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four times after witnessing Hashem’s mir-
acles firsthand?!

The Gemara is Masechet Taanit 14b quotes 
Rebbi Elazar and says that an important 
person is permitted to fall on his face and 
humiliate himself in front of the community 
only if he is certain that he will be answered. 
The commentaries ask how Moshe was per-
mitted to fall on his face in this case?! How 
could he have been so certain?

Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk ZY”A reminds 
us that Moshe Rabbeinu was ‘Anav M’kol 
Ha’adam’- the humblest man of them all, 
and therefore did not want to fall on his 
face. It’s only when Korach reminded him 
that he and Aaron were in charge and cho-
sen to lead does he remember what true 
humility is. There is a misconception that 
being humble is being low, nothing, or 
worthless. But, true humility is exactly the 
opposite. It’s knowing how great you are 
and how much better you can be by bene-
fiting others. We need to acknowledge how 
great we are in order to help others, but it’s 
only when we acknowledge others (even 
someone like Korach!) that we realize our 
own greatness.

Shabbat Shalom

Rabbi Yosef 
Ginsberg
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Director,  
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Rising From The Fall

This week’s Parsha, Korach, is a tough 
one to swallow. If just the story of Korach 
came up through the Midbar it would have 
been enough four our faces to have turned 
red. Unfortunately this is the fourth major 
national act of embarrassment by our 
nation in the Midbar thus far. The first 
sin was that of the golden calf, 2nd of the 
‘Mitonanim’- the complainers, 3rd the spies, 
and now a 4th time with the rebellion of 
Korach. When Korach came with his large 
assembly to complain, the Pasuk tells us 
that “Moshe heard and fell upon his face”. 
Rashi tells us that uniquely this time he fell 
upon his face since he felt that he could not 
go back a fourth time to ask Hashem for 
forgiveness. We Jews have Chutzpah, but 
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In Question

This week’s parsha begins with Korach’s 
rebellion. Korach and 250 men from the 
nation were questioning Moshe and Aharon’s 
rank, as well as the validity of certain mitzvot. 
As a result of their uprising, Moshe davened 
to Hashem, and Hashem caused the earth to 
swallow them.  The matter, however, did not 
stop there. Bnai Yisrael cried out to Moshe 
about the loss of their people, and once again 
Moshe davened to Hashem and Hashem sent 
a plague which killed 14,700 people. Typically, 
in the Torah, when Hashem sent a miracle 
the conflict or issue would end, yet here, this 
time, why is it that the miracle didn’t fix the 
problem?

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z”l explains that what 
finally solved the problem wasn’t Moshe ask-
ing Hashem for a miracle, but rather was the 
test which they performed which proved that 
Shevet Levi was worthy of being the ones to 
serve Hashem. Hashem told Bnai Yisrael to 
take 12 sticks, one from each tribe and which-
ever grows branches and leaves from it is the 
chosen leader. As we know, Shevet Levi’s 
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stick, engraved with Aharon’s name, bloomed, 
and everyone understood that Aharon was 
the one chosen to be the Kohen Gadol. 

Why did this sign, of all things, end the 
problem? We see from the beginning of 
the parsha, Korach and the people weren’t 
rebelling against Moshe- how could they? He 
was the one who got them out of Egypt and 
performed so many miracles it was obvious 
he was chosen. Instead, they were question-
ing Aharon, and what made HIM different 
from the rest? They felt, just because he was 
Moshe’s brother, didn’t mean he was nec-
essarily worthy of being the Kohen Gadol 
too. Moshe knew the conflict was against 
Aharon, but Moshe got lost in the argument, 
took it personally, and even forgot that the 
real issue was against his brother. We know 
this because he said: “This is how you know 
Hashem sent ME” but the nation knew that 
Hashem chose Moshe! Their issue was with 
whether Hashem had, in fact, chosen Aharon. 
When they see Aharon’s stick bloom, they 
know only then he was chosen as well and 
only then did the conflict end. 


