In Parshat Beha’alotcha we encoun-
ter Bnei Yisrael complaining about their
lack of delicacies. They crave meat. They
declare
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“We remember the fish that we ate in
Egypt free of charge, the cucumbers, the
watermelons, the leeks, the onions, and the
garlic. But now, our bodies are dried out, for
there is nothing at all; we have nothing but
manna to look at.” (Bamidbar11:5-6).

It is a bit strange that they are longing
for the food they ate in Egypt as slaves.
One would have thought that the meals
they were provided were not of such high
quality. Furthermore, Bnei Yisrael were
provided with the mann in the mid-
bar, gifted by God. The gemara tells
us in Yoma (75), that
the taste of the mann
essentially resembled
the flavor one desired. It
could taste like meat or fish.
If so, then why did
the people feel
as if they lacked

24 TORAH TIDBITS 1471 / BEHA'ALOTCHA 5782

RABBI SHALOM
m Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

sufficient sustenance? If they yearned for

fish, all they had to do was think of fish

when they ate the mann and they would
enjoy the taste of fish. What exactly were
they lacking?

The Nachlat Tzvi offers an explanation
based on a close reading of the pasuk. The
complaint of the people is that they “have
nothing but manna to look at” -7 7173 'n
1y 1pa. True they may taste a savory steak
or fine fish. The issue was, as top chef’s
put it: “it’s all about the presentation.” All
they saw before their eyes was the mann
and not the texture of fish or steak. As the
gemara in Yoma 74b states that a blind per-
son is never satiated because he does not
see his food.

The flaw of the people was their tunnel
vision in the desert. They did not recog-
nize the amazing gift they were granted
by God. The miraculous mann
provided all the neces-



nutrition and chazal tell us that it did not
even turn into waste. The nation’s short-
sightedness led them to focus on what was
directly in front of them rather than fully
appreciate the greater picture.

In a similar light, Rav Asher Weiss in his
commentary on zemirot L’shabbat, cites
the Klozenberg Rebbe who interprets the
words J11un pyawl — we should be sati-
ated from your goodness. When we recite
these words in benching, we are not only
thanking Hashem for all he has provided,
but requesting that Hashem enable us to
recognize all the goodness that He bestows
upon us. Only after we recognize that it is
all from Hashem, we will be satiated. We
have to “see”, understand and comprehend
that it was provided by God and only then
will we be able to appreciate it fully and be
satiated.

Unfortunately, people take things for
granted and do not always recognize the
effort another invested, or that it is all com-
ing from Above. May we learn a lesson from
those that complained about the mann in
the midbar. Always see the bigger picture
and appreciate all our blessings. Perhaps
that is why the mann is described as a crys-
tal n717120 w2 — so we can see through its
appearance and appreciate its essence.
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Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!

On the exquisite Elcharizi St., Rechavia, new project, new
280m penthouse, 100m terraces, finishes and layout according
to buyer requests! DEBORAH-054-4804767

FOR RENT- In Baka, unique new penthouse 200m, boutique
2 family building, private elevator, 5 rooms, high ceilings,
modern & beautiful views, succah terraces

MAYA- 054-6650184

For Serious clients only! In the Orient Hotel, unique 280m
apartment on one level with large succah terrace, top standard,
all furnished, 7 rooms, all facilities of the hotel, pool, spa
DEBORAH-054-4804767

Private house on private plot for sale in the best street
in Rechavia! 750m plot, house built of 350m with additional
building rights!! DEBORAH-054-4804767

In a small lane of Old Katamon, Unique Garden apartment
of 250m on one level + 700m private garden, authentic
building, full of charm, high ceilings, wine cellar, very quiet,
amust! DEBORAH-054-4804767

In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden apartment
with private entrance, 250m with private garden, parking,
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartment building-
MAYA- 054-6650184

Rechavia, Unique Ben Maimon St. Beautiful Garden
apartment, 200m on one level, private entrance, high ceilings,
small authentic building, private landscaped garden,

private parking DEBORAH — 054-4804767

Best location in Talbieh - magnificent new penthouse 300m
in an authentic small building, top standard, double height
ceilings, 7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private roof terrace
120m, panoramic views, private elevator, private parking-
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

AuthenticMansion on a dead-end St., German Colony - 1150m
plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, additional
building rights to add 2 more floors- DEBORAH- 054-
4804767

On a small lane of Baka, beautiful 190m penthouse,
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat
elevator - MAYA - 054-6650184
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