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Special Expanded Issue for Shabbat and Shavuot

Do you have a special photo of Eretz Yisrael? 
We would love to share it with tens of thousands of our readers on the cover of 

Torah Tidbits!
Please send your high resolution photos to aarong@ouisrael.org

We are looking forward to seeing your amazing shots!
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In this week’s Parsha, we 
talk about the wonders of 
Eretz Zavat Chalav U’dvash. 
For those of us who are par-
ents raising families in Israel, 

we have countless opportunities and a 
responsibility to help our children appreciate 
what it means to live in this miraculous Land 
by bringing Torah and halacha to life. Eretz 
Yisrael is filled with so many miracles (in the 
production of food alone) that we can always 
find age-appropriate activities to help our 
children experience how fortunate we are to 
be living in this Holy Land. Torah Tidbits is 
one of the many ways we and our children 
can connect to Torat Eretz Yisrael. This week, 
Parshat Shelach, marks 30 years since the 
first edition of Torah Tidbits. Thank you to 
the staff and volunteers who have ensured 
its weekly publication, enabling OU Israel to 
spread Torat Eretz Yisrael to Jews all across 
Israel, and around the world. 

Even though my wife and I have been mar-
ried for almost 25 years, we only recently found 
ourselves planning a Bat Mitzvah for the very 
first time, for our seventh child and first daugh-
ter. Tzofia Chana is named after my Bubby 
who was very dear to me. My Bubby and 
Zeidy moved to Israel in 1989 and became a 
significant part of our lives. My wife and I cher-
ished opportunities for my children to spend 
time with their Bubby, spending Friday nights 
together for many years before she passed away.  
When planning her Bat Mitzvah, my wife and 
I wanted to find a way to create a meaningful 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

experience for both Tzofia and her friends. 
To be completely honest, even though we had 
been thinking about it since our last son’s Bar 
Mitzvah, which was three years ago, we were 
stumped. But then Tzofia came up with an idea 
that turned out to be beautiful in a number of 
ways. For years Tzofia has heard about my 
experiences working with OU Kashrut and she 
asked to see the factories first hand and learn 
about the many halachot we uphold to provide 
Am Yisrael with kosher food. 

I reached out to my cousins Moish and 
Suri Lebowitz (avid Torah Tidbits readers), 
and Moish suggested we come visit the refet 
(dairy farm) near his home. He organized an 
educational tour led by Oded, the manager of 
the refet. With Oded’s guidance, Tzofia and I 
were treated to an in-depth review of what 
it means to run a refet according to halacha 
throughout all the stages of a cow’s life, includ-
ing staying mindful of tza’ar ba’alei chayim 
during the week and on Shabbat. Oded also 
explained how dairy is produced across Israel. 
We enjoyed our visit tremendously and felt 
a renewed sense of gratitude for the care in 
which we must approach all aspects of food 
production as members of Klal Yisrael. 

Seeing Tzofia’s excitement reminded me 
of the disadvantages of living in urban cities 
where we often find ourselves disconnected 
from nature. How many of us hesitate when 
making a bracha on a banana or an almond 
because we don’t know how it is grown? How 
deeply do we connect to our tefillot when we 
say, “משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם”? How easily can we 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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one small taste of what it means to live in 
the Eretz Zavat Chalav U’dvash. Bringing this 
idea to life, Oded shared that the Israeli cow 
produces more milk every year than cows 
anywhere else in the world! I doubt Tzofia 
and her friends will see a carton of milk, a 
container of cream cheese or yogurt, or even 

eat a carton of Ben and Jerry’s 
the same way. 

We returned home with a 
deep feeling of HaKarat HaTov 
for the farmers around Eretz 
Yisrael who spend their days 
ensuring that Am Yisrael has 
kosher food to eat, while adher-

ing to halacha and treating the animals who 
produce our food with care and respect. We 
also were able to recognize the hard work 
that goes into the world of kashrut and will 
remain grateful for the efforts of rabbanim 
who help us maintain the highest level of 
halachic standards as technology evolves. Of 
course, above all, we felt tremendous grati-
tude to the Borei Olam for giving each of us 
the zechut of living in a land of miracles.  

I’ll take this opportunity to wish Tzofia 
Chana a mazal tov and look forward to con-
tinuing our learning together. May we all 
continue to uncover new layers of Torah, find 
new ways of relating to our learning and take 
advantage of the opportunities throughout 
Eretz Yisrael to further our appreciation for 
the miraculous work of the Borei Olam. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

grasp the hilchot Shabbat of kotzer (harvesting) 
or dosh (threshing)? Experiencing nature can 
help us not only fully comprehend the reasons 
behind the halachot we live by, but also appre-
ciate the chessed of HaKadosh Baruch Hu in 
giving us a world that sustains and satiates us. 

We decided that this dynamic experience was 
one that we should share with 
Tzofia’s friends and planned a 
Bat Mitzvah trip for her class-
mates and youth group friends. 
Keeping in mind Tzofia’s interest 
in seeing the factories that the OU 
certifies, we also arranged for 
the group to end the Bat Mitzvah 
with an ice cream party at the Ben and Jerry’s 
factory. In the weeks leading up to her Bat Mitz-
vah, Tzofia and I learned the halachot of חליבה 

 We reflected .(milking cows on Shabbat) בשבת
upon the ways in which halacha has evolved 
from the times of the Gemara to the factories of 
today that adhere to strict guidelines to enable 
the production of mehadrin dairy products. 

The day finally arrived, and on isru chag of 
Shavuot, Tzofia’s classmates and friends joined 
us at the refet to learn about the world of dairy 
farming from Oded. I felt tremendous pride 
hearing Tzofia share the halachot the two of 
us learned as she detailed how we raise cows 
as Torah-abiding Jews and how we produce 
mehadrin dairy products. Just like her Bubby, 
she engaged the girls in experiential learning 
and shared her excitement with them. From 
there, we took the group to the Ben and Jer-
ry’s factory, where the management team was 
very generous in allowing us to finish off the 
day with delicious ice cream.

Throughout the day I stopped to take in the 
faces of the girls which reflected excitement 
and intrigue. Our experiences gave us just 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

1st aliya (Bamidbar 13:1-20) 
Moshe is instructed to send 
leaders, 1 per tribe, to tour the 

Land.  The leaders’ names are listed. They 
are to travel from the Negev to the moun-
tainous area. To see the Land, the people, 
the cities and the fertility: assess them and 
bring back produce.

While the march to the Land of Israel 
began fitfully in last week’s parsha, in these 
verses the entry to the Land is imminent.  
And, really, has begun. For these are the first 
Jews to enter the Land since the time of Yaa-
kov hundreds of years earlier. The sending 
of the spies, while beginning innocuously 
enough, will become one of the pillar stories 
of the Torah; the story of national failure.  

2nd aliya (13:21-14:7) So travel 
they did; entering from the 
south, traveling north to Hev-

ron, where descendants of the giants lived.  
They gathered grapes, pomegranates and 
figs, returning after 40 days, reporting to 

KI TEITZEI Moshe, Aharon and the people, showing 
them the fruits. They said: it is a Land of 
milk and honey. The people are strong, cities 
heavily fortified, and we saw giants. Many 
nations dwell there, including Amalek.  
Calev interrupted: Let’s go and take this 
Land, we can do it. The others answered: no 
we can’t. They Slandered the Land, offering 
that we are grasshoppers in the eyes of the 
people of the Land. The people challenged 
Moshe and Aharon: better that we had died 
in Egypt or here in the desert rather than die 
trying to take the Land. Moshe and Aharon 
are despondent, ripping their clothes. 
Yehoshua said: the Land is very very good.

The plan derails. And fast. You asked us to 
scout the Land: it is lush. The people: giants.  
The cities: fortified. The fertility: huge fruits.  
The people are understandably afraid; every-
thing is bigger than us. Including the plan 
to march in and take this Land; it too is too 
big for us. While Calev and Yehoshua try to 
swing the momentum positively Moshe and 
Aharon act as mourners. G-d has stretched 
His hand: promised the Land to Avraham, 
pulled us out of Egypt, reached for us at Sinai, 
stretched a hand to us in inviting us to the 
Mishkan, planted Himself in the midst of our 
camp. And to his outstretched arm – we pull 
away? Moshe and Aharon are devastated.  He 
is doing this all for you: and you refuse?

3rd aliya (14:8-25) Yehoshua 
said: if G-d wants, He will bring 
us there. But do not rebel 

against Him. The people wanted to stone 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

SHELACH

MAZEL TOV to 
Rav Yehoshua and Ronit Fayina  

and family on the birth of two grandchildren
from Yehudit Lipman

DOUBLE MAZAL TOV to 
Elky Grossman and family on the  

Bar Mitzvah of her son Asher Yechiel  
and on the engagement of her son Yoel
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him.  G-d said to Moshe:  how long will these 
people annoy me, after all the miracles I have 
done? I will wipe them out and make you a 
great nation. Moshe countered: You can’t do 
that.  It will look like You lack the power to 
bring them into the Land. Gird Yourself, God, 
and be merciful. G-d said: I forgive them as 
you have said. But.  These people, witnesses 
to all the miracles who now balk; they will 
not enter the Land, save Calev.

This story of the spies is one of the 2 
national failures of the Torah, right beside 
the golden calf. In fact G-d’s response here 
is almost identical to His response there: let 
Me wipe them out and make you Moshe the 
new nation. And Moshe’s response here too 
is identical to there:  to do that will mislead 
the people into thinking that You are unable 
to follow through and bring the people to the 
Land. Moshe pleads: G-d relents. This is not 
the story of failure: it is the story of forgive-
ness. Just as the story of the golden calf is 
a story of forgiveness. The more profound 
the failure, the more loving the forgiveness.

Most crucially, this exchange between 
Moshe and G-d is a glimpse beyond the veil.  
And that is the powerful meaning of the 
story. Because we are now embarking on 
Jewish history, marching to the Land. The 
beginning of thousands of years of Jewish 
history. And in preparation for this march, 
the Torah has outlined in great detail that 
G-d is in our midst. So, everything should 
work out just right: guided by His cloud.  
Yet, Jewish history will be replete with 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

MAZEL TOV to 
Cheryl and Ze'ev Blumenthal  

on your Golden Wedding Anniversary
from Yehudit Lipman
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They attempted to rectify their error by 
arising early to now journey, but Moshe 
warned them that G-d is not with them.  
They suffered defeat. Moshe instructed:  
when you settle in the Land and bring 
offerings, bring flour, oil and wine with the 
offerings. This will be pleasing to G-d.  

While the people are told that they will 
all die in the desert, they are also told they 
will enter the Land. Well, not them, but 
their children. That is the crucial element 
of this story: the commitment of G-d to 
His people is unchanged. His plan merely 
delayed. This is the story of love of G-d for 
His people. While the timetable has been 
altered, the commitment He has made to 
bring us to the Land is in full force.

5th aliya (15:8-16) A bull offer-
ing’s flour, oil and wine 
amounts are higher than for 

sheep. Everyone brings these similar liba-
tions: one law for all.

This very short aliya is a continuation of 
the previous aliya in which the flour, oil 
and wine amounts are given for offerings 
of sheep or rams. The previous aliya did not 
want to end with the tragedy of the story of 
the spies. Instead it ended with the phrase “a 
pleasing aroma to G-d”. In fact, this descrip-
tion of the libations is encouragement. 

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

fabulous successes and tragic failures. The 
trek will be one of peaks and valleys, fits 
and starts, building and terrible destruc-
tion. How are we to understand His ways?  
With G-d in our midst, should it be working 
out better than it is? Oh, that we could peak 
behind the veil and know His ways.

And that is this story. This story is the 
peak behind the veil. G-d wants to destroy 
us. Moshe pleads. We are saved. This is the 
story of what could have been but wasn’t.  
Does 40 years in the desert seem harsh?  
Well, not when juxtaposed to the destruc-
tion of the entire people. We see 40 years 
as bad. No, no, no. 40 years is generosity.  
Forgiveness. Mercy. Love.

We must be oh so careful to not conclude 
that we can surmise the Divine way. This 
story teaches us: we never know what 
could have been, what may have been. It 
could have been the destruction of our peo-
ple. It was only a 40-year delay.    

4th aliya (14:26-15:7) G-d told 
Moshe and Aharon to tell the 
people: As you have said, so 

will it be. You will not enter the Land. You 
all will die in the desert. Your children will 
enter the Land. The number of days you 
toured will be the number of years in the 
desert, 40 years. The people mourned.  
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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You will make it to the Land. And you will 
bring offerings there. You will bring flour, 
oil and wine that accompany the offerings. 
Those things are the finest of the produce 
of the Land. On the heels of the sentence of 
40 years in the desert is the promise that 
you will harvest wheat, olives and grapes 
in your Land. You may be suffering now 
due to this terrible sin of the spies. But good 
moments await you.  And I, G-d says, want 
you to approach Me with your full noble 
station of life: your fine flour, finest olive 
oil and the joy of wine.

6th aliya (15:17-26) Upon enter-
ing the Land, the mitzvah of 
taking challa from bread dough 

begins. If an error is made and the entire 
people accidentally sin as a result, a sin 
offering of a bull is brought. Atonement is 
granted as the people sinned accidentally.  

The post spies encouragement continues.  
You will enter the Land. And you will have 
bread, not manna. In the midst of crisis, it 
is hard to imagine the smoke clearing. But 
it does. And it will. You personally will not 
make it to the Land; but the Jewish people 
will. Additionally, this sin that occurred, 
this national sin has been punished harshly 
with 40 years in the desert. But national 
sins will happen and will be forgiven; not 

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621  
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

LLaarrggeesstt  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  sseeaa--vviieeww
pprrooppeerrttiieess  ffoorr  ssaallee  oorr  rreenntt..  JJuusstt
1155%%  ddoowwnn,,  mmoorrttggaaggeess  aavvaaiillaabbllee..
OOppppoossiittee  tthhee  mmaarriinnaa,,  sshhooppppiinngg,,
bbeeaacchheess  aanndd  ssyynnaaggoogguueess..

Heavenly accommodations
at down-to-earth prices.

The learning for the week of  
20-25 Sivan (June 19-24) is being 

dedicated in the loving memory of  our 
dear sister on her 42nd yahrzeit

חיה בלומה בת אברהם מאיר ע"ה
Betty David Kahane a"h
תהיי נשמתה צרורה בצרור החיים תנצב"ה

Mel David
Gitty & Mendy Zwick
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by national exile but by a mere offering of a 
bull. Of course, that requires admitting the 
sin. When you are contrite, G-d says, I am 
there to grant forgiveness.

7th aliya (15:27-41) A chatat 
offering atones for an acciden-
tal sin. However, the soul is cut 

off for one who blasphemes G-d. A person 
was found chopping wood on Shabbat. He 
was sequestered, as Moshe and Aharon did 
not know what to do with him. They were 
told he was to be put to death. Place tzitzit on 
the corners of your garment as a reminder 
to do all the mitzvot and be holy to Me.

The encouragement of the post spies fail-
ure continues. Not all sins are created equal. 
Sins are forgiven through a sin offering. 
Others are much more serious.  Blasphemy 
is a rejection of the very root of all of Jewish 
existence; that we are marching through 
life with our G-d. Shabbat violation too; it 
is a sign of our covenantal relationship, that 
G-d and the Jewish people have a special 
relationship. Though Shabbat is mentioned 
quite a number of times in the Torah, this 

little story reverberates til our own time. 
We continue to describe one who is loyal to 
Torah and mitzvot as a Shomer Shabbat. As 
if to say, “Shomer Shabbat? That says it all.”

HAFTORAH SHELACH 
YEHOSHUA 2:1-24

The Torah portion discusses the twelve 
spies that were sent by Moshe to explore the 
Holy Land. We fast forward in our haftorah 
to the story of the spies that Yehoshua sent 
to scout the city of Yericho, prior to the Jew-
ish people’s invasion of the Land.

The two spies arrive in Yericho and 
lodged at an inn operated by a woman 
named Rachav. When their presence is 
made known, she hides her guests and pro-
tects them from the king. She actually hid 
them on her rooftop.

The two spies assure her that they will 
protect her and her family when the Isra-
elites enter and conquer the Land. She is to 
place a scarlet thread in the window as a 
sign that her home is a place of safe haven.  

The haftorah then dramatically describes 
Rachav providing a way for the men to 
safely escape. The men are able to grab 
onto a rope and lower themselves from her 
window. The spies are successful in exiting 
the city and return to Yehoshua with their 
report. 

In loving memory of
our beloved wife, mother, 

grandmother, great-grandmother
שרה רבקה בת זאב ע"ה

Shirley Tolchinsky a"h
 on her 7th Yahrzeit, כ"א סיון

Tolchinsky, Robinson, Lieberman Families

Shloshim: In Memory of 
Rita Shulman Katzen a"h

of  Cape Town
רבקה בת משעה אלה ע"ה

After many trials and tribulations,  
dear Rita has joined her late parents  

ABIE & ALTY
A devoted bat-yisroel, Heaven has welcomed an 

assiduous observer of  kashrut and mitzvot.
May Rita's name be remembered as a 

blessing throughout Israel.
Condolences to Colin, sons - Shalom and 

Ariel, sister, Shireen and their families
From Tova & Colin Robinson and family, Jerusalem
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3 mitzvot - 2 positives - Challah & Tzitzit, and 1 prohibition, not 
to follow the temptations of your heart and eyes. 
As we point out often, the distribution of mitzvot in the Torah 
is very uneven. With only 3 mitzvot, there are 25 sedras with 
fewer mitzvot than Sh'lach and 26 with more. 3 is the median 
number of mitzvot per sedra in the Torah. T'ruma and Chukat 
also have 3 mitzvot each.

MITZVOT

STATS
37th of the 54 sedras; 4th of 10 in Bamidbar 
Written on 198 lines, ranks 25th 
10 Parshiyot; 7 open, 3 closed 
119 p'sukim, ranks 21, 6th / Bamidbar 
1540 words, ranks 27, 5th / Bamidbar 
5820 letters, ranks 27, 4th / Bamidbar 
Sh'lach has shorter than average p'sukim, which explains the 
drop in rank for words and letters, yet the rise in rank within 
Bamidbar indicates that there are sedras with even shorter 
p'sukim. 

בס"ד

חברת ירושת הארץ בע"מ
Land Inheritance Company Ltd.  

invites you to a conference 
regarding sale opportunities of 

private lands registered in the Tabu
In the Binyamina- 

Zichron Yaacov area
 

At the Conference Center in 
Jerusalem

For details and registration:

Starting at $ 7,000 per lot

at the cheapest price in Israel

28.06.2022
כ‘‘ט סיון תשפ‘‘ב

At 7.30 p.m.

03-5774277mk0522867038@gmail.com
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Caleb at the 
Crossroads

Imagine standing at a crossroads. We 
have all been there. We have all experi-
enced moments in our life’s journey when 
we had to make a crucial choice and decide 
whether to proceed along one road or along 
another. (Except for Yogi Berra, of course, 
who famously said, “When you come to a 
fork in the road, take it.”)

We have all also experienced moments 
much further along in our journey, often 
many years later, when we reflected back 
upon our decision and wondered what 
would have been if we had pursued the 
alternative road.

Now imagine standing at a crossroads 
together with a close friend. Both of you 
face an identical choice, either this road 
or that. One of you chooses one road, and 
the other decides differently and selects the 

other road. 
Each would have an intriguing tale to 

tell if, after many years, they had to meet 
and have the opportunity to compare the 
results of their different decisions.

Throughout my adult life, I have been fas-
cinated by the experiences of survivors of 
the Holocaust. Whenever I have been for-
tunate enough to have the time to engage 
in conversation with one of them, I listened 
eagerly to their stories. When they permit, 
and they do not always, I ask them ques-
tions not just about their experiences, but 
about their choices and decisions.

I especially remember the discussions I 
had with one of them—let us call him Mr. 
Silver. He often would tell me about the 
hellish years he spent fleeing and fighting 
the Nazis in the forests of Poland. He had 
a companion then—let us call him Simon. 
Mr. Silver and Simon were boyhood friends 
who together witnessed the murder of their 
parents, and who together managed to 
escape and join the partisans. Eventually, 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL



OU ISRAEL CENTER         13

Are you looking for a warm and welcoming English-
speaking retirement community in the heart of Jerusalem?
Beit Tovei Ha’ir offers a superb quality of life for religious seniors, with 
Mehadrin food and facilities, daily shiurim, social events, and in-house 

medical care.

Come and enjoy your  
Golden Years in the 

City of Gold!

For more information please call

 Binyamin Margo  054-4465276 | www.tovei.co.il
Tovei Ha'ir - Jerusalem's Premier Retirement Community

36 Malchei Yisrael St., Jerusalem
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they were both caught and incarcerated in 
prisons and concentration camps.

In his story, Mr. Silver compared his atti-
tude throughout those horrific times with 
the attitude of his friend Simon. “You know 
me,” he would say, “and you know how I’ve 
always seen the bright side of things, the 
hopefulness of every situation, however 
dire.” Indeed, I assured him that I could 
vouch for his consistent optimism.

“As much as I was an idealist,” he would 
continue, “so was Simon a hard-core real-
ist. He saw things as they were and dealt 
with them accordingly. He had no illusions 
whatsoever of hope.”

Many years after my conversation 
with Mr. Silver, I finally met Simon and, 
together with him, was able to compare 
the life he led subsequent to the Holocaust, 
and subsequent to his crossroad decisions, 
with the life of Mr. Silver. Simon, after the 
war, chose not to marry and chose to live 
in a rather remote American community 
with little contact with other Jews. Mr. 
Silver married, raised a large family with 
numerous grandchildren, and was very 
much involved with Jewish causes, and 
eventually chose to live out his final years 
in the state of Israel.

Two individuals at the same crossroads, 
making different decisions, with starkly 
different life outcomes.

This week’s Torah portion, Shelach, gives 
us the opportunity to witness individuals at 
the crossroads. Individuals who make rad-
ically different decisions and whose lives 
thereby played out very differently.

Let us focus, for example, on the person-
alities of Nachbi ben Vofsi, prince of the 
tribe of Naphtali, and of Caleb ben Yefuneh, 

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Musrara - 5.5 rooms, 3 bathrooms,  130m duplex, 
35m garden, private entrance, full of charm, 
Chulada Hanevia St. 4.27m shekel
Great Investment! 2 rooms under construction in 
a prime location, Shabbat elevator & Mirpeset, 
Only 1.67m shekel
For Rent- Alfasi street in Rechavia, 4 rooms, 
95m, beautifully renovated & furnished, private 
entrance, ground floor. 11,000NIS
Azza street in Rechavia, 3 rooms,  75m, great for 
young family or students, 2 floors up, 6,200NIS
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Jason Cohen, M.D.
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prince of the tribe of Judah. Up until the 
dramatic moment described in this week’s 
parsha they led almost identical lives. They 
both experienced the Exodus from Egypt, 
the miraculous splitting of the Red Sea, the 
revelation at Mount Sinai, and opportuni-
ties for leadership of their respective tribes. 

They were both assigned to spy out the 
land of Canaan, and they both crisscrossed 
the Promised Land and returned to give 
their reports. But then we read (Numbers 
13:30-31), “Caleb...said, ‘Let us by all means 
go up, as we shall gain possession of the 
land, and we shall surely overcome.’ But 
the men who had gone up with him (one of 
whom was Nachbi) said, ‘We cannot attack 
that people, for they are stronger than we.’”

Two individuals, at this very same cross-
roads in their lives; one full of hope and 
trust and confidence, and the other fright-
ened, albeit very realistic.

How differently their lives played out 
from this point forward. Nachbi perished 
in ignominy in the desert while Caleb 
remained a prince, enhanced his reputa-
tion, and was granted his reward, the city 
of Hebron.

We all face crossroads in our lives; some 
of great significance, and some seemingly 
trivial. Our choices can be Nachbi-like—
practical and safe, but ultimately cowardly. 
Or they can be informed by hope, trust, and 
confidence, and ultimately be brave and 
heroic.

The choice is ours, and so are the conse-
quences for the rest of our lives. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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Assembling 
Reminders

Imagine the following: You are driving 
ever so slightly above the speed limit. You 
see a police car in your rear-view mirror. 
You slow down. You know perfectly well 
that it is wrong to exceed the speed limit 
whether anyone is watching or not but, 
being human, the likelihood of being found 
out and penalised makes a difference.

Recently a series of experiments has been 
conducted by psychologists to test the impact 
of the sense of being observed on pro-social 
behaviour. Chenbo Zhong, Vanessa Bohns 
and Francesca Gino constructed a test to see 
whether a feeling of anonymity made a dif-
ference. They randomly assigned to a group 
of students either sunglasses or clear glasses, 
telling them that they were testing reac-
tions to a new product line. They were also, 
in an apparently unrelated task, given six 

dollars and chance of sharing any of it with 
a stranger. Those wearing clear glasses gave 
on average $2.71, while those wearing sun-
glasses gave an average of $1.81. The mere 
fact of wearing dark glasses, and thus feeling 
unrecognised and unrecognisable, reduced 
generosity. In another experiment, they 
found that students given the opportunity to 
cheat in a test were more likely to do so in 
a dimly lit room than in a brightly lit one.1 
The more we think we may be observed, the 
more moral and generous we become.

Kevin Haley and Dan Fessler tested 
students on the so-called Dictator Game, 
in which you are given, say, ten dollars, 
together with the opportunity of shar-
ing any or none of it with an anonymous 
stranger. Beforehand, and without realising 
it was part of the experiment, some of the 
students were briefly shown a pair of eyes 
as a computer screen saver, while others 
saw a different image. Those exposed to the 
eyes gave 55 per cent more to the stranger 
than the others. In another study research-
ers placed a coffee maker in a university 

1  Chen-Bo Zhong, Vanessa K. Bohns, 
and Francesca Gino, Good Lamps Are the 
Best Police: Darkness Increases Dishonesty 
and Self-Interested Behavior, Psychological 
Science 21 (2009), pp. 311–314.

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

hallway. Passers-by could take coffee and 
leave money in the box. On some weeks 
a poster with watchful eyes was hanging 
on the wall nearby, on others a picture of 
flowers. On the weeks where the eyes were 
displayed, people left on average 2.76 times 
as much money as at other times.2 

Ara Norenzayan, author of the book Big 
Gods, from which these studies are taken, 
concludes that “watched people are nice 
people.”3 That is part of what makes religion 
a force for honest and altruistic behaviour: 
the belief that God sees what we do. It is no 
coincidence that, as belief in a personal God 
has waned in the West, surveillance by CCTV 
and other means has had to be increased. 
Voltaire once said that, whatever his per-
sonal views on the matter, he wanted his 
butler and other servants to believe in God 
because then he would be cheated less.4

Less obvious is the experimental finding 
that what makes the difference to the way 
we behave is not simply what we believe, 
but rather the fact of being reminded of 
it. In one test, conducted by Brandon 
Randolph-Seng and Michael Nielsen, par-
ticipants were exposed to words flashed 
for less than 100 milliseconds, that is, long 
enough to be detected by the brain but not 
long enough for conscious awareness. They 

2  This and the following paragraphs are 
based on Ara Norenzayan, Big Gods: How 
religion transformed cooperation and con-
flict, Princeton University Press, 2013, pp. 
13-54.

3  Ibid., p. 19.  
4  Voltaire, Political Writings, ed. David 

Williams (Cambridge, NY: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1994), p. 190.
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were then given a test in which they had the 
opportunity to cheat. Those who had been 
shown words relating to God were signifi-
cantly less likely to do so than people who 
had been shown neutral words. The same 
result was yielded by another test in which, 
beforehand, some of the participants were 
asked to recall the Ten Commandments 
while others were asked to remember the 
last ten books they had read. Merely being 
reminded of the Ten Commandments 
reduced the tendency to cheat.

Another researcher, Deepak Malhotra, 
surveyed the willingness of Christians to give 
to online charitable appeals. The response 
was 300 per cent greater if the appeal was 
made on a Sunday than on any other day 
of the week. Clearly the participants did not 
change their minds about religious belief or 
the importance of charitable giving between 
weekdays and Sundays. It was simply that 
on Sundays they were more likely to have 
thought about God. A similar test was car-
ried out among Muslims in Morocco, where 
it was found that people were more likely 
to give generously to charity if they lived 
in a place where they could hear the call to 
prayer from a local minaret.

Nazorayan’s conclusion is that ‘religion is 
more in the situation than in the person,’5 or 
to put it another way, what makes the differ-
ence to our behaviour is less what we believe 
than the phenomenon of being reminded, 
even subconsciously, of what we believe.

That is precisely the psychology behind 
the mitzvah of tzitzit in this week’s parsha 
of Shelach Lecha:

This shall be your tzitzit and you shall see 

5  Ibid., p. 39.
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it and remember all the Lord’s command-
ments and keep them, not straying after 
your heart and after your eyes, following 
your own sinful desires. Thus you will be 
reminded to keep all My commandments, 
and be holy to your God. (Num. 15:39)

The Talmud (Menachot 44a) tells the 
story of a man who, in a moment of moral 
weakness, decided to pay a visit to a certain 
courtesan. He was in the course of remov-
ing his clothes when he saw his tzitzit and 
immediately froze. The courtesan asked him 
what the matter was, and he told her about 
the tzitzit, saying that the four fringes had 
become accusing witnesses against him for 
the sin he was about to commit. The woman 
was so impressed by the power of this sim-
ple command that she converted to Judaism.

We sometimes fail to understand the 
connection between religion and morality. 
Dostoevsky is reputed to have said to have 
said that if God did not exist, all would be 
permitted.6 This is not the mainstream 
Jewish view. According to Rabbi Nissim 
Gaon, the moral imperatives accessible to 
reason have been binding since the dawn 
of humanity.7 We have a moral sense. We 
know that certain things are wrong. But we 
also have conflicting desires. We are drawn 
to do what we know we should not do, and 
often we yield to temptation. Anyone who 
has ever tried to lose weight knows exactly 
what that means. In the moral domain, it 
is what the Torah means when it speaks of 
“straying after your heart and after your 

6  He did not say these precise words, 
but said something similar in The Brothers 
Karamazov (1880).

7  Commentary to Brachot, introduction.
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

on our clothes, our homes, our arms and 
head, that certain things are wrong, and that 
even if no other human being sees us, God 
sees us and will call us to account. As a result 
of recent research, now have the empirical 
evidence that reminders make a significant 
difference to the way we act.

“The heart is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked; who shall know it?” said 
Jeremiah. (17:9)

One of the blessings and curses of human 
nature is that we use our power of reason not 
always and only to act rationally, but also to 
rationalise and make excuses for the things we 
do, even when we know we should not have 
done them. That, perhaps is one of the lessons 
the Torah wishes us to draw from the story of 
the spies. Had they recalled what God had done 
to Egypt, the mightiest empire of the ancient 
world, they would not have said: “We cannot 
attack those people; they are stronger than we 
are.” (Num. 13:31) But they were gripped by 
fear. Strong emotion, - fear especially - distorts 
our perception. It activates the amygdala, the 
source of our most primal reactions, causing 
it to override the prefrontal cortex that allows 
us to think rationally about the consequences 
of our decisions.

Tzitzit, with their thread of blue, remind 
us of heaven, and that is what we most need 
if we are consistently to act in accordance 
with the better angels of our nature. 

eyes, following your own sinful desires.” 
(Numbers 15:39)

The moral sense, wrote James Q. Wilson, 
“is not a strong beacon light radiating out-
ward to illuminate in sharp outline all that it 
touches.” It is, rather, “a small candle flame, 
casting vague and multiple shadows, flick-
ering and sputtering in the strong winds of 
power and passion, greed and ideology.” He 
added: “But brought close to the heart” it 
“dispels the darkness and warms the soul.”8 

Wittgenstein once said that “the work of the 
philosopher consists in assembling remind-
ers.”9 In the case of Judaism the purpose of 
the outward signs – tzitzit, mezuzah and tefil-
lin – is precisely that: to assemble reminders, 

8  James Q. Wilson, The Moral Sense, 
Free Press, 1993, p. 251.

9  Philosophical Investigations, §127.
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Magnificent Penthouse 
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The saga of Yehoshua’s spies and 
their encounter with the resi-
dent(s) of Yericho that is read 

for this week’s haftarah is a well-known 
story and one whose connection to this 
week’s parasha is obvious. Although the 
spy story is found in this second perek of 
Sefer Yehoshua, the Vilna Gaon clarifies 
that the events found therein, specifically, 
the sending of the spies and their arrival at 
the city, actually predated the events found 
in the first chapter of the book. The Gr’a 
points out that the spies entered Yericho, 
received their report from Rachav who 
subsequently concealed them on her roof 
from the king’s men, and they later escaped 
to the surrounding hills hiding from their 
pursuers for three days. Only after that did 
they cross back to the eastern bank of the 
Yarden to the Israelite camp and report 
their findings. Now, the first perek tells 
of the command given to the Israelites to 
prepare for their entry into the land IN 
THREE DAYS –and the spies returned to the 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

camp before the nation crossed into Eretz 
Cana’an (Yisrael) – it is clear that the begin-
ning of  our haftarah speaks of the events 
that occurred even before the opening of 
Sefer Yehoshua.

That being true, we have an opportunity 
to touch upon the remarkable personality 
of this successor to Moshe Rabbeinu (talk 
about an impossible challenge!).

When we open his book, we had already 
learned who Yehoshua is and what he had 
accomplished. It is a fact that explains why 
the beginning of the sefer does not bother to 
tell us who he was, who his father was, what 
tribe he came from, etc. He had already 
been introduced to us. 

But do we really know him well?
We first meet him when he is chosen to 

lead the battle against Amalek and there 
he is introduced simply as “Yehosuha” – no 
more. We are not told from which tribe he 
came nor who his father was! And, although 
we do discover that his father was named 
“Nun” [Shmot 33: 11] we hear nothing else 
of his ancestry anywhere in the Torah or in 
Sefer Yehoshua! When we DO finally find 
out of his past [Divrei HaYamim I 7: 26-27] 
we are shocked to learn that he was of great 
yichus! He was the grandson of Elishama 
ben Amihud, the nasi (head) of the tribe of 
Efrayim!! Yet, no mention of this is found 
throughout the Torah or the books of 
Nev’im!!

And when he is chosen as the new 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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leader - we are rightly puzzled once more. 
Although he led Israel into war against Ama-
lek that was the only leadership role he filled 
in the Torah. He was silent upon hearing the 
reports of the ten spies and responded only 
after Calev led the opposition to them. He 
remained completely silent when Korach 
and his cohorts rebelled against Moshe. 
True, he was the STUDENT of Moshe, the 
ATTENDANT of Moshe– but when Moshe 
ascended Har Sinai, he appointed Aharon 
and Chur as the interim leaders – NOT 
Yehoshua! 

So why was he chosen to succeed Moshe?
The leadership qualities of Yehoshua were 

not centered in his strength nor in his schol-
arship nor in his spirituality…although he 
possessed them all. Yehoshua was chosen 
as leader because he understood his nation. 
He knew that this post-exodus generation 
was different from the previous one. While 
Moshe had to convince the newly liber-
ated people to believe in Hashem - in His 
power, His goodness and His mitzvot – a 
challenge that often required harsh warn-
ings and punishments, this new generation 
needed no convincing. And perhaps that 
is why Hashem denied Moshe continued 
leadership after our greatest leader lost 
his patience with the new generation and 
struck the rock in anger.

Consider: throughout Sefer Yehoshua 
we never find the nation complaining 
against their leader or rebelling against 
him. Even when they are defeated in bat-
tle they do not blame Yehoshua, turning to 
and pleading with G-d, instead. Nor do we 
find any instance when the nation sinned 
against Hashem (the sin of Achan was that 
of an individual). This was no longer the 

“stiff-necked” people with whom Moshe 
dealt-and Yehoshua understood that.

It is precisely for that reason that he was 
able to send spies to Yericho and not worry 
of the possible rebellion that his teacher 
experienced. The spies report directly to 
their new leader with full confidence. And 
the people listened to him without question.

True leadership requires true under-
standing of those being led. Successfully 
guiding a nation demands listening to them 
before speaking to them. 

That was Yehoshua.
And that is what we should look for in any 

leader. 

City center: luxurious 5-room penthouse, 
235m, nice big terrace facing fabulous 
panoramic view of Jerusalem and the Old 
City, 2 private parking spots,  17,500,000NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 108m, 
sukkah balcony, Shabbat elevator, underfloor 
heating, high standard, private parking, 
4,400,000NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95m, 
balcony, open view, Shabbat elevator,  
private parking, 3,290,000NIS
Baka: 4-room apartment, 94m, balcony, 
Shabat elevator, parking 3,250,000NIS
Arnona: 4 room apartment, 90m,  
master suite, balcony, elevator, private 
parking 3,100,000NIS
Tapiyot: 4.5 room apartment, 94m,  
Sukkah balcony, parking, 2,650,000 NIS

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Tzizit - Sewing 
the Loose Ends 

In this week’s parsha we are introduced 
to the mitzva of tzizit. A lot has been writ-
ten about the reasoning behind this mitzva.  
We have mentioned Rav Soloveitchik’s view 
of the significance of tzitzit as a symbol of 
our servitude to Hashem, a kavla de’avda, a 
certain signet or stamp that a slave wears to 
indicate his inferior status. (See Shalom Rav, 
Koren Publishers). This year we will con-
vey the message of tzizit as depicted by the 
Meshech Chochma.  

Hashem created the world and, in a sense, 
“handed it off” to man to perfect.  At the com-
pletion of the six days of creation we are 
told כי בו שבת מכל מלאכתו אשר ברא אלוקים לעשות  
- for thereon He abstained from all His work 
that God created to do. The last word of the 
pasuk - “la’asot” (to do) seems superfluous.  It 
could have ended with a statement that God 
abstained from all the work that he created 
– what is the addition of the word la’asot 
coming to teach us? Perhaps it is to establish 
that after God completed his creation, He is 
now passing the baton to man to act and to 
continue to perfect the world. God left work 
undone so that man can complete the task. 

The Midrash Tanchuma (Tazria 5) cites a 
famous dispute between Rabbi Akiva and 
Turnus Rufus. Turnus Rufus asked Rabbi 

Akiva, the following question: if God desires 
man to be circumcised, why did He not cre-
ate man circumcised? In response Rabbi 
Akiva explained that God gave man mitzvot 
in order to refine them. God created wheat, 
but man takes it and turns it into cake. So too, 
we perform the act of circumcision to sym-
bolize our hand in perfecting ourselves and 
the world around us.  

The Meshech Chochma explains the 
mitzva of tzizit in a similar manner. We are 
commanded to wear a four cornered gar-
ment with “fringes” or strings on each side.  
These fringes are to remind us that in the 
four corners of the world we will find God’s 
work to be completed by us. We need to close 
the “loose ends” and perfect ourselves and 
our environment.  

As individuals we are never complete.  
There is always room for self-improvement.  
In addition, it is our duty to help make this 
world a better place. Both with respect to 
how people interact with each other and 
how we relate to the natural resources 
surrounding us. We are prohibited from 
wasting those resources (ba’al tashit).  

When wearing tzizit and holding onto our 
fringes, it is as if we are holding onto the 
lifeline that Hashem is throwing our way, 
to enable us to get close to Hashem and to 
survive and thrive in this world. As we adorn 
ourselves with tzizit, may we internalize 
this message and act as true partners with 
Hashem in perfecting his creations. 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Hailing 
Humility

In our parashah, we find that Moshe 
Rabbeinu changes the name of his chief 
disciple Hoshea bin Nun to Yehoshua 
(Bamidbar 13:16). Rashi notes that Moshe 
accompanied the change with a tefilah, 
“May Hashem save you from the negative 
influence of the spies.” (Rashi, ibid) Tar-
gum Yonatan, however, understands that 
it was Yehoshua’s extreme humility that 
motivated Moshe to change his name. Let 
us see how we can synthesize these two 
approaches and better appreciate why 
Yehoshua needed this additional letter 
“yud” added to his name.

The Tosher Rebbe in Avodat Avodah writes 
that we are mistaken if we think that Eretz 
Yisrael would be conquered on a purely phys-
ical level. He explains that the seven nations 
found in the land represented a corrupt 
manifestation of the seven primary mid-
dot and Am Yisrael was meant to vanquish 
these forces of evil. The meraglim, however, 
did not recognize their inherent greatness 
and power and felt that it was beyond the 
people’s capacity to accomplish this mis-
sion. Hence, when Am Yisrael are waiting 
for their report, the meraglim describe the 
inhabitants of the land as “anshei middot,” 
people who possess tremendous negative 

energy and are impossible to conquer. Here 
the meraglim inappropriately demonstrated 
false modesty. Yet, Moshe Rabbeinu knew 
that Yehoshua possessed a unique measure 
of humility and worried that he would be 
easily influenced by the false modesty of 
the other spies and pulled into their self-de-
feating belief. Moshe therefore changes his 
name with a prayer for Yehoshua’s inner 
strength and truth.

Chatam Sofer uses a kabbalistic oriented 
approach to combine the two interpreta-
tions. When written in the proper order, 
Hashem’s four-letter name, yud and hei, 
vav and hei, reflects the attribute of mercy. 
When written backwards, though, hei, vav 
and hei and yud, it reflects judgement. The 
name Hoshea, expresses judgement as the 
hei and vav start it off (the subsequent let-
ters are implied). Dovid Hamelech speaks 
of “zivchei Elokim ruach nishbarah” (Tehil-
lim 51:19), the way to break the force of 
Elokim, judgement, is through a broken 
spirit, humility. Therefore, when Moshe 
Rabbeinu saw this middah in Hoshea, he 
realized that by adding a “yud’ to the begin-
ning of his name he could infuse Yehoshua 
with the spirit of mercy as the order of the 
letters - yud, hei, vav, (and final hei implied) 

MAZEL TOV to 
Dr. Robert & Debbie Sreter and family  

on the marriage of their son, 
DAVID to NOA
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– would now express Divine grace.
A beautiful insight is shared in Shivilei 

Pinchas by Rav Pinchas Friedman. When 
one initiates giving charity, he accesses the 
element of mercy, which otherwise would 
not be available when one would simply 
respond to a request for help. How so? 
The small coin resembles the letter ‘yud’, 
the hand with five fingers that holds the 
coin is the letter ‘hei’, the extension of an 
arm resembles the letter ‘vav’, and the 
recipient’s hand is the final ‘hei.’ However, 
when a person opens his hand to ask for a 
handout, the order is reversed, drawing out 
more of an element of judgement.

We find a different approach from Rav 
Reiss in Merosh Tzurim. Moshe Rabbeinu 
wished to bless his student to prevent him 
from being influenced by the other spies. 
Before receiving a brachah, one must make 
himself a vessel to sustain the brachah. We 
see this in the incident of Elisha with the 
wife of Ovadiah HaNavi when he told her 
to collect empty vessels before pouring oil 
to fill them (Melachim II 4:3). Thus, Moshe 
Rabbeinu identified the special quality of 
humility in Yehoshua, the perfect conduit to 
allow brachah to become available. Indeed, 
Ramban notes in his famous letter, the 
middah of humility is the best protection 
against sin. With Hashem’s help, Yehoshua 
incorporated his teacher’s powerful bless-
ing, resisted the negative pressure of the 
spies and effected salvation for the Jewish 
people.  
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815
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Storage 
Your place for extra space

Rare In Baka
Townhouse, about 
220m, pastoral, in 
a quiet side alley, 
private elevator, 
private entrance, 
terrace, storage room, parking

7300000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488www.lostintranslation.online

On the exquisite Elcharizi St., Rechavia, new project, new 
280m penthouse, 100m terraces, finishes and layout according 
to buyer requests!  DEBORAH-054-4804767
FOR RENT- In Baka, unique new penthouse 200m, boutique 
2 family building, private elevator, 5 rooms, high ceilings, 
modern & beautiful views, succah terraces  
MAYA- 054-6650184
For Serious clients only! In the Orient Hotel, unique 280m 
apartment on one level with large succah terrace, top standard, 
all furnished, 7 rooms, all facilities of the hotel, pool, spa 
DEBORAH-054-4804767
Private house on private plot for sale in the best street 
in Rechavia! 750m plot, house built of 350m with additional 
building rights!! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of Old Katamon, Unique Garden apartment 
of 250m on one level + 700m private garden, authentic 
building, full of charm, high ceilings, wine cellar, very quiet,  
a must! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden apartment 
with private entrance, 250m with private garden, parking, 
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartment building- 
MAYA- 054-6650184
Rechavia, Unique Ben Maimon St. Beautiful Garden 
apartment, 200m on one level, private entrance, high ceilings, 
small authentic building, private landscaped garden,  
private parking DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Best location in Talbieh - magnificent new penthouse 300m 
in an authentic small building, top standard, double height 
ceilings, 7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private roof terrace 
120m, panoramic views, private elevator, private parking- 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Authentic Mansion on a dead-end St., German Colony - 1150m 
plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, additional 
building rights to add 2 more floors- DEBORAH- 054-
4804767
On a small lane of Baka, beautiful 190m penthouse,  
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat 
elevator - MAYA – 054-6650184
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King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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T&T Investments & Real Estate
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Washington 2, cor. King David 26
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Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!
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 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

On a Mission 
from God

R’ Yoel (Julius) Klugmann, z’l, was a 
legendary activist, confidante to Gedolei 
Yisrael and respected senior member of the 
Washington Heights community of Khal 
Adas Yeshurun. Responsibilities for the klal 
and business opportunities meant periodic 
overseas travel. Before departing on a trip, 
out of kavod and to receive a blessing for 
success, Mr. Klugmann would call to take 
leave of the Lakewood Rosh Yeshiva, Rav 
Aharon Kotler, zt’l. 

In advance of one trip to the United King-
dom, Rav Aharon wished Mr. Klugman a 
 and requested a favor that the ,צאתכם לשלום
lay leader relay an important message to 
one of the local Rabbanim in London, add-
ing, “Now you’ll be a shaliach mitzvah,” a 
‘mitzvah-messenger’. Mr. Klugmann appre-
ciated this gesture, knowing that someone 

who is traveling on a mission to do a mitz-
vah, even on another person’s behalf, will 
be blessed. 

A few moments after hanging up the 
phone, Mr. Klugmann’s new secretary 
entered the office and informed him that 
he had a call: “A Mr. Kotler is on the phone.”

At the time, Mr. Klugmann had a supplier 
named Kotler. Assuming that the caller was 
the supplier, he told the secretary he would 
call back later. Yet the caller would not take 
no for an answer. “He says it’s urgent,” 
responded the secretary.

When Mr. Klugmann picked up the 
phone he was shocked to hear his rebbi 
on the other line: “This is Aharon Kotler… 
Earlier I asked you for a favor to fulfill in 
London while you are there for work, and 
mistakenly told you that you’d be a shaliach 
mitzvah as a result. I am calling to tell you 
that I should not have said that. I made a 
mistake! The truth is, since you are travel-
ing for business for your parnassah, you 
are already considered a shaliach mitzvah.”

ִלְבֵני  נֵֹתן  ר־ֲאִני  ֲאשֶׁ ַנַען  כְּ ֶאת־ֶאֶרץ  ְוָיֻתרּו  ים  ֲאָנשִׁ ְלָך  ַלח  שְׁ

ּכֹל  ָל֔חּו  שְׁ תִּ ֲאבָֹתיו  ה  ְלַמטֵּ ֶאָחד  ִאיׁש  ֶאָחד  ִאיׁש  ָרֵאל  ִישְׂ

ם  י ה׳ כֻּלָּ אָרן ַעל־פִּ ר פָּ ְדבַּ ה ִממִּ ַל֨ח אָֹתם משֶׁ שְׁ יא ָבֶהם: ַויִּ ָנשִׂ

ה: ָרֵאל ֵהמָּ י ְבֵני־ִישְׂ ים ָראשֵׁ ֲאָנשִׁ

“Send out for yourself men who will 
scout the Land of Canaan, which I am giv-
ing to Bnei Yisrael. You shall send one man 
each for his father’s tribe; each one shall 
be a chieftain in their midst. So Moshe 

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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sent them from the desert of Paran by the 
word of Hashem. All of them were men of 
distinction; they were the heads of Bnei Yis-
rael.” (13:2-3)

In anticipation of their ascent to the 
Holy Land, Hashem allows Moshe to send 
meraglim, scouts, to spy out Eretz Canaan. 
Rashi clarifies that the spies were sent 
according to the will and “understanding” 
of the Jewish People. It is if Hashem was 
saying, לדעתך, אני איני מצוה לך, אם תרצה שלח, “I 
am not commanding you (to send spies), 
but if you wish, you may send (them).” Only 
once the will of the people was expressed, 
the spies were considered having been sent 
י ה׳ ַלח ְלךָ :”by the word of Hashem“ ,ַעל־פִּ  שְׁ
ים ”.…Send out for yourself men“ ,ֲאָנשִׁ

The opening commentary of Midrash 
Rabbah on our sedra begins with the 
concept of a shaliach mitzvah, one who 
is dispatched to perform a Mitzvah or 
fulfill a holy mission. On the same topic, 
the Maharal points out that the Talmudic 
(Kidushin 41) principle of שלוחו של אדם כמותו, 
“A person’s messenger is like the person 
himself,” implies that a shaliach is more 
than just a person’s representative, superfi-
cially influenced by their will. When a truly 
praiseworthy shaliach assumes the role of 
an ‘agent’ for another, his will becomes 
an extension of the sender’s will. There is 
a deep connection and unity on the level 
of nefesh. In terms of the mission, they are 
considered one person with one will.

On our sedra, the Chidushei haRim 
explains the issue with the Meraglim to 
be rooted in how they saw themselves and 
their sense of agency. Instead of consider-
ing their public image, the reaction of their 
constituency and the opinion of the masses, 

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

ARNONA WITH GARDEN - Nice 3 rooms, 
modern building, private garden, 76m, good 
shape, quiet, storageroom, parking, exclusive, 
2,700,000 NIS
KIRYAT SHMUEL WITH GARDEN - Harav 
Berlin St, 4 rooms, 100m garden, beautifully 
renovated, quiet, exclusive, only 3,300,000 NIS
MUSRARA CLOSE TO THE OLD CITY - 
Charming 5.5 rooms, 137m, Arabic style, high 
ceilings, first floor, sukkah, apartment with 
character, quiet, exclusive, 4,500,000 NIS
CLOSE TO BAKA - Great penthouse,  
5.5 rooms, 160m, Shabbat elevator,  
60m balconies with view, large living room, 
master bedroom, good  shape, 3 parking 
spots, storage, 6,200,000 NIS

the Meraglim these men of stature and 
leaders of tribes ought to have been moti-
vated to simply be shluchim of the Ribbono 
Shel Olam. Had their focus been on their 
roles as shluchei mitzvah sent by Moshe 
Rabbeinu and Hashem, their perspective 
would have been influenced by the light 
of the Divine as refracted in the Tzadik 
haDor. Instead, they allowed themselves 
to be adversely influenced by whom they 
perceived to be their ‘senders’ and became 
overly concerned with public opinion. 
On some level on their own self-centered 
mission, the Meraglim bring negative con-
sequences upon the community.

In their pursuit of tikun and redemption, 
legendary brothers and iconic duo Jake and 
Elwood Blues were seeking to reunite their 
band. In an attempt to sway their friend 
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and partner Matt “Guitar” Murphy to go 
along with their plan and join them once 
again, Jake addresses Matt’s gospel singing 
wife: “Ma’am, would it make you feel any 
better if you knew that what we’re asking 
Matt here to do is a holy thing?” Elwood 
nods and chimes in: “...You see, we’re on a 
mission from God.” 
שאין לך חביב לפני הקב"ה כשליח שהוא משתלח לעשות 

שנשתלחו  אדם  לך  ואין  להצליחותו,  נפשו  ונותן  מצוה, 

לעשות מצוה ונתנו את נפשם להצליח בשליחותן,

There is no one as beloved before Hashem 
as someone who is sent to do a mitzvah and 
is moser nefesh, selflessly disregarding his 
own limited will in order to succeed.

The Sfas Emes teaches us that before we 
are born, upon our descent into this world, 
every one of us is a shliach mitzvah, an 
emissary sent on a mission. And he backs 
this up with a Midrash (P’sikta,Vayikra, 

 אין לך כל דבר ודבר שברא הקב׳ה בעולמו שאין :(8:25

 There is nothing that God created“ ,בו מצוה
that does not have an element of mitzvah” 
(Sfas Emes, תרל''א).

When we see ourselves as shluchim of 
Hashem, empowered by the Ribbono Shel 
Olam to do His will in the world, we will be 
positively influenced by the One who has 
sent us, and it will in the end be לך, ‘for us’, 
for our benefit as well.

Whether engaged in a specific mitzvah, 
working to bring in parnassa, or getting 
the band back together, may we remember 
that we are really sent not just to satisfy our 
own will. Rather, we are sent י ה׳  by the ,ַעל־פִּ
command of Hashem, on a mission from 
God. 

THANK YOU!
TOGETHER WE RAISED OVER

$109,000
FOR THE GROWTH OF NCSY ISRAEL!

THE JEWISH FUTURE LOOKS THAT MUCH 
BRIGHTER THANKS TO YOU!

2022

ISRAEL

Refuah Shleima:
שרה שרינא בת שמחה
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REUVEN :  050-5231478
boblouis48@gmail.com
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IN OLD KATAMON
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DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

Shabbat afternoon shiur with  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres - 5:15pm  

in the back garden of the 
OU Israel Center

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Wednesday, June 22, 7:00pm (20/25nis)
at the OU Israel Center,  

22 Keren Hayesod, Jerusalem
ALL THE NOOSE THAT'S FIT TO PRINT

MARKING 60 YEARS SINCE THE   
EICHMANN  EXECUTION:  

TRIED  & CONVICTED IN ISRAEL FOR 
CRIMES OF GENOCIDE.

*What was it like for an 11 year old in Philadelphia 
to watch the Eichmann Trial every day?

*What do experts say: Can Israel apply the anti 
genocide statute to the Palestinian Authority? 

Presenter: David Bedein, MSW, 
Investigative Journalist. 

IsraelBehindTheNews.com

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, June 14th - Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiur was sponsored in 
honor of Gary and Connie Bachman by Yochanan & Rachel Elrom

Sunday, June 19 - Rabbi Berzon’s shiur is sponsored by  
Henie & David Fialkoff in loving memory of Henie’s Father 

Menachem Mendel ben Yaakov Yisroel z”l 

Monday, June 20 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur is sponsored by 
Chana Karp in loving memory of her mother,  

Sheindel bat Avraham Matityahu HaKohen a”h - yahrzeit - 24 Sivan

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410
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WHEN SECONDS COUNT...

UNITED HATZALAH IS THERE.

www.israelrescue.org 1221

United Hatzalah’s network of 6,200 volunteer medics 
help save thousands of lives each year across Israel by 
providing medical treatment in an average response 

time of 3 minutes or less.

UNITED
HATZALAH
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Shelach: 
A Land of 
Illusions or 
Allusions?

Something about the Land they were 
infiltrating was “off”, and the meraglim 
spies sensed it. They were startled by 
outsized fruit, and stunned by heavily-for-
tressed cities. Massive giants dwarfed 
them into tiny human-shaped grass-
hoppers. If all this weren’t enough, they 
detected an unusually high death rate 
amongst the indigenous population. It 
appeared as if this dreadful Land was lit-
erally devouring its inhabitants. Petrified 
and panicked, they determined that the 
Land which had been divinely promised 
over four hundred years earlier, was cur-
rently unattainable. Terror quickly spread 
throughout the desert camp as Jewish his-
tory came crashing down. 

The spies weren’t fools and these scenes 
weren’t concocted. They didn’t fabricate 
their reports or exaggerate the informa-
tion. Giants did roam this Land littered 
with gigantic fruits. The crime of the spies 
consisted in their interpretation of the intel. 
There was something different about this 
Land, but it was precisely these differences 

which should have empowered them, 
rather than terrifying them.

Life in the Land of Israel is fundamen-
tally different than it is elsewhere. Living 
under the eye of Hashem and under His 
direct presence changes everything. Our 
proximity to Hashem induces a supernat-
ural condition in which crops are massive 
and people are colossal. Unlike worldwide 
rainfall, rain in Israel is delivered directly 
from Hashem and the size of the crops 
reflects this. These roving giants were 
the same celestial “beings” who fell from 
Heaven, as described in Breishit. Half man 
and half angel, they naturally migrated to 
Heaven’s door in Israel. Size matters, and 
there was nothing incidental about the 
large fruits and enormous people. So it is 
in the Land of God. 

It doesn’t take a heavenly giant to per-
ceive divine presence in Israel. Even 
average-sized humans discern the Land’s 
importance. Deep in its collective sub-
conscious, humanity realizes that life 
originated in Yerushalayim and that his-
tory will terminate there. Humanity has 
always been irrationally drawn to this 
Land- at great cost to human life. Man was 
first murdered amidst a quarrel over this 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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Land. Kayin and Hevel each enjoyed unlim-
ited real estate options, yet they sparred 
over the rights to Yerushalayim. Since that 
brutal slaying, endless blood has been shed 
over this Land. Given the disproportionate 
interest in our small strip of Land, it wasn’t 
incidental that the Meraglim encountered 
over thirty chieftains vying for control. 
Everyone wanted a toehold in the Land of 
human history. 

Life in the Land of God was also, uncom-
monly austere. Conditions in the Land of 
God were harsh and unforgiving. The rea-
sons for the unusually high death rate were 
unclear. Were so many inhabitants dying 
prematurely because of their moral decay? 
Was the Land of God “spitting out” its sinful 
inhabitants- as it would hundreds of years 
later when we, ourselves, fell into moral 
dysfunction? All this is unknown, but one 
thing is clear: life in the Land of God would 
never be “easy”. The Land of God isn’t 
Scandinavia and the Meraglim should have 
understood as much. 

Life in the presence of Hashem is dif-
ferent: large, disputed and unyielding. 
Instead of flinching we should have risen 
to the challenge of living before God. 
Nothing of value comes without a price. 
A ticket into the Land of God isn’t cheap. 
Instead of horrifying us this “theater of the 
absurd” should have reinforced our faith. 
We should have realized that a divine Land 
which lies beyond human proportions and 
beyond human reach will only be delivered 

CITY CENTER / In a boutique building –  
4 rooms, 100m,  recent, elevator, balcony

MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of BAKA - In a stylish building – 
New penthouse, 4 rooms, 100m,  
huge terrace / sukkah, 100m, 3rd floor  
+ elevator, alone on the floor

NIS 5750000 –  MENDEL 052-8980111
Live in the city and feel in the countryside in 
the heart of BAKA - ground floor of  
Arab house, 3 rooms + independent 2-room 
unit, balcony / sukkah, garden, private roof  
+ building rights, close to all amenities 

4800000 NIS – MICHAEL 052-3202488
BAKA –Huge penthouse 5.5 rooms,  
160m, calm & bright, 7th floor + Shabbat 
elevator, 2 terraces, 25m + roof 50m,  
open view of the Temple Mount, 3 wc,  
2 bathrooms, double parking 

6200000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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was then, life in the Land of God will never 
be simple. 

Living in Israel doesn’t only affect agri-
culture and economy but cultural norms. 
Living under the constant presence of 
God infuses us with inner strength, cour-
age, confidence, and intelligence. Ideally, 
these traits contribute to our military 
strength and to our becoming an innova-
tive “start-up” nation. However, all this 
confidence and empowerment can also 
create overconfidence, impoliteness and 
a society of “know-it-alls”. Israelis may not 
be “giants”, but they sometimes possess 
“giant heads”. As it is, Jews are predisposed 
toward stubbornness and obstinacy. For 
this reason, God selected us to defy the 
world and launch a revolution of religious 
consciousness. God desired a stiff-necked 
people and He certainly found one! Stub-
born people, fueled by the confidence of 
living in the Land of Hashem don’t always 
listen to each other or, for that matter, to 
authority. 

Ideally, life in the Land of God is empow-
ering but humbling, endowing us with 
inner strength but also with modesty. 
Those traits aren’t easy to calibrate. So it is 
in the Land of God, nothing comes “easy”. 

to God’s people. Faith should have provided 
backdrop but unfortunately, the meraglim 
had no context. Lost in a Land of illusion, 
they didn’t notice the various allusions. All 
the signs pointed to this being the Land of 
God, earmarked for the Jews. 

So it was then, and so it continues to be 
throughout history. Formidable empires 
would perennially battle over control of 
this Land, but none would succeed long-
term. Agricultural conditions in Israel 
would fluctuate wildly between abun-
dant fertility and unmanageable sterility. 
In its heyday, reported by the Talmud to 
have lasted into the third century, the 
Land provided abnormal bounty. As the 
Jews began to depart and the Shechinah 
followed, a divine curse descended upon 
Israel, parching it dry and sentencing it 
to two millennia of thorns and thistles. As 
Jews slowly return home, and the divine 
presence returns, the Land is slowly 
recovering, and gradually returning to its 
former plentiful state. 

Just as then, humanity still hotly disputes 
our presence in the Land of God. The cit-
ies of Israel are no longer armed but the 
borders are, and our neighbors are intent 
upon, G-d forbid, dislodging us. Just as it 
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Parshat Shelach concludes with 
the familiar pesukim  of the third 
passages of Kriat Shema, and the 

mitzvah of tzitzit.
The pasuk tells us:
Ur’Item Oto, Uzchartem et kol mitz-

votai-You shall see the tzitzit and be 
reminded of all my mitzvot.

Chazal in the Sifri, taught: “Kol Hame-
kayem mitzvat tzitzit, k’ilu kayeim kol 
hatorah kula-” All who fulfill the mitzvah 
of tzitzit, it is considered as if they fulfilled 
the entire Torah.”

How are we to understand this powerful 
statement from the Sifri? What is the true 
significance of the mitzvah of Tzitzit, that 
our Chazal would consider it as being equal 
to or representative of the entire Torah?

The Netivot Slonim, the Slonimer Rebbe 
zy’a, offers a beautiful insight regarding 
this very question. The Rebbe suggests that 
the various knots of the tzitzit represent 
the eternal connection between Hashem 
and the Jewish People. More so, the Talit  
and its tzitzit represent both sides of that 
eternal bond and commitment. The Tzitzit, 
serve not only as a vehicle to demonstrate 
our love and fidelity to HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu and the Torah HaKedosha, but also by 
wrapping ourselves in the Tzitzit, we are 
symbolically being enveloped by Hashem’s 
proverbial embrace, to experience Hash-
em’s  love and commitment to each and 
every member of Klal Yisrael.

The mitzvah  of Tzitzit, explains the Rebbe, 
therefore indeed is equal to or representa-
tive of the entire Torah, because it serves to 
remind us that indeed within every single 
mitzvah, lies this inherent dual opportunity- 
to both demonstrate our love and fidelity to 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and simultaneously 
to experience Hashem’s loving embrace and 
commitment to each and every one of us.

The Rebbe explains that we learn from 
this beautiful teaching, that even if we view 
this and every mitzvah as an opportunity to 
cling to God, to demonstrate our love and 
fidelity to the Master of the Universe, that 
love and fidelity pales in comparison to 
the enduring love that Hashem feels for 
the Jewish People.

The Rebbe’s keen insight regarding this 
mitzvah of tzitzit really provides us with 
a new understanding of how we relate to 
each of the mitzvot.

Mitzvot are not solely an opportunity to 
cling to Hashem, to demonstrate our com-
mitment and trust in the Ribono Shel Olam, 
but also to simultaneously experience 
Hashem’s divine embrace, to realize that 
Hashem bestows his unending love upon 
all of Klal Yisrael. 

May each of us be blessed to be able to see 
every mitzvah as a vehicle to demonstrate 
our love and fidelity to the Ribono Shel Olam 
and the Torah HaKedosha, and to simul-
taneously feel and experience Hashem’s 
divine embrace. 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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to figure out how to manage under the 
scorching sun. Then you might turn to 
their gods, whose benevolence “appar-
ently guides the natural forces in your 
favor.”

Indeed, some posit that the spies were 
actually tzaddikim. It would be better to 
stay in the wilderness where Manna was 
free-falling, and one did not have to sweat 
to make a living. Even better, one could 
learn Torah all day without the challenges 
of working the land and the spiritual risks 
involved. 

Indeed, this is a worn argument that 
manifests itself to this day. Why not learn 
all day, and others will take care of our 
sustenance? True, there is a place for 
the Torah elite to spend time in Limmud 
Torah. But, ultimately, the Torah beckons 
us to live a life embedded in the material 
facets of our existence. We are to conquer 
and subdue the world, and we are com-
manded to do so in Eretz Yisrael, thus 
to face the trials that the material world 
presents. 

In that way, we sanctify the Land and 
ourselves; we maintain and strengthen 
our faith in Hashem. And despite the hard-
ships of adjusting to national life in all its 
facets, we trust that the Almighty will take 
care of us and that we will fulfill our ulti-
mate mission on this planet. 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

Contending 
with the 
Unknown

This week we read about the Meraglim 
and ask ourselves, yet again, what was 
their sin? After all, Moshe asked these 
upright men to assess the Land’s strengths 
and weaknesses, which they did. But the 
extent to which they told the truth is a mat-
ter of interpretation.

Because the spies contended that the 
land “consumes its inhabitants.” But 
what does that mean? Does that mean, for 
example, that the wheat in the fields was 
so parched that there was no produce to 
harvest? 

Perhaps looking at Bnei Yisrael’s curric-
ulum vitae, as it were, we can understand 
the concern of the Meraglim. After all, 
the Israelites were shepherds, and what 
would Bnei Yisrael know of agriculture 
in their new land? True, Hashem com-
forted the people, saying, “If you hearken 
diligently unto My commandments…I will 
give the rain of your land in its season…that 
you may gather in your corn, wine, and oil.” 

However, if you have never been a 
farmer, you might look at that promise 
with a degree of skepticism. First, you 
might look to your Canaanite neighbors 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         45

Extended and Tailored 
Coverage for all Scenarios 
including Pandemics

Norman Zysblat
Te l : 02-6219684, Cell: 054-4258671

NormanZ@shaham.co.il
www.insuranceinisrael.co.il

For additional information contact your agent:

Use your card 
without incurring

out-of-pocket expenses!

OU ISRAEL CENTER         63

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!

 

 

  
  

  

Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company 
Glue with us once and you’ll stick with us forever  

• PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture 
• EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
• SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and replace with much stronger wood 
• CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
• FURNITURE MARKERS - To help you make those small scratches disappear 
• LEG TIPS - For quiet chair movement (your downstairs neighbor will thank you!) 
• TIRED OF HAVING TO CROWD YOUR GUESTS AROUND MULTIPLE TABLES??  

Call us to hear about our heavy-duty table slides to more than double (or even triple!) the current length 
of your table. 

• INSURANCE QUOTES - We handle hundreds of freight damage claims from overseas as well as local 
moves.  

 
WE ARE GROWING AND ARE NOW HIRING – SEE DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE 

Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il    Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il  
    Phone: 02-999-2418          WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  

 

T

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH! 
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Freeze Your 
Eggs For Free

Recently several large companies such 
as Google and Meta announced that they 
would pay for their female workers to 
freeze eggs. This announcement was 
greeted with excitement, and a number of 
companies considered following suit and 
paying for this treatment.

Freezing eggs has become more popular 
in recent years but can be quite expensive. 
While many single women would like to 
avail themselves of this opportunity, some 
of them will not be able to afford it. Their 
financial situation does not enable them 
to freeze their eggs, which may eventually 
lead to them experiencing significant fertil-
ity challenges later in their lives.

So, should we encourage people to start 
working for such companies? Should 
everyone work for Google in order to take 
advantage of this considerable benefit? 
Should we encourage other companies to 
offer such a service?

It would appear that this is a golden 
opportunity; the women can freeze their 
eggs, the company will pay, problem solved!

Unfortunately, this is an oversimplifica-
tion and in order to explain the complexity 
of this question we need to delve a little 
deeper.

As a woman gets older the quality 
and quantity of eggs that she produces 
decreases. We do not know exactly why 
this is the case and several possible expla-
nations have been suggested. The decrease 
in quality may be due to genetic changes in 
the egg as a result of the natural and con-
stant duplication of the genetic material 
in the egg’s nucleus. This constant process 
may cause a reduction in the integrity of 
the genetic code. Another possible expla-
nation is due to the aging mitochondria, 
the battery and energy of the cell. This 
may adversely affect the quality of the 
eggs.

Even though we do not know the exact 
reason and biological pathway, the reality 
is that the quality of eggs decreases. One 
outcome is that as a woman gets older she 
is less likely to get pregnant, and when 
she does get pregnant there is a greater 
chance that the fetus will carry a serious 
genetic abnormality. This is the cause of 
the increased incidence of miscarriage as 
a woman gets older.

This is often called the “biological clock”; 
a woman who is not married, or, for any 
other reason, incapable of having children 
at a younger age, will face a time that she 
will find it much more difficult to attain 
and maintain a healthy pregnancy. Even-
tually she will not be able to get pregnant 
at all.  

More on this next week. 
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

Tel: +972 2 568 6578  |  +972 50 446 9515
toviyah@israel-properties.com

www.israel-properties.com

Be‘er Sheva 
Calling all Investors - excellent  

Opportunities in various Projects 
3,4,5 rooms & penthouses 

Invest in this thriving major vibrant 
City near to malls and all amenities 

Ideal for student rentals & more !

Call for your appointment at 
our clinic in Talpiot.

Dr. Mitchell Rudy D.D.S.  
over 20 years of sensitive diagnosis 
and patient care

Dr. Romi Sarna, D.D.S., D.M.D. 
specialist in mouth restoration and 
patient care

When it comes to 
specialty dental 

treatments, 
you need 

Exper(t) care. 

Meet our leading specialists

Professionalism and service 
You can trust.

Dr. Ariel Hirschhorn, D.M.D. 
senior specialist in oral and 
maxillofacial surgery at Sheba 
Medical Center

Dr. Yaakov Mizrahi, D.M.D., Sc.B 
expertise in treating high-risk 
patients and complex cases

www.exper.co.il
02-644-9349
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Rabbi Joseph 
Soloveitchik: 
His Most 
Telling Stories

“The story is told about the Gaon of Vilna, 
how just before his death he clutched the 
tzitzit of his garment, wept, and exclaimed: 
‘How beautiful is this world - for one penny 
a person can acquire eternal life.’” (Halakhic 
Man p.30)

A second story. “When a Polish woman of 
noble birth proved stubborn and demanded, 
as the purchase price for the fresh, green, 
moist myrtles that grew in her garden, the 
reward that was reserved for the Gaon for 
the performance of the commandments, 
he glady and wholeheartedly fulfilled her 
request and transferred to her the reward for 
the commandment of taking the four species. 
On that Sukkot, so the folk legend relates, he 
was exceedingly joyful and told his students: 
“All my life I grieved, when would I have the 
opportunity of fulfilling a commandment 
without receiving a reward, in order that I 
might thereby fulfill the injunction of Anti-
gonus of Socho: ‘Be like the servants who 
minister to their master without the intent 
of receiving a reward’ [Avot 1:31]; and now 
that I have this opportunity, should I not 

fulfill this commandment with gladness and 
joy?” (Ibid., p.30-31)

The two vignettes above were lovingly told 
by Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik in his master-
work “Halachic Man.” What did the Rav wish 
to convey?

The Rav shared these stories to illustrate 
that the essence of Jewish life is the role man 
plays in this world. Although the notion of a 
“world to come” is an essential principle of 
faith, it is here that man actualizes his talents. 
It is in this sphere that one engages in build-
ing an ideal world. Therefore, said the Rav, 
the following teaching must be amplified: 
“Better is one hour of Torah and mitzvot in 
this world than the whole life of the world to 
come” (Avot 4:17). 

The Rav elaborated on this notion by citing 
the midrash that describes Moshe ascending 
to heaven to receive the Torah. The angels 
were in an uproar, “What business has one, 
being born of a woman, among us?” Moshe 
defended himself and argued that the Torah 
is designed to guide man in his everyday life 
on earth. The Rav writes: “God does not wish 
to hand over His Torah to the ministering 
angels, the denizens of a transcendent world. 
Rather, he handed over His Torah to Moshe, 
who brought it down to earth and caused it to 
dwell among human beings.” (Halachic Man, 
pp. 33-34)

It is in this vein that the Rav shed light on his 
family’s custom to avoid visiting cemeteries:

“The Gaon of Vilna, Rabbi Joseph Dov 
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Soloveitchik, his son, Rabbi Chaim, his grand-
son, Rabbi Moshe, Rabbi Eliyahu Pruzna 
[Feinsten] never visited the graves of their 
ancestors.” (Halachic Man, p. 36) 

The cemetery, fundamentally, represents 
the very antithesis of a Jew’s ideal objec-
tive of vivacious engagement in this world, 
in creative undertakings, productivity and 
accomplishment. 1

The Rav expounded on this notion by 

1  Rabbi Hershel Schachter tells the story 
of the Rav “breaking with family tradition.” 
After the passing of the Rav’s wife the Rav 
would visit the cemetery every week. He once 
exclaimed, half jokingly, how this actually 
paid off. He shared the following incident. On 
a cemetery visit right before Yom Kippur, the 
Rav was walking towards the exit of the cem-
etery when a couple bumped into him. They 
mistook the Rav to be a rabbi that must be 
an employee of the cemetery. They asked him 
to escort them to the different burial plots to 
recite the memorial prayer. He did so. About 
twenty minutes later, they thanked him. They 
offered him 20 dollars for his services. The 
Rav refused. They offered him 100 dollars. He 
refused again. The Rav then walked to his car 
and was driven away. The people he had been 
with were now very curious who this man 
was. They entered the cemetery office and 
asked about the man. They said, “That was 
Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, the Chief Rabbi of 
Boston.” A week later the Maimonides School 
received an envelope with a check for $1000. 
Every year for the next 20 years, the school 
received this same amount. As the Rav said, 
“Breaking with tradition paid off!” (YUTorah, 
Rav Schachter, A Discussion of the Minhag 
HaGra Not to Visit Cemeteries)

02.622.8674
beyoung.life

info@beyoungclinics.com

Osteoporosis?

Muscle weakness?

Weight gain?

Depression?

Irritability?

Mood swings?

OTHER SPECIALTIES: 
Cardiovascular • Brain

Stress • Gastrointestinal

ARE YOU 
CONCERNED ABOUT...

Dr. Barry Dinner, certified by 
the American Academy of 
Anti-Aging Medicine, can 
help you overcome the 
severe challenges and 
risks of diseases related 
to menopause and 
andropause (in males).

Functional
Medicine Clinic
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citing two verses from Tanach: “For the neth-
er-world cannot praise Thee: death cannot 
celebrate Thee; they that go down into the pit 
cannot hope for Thy truth. The living, the liv-
ing, he shall praise Thee…” (Isaiah 38:11-19). 
And a verse from King David: “I shall not die, 
but live, and declare the works of the Lord” 
(Tehillim 118:17). The echo of these hymns, 
said the Rav, still resounds through the world 
of Halacha (Ibid., p. 37). In other words, man 
is to celebrate life.

Consider the importance of the following 
anecdote which relates to the halachic stance 
when a life is in danger. The Rav writes: 
“Even if there is only a doubtful possibility 
that a person’s life is in danger, one renders 
a lenient decision; and as long as one is able 
to discover some possible danger to life, one 
may use that doubt to render a lenient deci-
sion. My grandfather, Rav Chaim of Brisk, 
disagreed with the legal view that on the Day 
of Atonement one feeds a sick person who is 
in danger [of dying] small amounts of food 
at a time, each amount less than the forbid-
den measure of food for that day. Rather he 
instructed those who were taking care of a 
sick individual to serve them a regular meal, 

just as they would on other days.” (Halachic 
Man, pp. 34-35).

In this context the Rav added this personal 
postscript: “When my father was about to 
travel to Rasseyn, a town close to Kovno, to 
take up a rabbinical post, Rabbi Chaim took 
him aside and said, “I command you to follow 
my view regarding a sick person in danger 
on the Day of Atonement for it is absolute 
halachic truth.” (Ibid., p. 35) The Rav com-
mented on this anecdote: This law of pikuach 
nefesh, saving a life, overrides all the com-
mandments and its far reaching effects are 
indicative of the high value which the hala-
chic viewpoint attributes to one’s earthly life 
- indeed they serve to confirm and nurture 
that value. Temporal life becomes trans-
formed into eternal life; it becomes sanctified 
and elevated with eternal holiness. (Halachic 
Man, p. 35)

The Rav highlights that the halachic sys-
tem places inestimable emphasis on life and 
on the living. We are to celebrate life. Every 
moment. A Jew recognizes the precious gift 
of  time in this world. It is here that we are to 
achieve all that we can and bring holiness to 
every sphere in this worldly domain. 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

The great first Gerer Rebbe, Rabbi Chanoch Henich Hakohen Levin (of Aleksander, Poland: 1798-1870) 
once asked how Yehoshua could, later, also send two spies to report back the status of Eretz Yisrael, if here 
in our Parsha it was such a catastrophe. Hadn't the lesson been learned?

He answered that the spies sent by Yehoshua according to the Midrash were Pinchas and Caleb, val-
iant individuals who would never rebel against Hashem. On the other hand, Moshe's spies were coined as 
"Anashim" – "Men" who had an agenda of their own and personal itinerary.

וישלח אנשים
Yehoshua's spies had no ulterior motives. They were willing to sacrifice themselves for this mission. By 

Moshe, Hashem's instruction was "Shelach Lecha Anashim'' to do true a mission of Mitzvah, one needs to 
discard (Shelach- Send away) "shed" the layer of ego, hoping to alter their ways.

Another proof to this is that in the text itself, we read the list of names of Moshe's spies, whereby 
Yehoshua, the text leaves the spies anonymous without any personal gains to be gotten. Shabbat Shalom
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www.theisraelcalendar.org
Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your program 
with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

Visit The Nefesh B'Nefesh 
Israel Calendar to explore English-
language events taking place all 
over the country! 
The Israel Calendar is an online platform showcasing virtual 

and in-person English-speaking programming throughout 

the country. All events posted on the calendar are designed 

for Olim seeking to connect with like-minded Anglos while 

benefiting from English-oriented events.
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

to do even a Rabbinic prohibition such as 
that, without special grounds (Shulchan 
Aruch, OC 307:5).

A major factor that often permits amira 
l’nochri (asking a non-Jew to do work for 
him) exists here, namely, katzatz. When 
the non-Jew gets paid by the job, as opposed 
to as a worker paid by time, it is permitted 
for him to do melacha for the Jew (Shab-
bat 19a; Shulchan Aruch, OC 244:1). The 
logic is that in such a case, he is acting not 
because the Jew asked him to but to receive 
the money that the result earns him (see 
Mishna Berura 244:2). Realtors are almost 
always paid only if and when they succeed 
in facilitating a sale and their rate is unre-
lated to the amount of time it took, but to 
the result. 

However, there are two problems with 
using this leniency in this case. One is that 
even regarding katzatz, the non-Jew must 
not be told explicitly or otherwise realize 
that it is necessary that at least some of the 
work must be done specifically on Shabbat 
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 252:2). Here, the plan 
the Jewish owner accepts is for the open 
house to be held specifically on Shabbat. 
It does not help if the realtor thought of 
the idea, as it is still a plan to work on the 
Jew’s behalf specifically on Shabbat. If this 
were the only problem, one could look for 
leniencies to alleviate the problem (details 
are beyond our present scope.)

The second problem, which applies if we 

An Agent 
Showing a 
House on 
Shabbat 

Question: Asked by an American rabbi: 
A congregant of mine is trying to sell his 
house. His non-Jewish real estate agent sug-
gested doing an open house on Shabbat, a 
good time for many buyers. If the owner 
goes away for Shabbat, may he do that?                            

Answer: I leave to you to deal with com-
munal implications of an event done to 
attract specifically non-Shabbat observant 
buyers and the possibility it will cause 
non-observant Jews to violate Shabbat. 
Those issues require familiarity with the 
local situation. 

It is difficult to know if the agent, who 
provides services for the Jewish seller, will 
need to do melachot in showing the house. 
When it is not necessary, then even if he 
does melacha, it does not relate to the Jew 
for whom he is doing the job (Orchot Shab-
bat 23:54-58). However, even assuming 
the agent will not take any steps of formal 
transactions for you at the open house, just 
trying to promote a future deal is forbid-
den on Shabbat (Shulchan Aruch, Orach 
Chayim 306:1). One may not ask a non-Jew 
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

are discussing a home in the midst of a com-
munity that includes Jews, is marit ayin. 
The gemara (Avoda Zara 21b) says that one 
may not let a non-Jew work on his prop-
erty even if he does so for his own profit 
because it is known as a Jew’s establish-
ment and some people will assume the type 
of business arrangement with the non-Jew 
was one that is forbidden. While this can 
apply even when the non-Jew is working 
on a Jew’s movable object (e.g., fixing his 
car), if it is clearly a Jew’s, the prohibition 
is broader and sterner when it is related to 
land/house (Shulchan Aruch, OC 244:1-2). 
While the problem should not apply when 
it is known that this type of work is paid 
by the job (as is the case for realtors), this 
does not help when the work is done in the 
Jew’s known, accessible house (ibid.). The 
concern is that although people will figure 
he is paid per result, they may suspect that 
the Jew asked him to do the job specifically 
on Shabbat (Mishna Berura 252:17). 

Therefore, writing about a case where 

the owner does not live in the house and 
hands over the job of showing the home to 
the realtor alone, Orchot Shabbat (23:158) 
forbids allowing the non-Jew to show the 
house on Shabbat if it is known to be a Jew’s 
house and is accessible to a Jewish commu-
nity. Our case, where the owner takes part 
in making the open house on Shabbat, is 
more clearly forbidden. In many commu-
nities, this will not only be “technically” 
forbidden but may be seen as a scandalous 
affront to Shabbat.

May the concern for the honor of Shabbat 
help provide the seller with merit to succeed 
in finding his buyer, during the week.  

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

Grow Old With Me - 
The Best Is Yet To Be — 

Looking for that special Man 60-70 
to spend my life with, Torah Centered  

but also Secular.
Kind, Giving, Healthy Good Character, 

Financially Independent. I am a Real 
Person with depth, sensitivity and talent. 

Contact findingmatch18@gmail.com
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Dear OU parenting, 
I find that parenting during the 

summer in Israel is really diffi-
cult.  I have kids of different ages, 
and each year we struggle to find 
activities for them that everyone 
is happy with, especially as my 
wife and I both work full time. We 
also get into arguments because 
I have to say “no” to things they 
want to do, either because I don’t 
have time, or because I think that 
it may not be safe.  I would like to 
have a smoother summer, but I’m 
not sure how!  S.D. 

Dr. Ethan Eisen
Dear S.D., 
Thank you for sharing these 

challenges, as they are likely 
on the mind of many parents 

across Israel, if not around the world.  With 
the school year ending, parents feel increased 
pressure to ensure that their children have 
productive vacation time, which can be even 
tougher when the parent or parents in the 
home are not free to coordinate all the sum-
mer plans due to work or other considerations.  
Also, as kids get older and have greater auton-
omy with less supervision, safety issues are of 
concern to many parents, especially for olim 
parents who may not be accustomed to these 
cultural realities.  

I have heard from many parents about the 
confusing and time-consuming process of fig-
uring out summer options for our kids.  How 
often do we find out about a program that 
would have been great for our child, only to 
find out that registration is closed or the camp 
is already over?  This challenge is systemic, and 
while it can certainly be frustrating, knowing 
that you are not the only one struggling with 
this may be a little comforting.  Although it is 
certainly too late for this summer, perhaps as 
a community we can consider how to make 
information more accessible to people around 
Israel so that they can make the best choices 
for their children’s summer plans.  

A large part of successful summers is parents 
managing their own expectations.  Between 
balancing work responsibility, constantly shift-
ing schedules, financial concerns, and wanting 
to provide enriching experiences for your 
children, it is understandable that this can be 
stressful.  A bit of self-compassion can go a long 
way, acknowledging that you are doing your 
best to juggle all the responsibilities.  

I want to focus on one particular aspect of 
your question—the arguments that can arise 
when children want to do something, and you, 
as parents, are not okay with their requests.  
This can be relevant to younger children who 
want to go somewhere, but you do not have the 
time or the activity does not fit into your bud-
get. It may also arise with older children who 
want to go somewhere with their friends, but 
you determine that their plans do not account 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN
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for safety concerns that you have.  A sentiment 
I often hear from parents is that they are hesi-
tant to say no or place restrictions on their kids’ 
activities because their child will get upset, or 
feel sad that he is missing out on the friends’ 
plans.  They have FOMO (Fear Of Missing Out) 
and use the YOLO argument (You Only Live 
Once), trying to get you to change your mind 
and maybe even feel a little bit guilty.  

But as the parent, it is both your right and 
responsibility to see things that the kids, even 
teenagers, just do not see.  They are inter-
ested in the excitement, fun, or novelty that 
they imagine in their minds, and they do not 
see the drawbacks of safety, expense, strain 
on the family, or other factors that may be at 
the forefront of your consideration. As such, 
you are allowed to say no, even if they are 
disappointed. Of course, ideally there can be 
a conversation about why you reached your 
decision, allowing your child to express his 
perspective on why he disagrees with you, 
and how you can find a suitable compromise 
moving forward.  But these conversations start 
with your knowledge that you are allowed to 
say no, and your child being upset about that 
decision does not mean you are making the 
wrong choice.  Hopefully with the right bal-
ance of boundaries and fun, this summer can 
be enjoyable for you and your kids!  

Feel free to send in any parenting  
questions you may have to  
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).

Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD is a Licensed Clinical 
Psychologist (Israel and U.S.) offering Evi-
dence-Based Solutions for Individuals and 
Couples
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In 
Conclusion…..

Rachel scanned the prices of airplane tick-
ets online and let out a deep breath. She really 
wanted to take her children to visit their 
grandparents in America this summer but 
it was just so expensive to fly! The more she 
thought about it, she convinced herself that 
it wasn’t worth the expense – after all, they’d 
only be there for three weeks…was it really 
worth thousands of dollars? But luckily her 
husband Josh knocked some sense into her 
the next day. He explained that it wasn’t just 
about the time they’d spend together for those 
three weeks.  The relationship their children 
would form with their grandparents during 
that time would build a foundation from which 
they could then continue to connect through-
out the year via phone, facetime, whatsapp etc. 
He posited that if they wanted their children 
to continue to build a relationship with their 
extended family despite their recent Aliya, they 
would need to have a combination of longer 
in-person visits which would create the base 
relationship, together with the technological 
communication methods that would fill in the 
gaps until they could meet up again.

As we conclude our study of Tefillat 
Shacharit, it is important to note that Josh’s 
insight is true as well about Tefilla. The 
goal of improving our Tefillot is not only to 

elevate the time we spend davening in the 
morning. If we do it right, a successful Tefilla 
should impact on our entire day, and the 
whole way we relate to Hashem through-
out the day. Chazal created a structured 
Tefilla to recite on a daily basis and that 
forms a very important basis in instructing 
us how to relate to Hashem. But it doesn’t 
end there. Once that relationship is formed, 
it is meant to blossom throughout the day. 
Whether through the numerous brachot 
we recite throughout the day, the tefillot of 
Mincha and Maariv, or through the personal 
informal prayers we call out to Hashem 
throughout the day, we have ample oppor-
tunities to connect to Hashem all day long. 
Our Shacharit davening sets the tone for the 
day, enabling us to be open to forming that 
constant connection. 

This is an important balance to remem-
ber. We need to give our morning prayers 
our all, to put in tremendous effort so 
that we can establish a relationship with 
Hashem and then we need to take that basis 
and build on it throughout the day with our 
brachot, other Tefillot, and personal suppli-
cations. Over the next few months, we will 
try and gain some insight into some of the 
other Tefillot and Brachot we encounter 
throughout the day. We will iyH begin with 
.ברכת המזון

Before officially closing our study of 
 I wanted to conclude as follows. Two ,שחרית
years ago, we began a journey, traveling 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative
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together through the pages of the Siddur.  
As I embarked on this challenge, it was 
with very mixed feelings. On the one hand, 
I knew how important this expedition was 
to me and hopefully to my readers. Daven-
ing is such an integral part of our day, how 
could we not put in the time to try to connect 
to it more and understand it better? But on 
the other hand, who was I to set out such a 
mission? I certainly was no expert in Tefilla, 
by any means. And yet, I pushed forward, 
examining many Sefarim including the 
 and others ,טללי אורות, עולם התפילות, עולת תמיד
to try and get to core of our daily Tefillot. 
For me, it has been a transformative expe-
rience. I don’t claim to remember all that I 
researched and wrote, and I certainly don’t 
have kavana at every point in my Tefilla, 
but my whole relationship with Tefilla and 
with HaKadosh Baruch Hu has shifted. I 

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Azriel ben Chaya Michal

• AFS
• Avraham ben Baila Hinda

 • שלמה בן אסתר 
 • יהונתן בן מחלה

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל

wanted to thank you, my readers, for all of 
your support and feedback. Writing these 
articles takes many hours but hearing from 
you week in and week out, knowing how 
many people were reading and gaining 
from them, gave me the ability to continue 
forward. It is my bracha to us all that we 
can remember some of what we learned 
together and that it should help us to reach 
new heights in our Tefillot. 
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we are meant to look at with our eyes and 
remember Hashem along with the mitzvot 
He commands us.

In both places the eyes are a key compo-
nent. When viewing (or scouting) something, 
we can see it on a physical level but there is a 
danger of glancing over the spiritual which 
is the sin of the Meraglim. What they saw 
caused them to worry and “be swayed” away 
from Hashem. The Tzitzit are a way for us to 
focus our sight back to something spiritual. 
Let us take this message to not only see the 
physical, but also recognize Hashem’s exis-
tence in everything around us. 

Yehuda Sunshine
10th Grade, 
Raanana
Command or 
Permission?

In this week’s parsha, parshat Shelach, 
Moshe sends the spies to scout out the land 
of Israel. But there are two םיקוספ in the 
Torah that contradict each other. The first 
in our parsha, where it says that Hashem 
asked Moshe to send the spies and in Par-
shat Devarim, where it says that Bene 
Israel asked Moshe to send the spies. Rashi 
writes, our parsha is Hashem’s response, 

Lior Cohen
Raanana Chapter 
Director
Are You Truly 
Seeing?

The paragraph describing Tzitzit is not 
only the closing paragraph of Shema in 
davening, but also the closing words of this 
week’s parsha. While Tzitzit are extremely 
important and fundamental in our religion, 
why is it introduced now, and moreover, 
why does it conclude this parsha?

When the paragraph describes the pur-
pose of Tzitzit, it says “And it will be for them 
Tzitzit, and you shall see it and remember all 
the mitzvot and fulfill them; And you shall 
not be swayed by your heart or your eyes 
which you lust after them…”. The word for 
“do not be swayed” is ורותת. Here the trans-
lation is “be swayed”, but this root is used 
at a different point in the parsha where it 
receives a very different meaning. At the 
opposite bookend of the parsha, we have 
the story of the Meraglim. Hashem tells 
Moshe to send these men “ןענכ ץרא תא ורתיו” 
- “They will scout the Land of Canaan”. This 
continued usage of the same root draws a 
connection between the two stories. The 
first passage opens the Parsha with some-
thing negative dealing with representatives 
who use their eyes to view the land, and ulti-
mately sin through their report. In contrast, 
Tzitzit are a positive commandment which 
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but Devarim was the question. To put it a 
different way, Bene Israel asked to send the 
spies and Hashem says that you can send 
them and leaves the decision to Moshe. 
Ramban brings another answer, that Bene 
Israel wanted to send two spies secretly. But 
Hashem, who sees the future, told Moshe to 
send 12 men, one from each tribe, each a 
leader. This is because leaders represent the 
whole of Bene Israel, so that if they decide to 
go into the Land, everyone will follow. But if 
they decide that the Land is bad, everyone 
will get the punishment. 

Bamidbar Rabbah brings another 
approach. They bring a לשמ saying, this is 
like a king who found a beautiful and rich 
wife for his son. And the son asks his father 
to see her, for he did not believe him. Now if 
the father says no, then the son would think 
he lied. So he lets him see her, but he says that 
you will not get her, rather your son will get 
her. Just like Hashem told Bene Israel that the 
land was good and that they asked to see it for 
themselves. So too the land will be given to 
their children. Shabbat Shalom! 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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Real Life Rescues 
Being There In A Family’s Time of Need
One afternoon about three weeks ago, a harrowing crash took place near the Kesem interchange. 
A family sedan slammed into the back of a concrete mixer on the highway, crushing the front 
half of the car. Panicked witnesses called emergency services for help.

Oren Admoni, a United Hatzalah volunteer EMT who is married with 7 children and lives in the 
nearby city of Rosh Ha’ayin was riding his ambucycle on the highway nearby when he received 
the urgent alert from the organization’s dispatch and command center. Speeding past traffic, 
Oren reached the scene within just 60 seconds.

“It was an open and revealed miracle,” Oren confided after the incident. “When I arrived at the 
car, I saw four people trapped inside the wreckage, a mother, who was driving the car, and three 
young children in the backseat. All of them seemed to have only sustained mild cuts and bruises. 
They were trapped and could not get out of the vehicle. Together with fire fighters who arrived 
at the scene I helped extricate them in a manner that would not exasperate their injuries. Once 
they were out of the vehicle, I assessed their situation and took vital signs.”

Oren added, “The hadn’t sustained 
any major physical injuries but all 
four victims were badly shaken. The 
children were crying and screaming, 
exhibiting signs of an acute stress 
response in the aftermath of the 
motor vehicle accident. I gently 
calmed and reassured them as 
I provided them with on-site 
psychological and emotional 
stabilization based on the protocols 
of United Hatzalah’s Psychotrauma 
and Crisis Response Unit.”

After 20 minutes, the crew of a United Hatzalah ambulance joined Oren on scene. Together, 
they provided critical emotional support for the young mother and her children, treating the 
victims with extra warmth and empathy. By the time the Mobile Intensive Care Unit arrived, all 
four patients were stable, calm, prepped, and ready for medical transport.

Speaking about the importance of the psychological first aid that Oren performed he concluded 
by saying, “Research evidence suggests that on-scene psychological stabilization after suffering 
or experiencing a traumatic incident makes an enormous difference in the prevention and 
mitigation of long-term stress disorders an example of which is post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD). I am proud to have been able to be there as quickly as I was and assist this family in 
their time of need. If it were my own family involved in a crash, I would be thankful for quick 
intervention by first responders. Thankfully, I am on the side of giving in this instance, and I hope 
to always be so.”

1221
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