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How Was
Your Chag?

Here's an attempt to summarize the Jeru-
salem Shavuot experience, 5782.

To see tens of thousands learning Torah
in the middle of the night. In lectures,
learningin a group
or with a partner,
in saying the tra-
ditional Shavuot
Tikkun. Not to
mention  more
than a few parents
and children who
simply are sit-
ting and learning
together until one
of them falls asleep (which was generally
not the child...).

To see tens of thousands of people flow-
ing to the Western Wall at five o'clock in the
morning. They poured out of all the neigh-
borhoods and alleyways and overflowed
the Kotel plaza with emotional early morn-
ing prayers. As I was going down the steps
leading to the Kotel and the throng below
was revealed, a woman next to me asked
in astonishment: "Is it like this every year?
I am already 30 years old, so how is it that
I never knew about this?".

To see the night disappear and the sun
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come up. I do not remember the last time
I was so privileged. To disconnect from
my cell phone for two consecutive days.
I do not remember the last time I was so
privileged.

To be silent for a moment and to hear
the different prayer services, the varying
styles, the piyutim (liturgical poems), the
Hallel songs, Megillat Ruth, the Ten Com-
madments. And to
read the words in
the prayer book
that define this
unique festival:
"the time of the
giving

of our Torah."

To meet tour-
ists from Israel
but mostly from
abroad who are returning to Jerusalem.
To hear from them that there is no room
available in any of the city's hotels, baruch
HaShem. Welcome. We missed hearing
English and French and Spanish at the
Kotel.

To meet the many reservists that
returned from that huge IDF exercise in
Cyprus. I saw at least three of them who
returned Shavuot Eve and recited the HaG-
omel blessing on Shabbat morning after
a week away from their families, during
which time there was no possibility of call-
ing home.



To see the many security forces on guard
and also the refreshments that kind souls
were distributing to them. And to see the
distribution stations where water and food
were available to all. Thanks to whoever
bought so many colorful frozen treats and
was passing them out at Jaffa Gate. It was
amusing to see little chilldren next to adults
and bearded Chasidim, all of them walking
around with an ice pop in their hand. Per-
haps this represents the sweetness of the
Torah for everyone.

And how do we come down from all
these emotional experiences? It is said
that on Shavuot each of us must accept a
new obligation, however small, that is con-
nected with the Torah. Some positive action
to which we can surely commit ourselves.
Everyone is invited to try.

Shavua tov. ®

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper
as most popular female media personality in
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the
50 most influential Jews in the world.

ool

abaiRea

GabaiReaIEstate.corﬁ h
JLM For Sale
Border of Baka

Old Arab Style house, 160 SQM, 200 SQM garden,
2 balconies, private entrance, renovated, underfloor
heating, high ceilings, large windows, 3 exposures,
building parking.

In the Heart of Old Katamon
144 SQM duplex apartment in a small boutique
building, 5 rooms, 2.5 bathrooms, parking storage,

beautifully renovated, Succah balcony,
Shabbat Elevator. Close to Emek Refaim!

EFRAT, Morit

300 SQM Villa for rent with large outdoor area,
renovated interior, 7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, large
balcony, American style kitchen, office, excellent
family home! Asking: 12,000 NIS

RECHAVIA, Metudela

Renovated 100 SQM penthouse, 3 large bedrooms,
2 baths, succah balcony, roof access, quiet street,
close to wolfson center! Asking: NIS 8,500

CITY CENTER, Jtower
Renovated 100 SQM, 3 beds, 2 baths, balcony, parking,
storage, 24/7 guard and more! Asking: 8,500 NIS
Mishkanot Haumah

90 SQM apartment, 3 rooms, 2 bathrooms, easy access,
smart home, AC, parking, storage, excllent condition.
Asking: NIS 7,000

RECHAVIA, Narkis Street
Spacious 150 SQM penthouse, 70 SQM Succah
terrace, 5 rooms, 2 baths, parking, elevator, & storage.
YEMIN MOSHE, Hatikvah

Beautifully renovated house, 200 SQM, 5 rooms,
garden, balcony, fully furnished, views of old city walls!

Rentals

Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com
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