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Hailing 
Humility

In our parashah, we find that Moshe 
Rabbeinu changes the name of his chief 
disciple Hoshea bin Nun to Yehoshua 
(Bamidbar 13:16). Rashi notes that Moshe 
accompanied the change with a tefilah, 
“May Hashem save you from the negative 
influence of the spies.” (Rashi, ibid) Tar-
gum Yonatan, however, understands that 
it was Yehoshua’s extreme humility that 
motivated Moshe to change his name. Let 
us see how we can synthesize these two 
approaches and better appreciate why 
Yehoshua needed this additional letter 
“yud” added to his name.

The Tosher Rebbe in Avodat Avodah writes 
that we are mistaken if we think that Eretz 
Yisrael would be conquered on a purely phys-
ical level. He explains that the seven nations 
found in the land represented a corrupt 
manifestation of the seven primary mid-
dot and Am Yisrael was meant to vanquish 
these forces of evil. The meraglim, however, 
did not recognize their inherent greatness 
and power and felt that it was beyond the 
people’s capacity to accomplish this mis-
sion. Hence, when Am Yisrael are waiting 
for their report, the meraglim describe the 
inhabitants of the land as “anshei middot,” 
people who possess tremendous negative 

energy and are impossible to conquer. Here 
the meraglim inappropriately demonstrated 
false modesty. Yet, Moshe Rabbeinu knew 
that Yehoshua possessed a unique measure 
of humility and worried that he would be 
easily influenced by the false modesty of 
the other spies and pulled into their self-de-
feating belief. Moshe therefore changes his 
name with a prayer for Yehoshua’s inner 
strength and truth.

Chatam Sofer uses a kabbalistic oriented 
approach to combine the two interpreta-
tions. When written in the proper order, 
Hashem’s four-letter name, yud and hei, 
vav and hei, reflects the attribute of mercy. 
When written backwards, though, hei, vav 
and hei and yud, it reflects judgement. The 
name Hoshea, expresses judgement as the 
hei and vav start it off (the subsequent let-
ters are implied). Dovid Hamelech speaks 
of “zivchei Elokim ruach nishbarah” (Tehil-
lim 51:19), the way to break the force of 
Elokim, judgement, is through a broken 
spirit, humility. Therefore, when Moshe 
Rabbeinu saw this middah in Hoshea, he 
realized that by adding a “yud’ to the begin-
ning of his name he could infuse Yehoshua 
with the spirit of mercy as the order of the 
letters - yud, hei, vav, (and final hei implied) 
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– would now express Divine grace.
A beautiful insight is shared in Shivilei 

Pinchas by Rav Pinchas Friedman. When 
one initiates giving charity, he accesses the 
element of mercy, which otherwise would 
not be available when one would simply 
respond to a request for help. How so? 
The small coin resembles the letter ‘yud’, 
the hand with five fingers that holds the 
coin is the letter ‘hei’, the extension of an 
arm resembles the letter ‘vav’, and the 
recipient’s hand is the final ‘hei.’ However, 
when a person opens his hand to ask for a 
handout, the order is reversed, drawing out 
more of an element of judgement.

We find a different approach from Rav 
Reiss in Merosh Tzurim. Moshe Rabbeinu 
wished to bless his student to prevent him 
from being influenced by the other spies. 
Before receiving a brachah, one must make 
himself a vessel to sustain the brachah. We 
see this in the incident of Elisha with the 
wife of Ovadiah HaNavi when he told her 
to collect empty vessels before pouring oil 
to fill them (Melachim II 4:3). Thus, Moshe 
Rabbeinu identified the special quality of 
humility in Yehoshua, the perfect conduit to 
allow brachah to become available. Indeed, 
Ramban notes in his famous letter, the 
middah of humility is the best protection 
against sin. With Hashem’s help, Yehoshua 
incorporated his teacher’s powerful bless-
ing, resisted the negative pressure of the 
spies and effected salvation for the Jewish 
people.  
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 
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Rare In Baka
Townhouse, about 
220m, pastoral, in 
a quiet side alley, 
private elevator, 
private entrance, 
terrace, storage room, parking
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On the exquisite Elcharizi St., Rechavia, new project, new 
280m penthouse, 100m terraces, finishes and layout according 
to buyer requests!  DEBORAH-054-4804767
FOR RENT- In Baka, unique new penthouse 200m, boutique 
2 family building, private elevator, 5 rooms, high ceilings, 
modern & beautiful views, succah terraces  
MAYA- 054-6650184
For Serious clients only! In the Orient Hotel, unique 280m 
apartment on one level with large succah terrace, top standard, 
all furnished, 7 rooms, all facilities of the hotel, pool, spa 
DEBORAH-054-4804767
Private house on private plot for sale in the best street 
in Rechavia! 750m plot, house built of 350m with additional 
building rights!! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of Old Katamon, Unique Garden apartment 
of 250m on one level + 700m private garden, authentic 
building, full of charm, high ceilings, wine cellar, very quiet,  
a must! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden apartment 
with private entrance, 250m with private garden, parking, 
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartment building- 
MAYA- 054-6650184
Rechavia, Unique Ben Maimon St. Beautiful Garden 
apartment, 200m on one level, private entrance, high ceilings, 
small authentic building, private landscaped garden,  
private parking DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Best location in Talbieh - magnificent new penthouse 300m 
in an authentic small building, top standard, double height 
ceilings, 7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private roof terrace 
120m, panoramic views, private elevator, private parking- 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Authentic Mansion on a dead-end St., German Colony - 1150m 
plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, additional 
building rights to add 2 more floors- DEBORAH- 054-
4804767
On a small lane of Baka, beautiful 190m penthouse,  
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat 
elevator - MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26
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Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!


