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to follow the ways of Hashem. 
There is nothing like a bunch of complain-

ers to set the ball rolling and lower morale. 
Indeed, it really was of no consequence as 
to the nature of the complaint. These peo-
ple had come for the ride, as it were, with 
no intention of keeping the Torah. Unfor-
tunately, no one intervened to catch the fly 
in the works before the damage was done. 
And so the Almighty sent a fire to consume 
the troublemakers or, alternatively, the 
prominent members among them who 
should have nipped the complaints in the 

bud (Rashi).
This episode seems to have 

aroused not only the anger 
of Hashem but also the 
ire of the people who now 
wept in sympathy with the 
punished individuals. And 
now, the people as an entity 
murmured against Moshe, 
arguing that they missed 
the food in Egypt and hun-
gered for meat to replace the 

Manna. Moreover, with wailing and Chutz-
pah, the people hankered after the fish they 
“received freely in Egypt” (Bemidbar 11:5) 
–  even though it was unlikely offered to the 
Hebrew slaves! 

The point of the vexed protesters was that 
in Egypt, their food was supplied without 
the burden of heavenly demands; why now 
should their sustenance depend on obeying 
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When the 
Optimist 
Turns 
Pessimist

Was Moshe an optimist? – That is the 
question. The pessimist argues that it can’t 
get worse, and the optimist says, “Oh yes, it 
can!” So, let us look at our Parsha to answer 
the question. The first part 
of the narrative describes 
the aftermath of the various 
tasks and ceremonies associ-
ated with the Mishkan. 

Things looked good. And 
in the middle of the Parsha, 
we see Moshe optimistically 
imploring Hashem that 
when the Aron Habrit 
embarked on its journey, 
our enemies be dispersed, 
and when the Ark was at rest, the Eternal 
return to the myriads of Israel.   

But then, the troubles began for Moshe. 
People at the edge of the camp started com-
plaining. About what is not clear. Rashi 
indicates that these people were the Eirev 
Rav, the mixed multitude that joined the 
people during the Exodus. Not of our kin, 
they were looking for pretexts not to have 
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Hashem’s commandments?
All this commotion was too much for 

Moshe. Now, he, too, complains – but to 
Hashem. How much worse can it get? The 
burden is too much for him to bear. He 
takes things personally and despairs to the 
point of self-mortification.

How the mighty have fallen! How lack of 
gratitude and appreciation can lead us on 
the road to disaster. How consorting with 
the wrong types can turn our heads. How 
an inappropriate word or two can twist our 
minds and rattle along like wildfire. How 
easily positive thinking can be overturned 
with painful results. These are but sev-
eral lessons that even the most optimistic 
among us might take to heart. 
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Bridge the Gap
Sending a child to Israel for the year? 

Give them the support they need.

Dr. Alex Bailey
is a Jerusalem/Modi’in based clinical 
psychologist specializing in teens and 
young adults. Since making aliya three 
years ago, he has worked with dozens 
of gap year students at yeshivot 

and midrashot, helping them manage this year of 
independence, questioning, transition, and growth.  
Dr. Bailey provides parents with peace-of-mind that 
their children have the support they need to bridge 
their gap year successfully.

DR. BAILEY ALSO SEES COUPLES,  
FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS AGE 16+ 
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JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!


