on the exclusive Pinsker St., Talbieh- 
520m built with huge gardens and roof terrace, can be also 
divided as 3 or 4 apartments, private elevator, parking, 
storage, all new! DEBORAH-054-4804767
For Serious clients only! In the Orient Hotel, unique 
280m apartment on one level with large succah terrace, top 
standard, all furnished, 7 rooms, all facilities of the hotel, 
pool, spa DEBORAH-054-4804767
Private small building in Baka, Shimshon St. 300m with 
additional building rights, huge private garden, divided as 
3 units so can be private house of 3 separated apartments 
DEBORAH-054-4804767
On the exquisite Elcharizi St., Rechavia, new project, 
new280m penthouse, 100m terraces, finishes and layout 
according to buyer requests! DEBORAH-054-4804767
Ben Maimon St. Duplex newly apartment, 5 bedrooms, 
4 ensuite, 4 terraces, private parking, Shabbat elevator, all 
renovated, 3 exposures, very sunny!! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden 
apartment with private entrance, 250m with private garden, 
parking, high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartment 
building
Charming renovated garden apartment on Ben 
Maimon- 110m, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 100m private 
gardens, private entrance, only 4.9M Shekels  
MAYA- 054-6650184
Authentic Mansion on a dead-end St., German Colony, 
1150m plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, 
additional building rights to add 2 more floors  
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
On a small lane of Baka, beautiful 190m penthouse,  
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat 
elevator, small MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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