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Chag Matan Torah has two 
elements that make up the 
special day: receiving the 
Torah and giving bikkurim. 
In place of giving korbanot 

in the Beit HaMikdash, we use our mouths 
to sing praises to HaKadosh Baruch Hu for 
giving us the sweetness of Torah to guide 
and enrich our lives. I therefore will take 
this opportunity to share my gratitude to 
the Borei Olam for the wonderful gifts I 
experienced during Shavuot in which I feel 
I was able to maximize both elements of 
the chag. 

Shavuot gives parents, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, and friends the perfect 
opportunity to fulfill our obligation of 
learning Torah and teaching our children. 
Over the last 21 years in my various roles in 
the OU and within my own community in 
Giv’at Ze’ev, my Shavuot experiences con-
sisted of teaching Torah to kids, teens and 
adults of all ages, usually pulling me away 
from my own learning and learning with 
my children. 

When I worked for NCSY in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, I would fly in Rabbi 
Yitzchak Feigenbaum from Toronto to give 
shiurim at Schara Tzedeck for the 90 or so 
NCSY teens who came to celebrate Matan 
Torah. 

Since moving back to Eretz Yisrael, my 
family spent the last 15 years creating pro-
grams for our community in Giv’at Ze’ev. 
Giving shiurim to Anglos in the area at 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

the homes of Harvey and Rivka Woolf and 
Michael and Joyce Vogel and hosting Bnei 
Akiva and Bnei Akiva Bogrim for various 
learning programs throughout the night 
in our home. For the most part, my wife 
and I were able to create programming that 
aligned with the ages of each of our kids, 
so that we wouldn’t lose the opportunity to 
learn with our children during the course 
of Shavuot. 

This past Shavuot was therefore a unique 
experience for my family. With a Bat Mitz-
vah and a wedding coming up and the 
fact that my in laws often ask us to come 
to them, we thought now would be the 
perfect opportunity to do Kibbud Av V’Em 
and spend the chag with them in Har Nof. 
Since I am not usually in Yerushalayim for 
Shavuot, I wanted to take advantage of the 
opportunity to be at the OU Israel Center 
for our leil Shavuot program generously 
sponsored by Rabbi Nachman and Feiga 
Kahana. 

Recognizing the importance of maxi-
mizing the opportunities that leil Shavuot 
offers, I had to find a way to adapt my 
Shavuot plans so I would have time to learn 
with my kids. Luckily, my nine year old son 
Mordechai was a trooper and agreed to join 
me late Shabbat afternoon on the long walk 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

 משפחת או יו ישראל משתתפת
 בצערה של יעל האופטמן ומשפחתה במות

 אביה ז"ל
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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the chorus of voices as we delved into the 
beauty of Torah. While I was concerned 
at first that the noise would prove too dis-
tracting for Mordechai, our learning was 
the most intense it ever was. 

This Shavuot, I was not only given the 
opportunity to teach Torah at the OU Israel 
Center to Anglos looking for a meaningful 
night of learning, but I was also able to ful-
fill the mitzvah of chinuch ha’banim and 
reach new depths of Torah learning with 
my sons. May this summer be filled with 
joyful Torah learning, health and happiness 
for all of Am Yisrael. Be’ezrat HaShem, may 
we celebrate Shavuot next year united with 
all members of Am Yisrael, and walk beside 
one another as we head towards the Beit 
HaMikdash HaShlishi, bringing bikkurim 
and korbanot of our own. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat,

P.S. - For obvious reasons there are no 
pictures to add this week.

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

from Har Nof to the OU Israel Center, after 
which we planned to learn with his broth-
ers, Tzvi Yehudah and Yechezkel, in their 
respective yeshivot, Merkaz HaRav and 
Yashlatz. 

After a wonderful JCHAT (Jerusalem 
Community Hub for Anglos and Torah) 
dinner during which attendees had the 
opportunity to meet one another and 
form meaningful connections, I opened up 
the evening’s shiurim, followed by Rabbi 
Moshe Hauer (EVP of the OU), and a line-up 
of great speakers. While I wasn’t able to 
stay for the full program, I can assure you 
that the OU Israel team worked tirelessly 
throughout the evening to provide attend-
ees with a powerful night of learning. The 
main hall was packed from wall to wall, 
and our team was busy providing and 
replenishing refreshments and guiding 
new visitors.

Before Mordechai and I left for Kiryat 
Moshe, I took a moment to appreciate how 
full the OU Israel Center was. It’s hard to 
believe how empty the halls were during 
Covid-19, and I felt an overwhelming sense 
of gratitude to HaKadosh Baruch Hu for the 
miracle that was unfolding before our eyes. 
As Mordechai and I made our way back to 
Kiryat Moshe, we found ourselves walk-
ing beside Am Yisrael as our fellow Jews 
flooded every street we walked, many on 
their way to the Kotel, to celebrate the gift 
of Torah. 

Once we arrived at Merkaz HaRav, my 
night of learning with my boys took me to 
new heights. The beit midrash was roar-
ing with the sounds of hundreds of people 
learning Torah. The passion around us 
was palpable, and we were able to join in 

OU Israel extends a hearty 

Mazal Tov to 
Rabbi Avi & Pnina Berman

and family 
on the occasion of 

Tzofia Chana's Bat Mitzvah

Mazel Tov to grandparents  
Fyvie & Rachel Leah Berman  
and Alex & Danielle Kuflik
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

Parshat Beha’alotcha is a pivotal parsha 
in the Torah and one of its richest.  In it 
the preparation to march to the Land is 
completed; off we go, the march begins. 
It is the pivot from the sublime to the 
practical, from the ideal to the real, from 
theory to practice. In other words: people, 
warts and all come to the fore. There is 
complaining, disappointment, pettiness, 
disputes, frustrations. It is communal life 
in Technicolor. And that is its profundity. 
You see, if we were to stop the Torah here, 
we would imagine Jewish life to be a fairy-
tale: G-d promised the Land, sweeps us 
out of slavery, gives us the Torah, wants 
to dwell in our midst, creates a place of 
rendezvous of man and G-d, gives us 

KI TEITZEI days to meet with Him, and instructs us 
in choreographed detail how to march in 
life with Him.  Beautiful. Then we would 
look at our lives – feeling parched, distant, 
chaotic – where is He, where is the order, 
the choreography, the Mikdash? We could 
feel the Torah is a fairytale, of living with 
G-d in a way we are unfamiliar. But then 
there is Beha’alotcha and the rest of Bam-
idbar. As if G-d says: I have shown you the 
ideal. And I know full well your complexi-
ties. I expect some of you to be dissatisfied, 
bored, jealous, resentful. Skeptical, cau-
tious, weak. Man is very very complex. I, 
G-d says, know that perfectly well: I made 
you that way.  Your job as a people is to 
figure out a way to live reaching for the 
ideal while living all the complexity that 
man is: all the differences, the divisions, 
the struggles, the talents, the weaknesses 
and the aspirations.  Beha’alotcha assures 
us that the ideal is to aspire to, while the 
real is to manage.  

1st aliya  (Bamidbar 8:1-14) 
Aharon is instructed to light the 
Menorah. The instructions con-

cerning how the Leviim are to be purified 
and inaugurated through immersion and 
offerings are given. In so doing the Leviim 
are to be separated to be Mine.

These are the last verses of communal, 
national preparation to march to the Land.  
The Leviim are to serve the Kohanim.

2nd aliya (8:15-26) The Leviim 
are to replace the first-born 
who are Mine after the plague 

of the first-born. The Leviim are to assist 
the Kohanim in maintaining the sanctity of 
the Mikdash. They are inaugurated and 
purified. They are to serve from ages 25-50, 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

BEHA'ALOTCHA

A generous donation has been made  
to Yachad in memory of  

a very dear friend
אסתר מרים בת שרה ויעקב ע"ה

Ellie Goldstein a"h
on her 1st yahrzeit - 29 Iyar

I will treasure our friendship forever
Mel David

שתהא נשמתה צרורה בצרור החיים
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but not to do the offerings.
Just as for the Kohanim and for the 

leaders, the ceremony of inauguration 
impresses on the Leviim that their special 
status is not mere privilege; it is service of 
the people, and service of G-d. A sense of 
entitlement or of privilege is the poison of 
communal life; a sense of service, its elixir.

3rd aliya (9:1-14) Moshe 
instructs the people to do the 
Pesach in the first month of the 

second year. They do so, though some are 
unable due to their Tuma impurity. They 
query Moshe as to why they should be 
denied bringing the Pesach due to contact 
with the dead. Moshe defers to what G-d 
will tell him. He is instructed: all who are 
unable to do the Pesach in its proper time, 
due to Tuma or being distant from the Mik-
dash, may do it in the second month.

Even though the book of Bamidbar 
began on Rosh Chodesh of the 2nd month 
in the 2nd year, we have here a description 
of the first Pesach observed after leav-
ing Egypt, which is on the 14th of the 1st 
month. Seems to be out of order. And the 
description of all the leaders’ offerings in 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

In memory of  our beloved parents, 
grandparents and great-grandparents

Dr Charles Cohen z"l
ישעיה יצחק בן מנדל אריה הלוי ושרה ז"ל

Sixth yahrzeit - נפטר יד סיון תשע "ו
and

Elaine Zimmerman a"h
 עלקא ג'אנה בת חיים שלום הכהן

ודרייזע גענעשע ע"ה
Ninth Yahrzeit - נפטרה ט"ז סיון תשע"ג

The Zimmerman family
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overnight, or a few days or a month.  The 
people encamped and traveled by Divine 
signal.  Moshe was instructed to make 2 sil-
ver trumpets.  When both were sounded, 
the people were to gather; when just 1, the 
leaders would gather. A teruah would sig-
nal to travel; tekia, to gather. In wartime, 
sound a teruah; on holidays and joyful 
occasions, sound a tekiah.

This aliya poetically describes Jewish 
travel: guided by the Divine, while called by 
the trumpets. It is the Divine-human part-
nership. He calls; we call. So while guided 
by G-d, it is we who manage the people.  
And that foreshadows all that is to come; 
the messy business of managing people.  

5th aliya  (10:11-34) On the 20th 
of the 2nd month the cloud lifted; 
the people traveled from the 

desert of Sinai to the desert of Paran. The 
camp traveled just as had been instructed; 
each tribe in its designated position.  Moshe 
asked his father-in-law Chovev (Yitro) to 
travel with them, for his insight would be 
valuable. He demurred, returning to his 
land. They traveled for 3 days.

The march to the land of Israel begins.  
And Moshe is well aware of its challenges.  
While he is unique in the workings of the 
Divine, his father in law Yitro has shown 
how masterful he is in the workings of 
the people. He desperately wants Yitro’s 

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

Naso occurred on the first days of the 1st 
month. But the out of order is deliberate, 
for it wants to juxtapose the beginning of 
the March with the uncertainty of Moshe 
and Pesach. The theme of our book is the 
march to the Land of Israel. The leaders’ 
offerings display their self-perception: we 
are servants of G-d, not self-serving. So too 
the bringing of the Pesach. We are all, all 
of us, servants of G-d, not self-serving. And 
the inquiry to Moshe from those who are 
impure is dramatic foreshadowing. Even 
though everything has fallen into place per-
fectly – the camp is set, the Mishkan in the 
middle, the leaders altruistic, the people 
dedicated – but get ready. Because things 
unexpected are, well, to be expected. All 
the planning in the world cannot avoid the 
expected unexpected of life. And that is the 
powerful theme of the rest of this parsha, 
foreshadowed by the uncertainty of how to 
accommodate the impure and their Pesach.  
Things are going to happen that you just 
didn’t expect.

4th aliya (9:15-10:10) The cloud 
descended on the Mishkan by 
day; by night it appeared as a 

fire.  When it lifted, the people traveled; 
where it settled, the people settled.  It could 
remain in place for a long time or just 

Thank youThank you
to all the dedicated staff, contributors 

and distributors of this wonderful 
publication on your 30th anniversary.

Charlie & Vivienne Simenoff (Netanya)
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guidance in managing the inevitable, the 
expected unexpected. Although Moshe 
knows the challenges of life that await 
him, even he is surprised at how quickly 
the challenges of human foibles arise.

6th aliya (10:35-11:29) Moshe 
would pray upon travel: G-d, 
disperse Your enemies. And 

upon rest: Return the myriads. The people 
complained, angering both G-d and Moshe, 
a fire burning on the camp’s edge. They 
called to Moshe, Moshe prayed and the fire 
abated. A group amongst them cried for 
meat, recalling the fish and produce they 
ate freely of in Egypt: We are parched with 
just this Manna. G-d and Moshe were 
angry. Moshe complained: am I to hold 
them like a baby? Where am I to find meat 
to feed them all? I cannot bear them alone.  
G-d responded:  gather 70 elders. I will give 
them some of your spirit and they will 
assist you. And I will provide meat. G-d’s 
spirit flowed to the 70 elders; Eldad and 
Medad continued to prophecy.  

Here begins the rest of the book of Bam-
idbar: the pivot from the ideal world of 
Divine guidance to the real world of human 
complexity. The first complaint comes fast; 
and we aren’t even told what they are 
complaining about. Because life will never 
be satisfying to everyone. The second 
complaint, the complaint for meat is the 
dissatisfaction of the Manna. It is boredom. 
Desire for pleasure, for colour and variety.  
Though an obvious distortion of reality: is 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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David & Brenda Mandelzweig  

and family on the birth of a granddaughter
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the grass of Egypt really greener, was Egypt 
truly so pleasant? G-d will provide the 
meat. The elders will provide assistance.  
But as for the burden of cuddling the infant 
that Moshe feels he has been unfairly bur-
dened with? As my friend Shmuel Goldin 
points out: that, Moshe, is what leadership 
is. Assisting the people as their nurse? That 
is the lot of the leader.  You’ll need to learn 
that on your own.

7th aliya (11:30-12:16) A wind 
brought quail, covering the 
earth. The place was called Kiv-

rot Hataava. Miriam and Aharon spoke ill 
of Moshe’s wife; Moshe was the humblest 
of all people. G-d spoke to Moshe, Aharon 
and Miriam, calling to Aharon and Miriam.  
I speak to you in dreams: not so to Moshe.  
He I speak to face to face. Miriam became 
leprous. Moshe prayed for her healing.  

The complaints continue; this time from 
an unexpected source, Aharon and Mir-
iam. This challenge is brief but powerful.  
The challenges, conflicts, disagreements 
that arise in life are not to be seen as 
pettiness and weakness alone. Even the 
greatest of the great of our people can have 
disagreements with our leaders. That is a 

crucial perspective on all the challenges 
to come; human beings will never be free 
of disagreement or challenge. It is not just 
lusting for meat. It is even the holiest of the 
holy who legitimately, but here incorrectly, 
question our most holy of leaders. 

HAFTORAH BEHA’ALOTCHA 
ZECHARIAH 2:14 - 4:7

The highlight of the haftorah describes 
the beautiful golden Menorah in the Beit 
Hamikdash. This parallels the Menorah 
mentioned at the opening of the parsha, 
which was lit daily by Aharon, the Kohen 
Gadol.

The vision comes to Zechariah prior to 
the building of the second Beit Hamikdash. 
We are able to get a sense from the word-
ing in this passage of the great joy that will 
prevail with God’s presence returning to 
Jerusalem.

The Almighty also speaks of the great 
reward that will be given to Yehoshua, the 
first Kohen Gadol to serve in the second 
Beit Hamikdash, if he and his descendants 
follow the directives of the Torah. The ulti-
mate reward is, “Behold! I will bring My 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“And the man Moshe was very humble above all the men that were upon the face of the earth.” (12:3)
והאיש משה ענו מאד מכל האדם אשר על פני האדמה (יב:ג)

The great Rabbi Yisrael from Salant (The Salanter Rebbe 1810-1883) who established the Mussar Move-
ment in Lita points out that the Pasuk is written in the present tense. The description of Moshe is not written 
when he is retired or nearing the end of his services, when his actions or influence upon people may have 
been less felt. Rather, this description of Moshe is at his prime, in the middle of the Torah, where Hashem 
refers to him as “very humble” the humblest ever. To Moshe’s merit, he does not take these words to heart. 
He does not let it go to his head and begins to become haughty.

Rav Yisrael Salanter felt this was the true message from Moshe Rabbeinu –  he attained the highest level 
of humility. 

Shabbat Shalom
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5 mitzvot; 3 positives, 2 prohibitions. 
To illustrate the "lopsided" distribution of mitzvot in 
the Torah, B'haalot'cha has more mitzvot than 28 other 
sedras, and fewer mitzvot than 25 sedras. Only 5 mitzv-
ot and it's in the top half. 

MITZVOT

STATS

36th of the 54 sedras; 3rd of 10 in Bamidbar
Written on 240 lines, ranks 10 
16 Parshiyot; 11 open, 5 closed 
One of the parshiyot (a S'TUMA) is separated from the 
parshiyot before and after it by more than blank space 
(as is usual) - namely, backwards NUNs. Consequently, 
it is the "loneliest", most isolated of all parshiyot in the 
Torah 
136 p'sukim, ranks 11th, 4th in Bamidbar
1840 words, ranks 12th, 3rd in Bamidbar
7055 letters, ranks 12th, 4th in Bamidbar

servant, the Shoot,” an allusion to Mashi-
ach, the Shoot of David.

The prophet then describes the actual 
seven-branched Menorah that he is able to 
discern in a prophecy. Its deeper meaning 
is to be understood in the following way: 
“Not by military force and not by physical 
strength, but by My Spirit…” The light of 
the Menorah represents the power of the 
Mashiach to fulfill his task and bring good-
ness and light to the world. 

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to
Hadassah & Steve Jacob and family  

on the Bat Mitzvah  
of their granddaughter 

Carmel Ote
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

A Candle of 
God is the 
Soul of Man

I no longer remember which Israeli art-
ist colony I was visiting. Perhaps Jaffa. But I 
will never forget the crude, almost primitive 
paintings, which were on exhibit. They were 
all very different in color, style, and size. 
They varied from somber dark browns and 
grays to tropical oranges, reds, and yellows. 
Some were very realistic, some impression-
istic, some totally abstract. One was a large 
mural. But in the corner, there were post-
card-sized miniatures. In every painting, a 
candle predominated.

The artist was obsessed with the image 
of the candle. A tall, slim candle, wax drip-
ping down its side, the wick erect, the flame 
flickering. Somehow, each candle evoked 
the picture of a person.

I made a note of the artist’s name, hoping 
that one day I would be able to afford one 
his works and would then find him, but I 
lost the scrap of paper with his name and 
address long ago.

The memory of the candles bedecking his 
workroom walls has remained with me. As 
long as I can remember, I have been fasci-
nated by candles and by their human-like 
quality. In my early teens, I was taught to 
meditate in front of a burning candle and 
to associate my meditation with the biblical 
phrase, “A candle of God is the soul of man.”

“What are some ways that human beings 
resemble candles?” This question was 
assigned to me by the old rabbi who was my 
first spiritual guide. In my early adolescence 
I was part of a group of six or seven peers 
who met with this rabbi once a month in 
a dark and, you guessed it, candlelit room.

It was our task to gaze at a burning candle 
and imagine the affinities between candles 
and men. At the end of the month, we were 
to report on our findings. 

I never returned at the end of that month. 
Without that closure, it is no wonder that I 
still reflect, fifty years later, on the resem-
blances between people and candles.

This week’s Torah portion, Parshat 

 
CHESED FUND

The Needy Await Your Support
Every day is urgent!
Please send checks to:

“CHESED YITZCHAK VESHAINDEL”
c/o Menachem Persoff

POB 36156 Romema Jerusalem
Bank Transfer? Contact Menachem

menpmp@gmail.com - 050-570-1067
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Are you looking for a warm and welcoming English-
speaking retirement community in the heart of Jerusalem?
Beit Tovei Ha’ir offers a superb quality of life for religious seniors, with 
Mehadrin food and facilities, daily shiurim, social events, and in-house 

medical care.

Come and enjoy your  
Golden Years in the 

City of Gold!

For more information please call

 Binyamin Margo  054-4465276 | www.tovei.co.il
Tovei Ha'ir - Jerusalem's Premier Retirement Community

36 Malchei Yisrael St., Jerusalem

Special offer - Choose your own Gift!*

*Choose your own Gift: 
 Either an apartment furnished with the assistance of an interior designer 

* Or * free lunches for half a year. 

Choice of  
private 

apartments

Delicious 
Mehadrin 

meals

70% English 
speakers 

Beit 
Midrash & 

Shiurim

Swimming 
pool, gym 

and spa

Rich 
cultural 
program

Medical 
care & 

security 
24/7

70%
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Beha’alotecha, speaks of the candles that 
Aaron lit in the ancient Tabernacle. The 
Bible speaks not of the “lighting of” the 
candles, but of the 
“raising up” of the 
candles. The com-
mentaries eagerly 
point out that it is 
not sufficient to 
kindle the candle; 
one must see to it 
that the flame will 
continue to burn 
on its own.

The candle 
thus becomes a 
metaphor for the 
process of teach-
ing: parent to child, or master to disciple. It 
is never sufficient to merely touch the child 
with the flame of knowledge. Rather, one 
must “raise up” the flame so that it will grow 
and will nurture the student for a long time. 
The task of the teacher is to ensure that the 
flame will continue to burn on its own, that 
knowledge will be a lifetime process.

There is another traditional Jewish saying 
which inspires me: “A little bit of light can 
dispel much darkness.” The little candle 
teaches us how much good a single person, 
or even a single act, can accomplish. It is not 
necessary for one to try to ignite powerful 
floodlights. If all that one can do is light a 
match, that paltry act can achieve unfore-
seen illumination.

Finally, there is a Talmudic dictum, “A can-
dle for one is a candle for a hundred.” There 
are certain things in life, an item of food for 
example, which can only meet the needs of 
one person. There are other things, certain 

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Musrara - 5.5 rooms, 3 bathrooms,  130m duplex, 
35m garden, private entrance, full of charm, 
Chulada Hanevia St. 4.27m shekel
Great Investment! 2 rooms under construction in 
a prime location, Shabbat elevator & Mirpeset, 
Only 1.67m shekel
For Rent- Alfasi street in Rechavia, 4 rooms, 
95m, beautifully renovated & furnished, private 
entrance, ground floor. 11,000NIS
Azza street in Rechavia, 3 rooms,  75m, great for 
young family or students, 2 floors up, 6,200NIS

054-527-9356

DIRTY AIR,
DAMP & MOLD
GREEN  
TREATMENT 
EXPERTS

- Corona Cleaning
- Deodorization
- Leak Detection Systems
- Waterproofing
- English + Hebrew Reports
- Working at heights - Insured
- Quality House Painting

QUICK FREE ESTIMATE/
ADVICE :)

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide, 

Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or  

USA 718-715-0001

There are 
things that we 
can do which 
will benefit 
not only a sin-
gle particular 
other but an 
entire group
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tools for example, which can only meet the 
needs of one person at a time. But one can-
dle can benefit the single individual who 
needs illumination, and it can shed equal 
illumination for many others in the room. 

A candle for one is a candle for a hundred.
And so it is in the human realm. There are 

things that we can do which will benefit not 
only a single particular other but an entire 
group, an entire community, an entire 
world. If we teach, for example, lessons that 
are useful practically and that are spiritu-
ally uplifting, those lessons are not limited 
to who hears them. Rather, they can benefit 
many unseen others. Intellectual accom-
plishments and religious achievements are 
candles not just for one, but for hundreds.

I have listed but three of the infinite num-
ber of ways in which the soul of man is the 
candle of God. Candle lighting symbolizes 
the teaching process; the single act can have 
massive consequences; and we can affect a 
much wider circle than we think.

The opening verses in this week’s Torah 
portion render the candle image so cen-
tral to the Tabernacle and Temple service, 
because the Torah wishes us to think about 
the candle, to meditate on it, and to discover 
for ourselves the manifold analogies which 
lie embedded in the candle image.

“Behold the candle,” the Torah exclaims. 
It is one of the oldest, and certainly one of 
the simplest, human tools. But it can be a 
metaphor for the power and the potential 
of the human soul, which is no less than the 
candle of God. 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda
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From Pain to 
Humility

David Brooks, in his bestselling book, 
The Road to Character,1 draws a sharp dis-
tinction between what he calls the résumé 
virtues – the achievements and skills that 
bring success – and the eulogy virtues, the 
ones that are spoken of at funerals: the 
virtues and strengths that make you the 
kind of person you are when you are not 
wearing masks or playing roles, the inner 
person that friends and family recognise as 
the real you.

Brooks relates this distinction to the one 
made by Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik in his 
famous essay, The Lonely Man of Faith.2 

1  David Brooks, The Road to Character, 
Random House, 2015.

2  Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, The Lonely 
Man of Faith, Doubleday, 1992.

This essay speaks of “Adam I” – the human 
person as creator, builder, master of nature 
imposing his or her will on the world – and 
“Adam II”, the covenantal personality, liv-
ing in obedience to a transcendent truth, 
guided by a sense of duty and right and the 
will to serve.

Adam I seeks success. Adam II strives for 
charity, love, and redemption. Adam I lives 
by the logic of economics - the pursuit of 
self-interest and maximum utility. Adam II 
lives by the very different logic of morality, 
where giving matters more than receiving, 
and conquering desire is more important 
than satisfying it. In the moral universe, 
success, when it leads to pride, becomes 
failure. Failure, when it leads to humility, 
can be success.

In that essay, first published in 1965, 
Rabbi Soloveitchik wondered whether 
there was a place for Adam II in the Amer-
ica of his day, so intent was it on celebrating 
human powers and economic advance. 
Fifty years on, Brooks echoes that doubt. 
“We live,” he says, “in a society that encour-
ages us to think about how to have a great 
career but leaves many of us inarticulate 
about how to cultivate the inner life.”3

3  David Brooks, The Road to Character, 
xiii.

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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That is a central theme of Beha’alotecha. 
Until now we have seen the outer Moses, 
worker of miracles, mouthpiece of the 
Divine Word, unafraid to confront Pharaoh 
on the one hand, his own people on the 
other, the man who shattered the Tablets 
engraved by God Himself and who chal-
lenged Him to forgive His people, “and if 
not, blot me out of the book You have writ-
ten” (Ex. 32:32). This is the public Moses, 
a figure of heroic strength. In Soloveitchik 
terminology, it is Moses I.

Leaders were proud,  
magnificent, distinguished by 
their dress, appearance and 
regal manner. They built  
temples in their own  
honour... Their role was not  
to serve but to be served

In Beha’alotecha we see Moses II, the 
lonely man of faith. It is a very different 
picture. In the first scene we see him break 
down. The people are complaining again 
about the food. They have manna but no 
meat. They engage in false nostalgia:

“How we remember the fish that we used 
to eat in Egypt for free! And the cucumbers, 
melons, leeks, onions, and garlic!” (Num. 
11:5)

This is one act of ingratitude too many 
for Moses, who gives voice to deep despair:

“Why did You bring all this trouble to 
your servant? Why haven’t I found favour 
in Your eyes, that You are placing the 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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Amazing cottage with stunning 
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burden of this entire people on me! Did I 
conceive this people or give birth to them, 
that You tell me to carry them in my lap 
the way a nurse carries a baby…? I cannot 
carry this whole nation! The burden is too 
heavy for me! If this is how You are going to 
treat me, please kill me now, if I have found 
favour in Your eyes, because I cannot bear 
seeing all this misery!” (Num. 11:11-15)

Then comes the great transformation. 
God tells him to take seventy elders who 
will bear the burden with him. God takes 
the spirit that is on Moses and extends it to 
the elders. Two of them, Eldad and Medad, 
among the six chosen from each tribe but 
left out of the final ballot, begin prophesy-
ing within the camp. They too have caught 
Moses’ spirit. Joshua fears that this may 
lead to a challenge to Moses leadership and 
urges Moses to stop them. Moses answers 

with surpassing generosity:
“Are you jealous on my behalf. Would 

that all God’s people were prophets and 
that He would rest his spirit on each of 
them.” (Num. 11:29)

The mere fact that Moses now knew that 
he was not alone, seeing seventy elders 
share his spirit, cures him of his depres-
sion, and he now exudes a gentle, generous 
confidence that is moving and unexpected.

In the third act, we finally see where 
this drama has been tending. Now Moses’ 
own brother and sister, Aaron and Mir-
iam, start disparaging him. The cause of 
their complaint (the “Ethiopian woman” 
he had taken as wife) is not clear and 
there are many interpretations. The point, 
though, is that for Moses, this is the “Et tu, 
Brute?” moment. He has been betrayed, or 
at least slandered, by those closest to him. 
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Yet Moses is unaffected. It is here that the 
Torah makes its great statement:

“Now the man Moses was very humble, 
more so than any other man on the face of 
the Earth.” (Num. 12:3)

This is a novum in history. The idea that 
a leader’s highest virtue is humility must 
have seemed absurd, almost self-contra-
dictory, in the ancient world. Leaders were 
proud, magnificent, distinguished by their 
dress, appearance and regal manner. They 
built temples in their own honour. They 
had triumphant inscriptions engraved for 
posterity. Their role was not to serve but to 
be served. Everyone else was expected to 
be humble, not they. Humility and majesty 
could not coexist.

In Judaism, this entire configuration was 
overturned. Leaders were there to serve, 
not to be served. Moses’ highest accolade 
was to be called Eved Hashem, God’s ser-
vant. Only one other person, Joshua, his 
successor, earns this title in Tanach. The 
architectural symbolism of the two great 
empires of the ancient world, the Mesopo-
tamian ziggurat (the “tower of Babel”) and 
the pyramids of Egypt, visually represented 
a hierarchical society, broad at the base, 
narrow at the top. The Jewish symbol, the 
menorah, was the opposite, broad at the 
top, narrow at the base, as if to say that in 
Judaism the leader serves the people, not 
vice versa. Moses’ first response to God’s 
call at the Burning Bush was one of humil-
ity: “Who am I to lead?” (Ex. 3:11). It was 
precisely this humility that qualified him 
to lead.

In Beha’alotecha we track the psycholog-
ical process by which Moses acquires a yet 
deeper level of humility. Under the stress 

054-723-3863  
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Rachel: 052-546-6425  
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TODAY

 

 

Amazing stand alone homes in OLD KATAMON, 
TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY. 

Call for more info

Large beautiful property available in YEMIN 
MOSHE. Call for details.

New penthouse OLD KATAMON. Underground 
parking & storage. 240 sqm on one floor. Large 
terrace & Shabbat elevator. 11,000,000 NIS

Luxury 5 room fully furnished RENTAL. 140 sqm 
on one floor, terrace . Border OLD KATAMON.  
Underground parking and two elevators (one 
Shabbat). Gym in complex. 14,000 NIS/month

New garden apartment in the heart of the 
GERMAN COLONY, 100 sqm apt with 70 sqm 
garden. Private parking and private entrance. 
6,425,000 NIS!!!

Gorgeous garden apartment in BAKA. 
3 bedrooms 2.5 bathrooms, large registered 
garden.  Completely renovated plus parking and 
storage. 7,450,000 NIS

One of a kind magnificent 
penthouse in TALBIYA for 
serious buyers please: 
300 sqm of living space 
with private elevator, 
private parking and roof 
top terrace. High ceilings 
and ready to move in!!!! 
Call me if you are looking 
for a special property

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

Eta: 054-723-3863  ·  Rachel: 052-546-6425 
etamorrisrealty.co.il 



20     TORAH TIDBITS 1471 / BEHA'ALOTCHA 5782

attributed to C. S. Lewis puts it best: humil-
ity is not thinking less of yourself. It is 
thinking of yourself less. 

True humility means silencing the “I.” 
For genuinely humble people, it is God and 
other people and principle that matter, not 
me. As it was once said of a great religious 
leader, “He was a man who took God so 
seriously that he didn’t have to take himself 
seriously at all.”

Rabbi Yochanan said, “Wherever you 
find the greatness of the Holy One, blessed 
be He, there you find His humility.” (Megil-
lah 31a). Greatness is humility, for God and 
for those who seek to walk in His ways. It is 
also the greatest single source of strength, 
for if we do not think about the “I,” we can-
not be injured by those who criticise or 
demean us. They are shooting at a target 
that no longer exists.

What Beha’alotecha is telling us through 
these three scenes in Moses’ life is that we 
sometimes achieve humility only after a 
great psychological crisis. It is only after 
Moses had suffered a breakdown and 
prayed to die that we hear the words, “The 
man Moses was very humble, more so 
than anyone on earth.” Suffering breaks 
through the carapace of the self, making us 
realise that what matters is not self-regard 
but rather the part we play in a scheme 
altogether larger than we are. Lehavdil, 
Brooks reminds us that Abraham Lincoln, 
who suffered from depression, emerged 
from the crisis of civil war with the sense 
that “Providence had taken control of his 
life, that he was a small instrument in a 
transcendent task.”4 

4  Ibid., 93.

of Israel’s continued recalcitrance, Moses 
turns inward. Listen again to what he says: 
“Why have you brought all this trouble to 
your servant? … Did I conceive all these 
people? Did I give them birth? … Where can 
I get meat for all these people? … I cannot 
carry all these people by myself; the bur-
den is too heavy for me.” The key words 
here are “I,” “me” and “myself.” Moses has 
lapsed into the first person singular. He 
sees the Israelites’ behaviour as a challenge 
to himself, not God. God has to remind him, 
“Is the Lord’s arm too short”? It isn’t about 
Moses, it is about what and whom Moses 
represents.

Moses had been, for too long, alone. It 
was not that he needed the help of oth-
ers to provide the people with food. That 
was something God would do without the 
need for any human intervention. It was 
that he needed the company of others to 
end his almost unbearable isolation. As I 
have noted elsewhere, the Torah only twice 
contains the phrase, lo tov, “not good,” once 
at the start of the human story when God 
says: “It is not good for man to be alone,” 
(Gen. 2:8), a second time when Yitro sees 
Moses leading alone and says: “What you 
are doing is not good.” (Ex. 18:7) We cannot 
live alone. We cannot lead alone.

As soon as Moses sees the seventy elders 
share his spirit, his depression disappears. 
He can say to Joshua, “Are you jealous on 
my behalf?” And he is undisturbed by the 
complaint of his own brother and sister, 
praying to God on Miriam’s behalf when 
she is punished with leprosy. He has recov-
ered his humility.

We now understand what humility is. 
It is not self-abasement. A statement often 
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The right response to existential pain, 
Brooks says, is not pleasure but holiness, 
by which he means, “seeing the pain as 
part of a moral narrative and trying to 
redeem something bad by turning it into 
something sacred, some act of sacrificial 
service that will put oneself in fraternity 
with the wider community and with eter-
nal moral demands.” This, for me, was 
epitomised by the parents of the three 
Israeli teenagers killed in the summer of 
2014, who responded to their loss by creat-
ing a series of awards for those who have 
done most to enhance the unity of the Jew-
ish people – turning their pain outward, 
and using it to help heal other wounds 
within the nation.

Crisis, failure, loss, or pain can move us 
from Adam I to Adam II, from self- to oth-
er-directedness, from mastery to service, 
and from the vulnerability of the “I” to the 
humility that “reminds you that you are not 
the centre of the universe,” but rather that 
“you serve a larger order.”5 

Those who have humility are open to 
things greater than themselves while those 
who lack it are not. That is why those who 
lack it make you feel small while those 
who have it make you feel enlarged. Their 
humility inspires greatness in others. 

5  Brooks, ibid., p. 261.
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Over the past seven plus years 
I’ve been granted the privilege 
of sharing with you varied tex-

tual methodologies, diverse philosophical 
approaches and different moral lessons 
found in the words of the prophets. And, 
although it truly is a privilege to intro-
duce to you new ideas from each weekly 
haftarah, it is also a challenge.

You see, each week I wonder 
whether I will be able to dis-
cover a fresh idea – one I hadn’t 
shared before – in the haftarah 
reading, especially when these 
readings are somewhat lim-
ited and do not include the 
many ideas that can be found 
in an entire parasha. Over the years, 
therefore, I “discovered” a simple “trick” 
to uncover some subtle meaning, even, 
perhaps, a revelation, to shed light on the 
text and the navi’s message. What I do is 
read the preface or the “postscript” to the 
haftarah selection, i.e., the section preced-
ing and/or following the haftarah itself, a 
“trick” which often allows me to gain a 
deeper insight to the words of the prophet. 
And, given the fact that this week’s selec-
tion is always read on Shabbat Chanuka 
as well, I turned to the postscript of the 
haftarah in the hope of uncovering a fresh 
new idea. 

And it worked!
The closing pasuk of the haftarah speaks 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

of someone who will “bring out the stone 
to the cheers [calling] of: ‘Chen, Chen’ 
[‘Grace, Grace’]”. The verse is difficult to 
understand and many have offered var-
ious translations. To what stone is the 
reference? And who will bring it? Rashi 
explains that Zecharya is referring to the 
cornerstone of the Second Temple that 
would be brought by the Kohen Gadol, 

Yehoshua, while the Metzudot 
believes that the stone 
referred to the foundation 
stone that would be laid for 
the Third Temple.

Both the Radak and the Ibn 
Ezra suggest that the “stone” is 

the weight used for the plumb line 
that would be used to measure and insure 
that the walls of the Beit HaMikdash would 
stand upright and strong.

But if we look back on the earlier nevuah 
told to Zecharya [1; 16-17] of how a plumb 
line would be stretched over Yerushalayim 
as a sign to the people that “Od t’futzena 
arai mitov”, that Hashem’s cities will 
spread with bounty and Yerushalayim 
would grow and expand in the future, we 
might better understand this closing pasuk 
of our haftarah.

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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Consider…have you ever toured through 
the Old City and seen the markings of the 
Second Temple walls? Do you remember 
them containing a much larger area than 
that encompassed by the First Temple 
walls? The truth is that Yerushalayim did 
not grow significantly during the Second 
Temple era – and certainly not during the 
subsequent centuries of exile! The Holy 
City remained a small, “backwater” vil-
lage, often poverty-stricken and certainly 
not “spread with bounty”.

But 100 years ago, that began to change. 
Today, when we Jerusalemites gaze out of 
our windows, we are gazing at the proph-
ecies of Zecharya as understood by the 
parshanim who saw the navi’s words as 
pertaining to the future messianic era – 
OUR era!

When we study the promises of the 
nevi’im and see them coming alive before 
our eyes it is important to realize that, often, 
those words were never realized in any of 
the past centuries. Because those promises 
were NEVER aimed for then! Only today do 
we see them coming true! Only today do 
the plumb lines spread the borders of our 
Holy City and our Holy Land.

Just as G-d promised.
And just as Zecharya said. 
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In Parshat Beha’alotcha we encoun-
ter Bnei Yisrael complaining about their 
lack of delicacies. They crave meat. They 
declare 
ִא֗ים  שֻּׁ ִמְצַרִ֖ים ִחנָּ֑ם ֵא֣ת ַהקִּ ר־נֹאַכ֥ל בְּ ָג֔ה ֲאשֶׁ ָזַכְ֨רנּו֙ ֶאת־ַהדָּ

ים:  ּומִֽ ְוֶאת־ַהשּׁ ָצִל֖ים  ְוֶאת־ַהבְּ ָחִצ֥יר  ְוֶאת־הֶֽ ִח֔ים  ֲאַבטִּ הָֽ ְוֵאת֙ 

ינּו: ֥ן ֵעינֵֽ ֖י ֶאל־ַהמָּ ְלתִּ ֖ה ֵא֣ין ּכֹ֑ל בִּ ֥נּו ְיֵבשָׁ ֛ה ַנְפשֵׁ ַעתָּ

“We remember the fish that we ate in 
Egypt free of charge, the cucumbers, the 
watermelons, the leeks, the onions, and the 
garlic.  But now, our bodies are dried out, for 
there is nothing at all; we have nothing but 
manna to look at.” (Bamidbar11:5-6).

It is a bit strange that they are longing 
for the food they ate in Egypt as slaves.  
One would have thought that the meals 
they were provided were not of such high 
quality. Furthermore, Bnei Yisrael were 
provided with the mann in the mid-
bar, gifted by God.  The gemara tells 
us in Yoma (75), that 
the taste of the mann 
essentially resembled 
the flavor one desired. It 
could taste like meat or fish. 
If so, then why did 
the people feel 
as if they lacked 

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

sufficient sustenance?  If they yearned for 
fish, all they had to do was think of fish 
when they ate the mann and they would 
enjoy the taste of fish. What exactly were 
they lacking?  

The Nachlat Tzvi offers an explanation 
based on a close reading of the pasuk.  The 
complaint of the people is that they “have 
nothing but manna to look at” ֖י ֶאל־ ְלתִּ ֵא֣ין ּכֹ֑ל בִּ

ינוּ ֥ן ֵעינֵֽ  True they may taste a savory steak .ַהמָּ
or fine fish. The issue was, as top chef’s 
put it: “it’s all about the presentation.” All 
they saw before their eyes was the mann 
and not the texture of fish or steak. As the 
gemara in Yoma 74b states that a blind per-
son is never satiated because he does not 
see his food. 

The flaw of the people was their tunnel 
vision in the desert. They did not recog-
nize the amazing gift they were granted 
by God.  The miraculous mann 
provided all the neces-

s a r y 

The Miraculous Mann – 
Crystal Clear! 
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nutrition and chazal tell us that it did not 
even turn into waste. The nation’s short-
sightedness led them to focus on what was 
directly in front of them rather than fully 
appreciate the greater picture. 

In a similar light, Rav Asher Weiss in his 
commentary on zemirot L’shabbat, cites 
the Klozenberg Rebbe who interprets the 
words מטובך -we should be sati – ושבענו 
ated from your goodness. When we recite 
these words in benching, we are not only 
thanking Hashem for all he has provided, 
but requesting that Hashem enable us to 
recognize all the goodness that He bestows 
upon us. Only after we recognize that it is 
all from Hashem, we will be satiated. We 
have to “see”, understand and comprehend 
that it was provided by God and only then 
will we be able to appreciate it fully and be 
satiated.  

Unfortunately, people take things for 
granted and do not always recognize the 
effort another invested, or that it is all com-
ing from Above. May we learn a lesson from 
those that complained about the mann in 
the midbar. Always see the bigger picture 
and appreciate all our blessings. Perhaps 
that is why the mann is described as a crys-
tal כעין הבדולח – so we can see through its 
appearance and appreciate its essence. 
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Menorah 
Mindset

Every phrase in Torah is replete with 
meaning, even the statements that seem 
so obvious that it wouldn’t occur to us to 
find further explanations. Rashi, in his 
inimitable wisdom, is always attuned to 
the nuances in every word and phrase. 
In our parashah we find a simple passuk 
describing how Ahron Hakohen kindled 
the Menorah. “Vaya’as ken Aharon”, Ahron 
did that, lighting the lamps to illuminate the 
Menorah as Hashem commanded Moshe 
(Bamidbar 8:3).  The question is so glaring 
it practically jumps off the page. Would we 
ever have thought otherwise?! Certainly 
Ahron Hakohen did what Hashem com-
manded! Rashi’s commentary, “Ahron did 
not deviate,” is further perplexing. Could 
we imagine that Ahron would do anything 
to deviate from his given task?

To help us understand this let us first 
look at the story of creation. We continu-
ously find the Torah states, “vayehi ken,” 
and it was so, after Hashem forms each 
element of the world. Yet, this phrase is 
noticeably absent after the creation of light. 
Chazal explain that the original light was 
hidden away for the righteous to enjoy in 
the future so it wouldn’t be abused by the 
wicked. This special light, which is known 

as the “ohr haganuz,” enabled Adam to see 
from one end of the world to the other, rep-
resenting the light of clarity. The Malbim 
notes that when he lit the Menorah, Ahron 
was able to infuse it with this special light. 
Thus, Ahron brought the “ken” that was 
missing at the time of creation back into the 
world. In doing so, the light of the Menorah 
merged with the light of clarity, radiating 
the belief of ein od milvado, the unmistak-
able reality that nothing exists other than 
Hashem. According to kabbalistic thought, 
Rashi’s words “shelo shinah,” means that 
Ahron did not deviate as he ensured that 
the first day of creation would be congru-
ous with the other days, linking them with 
the expression of “ken.”

In Be’er Moshe, the Ozhorover Rebbe 
notes that the word “ken” is related to the 
word “kano,” a base. The Alshich Hakadosh 
describes how lighting the lamps of the 
Menorah brought down Divine spiritual 
energies to the people. Not only did Ahron 
bring down this special concentration of 
spiritual and physical bounty, but he also 
created “kano,” a basis, the capacity for 
Am Yisrael to hold this energy and use it to 
grow closer to Hashem.

The Saba of Kelm teaches that Ahron’s 
greatness was that he did this small act with 
“ken,” performing every task, understand-
ing that it expressed the Will of Hashem. 
His preparedness and presence of mind 
was the same regardless of whether he 
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entered the Kodesh Kodashim or engaged 
in any other avodah of the Beit Hamikdash. 

We are all aware that habit often breeds 
complacency, and how hard it is to keep 
up the same level of commitment. Rav 
Goldstein in Sha’arei Chayim characterizes 
Ahron’s greatness in that he performed this 
service each day, always maintaining the 
passion and enthusiasm appropriate for 
doing the mitzvah. 

As we lein this parashah immediately 
after Shavuot, there is a strong message 
for each of us. Let us not allow the dedica-
tion and energy we achieved on Shavuot 
to dwindle in any way. Let us prepare to 
do every mitzvah we encounter with pas-
sion and enthusiasm no matter whether 
it seems to be small, trivial, grand or glo-
rious, for every mitzvah connects us to 
Infinity.  

REUVEN :  050-5231478
boblouis48@gmail.com
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Remember!
The tzadik Reb Simcha Bunim of Pesh-

ischa, zy’a, was one of the most impactful 
leaders of the Chasidic movement. He led 
his talmidim along an expansive path, 
encouraging a broad embrace of intellec-
tual study and rationalism, coupled with 
passionate introspection, authenticity and 
individuality. 

Like the Baal Shem Tov, Reb Simcha 
would take his chevreh on mysterious trips 
and outings, during which Divine provi-
dence would deliver them some powerful, 
experiential lesson in avodah or elevated 
midos. Once, the group was ba-derech 
and stopped for the night at a kosher inn. 
The host, who was in the midst of prepar-
ing dinner, welcomed them warmly and 
invited them to settle in. 

Before their meal was served, the assem-
bled began to interrogate the arendar 
regarding his level of kashrus. Where did 
the meat come from? Who was the shochet 
and is he a yirah Shamayim? Did he check 
the shechita knife immediately before the 
shechitah? Was the fleish rinsed, soaked 
and salted correctly according to the strict-
est opinion? 

Another traveler, a simple beggar sitting 
by the hearth, overheard the numerous 
questions, and spoke up: “My brothers! 
About what goes into your mouths, you 

are so makpid, exacting and sensitive. May 
you have such high standards about what 
comes out of your mouths as well!”

The rebuke of the simple Yid caught the 
attention of Reb Simcha Bunim. “Chevreh, 
eat your fill,” he grinned, “in the morning 
we’ll return to Peshis’cha. We have accom-
plished the purpose of our journey.”  

ית  ַהכֻּשִׁ ה  ָהִאשָּׁ ַעל־אֹדוֹת  ה  משֶׁ בְּ ְוַאֲהרֹן  ִמְרָים  ר  ַדבֵּ ַותְּ

ית ָלָקח: ה ֻכשִׁ י־ִאשָּׁ ר ָלָקח כִּ ֲאשֶׁ

Miriam and Aharon spoke against Moshe 
regarding the Cushite woman he had mar-
ried, for he had married a Cushite woman. 
(12:1)

Rashi notes that the term ּבּור  connotes דִּ
a harsh way of speaking. Whereas the 
pasuk says both siblings used this form of 
speech in reference to Moshe, Miriam’s 
name is first, suggesting that she initiated 
the conversation. This is why she is held 
accountable and stricken with tzaraas.

When Miriam heard that her younger 
brother Moshe had separated from his 
wife Tzipporah in order to attain a higher 
level of spiritual d’veikus, she turned to her 
brother Aharon HaKohen to discuss her 
concerns privately. Motivated solely l’sheim 
Shamayim, Miriam actually praised her sis-
ter-in-law Tzipporah as a righteous woman, 
and expressed her feeling that their broth-
er’s decision seemed inappropriate. 

Miriam was a loving sister who had 
risked her life to protect Moshe, watching 
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over him as an infant when he was cast 
upon the waters of the Nile. Committed out 
of respect and sincere concern, her infrac-
tion doesn’t seem to be so severe. She was 
only raising questions regarding Moshe’s 
exclusive sounding approach to avodas 
Hashem, and was concerned for Tsipporah 
and her sense of shalom bayis. She meant 
well and did not wish her beloved brother 
any harm. Yet, there was some subtle harsh-
ness in her words, and despite her good 
intentions, Miriam was ‘rebuked’ and suf-
fered from tzaraas.

Chazal enumerate six mitzvos of ‘remem-
brance’. Among them, one refers to the 
episode that takes place in our sedra involv-
ing Miriam’s comments about her brother: 
“Remember what Hashem did to Miriam 
ba-derech, as you were leaving Egypt” 
(Devarim, 24:9). Ramban explains that this 
verse is a positive commandment on par 
with other Biblically mandated zechiros or 
mitzvos of ‘remembrance’. Those include to 
“remember the day of Shabbos…,” to remem-
ber Yetziat Mitzrayim, and to remember what 
Amalek did to us. To fulfill these six mitzvos 
every day, many recite the Sheish Zechiros 
printed in the Siddur after Shacharis. 

Beyond memorializing these six moments 
in time as impactful experiences in Jewish 
history, each of these ‘remembrances’ calls 
our attention to a deeper message within the 
experience. The mitzvah of ‘remembering 
what Hashem did to Miriam…’ is not just 
focusing on what Miriam said per se, nor 
solely calling to mind the laws of lashon 
ha-ra. In a deeper way, this mitzvah is also 
urging us to remember, daily, that even a tza-
deikes as praiseworthy as Miriam, the holy 

prophetess — and when she meant well — 
even such a person can make a mistake.
וחומר  ומה מרים שלא נתכוונה לגנותו, כך נענשה, קל 

למספר בגנותו של חבירו:

“If Miriam, who did not intend to dispar-
age him [Moses], was punished, all the more 
so someone who intentionally disparages 
his fellow”  (Tanchuma, Tzav, 13).

Certainly, it is praiseworthy and holy to be 
machmir on laws of kashrus and what we 
put into our mouths. But even when we are 
on the level to do so — and even when we 
mean well — we need to ‘remember’ to have 
sensitivity about what we say to others, and 
how we say it. And this is especially crucial 
in relation to our brothers and sisters, those 
who are close to us.

May we learn from all our mysterious 
journeys, and experiences ba-derech, and 
become a blessing to everyone around us. 
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The Chasidic Masters refer to this 
Shabbat following Shavuot as 
Shabbes Noch Shvuis - Shabbat 

that is still Shavuot. On this Shabbat follow-
ing Shavuot, we must continue to channel 
that renewed spiritual inspiration we felt 
on Shavuot, as we recalled the wondrous 
event of Kabbalat HaTorah.

 Rabbi Yaakov Friedman, the Ohalei 
Yaakov of Husiyatin/Tel Aviv zy’a, lovingly 
referred to as the ‘Zionist Admor of Tel Aviv’ 
was one of the great unheralded religious 
personalities of the pre-State Yishuv and 
early years of Medinat Yisrael.

In 1938, The Rebbe points to numerous 
Maamarei Chazal, that liken the yom tov 
of Shavuot  to the proverbial wedding day 
between HaKadosh Baruch Hu and Am Yis-
rael. Indeed, in certain communities among 
the Eidot HaMizrach, there is a Ketuba  that 
is traditionally read on Shavuot  morning 
before Kriat HaTorah. 

The Rebbe explains that if the yom tov 
of Shavuot is the proverbial wedding day, 
then so too the following Shabbat is like the 
proverbial Shabbat Sheva Brachot. Just as 
the week of sheva brachot is a time where 
family and friends continue to rejoice with 
the happy couple, so too the inspiration and 

joy that we feel on Shavuot should carry 
over into the week that follows.

Then the Rebbe gives us a powerful 
glimpse at this critical period in Jewish 
History:

 Just as we must see and experience 
Shavuot as the loving marriage between 
Hashem and Am Yisrael, we must also real-
ize that our right to settle here in Artzeinu 
HaKedosha is not dependant on England or 
any other nation, but rather is a manifesta-
tion of the love Hashem feels for the Jewish 
People.

Yehi ratzon, may the joy, inspiration, spir-
itual clarity, and most of all, unity, that we 
experienced on Chag Matan Torah carry us 
into this coming Shabbat and throughout 
the entire year, and may this beautiful mes-
sage provide us with continued clarity and 
faith, even in trying times. 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

Rabbi Sam 
Shor at a 

recent visit 
to the Kever 
of the Rebbe 

of Husiyatin/ 
Tel Aviv
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, 

call Ruth 02-628-7359  
or Judy 054-569-0410

רפואה שלמה
הרבנית פייגא ציפורה בת הדסה

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

Shabbat afternoon shiur with  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres - 5:15pm  

in the back garden of the 
OU Israel Center

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Wednesday, June 22, 7:00pm (20/25nis)
at the OU Israel Center,  

22 Keren Hayesod, Jerusalem
ALL THE NOOSE THAT'S FIT TO PRINT

MARKING 60 YEARS SINCE THE   
EICHMANN  EXECUTION:  

TRIED  & CONVICTED IN ISRAEL FOR 
CRIMES OF GENOCIDE.

*What was it like for an 11 year old in Philadelphia 
to watch the Eichmann Trial every day?

*What do experts say: Can Israel apply the anti 
genocide statute to the Palestinian Authority? 

Presenter: David Bedein, MSW, 
Investigative Journalist. 

IsraelBehindTheNews.com

SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, June 12 - Rabbi Berzon’s shiur is sponsored by  

Henie & David Fialkoff in loving memory of Henie’s Mother 
Sarah bat Asher Antschel a”h

Tuesday, June 14 - Shira Smile’s shiur is sponosred  
in loving memory of my husband -  
Mordechai Avigdor ben Peretz z”l  

and my  parents - Chia Esther bat Yerachmiel Issachar HaCohen a”h 
and Yitzchak ben Yehuda z”l -  

May their Neshomot have an Aliya - By Rosina Fisher

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!
Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals 

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us 
On Facebook
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Kedushat 
Shevi’it 
Produce

This article examines the status of own-
ership of produce with kedushat shevi’it. 
According to Torah law (see Rambam, 
Shemitah Veyovel 4:24), Jews must forfeit 
any possession of shemitah produce (fruit, 
vegetables, legumes etc.) growing on their 
property. Based on this mitzvah, it would 
seem unusual for a consumer to find kedu-
shat shevi’it at the supermarket or sold over 
the internet. However, based on numer-
ous reasons kedushat shevi’it can be found 
almost anywhere 
in Israel mostly 
under the aus-
pices of Otzar Beit 
Din.

Otzar Beit Din
In the times 

of the Mishnah 
our Sages made 
a decree that the 
Rabbinic courts 
in all cities would create a Shevi’it storage 
system, called Otzar Beit Din. The Tosefta 
(Shevi’it 8:1) an early Talmudic Source 
describes how the Beit Din (Rabbinic court) 
would appoint officers to collect forfeited 

produce, give a certain amount to the orig-
inal owners and then store the remaining 
produce. The purpose was to store the food 
for the poor or for others who wanted to 
collect for consumption. 

The development and legitimacy of Otzar 
Beit Din has been disputed for centuries. 
Certain later authorities claimed that it 
was a temporary decree which was not 
accepted by early authorities (see Hatorah 
Veha’aretz 3, p.180). Others claim that it 
was widely accepted and remains an ideal 
form of providing the public with kedushat 
shevi’it produce (see Responsa Mishnat 
Yosef 3:40). The modern day Otzar Beit Din 
is disputed even during the current shem-
itah year. Rav Mordechai Gross Shlit”a, 
one of the OU Poskim supports the Otzar 

Beit Din solution 
and allows the 
distribution of 
such produce. It 
should be noted 
that Otzar Beit 
Din is a complex 
system which 
requires trained 
and experienced 
Rabbis and orga-

nizations to preform it properly. As such, 
the OU recommends only consuming 
Otzar Beit Din which has been reviewed 
and approved by Rabbanim of the highest 
caliber. 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

Otzar Beit Din products can be found 
at special distribution depots in predomi-
nately religious cities. Such produce may 
also be found in large super market chains 
and is sold over the internet by various supo-
pliers. Otzar Beit Din produce should have 
proper certification. When purchasing at a 
supermarket, the label or box should have 
the words Otzar Beit Din (דין בית   or (אוצר 
Kedushat Shevi’it (קדושת שביעית). 

During the current shemitah year, Otzar 
Beit Din produce is almost only available 
in raw form such as fresh fruit and vege-
tables. Israeli processed products do not 
contain ingredients from fruit or vegetable 
sources that are Otzar Beit Din. The only 
possible exception is wine that was mistak-
enly imported. 

When having guests or giving produce as 
a gift, it is important to mention that the 
produce is Otzar Beit Din and has kedushat 
shevi’it. This is in order to make sure the 
laws of handling shemitah produce are 
kept.

Kedushat Shevi’it outside of Israel
According to most poskim, exporting fruit 

and vegetables with kedushat shevi’it is 
prohibited (see Aruch Hashulchan Ha’atid 
24:25). However, certain circumstances 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

exist where Otzar Beit Din might be found 
in international markets.

 Kedushat shevi’it fruit may be found in 
the form of imported wines (kosher wine, 
sometimes a mix of vintages) and imported 
citrus fruit (only from mid-winter). 

It should be noted that when seeing kedu-
shat shevi’it produce overseas, there is no 
reason to avoid purchasing it (see Chazon 
Ish Shevi’it 10:6). Such produce is permissi-
ble for consumption as long as the laws of 
kedushat shevi’it are adhered to. 

In Summary:
• Otzar Beit Din produce has Kedu-

shat Shevi’it and can be found in 
supermarkets.

• The OU approves Otzar Beit Din 
when the process and distribution is 
done properly.

• Only raw products and certain wines 
are classified as Otzar Beit Din during 
the current Shemitah.

• One should inform recipients upon 
giving produce with Kedushat 
Shevi’it.

• Otzar Beit Din produce might be 
accidently imported overseas. 
Regardless, the produce or product 
may be consumed. 

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Messianic 
Sabotage 

The first Sanhedrin in history is being 
assembled. There are 72 candidates for 
70 positions and, unfortunately, two will 
not make the final cut. Eldad and Meidad 
aren’t nominated and, feeling spurned, 
they go “renegade” and begin to prophesize 
without authorization. Their unlicensed 
prophecy riles Yehoshua, Moshe’s trusted 
student, who suggests a stiff penalty for 
these rebels. It is only Moshe’s magnanim-
ity and generosity which spares them a 
potentially harsh fate. 

What were these two rebel prophets 
speaking about? Evidently, it was some-
thing so provocative and so treacherous 
that it warranted severe punishment. The 
gemara suggests that they were proph-
esying about Moshe’s ultimate demise, 
including the fact that he would not lead 
the people into the promised Land. Another 
account has them mocking the “slav” or the 
birds which Moshe had miraculously sum-
moned to feed the starving nation. Each of 
these cynical prophecies subverts Moshe’s 

authority, and these incendiary statements 
must be stifled. 

The gemara presents a third opinion: 
they predicted the Messianic wars of Gog 
and Magog. What is so sinister about this 
prophecy, and why does it elicit such a 
harsh response? Don’t we eagerly antic-
ipate Messianic redemption? Prophecies 
about that era should be welcomed, not 
sanctioned! 

Part of the problem is the timing of these 
prophecies. Our nation stood at a very crit-
ical crossroads.  We had spent an entire 
year at the mountain of Sinai, but now, we 
were beginning a journey into the great 
unknown. We now faced the specter of a 
long hot summer in an unforgiving desert. 
Hungry and fragile, the people began to 
vent their grievances against Moshe. Ten-
sions were running high, to the point that 
Moshe required administrative assistance 
through a newly formed Sanhedrin. At this 
stage, the national mood was jittery and the 
state of the nation very unsteady. 

These grandiose and provocative Mes-
sianic prophecies exploited the nation’s 
fragile psyche. Misguided Messianism 
offers a seductive escape from our world 
and its struggles. It offers us an easy pass 

By offering a glimmering vision of a future and better world,  
it casts the current authorities as irrelevant or boring
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into a perfect world without suffering and 
without hardship. “Escapist Messianism” 
de-anchors us from our world. The lure of 
messianic fantasy can dislodge humanity 
from its ideological bearings. Of course, 
we dream of a better world, but we must 
not abandon the current one. Utopia isn’t a 
“replacement” but a “result”. We gradually 
perfect our current world, building a plat-
form for the Messianic state. 

Reality will always appear dreary and 
tedious when compared to the luster of 
the Messianic world. It is more exciting 
to imagine the dramatic wars of Gog and 
Magog and the conclusion of history, than 
it is to wrestle with social strife and food 
shortages in the desert. At this stage, the 
war stories of Gog and Magog are nothing 
more than irresponsible distractions in the 
middle of a severe extreme national crisis. 

Beyond the manipulative nature of their 
prophecies, these predictions are also sub-
versive to Moshe’s authority. Messianism is 
sometimes weaponized to upend the estab-
lished authority. As they portray a new 
world order, Messianic narratives dismiss 
or cancel the current order. Who needs 
current institutions of authority if a new 
world is about to break upon the horizon? 

In its most extreme version, “anti-es-
tablishment Messianism” manifests as 
“antinomianism”- a complete rejection of 
law or religious norms. In 1666, having 
promoted himself as the Moshiach, Shabtai 
Tzvi conducted a meal of non-kosher foods. 
He began the feast by reciting a blessing 
of “boruch matir issurim” (blessed is the 
One who has now permitted previously 
forbidden foods”), signaling, that in his 
Messianic world, former prohibitions no 

CITY CENTER - In a boutique building –  
4 rooms, 100m,  recent, elevator, balcony

MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of BAKA - In a stylish building – 
New penthouse, 4 rooms, 100m, huge terrace/
sukkah, 100m, 3rd floor + elevator, alone on 
the floor   

5750000 NIS –  MENDEL 052-8980111
Live in the city and feel in the countryside, 
in the heart of BAKA - ground floor of Arab 
house, 3 rooms + independent 2-room unit, 
balcony / sukkah, garden, private roof + 
building rights, close to all amenities – 

4800000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488
BAKA –Huge penthouse, 5.5 rooms, 160m,  
calm and bright, 7th floor + Shabbat elevator, 
2 terraces, 25m + roof 50m, open view of the 
Temple Mount, 3 wc, 2 bathrooms, double 
parking 

6200000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
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pastoral Messianic images. They don’t cite 
Yeshaya’s idyllic scenes of beating swords 
into plowshares. Instead, their imagination 
is riveted upon war and militancy. Very 
often, Millenarianism- extreme Messianic 
belief in apocalyptic change- is predicated 
upon violence and militancy. There is no 
better way to supplant the current real-
ity than to bleed it to death. This type of 
unabated Messianism can easily slip into 
war mongering and confrontation. Blood-
shed and violence can easily be justified as 
a necessary price for the larger payoff of 
the Messianic era. By speaking of war these 
two prophets are welding Messianic proph-
ecies to war and violence.

There may be violent wars which occa-
sion the end of days. We certainly have 
ample traditions which assert as much. 
Sadly, there may be large-scale suffering. 
However, it doesn’t have to be that way. If 
we merit, we may be able to steer a more 
peaceful Messianic course. without apoca-
lyptic suffering. 

Even if we accept the inevitably of Messi-
anic wars it is not something we welcome 
but something we dread. It should never 
have been the inaugural prophecy of Eldad 
and Meidad. 

longer applied. 
Even when it doesn’t erupt into rejection 

of halacha or law, unbalanced Messianism 
induces general anti-establishment senti-
ment. By offering a glimmering vision of a 
future and better world, it casts the current 
authorities as irrelevant or boring. Why 
comply with Moshe’s decrees when they 
will just be washed away in the wars of Gog 
U’Magog? By posing zero-sum scenarios, 
aggressive Messianism subverts current 
systems of authority. 

We are currently facing a more subtle 
form of anti-establishment Messianism. 
1948 marked a shift into a new period of 
history. After a historical shift it is difficult 
to deeply identify with our past traditions. 
Those who don’t view 1948 as a shift, aren’t 
forced to wrestle with this issue. If 1948 is 
similar to 1748, our traditions aren’t any less 
compelling today than they were two hun-
dred years ago. Those who do believe that 
we are living in the future, must reinforce 
the past, its traditions, and its institutions. 
The leap into the future sometimes makes 
the trail of the past seem outworn. 

There is a third danger to these radical 
prophecies about future wars. Interest-
ingly, these two prophets do not portray 
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to follow the ways of Hashem. 
There is nothing like a bunch of complain-

ers to set the ball rolling and lower morale. 
Indeed, it really was of no consequence as 
to the nature of the complaint. These peo-
ple had come for the ride, as it were, with 
no intention of keeping the Torah. Unfor-
tunately, no one intervened to catch the fly 
in the works before the damage was done. 
And so the Almighty sent a fire to consume 
the troublemakers or, alternatively, the 
prominent members among them who 
should have nipped the complaints in the 

bud (Rashi).
This episode seems to have 

aroused not only the anger 
of Hashem but also the 
ire of the people who now 
wept in sympathy with the 
punished individuals. And 
now, the people as an entity 
murmured against Moshe, 
arguing that they missed 
the food in Egypt and hun-
gered for meat to replace the 

Manna. Moreover, with wailing and Chutz-
pah, the people hankered after the fish they 
“received freely in Egypt” (Bemidbar 11:5) 
–  even though it was unlikely offered to the 
Hebrew slaves! 

The point of the vexed protesters was that 
in Egypt, their food was supplied without 
the burden of heavenly demands; why now 
should their sustenance depend on obeying 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

When the 
Optimist 
Turns 
Pessimist

Was Moshe an optimist? – That is the 
question. The pessimist argues that it can’t 
get worse, and the optimist says, “Oh yes, it 
can!” So, let us look at our Parsha to answer 
the question. The first part 
of the narrative describes 
the aftermath of the various 
tasks and ceremonies associ-
ated with the Mishkan. 

Things looked good. And 
in the middle of the Parsha, 
we see Moshe optimistically 
imploring Hashem that 
when the Aron Habrit 
embarked on its journey, 
our enemies be dispersed, 
and when the Ark was at rest, the Eternal 
return to the myriads of Israel.   

But then, the troubles began for Moshe. 
People at the edge of the camp started com-
plaining. About what is not clear. Rashi 
indicates that these people were the Eirev 
Rav, the mixed multitude that joined the 
people during the Exodus. Not of our kin, 
they were looking for pretexts not to have 

There is nothing 
like a bunch of 
complainers to 
set the ball  
rolling and 
lower morale
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Hashem’s commandments?
All this commotion was too much for 

Moshe. Now, he, too, complains – but to 
Hashem. How much worse can it get? The 
burden is too much for him to bear. He 
takes things personally and despairs to the 
point of self-mortification.

How the mighty have fallen! How lack of 
gratitude and appreciation can lead us on 
the road to disaster. How consorting with 
the wrong types can turn our heads. How 
an inappropriate word or two can twist our 
minds and rattle along like wildfire. How 
easily positive thinking can be overturned 
with painful results. These are but sev-
eral lessons that even the most optimistic 
among us might take to heart. 

Extended and Tailored 
Coverage for all Scenarios 
including Pandemics

Norman Zysblat
Te l : 02-6219684, Cell: 054-4258671

NormanZ@shaham.co.il
www.insuranceinisrael.co.il

For additional information contact your agent:

Use your card 
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Using the 
Sources, 
Coming to 
Conclusions

In concluding our discussion of the obli-
gation, or permissibility, of the couple to 
undergo preimplantation genetic diag-
nosis (PGD) in order to have children, we 
see that, sometimes, there are more ques-
tions than answers. Using the discussion 
between Yeshayahu and Chizkiyahu as our 
basis, we observe that the source can be 
interpreted in opposite ways.

Some use this tale to “prove” that we must 
not interfere with God’s plan; if we are sup-
posed to have unhealthy children then that 
is what will eventually happen. We are not 
permitted to obstruct this Divine decree. In 
addition, we are not really capable of doing 
so, and, with all our will and use of tech-
nology, we still find that people have sick 
children. God’s will ultimately overcomes 
our own desires.

On the other hand, some poskim have 
used this very same Talmudic passage to 
claim the exact opposite; a couple has to uti-
lize current medical technology in order to 
have healthy children. Yeshayahu rebuked 
Chizkiyahu for not getting married and 

having children, but Chizkiyahu replied 
that he had refrained from doing so out 
of a fear for the fate of his children. Yesha-
yahu replied that this was not the king’s 
responsibility; we are to follow the Divine 
instructions and God will take care of the 
results. But this is only applicable in a case 
in which the concern is for the spiritual wel-
fare of the children, not when dealing with 
a medical issue. Yeshayahu was conveying a 
message that he had directly received from 
God, and this must be followed regardless of 
the outcome. In other cases, we can decide 
not to have children, or only have them after 
first taking the proper precautions to ensure 
that they will be healthy.

As in many cases in halacha, the same 
source can be used to arrive at completely 
different conclusions. Practically speaking, 
since there is a difference of opinion, each 
case must be decided on an individual 
basis. Each case is unique and the halachic 
decision must take into account the exact 
medical situation, the family history and 
situation and the parents’ desire and ability.

This Talmudic tale, that may initially 
appear to be trivial, has been used as a 
paradigm for us to approach this modern, 
and extremely relevant, conundrum. Our 
rich Talmudic literature presents us with 
numerous thought-provoking sources that 
can enable us to develop an appropriate 
approach to the most complex medical 
ethical questions. 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         45 OU ISRAEL CENTER         55

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

Tel/Whats App +972 50 446 9515
toviyah@israel-properties.com

www.israel-properties.com

Neve Shamir New Projects 
3 rooms with Gardens

4 Rooms 
5 Rooms

Penthouses 
Ready July 2025 +_

Contact us today for more info 

Call for your appointment at 
our clinic in Talpiot.

Dr. Mitchell Rudy D.D.S.  
over 20 years of sensitive diagnosis 
and patient care

Dr. Romi Sarna, D.D.S., D.M.D. 
specialist in mouth restoration and 
patient care

When it comes to 
specialty dental 

treatments, 
you need 

Exper(t) care. 

Meet our leading specialists

Professionalism and service 
You can trust.

Dr. Ariel Hirschhorn, D.M.D. 
senior specialist in oral and 
maxillofacial surgery at Sheba 
Medical Center

Dr. Yaakov Mizrahi, D.M.D., Sc.B 
expertise in treating high-risk 
patients and complex cases

www.exper.co.il
02-644-9349



46     TORAH TIDBITS 1471 / BEHA'ALOTCHA 5782

Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Rabbi Joseph 
Soloveitchik: 
Brit Avot and 
Brit Sinai

One of Rabbi Soloveitchik’s most pro-
found teachings addressed the critical 
question of what qualifies a Jew to be 
counted among the nation of Israel.

The Rav identified two epic events in the 
Torah which help answer this question. He 
employed  two terms - Brit Avot and Brit 
Sinai - to describe two distinct junctures in 
the emergence of the Jewish people.

Brit Avot: In the story of Avraham, the 
first Jew, we are introduced to the notion 
of brit in three places: Brit Mila (Bereshit 
17:9-10), Brit Ben Habetarim (Bereshit 15:1-
21), and a Brit associated with the Land of 
Israel (Bereshit 17:7). 

The Rav taught that Brit Avot consti-
tutes the unique relationship that the Jew 
maintains with one another and with God. 
It represents a distinct fate or historical 
path that the nation of Israel will travel 
and,oftentimes, endure, together. It should 
be noted that Brit Avot is also unique in 
that “it does not tell a Jew what to do (i.e. 
observe mitzvot) but rather how to feel 
and what to aspire to and long for.” (Man 

of Faith in the Modern World, p. 68).
Brit Sinai: In contrast to Brit Avot, 

Brit Sinai is characterized by a clear and 
straightforward mandate. The Jewish peo-
ple individually and collectively committed 
themselves and all future generations to the 
observance of the Commandments, taryag 
mitzvot, to which no other people was obli-
gated. This notion is stated in unambiguous 
terms: “Not with you alone do I seal this cov-
enant (brit)...and with whoever is not here 
with us today” (Devarim 29:13-14). A Jew 
and Jewish peoplehood is anchored in the 
commitment to Torah and mitzvot. (Ibid., p. 
66) Twice in the description of Matan Torah 
the term brit is employed (Shemot 24:7-8)

Expanding on this same theme the Rav 
took note of two similar terms which are 
employed to describe the communities that 
appear identical but have profoundly dif-
ferent meanings. A verse in the Torah that 
is easily passed over, the Rav took pause 
and noticed a glaring question.

“The Lord spoke to Moshe, saying: 
‘Make two trumpets of silver; make them 
of hammered work. They shall serve you 
to summon the congregation [edah], and 
cause the camps [machanot] to journey’” 
(Bamidbar 10:1-2). This simple passage 
became a springboard for a deep teaching 
of the Rav. Namely, Machaneh, is a group 
or society that is formed when individuals 
face a common enemy. They band together 
for mutual protection, knowing that only 
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by doing so can they survive. This kind of 
comraderie is not very different from the 
way animals herd together to defend them-
selves against predators.

However, there is quite a different 
form of association. People come together 
because they share a particular vision, 
aspiration, and a set of ideals. This is the 
meaning of edah, a congregation. Edah is 
related to the word “ed,” witness. Edot (as 
opposed to chukim and mishpatim) are the 
commands that testify to Jewish belief - as 
Shabbat testifies to creation, Pesach to the 
divine involvement in history, and so on. 
Edah represents a society built around a 
shared project and a vision. 

The story of Patriarchs and Matriarchs, 
their family, and their descent to Egypt is 
paradigmatic of the Machane experience. 
They suffered together. There was a pal-
pable sense that they were part of a single 
story. They were bound together in this 
shared experience. The Rav cited the verse 
from the Scroll of Esther that spotlights the 
notion that every Jew is intertwined with 
the fate of the nation: “Do not think that 
you, of all Jews, will escape with your life 
by being in the king’s palace” (Esther 4:13). 
(The Covenant of Faith and Destiny, Rabbi 
Lord Jonathan Sacks, JewishPress.com, June 
4, 2015)

A religious Jew places strong emphasis on 
Brit Sinai and the fact that we define our com-
munity as an Edah. However, the fact that the 
roots of our peoplehood are to be found in 
Brit Avot and that we also possess the char-
acter trait of machane, should give rise to a 
powerful sense that every Jew, no matter 
one’s level of commitment, is part of a single 
story. In a word, what we have in common 
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is stronger than the things that separate us.  
The Rav identified four areas of Jewish 

life that emerge from the fact that we rec-
ognize the Brit Avot (Majesty and Humility, 
Zielgler p. 284-285): 

No matter the social station or land of res-
idence, we as Jews share a common history 
and fate; all will rise and fall together.

Since we share a common circumstance, 
we must share in one another’s suffering as 
well. Wherever in the world a Jew is in pain 
a fellow Jew feels their pain.

Feeling another’s suffering means that 
there is shared responsibility. This idea 
is plainly seen in the Halachic principle - 
“All Jews are guarantors for one another ‘’ 
(Shevuot 39a). 

Finally, the charity and aid that we offer 
others in need is given not only as a fulfill-
ment of requirement but from a sense of 
compassion and connection. 

In sum, the Rav posited there are two 
components of Jewish identity. Both facets 
play an integral role regarding our rela-
tionship to our fellow Jew and speak to the 
very nature of what is required to live an 
authentic Jewish life.

The Rav applied the above teaching when 
called on to clarify the Orthodox communi-
ties’ stance regarding participating with the 
other movements in the U.S. Jewish land-
scape. In 1956, in an article that appeared 
in a prominent Jewish newspaper (Tog 
Morgen Journal) the Rav set guidelines. 
He applied the two principles established 
above of Macheneh and Edah:  “When 
we are faced with a problem for Jews and 
Jewish interests toward the world without, 
regarding the defense of Jewish rights in 
the non-Jewish world, then all groups and 

movements must be united. In this area, 
there may not be division, because any 
friction in the Jewish camp may be disas-
trous for the entire people…With regard 
to our problem within [the Jewish com-
munity], however, - our spiritual-religious 
interests such as Jewish education, syna-
gogues, council of rabbis - whereby unity 
is expressed through spiritual-ideological 
collectivism as a Torah community, it is my 
opinion that orthodoxy cannot and should 
not unite with such groups which deny 
the fundamentals of our weltanschauung 
(Community, Covenant and Commitment, 
pp. 144-145).

Brit Avot’s Bond with the Land
The first Rashi on the Torah famously 

asks why the Almighty did not opt to 
begin His Torah enumerating the mitzvot. 
Perhaps, if we rephrase Rashi’s question 
slightly, the issue is why Brit Avot is neces-
sary to recount; is not Brit Sinai the defining 
character of Jewishness and the nation 
of Israel? Rashi’s well known answer is 
quite important for this discussion. Rashi 
says that the opening chapters of the story 
establish a foundational principle that, 
to some degree, stands separate from the 
commandments. Namely, the promise of 
the Land of Israel to the Jew. (See Rav Dr. 
Judah Goldberg, Components of Berit Avot, 
VBM)

A trusted student of the Rav, Rabbi Wal-
ter Wurzberger understood his teacher 
to be expressing the notion that Brit Avot 
'acknowledges the unique and preeminent 
position of the Land of Israel as the central 
arena for the fulfillment of Jewish destiny.’ 
(Ethics of Responsibility, Wurzberger, p. 15)

The Rav hammered home this very point 
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in a memorable addresses to the Mizrachi 
movement: 

“The Jew who lives in Eretz Yisrael is 
endowed with two sanctities: the sanctity 
of Abraham (Brit Avot) and the sanctity of 
Sinai (Brit Sinai); while one living abroad 
must be satisfied of that of Sinai alone, since 
he lacks the sanctity of Abraham which is 
indivisibly bound up with the Land.” (Five 
Addresses, p. 143)

The Rav brilliantly elucidated a Talmudic 
statement that is seemingly very troubling. 
“The Rabbis taught in a Baraita: a person 
should ever dwell in Eretz Yisrael even in 
a city with a majority of non-Jews, but not 
outside Eretz Yisrael even in a city with 
a Jewish majority, since one who lives in 
Eretz Yisrael is as if he has a God, and who-
ever lives outside Eretz Yisrael is as if he 
does not have a God” (Ketubot 110b). The 
question is obvious: How could the Talmud 
assert that living outside of Israel is like liv-
ing bereft of God?

The Rav draws our attention to another 
statement that makes an identical claim, 
however, the prooftext that is cited in this 
passage offers the key to understanding 
this challenging statement. In the Tosefta 
(Avodah Zarah Chapter 5) it quotes the 
verse which describes Yaakov’s unfailing 
efforts to return home, “So that I come back 
to father’s house in peace” (Bereshit 28:21).  

In the Tosefta the verse cited emphasizes 
the fact that the Jew’s relationship is rooted 
in Brit Avot, and the Land in particular. The 
forefathers resided in the Land and they 
were promised by the Almighty that this 
was where their descendants would also 
make their homes. The sharp statement 
made in the Talmud which states that 

12     TORAH TIDBITS 1440 / CHAYEI SARA 5782

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

living outside Israel is compared to being 
disconnected from God, refers specifically 
to a Jew distancing himself from Brit Avot. 
The Jew who fulfills all the mitzvot is loyal 
to Brit Sinai but if he chooses to live outside 
the Land of Israel, willy nilly, compromises 
their fealty to the unique Brit Avot. (The 
Rav Speaks, pp. 140-143)

The Torah, in the infamous words of 
the tochacha, speaks of a future time 
of destruction and suffering within the 
nation of Israel. And yet, even within the 
curses, the Torah conveys words of solace. 
It harkens back to Brit Avot that remains in 
tact: “I will remember My covenant (briti) 
with Yaakov and also My covenant with 
Yitzchak, and also My covenant with Abra-
ham will I remember, and I will remember 
the Land” (Vayikra 26:42).

Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Charlop explained 
this verse to mean that even if the Jewish 
people reach the lowest rung when they no 
longer are characterized by the traits of the 
Avot, the people’s attachment to the Land 
will be a merit and with that the people of 
Israel will be lifted by the Almighty and be 
forgiven (Mei Marom, Vayikra 26:42). The 
Rav expressed a somewhat different  per-
spective and explained that the Torah is 
saying that although Jews may stray from 
a religious life, the Land of Israel will inev-
itably remind him of his connection to his 
roots and his people. Ultimately this fact 
will awaken the Jew to fully return to a 
committed Jewish life. 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

were you truly in the midst of the beracha 
of Yotzer Ohr and were correct in continu-
ing with it or was the unintended beracha 
of Yotzer Ohr worthless? 

It might seem to depend on the question 
(see Berachot 13a; Megilla 17a) of mitzvot 
tzrichot kavana (are mitzvot valid b’di’eved 
if the right action was done without inten-
tion to fulfill the mitzva?). While the ruling 
is not fully clear, especially concerning 
a Rabbinic mitzva, including almost all 
berachot, the main current is that one does 
not fulfill the mitzva (Shulchan Aruch, OC 
60:4 and Mishna Berura 60:10). Also, it is 
possible that a beracha made with a differ-
ent beracha in mind is worse (see Tosafot, 
Berachot 12a). Furthermore, arguably a 
“slip of the tongue” (you apparently went 
from Yishtabach to Yotzer Ohr on “auto 
pilot”) might be considered mitasek, which 
is worse than lack of intent (see Rosh 
Hashana 32b). On the other hand, this case 
might be better than classic mitasek, as you 
intended to praise Hashem with a beracha, 
albeit a different one.

Whether your Yotzer Ohr was valid 
might depend on how one learns a Magen 
Avraham (209:5). Writing about one who 

Mistake in 
Beracha 
on Delayed 
Laying of 
Tefillin – part II 

Question: I was at home with a weak 
stomach and decided it would be hala-
chically prudent to put on my tefillin for a 
shortened period (from after Yishtabach 
through Shemoneh Esrei). After I fastened 
the tefillin shel yad, I realized that the 
beracha I had recited was not the one for 
tefillin but that I had instinctively said Yot-
zer Ohr. I continued davening with just the 
shel yad until the next semi-break, Yotzer 
Hame’orot, at which point I put on the shel 
rosh. Was that correct?  

Answer: [Last time we saw that in the 
midst of Birkat Yotzer Ohr, there were two 
reasonable ways to time putting on the shel 
rosh and making the berachot.]

Had you switched the beracha to 
L’hani’ach Tefillin within toch k’dei dibur 
(app. two seconds), you probably could 
have combined the beracha opening with 
the intended, preferable wording and 
ignored Yotzer Ohr (see Shulchan Aruch, 
Orach Chayim 209:2). Having not done so, 
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recites Malbish Arumim with Poke’ach 
Ivrim in mind and then immediately 
inserts Pokeiach Ivrim, the Magen Avra-
ham is unsure which beracha he fulfills. If 
he had intended for Malbish Arumim and 
then tried to “erase” it in favor of Pokeiach 
Ivrim, he fulfilled Malbish Arumim. The 
Panim Meirot (I:58) changes the text in the 
Magen Avraham because one can correct a 
mistaken recitation immediately (Shulchan 
Aruch, OC 209:2 about one who recited 
Borei Pri Hagafen on water), and the Magen 
Avraham says that one who mistakenly 
recited, at Havdala, Borei Me’orei Ha’eish 
before Borei Minei Besamim can correct to 
Borei Minei Besamim. The Dagul Meirevava 
keeps our text and distinguishes as follows. 
In the case of water and of besamim, the 
object he held during the beracha proved 
he made a mistake, which enables him to 
switch to the correct beracha. In contrast, 
regarding Pokeiach Ivrim/Malbish Arumim, 
there is no physical indication the beracha 
was mistaken and therefore, it is unclear 

if he can change it. The Yad Ephrayim (ad 
loc.) makes a different distinction. Because 
Borei Pri Hagefen on water is nonsensical, 
moving on from Borei Pri Hagefen is nat-
ural, whereas regarding Malbish Arumim 
and Pokeiach Ivrim, which are both appro-
priate berachot, it might not be possible to 
switch, as the originally recitation takes 
effect. Our case contains a split between the 
distinctions. On the one hand, Yotzer Ohr 
and L’hani’ach Tefillin were both appropri-
ate at that point, but being about to fasten 
the tefillin made it clear you did not intend 
then for Yotzer Ohr. 

The above, though, is moot. Since Yot-
zer Ohr is a long beracha, even if lack of 
intention invalidates its beginning, the con-
tinuation of the beracha validated it. If you 
would have stopped for L’hani’ach Tefillin, 
you would have given up on the beracha 
you began, making it l’vatala, so it was good 
you continued. It might have been better 
to repeat “yotzer ohr…” (without “Baruch 
ata…), with kavana, but the beracha, as you 
did it, was valid b’di’eved.  

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

I am a resident of Modi’in and the munic-
ipality is currently expanding the road and 
planting flowers and trees alongside it. 
Since I pay municipal taxes, public land is 
also mine to a certain extent. Am I violating 
shemitah? Was heter mechi-
rah employed?

Answer:
Heter mechirah was 

never meant for garden-
ing, rather for agricultural 
purposes. Unfortunately, 
few municipalities in Israel 
decided to plant during 
this shemitah. To minimize 
shemitah violation in such 
places it is preferable to 
sell the land, but this is not 
optimal. We checked with 
the rabbanut of Modi’in, 
who told us that the municipality sold 
its land to a non-Jew and that only non-
Jews are involved in planting activities.  
The basic guidelines during renovations is 
wait until after shemitah to plant trees and 

flowers. Note that also filling in soil after 
renovation is problematic, since it prepares 
the ground for future planting. Our instruc-
tions lechatchilah are to lay soil but save 
10–30 cm, which should be filled in after 

shemitah or to fill in the 
upper 30 cm with material 
that is not fit for planting, 
such as gravel. After shem-
itah the gravel can be 
removed and replaced with 
soil.

Am I transgressing 
shemitah if the munici-
pality is?

Rabbi Moshe Sternbach 
in Teshuvot Vehanhagot 
(5:305, 5765) relates that 
the Chazon Ish warned the 
gardener of the Bene Berak 

municipality that if he performs forbidden 
work in the city’s gardens, all of the city’s 
residents will be violating shemitah since 
(1) public land also belongs to residents and 
(2) the municipality cares for the gardens 

The Responsibility Of 
Individuals For Planting 
Flowers And Trees In Their 
Municipality During Shemitah 
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on their behalf. However, continues Rabbi 
Sternbach, if an individual protests and 
declares that he is against these forbidden 
activities, he does not transgress shemitah 
prohibitions. Rabbi Nissin Karelitz (Chut 
Hashani) writes similarly. 

In conclusion: Complain to the Urban 
Improvement Department (SHEFA) or the 
municipality. It is best to also petition to 
religious council members and the city 
rabbi. After you protested the violation, 
you are no longer held accountable and 
are not considered violating shemitah 
prohibitions. 

In cases where the municipality per-
formed heter mechirah, such as Modi’in, it 
seems there is not a need to protest (even 
those who do not rely on heter mechirah) 
since the municipality relies on rabbis who 
are lenient. 

DAN NATURMAN
IAN LARA

JIM COLLITON
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  JERUSALEM Tue, June 21, Gerard Behar Theater 8:00pm (new location)
     BEIT SHEMESH Thu, June 23, Matnas Zinman Theater 8:30pm (new location)
       GUSH ETZION Sat, June 25, Heichal Hatarbut 9:30pm
              TEL AVIV Sun, June 26, ZOA House 8:30pm
                      RAANANA Tue, June 28, Mishkan Theater 8:30pm

The Koby Mandell Foundation  
is dedicated to helping bereaved  

families heal from terror and  
other tragedies. Programs include  

Camp Koby and Yosef,  
healing retreats, support groups,  

and individual grief counseling.
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 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

When preparing this week’s column I 
couldn’t help but think about its connection 
to Batsheva Yisraelevi, z”l, better known as 
the “Lady in Yellow,” an icon in Jerusalem, 
who passed away just over a month ago, 
and is truly missed. She was born, Bat-
sheva Siegal, and changed her name when 
coming to settle in Israel since she loved 
Israel, and was a Levi.  I would like to dedi-
cate the learning from this week’s portion, 
which actually talks about inaugurating the 
Leviim, to her memory .

The portion begins with instructions on 
how to light the Holy Menorah .

The Kohen is instructed to light “ El Mul 
Pnei HaMenorah” When you light the 
lamps, the seven lamps shall illuminate 

the menorah” ( 8:1). What does this mean?  
Rashi explains “ Toward the middle lamp, 
which is not on [one of ] the branches, but 
on the menorah [base] itself” . Rashi con-
tinues “The six on the six branches; the 
three eastern wicks-facing towards the 
center one, and likewise, the three western 
wicks, the tops of their wicks facing toward 
the center one. Why [were the wicks facing 
inwards, thus giving off so little light]? So 
that [people] should not say that He [God] 
needs the light.” 

Usually when one transfers fire to a 
wick it is to spread light from the wicks 
to the room around. Rav Chanan Porat, 
in his book “Meat Min Haor” says that 
the Gemara explains ( Megila 21:) that 
the six wicks on the side of the Menorah 
face towards the center one, which faces 
up towards the shechina, in Kodesh Hake-
doshim – the Holy of Holies. These candles 

The Menorah, Inaugurating 
The Leviim, And A Tribute To 
A Special Jerusalemite

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Azriel ben Chaya Michal

• AFS
• Avraham ben Baila Hinda

 • שלמה בן אסתר 
 • יהונתן בן מחלה

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל

YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT  
IN JERUSALEM
Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345
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www.theisraelcalendar.org
Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your program 
with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

Visit The Israel Calendar to 
explore English-language events 
taking place all over the country! 
The Israel Calendar  is an online platform showcasing virtual 

and in-person English-speaking programming throughout 

the country. All events posted on the calendar are designed 

for Olim seeking to connect with like-minded Anglos while 

benefiting from English-oriented events.
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were not needed to shine light into the Holy 
of Holies, but rather to take light from the 
Kodesh Kedoshim, and share this holy light 
with the 6 candles that pointed to the center 
candle, to then spread to the whole Mish-
kan. Only if the candles below receive their 
light from the source of holiness, will they 
be able to shed light for Israel from gener-
ation to generation.

This is in a sense what Batsheva z”l did. 
She was so connected to God, starting with 
her early Vatikin prayers where she really 
conversed with God. She shared this true 
connection she had with God with those all 
around her by organizing weekly shiurim 
for women in her house on Shabbat after-
noon. She would call everyone each week 
to make sure they would come and man-
aged to fill her living room with women of 
all ages who were willing to give up their 
Shabbat nap to learn Torah. In her quest 
for knowledge she was like the wicks of the 
Menorah soaking up the light from above. 
She would soak up divrei Torah and ask 
many questions and do her best to under-
stand. Her yellow clothes, her positive 
words and the Torah she organized for oth-
ers to learn brought light from above like 
the Holy Menorah. Her passing is a great 
loss and her memory should inspire us all 
to strive even higher. 

 RECIPE

 This week’s recipe is in memory of Bat-
sheva z”l. From the time she came to Israel 
she fasted a lot. She ate to live.  She didn’t 
live to eat. She would put nuts, grains and 
sprouts in a blender and eat the mixture 
for nourishment. Here is a salad using the 

ingredients she would eat. 

HEALTHY BULGUR WHEAT, 
SPROUTS, AND NUTS SALAD

1 cup Bulgur wheat (medium sized)  
1 carrot, peeled and formed into  
ribbons with a vegetable peeler. 
1 small cucumber, chopped 
1-2 cups sprouts (store bought or sprout 
your own from chickpeas, lentils…) 
1/4 cup coriander, chopped

1/4 cup walnuts, chopped

1-2 scallions, chopped 
1 tbsp sesame seeds

2 tomatoes, chopped 
Dressing 
1 tbsp olive oil 
1 tbsp tachina  
1/2 tbsp honey 
1 tbsp lemon juice 
1/2 tsp ginger (optional) 
hot water to thin

Cover bulgur wheat with 11/2 cups of 
water. Bring to a boil, cover and let sit 
for about 8 minutes. While the wheat 
cooks mix the dressing ingredients. Toss 
the salad ingredients with the bulgur 
wheat.  Pour the dressing over the salad 
and serve. 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         57

OU ISRAEL CENTER         59

www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades

If the Hat Fits, it’s SherlockS!
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31 KING GEORGE, JERUSALEM
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(Free Shipping)

“A town in the Manabí
province of Ecuador
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from toquilla straw.” 
Panama hats

Montecristi
Pirkei Avot: A Users’ Manual

by Jeremy Phillips

  

Pirkei Avot (the “Ethics of the Fathers”) is the ancient 
Jewish code of ethics and good conduct. Jews have loved 
and learned Avot for nearly 2,000 years—but has it lost 
its immediacy and relevance in the world of social media 
and high-tech innovation, a world that faces the ongoing 
challenges of a new social revolution?

This three-volume work re-examines the guidance of the early 
Jewish sages and projects it onto the canvas of life as we live 
it in the 21st century. Analysis of each teaching is followed by 
a set of Discussion Points for personal reflection and shared 
debate. Read this book and you will discover that Avot is truly 
a workable and practical lifestyle manual for today. 

Jeremy Phillips is coordinator of the Avot Today Facebook 
Group and the Avot Today weblog.

Available from 
POMERANZ BOOKSELLERS, 

Be’eri 5, Jerusalem
Price: nis 280
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THE DAILY
 PORTION

BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR

How Was 
Your Chag?

Here's an attempt to summarize the Jeru-
salem Shavuot experience, 5782.

To see tens of thousands learning Torah 
in the middle of the night. In lectures, 
learning in a group 
or with a partner, 
in saying the tra-
ditional Shavuot 
Tikkun. Not to 
mention more 
than a few parents 
and children who 
simply are sit-
ting and learning 
together until one 
of them falls asleep (which was generally 
not the child...).

To see tens of thousands of people flow-
ing to the Western Wall at five o'clock in the 
morning. They poured out of all the neigh-
borhoods and alleyways and overflowed 
the Kotel plaza with emotional early morn-
ing prayers. As I was going down the steps 
leading to the Kotel and the throng below 
was revealed, a woman next to me asked 
in astonishment: "Is it like this every year? 
I am already 30 years old, so how is it that 
I never knew about this?".

To see the night disappear and the sun 

come up. I do not remember the last time 
I was so privileged. To disconnect from 
my cell phone for two consecutive days. 
I do not remember the last time I was so 
privileged.

To be silent for a moment and to hear 
the different prayer services, the varying 
styles, the piyutim (liturgical poems), the 
Hallel songs, Megillat Ruth, the Ten Com-

madments. And to 
read the words in 
the prayer book 
that define this 
unique festival: 
"the time of the 
giving

of our Torah."
To meet tour-

ists from Israel 
but mostly from 

abroad who are returning to Jerusalem. 
To hear from them that there is no room 
available in any of the city's hotels, baruch 
HaShem. Welcome. We missed hearing 
English and French and Spanish at the 
Kotel.

To meet the many reservists that 
returned from that huge IDF exercise in 
Cyprus. I saw at least three of them who 
returned Shavuot Eve and recited the HaG-
omel blessing on Shabbat morning after 
a week away from their families, during 
which time there was no possibility of call-
ing home.
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Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.

To see the many security forces on guard 
and also the refreshments that kind souls 
were distributing to them. And to see the 
distribution stations where water and food 
were available to all. Thanks to whoever 
bought so many colorful frozen treats and 
was passing them out at Jaffa Gate. It was 
amusing to see little chilldren next to adults 
and bearded Chasidim, all of them walking 
around with an ice pop in their hand. Per-
haps this represents the sweetness of the 
Torah for everyone.

And how do we come down from all 
these emotional experiences? It is said 
that on Shavuot each of us must accept a 
new obligation, however small, that is con-
nected with the Torah. Some positive action 
to which we can surely commit ourselves. 
Everyone is invited to try.

Shavua tov.  
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second category, the Jewish people persist 
in promoting collective nostalgia for the 
fleshpots of Egypt, with disastrous results. 
Finally, even the best are not immune from 
making incorrect equivalencies. Aharon 
and Miriam misassess Moshe’s spiritual 
requirements, thinking his were the same 
as theirs, eventually paying a price.  

As much as we try, it’s inevitable that 
we will incorrectly match and equate the 
infinitely diverse people, ideas, and expe-
riences of the world. But neither was the 
world created for nor the Torah given to 
the ministering angels. We will make mis-
takes, but preserving a perspective which 
“loves the maybe”(Derech Eretz Zuta 1:11) 
will ensure a modicum of humility as we 
attempt to organize our world. Ultimately, 
what matters is faithfulness to Rava’s 
words, constantly examining ourselves to 
see whether “fear of the Lord is our trea-
sure”(Shabbat 31a).

Ometz Shmidman
Alon Shvut,  
9th Grade
Just Give Me a 
Second

Can’t make it to Jerusalem for Pesach? 
Are you tamei met (impure due to contact 
with a dead body)? What do you do now? 
Are you destined to be excluded from the 
rest of Am Yisrael? The carriers of Yosef’s 
bones (Rashi) were faced with this very 

Ephraim Fruchter
Jerusalem Chapter 
Madrich

Optical Illusions

In the cool Spanish spring of 1452, Joseph 
ibn Shem-Tov, mentor of Don Isaac Abra-
vanel and author of the earliest Jewish 
treatise on preaching(Ein ha-Qore), deliv-
ered a rousing sermon to the reeling Jewish 
community of Segovia. Through analyzing 
Rebbe Akiva’s shopkeeper metaphor in 
Pirkei Avot(3:20), ibn Shem-Tov responds 
to the tendency of comparing the nature 
of human and divine justice by developing 
a distinction between them. According to 
ibn Shem-Tov, divine justice is true since it 
accounts for all factors and nuances, gov-
erning in a fashion unattainable by beings 
of flesh and blood. 

This tendency to conflate what are really 
two distinct notions is endemic to the 
human condition, expressing itself in the 
communal, material, and spiritual realms. 
Parshat Beha’alotcha presents instances of 
these three spheres of comparison. Firstly, 
as Rashi (Bemidbar 8:2) notes, the task of 
lighting the menorah was given to Aharon 
after he had contrasted his more static 
role in the dedication of the Mishkan with 
the dynamic participation of the nesi’im. 
And masechet Pesachim (96a) scrutinizes 
where the obligations of Pesach Rishon and 
Sheni converge and diverge. Within the 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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problem. They went to Moshe and started 
complaining that they were excluded from 
the mitzvah of korban pesach, asking “Why 
should we be excluded from the rest?” You 
can almost hear their screaming for justice 
and political correctness. Why should impu-
rity be a reason for exclusion? This is such a 
big question that Moshe brings the question 
to G-d, whose response is immediately in the 
very next pasuk! Unbelievably fast!

G-d doesn’t go back on what He said that 
whoever is tamei can’t perform the kor-
ban pesach. That would disrespect Him. 
Instead, He sets another date, a “second 
pesach” on the 14th of Iyar, whereas if you 
are tamei on the first pesach you can do the 
korban pesach during this “second pesach.” 
Granted, you are still being excluded from 
the main event. But imagine there is a test, 
and everyone takes it except you. Wouldn’t 
you feel excluded from the group? On the 
other hand, once you do it, you can get back 
into the group, so not the worst. 

Pesach Sheni is very similar to the case of 
splitting the Land of Israel according to the 
fathers, where another group was being 
excluded from the rest of the shevet. Nor-
mally, if a father dies his sons inherit him. 
Tzlofchad, who sinned severely when he 
gathered wood on Shabbat, died and had only 
girls but no sons. The girls went to Moshe and 
asked- Why should our father’s legacy die just 
because he doesn’t have sons? He has daugh-
ters, that should be enough to deserve land 
in Eretz Yisrael! Once again, Moshe brought 
the question to G-d. They got their land and it 
started a whole other set of questions. 

Seeing how important it is to be inclusive, 
when you are with friends playing some-
thing in school, and you see someone just 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

there on the side, encourage them to come 
and join, to be a part of the group, of the class. 
We learn that when someone is excluded, it’s 
such a difficult case that Moshe brought the 
case to G-d himself! 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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Real Life Rescues 
Making Sure Breakfast's  
Bracha Rishona Wasn't a Bracha Achrona

At around 9:15 on Friday morning last week, a 75-year-old man was eating breakfast in the kitchen of 
his home in Afula when he lost consciousness and fell to the floor. The man’s wife, son, and daughter were 
there with him and called emergency services for help.

Karen Ezouz, a United Hatzalah volunteer EMT, was shopping in preparation for Shabbat when she 
received the emergency alert. Karen realized that she was not far at all from the address written on her 
communication device and could drive there in just a few minutes. Karen abandoned her shopping cart on 
the side of the grocery store and ran out to her car in the parking lot.

When Karen arrived at the scene, a United Hatzalah paramedic and two other EMTs were already 
tending to the patient. She was relieved that they had started CPR so quickly. Karen surveyed the scene 
to see what she could help with. The team was still in the early stages of CPR. The EMTs were performing 
chest compressions and the paramedic had just started to intubate the man in order to allow for easier 
assisted breathing. Karen connected a Lucas device that provided automated compressions in an attempt 
to stabilize the patient.   

Once the situation had calmed somewhat and CPR was underway, Karen got an okay from the others 
to step aside in order to assist the worried family members, whom she had noticed had developed severe 
emotional reactions to the incident. "It's always important to make 
sure the witnesses to the medical emergency are okay as well," Karen 
explained. "Things like this often take a strong emotional toll on those 
close to the person undergoing the medical emergency, especially if 
they are family. By utilizing the psychological first aid training that we 
received from the Psychotrauma and Crisis Response Unit, we can help 
alleviate sensations of helplessness that can build up the trauma for 
family members."

Karen took the family members into another room where it was 
quiet and brought each of them a glass of water and got them to drink in 
order to help calm them down. “I don’t have that much experience with 
psychotrauma as I am not a certified practitioner, but we all learn the 
basics in the EMT training course that United Hatzalah provides and we 
pick up bits and pieces from other emergencies that we are present at. 
They had a lot of questions, many of which I couldn't answer because I 
couldn’t say for sure what the outcome of our efforts was going to bring. 
All I could do at that moment was reassure them that their loved one 
was in good hands and that we were doing everything possible to save 
their loved one. I also explained to them that they are not alone and that I would keep them updated on 
everything. I was in a difficult situation because they wanted to hear good news, but I couldn't tell them that 
everything was okay when that was not the reality. It wasn’t easy, but thankfully they started to relax.”

After around 15 minutes, the man’s pulse returned. The team continued treatment for another few 
minutes until the man was stable enough to be transported to the nearest hospital. The patient had 
sustained a head injury from his fall so the team tended to his wound before the transport.

"It was really emotional seeing the patient be successfully resuscitated, especially because he was 
along in years when successful outcomes are less frequent," Karen said after the incident. "As always, it 
was encouraging being one of the EMTs to be a part of such a miracle. I consider myself fortunate that I was 
able to help both the patient and his family go through such a serious event.”

1221
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WHEN SECONDS COUNT...

UNITED HATZALAH IS THERE.
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United Hatzalah’s network of 6,200 volunteer medics 
help save thousands of lives each year across Israel by 
providing medical treatment in an average response 

time of 3 minutes or less.
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