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On a Mission 
from God

R’ Yoel (Julius) Klugmann, z’l, was a 
legendary activist, confidante to Gedolei 
Yisrael and respected senior member of the 
Washington Heights community of Khal 
Adas Yeshurun. Responsibilities for the klal 
and business opportunities meant periodic 
overseas travel. Before departing on a trip, 
out of kavod and to receive a blessing for 
success, Mr. Klugmann would call to take 
leave of the Lakewood Rosh Yeshiva, Rav 
Aharon Kotler, zt’l. 

In advance of one trip to the United King-
dom, Rav Aharon wished Mr. Klugman a 
 and requested a favor that the ,צאתכם לשלום
lay leader relay an important message to 
one of the local Rabbanim in London, add-
ing, “Now you’ll be a shaliach mitzvah,” a 
‘mitzvah-messenger’. Mr. Klugmann appre-
ciated this gesture, knowing that someone 

who is traveling on a mission to do a mitz-
vah, even on another person’s behalf, will 
be blessed. 

A few moments after hanging up the 
phone, Mr. Klugmann’s new secretary 
entered the office and informed him that 
he had a call: “A Mr. Kotler is on the phone.”

At the time, Mr. Klugmann had a supplier 
named Kotler. Assuming that the caller was 
the supplier, he told the secretary he would 
call back later. Yet the caller would not take 
no for an answer. “He says it’s urgent,” 
responded the secretary.

When Mr. Klugmann picked up the 
phone he was shocked to hear his rebbi 
on the other line: “This is Aharon Kotler… 
Earlier I asked you for a favor to fulfill in 
London while you are there for work, and 
mistakenly told you that you’d be a shaliach 
mitzvah as a result. I am calling to tell you 
that I should not have said that. I made a 
mistake! The truth is, since you are travel-
ing for business for your parnassah, you 
are already considered a shaliach mitzvah.”

ִלְבֵני  נֵֹתן  ר־ֲאִני  ֲאשֶׁ ַנַען  כְּ ֶאת־ֶאֶרץ  ְוָיֻתרּו  ים  ֲאָנשִׁ ְלָך  ַלח  שְׁ

ּכֹל  ָל֔חּו  שְׁ תִּ ֲאבָֹתיו  ה  ְלַמטֵּ ֶאָחד  ִאיׁש  ֶאָחד  ִאיׁש  ָרֵאל  ִישְׂ

ם  י ה׳ כֻּלָּ אָרן ַעל־פִּ ר פָּ ְדבַּ ה ִממִּ ַל֨ח אָֹתם משֶׁ שְׁ יא ָבֶהם: ַויִּ ָנשִׂ

ה: ָרֵאל ֵהמָּ י ְבֵני־ִישְׂ ים ָראשֵׁ ֲאָנשִׁ

“Send out for yourself men who will 
scout the Land of Canaan, which I am giv-
ing to Bnei Yisrael. You shall send one man 
each for his father’s tribe; each one shall 
be a chieftain in their midst. So Moshe 
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sent them from the desert of Paran by the 
word of Hashem. All of them were men of 
distinction; they were the heads of Bnei Yis-
rael.” (13:2-3)

In anticipation of their ascent to the 
Holy Land, Hashem allows Moshe to send 
meraglim, scouts, to spy out Eretz Canaan. 
Rashi clarifies that the spies were sent 
according to the will and “understanding” 
of the Jewish People. It is if Hashem was 
saying, לדעתך, אני איני מצוה לך, אם תרצה שלח, “I 
am not commanding you (to send spies), 
but if you wish, you may send (them).” Only 
once the will of the people was expressed, 
the spies were considered having been sent 
י ה׳ ַלח ְלךָ :”by the word of Hashem“ ,ַעל־פִּ  שְׁ
ים ”.…Send out for yourself men“ ,ֲאָנשִׁ

The opening commentary of Midrash 
Rabbah on our sedra begins with the 
concept of a shaliach mitzvah, one who 
is dispatched to perform a Mitzvah or 
fulfill a holy mission. On the same topic, 
the Maharal points out that the Talmudic 
(Kidushin 41) principle of שלוחו של אדם כמותו, 
“A person’s messenger is like the person 
himself,” implies that a shaliach is more 
than just a person’s representative, superfi-
cially influenced by their will. When a truly 
praiseworthy shaliach assumes the role of 
an ‘agent’ for another, his will becomes 
an extension of the sender’s will. There is 
a deep connection and unity on the level 
of nefesh. In terms of the mission, they are 
considered one person with one will.

On our sedra, the Chidushei haRim 
explains the issue with the Meraglim to 
be rooted in how they saw themselves and 
their sense of agency. Instead of consider-
ing their public image, the reaction of their 
constituency and the opinion of the masses, 
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ARNONA WITH GARDEN - Nice 3 rooms, 
modern building, private garden, 76m, good 
shape, quiet, storageroom, parking, exclusive, 
2,700,000 NIS
KIRYAT SHMUEL WITH GARDEN - Harav 
Berlin St, 4 rooms, 100m garden, beautifully 
renovated, quiet, exclusive, only 3,300,000 NIS
MUSRARA CLOSE TO THE OLD CITY - 
Charming 5.5 rooms, 137m, Arabic style, high 
ceilings, first floor, sukkah, apartment with 
character, quiet, exclusive, 4,500,000 NIS
CLOSE TO BAKA - Great penthouse,  
5.5 rooms, 160m, Shabbat elevator,  
60m balconies with view, large living room, 
master bedroom, good  shape, 3 parking 
spots, storage, 6,200,000 NIS

the Meraglim these men of stature and 
leaders of tribes ought to have been moti-
vated to simply be shluchim of the Ribbono 
Shel Olam. Had their focus been on their 
roles as shluchei mitzvah sent by Moshe 
Rabbeinu and Hashem, their perspective 
would have been influenced by the light 
of the Divine as refracted in the Tzadik 
haDor. Instead, they allowed themselves 
to be adversely influenced by whom they 
perceived to be their ‘senders’ and became 
overly concerned with public opinion. 
On some level on their own self-centered 
mission, the Meraglim bring negative con-
sequences upon the community.

In their pursuit of tikun and redemption, 
legendary brothers and iconic duo Jake and 
Elwood Blues were seeking to reunite their 
band. In an attempt to sway their friend 
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and partner Matt “Guitar” Murphy to go 
along with their plan and join them once 
again, Jake addresses Matt’s gospel singing 
wife: “Ma’am, would it make you feel any 
better if you knew that what we’re asking 
Matt here to do is a holy thing?” Elwood 
nods and chimes in: “...You see, we’re on a 
mission from God.” 
שאין לך חביב לפני הקב"ה כשליח שהוא משתלח לעשות 

שנשתלחו  אדם  לך  ואין  להצליחותו,  נפשו  ונותן  מצוה, 

לעשות מצוה ונתנו את נפשם להצליח בשליחותן,

There is no one as beloved before Hashem 
as someone who is sent to do a mitzvah and 
is moser nefesh, selflessly disregarding his 
own limited will in order to succeed.

The Sfas Emes teaches us that before we 
are born, upon our descent into this world, 
every one of us is a shliach mitzvah, an 
emissary sent on a mission. And he backs 
this up with a Midrash (P’sikta,Vayikra, 

 אין לך כל דבר ודבר שברא הקב׳ה בעולמו שאין :(8:25

 There is nothing that God created“ ,בו מצוה
that does not have an element of mitzvah” 
(Sfas Emes, תרל''א).

When we see ourselves as shluchim of 
Hashem, empowered by the Ribbono Shel 
Olam to do His will in the world, we will be 
positively influenced by the One who has 
sent us, and it will in the end be לך, ‘for us’, 
for our benefit as well.

Whether engaged in a specific mitzvah, 
working to bring in parnassa, or getting 
the band back together, may we remember 
that we are really sent not just to satisfy our 
own will. Rather, we are sent י ה׳  by the ,ַעל־פִּ
command of Hashem, on a mission from 
God. 
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