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This week's Torah Tidbits cover image!
Photo By: Josef Tocker

We made aliyah in 2010 from New York and now live in Alon Shvut in Gush Etzion.

About the Photo: I am a graphic artist by trade but now retired, I have been working on "Parsha Pics", 
a weekly photomontage of every parsha in the Torah. By definition, photomontage is a combination 
of several shots joined together to show more of the subject that can be shown in a single artwork. 

The picture shows the earth opening its mouth to swallow up Korach and his followers.

SHABBAT MEVARCHIM
המולד יהיה יום רביעי, ארבעים ושמונה דקות ושלושה חלקים אחרי שש בבקר

ראש חדש תמוז יהיה ביום רביעי וביום חמישי הבא עלינו ועל כל ישראל לטובה

Rosh Chodesh Tammuz is on Wednesday June 29 and Thursday 
June 30

*Rabbi Daniel Mann and Menachem Persoff's Divrei Torahs can be found at  www.torahtidbits.com
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The Mishnah in Sanhedrin 
4:5 says, אחת נפש  המקיים   “כל 

 מישראל מעלה עליו הכתוב כאילו קיים

עולם מלא”

“Whoever saves a life, it is 
considered as if he saved an entire world.”

As the school year closes for grade schools 
and high schools across the country, gradu-
ation celebrations have commenced. And at 
OU Israel, our teens are no different. This past 
week I had the privilege of attending gradu-
ation ceremonies for 
teens who have been 
involved in our OU 
Israel Youth Centers 
and are entering the 
next stage of their 
lives. One such cere-
mony that I attended 
in Rechovot was par-
ticularly meaningful, exemplifying this very 
mishnah in Sanhedrin. I’ll share the stories of 
two teens whose experiences in our Youth 
Center left a lasting impact on their lives. 

The first teen became involved in his local 
OU Israel Youth Center in ninth grade. At that 
time, he was also spending time on the streets, 
engaging in activities that were harmful. 
After one such night when returning home, 
he passed one of his Youth Center madrichim, 
Noam. Seeing that this boy looked troubled, 
Noam helped him for hours into the night, 
schmoozing, listening, and showering him 
with understanding and support. That boy 
is now a young man and stood before his 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

graduating class of 13 Youth Center peers to 
share his story. He explained that the support 
he received from Noam that night helped him 
make the choice to leave his life on the streets, 
and since then, he’s never looked back. In fact, 
he continued to come to every Youth Center 
event over the next four years. Next year, he 
will be joining a mechinah program before 
enlisting in the IDF.  

Another teen shared an experience he had 
during an OU Israel Youth Center Shabbaton 

when he was in sev-
enth grade. During 
the Shabbaton, the 
madrichim raffled off 
prizes for teens who 
were willing to take 
something meaning-
ful upon themselves. 
This boy chose to say 

kriyat Shema every night. Five years later at 
his Youth Center graduation, he shared that 
since that Shabbaton he’s never missed a 
night of saying kriyat Shema. Next year he 
will be going to a mechina program in Yeshi-
vat Atzmona before enlisting in the IDF. 

This week OU Israel was honored to host 
Rabbi Moshe Elefant, COO of OU Kashrut. 
He flew to Israel to meet with existing 
vendors, identify areas of opportunity for 
growth and explore new vendors to work 
with. I’ll digress for a moment to share that 
for those who are not aware, beyond his 
work for OU Kashrut, Rabbi Elefant hosts 
a fantastic Daf Yomi shiur that I thoroughly 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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the OU could not meet a vendor’s needs or if 
he saw that standards of halacha that the OU 
requires would not be met by the vendor. 

Because of its business structure as a non-
profit, OU provides kashrut with a heart to 
vendors around the world. Due to the tire-
less efforts of the kashrut team at OU Israel, 
Rabbi Yissocher Dov Krakowski, Rabbi Ezra 
Friedman, Rabbi Yonatan Korach and Rabbi 
Mati Cohen, more vendors are choosing to 
certify their products with OU kashrut and 
when they do, they have a direct impact on 
providing for both the physical and spiritual 
needs of Am Yisrael. I believe that because 
of its integrity and honesty, the OU contin-
ues to be successful, reaching new heights 
each year. I ask that HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
continue to give us siyata d’Shmaya and 
so we can be successful in our mission of 
providing for Klal Yisrael - physically and 
spiritually. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

enjoy. You can find it online via https://all-
daf.org/series/159/. 

Due to the many OU Israel Youth Centers 
graduation ceremonies taking place around 
the country, my week was filled with a 
mixture of OU Kashrut business meetings, 
and celebrating the achievements of teens 
who entered our programs as kids at risk 
and graduated as healthy and stable young 
adults. Perhaps it is needless to say, but 
you can imagine that hearing these stories 
made my OU Kashrut meetings all the more 
meaningful, because OU Kashrut does more 
than supply kosher food for Jews around the 
world. It remains committed to fortifying 
the next generation of Am Yisrael by rein-
vesting a portion of its profits into broader 
OU programming. 

When meeting with new vendors - sec-
ular and religious - it is always touching to 
see how moved they are to learn that OU 
Kashrut revenue is invested back into Klal 
Yisrael to create impactful programming for 
people of all ages throughout Eretz Yisrael. 
The pictures and stories I share provide an 
added layer of significance and meaning to 
our discussions.

When meeting with existing vendors 
they often share the same appreciation for 
the integrity of the OU - they continue to 
receive the service that was agreed upon. 
The reputation of yashrut (from the root 
word yashar, translated as straight) that 
the OU has around the world is one that 
has been continuously solidified since its 
founding in 1898 due to the transparency 
and honesty that its employees uphold. OU 
Kashrut in Israel follows in the same path. 
At some meetings, Rabbi Elefant turned 
down business opportunities if he felt that 

Mazal Tov to 
Rabbi Avi & Pnina Berman
and family on the marriage of their son

Shlomo to Tamar
daughter of Rav Yedidya & Racheli Melamed  

of Beit Chaggai
Mazel Tov to grandparents  

Fyvie & Rachel Leah Berman  
and Alex & Danielle Kuflik
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

The story of the rebellion of Korach par-
allels the story of the spies from last week.  
Both are a rejection of the Divine, albeit in 
the rough and tumble of human dynamics.  
In the sin of the spies, although G-d prom-
ised the Land to us over and over - many 
times - the reality of the actual march gave 
the people cold feet. The sense of inade-
quacy, of weakness, of lack of confidence, 
of inferiority in the face of the nations of 
the Land drove the people to demur. As if 
to say:  we are inadequate even with G-d’s 
promises. Korach, on the other hand, suffers 
not from a sense of inadequacy but rather 
the opposite, of inflated self image.  The best 
person to lead this people is me.  Korach’s 
bloated self perception led him to challenge 
Moshe’s leadership, in spite of G-d’s repeated 
selection of Moshe. As if to say: I know bet-
ter than the Divine who is the best to lead 
this people and it is me.  The opposite self 
perceptions; the same conclusion. With the 
spies, the people felt inadequate. With Kor-
ach, he felt superior.  The stories of Bamidbar 
revolve around the reality of human nature; 
the challenge of fealty to the Divine amidst 
the myriad of human weaknesses. And a 
myriad of weaknesses there are.

KI TEITZEI 1st Aliya (Bamidbar 16:1-13) 
Korach staged a rebellion 
against Moshe and Aharon 

along with Datan, Aviram and On and with 
250 others. They claimed: we are all holy, 
why then are you above us? Moshe was dis-
traught. He countered: G-d Himself will 
affirm whom He chooses. Bring an incense 
offering and He will choose. Moshe spoke 
to Korach: Why is it insufficient for you to 
serve as a Levi that you seek to be a Kohen 
as well? Moshe called for Datan and Avi-
ram. They refused, saying: your leadership 
has failed, for you failed in bringing us to 
the Land of Israel.

The rebellion is multi pronged. There 
is Korach. He seeks to be leader, either in 
place of Moshe or of Aharon. For we are all 
holy. Which is true. Datan and Aviram chal-
lenge Moshe’s leadership; Moshe has failed 
to lead them to the Promised Land. Which 
is also true. But as in any rebellion, the 
criticisms while true are but half the story.  
We are all holy; but, please, G-d speaks to 
Moshe face to face. And true, Moshe is not 
going to lead them to the Promised Land; 
but they are going to get there.  Oh, and 
what about leading them out of Egypt, 
leading to Mt. Sinai? The success of a leader 
lasts til nightfall; by morning, all’s forgot-
ten. There is no memory when it comes to 
dissatisfaction; past success is old news.  
And, did we forget that it wasn’t Moshe’s 
fault but the spies’?

2nd Aliya (16:14-19) Moshe 
was angry. He said to G-d: Do 
not accept their offerings. I 

never took a thing from anyone. He turned 
to Korach: tomorrow, Aharon and you all 
shall offer incense on coals, each bringing 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

KORACH
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the incense before G-d. They did so, gather-
ing at the entrance to the Mishkan. G-d 
appeared to the entire group.

Leadership in the Torah is not self serv-
ing, but service of the people and of G-d.  
Moshe is insulted. He has had no personal 
gain. Those looking for leadership foist 
their ignoble intentions on others. The 
criticisms tell more about the rebel than 
about the leader. Korach’s interests are 
exactly what he criticizes in Moshe - power 
and personal gain. Ironic to criticize Moshe 
when, in fact, Moshe is the most humble of 
all and with no personal motive. He is the 
paradigmatic leader: the selfless servant of 
his people and of his G-d.

3rd Aliya (16:20-17:8) G-d 
warned Moshe and Aharon: 
stand clear for I am ready to 

destroy them. Moshe and Aharon objected: 
one sins and You are angry at them all?   G-d 
instructed the people: stand clear.  Datan 
and Aviram stood brazenly at their homes 
with their wives and children.  Moshe: The 
following test will establish whether I am 
sent by G-d. If you all suffer a unique fate, 
swallowed into the earth, then it is clear that 
you have displeased G-d. The earth opened 
up, swallowing they and theirs into the 
earth. A fire consumed the 250 incense bear-
ers. Elazar, son of Aharon took the incense 
fire pans for they had become holy by use. 
He took these and used them for a plating of 
copper for the altar, so all will know that 
only Kohanim are to bring incense. The peo-
ple complained to Moshe and Aharon that 
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desires of power and influence.
4th Aliya (17:9-15) G-d wanted 
to destroy the people. Aharon 
avoided this calamity by bring-

ing incense immediately, standing between 
the dead and alive.

The intent to destroy the people by G-d is a 
recurring theme. But it never happens. This 
is a crucial theme: what the people deserve 
is one thing. What they actually receive is 
another. Man may deserve destruction; 
but the power of G-d’s mercy mitigates the 
harshness of what we deserve. We have 
seen this theme a number of times; the 
destruction is avoided. You have to read to 
the end of the story. The Torah is the story 
of love of G-d for the Jewish people, sus-
pending what we deserve out of love.

5th Aliya (17:16-24) Moshe 
said: inscribe the name of each 
tribe on a staff, with Aharon’s 

name on the staff of Levi. The staff that 
sprouts is the one chosen. They were all 
placed in the Mishkan. Aharon’s sprouted.

The staff in the Torah is a symbol of 
power; Moshe’s staff was the vehicle of 
the plagues, defeating Paro through Divine 
Power. Aharon’s sprouted staff is a symbol 
of his Divine right to the power of religious 
leadership. His power does not come from 
his initiative, it comes from Divine sanction.

6th Aliya (17:25-18:20) G-d 
said: place Aharon’s staff as a 
commemoration of this. The 

people complained to Moshe that those that 
approach the Mishkan die. The Kohanim 
and Leviim are charged with protecting the 
sanctity of the Mishkan. While the Kohanim 
will serve at the altar, the Leviim will serve 
them and preserve the sanctity of the entire 

they were killing the nation. A cloud cov-
ered the Mishkan.

From the punishment, we see the sin.  
Desired leadership, high office, lording over 
others; their fate was to fall low, below the 
earth. The bearers of the incense intended 
high religious office; the fire of religious 
desire consumed them. Incense assumes a 
central role in this story. Moshe told all to 
bring incense. In the next aliya, during the 
plague, Aharon brought incense to arrest 
the plague. Why not some other offering, 
like a sacrifice? Incense symbolizes the 
ephemeral, the spiritual, the intangible.  
The Hebrew word for smell is reyach, akin 
to ruach, spirit. The word for breathing is 
noshem, related to neshama, soul. Incense 
is smoke, scent, wafting, intangible, like the 
soul. Man was created from the adama, the 
earth, with his neshama breathed into his 
nostrils. Moshe is indicating a powerful 
lesson of religious leadership: religious 
leadership, sought by the rebels, must be 
like incense. It need be pure, lofty, holy, 
driven by purity of motive, not the earthy 

In loving memory  
of  and לעילוי נשמת our fabulous  

"Omi" 
Pepi (Lieder) Berger Schreier a"h

פערל בת משה נתן לידר ע"ה
on her 23rd Yahrzeit - 26 Sivan

whose many trying years in this world were 
devoted to unconditional love of  HaShem 
and His Torah and to loving, guiding and 
inspiring future generations. We continue  

to be inspired by your wise teachings. 
The family will be meeting  

at her Kever on Har HaMenuchot  
at 10:30am, Friday, June 24 be"h
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Mishkan. The Kohanim are to both safe-
guard and to enjoy the holy offerings. They 
are given portions of offerings to consume, 
though with strict holiness. Agriculture 
also has holy produce, gifts that are given 
to the Kohanim, eaten with strict holiness. 
First born animals are holy gifts to the 
Kohanim, offered as offerings with holi-
ness, consumed by the Kohanim; while first 
born humans are redeemed. The Kohanim 
are not to receive a portion of Land in 
Israel; G-d is their portion.

The people complain that proximity to 
G-d is tough, life threatening. Moshe reas-
sures the people that the Kohanim and the 
Leviim will protect the holiness, ensuring 
that all is done in accord with the demands 
of the holiness of the Mishkan.  

7th Aliya (18:21-32) The Leviim 
also receive Maaser in lieu of a 
portion in the Land. With 

Kohanim and Leviim responsible for the 
sanctity, calamities ought to be avoided. 
The Leviim are to give a portion of their 
Maaser to the Kohanim. The Maaser of the 
Leviim differs from the portions of the 
Kohen, as they do not have the holiness that 
requires them to be eaten in a specific place 
and with purity. The Maaser is the property 
of the Levi, a benefit for public service.

Benefits given to those doing the public 
service, the Kohanim and the Leviim is 
perfectly understandable. But the Torah 
is pointing out not only what they get, but 
what they don’t. Those in positions of reli-
gious power can easily use that position to 
extract wealth from a willing public. The 
Kohanim and Leviim are told what they are 
to receive portions of offerings, meaning, 
this and no more. Not land, not gold and 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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silver, not palaces. The allotted gifts alone. 

HAFTORAH KORACH 
SHMUEL I 11:14 - 12:22

The prophet Shmuel gathers together 
the Jewish people to install Shaul as King 
of Israel. During the course of his address 
to Bnei Yisrael he said to them, “Here I am; 
bear witness against me before G-d and 
before His anointed; whose ox did I take, 
or whose donkey did I take, or whom did I 
rob; or whom did I oppress, or from whose 
hand did I take a bribe...” This echoes 
Moshe’s statement in this week’s Torah  
reading: “I have not taken a donkey from a 
single one of them, and I have not harmed 
a single one of them.”

The nation then gathers at Gilgal for a sec-
ond coronation of King Shaul. The nation 
offers sacrifices and rejoices together. 
Shmuel then speaks to the people: he asks 
the people to testify that he never commit-
ted crimes against them and they confirm. 
He discusses how Hashem helped them 
every step of the way and then he rebukes 

them for wanting a flesh and blood king. 
He assures them that G-d will be with them 
if they follow in His ways, and reminds 
them of the consequences they will face if 
they do not follow G-d’s word.

Shmuel cautions Bnei Yisrael that their 
newly appointed king is not a replacement 
for Hashem. He emphasizes that the people 
must continue to follow Hashem and obey 
His commandments if they want them-
selves and their king to be successful. 

9 mitzvot - 5 positives, 4 prohibitions 
Only 17 sedras have more mitzvot; 35 have fewer. 
Korach just makes it into the top third (tied with Ki Tisa)

MITZVOT

STATS
38th of the 54 sedras; 5th of 10 in Bamidbar 
Written on 184 lines (rank: 32nd) 
13 Parshiyot; 7 open and 6 closed 
95 p’sukim - rank: 39th 1409 words - rank: 36th 
5325 letters - ranks: 35th 
9th in Bamidbar in these 3 categories 
Above average in words & letters per pasuk. Korach is 
a short sedra (in a Book with many long sedras) with 
fairly long p’sukim (in a Book with lots of short-pasuk 
sedras) 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

וישמע משה ויפול על פניו
“And when Moshe heard it, he fell upon his face.” (16:4)
In all the arguments and confrontations of Israel, never had Moshe fallen on his face until now. Why now 

does Moshe fall on his face, at this controversy?
The MeEinah Shel Torah quoting a great Mussar leader, points out that never was the issue of “sancti-

ty”-”Kedusha” argued about. Once the people began degrading the concept of “Holiness” here, by stating 
that all are “Holy”, Moshe felt he could not stand without a proper reaction. He fell on his face to guard and 
to elevate the idea of “Holiness”. 

The Noam Elimelech (1717-1787) quotes the Talmud Taanit 14b in the name of R’ Eliezer that one should 
not prostrate himself on the floor unless he is certain that he will evoke a Divine response as did Yehoshua. 
Moshe, as a humble person, tried to never be considered worthy of Divine response. However, here, when 
he heard that Korach had usurped the leadership role against G-d’s wishes, he felt there was no alternative 
but to fall on his face, seeking G-d’s reaction.

Shabbat Shalom
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Can Everybody 
Be Somebody?

The Jewish community in the United 
States of America is pleased and proud to 
live in a democracy. What is a democracy? 
It is often described as a society in which all 
are equal. But this description falls short of 
the mark. Because obviously we all are not 
equal. Some of us are stronger, some wiser, 
some wealthier, than others. We are not 
equally endowed with talents at birth, nor 
do we all partake in equal sets of circum-
stances as we grow and develop.

A more precise and useful definition is 
this one from the Webster’s dictionary: 
“Democracy is the principle of equality of 
rights, opportunity, and treatment, or the 
practice of this principle.” The dictionary 
makes it quite clear. We are not equal, but 
we are entitled to equal treatment and 
to equal opportunities. Whether we take 
advantage of these opportunities is a mat-
ter of personal will, and not a reflection of 
the justice or injustice of the society at large.

The above definition helps us understand 
that while we are all equally entitled to be 
members of a democratic society, we are not 

all equally qualified to fill all of the roles nec-
essary for that society to function. We are 
not all qualified to be leaders, we are not all 
qualified to be teachers, we are not even all 
qualified to be soldiers.

In the Torah portions which we have been 
reading the past several weeks, we have 
been observing a society in the making. 
Not a democratic society in the contempo-
rary sense, but one which was designed to 
be fair and equitable and to allow for the 
fullest possible spiritual expression of every 
individual within it.

In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Kor-
ach, we learn of the first challenge to this 
society in formation. Korach, a close relative 
of Moses and Aaron, challenges their roles 
as leader and high priest. He also advocates 
what might be mistaken for a democracy, 
if we are to understand democracy in the 
fashion outlined in the first few sentences 
of this essay.

This is Korach’s understanding of the 
nature of the Jewish community in the des-
ert: “All of the congregation is holy, and God 
is in their midst.” Korach is, in the eyes of 
some, the arch democrat. He sees all in the 
community as being holy. All are equal in 
holiness, and all are equal in the eyes of God.

YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT  
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Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345

Communities of LESHEM & PEDUEL 
looking for appropriate weekly transportation 
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19:2), the entire nation was told, “You shall 
be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy.” 
We were enjoined to be a “kingdom of 
priests”. Is Korach so far off, then, with his 
claim that all of the congregation is holy?

It is as an answer to this question that 
the dictionary definition of democracy 
is so helpful. We are not all equal; we are 
certainly not all holy. But we all have the 
opportunity, the equal opportunity, to 
become holy through our actions and the 
way we live our lives.

Sociologists draw a distinction between 
two types of status, “ascribed” and 
“achieved”. Ascribed status comes with 
birth. Achieved status must be earned. 
There is no doubt that ascribed status plays 
a role in the biblical community, if not in a 
modern democracy.

Let us translate the biblical term “kedu-
sha” (usually rendered “holiness”) as 
“spirituality,” often a more apt definition 
and certainly a more acceptable one to the 
contemporary reader. Then, we must argue 
that “kedusha” must be “achieved”, not 
merely “ascribed”. 

The “kingdom of priests” ideal is to be the 
product of our spiritual endeavors; not a 
hereditary honor. No person, in this sense, 
is born “spiritual.” We are not equally holy 
from birth. But we all have the equal opportu-
nity to dedicate our lives to the achievement 
of holiness, to the attainment of spirituality.

Korach is wrong when he proclaims that 

He is thus protesting the hierarchy repre-
sented by a tribe of priests, a tribe of Levites, 
a group of elders. He is calling for radical 
equality, for utter sameness.

There is a line from Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
“The Gondoliers” which is never far from 
my mind and lips. It reads:

“When everyone is somebodee,
Then no one’s anybody!”
Korach is advocating a society in which 

everybody is somebody. Can that work?
I will not even attempt to answer that 

question in terms of political philosophy. 
But I will venture to speculate about the pos-
sibility of a society in which all are equally 
spiritual, in which everyone is a spiritual 
somebody.

For you see, much earlier in the Torah, 
such a society was indeed foreseen. Back 
in the Torah portion of Kedoshim (Leviticus 
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the entire community is holy. He would 
have been correct to say that we all can 
achieve holiness.

Judaism teaches us that although we are 
all equally endowed with the capacity for 
holiness, with the potential for spiritual-
ity, the achievement of those objectives is 
not easy. Spirituality is not obtained by a 
moment on a mountaintop, or by fleeting 
inspirational experiences. Spirituality, Jew-
ish spirituality, can only be attained by hard 
work and painful self-sacrifice.

The leadership positions of Moses and 
Aaron were earned by the virtue of their life-
long dedication to the Jewish people. Korach 
is indeed wrong when he says that we are all 
equally capable of supplanting Moses and 
Aaron. We are all potentially leaders, we all 
have the opportunity to develop leadership 
skills, but we are not automatically leaders 
just because we are part of the community.

The mitzvah back in Parshat Kedoshim 
does not imply, as Korach does, that we all 
are kedoshim. Rather, it calls upon us to do 
what we can to become kedoshim.

And so, this week’s Torah portion teaches 
us an important personal lesson; one of 
special relevance to those of us who have 
absorbed a deep belief in democracy. We 
are not all spiritually equal. There are those 
of us who are more spiritual, and those who 
are less so. But we all have equal opportu-
nities and equal possibilities to develop the 
levels of spirituality, which God himself 
foresaw when He asked us to become a 
“kingdom of priests.” 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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When Truth 
Is Sacrificed 
to Power

What was wrong with the actions of Kor-
ach and his fellow rebels? On the face of 
it, what they said was both true and prin-
cipled. “You have gone too far,” they said 
to Moses and Aaron. “All of the community 
is holy, every one of them, and the Lord is 
with them. Why then do you set yourselves 
above the Lord’s people?” (Num. 16:3–4)

They had a point. God had summoned 
the people to become “a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation,” (Ex. 19:6), that is, a king-
dom every one of whose members was in 
some sense a priest, and a nation every 
one of whom was holy. Moses himself had 

said, “Would that all the Lord’s people were 
prophets, that the Lord would place His 
spirit upon them all!” (Num. 11:29) These 
are radically egalitarian sentiments. Why 
then was there a hierarchy, with Moses as 
leader and Aaron as High Priest?

What was wrong with Korach’s statement 
was that even at the outset it was obvious 
that he was duplicitous. There was a clear 
disconnection between what he claimed to 
want and what he really sought. Korach did 
not seek a society in which everyone was 
the same, everyone the Priests. He was not 
as he sounded, a utopian anarchist seeking 
to abolish hierarchy altogether. He was, 
instead, mounting a leadership challenge. 
As Moses’ later words to him indicate, he 
wanted to be High Priest himself. He was 
Moses’ and Aaron’s cousin, son of Yitzhar, 
the brother of Moses’ and Aaron’s father 
Amram, and he therefore felt it unfair that 
both leadership positions had gone to a sin-
gle family within the clan. He claimed to 
want equality. In fact what he wanted was 
power.

That was the stance of Korach the Levite. 

לעילוי נשמות
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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But what was happening was more com-
plex than that. There were two other 
groups involved: the Reubenites, Datham 
and Aviram, formed one group, and “250 
Israelites who were men of rank within the 
community, representatives at the assem-
bly, and famous” were the other. They too 
had their grievances. The Reubenites were 
aggrieved that as descendants of Jacob’s 
firstborn, they had no special leadership 
roles. According to Ibn Ezra, the 250 “men 
of rank” were upset that, after the sin of the 
Golden Calf, leadership had passed from 
the firstborn within each tribe to the single 
tribe of Levi.

They were an unholy alliance, and bound 
to fail, since their claims conflicted. If Kor-
ach achieved his ambition of becoming 
High Priest, the Reubenites and the “men 
of rank” would have been disappointed. 
Had the Reubenites won, Korach and the 
“men of rank” would have been disap-
pointed. Had the “men of rank” achieved 
their ambition, Korach and the Reubenites 
would be left dissatisfied. The disordered, 
fragmented narrative sequence in this 
chapter is a case of style mirroring sub-
stance. This was a disordered, confused 
rebellion whose protagonists were united 
only in their desire to overthrow the exist-
ing leadership.

None of this, however, unsettled Moses. 
What caused him frustration was some-
thing else altogether: the words of Datan 
and Aviram: 

“Isn’t it enough that you brought us out 
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is the lifeblood of Judaism, so long as it is 
rightly motivated and essentially construc-
tive in its aims.

Judaism is a unique phenomenon: a 
civilisation all of whose canonical texts 
are anthologies of argument. In Tanach, 
the heroes of faith – Abraham, Moses, 
Jeremiah, Job – argue with God. Midrash 
is founded on the premise that there are 
“seventy faces” – seventy legitimate inter-
pretations – of Torah. The Mishnah is 
largely constructed on the model of “Rabbi 
X says this, Rabbi Y says that.” The Talmud, 
far from resolving these arguments, usu-
ally deepens them considerably. Argument 
in Judaism is a holy activity, the ongoing 
internal dialogue of the Jewish people as it 
reflects on the terms of its destiny and the 
demands of its faith.

What then made the argument of Kor-
ach and his co-conspirators different from 
that of the schools of Hillel and Shammai. 
Rabbeinu Yona offered a simple explana-
tion. An argument for the sake of Heaven 
is one that is about truth. An argument 
not for the sake of Heaven is about power. 
The difference is immense. In a contest for 
power, if I lose, I lose. But if I win, I also 
lose, because in diminishing my opponents 
I have diminished myself. If I argue for the 
sake of truth, then if I win, I win. But if I 

of a land flowing with milk and honey to 
kill us in the desert, and now you want to 
lord it over us! What is more: you have 
not brought us to a land flowing with milk 
and honey ,or given us an inheritance of 
fields and vineyards. Do you think that you 
can pull something over our eyes? We will 
definitely not come!” (Num. 16:13–14)

The monumental untruth of their claim 
– Egypt, where the Israelites were slaves 
and cried out to God to be saved, was not 
“a land flowing with milk and honey” – was 
the crux of the issue for Moses.

What is going on here? The Sages defined 
it in one of their most famous statements:

“Any dispute for the sake of Heaven will 
have enduring value, but every dispute 
not for the sake of Heaven will not have 
enduring value. What is an example of a 
dispute for the sake of Heaven? The dis-
pute between Hillel and Shammai. What 
is an example of one not for the sake of 
Heaven? The dispute of Korach and all his 
company.” (Mishnah Avot 5:21)

The Rabbis did not conclude from the 
Korach rebellion that argument is wrong, 
that leaders are entitled to unquestion-
ing obedience, that the supreme value in 
Judaism should be – as it is in some faiths 
– submission. To the contrary: argument 
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lose, I also win, because being defeated by 
the truth is the only defeat that is also a vic-
tory. I am enlarged. I learn something I did 
not know before.

Moses could not have had a more deci-
sive vindication than the miracle for which 
he asked and was granted: that the ground 
open up and swallow his opponents. Yet 
not only did this not end the argument, it 
diminished the respect in which Moses was 
held: 

“The next day the whole Israelite com-
munity grumbled against Moses and 
Aaron. ‘You have killed the Lord’s people,’ 
they said.” (Num. 17:41). 

That Moses needed to resort to force was 
itself a sign that he had been dragged down 
to the level of the rebels. That is what hap-
pens when power, not truth, is at stake.

One of the aftermaths of Marxism, 
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persisting in such movements as postmod-
ernism and post-colonialism, is the idea 
that there is no such thing as truth. There 
is only power. The prevailing “discourse” 
in a society represents, not the way things 
are, but the way the ruling power (the 
hegemon) wants things to be. All reality is 
“socially constructed” to advance the inter-
ests of one group or another. The result is 
a “hermeneutics of suspicion,” in which we 
no longer listen to what anyone says; we 
merely ask, what interest are they trying 
to advance. Truth, they say, is merely the 
mask worn to disguise the pursuit of power. 
To overthrow a “colonial” power, you have 
to invent your own “discourse,” your own 
“narrative,” and it does not matter whether 
it is true or false. All that matters is that 
people believe it.

That is what is now happening in the 
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a Temple in Jerusalem, that Israel is a “colo-
nial” power, a foreign transplant alien to 
the Middle East – rival the claims of Datan 
and Aviram that Egypt was a land flow-
ing with milk and honey and that Moses 
brought the people out solely in order to 
kill them in the desert. Why bother with 
truth when all that matters is power? Thus 
the spirit of Korach lives on.

All this is very sad indeed, since it is 
opposed to the fundamental principle of 
the university as a home for the collab-
orative search for truth. It also does little 
for the cause of peace in the Middle East, 
for the future of the Palestinians, or for 
freedom, democracy, religious liberty, and 
human rights. There are real and substan-
tive issues at stake, which need to be faced 
by both sides with honesty and courage. 
Nothing is achieved by sacrificing truth to 
the pursuit of power - the way of Korach 
through the ages. 

campaign against Israel on campuses 
throughout the world, and in the BDS (Boy-
cott, Divestment, and Sanctions) movement 
in particular.1 Like the Korach rebellion, it 
brings together people who have nothing 
else in common. Some belong to the far left, 
a few to the far right; some are anti-global-
ists, while some are genuinely concerned 
with the plight of the Palestinians. Driving 
it all, however, are people who on theologi-
cal and political grounds are opposed to the 
existence of Israel within any boundaries 
whatsoever, and are equally opposed to 
democracy, free speech, freedom of infor-
mation, religious liberty, human rights, 
and the sanctity of life. What they have in 
common is a refusal to give the supporters 
of Israel a fair hearing – thus flouting the 
fundamental principle of justice, expressed 
in Roman law in the phrase Audi alteram 
partem, “Hear the other side.”

The flagrant falsehoods it sometimes 
utters – that Israel was not the birthplace 
of the Jewish people, that there never was 

1  A reminder of the context: this piece 
was written by Rabbi Sacks in 2015, although 
his timeless words continue to give us pause 
about such movements and their substantial 
impact.
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B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

Why Break 
the Tablets?                   

Shavuot is behind us…Shiva Assar B’Ta-
muz looms ahead…and one event connects 
the two. 

According to Chazal, Moshe descends 
Mount Sinai with the first set of Luchot 
Ha’Eidut (Tablets of Testimony) specifically 
on the seventeenth day of Tamuz. Upon 
witnessing the Israelites dancing before a 
golden calf, he smashes the Tablets at the 
foot of the mountain. This event transforms 
the entire story of revelation and becomes 
one of five calamities commemorated on the 
fast of Shiva Assar B’Tamuz.

And yet, this event, so familiar to us all, 
demands a second look. 

Simply put, why does Moshe shatter the 
Tablets?  Why does this great leader take his 
anger out, in seemingly misdirected fash-
ion, upon an object of such overwhelming 
sanctity?  And, by what right does he do so? 
The destruction of any sanctified object is a 
grievous sin; how much more so the shatter-
ing of the God-created Tablets of Testimony!

Compounding our question is the appar-
ent positivity with which this action is later 
viewed. The Talmud identifies the shattering 
of the luchot as one of three acts performed 
by Moshe of his own accord, to which God 
retroactively gives His stamp of approval.  

Rashi maintains, in his final comment on 
the text, that the entire Torah closes with an 
allusion to the destruction of the Luchot as 
an indication of Moshe’s greatness.

Nonetheless, the commentaries clearly 
struggle to understand Moshe’s actions. In 
their search for answers, they offer a wide 
range of possible explanations.

At one end of the spectrum lie those 
scholars who maintain that Moshe’s 
actions are involuntary, triggered by the 
devastating scene before him. The Rash-
bam, for example, suggests that a sudden 
weakness overcomes Moshe, causing him 
to thrust the Tablets away, as they fall from 
his hands. Others, including the Ramban, 
cite overwhelming anger as the root of 
Moshe’s actions. Sources in Midrashic 
literature go so far as to argue that the Tab-
lets, themselves, are transformed by their 
encounter with the golden calf. When 
Moshe initially descends the mountain, 
these sources explain, the Divine inscrip-
tion on the tablets miraculously enables the 
stone to “carry itself and Moshe with it.”  As 
the golden calf comes into view, however, 
the Divine inscription “flies” from the Tab-
lets.  With God’s words gone, Moshe can 
no longer carry the heavy stone, and the 
Luchot fall from his hands. 

At the opposite end of the spectrum lie 
those scholars lie who are unwilling to “take 
the easy way out.”  Citing evidence from 
the Torah text, these authorities insist that 

MIDEI CHODESH
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Moshe deliberately shatters the Luchot.  His 
motivations, however, remain the subject of 
their ongoing debate.

Some midrashic sources suggest that 
Moshe acts to mitigate the people’s pun-
ishment, reasoning: If I give the law to the 
people, they will be held fully culpable for 
their actions under that law.  Another mid-
rash offers the startling suggestion that 
Moshe deliberately sins by breaking the 
Tablets so that his own fate will be bound 
up with the fate of the Israelites. 

Yet other commentaries interpret Moshe’s 
actions as consciously educative in intent.  
Moshe wants, through the smashing of the 
Tablets, to ‘shock’ the Israelites back to their 
senses.  The Netziv goes so far as to claim 
that Moshe deliberately refrains from 
breaking the Tablets at the summit of Mount 
Sinai, when he first hears of the chet ha’egel.  
He, instead, waits until he reaches the foot 
of the mountain, where his actions will have 
the greatest impact. Finally, the Meshech 
Chochma offers the beautiful suggestion 
that Moshe shatters the Luchot in order to 
teach the people that the only true source of 
sanctity is God, Himself. Absent the proper 
worship of HaShem, the Luchot contain no 
kedusha.

To these, and countless other approaches 
offered by Chazal, I would add a final 
possibility…

An easily missed detail emerges in Moshe’s 
recollections in the Book of Devarim. Moshe 
states in retrospect that, when HaShem com-
manded him to carve a second set of Tablets 
to replace the first, He added an additional 
Divine directive that was not given with the 
first set: 

“And make for yourself a wooden ark [in 
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which to place these tablets].” 
This new instruction might seem to be an 

insignificant detail in an otherwise dramatic 
story. Moshe, however, clearly finds the 
wooden ark to be important. So important, 
in fact, that he mentions it no less than four 
times within the span of five sentences.1

Perhaps the message of the ark is the 
message of context. The Torah is valueless 
in a vacuum.  Its words are only significant 
when they find a ready home in the heart 
of man; only when those words are allowed 
to shape and form the actions of those who 
receive them.

Moshe, descending the mountain and wit-
nessing the celebrating Israelites, recognizes 
that the law represented by the Tablets has 
no context within which to exist.  The nation 
is simply unready to accept God’s Word.  
Were that word to be given to them in their 
present state, the Torah itself would become 
an aberration, misunderstood and even 

1  Strangely, this wooden ark is not 
mentioned at all when these events are first 
discussed in Sefer Shmot. Perhaps HaShem 
wanted the mention of this ark to emerge as 
a product of Moshe’s recollections-in order 
to stress the importance of the phenomenon 
in Moshe’s mind.

misused.  Moshe, therefore, has no choice 
but to publicly destroy the Tablets of Testi-
mony. Then, at God’s command, he begins 
the process of re-educating the people.

Central to that process of re-education 
will be the symbolism of the second set of 
Tablets, themselves.  God will once again 
inscribe His words but, this time, only on 
stone first carved by Moshe. The Tablets 
themselves will thus represent the word of 
God, finding a home in the actions of man.

These new Tablets must also immediately 
be placed into a symbolic home-a simple ark 
of wood.  This ark will serve as a reminder. 
Only if the words on those Tablets find their 
home, as well - only if the Torah finds its con-
text in the humble hearts of man - will that 
Torah be worthy of existence.

A personal note concerning this last 
thought: One of the first mottos I developed 
for myself in the early years of my rabbin-
ate was: You can’t judge Judaism by the Jews. 
This motto has, unfortunately, come in 
handy more times than I can count during 
the years since.

We cringe when we are confronted with 
individuals who claim to be observant Jews 
but whose actions belie their faith.  How, 
we are asked, or we ask ourselves, can a 
religious person act this way? If this is what 
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Judaism produces….
The appropriate responses to these chal-

lenges are, of course, clear. If an individual 
acts in a way which contradicts the values 
that Judaism represents, then that individ-
ual is not an “observant Jew” and, even more 
importantly, what he practices is not Juda-
ism. The problem is not with the law, but 
with the context. Judaism cannot exist in 
a vacuum. For Jewish law to take concrete 
root in this world it must rest in the hearts, 
and shape the actions, of those who claim to 
live by its goals.

Our partnership with God is full, and our 
relationship is, on some level, symbiotic. We 
are the context. We are the vehicles divinely 
chosen to bring God’s presence into this 
world.  Just as the law must give meaning to 
our lives- our lives must give meaning to the 
law. 
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“Moshe v’Aharon b’chohanav 
uSh’muel b’kor’ei shmo…” [Tehillim 
99; 6]

The psalmist describes how the righteous, 
like Moshe, Aharon and Shmuel HaNavi, cry 
out to Hashem - and G-d responds. Chazal 
are struck by the inclusion of these three 
specific personalities rather than other vir-
tuous individuals. They are likewise amazed 
to find that Moshe and Aharon stood on one 
side of the comparison, balanced out by 
Shmuel HaNavi. In fact, the G’mara (Ta’anit 
5b) tells of a conversation that Shmuel 
HaNavi had with G-d  when pleading with 
Him not to remove Shaul from the kingship 
of Israel. Referring to this very pasuk from 
Tehillim, the navi argues “You equated me 
to Moshe and Aharon-so just as their ‘hand-
iwork’ (Yehoshua) did not go for naught (i.e. 
did not die during their lifetimes), neither 
should mine (Shaul)”.

As we turn to this week’s haftarah, a 
selection taken from the 11th and 12th 
prakim of Shmuel A, I believe it a proper 
time to address that very question: What 
did the psalmist see in Shmuel HaNavi that 
would have him compared to two greatest 
leaders?  Our haftarah relates how G-d had 
acceded to the nation’s request for a King 
and Shmuel prepares to relinquish his post 
as “political leader”, retaining only his posi-
tions as national seer and judge. Given the 
fact that the haftarah deals with the proph-
et’s “retirement” address it is a good time 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

to review his accomplishments and try to 
understand what it was that made Chazal 
regard him as one of the greatest proph-
ets – surpassed only by Moshe Rabbeinu 
himself. 

The parallels between Shmuel HaNavi 
and Moshe Rabbeinu are quite striking. 
Both were Leviyim and both served Israel 
as prophet as well as judge. Their births 
- though not divinely prophesied, were, 
nonetheless, miraculously blessed: Shmuel 
having been born to a once-barren woman, 
and Moshe having survived the pharaoh’s 
decree against newborns. Neither of these 
future leaders were heralded to be a “sav-
iors of Israel” before their births, and yet 
that is what they both became. 

But what made Shmuel HaNavi so 
remarkable was his ability to unite a frac-
tious nation. Shmuel was the last of the 
shofetim, the local chieftains, who led 
Israel for more than three hundred years. 
But Shmuel was the only one who led ALL 
of Israel. Earlier in that era, Israel lacked 
a unifier who would attract the differ-
ent tribes to follow any one leader. These 
“judges” were generally military personal-
ities who could organize an army and often 
ruled over some part of Israel - but not one 
of these thirteen shofetim succeeded in 
uniting the tribes into one  nation. 

Not so Shmuel who rose to leadership 
NOT as a military hero (although he did 
motivate Israel to victory through prayer) 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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but as a spiritual guide. His inspirational 
leadership succeeded in bringing the 
sh’vatim together when others before him 
could not, because he reached out to the 
people themselves. As opposed to the for-
mer shofetim, Shmuel truly WAS a judge, 
who, as the text relates [Shmuel A: 7;16]: 
“traveled around Bet-El , Gilgal and Mitzpa 
and judged Israel in all of these places”. The 
people knew him and he knew the people, 
and, as such, they listened to him.

And, ironically, it was his success in con-
vincing the masses that they were ONE 
nation that led them to demand ONE king 
that led to Shmuel’s reluctant “retirement”.

But this success was a reflection of his 
greatness.

And so, when he steps down from his 
“political” leadership in favor of a king, he 
does more than say farewell. Continuing his 
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In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.
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life’s mission to guide his people, Shmuel 
criticizes the nation for their misdeeds, 
reminds them of Hashem’s kindnesses and 
urges them to stay faithful to Him. 

And that is where haftarah ends….but 
Shmuel’s speech does not. In his very next 
words he says: “….far be it from me to sin 
to G-d and refrain from praying for you; 
rather, I will instruct you in the good and 
proper path…”

This was the man.
This was the prophet
This was he who, like Moshe and Aharon, 

called out to Hashem…. and was answered! 
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Placing the 
Blame on Others

In this week’s parsha Korach leads a 
rebellion against Moshe Rabbeinu. It is 
clear that Korach had his personal agenda, 
yet he sought to draw others into the con-
flict. Hazal tell us that Korach’s dispute was 
the result of uncontrolled jealousy towards 
two individuals: Aharon and Eltzaphan.  

It bothered Korach that Moshe selected 
his brother Aharon the son of Amram to 
serve as the Kohen Gadol. To add fuel to 
the flame, when Eltzaphan was selected as 
a the nasi of shevet Levi, Korach was furi-
ous as he believed that he, being the son of 
Yitzhar (next in kin to Amram) should have 
been selected, rather than the son of Uziel, 
the fourth and youngest of Levi’s sons.  

Yet Korach did not react immediately, 
rather he waited for what he felt would 
be the most opportune time in order to 
receive the support of the people. The 
Ramban explains that Korach could not 
have acted earlier, as the people supported 
Moshe following chet ha’egel, as he prayed 
and succeeded in saving them from annihi-
lation. They would not tolerate a rebellion 
against such a devoted leader. 

However, over time the people became 
frustrated with the journey in the desert, 
desired meat and water and complained 

to Moshe even questioning why he led 
them out of Egypt in the first place. Due to 
transgressions, thousands began to die in 
the desert. Following the sin of the spies 
in last week’s parsha, where the nation 
was decreed to wander in the desert for 40 
years and having been denied the ability 
to merit entering the promised land, the 
people become disenchanted with Moshe.  
Korach seized the moment to piggyback on 
public resentment of Moshe and gain sup-
porters for his agenda. 

Rav Yerucham Levovitz finds the cause 
for the public resentment towards Moshe 
very telling. Why were the people angry 
with Moshe? They accepted the reports of 
the meraglim as the final word and should 
bear responsibility for their decision.  Moshe 
did not influence their judgement. How was 
he responsible for their predicament? 

There is a tendency to shift the blame and 
to resent the person who one perceives as 
being the cause of their troubles.  Human 
nature is to look for a scapegoat upon 
whom to place the blame. Rav Yerucham 
offers a mashal to highlight this point. An ill 
patient visits a doctor who prescribes med-
ication to cure a virus. The patient ignores 
the doctor’s diagnosis, and his situation 
worsens. The patient cannot blame the doc-
tor for the deterioration of his condition. 
The patient must bear responsibility for his 
irresponsible behavior.    

This is a phenomenon that is 
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unfortunately prevalent in our generation. 
Rabbi Frand refers to it as Generation V- 
the “victim” generation. People do not take 
responsibility for their actions. They blame 
their shortcomings on their upbringing.  
It is the fault of the relationship they had 
with their parents or an elementary school 
teacher. The fact that they are in a challeng-
ing situation is blamed on others. 

Rabbi Norman Lamm z”l in his Haggada 
explains that Pharaoh is never mentioned 
by name for this very reason. Had his name 
been provided in the Torah, historians and 
psychologists would have speculated about 
him, especially his childhood, suggesting 
probable reasons for his atrocious behav-
ior. By providing a name and an identity, 
we open the door to excuses and the ero-
sion of personal responsibility.  

We can all find situations that did not go 
as planned. We can shirk responsibility and 
find reasons to rebel and people to blame. In 
the end we are only deceiving and hurting 
ourselves. We need to take accountability 
for our failures as we would for our suc-
cesses. If the generation in the desert did so, 
they would not have joined Korach in his 
rebellion against Moshe.   As can be derived 
from Korach’s demise, jumping on the vic-
tim’s bandwagon is not rewarding. 

FOR RENT- In Baka, unique new penthouse 200qm, 
boutique 2 family building, private elevator, 5 rooms, high 
ceilings, modern & beautiful views, succah terraces  
MAYA- 054-6650184
Private Villa on the exclusive Pinsker St., Talbieh- 
520m built with huge gardens and roof terrace, can be also 
divided as 3 or 4 apartments, private elevator, parking, 
storage, all new! DEBORAH-054-4804767
For Serious clients only! In the Orient Hotel, unique 
280m apartment on one level with large succah terrace, top 
standard, all furnished, 7 rooms, all facilities of the hotel, 
pool, spa DEBORAH-054-4804767
Private small building in Baka, Shimshon St. 300m with 
additional building rights, huge private garden, divided as 
3 units so can be private house of 3 separated apartments 
DEBORAH-054-4804767
On the exquisite Elcharizi St., Rechavia, new project, 
new280m penthouse, 100m terraces, finishes and layout 
according to buyer requests! DEBORAH-054-4804767
Ben Maimon St. Duplex newly apartment, 5 bedrooms, 
4 ensuite, 4 terraces, private parking, Shabbat elevator, all 
renovated, 3 exposures, very sunny!! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden 
apartment with private entrance, 250m with private garden, 
parking, high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartment 
building
Charming renovated garden apartment on Ben 
Maimon- 110m, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 100m private 
gardens, private entrance, only 4.9M Shekels  
MAYA- 054-6650184
Authentic Mansion on a dead-end St., German Colony, 
1150m plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, 
additional building rights to add 2 more floors  
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
On a small lane of Baka, beautiful 190m penthouse,  
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat 
elevator, small MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Woman’s 
Wisdom

One of the many compelling personalities 
within the rebelling camp of Korach is On 
ben Pelet. Although he is introduced at the 
beginning of the insurrection, we find no 
mention of him when Korach and his group 
are punished. Chazal teach us (Midrash Tan-
chuma) that his wife’s wisdom saved him 
from ultimately joining forces with Korach. 
Why then, we wonder, is he even mentioned 
in the first place? What wisdom did she 
employ to save her husband?

Rav Druck in Aish Tamid explains that 
Hashem considers a thought to do a mitzvah 
akin to doing the mitzvah itself. However, 
when one has a thought to do a sin, Hashem 
does not regard it as if one performed that 
sin. The one exception, however, is the sin 
of avodah zarah. If one has thoughts of idol 
worship, Hashem holds him responsible as if 
he actually did the deed. By questioning the 
validity of Moshe Rabbeinu’s appointment, 
Korach and his followers were, in a real sense, 
questioning the validity of Hashem Himself, 
kaviyachol. Such action is considered a form 
of idolatry, and even thinking such thoughts 
renders one culpable. In the beginning our 
parashah, On ben Pelet is mentioned for 
being involved in this serious transgression. 
Chazal explain that the name On is related to 

the word ‘aninut,’ he sat in teshuvah mourn-
ing his mistake and therefore was no longer 
liable for punishment. Rav Weinberger in 
Shemen Hatov adds that On remained in this 
state, mourning his past but failed to move 
forward. Although he regretted his actions, 
he did not take steps to make changes for the 
future so he unfortunately did not reach the 
level of Korach’s sons who are lauded for the 
full teshuvah they did.

The Midrash Tanchuma tells us that On’s 
wife told him, “Whoever will be our chosen 
leader, you will remain his servant.”  She took 
the rational approach, showing her husband 
that he will be “polishing the shoes” of which-
ever leader will prevail. Thus, she argued, he 
had nothing to gain by joining the rebellion. 
Caught up in the fervor of revolt, On could 
not see her logical reasoning.  Rav Ezrachi in 
Birkat Mordechai notes that “jealousy, desire, 
and honor, drive a person from the world’” 
(Avos 4:21) refers to a person’s inner world, 
his broad mindset and attitude. When one’s 
yetzer hara has him in a state of burning pas-
sion and desire he is unable to think clearly 
and see the entire picture. 

Rav Nevenzal adds that the greatness 
of On’s wife was that she responded to 
his yetzer hara instead of appealing to his 

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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intellectual mind. She addressed his bid 
for honor and made it realize that he had 
nothing to gain from this argument, at the 
end of the day he would still be a simple foot 
soldier no matter who won. We too, can use 
this tactic to best our yetzer hara. At times, 
the most effective strategy is to highlight the 
benefits of serving Hashem, or at the very 
least, make it evident that the yetzer hara 
has nothing to lose by doing a mitzvah. 

In general, Rav Grossbard in Da’at Shraga 
teaches, one must be in a state of calm and 
have yishuv hada’at when making major life 
decisions. On’s wife was able to maintain 
her equilibrium amid the fury and chaos 
around her and look at the situation with 
clarity. Likewise, we must recognize the 
importance of menuchat hanefesh and use 
it to anchor us in the overwhelming choices 
we make.  
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 
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THE ISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY
Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!
n Install the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones
     (Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
n Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
n We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
n Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
n Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

CONTACT BENJY SINGER: 
benjysinger@israelb.org or 
053-285-1526

Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us 
on Twitter (@IsraelBayit) and join our Facebook 
Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org)

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more! 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         37

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, June 21 - Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored  

by Iris Rothman in loving memory or her mother,  
Chana Sara Bas Chaim Ze’ev a”h - Yahrzeit - 24 Sivan

Sunday, June 26 - Rabbi Berzon’s shiur is sponsored  
by Henie & David Fialkoff in loving memory of David’s Mother  

Leba bat Yehoshua Binyomin a”h

Monday, June 27 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur is sponsored 
anonymously in appreciation of Rebbetzin Borow

Thursday, June 30 - all shiurim today are sponsored  
in honor of the 4th yahrzeit of Rabbi Chaim Eliezer Schertz z”l 

  .of Harrisburg, Pa (חיים אליעזר ב”ר משה)
by his daughter and son-in-law, Sara & Ronen Kory of Jerusalem

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

Shabbat afternoon shiur with  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres - 5:15pm  

in the back garden of the 
OU Israel Center

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
PRI HADASH 

WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  
AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410

Tel: +972 2 568 6578  |  +972 50 446 9515
toviyah@israel-properties.com

www.israel-properties.com

Be‘er Sheva 
Calling all Investors - excellent  

Opportunities in various Projects 
3,4,5 rooms & penthouses 

Invest in this thriving major vibrant 
City near to malls and all amenities 

Ideal for student rentals & more !
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

“If Only”
Reb Hirsch Leib Lippel was a respected 

Breslover chassid and mashpiah, one of the 
unique figures and Baalei Mesorah of Rebbe 
Nachman’s kevutzah who settled in Yerusha-
layim. When Reb Hirsch Leib was young, 
he tried his hand at a number of different 
jobs without hatzlacha. In need of parnassa 
to support his family, he went out and tra-
versed the Ukrainian countryside, traveling 
from town to town in search of work. 

At one of his stops, a Gentile farmer turned 
to him and asked, “Where are you rushing 
to, young man?” “I’m looking for work,” 
replied Rav Hirsch Leib, a bit harried. “I’m 
trying to find a livelihood.” The farmer 
calmly challenged him: “And in your city 
there is no work?” “Look, mister, it’s diffi-
cult to find work in my city,” the young man 
answered defensively, “you see, the market 
is small and the opportunities are limited 
because there is so much competition….” 

The farmer looked at him deeply and said: 
“No, I’m afraid you are mistaken. A man 
who is diligent and has good fortune will 
always find work, even at home.” 

Years later, when Rav Hirsch Leib became 
a leader of Chassidim, he would share with 
his young, impressionable students this 
poignant lesson and apply the message to 
‘working’ in avodas Hashem. He would say, 
“When a Yid truly desires to serve Hashem, 

he doesn’t need to go anywhere; he can 
serve Hashem wherever he is.”

Center stage in our sedra is the infamous 
Korach, a powerful influencer and charis-
matic scholar, and his claims and challenges 
to the Divinely inspired leaders of Klal Yis-
rael. Korach accuses Moshe Rabbeinu and 
Aharon haKohen of unfairly monopolizing 
the institution of kehunah, the priesthood, 
and inappropriately raising themselves 
over the rest of the community: 
ּוַמּדּוַע  ה׳  ּוְבתוָֹכם  ים  ְקדשִׁ ם  כֻּלָּ ָכל־ָהֵעָדה  י  כִּ ַרב־ָלֶכם 

אּו ַעל־ְקַהל ה׳ ְתַנשְּׂ תִּ

“You take too much upon yourselves, for 
the entire congregation are all holy, and 
Hashem is in their midst. So why do you 
raise yourselves above the assembly of 
Hashem?” (8:3)

Moshe responds with a challenge to settle 
the dispute through supernatural means. He 
proposes that the Divine intervention will 
manifest by means of their fire-pans. Then 
goes on to  address Korach’s claims, plead-
ing with him and his rebellious, ungrateful 
supporters:
ָרֵאל  ָרֵאל ֶאְתֶכם ֵמֲעַדת ִישְׂ יל ֱאלֵֹהי ִישְׂ י־ִהְבדִּ ם כִּ ַהְמַעט ִמכֶּ

ן ה׳ ְוַלֲעמֹד ִלְפֵני  כַּ ְלַהְקִריב ֶאְתֶכם ֵאָליו ַלֲעבֹד ֶאת־ֲעבַֹדת ִמשְׁ

ְך  ִאתָּ ְבֵני־ֵלִוי  ל־ַאֶחיָך  ְוֶאת־כָּ אְֹתָך  ַויְַּקֵרב  ְרָתם:  ְלשָׁ ָהֵעָדה 

ֻהנָּה: ם גַּם־כְּ תֶּ שְׁ ּוִבקַּ

Is it not enough that Hashem has distin-
guished you from the congregation of Israel 
to draw you near to Him, to perform the ser-
vice in the Mishkan and to stand before the 
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Call for your appointment at 
our clinic in Talpiot.

Dr. Mitchell Rudy D.D.S.  
over 20 years of sensitive diagnosis 
and patient care

Dr. Romi Sarna, D.D.S., D.M.D. 
specialist in mouth restoration and 
patient care

When it comes to 
specialty dental 

treatments, 
you need 

Exper(t) care. 

Meet our leading specialists

Professionalism and service 
You can trust.

Dr. Ariel Hirschhorn, D.M.D. 
senior specialist in oral and 
maxillofacial surgery at Sheba 
Medical Center

Dr. Yaakov Mizrahi, D.M.D., Sc.B 
expertise in treating high-risk 
patients and complex cases

www.exper.co.il
02-644-9349

Real Life Rescues 
Recently one Thursday evening around 9:30 PM, 

a young man was attacked with a sharp object and 
stabbed repeatedly on Derech Metsada Street in 
Be’er Sheva. The assailant then fled the scene as 
eye-witnesses called for help. 

Moshe Bitton, a volunteer United Hatzalah 
EMT and ambucycle driver, was resting at home 
when he received the alert to the emergency 
occurring nearby. Moshe ran out of his home, 
jumped on his ambucycle and raced to the nearby 
location, arriving alongside the crew of a United 
Hatzalah ambulance. Police secured the scene and 
pursued the suspect, as Moshe and his fellow EMS 
personnel got to work providing initial lifesaving 
treatment for the 23-year-old victim.

The young man was bleeding heavily from 
penetrating stab wounds to his head and torso. 
Moshe worked alongside his colleagues, using the 
trauma bandages from his medical kit to help stem 
the lethal hemorrhaging and save the patient’s 
life. When the Mobile Intensive Care Unit (MICU) 
arrived, the team worked together to quickly 
secure the young man on a gurney and load him 
into the MICU. He was then whisked off to the 
Soroka Medical Center for further treatment.

Moshe reflected on the incident after the fact 
and said, “Receiving an alert to medical emergency 
at any time of day or night is something that I am 
used to. I am happy that I was able to arrive as 
quickly as I did and help save this man’s life. With 
the amount that this man was bleeding, had he 
needed to wait for the MICU to arrive, he likely 
would not have survived.”

1221
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congregation to minister to them? He drew 
you near, and all your brothers, the sons of 
Levi with you, and now you seek the kehu-
nah as well? (16:8-10)

Rebbe Yosef ben Ben Yitzchak Bechor-
Shor of Orléans was a 12th Century Tosafist, 
a talmid of Rabbeinu Tam. He points to 
Moshe’s deliberate avoidance of address-
ing the claim of kulam Kedoshim. Instead, 
Moshe reproves Korach and his followers 
for not being satisfied with their own avoda 
and roles in Klal Yisrael, namely to serve as 
Leviim. 

Under the premise of the spirit of fair-
ness, Korach seeks to present himself as a 
public advocate. Moshe Rabbeinu, however, 
understands Korach’s true, jealous motiva-
tion and responds in kind: 

From Moshe’s specific response to Korach 
(“Do you seek the kehunah too?”) we may 
infer that Korach was vying for the position 
and office of the kehunah, and professed 
to speak on behalf of the whole commu-
nity so that they would accept his words 
and not suspect him of being motivated by 
self-interest. 

The claim of kulam kedoshim, then, is 
Korach’s ‘red herring’, an intentionally mis-
leading rhetorical strategy, an attempt to 
cover for his actual selfish goal in usurping 
power and position. Moshe sees through the 
ruse and responds, ַהְמַעט ִמכֶּם, is it not enough 
for you that Hashem has distinguished you 
from the rest of the community... that you 
also desire the priesthood?” (In fact, from 
Moshe’s choice of words) we see that Kor-
ach actually desired the position and kavod 
of being (not just “a priest” but “the priest-
hood”, i.e.) the Kohen Gadol himself. 

Rabbi Dr. Zvi Shimon, a talmid chacham 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         41

and professor at Bar Ilan University, sees 
Korach as the (all too familiar) and prototyp-
ical polished-yet-sinister politician who uses 
empty rhetoric. He pretends to champion 
the cause of the people when he is really 
interested only in self-advancement, honor 
and positions of power.

Rebbe Avraham Yaakov, the Sadigura 
Rebbe zy’a would often share that “a per-
son can…complete their purpose in this 
olam hatikun as long as they don’t say two 
words: אילו הייתי, “if only I was…” So often 
we are plagued by gnawing feelings of self 
doubt. Sometimes we might see another 
person’s Linkedin profile, or his or her pro-
fessional advancement and hatzlacha, and 
the voice of Korach appears inside our head: 
“If only…” ‘If only I had a better position, if 
only I was somewhere else, had a different 
job, had more money, more political influ-
ence, more spiritual authority or charisma, 
a higher IQ, then I would be….’ 

In reliving the tragic drama of this week’s 
sedra, may we remember to strive to be our 
individual best selves. May we be diligent 
and find our material success and spiritual 
satisfaction wherever we are. If we are hum-
ble and grateful for what we have, Hashem 
may give us the responsibility to hold more, 
but we can only complete our tikkun by dis-
covering good fortune in whatever our role 
is right now. For “when a Yid truly desires 
to serve Hashem…he can do so wherever he 
is.” 
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

A 2500-Year Old 
Earthquake 

Some punishments are more dramatic 
than others. Few are as horrifying as being 
swallowed alive by a desert crater. Frus-
trated by Korach’s mutiny, Moshe warns 
him and his band of rebels that Hashem will 
create a “new invention” to confirm Moshe’s 
selection and to punish Korach. Moshe’s 
prediction came true, as the earth opened 
wide and swallowed Korach whole. 

Though Moshe’s prediction materialized, 
his terminology wasn’t completely accurate. 
Similar to a new invention, the earthquake 
seemed to appear out of nowhere, but, in 
reality, it was a 2500-year old earthquake. 
It had already been designed at the dawn of 
history, during the first week of creation

The Mishnah in Pirkei Avot delineates ten 
items which were composed during twilight, 
immediately after the six days of creation. 
The universe was “almost” complete, Shab-
bat was fast approaching, and Hashem 
fashioned ten “elements” instrumental for 
Jewish history. Among the more well-known 
supernatural objects manufactured during 
these fading minutes were the be’er (desert 
well of water) , the mateh (staff of Moshe), 
the manna (heavenly bread), the luchot and, 
of course, the earthquake which devoured 
Korach. Why were these materials, most of 

which would not be useful for centuries to 
come, fashioned during the initial week of 
creation? Moreover, why not create them 
during the six days of creation proper and 
not during this in-between phase of twilight? 

Materials for future miracles were devel-
oped during creation because the miracles 
themselves were programmed during cre-
ation. We typically assume that a miracle 
entails Hashem dramatically intervening in 
our world, tearing the natural order asunder, 
and reshaping our reality. The Rambam had 
a very different view of miracles. Any mir-
acle vital to Jewish history was already pre 
programmed into the natural order from 
the dawn of time. For example, Hashem 
programmed the molecular structure of the 
Red Sea molecules to solidify 2448 years into 
history. Similarly, Hashem programmed the 
DNA of the Nile-frogs to instinctively migrate 
en masse from the Nile during the plague of 
tzaferdei’a. Likewise, the sun’s astronom-
ical orbit was engineered so that this star 
would halt its movement on a Friday, when 
Yehoshua required extra time to rout his 
enemies. Miracles don’t arise suddenly, but 
are embedded in Nature and subsequently 
invoked by Hashem. Anomalies of Nature 
which are necessary for Jewish history are 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 
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baked into creation and into Nature. 
For this reason, all the materials necessary 

for “Jewish miracles” were prefabricated 
at the time of creation. The potential of 
miracles is hot-wired into Nature, and this 
potential is roused when necessary. As mir-
acles don’t represent the “daily routine” or 
“normal Nature” they could not have been 
created during the six days proper. During 
those six days the natural systems which gov-
ern our routine were set in motion. Instead, 
the material for miracles was manufactured 
just as the six days of “normal Nature” faded, 
but the overall week of creation was still 
unfinished. During the twilight of “creation 
week”, Nature was embedded with inherent 
potential for miracles. 

Suppressing Korach’s insurrection was 
vital to Jewish history. Without firmly estab-
lishing Moshe’s selection, everything would 
be up for grabs. After the meraglim debacle, 
we were in a very fragile and vulnerable 
state. We had lost the Land of Israel and with 
it, we lost our unifying narrative. No longer 
did every Jew in the hot desert share a com-
mon future and a common fate. Had the 
Korach riot spread, it could have torpedoed 
Jewish destiny. We could have fallen into 
forty years of infighting and political squab-
bles. Forty years would soon become four 
hundred years, and we would be forever lost 
in the sands of dispute, wandering endlessly 
and aimlessly. Korach endangered Jewish 
history and for that reason, as is true with all 
miracles of Jewish history, the earthquake 
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was pre-fashioned. It felt like a creation, but 
was, in fact, an invocation.

The Great Love
Viewing miracles as pre-fashioned, stresses 

the great love Hashem possesses for our 
people. Despite the flurry of activity during 
creation, and despite Hashem creating a vast 
cosmos, our needs and the needs of Jewish 
history were still paramount. Knowing that 
we would require food and water as we 
trekked through the desert, Hashem lovingly 
prepared supernatural “providers”, as part 
of the landscape. We imagine the creation of 
our world as a cosmic event, and it was. How-
ever, within that cosmic moment the needs of 
a chosen people were already on His mind. 

Nature and Redemption
There is a more important takeaway from 

the fact that miracles were pre-fashioned 
into Nature. We inhabit two domains: the 
world of “Nature” and the world of “His-
tory”. Similar to every other creature, we 
were crafted by Hashem and placed in His 
natural world.  In the sphere of Nature time 
cycles endlessly and is vacant of any mean-
ing. Seasons roll, winds rush, oceans ebb 
and flow and time marches ceaselessly and 
mercilessly. 

However, we inhabit a second world- the 
world of History. We were inserted into 

History to shape human experience and to 
redeem it. Just like “Nature” which began in 
Tishrei when the world was created, “His-
tory” has a point of inception – the month 
of Nissan when we left Egypt. Unlike Nature, 
though History has a terminus. We call that 
terminus “redemption” and we are meant 
to advance humanity toward it. 

Though they feel so different, Nature and 
History are inseparable. Redemption is part 
of Nature. Miracles necessary to advance 
redemption were woven into the fabric of 
Nature, to demonstrate that Redemption 
doesn’t subvert or circumvent Nature. 
Rather Redemption expresses Nature’s 
potential and perfects her. 

Redemption is part of Nature and is as 
irrepressible as the tides and as the orbits 
themselves. Redemption isn’t an external 
layer but an integral part of the course of 
Nature. When Redemption concludes, 
Nature herself will be perfected. 

These two spheres- Nature and History, 
each with a different Rosh Hashanah, are 
one. Redemptive miracles are stitched 
into Nature because they drive Nature to 
her own redemption. We don’t live in two 
worlds, but in one reality embodying differ-
ent spheres. They are all one, just like their 
Creator.  
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Does Yevul 
Nochri and 
Heter Mechira 
Have Kedushat 
Shevi’it?

The most common forms of Shemitah pro-
duce known to the Israeli consumer are Otzar 
Beit Din, Heter Mechira and Yevul Nochri. 
Otzar Beit Din certainly maintains kedushat 
shevi’it and the relevant Halachot of handling 
and selling such produce apply. Regarding 
Yevul Nochri and Heter Mechira there is much 
dispute amongst authorities based on Talmu-
dic sources.

Yevul Nochri is produce grown on land 
which is owned by or which always belonged 
to non-Jews. This includes land owned by Pal-
estinians in the area of Judea, Samaria and 
the Gaza strip. In addition, land owned in 
northern Israel or the northern Negev also 
qualify as Yevul Nochri even if the governing 
body of the land is the Israeli government. 
Later Poskim discuss the purchase of such 
produce as an ideal or non-ideal solution for 
Shemitah observing consumers. The ideologi-
cal debate regarding purchasing Yevul Nochri 
is beyond the scope of this article and should 
be discussed with one’s local rabbi (see Igrot 

Ha’raya 1:316). It should be noted that OU 
Kosher in Israel and around the world would 
certify establishments or raw materials from 
Yevul Nochri.

Heter Mechira is a means by which cer-
tain later authorities allowed circumventing 
Shemitah observance by selling or leasing 
land in Israel to a non-Jew for the duration of 
the year (and the year after Shemitah). Over 
the last hundred and fifty years the legitimacy 
and expansion of Heter Mechira has been 
disputed. The Chief Rabbinate of Israel holds 
by Heter Mechira and all fruit and vegetable 
products under the non mehadrin certifica-
tion are Heter Mechira. 

Although both Yevul Nochri and Heter 
Mechira are similar in regards to the land 
being under non-Jewish ownership, the two 
categories may differ in regards to kedushat 
shevi’it (as will be explained later).

Ownership by a non-Jew
The Gemara in Gittin (47:a) brings a dispute 

between two sages regarding if selling or giv-
ing over land to a non-Jew relinquishes the 
mitzvot related to the land of Israel. In other 
words, there are numerous mitzvot that are 
only binding in Eretz Yisrael, which includes 
taking terumot and maasrot (holy tithes given 
to Kohanim and Levi’im) as well as Shemitah. 
The mitzvot pertaining to the land of Israel 
are dependent both on the land itself, as well 
as the conquering and settling of the land by 
Jews (see Rambam, Terumot 1:1-8). 

The Gemara in Gittin brings a debate 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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regarding areas of Eretz Yisrael which were 
conquered by Jews and then sold or given 
as a gift to non-Jews. In such a case does 
the land lose its obligations regarding the 
mitzvot related to the land? Rabba rules that 
transfer of ownership to a non-Jew relin-
quishes the mitzvot dependent on the land 
while Rebi Elazar disagrees. This dispute has 
direct implication on Yevul Nochri and Heter 
Mechira. According to Rabba once the land is 
in non-Jewish possession, the fruit and vege-
tables do not maintain kedushat shevi’it.

Later Authorities 
The Beit Yosef (Responsa Afkat Rochel 24) 

and the Mabit (1:11), two famous later author-
ities fiercely debated this issue five hundred 
years ago. The Beit Yosef based on his under-
standing of early authorities ruled that there 
is no kedushat shevi’it in produce from land 
owned by non-Jews. The Mabit disagreed 
and held that the laws of kedushat shevi’it 
should be kept. This dispute was so intense 
that certain rabbis in Israel (at the time) ex- 
communicated those who did keep by their 

opinion (see Responsa Maharshdam YD:192).
The more accepted custom is that of 

the Beit Yosef as most authorities testify in 
their responsa (Har Tzvi Zeraim 2:39, Yabia 
Omer 10:42). However, there is a difference 
between Heter Mechira and Yevul Nochri 
on this matter. Based on the assumption 
that Heter Mechira is not binding (under 
the opinion that the transfer of ownership 
is invalid) one should adhere to the laws of 
kedushat shevi’it for Heter Mechira produce 
as it’s truly no different than any other Jewish 
owned produce on Shemitah. This perspec-
tive would not apply regarding Yevul Nochri. 
However, those who rule that Heter Mechira 
is truly binding, need not be concerned with 
kedushat shevi’it for produce grown under 
the Heter.

In Summary:
• The accepted custom is that Yevul 

Nochri does not maintain kedushat 
shevi’it.

• Those who hold that Heter Mechira is 
not binding should hold the laws of 
kedushat shevi’it with such produce.

• Those who hold by Heter Mechira do 
not need to keep the guidelines of kedu-
shat shevi’it regarding produce grown 
under the Heter. 

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.
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The Mishna in Pirkei Avot suggests 
an interesting insight regarding 
the rebellion initiated by Korach.

Any dispute that is for the sake of Heaven 
is destined to endure; one that is not for the 
sake of Heaven is not destined to endure. 
Which is a dispute that is for the sake of 
Heaven? The dispute(s) between Hillel and 
Shamai. Which is a dispute that is not for 
the sake of Heaven? The dispute of Korach 
V’Adato- Korach and all his company...  

How are we to understand this state-
ment, that Korach’s challenge to the 
leadership of Moshe and Aharon becomes 
the paradigmatic example of a Machloket 
She’eino L’Sheim Shamayim?  Indeed there 
are numerous Midrashim which suggest 
that Korach might have had at least initially 
pure motivations, that he saw the value in 
each and every individual and therefore 
struggled with the idea of communal hier-
archy. So, what was it about the way in 
which Korach carried out this challenge 

that truly placed Korach and his followers 
outside the accepted norms? 

One of the great religious personalities 
of the pre-state Yishuv and early years of 
Medinat Yisrael, was the Ohalei Yaakov 
of Tel Aviv,  Rabbi Yaakov Friedman, zt’l, 
the Admor of Husiyatin zy’a. The Rebbe of 
Husiyatin, was fortunate to make aliya from 
Poland, just ahead of the Nazi onslaught, 
settling in Tel Aviv  in 1938, where he lived 
until his passing in 1954. Within the Reb-
be’s beautiful teachings we not only find 
depth and inspiration, but are often given 
a glimpse of this very challenging period in 
Jewish History. 

The Ohalei Yaakov asked why does our 
Mishna refer to the dispute that Korach had 
as the dispute of Korach V’Adato, and not 
the dispute between Korach and Moshe? 
The Rebbe explained that this teaches us 
that Korach and his comrades were not 
truly in agreement with one another, there 
was no unity within their ranks. The only 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center
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thing they agreed on was their challenge to 
the leadership of Moshe and Ahron. Hence 
our mishna refers to this tragic episode as 
the machloket Korach V’Adato!

Our Sedra opens with the words: 
ֵנ֧י ֱאִליָא֛ב  ֲאִביָר֜ם בְּ ן־ֵלִו֑י ְוָדָת֨ן וַֽ ן־ְקָה֖ת בֶּ ן־ִיְצָה֥ר בֶּ ֣ח קַֹ֔רח בֶּ קַּ ַויִּ

ן ֵנ֥י ְראּובֵֽ ֶ֖לת בְּ ן־פֶּ ְוא֥וֹן בֶּ

And Korach the son of Yitzhar, the son of 
Kehat, the son of Levi, took together with 
Datan and Aviram the sons of Eliav and On 
the son of Pelet, the descendants of Reuven....

What exactly does the expression Vay-
ikach Korach-Korach took, mean in this 
context - What is it that Korach took?

Onkelos, translates the word Vayikach 
(literally and he took) as -V’Itpileig-And he 
and the others separated themselves. 

Perhaps, Onkelos’ insight can help us to 
better understand why the Mishna con-
siders the story of Korach V’Adato, as the 
prime example of a Machloket She’eino 
L’Sheim Shamayim. A healthy, respect-
ful disagreement is not only normal, but 
acceptable, particularly when the motiva-
tion is pure, with the primacy of bettering 
the community is at its core. However, any 
disagreement which is so harsh that it leads 
to strife, division and separate factions 
within our ranks, that contributes to any 
breakdown in unity, is not considered in 
consonance with the ways of Heaven.

We live in a world that unfortunately 
is still overcome with much division and 
strife. Yehi Ratzon, may we strive for and 
merit to always navigate any disagreements 
we may have in a way that is productive, 
and may we have the fortitude to always 
strengthen our communal infrastructure, 
to stay united and connected-even when at 
times we may disagree. 
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

What We Are 
Praying For 

The prayer of the Amida is an expression 
of a Jew’s longings and deepest aspirations. 
Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik explored the 
various themes in the Amida and sought 
to elucidate their meaning. He employed a 
most creative way of doing this by citing a 
condensed version of the Amida which the 
Talmud suggests as a possible alternative 
when it’s too difficult to recite the full version. 
Through the lens of this abridged version, 
authored by Shmuel, the Rav shed light on 
the meaning of each blessing, uncovering 
what is, or what should be, at the heart of a 
Jew’s hopes and prayers. The following are 
three examples from the Rav’s teaching:

“Teshuva” - The sage Shmuel could have 
chosen any sentence from the bracha itself 
- hashiveinu avinu letoratecha, or karveinu 
malkenu la’avodatecha. Instead he intro-
duced new phrasing, u’mol et levaveinu 
leyiratecha, ‘circumcise our hearts so that 
we may fear You’,” paraphrasing Devarim 
(30:6), “U’mal Hashem…And the Lord your 
God will circumcise your heart… to love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, that you may live.”

What motivated Shmuel?
The contrast to a circumcised heart is “orlat 

halev.” Orla means closed, covered (Rashi, 

Vayikra 19:23). Orlat lev has the connotation 
of being closed, surrounded by something 
unapproachable. “Milat lev” entails opening 
up the heart to the outside, sensitizing the 
heart, and exposing it to spiritual stimuli. 
Shmuel is adding that we ask the Almighty 
that our heart, which is many times insen-
sitive, should be exposed and more open to 
the words of the Torah and the Sages. Only 
then can one take the concrete steps towards 
progress and commit themselves more fully 
to the Almighty and to shmirat hamitzvot.

In this vein, the Rav expressed how sincere 
Jewish commitment requires great sensi-
tivity. One needs to be a true seeker: “The 
tradition most difficult to transmit is that of 
experiencing God, of meeting Him, of search-
ing for Him, of questing for him, of feeling His 
presence, of embracing Him, of feeling as if 
we were embraced by Him.” (Ibid., p.95)1

“Forgiveness and Redemption” - 
Shmuel continues in his abridged version, 
“vetislach lanu lihyot geulim, forgive us so 
that we may be redeemed. In his formula-
tion we ask not only for forgiveness but for 
the presence of the Almighty in our lives. 

We seek a forgiveness that includes a 
repair and reconciliation in the relationship; 

1  It is noteworthy that the Rav was 
fond of quoting the Ramban in the context 
of Avraham being told to ‘go to the Land.” 
Avraham was not told where it was, he had 
to sense it and discover on his own.
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perhaps even a stronger bond can be estab-
lished after recognizing the sin and harm 
we have done. “Not only should one be 
aware of God, not only should one have 
faith in Him, not only should one abide by 
His will. More is required of the Jew. To find 
Him means to experience His presence, to 
feel His proximity, to have our faith in God 
becoming a perception, a sensation, like the 
sensation of light or sound.” (Ibid., p.94)

When we speak about the blessing of Goel 
Yisrael, Redeemer of Israel,” we usually 
think that it is linked with redemption of the 
Jewish community as a whole, to the Mes-
sianic era. However, just as the preceding 
blessings all relate to the individual’s needs, 
even though we use the plural form, so too 
does the prayer for redemption. 

Goel Yisrael refers to the individual who 
needs redemption; he is always in trouble and 
wants God to redeem him. The Rav in this con-
text shared the following personal account: 
“Let me tell you, if there is someone who is 
in need of geula, I am the individual. When 
my wife died, I went through what the mystics 
call a dark night of the soul, a night of deso-
lation and loneliness and complete desertion, 
a night of hester panim, of God’s hiddenness. 
My life had been destroyed and shattered, 
and it completely lost its meaning; it became 
an absurd nonsensical affair. What saved me? 
Two things: Torah and tefillah.” (Ibid., p.97)

Shomea Tefilla, Who Answers Our 
Prayers

The last sentence of Havineinu is “Terem nikra 
ata ta’aneh, Before we call You will answer us.”

In the regular beracha of Shema koleinu, 
we ask God to hearken to our prayers and to 
accept our supplication when we plead with 
Him and beg for mercy. However, here, we 
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express the hope that God will anticipate our 
prayer and offer His salvation even before we 
have a chance to offer our petition to Him. Why 
the change?

The answer is simple. The Havineinu prayer 
is only recited when one is upset or in distress, 
has no patience or is confused. When one finds 
themselves not having the frame of mind or 
finding the words. At times one is incapable of 
prayer because he is not in control of his mind, 
and even his heart is in rebellion. The Halacha 
articulates this idea most notably in the case of 
an onen, the individual who suffers the death 
of a close relative and is therefore free from the 
duty of prayer altogether. The Rav adds to this 
idea by citing Maimonides (Hilchot Taaniyot 
1:1), when he speaks about prayer on a fast day, 
he doesn’t call it tefillah, rather ze’aka, which 
means a cry of pain. “Ze’aka is a shriek when 
tragedy strikes and destroys human hopes 

and expectations and one is overpowered by 
breathtaking grief, fear, and desolation.”

Perhaps the most powerful example of a Jew 
praying with no words is the shriek of the sho-
far on Rosh Hashanah. The shofar is interwoven 
into the Rosh Hashanah prayers. “It is a ze’aka, 
a speechless tefillah, a wordless prayer said we 
cast off our pretenses and claims to wisdom, to 
intelligence, to telling God what we need, to dic-
tate to the Almighty a plan of action. We come 
before Him naked, in all our agony and misery. 
And God accepts our cry.” (Ibid., p.102)

Shmuel in his rendition of the Shema Kole-
inu emphasizes the notion that God accepts 
our cry, even when unarticulated. “God also 
accepts the tefillah of downtrodden man, 
lonely man, the man who has lost the ability 
of speech, the capability of expressing himself. 
He answers our prayers terem nikra, even 
before they have been formulated.” (Ibid.) 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         57

www.theisraelcalendar.org
Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your program 
with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

Visit The Nefesh B'Nefesh 
Israel Calendar to explore English-
language events taking place all 
over the country! 
The Israel Calendar is an online platform showcasing virtual 

and in-person English-speaking programming throughout 

the country. All events posted on the calendar are designed 

for Olim seeking to connect with like-minded Anglos while 

benefiting from English-oriented events.



58     TORAH TIDBITS 1473 / KORACH 5782



OU ISRAEL CENTER         59



60     TORAH TIDBITS 1473 / KORACH 5782

four times after witnessing Hashem’s mir-
acles firsthand?!

The Gemara is Masechet Taanit 14b quotes 
Rebbi Elazar and says that an important 
person is permitted to fall on his face and 
humiliate himself in front of the community 
only if he is certain that he will be answered. 
The commentaries ask how Moshe was per-
mitted to fall on his face in this case?! How 
could he have been so certain?

Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk ZY”A reminds 
us that Moshe Rabbeinu was ‘Anav M’kol 
Ha’adam’- the humblest man of them all, 
and therefore did not want to fall on his 
face. It’s only when Korach reminded him 
that he and Aaron were in charge and cho-
sen to lead does he remember what true 
humility is. There is a misconception that 
being humble is being low, nothing, or 
worthless. But, true humility is exactly the 
opposite. It’s knowing how great you are 
and how much better you can be by bene-
fiting others. We need to acknowledge how 
great we are in order to help others, but it’s 
only when we acknowledge others (even 
someone like Korach!) that we realize our 
own greatness.

Shabbat Shalom

Rabbi Yosef 
Ginsberg
Co-Regional  
Director,  
NCSY Israel

Rising From The Fall

This week’s Parsha, Korach, is a tough 
one to swallow. If just the story of Korach 
came up through the Midbar it would have 
been enough four our faces to have turned 
red. Unfortunately this is the fourth major 
national act of embarrassment by our 
nation in the Midbar thus far. The first 
sin was that of the golden calf, 2nd of the 
‘Mitonanim’- the complainers, 3rd the spies, 
and now a 4th time with the rebellion of 
Korach. When Korach came with his large 
assembly to complain, the Pasuk tells us 
that “Moshe heard and fell upon his face”. 
Rashi tells us that uniquely this time he fell 
upon his face since he felt that he could not 
go back a fourth time to ask Hashem for 
forgiveness. We Jews have Chutzpah, but 
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In Question

This week’s parsha begins with Korach’s 
rebellion. Korach and 250 men from the 
nation were questioning Moshe and Aharon’s 
rank, as well as the validity of certain mitzvot. 
As a result of their uprising, Moshe davened 
to Hashem, and Hashem caused the earth to 
swallow them.  The matter, however, did not 
stop there. Bnai Yisrael cried out to Moshe 
about the loss of their people, and once again 
Moshe davened to Hashem and Hashem sent 
a plague which killed 14,700 people. Typically, 
in the Torah, when Hashem sent a miracle 
the conflict or issue would end, yet here, this 
time, why is it that the miracle didn’t fix the 
problem?

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z”l explains that what 
finally solved the problem wasn’t Moshe ask-
ing Hashem for a miracle, but rather was the 
test which they performed which proved that 
Shevet Levi was worthy of being the ones to 
serve Hashem. Hashem told Bnai Yisrael to 
take 12 sticks, one from each tribe and which-
ever grows branches and leaves from it is the 
chosen leader. As we know, Shevet Levi’s 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

stick, engraved with Aharon’s name, bloomed, 
and everyone understood that Aharon was 
the one chosen to be the Kohen Gadol. 

Why did this sign, of all things, end the 
problem? We see from the beginning of 
the parsha, Korach and the people weren’t 
rebelling against Moshe- how could they? He 
was the one who got them out of Egypt and 
performed so many miracles it was obvious 
he was chosen. Instead, they were question-
ing Aharon, and what made HIM different 
from the rest? They felt, just because he was 
Moshe’s brother, didn’t mean he was nec-
essarily worthy of being the Kohen Gadol 
too. Moshe knew the conflict was against 
Aharon, but Moshe got lost in the argument, 
took it personally, and even forgot that the 
real issue was against his brother. We know 
this because he said: “This is how you know 
Hashem sent ME” but the nation knew that 
Hashem chose Moshe! Their issue was with 
whether Hashem had, in fact, chosen Aharon. 
When they see Aharon’s stick bloom, they 
know only then he was chosen as well and 
only then did the conflict end. 
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