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we are meant to look at with our eyes and 
remember Hashem along with the mitzvot 
He commands us.

In both places the eyes are a key compo-
nent. When viewing (or scouting) something, 
we can see it on a physical level but there is a 
danger of glancing over the spiritual which 
is the sin of the Meraglim. What they saw 
caused them to worry and “be swayed” away 
from Hashem. The Tzitzit are a way for us to 
focus our sight back to something spiritual. 
Let us take this message to not only see the 
physical, but also recognize Hashem’s exis-
tence in everything around us. 

Yehuda Sunshine
10th Grade, 
Raanana
Command or 
Permission?

In this week’s parsha, parshat Shelach, 
Moshe sends the spies to scout out the land 
of Israel. But there are two פסוקים in the 
Torah that contradict each other. The first 
in our parsha, where it says that Hashem 
asked Moshe to send the spies and in Par-
shat Devarim, where it says that Bene 
Israel asked Moshe to send the spies. Rashi 
writes, our parsha is Hashem’s response, 

Lior Cohen
Raanana Chapter 
Director
Are You Truly 
Seeing?

The paragraph describing Tzitzit is not 
only the closing paragraph of Shema in 
davening, but also the closing words of this 
week’s parsha. While Tzitzit are extremely 
important and fundamental in our religion, 
why is it introduced now, and moreover, 
why does it conclude this parsha?

When the paragraph describes the pur-
pose of Tzitzit, it says “And it will be for them 
Tzitzit, and you shall see it and remember all 
the mitzvot and fulfill them; And you shall 
not be swayed by your heart or your eyes 
which you lust after them…”. The word for 
“do not be swayed” is תתורו. Here the trans-
lation is “be swayed”, but this root is used 
at a different point in the parsha where it 
receives a very different meaning. At the 
opposite bookend of the parsha, we have 
the story of the Meraglim. Hashem tells 
Moshe to send these men “ויתרו את ארץ כנען” 
- “They will scout the Land of Canaan”. This 
continued usage of the same root draws a 
connection between the two stories. The 
first passage opens the Parsha with some-
thing negative dealing with representatives 
who use their eyes to view the land, and ulti-
mately sin through their report. In contrast, 
Tzitzit are a positive commandment which 
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but Devarim was the question. To put it a 
different way, Bene Israel asked to send the 
spies and Hashem says that you can send 
them and leaves the decision to Moshe. 
Ramban brings another answer, that Bene 
Israel wanted to send two spies secretly. But 
Hashem, who sees the future, told Moshe to 
send 12 men, one from each tribe, each a 
leader. This is because leaders represent the 
whole of Bene Israel, so that if they decide to 
go into the Land, everyone will follow. But if 
they decide that the Land is bad, everyone 
will get the punishment. 

Bamidbar Rabbah brings another 
approach. They bring a משל saying, this is 
like a king who found a beautiful and rich 
wife for his son. And the son asks his father 
to see her, for he did not believe him. Now if 
the father says no, then the son would think 
he lied. So he lets him see her, but he says that 
you will not get her, rather your son will get 
her. Just like Hashem told Bene Israel that the 
land was good and that they asked to see it for 
themselves. So too the land will be given to 
their children. Shabbat Shalom! 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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Yitchak Kowalsky

Unique Apartment in Musrara
138 sqm + cistern, High ceilings, 

Full of character & charm, 
Can be split into several rental units (air bnb)
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‘Arab house’ in the 
Heart of Baka

3 bedrooms, 90 sqm + small
balcony, high ceilings, 3

exposures.
Full of potential 

For Sale In The 
Heart of Talbiya

Right across the Inbal hotel, 2.5
bdrms, 95 sqm, stunning views!

Small balcony (not Succah)
2 full baths, central A/C + heat

Full of light & air, Shabbat elevator
 
 

Freestanding House
in Efrat

On Hagefen St.
Ove 400 sqm on 4 levels

2 separate units
Asking price upon request

New Duplex Garden 
Apt On Prestigious 

Caspi Street
5 rooms, 2.5 baths

85 sqm private garden.
Brand new A/C units in the

bedrooms!
Available: Immediately
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