
40     TORAH TIDBITS 1472 / SHELACH 5782

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Shelach: 
A Land of 
Illusions or 
Allusions?

Something about the Land they were 
infiltrating was “off”, and the meraglim 
spies sensed it. They were startled by 
outsized fruit, and stunned by heavily-for-
tressed cities. Massive giants dwarfed 
them into tiny human-shaped grass-
hoppers. If all this weren’t enough, they 
detected an unusually high death rate 
amongst the indigenous population. It 
appeared as if this dreadful Land was lit-
erally devouring its inhabitants. Petrified 
and panicked, they determined that the 
Land which had been divinely promised 
over four hundred years earlier, was cur-
rently unattainable. Terror quickly spread 
throughout the desert camp as Jewish his-
tory came crashing down. 

The spies weren’t fools and these scenes 
weren’t concocted. They didn’t fabricate 
their reports or exaggerate the informa-
tion. Giants did roam this Land littered 
with gigantic fruits. The crime of the spies 
consisted in their interpretation of the intel. 
There was something different about this 
Land, but it was precisely these differences 

which should have empowered them, 
rather than terrifying them.

Life in the Land of Israel is fundamen-
tally different than it is elsewhere. Living 
under the eye of Hashem and under His 
direct presence changes everything. Our 
proximity to Hashem induces a supernat-
ural condition in which crops are massive 
and people are colossal. Unlike worldwide 
rainfall, rain in Israel is delivered directly 
from Hashem and the size of the crops 
reflects this. These roving giants were 
the same celestial “beings” who fell from 
Heaven, as described in Breishit. Half man 
and half angel, they naturally migrated to 
Heaven’s door in Israel. Size matters, and 
there was nothing incidental about the 
large fruits and enormous people. So it is 
in the Land of God. 

It doesn’t take a heavenly giant to per-
ceive divine presence in Israel. Even 
average-sized humans discern the Land’s 
importance. Deep in its collective sub-
conscious, humanity realizes that life 
originated in Yerushalayim and that his-
tory will terminate there. Humanity has 
always been irrationally drawn to this 
Land- at great cost to human life. Man was 
first murdered amidst a quarrel over this 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731



OU ISRAEL CENTER         41

Land. Kayin and Hevel each enjoyed unlim-
ited real estate options, yet they sparred 
over the rights to Yerushalayim. Since that 
brutal slaying, endless blood has been shed 
over this Land. Given the disproportionate 
interest in our small strip of Land, it wasn’t 
incidental that the Meraglim encountered 
over thirty chieftains vying for control. 
Everyone wanted a toehold in the Land of 
human history. 

Life in the Land of God was also, uncom-
monly austere. Conditions in the Land of 
God were harsh and unforgiving. The rea-
sons for the unusually high death rate were 
unclear. Were so many inhabitants dying 
prematurely because of their moral decay? 
Was the Land of God “spitting out” its sinful 
inhabitants- as it would hundreds of years 
later when we, ourselves, fell into moral 
dysfunction? All this is unknown, but one 
thing is clear: life in the Land of God would 
never be “easy”. The Land of God isn’t 
Scandinavia and the Meraglim should have 
understood as much. 

Life in the presence of Hashem is dif-
ferent: large, disputed and unyielding. 
Instead of flinching we should have risen 
to the challenge of living before God. 
Nothing of value comes without a price. 
A ticket into the Land of God isn’t cheap. 
Instead of horrifying us this “theater of the 
absurd” should have reinforced our faith. 
We should have realized that a divine Land 
which lies beyond human proportions and 
beyond human reach will only be delivered 
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was then, life in the Land of God will never 
be simple. 

Living in Israel doesn’t only affect agri-
culture and economy but cultural norms. 
Living under the constant presence of 
God infuses us with inner strength, cour-
age, confidence, and intelligence. Ideally, 
these traits contribute to our military 
strength and to our becoming an innova-
tive “start-up” nation. However, all this 
confidence and empowerment can also 
create overconfidence, impoliteness and 
a society of “know-it-alls”. Israelis may not 
be “giants”, but they sometimes possess 
“giant heads”. As it is, Jews are predisposed 
toward stubbornness and obstinacy. For 
this reason, God selected us to defy the 
world and launch a revolution of religious 
consciousness. God desired a stiff-necked 
people and He certainly found one! Stub-
born people, fueled by the confidence of 
living in the Land of Hashem don’t always 
listen to each other or, for that matter, to 
authority. 

Ideally, life in the Land of God is empow-
ering but humbling, endowing us with 
inner strength but also with modesty. 
Those traits aren’t easy to calibrate. So it is 
in the Land of God, nothing comes “easy”. 

to God’s people. Faith should have provided 
backdrop but unfortunately, the meraglim 
had no context. Lost in a Land of illusion, 
they didn’t notice the various allusions. All 
the signs pointed to this being the Land of 
God, earmarked for the Jews. 

So it was then, and so it continues to be 
throughout history. Formidable empires 
would perennially battle over control of 
this Land, but none would succeed long-
term. Agricultural conditions in Israel 
would fluctuate wildly between abun-
dant fertility and unmanageable sterility. 
In its heyday, reported by the Talmud to 
have lasted into the third century, the 
Land provided abnormal bounty. As the 
Jews began to depart and the Shechinah 
followed, a divine curse descended upon 
Israel, parching it dry and sentencing it 
to two millennia of thorns and thistles. As 
Jews slowly return home, and the divine 
presence returns, the Land is slowly 
recovering, and gradually returning to its 
former plentiful state. 

Just as then, humanity still hotly disputes 
our presence in the Land of God. The cit-
ies of Israel are no longer armed but the 
borders are, and our neighbors are intent 
upon, G-d forbid, dislodging us. Just as it 


