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I am a resident of Modi’in and the munic-
ipality is currently expanding the road and 
planting flowers and trees alongside it. 
Since I pay municipal taxes, public land is 
also mine to a certain extent. Am I violating 
shemitah? Was heter mechi-
rah employed?

Answer:
Heter mechirah was 

never meant for garden-
ing, rather for agricultural 
purposes. Unfortunately, 
few municipalities in Israel 
decided to plant during 
this shemitah. To minimize 
shemitah violation in such 
places it is preferable to 
sell the land, but this is not 
optimal. We checked with 
the rabbanut of Modi’in, 
who told us that the municipality sold 
its land to a non-Jew and that only non-
Jews are involved in planting activities.  
The basic guidelines during renovations is 
wait until after shemitah to plant trees and 

flowers. Note that also filling in soil after 
renovation is problematic, since it prepares 
the ground for future planting. Our instruc-
tions lechatchilah are to lay soil but save 
10–30 cm, which should be filled in after 

shemitah or to fill in the 
upper 30 cm with material 
that is not fit for planting, 
such as gravel. After shem-
itah the gravel can be 
removed and replaced with 
soil.

Am I transgressing 
shemitah if the munici-
pality is?

Rabbi Moshe Sternbach 
in Teshuvot Vehanhagot 
(5:305, 5765) relates that 
the Chazon Ish warned the 
gardener of the Bene Berak 

municipality that if he performs forbidden 
work in the city’s gardens, all of the city’s 
residents will be violating shemitah since 
(1) public land also belongs to residents and 
(2) the municipality cares for the gardens 
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on their behalf. However, continues Rabbi 
Sternbach, if an individual protests and 
declares that he is against these forbidden 
activities, he does not transgress shemitah 
prohibitions. Rabbi Nissin Karelitz (Chut 
Hashani) writes similarly. 

In conclusion: Complain to the Urban 
Improvement Department (SHEFA) or the 
municipality. It is best to also petition to 
religious council members and the city 
rabbi. After you protested the violation, 
you are no longer held accountable and 
are not considered violating shemitah 
prohibitions. 

In cases where the municipality per-
formed heter mechirah, such as Modi’in, it 
seems there is not a need to protest (even 
those who do not rely on heter mechirah) 
since the municipality relies on rabbis who 
are lenient. 

DAN NATURMAN
IAN LARA

JIM COLLITON
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 MODIIN Mon, June 20, Einan Theater (Azrieli) 8:30pm
  JERUSALEM Tue, June 21, Gerard Behar Theater 8:00pm (new location)
     BEIT SHEMESH Thu, June 23, Matnas Zinman Theater 8:30pm (new location)
       GUSH ETZION Sat, June 25, Heichal Hatarbut 9:30pm
              TEL AVIV Sun, June 26, ZOA House 8:30pm
                      RAANANA Tue, June 28, Mishkan Theater 8:30pm
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Philip Stein & Associates was established in 1979 to serve

employees of the US Army Corps of Engineers who were building the 

Negev airbases. Today, the firm– which has offices in Jerusalem, Beit 

Shemesh and Ramat Gan– specializes in US tax services and addresses 

the particular needs of:

• US citizens living in Israel

• Israelis establishing businesses in the US

• Israelis and US citizens investing in US real estate

• Israeli citizens on relocation to the US

We pride ourselves on finding innovative solutions for our clients’ US 

tax needs utilizing our expertise and detailed knowledge of both US 

and Israeli tax law.  At Philip Stein & Associates, we build long-lasting 

relationships with our Individual, Partnership, Trust, and Corporate clients 

through trust, reliability and excellent customer service.  At our core, we 

care for our clients and are proud to say that we’ve been serving many 

of our clients for many generations.

Our seasoned team is well versed in adapting to the ever-changing tax 

environment, and our warm and friendly atmosphere is felt by all who 

visit our offices. 

We have curated a network of specialists who share our values of 

top quality service and solution oriented approach.  Working in close 

partnership, we seamlessly deliver peace of mind for our clients, 

regardless of the nuance or complexity involved.

If you’d like to get to know us better, please contact Michele at Michele@

pstein.com, 02-644-4023.

our firm
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OUR HI-TECH AND  
CORPORATE GROUP
Our Hi-Tech & Corporate Group 

specializes in providing invaluable 

advice on US tax matters to Israeli 

start-ups. Our clients range from 

companies just starting out in the 

US, to well-established entities 

with various operations in many 

states.  We have consistently 

delivered significant tax savings 

to our clients and have guided 

close to 20 Israeli startups in 

forming new US companies 

to expand operations into the 

United States.

Our team of experienced 

professionals allow Israel’s Hi-

Tech companies to thrive in the 

international arena, this includes 

assisting in successfully closing 

M&A transactions with market 

leaders such as; Facebook, Intel, 

EMC, Dropbox, VMware, and St. 

Jude Medical.

SOME OF OUR CURRENT AND PAST SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
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