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Parshat Beha’alotcha is a pivotal parsha 
in the Torah and one of its richest.  In it 
the preparation to march to the Land is 
completed; off we go, the march begins. 
It is the pivot from the sublime to the 
practical, from the ideal to the real, from 
theory to practice. In other words: people, 
warts and all come to the fore. There is 
complaining, disappointment, pettiness, 
disputes, frustrations. It is communal life 
in Technicolor. And that is its profundity. 
You see, if we were to stop the Torah here, 
we would imagine Jewish life to be a fairy-
tale: G-d promised the Land, sweeps us 
out of slavery, gives us the Torah, wants 
to dwell in our midst, creates a place of 
rendezvous of man and G-d, gives us 

KI TEITZEI days to meet with Him, and instructs us 
in choreographed detail how to march in 
life with Him.  Beautiful. Then we would 
look at our lives – feeling parched, distant, 
chaotic – where is He, where is the order, 
the choreography, the Mikdash? We could 
feel the Torah is a fairytale, of living with 
G-d in a way we are unfamiliar. But then 
there is Beha’alotcha and the rest of Bam-
idbar. As if G-d says: I have shown you the 
ideal. And I know full well your complexi-
ties. I expect some of you to be dissatisfied, 
bored, jealous, resentful. Skeptical, cau-
tious, weak. Man is very very complex. I, 
G-d says, know that perfectly well: I made 
you that way.  Your job as a people is to 
figure out a way to live reaching for the 
ideal while living all the complexity that 
man is: all the differences, the divisions, 
the struggles, the talents, the weaknesses 
and the aspirations.  Beha’alotcha assures 
us that the ideal is to aspire to, while the 
real is to manage.  

1st aliya  (Bamidbar 8:1-14) 
Aharon is instructed to light the 
Menorah. The instructions con-

cerning how the Leviim are to be purified 
and inaugurated through immersion and 
offerings are given. In so doing the Leviim 
are to be separated to be Mine.

These are the last verses of communal, 
national preparation to march to the Land.  
The Leviim are to serve the Kohanim.

2nd aliya (8:15-26) The Leviim 
are to replace the first-born 
who are Mine after the plague 

of the first-born. The Leviim are to assist 
the Kohanim in maintaining the sanctity of 
the Mikdash. They are inaugurated and 
purified. They are to serve from ages 25-50, 
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but not to do the offerings.
Just as for the Kohanim and for the 

leaders, the ceremony of inauguration 
impresses on the Leviim that their special 
status is not mere privilege; it is service of 
the people, and service of G-d. A sense of 
entitlement or of privilege is the poison of 
communal life; a sense of service, its elixir.

3rd aliya (9:1-14) Moshe 
instructs the people to do the 
Pesach in the first month of the 

second year. They do so, though some are 
unable due to their Tuma impurity. They 
query Moshe as to why they should be 
denied bringing the Pesach due to contact 
with the dead. Moshe defers to what G-d 
will tell him. He is instructed: all who are 
unable to do the Pesach in its proper time, 
due to Tuma or being distant from the Mik-
dash, may do it in the second month.

Even though the book of Bamidbar 
began on Rosh Chodesh of the 2nd month 
in the 2nd year, we have here a description 
of the first Pesach observed after leav-
ing Egypt, which is on the 14th of the 1st 
month. Seems to be out of order. And the 
description of all the leaders’ offerings in 
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overnight, or a few days or a month.  The 
people encamped and traveled by Divine 
signal.  Moshe was instructed to make 2 sil-
ver trumpets.  When both were sounded, 
the people were to gather; when just 1, the 
leaders would gather. A teruah would sig-
nal to travel; tekia, to gather. In wartime, 
sound a teruah; on holidays and joyful 
occasions, sound a tekiah.

This aliya poetically describes Jewish 
travel: guided by the Divine, while called by 
the trumpets. It is the Divine-human part-
nership. He calls; we call. So while guided 
by G-d, it is we who manage the people.  
And that foreshadows all that is to come; 
the messy business of managing people.  

5th aliya  (10:11-34) On the 20th 
of the 2nd month the cloud lifted; 
the people traveled from the 

desert of Sinai to the desert of Paran. The 
camp traveled just as had been instructed; 
each tribe in its designated position.  Moshe 
asked his father-in-law Chovev (Yitro) to 
travel with them, for his insight would be 
valuable. He demurred, returning to his 
land. They traveled for 3 days.

The march to the land of Israel begins.  
And Moshe is well aware of its challenges.  
While he is unique in the workings of the 
Divine, his father in law Yitro has shown 
how masterful he is in the workings of 
the people. He desperately wants Yitro’s 
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Naso occurred on the first days of the 1st 
month. But the out of order is deliberate, 
for it wants to juxtapose the beginning of 
the March with the uncertainty of Moshe 
and Pesach. The theme of our book is the 
march to the Land of Israel. The leaders’ 
offerings display their self-perception: we 
are servants of G-d, not self-serving. So too 
the bringing of the Pesach. We are all, all 
of us, servants of G-d, not self-serving. And 
the inquiry to Moshe from those who are 
impure is dramatic foreshadowing. Even 
though everything has fallen into place per-
fectly – the camp is set, the Mishkan in the 
middle, the leaders altruistic, the people 
dedicated – but get ready. Because things 
unexpected are, well, to be expected. All 
the planning in the world cannot avoid the 
expected unexpected of life. And that is the 
powerful theme of the rest of this parsha, 
foreshadowed by the uncertainty of how to 
accommodate the impure and their Pesach.  
Things are going to happen that you just 
didn’t expect.

4th aliya (9:15-10:10) The cloud 
descended on the Mishkan by 
day; by night it appeared as a 

fire.  When it lifted, the people traveled; 
where it settled, the people settled.  It could 
remain in place for a long time or just 
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guidance in managing the inevitable, the 
expected unexpected. Although Moshe 
knows the challenges of life that await 
him, even he is surprised at how quickly 
the challenges of human foibles arise.

6th aliya (10:35-11:29) Moshe 
would pray upon travel: G-d, 
disperse Your enemies. And 

upon rest: Return the myriads. The people 
complained, angering both G-d and Moshe, 
a fire burning on the camp’s edge. They 
called to Moshe, Moshe prayed and the fire 
abated. A group amongst them cried for 
meat, recalling the fish and produce they 
ate freely of in Egypt: We are parched with 
just this Manna. G-d and Moshe were 
angry. Moshe complained: am I to hold 
them like a baby? Where am I to find meat 
to feed them all? I cannot bear them alone.  
G-d responded:  gather 70 elders. I will give 
them some of your spirit and they will 
assist you. And I will provide meat. G-d’s 
spirit flowed to the 70 elders; Eldad and 
Medad continued to prophecy.  

Here begins the rest of the book of Bam-
idbar: the pivot from the ideal world of 
Divine guidance to the real world of human 
complexity. The first complaint comes fast; 
and we aren’t even told what they are 
complaining about. Because life will never 
be satisfying to everyone. The second 
complaint, the complaint for meat is the 
dissatisfaction of the Manna. It is boredom. 
Desire for pleasure, for colour and variety.  
Though an obvious distortion of reality: is 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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the grass of Egypt really greener, was Egypt 
truly so pleasant? G-d will provide the 
meat. The elders will provide assistance.  
But as for the burden of cuddling the infant 
that Moshe feels he has been unfairly bur-
dened with? As my friend Shmuel Goldin 
points out: that, Moshe, is what leadership 
is. Assisting the people as their nurse? That 
is the lot of the leader.  You’ll need to learn 
that on your own.

7th aliya (11:30-12:16) A wind 
brought quail, covering the 
earth. The place was called Kiv-

rot Hataava. Miriam and Aharon spoke ill 
of Moshe’s wife; Moshe was the humblest 
of all people. G-d spoke to Moshe, Aharon 
and Miriam, calling to Aharon and Miriam.  
I speak to you in dreams: not so to Moshe.  
He I speak to face to face. Miriam became 
leprous. Moshe prayed for her healing.  

The complaints continue; this time from 
an unexpected source, Aharon and Mir-
iam. This challenge is brief but powerful.  
The challenges, conflicts, disagreements 
that arise in life are not to be seen as 
pettiness and weakness alone. Even the 
greatest of the great of our people can have 
disagreements with our leaders. That is a 

crucial perspective on all the challenges 
to come; human beings will never be free 
of disagreement or challenge. It is not just 
lusting for meat. It is even the holiest of the 
holy who legitimately, but here incorrectly, 
question our most holy of leaders. 

HAFTORAH BEHA’ALOTCHA 
ZECHARIAH 2:14 - 4:7

The highlight of the haftorah describes 
the beautiful golden Menorah in the Beit 
Hamikdash. This parallels the Menorah 
mentioned at the opening of the parsha, 
which was lit daily by Aharon, the Kohen 
Gadol.

The vision comes to Zechariah prior to 
the building of the second Beit Hamikdash. 
We are able to get a sense from the word-
ing in this passage of the great joy that will 
prevail with God’s presence returning to 
Jerusalem.

The Almighty also speaks of the great 
reward that will be given to Yehoshua, the 
first Kohen Gadol to serve in the second 
Beit Hamikdash, if he and his descendants 
follow the directives of the Torah. The ulti-
mate reward is, “Behold! I will bring My 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“And the man Moshe was very humble above all the men that were upon the face of the earth.” (12:3)
והאיש משה ענו מאד מכל האדם אשר על פני האדמה )יב:ג(

The great Rabbi Yisrael from Salant (The Salanter Rebbe 1810-1883) who established the Mussar Move-
ment in Lita points out that the Pasuk is written in the present tense. The description of Moshe is not written 
when he is retired or nearing the end of his services, when his actions or influence upon people may have 
been less felt. Rather, this description of Moshe is at his prime, in the middle of the Torah, where Hashem 
refers to him as “very humble” the humblest ever. To Moshe’s merit, he does not take these words to heart. 
He does not let it go to his head and begins to become haughty.

Rav Yisrael Salanter felt this was the true message from Moshe Rabbeinu –  he attained the highest level 
of humility. 

Shabbat Shalom



OU ISRAEL CENTER         11

5 mitzvot; 3 positives, 2 prohibitions. 
To illustrate the "lopsided" distribution of mitzvot in 
the Torah, B'haalot'cha has more mitzvot than 28 other 
sedras, and fewer mitzvot than 25 sedras. Only 5 mitzv-
ot and it's in the top half. 

MITZVOT

STATS

36th of the 54 sedras; 3rd of 10 in Bamidbar
Written on 240 lines, ranks 10 
16 Parshiyot; 11 open, 5 closed 
One of the parshiyot )a S'TUMA( is separated from the 
parshiyot before and after it by more than blank space 
)as is usual( - namely, backwards NUNs. Consequently, 
it is the "loneliest", most isolated of all parshiyot in the 
Torah 
136 p'sukim, ranks 11th, 4th in Bamidbar
1840 words, ranks 12th, 3rd in Bamidbar
7055 letters, ranks 12th, 4th in Bamidbar

servant, the Shoot,” an allusion to Mashi-
ach, the Shoot of David.

The prophet then describes the actual 
seven-branched Menorah that he is able to 
discern in a prophecy. Its deeper meaning 
is to be understood in the following way: 
“Not by military force and not by physical 
strength, but by My Spirit…” The light of 
the Menorah represents the power of the 
Mashiach to fulfill his task and bring good-
ness and light to the world. 
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