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The Mishnah in Sanhedrin 
4:5 says, אחת נפש  המקיים   “כל 

 מישראל מעלה עליו הכתוב כאילו קיים

עולם מלא”

“Whoever saves a life, it is 
considered as if he saved an entire world.”

As the school year closes for grade schools 
and high schools across the country, gradu-
ation celebrations have commenced. And at 
OU Israel, our teens are no different. This past 
week I had the privilege of attending gradu-
ation ceremonies for 
teens who have been 
involved in our OU 
Israel Youth Centers 
and are entering the 
next stage of their 
lives. One such cere-
mony that I attended 
in Rechovot was par-
ticularly meaningful, exemplifying this very 
mishnah in Sanhedrin. I’ll share the stories of 
two teens whose experiences in our Youth 
Center left a lasting impact on their lives. 

The first teen became involved in his local 
OU Israel Youth Center in ninth grade. At that 
time, he was also spending time on the streets, 
engaging in activities that were harmful. 
After one such night when returning home, 
he passed one of his Youth Center madrichim, 
Noam. Seeing that this boy looked troubled, 
Noam helped him for hours into the night, 
schmoozing, listening, and showering him 
with understanding and support. That boy 
is now a young man and stood before his 
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graduating class of 13 Youth Center peers to 
share his story. He explained that the support 
he received from Noam that night helped him 
make the choice to leave his life on the streets, 
and since then, he’s never looked back. In fact, 
he continued to come to every Youth Center 
event over the next four years. Next year, he 
will be joining a mechinah program before 
enlisting in the IDF.  

Another teen shared an experience he had 
during an OU Israel Youth Center Shabbaton 

when he was in sev-
enth grade. During 
the Shabbaton, the 
madrichim raffled off 
prizes for teens who 
were willing to take 
something meaning-
ful upon themselves. 
This boy chose to say 

kriyat Shema every night. Five years later at 
his Youth Center graduation, he shared that 
since that Shabbaton he’s never missed a 
night of saying kriyat Shema. Next year he 
will be going to a mechina program in Yeshi-
vat Atzmona before enlisting in the IDF. 

This week OU Israel was honored to host 
Rabbi Moshe Elefant, COO of OU Kashrut. 
He flew to Israel to meet with existing 
vendors, identify areas of opportunity for 
growth and explore new vendors to work 
with. I’ll digress for a moment to share that 
for those who are not aware, beyond his 
work for OU Kashrut, Rabbi Elefant hosts 
a fantastic Daf Yomi shiur that I thoroughly 
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the OU could not meet a vendor’s needs or if 
he saw that standards of halacha that the OU 
requires would not be met by the vendor. 

Because of its business structure as a non-
profit, OU provides kashrut with a heart to 
vendors around the world. Due to the tire-
less efforts of the kashrut team at OU Israel, 
Rabbi Yissocher Dov Krakowski, Rabbi Ezra 
Friedman, Rabbi Yonatan Korach and Rabbi 
Mati Cohen, more vendors are choosing to 
certify their products with OU kashrut and 
when they do, they have a direct impact on 
providing for both the physical and spiritual 
needs of Am Yisrael. I believe that because 
of its integrity and honesty, the OU contin-
ues to be successful, reaching new heights 
each year. I ask that HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
continue to give us siyata d’Shmaya and 
so we can be successful in our mission of 
providing for Klal Yisrael - physically and 
spiritually. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

enjoy. You can find it online via https://all-
daf.org/series/159/. 

Due to the many OU Israel Youth Centers 
graduation ceremonies taking place around 
the country, my week was filled with a 
mixture of OU Kashrut business meetings, 
and celebrating the achievements of teens 
who entered our programs as kids at risk 
and graduated as healthy and stable young 
adults. Perhaps it is needless to say, but 
you can imagine that hearing these stories 
made my OU Kashrut meetings all the more 
meaningful, because OU Kashrut does more 
than supply kosher food for Jews around the 
world. It remains committed to fortifying 
the next generation of Am Yisrael by rein-
vesting a portion of its profits into broader 
OU programming. 

When meeting with new vendors - sec-
ular and religious - it is always touching to 
see how moved they are to learn that OU 
Kashrut revenue is invested back into Klal 
Yisrael to create impactful programming for 
people of all ages throughout Eretz Yisrael. 
The pictures and stories I share provide an 
added layer of significance and meaning to 
our discussions.

When meeting with existing vendors 
they often share the same appreciation for 
the integrity of the OU - they continue to 
receive the service that was agreed upon. 
The reputation of yashrut (from the root 
word yashar, translated as straight) that 
the OU has around the world is one that 
has been continuously solidified since its 
founding in 1898 due to the transparency 
and honesty that its employees uphold. OU 
Kashrut in Israel follows in the same path. 
At some meetings, Rabbi Elefant turned 
down business opportunities if he felt that 
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