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Whenever I experience OU 
Israel from a new vantage 
point I am filled with a tre-
mendous sense of gratitude. 
Working at OU Israel over the 

last 16 years beside a team that continues 
to dedicate itself to filling the needs within 
Am Yisrael, I can easily become accustomed 
to the impact that each program brings 
and take for granted the power of each 
initiative…

Every time I walk into the OU Israel build-
ing on Rosh Chodesh, I’ll see 100 or so women 
filling the halls for one of the many L’Ayla 
Rosh Chodesh seminars… 

After every NCSY Shabbaton, like the 
one that was recently led by Rabbi Yosef 
Ginsberg and Rabbi Michael Kahn in Even 
Shmuel, I’ll see photos of teens whose faces 
are shining with inspiration and passion… 
Whenever I walk into the Zula, I’ll find dedi-
cated staff members attending to the various 
needs of whichever teen stands before them…  

Every Yom Ha’atzmaut and Yom Yerusha-
layim I know that I will join Am Yisrael as we 
dance and sing during 
the Tefilah Chagigit, 
and leave uplifted and 
fulfilled. 

Each of these expe-
riences, among so 
many others, are 
enough to inspire 
my team and me to 
remain dedicated in 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

our mission to fortifying Am Yisrael in Eretz 
Yisrael. In my role as the Executive Director 
of OU Israel I am often asked to attend pro-
grams and I am grateful for these invitations 
because I thoroughly enjoy seeing the impact 
of OU Israel. When in attendance, my atten-
tion is usually focused on making sure each 
program meets the goals the team set out to 
achieve, and at times, addressing attendees 
directly in a speech or dedicated session. 

But every so often I get the opportunity to 
attend an OU Israel event as a participant, 
fully immersing myself in the experience 
beside my brothers and sisters. I’d like to 
share two such opportunities that I recently 
had: the Yachad Israel Family Shabbaton 
and the Yom Yerushalayim Tefilah Chagigit. 

For Shabbat Parshat Bechukotai, my fam-
ily and I were invited to attend the Yachad 
Israel Family Shabbaton that took place at 
the Kinar Galilee Hotel on the Kinneret. 
It had been some time since I was able to 
attend a Yachad Shabbaton and I was very 
much looking forward to the experience. 
But there was something particularly 

meaningful about 
this year’s event. My 
wife’s brother, Chaim 
Yishai, is an extraor-
dinary neshama. He 
survived a car acci-
dent when he was just 
nine-years-old that 
left him with some 
unique challenges. 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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My life continues to be enhanced by Chaim 
Yishai and I remain grateful for the zechus 
that my family and I have to know him, love 
him and care for him. 

But like so many exceptional people, Chaim 
Yishai’s life comes with many challenges. Up 
until now, I never thought to bring him with 
me to Yachad Israel events because its pro-
grams are typically geared toward Anglos. 
But this year, my wife suggested I find out if 
there would be any benefit to bringing him. 
After speaking with Rabbi Rami Strosberg, 
the Director of Yachad Israel, he confirmed 
that there would be some Israeli partici-
pants and families, and encouraged us to 
bring Chaim Yishai. We told Chaim Yishai 
about the program and he excitedly agreed 
to come. 

Within hours of our arrival, it was clear 
to me that my family and I would gain a 
tremendous amount from the program 
that Yachad Israel organized. With sessions 
tracked for participants, families and siblings 
spanning three different ages, and dynamic 
programs such as a talent show, pizza 
making, boat riding, improv and other fun 
activities, the Shabbaton was thoughtfully 
planned to benefit all who attended. As my 
wife and I joined sessions led by profession-
als addressing a variety of topics for those 
caring for loved ones with special needs, I 
found myself intrigued by the questions and 
discussions that took place, fortified by the 
new knowledge I gained and encouraged by 
the guidance provided. 

I’ll take this moment to wish a tremendous 
ya’asher koach to the Yachad Israel team led 
by Rabbi Rami Strosberg and Yoel Sterman, 
as well as Rabbi Avrohom Adler, the Interna-
tional Director of Yachad who flew in for the 

Ready to go in 10 seconds.  
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For more information, visit our website at: 
movinglife.co.il/shabat 

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-2317877

The SHABBATTO mobility scooter 
offers a “Mehudar” Shabbat 

mechanism that is pre-installed and 
does not require expensive fitting.

The only mobility scooter 
without Gramma!

Authorized by STAR-K (US) and ZOMET (IL)
The Shabbat mechanism should be used only for/ 
by individuals that have difficulty walking. A local 

orthodox Rabbi should be consulted to determine 
whether an individual meets this standard.  

Contact Star-K/ Zomet for halachic guidelines.
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the Israeli Police Department who helped OU 
Israel provide a meaningful and safe event 
for attendees. Thank you Matti Goldstein, 
Rabbi Sam Shor, Zemira Ozarowski, David 

Katz and everyone 
else involved for 
your part in making 
the day as special as 
it was. 

My recent expe-
riences at OU Israel 
events have given 
me a renewed 
appreciation for the 
creativity, passion 
and dedication of 
my team. If you are 
interested in get-
ting more involved, 
visit https://www.
ouisrael.org/events/ 
to learn about our 
upcoming programs. 
For those who will be 
in Yerushalayim on 
Shavuot, join us for a 
full night of dynamic 
Torah learning at the 
OU Israel Center. I 
will be opening the 
evening’s program 
at 11:00 p.m.

Wishing you all an 
uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

Shabbaton. It was a Shabbat that my family 
and I will cherish.

This past Sunday I had yet another oppor-
tunity to benefit from an event that was 
meticulously planned by 
the OU Israel team: the 
musical Yom Yerusha-
layim Tefilah Chagigit 
led by Rabbi Noam Koe-
nigsberg. Standing on 
the Haas Promenade 
overlooking Har Haba-
yit, we sang shirah and 
hoda’ah to HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu from the 
depths of our hearts, as 
we gazed upon the place 
where Bayit Rishon and 
Bayit Sheini once stood. 

Together we took 
part in cherishing our 
history, standing in the 
very place many believe 
Avraham Avinu and 
Yitzchak Avinu stood 
when making their way 
to the akeidah, as they 
journeyed from Chev-
ron. Together we raised 
our voices and shed 
tears as we davened for 
the building of Bayit 
Shlishi. 

The Yom Yerushalayim 
Tefilah Chagigit was 
a collaborative effort that I know touched 
all who attended. I wish another heartfelt 
ya’asher koach to Moshe Lion, Mayor of 
Yerushalayim, Arieh King, Deputy Mayor of 
Yerushalayim, the Israel municipality and 

credit: Elnatan Goldstein
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

1st aliya (Bamidbar 4:21-37) A 
census of the family of Ger-
shon (son of Levi) is done.  The 

family of Gershon is responsible for the 
textiles of the Mishkan: the curtains and 
the covers of the Mishkan. They are to 
function under the supervision of Aharon 
and his sons; in their case, under Itamar.  
The census of the family of Merari is taken.  
Their responsibility is the structure of the 
Mishkan: boards, sockets, wall braces.  

KI TEITZEI Their tasks are assigned by name, super-
vised by Itamar. The census, aged 30 – 50, 
of the family of Kehat is 2,750. 

These first 2 aliyot conclude the descrip-
tion of the jobs of the Leviim in managing 
and transporting the Mishkan. And of 
their census. The Leviim encamp around 
the Mishkan. The other 12 tribes encamp 
around them.  

2nd aliya (4:38-49) The census of 
Gershon, 2,630, and Merari, 
3,200. The total of those who 

will serve and carry the Mishkan is 8,580.
With the conclusion of the assigning of 

roles and of the census of the Leviim, the 
detailed description of the Jewish camp 
is complete. In the description of the jobs, 
the names, and the numbers, we begin to 
see the Jewish nation as a nation.  It is real 
people, with real names and real popula-
tions. And this nation is to march with G-d 
in our midst and to encamp with Him in 
our midst. With the destination: the Land 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

NASO

The OU Israel Family mourns the passing of
Rabbi Pinchas Stolper z"l

and sends its heartfelt condolences to his wife,  
Rebbetzin Elaine Stolper and his children

Rabbi Stolper was a trailblazing pioneer in the education of  Jewish teens;  
served as the first full-time national director of  NCSY and as the longest serving  

executive vice president of  the Orthodox Union.
During more than forty years of  working with Jewish youth, Rabbi Stolper built the 

NCSY movement from coast to coast. His work with NCSY directly impacted multitudes 
of  Jewish households and played a defining role in Jewish life in the global Orthodox Jewish 
community for the past several decades. He created and developed modalities of  experiential 

Jewish learning and living that have become the standard for inspiring commitment in 
Jewish students around the world. Rabbi Stolper subsequently assumed a broader role in 

communal leadership, serving as Executive Vice President of  the Union of  Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of  America for eighteen years.

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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of Israel. But, we who know how the rest 
of the book will unfold, recognize this 
detailed order as foreshadowing. Oh that 
our national life would be so neat and tidy.  
You here, you here. You doing your task, 
you doing yours. All of us recognizing G-d 
in our midst. This is a lovely description of 
how we ought to live and how we ought 
to travel on in to the Land of Israel.  But 
the book of Bamidbar is the meeting of 
the ideal with the real.  Instructions and 
descriptions of what ought to be are great; 
how they actually are lived in this less than 
neat and tidy world gets messy.  

3rd aliya (5:1-10) Command the 
people to send those, male or 
female with Tzarat, or who are 

Zavim or Tamei out of the camp.  The peo-
ple did so. A man or woman who steals, 
swears denying the theft and then admits, 
shall repay the principal plus one fifth to 
the owner.  If the owner has died leaving 
no heirs, the payment is paid to the Kohen.  
The Kohen’s portions fully belong to him. 

These 2 aliyot are also foreshadowing.  
Now that the march to the Land of Israel is 
about to become a reality, don’t ignore the 
foibles of people in society. Keep the camp 
tahor – both in the details of the laws and 
in a metaphoric sense. Know that people 
will steal. And not only steal, but lie to cover 
it up. Stealing and lying are paradigmatic 
failures of people trying to live together 
in society. In the book of Bamidbar, when 
we make the shift from theory to practice, 
from instructions to marching, coalescing 
as a nation, human failures are inevitable.  
Stealing and lying.  The Torah never por-
trays the Jewish people as perfect, pristine. 
We are a real life people with all of our 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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shortcomings. A holy people; but a holy 
people that is real, not fairy tales.

4th aliya (5:11-6:27) The Sotah: If 
a married woman spends time 
alone with a man other than her 

husband, and her husband suspects her of 
having had relations with that man, then 
she is brought to the Kohen. She brings a 
simple offering. The Kohen places water 
and dust in a container. She swears that she 
is innocent. The Kohen writes in a scroll 
that should she be guilty, the water she will 
drink will cause fatal internal damage.  
These words are put in the water. Her offer-
ing is brought; the water is drunk by her. If 
she is guilty, this will be fatal.  If innocent, 
this will prove it. The Nazir: When a person 
vows to be a Nazir, they may not drink wine 
or any product from a grape, may not cut 
their hair and may not come in contact 
with the dead, including closest relatives.  
If the Nazir does come in contact with the 
dead before the conclusion of his Nazir sta-
tus, then he must bring an offering of 2 
birds, one for a chatat and one for an olah. 
At the final end of his Nazir status he brings 
animals for a chatat, an olah and a shlamim. 
He cuts his hair and burns it. Birkat 
Kohanim: Tell Aharon that he shall bless 
the Jewish people with Birkat Kohanim: in 
so doing they place My name on the people 
and I bless them. 

The 2 quite dramatic mitzvoth in this 
aliya express the theme of this book of 
Bamidbar:  the tricky business of living 
the ideal in this complicated world of the 
imperfect. The ideal has been the topic of 
Shemot and Vayikra: living a life with G-d 
in our midst, a holy life, a noble and sancti-
fied life walking with our G-d in our midst.  

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)
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– is actually a reality.”

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but offers monetary savings, and
an increase in your investment value.
Anglo-populated, sunny Ashkelon is the answer!
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But stuff happens in life. That ideal has to 
be lived by real live people, who, well, get 
in the way. 

The 2 elaborate mitzvoth mentioned 
here, Sotah and Nazir, are breaches in com-
munal life in particular.  Sefer Bamidbar, as 
the book of the march to the Land of Israel, 
is both the transition from the ideal life 
of camping at Mt. Sinai, to the rough and 
tumble of real people living real lives.  And 
it is the maturing of the Jewish people in 
our communal, national expression. Sotah 
and Nazir are breaches in communal life.  
The Sotah, the wife suspected of adultery, 
is a breakdown in the holiness of family 
life.  The Nazir is a breach in the reach for 
super holiness; as if to say the Torah isn’t 
enough, isn’t holy enough for me.  Insuf-
ficient holiness is a breach, but no less a 
breach is super holiness.

In the mitzvah of the Nazir, left unsaid 
is what prompts this person to swear off 
wine, contact with the dead and cutting 
their hair. Something is going on in their 
life so that they need to restrict themselves.  
Vows of restriction of this sort could be a 
desire to live an even more rarified and 
holy life than the rest of us.  That may be a 
noble desire; or it may be distorted. When 
the Nazir has failed himself and wants to 

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A
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rectify his weaknesses by swearing off 
wine, that would appear positive. But if the 
Nazir ascribes to himself a holier than thou 
position, that the Torah is fine for you, but 
not for me, then this is a breach not of ero-
sion but of hubris, of condescension.

5th aliya (7:1-41) On the day 
Moshe completed, anointed 
and sanctified the Mishkan and 

all it contains, the leaders of the tribes 
brought a contribution. They brought 6 
wagons and 12 oxen for the transport of the 
Mishkan: 2 wagons and 4 oxen were given 
to Gershon, 4 wagons and 8 oxen to Merari.  
Kehat did not receive any for they carried 
the vessels of the Mishkan on their shoul-
ders. The leaders of each of the 12 tribes 
brought offerings as an inauguration of the 
Mishkan.  Each day the leader of the tribe 
is named and his offering brought.  Each 
leader’s offering is identical.

Our parsha is the longest parsha in the 
Torah due to these last 3 aliyot. In fact, these 
3 aliyot are only one chapter but a chapter 
of 89 verses, longer than many full parshiot.    

6th aliya (7:42-71) The descrip-
tion of the leader’s offerings 
continues, outlining days 6 to 10.

Each day a different Nasi, head of the 
tribe brought an offering, though the offer-
ing was identical each day.  This repetition 

engages the commentators. Perhaps this 
relates to the nature of leadership itself.  
Jonathan Sacks, z”l, occupied himself 
extensively with the notion of leadership.  
One of his dominant themes was the theme 
of service versus power. A Jewish leader 
serves his people.  And serves his G-d.  Not 
himself. This is hammered home by the 
offerings of the Nasi. In offering to G-d, the 
Nasi is expressing that he is a servant of G-d 
and a servant of His people. The march to 
the Land will be demanding of these lead-
ers.  They need to affirm from the outset 
that they serve not themselves but their G-d 
and their people.

7th aliya (7:72-89) The descrip-
tion of the leader’s offerings 
continues, with days 11 and 12.  

The Torah enumerates the totals of each of 
the offerings brought by the leaders.  These 
served as inauguration of the anointed 
altar.  When Moshe entered the Ohel Moed 
to speak with G-d, he heard the Voice ema-
nate from upon the kaporet, the covering 
of the Aron, from between the angels and 
He spoke with him.

The Parsha concludes with a repetition 
that G-d spoke to Moshe from above the 
Aron. Whereas the emphasis previously 
was on the magic of the meeting of G-d and 
man, here the emphasis is on the content: 
Moshe acts on Divine instruction, not his 
own personal power and pride.  

HAFTORAH NASO 
SHOFTIM 13:2-25

The theme of the laws related to the nazir 
comes to light in the haftorah by describing 
the birth of Shimshon. 

לעילוי נשמות
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Baer z"l

on his fourteenth yahrzeit (2 Iyar)
and

Rebbetzin Hannah Baer a"h
on her first yahrzeit (29 Iyar)

May their memory be blessed
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18 mitzvot; 7 positive, 11 prohibitions - the most of 
Bamidbar’s 10 sedras 
18 might not seem to be that many mitzvot, but only 
9 sedras in the Torah (of 54) have more mitzvot than 
Naso

MITZVOT

STATS

35th of 54 sedras; 2nd of 10 in Bamidbar 
Written on 311 lines in a Sefer Torah. 
That’s a record breaking 7.4 columns 26 Parshiyot; 18 
open, 8 closed. Only 4 sedras have more parshiyot 
176 p’sukim, 2264 words,8632 letters 
Indisputably the longest sedra in the Torah, however 
you count length.
Naso is well below average, though, in length of 
p’sukim, but not enough to affect its first place ranking 

A child is to be born to Manoach and 
his wife, members of the tribe of Dan. An 
angel of Hashem conveys the message that 
this child is to observe the nazarite laws 
by abstaining from all foods forbidden to 
a nazarite. The angel also declares that this 
child will defend the Jewish people from the 
Philistine oppression and will protect the 
nation of Israel in the Land.

God then sends the angel a second time to 
convey the same message and establish that 
these instructions are to be closely followed. 
The angel instructs Manoach to take a goat 
that he wished to slaughter for a celebratory 
meal upon hearing of this joyful news, and 
instead, bring it as a sacrifice to God.

The prophecy from heaven comes to fru-
ition and the child Shimshon is born into 
the world: “And the boy grew up, and God 
blessed him.” 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Uniformity 
and 
Uniqueness

One of the interesting paradoxes of 
human life is our tendency to copy one 
another and to try to “fit in” with friends 
and acquaintances, while simultaneously 
trying to be distinct from others, and to be 
our “own person.”

The pressures of conformity are very 
strong in all human societies. People who 
are different are often treated as outcasts. 
And each of us determines our behavior 
with an eye toward others’ opinions. We 
want to be part of the group, part of the 
crowd.

The pressures that human groups—large 
and small—exert upon each of us result 
not only in conformity, but in uniformity. 
Groups demand that all members act in 
accordance with their norms and its stan-
dards. Behavior which breaks the mold 

of uniformity is seen as threatening, even 
bizarre.

And yet, we all feel the need to assert our 
uniqueness, our own precious individuality. 

One of my personal favorite cartoons 
shows a crowd of penguins, looking identi-
cal, all black and white. In the center of the 
horde is one penguin with a barely notice-
able red bow tie. The cartoon’s caption has 
that penguin saying, “I got to be me.”

Obviously, conformity is necessary for 
a society to function efficiently, and to 
maintain its equilibrium. Individual self-ex-
pression is also necessary, to introduce new 
coping methods into the social process.

There are dangers to both tendencies, that 
which demands uniformity, and that which 
allows for the individual’s urge for auton-
omy and self-assertion.

Countless times in history, we have wit-
nessed terrible dangers intrinsic to crowd 
behavior. We have seen the negative effects 
of cults, which encourage blind conformity 
to group norms. We have seen entire nations 
unquestioningly following cruel calls for the 
genocide of targeted populations.

We have seen the urge to be different 
result in equally harmful and dangerous 
behavior. Individuals who just want to be 
noticed will resort to serial murders of inno-
cents, or to venting their rage by spraying a 
school campus with bullets. Self-expression 
carried to the extreme.

Apparently, there are good sides and bad 

In loving memory of
Clara Horowitz a"h

On her 22nd yahrtzeit - ח סיון

from Mina and Howard Millendorf 
Sharon, Shlomo, Elior, Amiad,

and Yagel Rabinowitz
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sides to both social conformity and indi-
vidualistic behavior. The secret lies in the 
balance between the two.

In the Torah portion, Parshat Naso, even 
the casual reader will be troubled by the 
repetitive description of the offerings of 
the twelve tribal princes. Each of them 
contributes an absolutely identical set of 
celebratory gifts to the tabernacle. The uni-
formity of the twelve sets of gifts is absolute. 
It seems as if each of the twelve princes 
strove to totally conform to the others, and 
none dared defy the standards of the rest 
of the group. An example of conformity, if 
there ever was one.

The congregants in the synagogue who 
hear the Torah reader repetitively chant 
the monotonous lists of contributions often 
feel bored and ask, “Why the repetition, and 
why the uniformity?”

Here, the rabbis of the Midrash help us 
out. They take a different, deeper, and more 
perceptive view. Motivated by the same 
discomfort as today’s Torah listener, they 
exclaim, “Their gifts are all identical, but 
each has his own unique intention.”

Although the gifts all shared common 
explicit language, the thoughts and emo-
tions behind each gift differed from prince 
to prince. Each lent a different kavanah, a 
distinct unspoken meaning, to his gifts. And 
that meaning was based upon the unique 
nature of each prince and the tribe he rep-
resented. The gifts were all the same; the 
underlying intentions were as different as 
one can imagine. The lyrics were identical; 

the melody, different.
The rabbis speculate at some length as 

to the nature of these implicit intentions. 
They wonder as to how the prince of the 
tribe of Reuben might have expressed his 
tribe’s uniqueness in contradistinction to 
the prince of the tribe of Simeon, and Levi, 
and Judah, and so forth.

All human societies contain the tension 
between the pressure to conform and the 
inner urge to be distinctive. Religious soci-
eties contain that tension all the more. 
Judaism, for example, requires conformity 
to an elaborate set of behavioral guidelines. 
The casual observer of a group of Jews at 
prayer, or at the Passover Seder table, or 
circling the bimah with their palm fronds 
during the holiday of Succoth, will see a 
group of people who seem to be obsessively 
imitating each other.

But the observer who is familiar with 
the inner lives of those who comprise that 
group of Jews will realize that each person’s 
prayer is different and reflective of his or 
her unique experience. Everyone around 
the Seder table is responding to different 
religious memories, and each of those who 
are circling the bimah is doing so with a 
very distinctive and unique set of religious 
emotions.

If there is a lesson to be gained from this 
perspective of our parsha, it is this: Religious 
behavior calls for a great deal of unifor-
mity, but also insists that each individual 
draw from his or her own wellspring of 
inspiration.

We all must be the same, yet we all must 
be different. This paradox is true of all 
human societies. It is especially true of the 
society of Jews. 
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Two Versions 
of the  
Moral Life

Parshat Naso contains the laws relating 
to the Nazirite – an individual who under-
took to observe special rules of holiness 
and abstinence: not to drink wine or other 
intoxicants (including anything made from 
grapes), not to have his hair cut, and not 
to defile himself by contact with the dead 
(Num. 6:1–21). Such a state was usually 
undertaken for a limited period; the stan-
dard length was thirty days. There were 
exceptions, most famously Samson and 
Samuel who, because of the miraculous 
nature of their birth, were consecrated 
before their birth as Nazirites for life.1  

1  See Judges 13:1–7; and I Sam. 1:11. The 
Talmud distinguishes these kinds of cases 

 
What the Torah does not make clear, 
though, is firstly why a person might wish 
to undertake this form of abstinence, and 
secondly whether it considers this choice 
to be commendable, or merely permissible. 
On the one hand the Torah calls the Nazir-
ite “holy to God” (Num. 6:8). On the other, it 
requires him, at the end of the period of his 
vow, to bring a sin offering (Num. 6:13–14).

This led to an ongoing disagreement 
between the Rabbis in Mishnaic, Talmudic, 
and medieval times.

According to Rabbi Elazar, and later to 
Nahmanides, the Nazirite is praiseworthy. 
He has voluntarily undertaken a higher 
level of holiness. The prophet Amos said, 
“I raised up some of your sons for prophets, 
and your young men for Nazirites,” (Amos 
2:11) suggesting that the Nazirite, like the 
prophet, is a person especially close to God. 
The reason he had to bring a sin offering 
was that he was now returning to ordinary 
life. His sin lay in ceasing to be a Nazirite.

from the standard vow for a fixed period. 
The most famous Nazirite of modern times 
was Rabbi David Cohen (1887–1972), a dis-
ciple of Rav Kook and father of the Chief 
Rabbi of Haifa, Rabbi She’ar-Yashuv Cohen 
(1927–2016).

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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Eliezer HaKappar and Shmuel held the 
opposite opinion. For them the sin lay 
in becoming a Nazirite in the first place 
and thereby denying himself some of the 
pleasures of the world God created and 
declared good. Rabbi Eliezer added: 

“From this we may infer that if one who 
denies himself the enjoyment of wine is 
called a sinner, all the more so one who 
denies himself the enjoyment of other plea-
sures of life.” (Taanit 11a; Nedarim 10a.)

Clearly the argument is not merely tex-
tual. It is substantive. It is about asceticism, 
the life of self-denial. Almost every religion 
knows the phenomenon of people who, in 
pursuit of spiritual purity, withdraw from 
the pleasures and temptations of the world. 
They live in caves, retreats, hermitages, 
monasteries. The Qumran sect known to 
us through the Dead Sea Scrolls may have 
been such a movement.

In the Middle Ages there were Jews 
who adopted similar kinds of self-denial 
– among them the Chasidei Ashkenaz, 
the Pietists of Northern Europe, as well as 
many Jews in Islamic lands. In retrospect 
it is hard not to see in these patterns of 
behaviour at least some influence from 
the non-Jewish environment. The Chasidei 
Ashkenaz who flourished during the time 
of the Crusades lived among self-mortify-
ing Christians. Their southern counterparts 
may have been familiar with Sufism, the 
mystical movement in Islam.

The ambivalence of Jews towards the 
life of self-denial may therefore lie in the 
suspicion that it entered Judaism from the 
outside. There were ascetic movements in 
the first centuries of the Common Era in 
both the West (Greece) and the East (Iran) 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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that saw the physical world as a place of 
corruption and strife. They were, in fact, 
dualists, holding that the true God was not 
the creator of the universe. The physical 
world was the work of a lesser, and evil, 
deity. Therefore God – the true God – is not 
to be found in the physical world and its 
enjoyments but rather in disengagement 
from them.

The two best-known movements to hold 
this view were Gnosticism in the West and 
Manichaeism in the East. So at least some of 
the negative evaluation of the Nazirite may 
have been driven by a desire to discourage 
Jews from imitating non-Jewish practices. 
Judaism strongly believes that God is to be 
found in the midst of the physical world 
that He created that is, in the first chapter 
of Genesis, seven times pronounced “good.” 
It believes not in renouncing pleasure but 
in sanctifying it.

What is much more puzzling is the posi-
tion of Maimonides, who holds both views, 
positive and negative, in the same book, 
his law code the Mishneh Torah. In Hilchot 
Deot, he adopts the negative position of 
Rabbi Eliezer HaKappar:

A person may say: “Desire, honour, and 
the like are bad paths to follow and remove 
a person from the world; therefore I will 
completely separate myself from them 
and go to the other extreme.” As a result, 

he does not eat meat or drink wine or take 
a wife or live in a decent house or wear 
decent clothing…. This too is bad, and it is 
forbidden to choose this way. (Maimonides, 
Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Deot 3:1.)

Yet in Hilchot Nezirut he rules in accor-
dance with the positive evaluation of Rabbi 
Elazar: “Whoever vows to God [to become a 
Nazirite] by way of holiness, does well and 
is praiseworthy…. Indeed Scripture consid-
ers him the equal of a prophet.”2 How does 
any writer come to adopt contradictory 
positions in a single book, let alone one as 
resolutely logical as Maimonides?

The answer lies in a remarkable insight 
of Maimonides into the nature of the moral 
life as understood by Judaism. What Mai-
monides saw is that there is not a single 
model of the virtuous life. He identifies 
two, calling them respectively the way of 
the saint (chassid) and the way of the sage 
(chacham).

The sage follows the “golden mean,” the 
“middle way.” The moral life is a matter of 
moderation and balance, charting a course 
between too much and too little. Courage, 
for example, lies midway between cow-
ardice and recklessness. Generosity lies 
between profligacy and miserliness. This 
is very similar to the vision of the moral 
life as set out by Aristotle in the Nicoma-
chean Ethics.

The saint, by contrast, does not follow the 
middle way. He or she tends to extremes, 
fasting rather than simply eating in mod-
eration, embracing poverty rather than 
acquiring modest wealth, and so on. At 

2  Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot 
Nezirut 10:14, 

A generous donation has been made  
to Yachad in memory of  a very dear friend

אסתר מרים בת שרה ויעקב ע"ה
on her 1st yahrzeit - 29 Iyar

I will treasure our friendship forever
Mel David

שתהא נשמתה צרורה בצרור החיים
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various points in his writings, Rambam 
explains why people might embrace 
extremes. One reason is repentance and 
character transformation.3 So a person 
might cure himself of pride by practis-
ing, for a while, extreme self-abasement. 
Another is the asymmetry of the human 
personality. The extremes do not exert an 
equal pull. Cowardice is more common 
than recklessness, and miserliness than 
over-generosity, which is why the chassid 
leans in the opposite direction. A third rea-
son is the lure of the surrounding culture. 
It may be so opposed to religious values 
that pious people choose to separate them-
selves from the wider society, “clothing 
themselves in woollen and hairy garments, 
dwelling in the mountains and wandering 
about in the wilderness,”4 differentiating 
themselves by their extreme behaviour.

This is a very nuanced presentation. 
There are times, for Rambam, when 
self-denial is therapeutic, others when it 
is factored into Torah law itself, and yet 
others when it is a response to an exces-
sively hedonistic age. In general, though, 
Rambam rules that we are commanded to 
follow the middle way, whereas the way of 
the saint is lifnim mishurat hadin, beyond 

3  See his Eight Chapters (the introduc-
tion to his commentary on Mishna Avot), ch. 
4, and Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Deot, chap-
ters 1, 2, 5, and 6.

4  Eight Chapters, ch. 4.  
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concern is the salvation of the soul.
This deep insight is what led Rambam 

to his seemingly contradictory evaluations 
of the Nazirite. The Nazirite has chosen, at 
least for a period, to adopt a life of extreme 
self-denial. He is a saint, a chassid. He 
has adopted the path of personal perfec-
tion. That is noble, commendable, and 
exemplary.

But it is not the way of the sage – and you 
need sages if you seek to perfect society. The 
sage is not an extremist, because he or she 
realises that there are other people at stake. 
There are the members of one’s own family 
and the others within one’s own community. 
There is a country to defend and an econ-
omy to sustain. The sage knows he or she 
cannot leave all these commitments behind 
to pursue a life of solitary virtue. For we are 
called on by God to live in the world, not 
escape from it; to exist in society, not seclu-
sion; to strive to create a balance among the 
conflicting pressures on us, not to focus on 
some while neglecting the others.

Hence, while from a personal perspective 
the Nazirite is a saint, from a societal per-
spective he is, at least figuratively, a “sinner” 
who has to bring an atonement offering.

Maimonides lived the life he preached. 
We know from his writings that he longed 
for seclusion. There were years when he 
worked day and night to write his Commen-
tary to the Mishnah, and later the Mishneh 
Torah. Yet he also recognised his responsi-
bilities to his family and to the community. 
In his famous letter to his would-be trans-
lator Ibn Tibbon,7 he gives an account of 

7  There were Sages who believed that in 
an ideal world, tasks such as earning a living 

the strict requirement of the law.5

Moshe Halbertal, in his recent, impressive 
study of Rambam,6 sees him as finessing 
the fundamental tension between the civic 
ideal of the Greek political tradition and 
the spiritual ideal of the religious radical 
for whom, as the Kotzker Rebbe famously 
said, “The middle of the road is for horses.” 
To the chassid, Rambam’s sage can look like 
a “self-satisfied bourgeois.”

Essentially, these are two ways of under-
standing the moral life itself. Is the aim of the 
moral life to achieve personal perfection? 
Or is it to create a decent, just, and com-
passionate society? The intuitive answer of 
most people would be to say: both. That is 
what makes Rambam so acute a thinker. 
He realises that you cannot have both. They 
are in fact different enterprises.

A saint may give all his money away to 
the poor. But what about the members of 
the saint’s own family? A saint may refuse 
to fight in battle. But what about the saint’s 
own country? A saint may forgive all 
crimes committed against him. But what 
about the rule of law, and justice? Saints 
are supremely virtuous people, considered 
as individuals. Yet you cannot build a soci-
ety out of saints alone. Ultimately, saints 
are not really interested in society. Their 

5  Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Deot 1:5.
6  Moshe Halbertal, Maimonides: Life 

and Thought (Princeton, NJ: Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 2014), 154–163.
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022
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the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

his typical day and week – in which he had 
to carry a double burden as a world-re-
nowned physician and an internationally 
sought halachist and sage. He worked to 
exhaustion.8

Maimonides was a sage who longed to be 
a saint, but knew he could not be, if he was 
to honour his responsibilities to his people. 
That is a profound and moving judgement, 
and one that still has the power to inspire 
today.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• Did Rambam believe being a Nazir was 

a good thing, or a bad thing? Which do 
you believe?

• In Rambam’s own life, did he demon-
strate a tendency toward being a saint 
or a sage? 

• Which of these two types do you most 
connect with, the sage or the saint? 

or having children could be “done by others” 
(see Brachot 35a for the view of R. Shimon b. 
Yochai; Yevamot 63b for that of Ben Azzai). 
These are elitist attitudes that have surfaced 
in Judaism from time to time but which are 
criticised by the Talmud.

8  See Rabbi Yitzhak Sheilat, Letters of 
Maimonides [Hebrew] (Jerusalem: Miskal, 
1987–88), 2:530–554.
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Throughout my years of studying 
the story of Shimshon HaGibor, 
whose birth is detailed in this 

week’s haftarah, I faced difficulties in 
understanding this biblical hero - his suc-
cesses and failures – difficulties that I have 
shared with you in these pages and in my 
book, “Bringing the Prophets to Life”. Sam-
son’s seeming inability to unite the local 
tribes oppressed by the Philistine nation 
contributed to his apparent failure to break 
their hold on our nation. His strange behav-
ior – including marrying a Philistine wife, 
ignoring his parents’ directive and falling 
under the influence of the Philistine Del-
ilah – all contribute to our difficulty in fully 
comprehending the character of this biblical 
“gibor”.

Rav Soloveitchik suggests a different 
approach to understanding the story of 
Shimshon, an approach that begins by ask-
ing why Shimshon revealed to Delilah that 
the source of his strength lay in his hair 
when, as a nazir, he was also prohibited 
from imbibing wine – something which 
would, logically, could also have removed 
Hashem’s gift of strength from him. 

The Rav responds by stating that the hair 
of the nazir is the central defining character-
istic of nezirut, as the Torah states (B’midbar 
6:7): “Ki nezer Elokav al rosho. – ‘For the 
crown of G-d IS UPON HIS HEAD”. This is 
also indicated by the fact that, upon com-
pleting the nezirut period, the individual 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

must cut his hair and burn it upon the miz-
be’ach. In effect, Rav Soloveitchik contends, 
Shimshon’s hair, his “crown of G-d”, func-
tioned like the head trefillin of which the 
Torah states (D’varim 28:10): “Vra’u kol amei 
ha’aretz ki shem Hashem nikra alecha – 
v’yar’u mimeka” – that when the nations see 
how Hashem’s name is upon you, they will 
fear you, a pasuk explained in the G’mara 
(Berachot 6a) as referring to the Tefillin 
shel Rosh – the head tefillin that is “upon 
you” and that causes fear in the hearts of 
the enemy. It was this that was the “power” 
of Samson that struck fear in the hearts of 
the Plishtim. The power of Samson, the Rav 
continues, emanated from his unique spir-
itual personality that paralyzed others in 
confrontation. They did not understand the 
power that he held over them which is why 
they asked Delilah to ascertain his secret.

But the Rav did not suffice with this expla-
nation, for he then adds:

“A similar paralysis was obvious in the Six-
Day War of 1967, when Arab armies were 
overcome by fear and fled in panic before 
the Israeli Army. This was a manifestation 
of the special sanctity that B‘nai Yisrael have 
in their land.” 

“It is the ‘crown of G-d’ ”. 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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Produce That 
Does Not Have 
Kedushat Shevi’it 

All crops, including fruits, vegetables, 
grains, and legumes, that grow in the Land 
of Israel during the shemitah year acquire 
a unique holiness called kedushat shevi’it. 
Numerous laws govern such produce, 
restricting who may eat it, the way it must be 
handled, and whether it may be sent outside 
the Land. Before studying the detailed laws 
of kedushat shevi’it, it is essential to know 
which form of produce has this special holi-
ness. For the next few weeks we will focus 
on this topic.     

Yevul Chutz La’aretz  
Yevul chutz la’aretz, also known as yevul 

chul (literally “overseas produce”), is produce 
imported from areas outside the Land of 
Israel. This term can be found in supermar-
kets and online shopping sites all over Israel. 
It refers to produce brought from areas that 
are undisputedly not part of the Land of 
Israel, such as Europe and Africa. The source 
that shemitah only applies to Eretz Yisrael is 
an explicit verse in the Torah (Vayikra 25:2):

֥ר  ֤י ָתבֹ֙אּו֙ ֶאל־ָהָאֶ֔רץ ֲאשֶׁ ֣ ֲאֵלֶה֔ם כִּ ָרֵאל֙ ְוָאַמְרתָּ ֵנ֤י ִישְׂ ֞ר ֶאל־בְּ בֵּ דַּ

֖ת ַלהֹ’׃ בָּ ְבָת֣ה ָהָאֶ֔רץ שַׁ ֲאִנ֖י נֵֹת֣ן ָלֶכ֑ם ְושָׁ

“Speak to the Israelite people and say to 
them: When you enter the land that I give 

to you, the land shall observe a Sabbath of 
Hashem.”

Our Sages (Yerushalmi, Shevi’it 6:1) derive 
that only in the Land of Israel do shemitah laws 
apply. This ruling is accepted by all authorities 
(see Rambam, Shemitah Veyovel 4:25), and thus, 
there is no kedushat shevi’it in produce grown 
abroad, including in neighboring Jordan.   

It should be noted that regarding terumot 
and ma’asrot (the tithes taken from produce 
grown in Eretz Yisrael) our Sages decreed 
that land inhabited by Jews in the kingdoms 
adjacent to Eretz Yisrael, such as Amon 
and Moav (Transjordan), must have tithes 
removed from its produce (Yerushalmi, ibid). 
That was only regarding terumot and ma’as-
rot; shemitah does not apply in these areas 
today (Rambam, Shemitah Veyovel 4:27). The 
difference between shemitah and terumot/
ma’asrot is that since the lands of Amon and 
Moav are so close to Eretz Yisrael and Jews 
would travel to these areas frequently, con-
fusion might occur regarding which tithes 
need to be taken. As such, our Sages extended 
the borders for terumot and ma’asrot. How-
ever, they felt that shemitah is too difficult a 
mitzvah to be rabbinically extended to those 
areas, and that only the Holy Land proper 
has the requirements of shemitah including 
kedushat shevi’it (Derech Emuna 203).

Yevul chul does not include crops grown 
on land under the jurisdiction of the Pales-
tinian Authority by non-Jews, nor does it 
include areas of southern Israel. These topics 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

are subject to numerous halachic disputes, 
which will be discussed in a future article. 
Yevul chul (יבול חו"ל) can appear in a market 
or website as yevul chutz la’aretz (יבול חוץ לארץ) 
or in certain places lelo chashash shemitah 
.(ללא חשש שמיטה)

Potted plants, greenhouses and 
hydroponics

Fruit and vegetables can also be grown 
in containers, both perforated and non-per-
forated. Poskim debate the status of such 
produce. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach 
(who was relatively lenient regarding labor 
and transporting of produce in both perfo-
rated and non-perforated pots) ruled that 
any vegetable or fruit grown under the sun 
in outdoor pots, whether perforated or not, 
has kedushat shevi’it. This seems to be the 
accepted position by all poskim (see Shulchan 
Shlomo p.84). The same would apply to pro-
duce grown in perforated pots indoors.

Regarding produce grown in perforated 
pots indoors, such as in greenhouses, a 
dispute exists among the poskim. Later 
authorities question whether shemitah 
applies at all in perforated pots inside green-
houses, since the Talmud Yerushalmi (Orlah 
1:2) mentions an opinion that planting 
indoors might be permitted during shemi-
tah. Although this opinion is not completely 
accepted, indoor planting in non-perforated 
pots, such as in a greenhouse, is generally 
permitted (see Yabia Omer 9:31; Minchat 
Shlomo 3:158). Others disagree, maintaining 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

that if the greenhouse is made specifically for 
plants, it is as if one is cultivating them out-
side and shemitah laws apply. It would seem 
that even according to the stringent opinion, 
since kedushat shevi’it is derivative of this 
dispute (the dispute was regarding the initial 
planting during shemitah), there is room to 
be lenient regarding kedushat shevi’it (see 
Kedushat HaAretz 20:29).

Produce grown indoors hydroponically (in 
a water/nutrient solution and not in earth) 
does not have kedushat shevi’it (Chazon Ish, 
Shevi’it 26:4; Derech Emuna 1:110).

In summary:
• Produce grown outside of the Land of 

Israel is called yevul chul and does not have 
kedushat shevi’it.

• Produce grown in Jordan has no special 
status regarding shemitah.

• Produce grown in the Palestinian Author-
ity areas or in southern Israel have different 
laws and are not considered yevul chul.

• Produce grown outdoors in pots (even 
non-perforated) has kedushat shevi’it. 

• Produce grown in non-perforated pots in 
indoor greenhouses does not have kedushat 
shevi’it.

• Produce grown hydroponically indoors 
does not have kedushat shevi’it. 
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Shehechiyanu: 
Otzar Beit Din 
Nectarines

A few weeks ago I was privileged, 
together with my family, to eat fresh and 
juicy nectarines with kedushat shevi’it 
grown through Otzar Ha’aretz’s otzar beit 
din at moshav Gimzu.

We said a shehechiyanu on the new fruit 
also in honor of the first time that we ate 
fruit with kedushat shevi’it this shemitah 
year. !שהחיינו וקיימנו והגיענו לזמן הזה 

Q: I eat the fruit and then the pit is left 
with lots of bits of fruit attached. Am I 
allowed to throw the pit away or should 
I put it in the shemitah bin until the fruit 
rots?

A:  One should try to eat as much of the 
fruit as possible (like children who lick the 
bits of chocolate from the wrapper or drops 
of ice cream from the container). That is, 
if during regular years you generally leave 
lots of fruit stuck to the pit, during shem-
itah you should try to eat as much as you 
can (you don’t have to go crazy pulling out 
the little strands of fruit from the pit, but 
eat more to show you care). 

After we do this, the small bit still stuck 
to the pit is insignificant and is secondary 
(tafel) to the pit itself. However, if you left 

a significant amount of pit on the pit, this 
is considered an important amount and it 
has kedushah.

Rabbi Moshe Bloom’s family eating She-
hechiyanu kedushat Shevi’it nectarines

Pits
Some posekim maintain that since fruit 

pits are edible for some animals, they 
have kedushat shevi’it. However, the 
mainstream ruling is that pits that are not 
earmarked to feed animals, and when very 
few people would give such pits to their 
livestock, they do not have kedushat she-
vi’it, so they can be thrown directly into the 
garbage.

If you have fruit or a pit with lots of fruit 
with kedushat shevi’it, it is forbidden to 
place it directly into your composter. First 
store it in the shemitah bin for several days, 
and when it is no longer edible you can 
then put it in the composter. 
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

The Supernal 
Shabbat

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik once stated 
that without Shabbat the Jew would have 
vanished from the world. 

What in fact is the secret strength of the 
Shabbat? The Rav offered a unique perspec-
tive. He drew our attention to a comment 
made by the Zohar revealing a deep layer 
to be found in the spiritual structure of the 
Shabbat.

In numerous places in the Torah we 
find the command to observe the Shabbat, 
each time expressed in the singular (i.e. 
Shabbat or HaShabbat). A prime example: 
Zachor et Yom HaShabbat (Shemot 20). 
Yet, there are three places where a dou-
ble language is employed. For example, 
et Shabbtotai tishmoru, ‘you shall observe 
My Sabbaths.’(Vaykra 19:3). What is the 
significance of the plurality, Shabbtotai, 

My Sabbaths?
To answer this question the Rav, unchar-

acteristically, cited a kabbalistic teaching 
(Zohar, Hakdama 5b) which states that 
the plural form of Shabbat - Shabbtotai - 
signifies the idea that contained in every 
Shabbat are, in fact, two Shabbatot, so 
to speak. There is the facet of Shabbat 
dele’eila (the supernal Shabbat) and the 
facet of Shabbat de’latata (the earthly 
Shabbat).

The Rav offered the following exquisite 
interpretation of this esoteric comment by 
analyzing the episode of Adam in Gan Eden. 

Adam’s transgression of eating of the 
forbidden fruit resulted in a terrible pun-
ishment (Bereshit 3:17-19). The penalty 
consisted of the following components:

Hard labor: “With the sweat of your 
browe shall you eat bread (3:19)”

Zeat apecha, ‘sweat of your brow’ can 
be understood as two forms of difficult 
labor. First is the kind that is exhausting 
and draining. Second, work engenders 
the feeling that it’s endless, uninterrupted, 
pointless work.

Restlessness: Fear and suffering - itza-
von (3:17).

Mortality: “For dust you are and to dust 
you shall return (3:19).”

In sum, Adam’s curse was that he was to 
suffer continuous, exhausting labor that is 
by nature unproductive, resulting in con-
flict and ultimately, death. Factors like the 
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and culturally, without prejudice.

Secondly, as we saw in Parshat Va’era, 
each of our Forefathers was able to tolerate 
great frustration without losing their faith 
in the Almighty.

Thirdly, again in Parshat Va’era, each of 
them was grateful to the Almighty for the 
everyday blessings that most of us take for 
granted.

Fourthly, this time in last week’s Parshat 
Bo, they each demonstrated Kreatur-
gefühl, a deep awareness of having been 
created by the Almighty.

In this week’s Torah portion, two early 
twentieth century spiritual guides brought 
two additional characteristics of the 
“redeemed” individual to our attention.

Rabbi Grodzinski taught that the 
“redeemed” individual does not ignore the 
prevalence of evil in the world but disdains 
it and confronts it wisely and successfully.

And Rabbi Ziv, the Alter, gifted us with 
the insight that our relationship with 
the Almighty can be reciprocal. Yes, He 
is our Savior. But we can reciprocate His 
salvation by bringing honor to His name 
by acting ethically and honestly, even in 
the face of temptation.

As we draw ever closer to the Passover 
holiday, Chag HaPesach, we now have 
learned of no less than six paths to 
redemption, six paths to “seeing ourselves 
as if we personally were redeemed from 
Egypt.”

Which of the six will you choose as your 
path? Or will you try your hand at all six? 
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competitive society man lives in, the fear 
that others may take away one’s posses-
sions, the feelings of vulnerability that the 
source of one’s income may dry up - all lead 
to an underlying feeling of uneasiness and 
tension that man lives with continuously. 

As an antidote to this weighty burden 
and anxiety man endures day to day comes 
the blessing of  Shabbat. Twenty four hours 
each week which relieves man from these 
curses. 

On Shabbat we are released from the 
monotony, jealousy and rancor that are 
often part of the mundane pursuits we all 
undergo. Work is dignified and ennobling 
as long as one knows when to stop. In view 
of the fact that endless work can estrange 
people from their families and friends the 
Torah, therefore, commanded that the 
family rest together and the community 
joins together. This unique quality of the 
Shabbat to provide rest and revitalization 
relates to the quality Shabbat de’letata (the 
earthly Shabbat). A feeling of calm and 
serenity enters our midst each week on the 
holy day. Without the Shabbat, the sharp 
pain of the original curse to man would be 
simply unbearable. 

However, there remains the third compo-
nent of the curse that seemingly cannot be 
rectified with the onset of Shabbat. Namely, 
the curse of death: “you are dust, and to 
dust shall you return” (Bereshit 3:19)

The Rav posited that even this seemingly 
unalterable fate of man - death-  is assuaged 

with the onset of Shabbat. Shabbat offers 
solace regarding the reality of death. The 
facet of Shabbat referred to in the Zohar 
as Shabbat dele’eila, alludes to a future 
time when the curse of death will be elim-
inated. The final mishna in Tractate Tamid 
offers us a window into a promise this of 
future time of peace: “A psalm, a song for 
the Sabbath” (Ps.92:1): [meaning] a psalm, 
a song for the time to come, for the day 
which will be entirely Sabbath and rest for 
life everlasting.”

Shabbat itself is associated with the 
World to Come. This idea, said the Rav, 
is alluded to in the description in Sefer 
Bereshit. Toward the conclusion of cre-
ation, on the sixth day, the Torah states that 
the world was ‘very good’ (1:31); a world of 
complete unity and totality, as implied by 
the word kol. The world was in a state of 
wholeness and perfection. However, after 
the sin of the Tree of Knowledge the world 
experienced an epic breakdown, a failure 
that would affect the rest of history. 

On Shabbat the world unites once again 
with the Creator, recreating the wholeness 
of Creation as on the original Friday. This 
wholeness will be replicated in the World 
to Come. 

Congratulations and Mazel Tov Congratulations and Mazel Tov 
to Shulamit & R’ Yehoshua Neaman 
on the 50th Anniversary of their Aliyah to 

Eretz Yisroel.
They are a perfect example of what Olim 

should do. They volunteer and help in many 
ways.

May they be well “until 120”!
Chag Sameach - חג שמח

Chana Homnick and the Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

 

 

 
  

 
Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company  

The ONLY COMPANY to offer you a LIFETIME GUARANTEE on all wood regluing 

 PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture 
 EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
 SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and replace with much stronger wood 
 CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
 FURNITURE MARKERS - To help you make those small scratches disappear 
 LEG TIPS - For quiet chair movement (your downstairs neighbor will thank you!) 
 TIRED OF HAVING TO CROWD YOUR GUESTS AROUND MULTIPLE TABLES??  

Call us to hear about our heavy-duty table slides to more than double (or even triple!) the current length of your table. 
 INSURANCE QUOTES - We handle hundreds of freight damage claims from overseas as well as local moves.  

 
 
 
 

WE ARE GROWING AND ARE NOW HIRING – SEE DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE 
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il    Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il  

    Phone: 02-999-2418           WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  
 

T

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH! 
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Michal Silverstein, MSc
Dear M.R.,
This is an excellent ques-

tion that I believe every olah 
parent has grappled with at 

some point. The gap which exists between 
American and Israeli culture is vast. Israeli 
children on a whole are much more inde-
pendent from a young age, which the 
society takes pride in and reinforces. This 
leads cautious parents/children to feel 
inadequate. 

How can parents encourage their chil-
dren to be socially accepted while making 
decisions they feel comfortable with? 

When deciding if you’re ok with the 
activity your child wants to do, I suggest 

you ask yourself the following questions…
Will my child be in a safe environment?
Parents must ask questions and find out 

where their child is planning to be. For 
example, saying “the kineret” is not specific 
enough. You must know what beach they 
plan to be at as certain beaches are known 
to be safer than others.

Feel free to consult with an OLEH VATIK- 
an oleh who has been here for many years 
with older children and has experience 
with this. You should ask who she is plan-
ning to go with and get phone numbers. 

If you decide that your child will be in 
a safe environment, then make sure you 
still give her rules. For example, don’t go 
into the water at night. Always swim with a 
partner.  Make sure she has enough drink-
ing water/ sunscreen. Also make sure she 
has enough money to take busses so that 
she will not have to rely on tremping. You 
may want her to call when she gets there or 
keep her cell phone on. These are just a few 
rules pertaining to this example but make 
sure you feel comfortable with the rules 
you set. If after doing research and consult-
ing with older mothers you trust, you still 
don’t feel comfortable allowing your child 
to go, then trust your intuition and say no. 
That is a legitimate part of parenting.

Does this activity align with our values/ 
halacha?

Even though it is the summer it doesn’t 
mean that halacha becomes irrelevant. If 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting,
As the summer approaches I am 

unsure as to how much freedom I 
should allow my teenager to have. 
For example, my fifteen-year-old 
daughter told me that she’s planning 
on going up to the kinneret with a few 
friends and sleep on the beach. This is 
so foreign to me! As an olah I would 
never have allowed my daughter to 
do something like that in America. My 
daughter said “everyone here does it 
and its totally fine”. I’m at a loss. How 
do I know what’s normal and accept-
able here? -M.R.
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your family only goes separate swimming, 
see if your daughter can go to a separate 
beach. Remind her that if she goes into a 
restaurant to buy something she should 
check the kosher certification and that 
the restaurant is not open on shabbat. 
Although we live in Israel some well known 
chains have certain cafes which operate 
on shabbat. It’s important to give them the 
skills to be a responsible religious adult. 
Its also important to show how consistent 
your family is when it comes to values. 
Hopefully, these experiences will teach 
them to be more independent, confident 
and avoid peer pressure. When parents 
model the confidence of doing only things, 
they are comfortable doing, then kids tend 
to exhibit the same resolve when they’re 
around their peers.

Finally, remind your daughter that if she 
ever gets into a tricky situation, she can call 
you for help.

The overall message you want to give is 
that you’re interested in her enjoying her 
summer within certain boundaries.

Although the cultural differences can be 
hard to navigate, there are ways to encour-
age your child to be socially accepted 
without having to go along with everything 
that everyone else does. 

Michal Silverstein has a MS in educational 
psychology and counseling. She facilitates 
parenting workshops in and around Jerusa-
lem and maintains a private practice.

Feel free to send in any parenting  
questions you may have to  
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

there is even a small/modest chance that 
he might release gas (see Shulchan Aruch, 
Orach Chayim 37:3; Mishna Berura 30:4). 
The most important time to have tefillin 
on is for Kri’at Shema and Shemoneh Esrei 
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 25:4). After starting 
Baruch She’amar, when breaks are per-
mitted only for important reasons, the best 
place to make important interruptions is 
between Yishtabach and Kaddish (with a 
minyan, other than for a chazan) or Yot-
zer Ohr (by oneself) (see Rama, OC 54:3). 
Even at this point (and certainly in your 
case), though, one should recite only the 
berachot and Baruch shem … and not the 
additional p’sukim (Ishei Yisrael 16:26*). 
While other possibilities exist, as we shall 
see (see also Mishna Berura 53:5), your 
plan makes great sense.

Finding yourself in the midst of putting 
on tefillin in the midst of one of birchot 
Kri’at Shema (Yotzer Ohr ends with “Yotzer 
Hame’orot”) indeed raises questions. One 
does not make a beracha on tefillin in the 
middle of a section/beracha, and unless it 
is during Kri’at Shema, one should wait 
until the next beracha break to put on the 
tefillin with the berachot (Shulchan Aruch, 
OC 66:2; Be’ur Halacha ad loc.; Mishna 
Berura ad loc. 15; Ishei Yisrael 19:13). 
There is a minority opinion (see Mishna 
Berura 54:13) that recommends putting on 
the tefillin at the first opportunity, even in 
the middle of a beracha, and making the 

Mistake in 
Beracha 
on Delayed 
Laying of 
Tefillin – part I 

Question: I was at home with a weak 
stomach and decided it would be hala-
chically prudent to put on my tefillin for a 
shortened period (from after Yishtabach 
through Shemoneh Esrei). After I fastened 
the tefillin shel yad, I realized that the 
beracha I had recited was not the one for 
tefillin but that I had instinctively said Yot-
zer Ohr. I continued davening with just the 
shel yad until the next semi-break, Yotzer 
Hame’orot, at which point I put on the shel 
rosh and the hand wrappings. Was that 
correct, and what should I have recited 
when?  

Answer: Considering the need to react 
to a mistake, you got a lot of things right, 
which we will now review. We will start 
with your assumption that your recita-
tion of Yotzer Ohr was valid, and later 
we will revisit that assumption and its 
ramifications.

While it is hard to quantify such mat-
ters, one should not have tefillin on when 
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

beracha on them after touching them at 
the next break. You anyway had little to 
gain, with the tefillin already on (see opin-
ions in Dirshu 66:5), by reciting L’haniach 
Tefillin before Yotzer Hame’orot, so wait-
ing had logic.

In your case, though, there was another 
factor. One must not speak between the 
tefillin shel yad and tefillin shel rosh, which 
you did with the entire beracha of Yotzer 
Ohr. The severe issue (Sota 44b) is based 
on the fact that the break creates an arti-
ficial need for an extra beracha (Mishna 
Berura 25:28), but that did not apply to 
you. You did not make the beracha in the 
first place and should have recited the 
same L’haniach Tefillin (for the ongoing 
mitzva of the shel yad) and Al Mitzvat 
Tefillin (followed by Baruch shem k’vod … - 
Ishei Yisrael 19:13) for the shel rosh. There 
is no problem per se with having only one 
of the tefillin on for extended periods, and 
when necessary this is prescribed (Shul-
chan Aruch, OC 26:1). Nevertheless, it is 
relatively important to do the two in prox-
imity to each other (Mishna Berura ibid.). 

Therefore, we would have recom-
mended to put on the shel rosh without 
berachot and make up both berachot after 

Yotzer Hame’orot. Although we generally 
want a mitzva’s berachot to precede the 
mitzva (Pesachim 7b), there are agreed 
precedents that the beracha on the tefillin 
will come later. One example is one who 
is traveling precariously before the time 
for tefillin (Shulchan Aruch, OC 30:3), and 
another is one whose tefillin arrive right 
between Ga’al Yisrael and Shemoneh Esrei 
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 66:8). On the other 
hand, neither setup is perfect and neither 
is forbidden, and therefore what you did 
was also reasonable. 

As promised, we will return to discuss the 
mistaken beracha next time. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT  
IN JERUSALEM
Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345
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to recall the upcoming saga of the spies to 
wonder at the leaders’ exemplary actions 
described in this Parsha.  

Beyond their sacrificial gifts, the leaders’ 
put aside their egos and brought the wag-
ons and oxen for the Leviim to transport the 
Mishkan’s parts. Here, too, Moshe demurred 
(believing that the Leviim should carry 
them). Once again, Hashem “sided” with the 
leaders (Ohr Hachayim).

Even if the intrinsic motives for bringing 
the sacrifices on behalf of their respective 
tribes were unique to each tribal leader, the 
offerings of each tribe were identical. The 
overall effect was unity, albeit short-lived, but 
admirable and appropriate for the occasion.

The themes of unity, sharing, forgoing ego, 
role modeling, and voluntarism are just a few 
of the attributes we expect of our leaders – 
and perhaps of ourselves. There are, indeed, 
times when this sense of unity surfaces 
strongly, the result of tragedy (Shelo Neida) 
or experiences that generate euphoria. 

The challenge is how we maintain that 
“Achdus.” How do we avoid letting interne-
cine struggles overwhelm us? When do we 
realize that events at home and elsewhere 
cry for our joint efforts? When do we recall 
the original functions of the sacrificial offer-
ings? And how, in our times, can we make 
such “sacrificial” gifts for the betterment of 
our people and the entire world? 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

Surprisingly? - 
Leaders Can 
Be Leaders

On  Rosh Chodesh Nissan, the day the Mish-
kan was sanctified, Aharon Hakohen blessed 
the people for the first time. Furthermore, 
the tribal leaders brought voluntary offerings 
for the Mizbe’ach, even though they were not 
so commanded.  

In that light, Moshe was hesitant to accept 
the gifts. After all, he recalled the demise of 
Aharon’s sons, who had brought uncalled-for 
incense before Hashem (Midrash). 

Hashem, however, recognized the leaders’ 
motives were pure, perhaps because these 
individuals had suffered at the hands of the 
Egyptian taskmasters to protect the weary 
Jewish slaves. Or because these were the 
same tribal leaders who accompanied the 
tribal families during the recent census, fur-
ther demonstrating their care and concern 
for their charges.

We highlight the leaders’ attributes on this 
auspicious occasion because not always did 
the elite exhibit meritorious behavior. For 
example, when Moshe ascended Har Sinai, 
the nobility stayed at the bottom of the mount 
to eat and drink – not a very fitting way to 
attend a life-changing event in our people’s 
history (cf. Shemot 24:11). And we have only 
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On the exquisite Elcharizi St., Rechavia, new project, new 
280m penthouse, 100m terraces, finishes and layout according 
to buyer requests!  DEBORAH-054-4804767
FOR RENT- In Baka, unique new penthouse 200m, boutique 
2 family building, private elevator, 5 rooms, high ceilings, 
modern & beautiful views, succah terraces  
MAYA- 054-6650184
For Serious clients only! In the Orient Hotel, unique 280m 
apartment on one level with large succah terrace, top standard, 
all furnished, 7 rooms, all facilities of the hotel, pool, spa 
DEBORAH-054-4804767
Private house on private plot for sale in the best street 
in Rechavia! 750m plot, house built of 350m with additional 
building rights!! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of Old Katamon, Unique Garden apartment 
of 250m on one level + 700m private garden, authentic 
building, full of charm, high ceilings, wine cellar, very quiet,  
a must! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden apartment 
with private entrance, 250m with private garden, parking, 
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartment building- 
MAYA- 054-6650184
Rechavia, Unique Ben Maimon St. Beautiful Garden 
apartment, 200m on one level, private entrance, high ceilings, 
small authentic building, private landscaped garden,  
private parking DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Best location in Talbieh - magnificent new penthouse 300m 
in an authentic small building, top standard, double height 
ceilings, 7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private roof terrace 
120m, panoramic views, private elevator, private parking- 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Authentic Mansion on a dead-end St., German Colony - 1150m 
plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, additional 
building rights to add 2 more floors- DEBORAH- 054-
4804767
On a small lane of Baka, beautiful 190m penthouse,  
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat 
elevator - MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

CITY CENTER - In a boutique building –  
4 rooms, 100m,  recent, elevator, balcony

MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of BAKA - In a stylish building – 
New penthouse, 4 rooms, 100m, huge terrace/
sukkah, 100m, 3rd floor + elevator, alone on 
the floor   

5750000 NIS –  MENDEL 052-8980111
Live in the city and feel in the countryside, 
in the heart of BAKA - ground floor of Arab 
house, 3 rooms + independent 2-room unit, 
balcony / sukkah, garden, private roof + 
building rights, close to all amenities – 

4800000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488
BAKA –Huge penthouse, 5.5 rooms, 160m,  
calm and bright, 7th floor + Shabbat elevator, 
2 terraces, 25m + roof 50m, open view of the 
Temple Mount, 3 wc, 2 bathrooms, double 
parking 

6200000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide, 

Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com
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CHESED FUND
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Every day is urgent!
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I would like to propose not an answer 
but a clarification. The Torah doesn’t talk 
in the language of human rights but rather 
human responsibilities. The Kohen is not 
better than a Yisrael or closer to God, rather 
he plays a different role.

Equality implies that we should all be seen 
as the same. But truthfully, we all have dif-
ferent skills, talents and purposes to fulfill 
in our lives. Each is given the tools and gifts 
necessary for our individual role. Before the 
law and God, we are all equal, but it would 
be futile to enforce equality in all other 
realms of human existence. Some are tall 
and some are short. Some are Kohanim and 
some Yisraelim. Each comes with privileges 
and limitations. 

Equity and diversity are mutually exclu-
sive. If we are all supposed to be the same 
then how can we celebrate our God-given 
differences? Is equality a Jewish value? Yes. 

But not in the way you might 
think.

Hillel Smolarcik
11th Grade, Efrat

Acting on Inspiration
In this week’s parsha, Parshat Nasso, we 

are given two very different parts of Juda-
ism in the same Aliyah. The first is the case 
of Sotah, a woman who is accused of adul-
tery. The second is the halachot of a Nazir.

These two cases could not be more ran-
dom. Sotah is a case where a woman is 
accused of adultery and the ritual she must 

Asher Manning
Gush Chapter 
Director
The Case Against 
Equality

Does the Torah believe in equality? Is 
equity a Jewish value? I would propose that 
it is not. At least not the equality and equity 
that are being championed today.

One of the great revolutions that the 
Tanach imprinted upon humanity is the 
concept of equality before the law. Hashem 
treats all equally, peasant or king, no one is 
immune from divine justice. This message 
changed humanity’s conception of justice 
forever. 

And yet, when we come to appraise the 
Torah with the yardstick of modern moral-
ity, we are filled with unease. 

“Send forth from the camp everyone 
with Tzaraat... (or other impurity)”. Our 
parsha commands us to actively discrimi-
nate. Other commandments in our Parsha 
also ‘trigger’ our modern sensibilities. Sota 
= sexism, Birkat Kohanim = hereditary priv-
ilege. The census = a patriarchal system. All 
of these seem to be crimes against today’s 
values of equality. 

Questions such as these demand a much 
deeper and longer inquiry than this Dvar 
Torah. Nonetheless, I think it is important to 
give voice to a feeling that many of us share 
when we hold up our Torah to the light of 
the times. 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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undergo, and Nazir seems to be just a case of 
someone who accepts more personal vows 
upon himself.

The connection between these two cases 
is given on the first page of Masechet Sotah. 
“One who sees a Sotah in her state of degra-
dation should prohibit wine to himself by 
taking a Nazirite vow” (Sotah 2a). But why 
does one even need to become a Nazir any-
ways? Isn’t seeing the Sotah happen enough 
inspiration to be holier? 

While seeing the Sotah offers a huge 
amount of inspiration, it is pointless if noth-
ing is achieved as a result. Doing nothing 
with this will just numb the person’s ability 
to be inspired in the future. 

This can be seen in the following story. In 
the Slobadka Yeshiva in Europe, when it was 
time to dance with the Sifrei Torah on Sim-
chat Torah the mechitza would be lowered 
so the women could feel part of the Simcha. 
One girl, however, didn’t get excited at all. 
She was the daughter of the town’s Sofer 
(scribe), and she saw Sifrei Torah every day. 
It wasn’t a big deal to her.

In this day and age, the chances for 
inspiration are near limitless. (I hope you, 
the reader, are being inspired right now). 
Unfortunately, the distractions are just as 
plentiful. The Torah is teaching us a time-
less lesson here, that we should never just sit 
back and be content with mere inspiration. 
We must learn from the nazir, and use this 
inspiration to make ourselves holier people. 
Have a wonderful Shabbat! 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
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JERUSALEM SALES 
RECHAVIA 
Spacious 5 room 160 sqm apt. 4 air exposures! 
50 sqm succah terrace. Very comfortable home!
OLD KATAMON
* In a small building, 125 sqm, private entrance,

3 exposures, Excellent potential, NIS 4,300,000!  
* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm spacious duplex, succah, 

private elevator.
TALBIEH
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* Shlav A - 4 brdms. renovated, succah, NIS 8,000
* Shlav B - Renovated 6 rooms, furnished, view!

Dr. J
Facial  Aesthetics 

Soften Lines & Reduce Wrinkles  

Botox  |  Fillers 
Hair Growth | Acne Scars 

Jason Cohen, M.D.
 

Certified Aesthetic Medicine Specialist
Anesthesiologist & Interventional Pain Medicine  

 
Modiin Clinic

 050-252-0991 
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WE’RE RAISING
$100,000

FOR NCSY ISRAEL
JUNE 7-8, 2022

GENEROUS D ONOR S A R E MATCH ING E VE RY GIFT!

SUPPORT  US AT  

UPREACHING.COM/ISRAEL22

2022

ISRAEL
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DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, 

call Ruth 02-628-7359  
or Judy 054-569-0410
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Shabbat afternoon shiur with  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres - 5:15pm  

in the back garden of the 
OU Israel Center

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

Wednesday, June 22, 7:00pm (20/25nis)
at the OU Israel Center,  

22 Keren Hayesod, Jerusalem
ALL THE NOOSE THAT'S FIT TO PRINT

MARKING 60 YEARS SINCE THE   
EICHMANN  EXECUTION:  

TRIED  & CONVICTED IN ISRAEL FOR 
CRIMES OF GENOCIDE.

*What was it like for an 11 year old in Philadelphia 
to watch the Eichmann Trial every day?

*What do experts say: Can Israel apply the anti 
genocide statute to the Palestinian Authority? 

Presenter: David Bedein, MSW, 
Investigative Journalist. 

IsraelBehindTheNews.com
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Birchat 
HaTorah

As Shavuot approaches and we celebrate 
Matan Torah, let’s explore the nature of 
the brachot that we recite prior to learning 
Torah. 

Birchat HaTorah: Before or After 
Learning?

The Gemara (Berakhot 48b) inquires 
as to whether the blessing that we recite 
prior to learning Torah – Birchat HaTorah 
is a Biblical or Rabbinic obligation? There 
is a disagreement in the Gemara, and the 
outcome is that Birchat HaTorah is indeed 
a Torah obligation, like Birchat HaMa-
zon. All other brachot are only Rabbinic 
obligations. 

The Meshech Hochma asks: Why is it 
that the Biblical obligation is to recite a 
bracha before we learn Torah and after 
we eat? Wouldn’t it be more appropriate 
to be required to thank Hashem at the 
very first moment, prior to partaking in 
the delicacy before us? 

If the only purpose of a bracha is to offer 
gratitude to Hashem for providing us with 
food, perhaps it would be more appropri-
ate to recite a blessing before partaking of 
the food. However, the Meshech Hochma 
perceives the purpose of Birchat HaMa-
zon differently. When one is satiated, he is 

more likely to rebel (Berakhot 32a; Rashi, 
Devarim 11:16). When one lacks some-
thing, he is more likely to turn to Hashem 
to request it. However, once one feels sat-
isfied and is not in need of anything, he is 
less likely to recognize that the food came 
from Hashem. Therefore, the Biblical 
obligation is to recite a blessing after we 
eat in order to remind us to express our 
appreciation for the food that Hashem has 
provided to us. 

With respect to Torah, however, the 
opposite is true. After engaging in Torah 
study, one feels inspired and enlightened. 
We do not need a reminder to offer grat-
itude to Hashem for having granted us 
the Torah. However, prior to learning, 
we must make a bracha to ensure that 
we place our learning in the proper con-
text. We are not just seeking intellectual 
stimulation or recognition. Rather, we are 
studying the Torah because it is a mitzvah 
to do so. 

The Gemara in Nedarim offers a rather 
strange explanation for the Hurban: Shelo 
birchu baTorah techila – “They didn’t 
recite the blessings over the Torah prior to 
studying Torah.” Many commentators are 
puzzled by the Gemara’s statement and 
ask (a) Why didn’t they recite the bless-
ings over the Torah? and (b) Even if they 
didn’t recite the blessings over the Torah, 
is that so terrible? They still learned! They 
just didn’t articulate the blessings over the 

SHAVUOT
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City center: luxurious 5-room penthouse, 
235m, nice big terrace facing a fabulous 
panoramic view of Jerusalem & the Old City,  
2 private parking spots 17,500,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 108m, 
sukkah balcony, Shabbat elevator, underfloor 
heating, high standard, private parking, 
4,400,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95m, 
balcony, open view, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking,3,290,000 NIS
Baka: 4-room apartment, 94m, balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, parking 3,400,000 NIS
Arnona: 4 room apartment, 90m, Master suite, 
balcony, elevator, private parking 3,100,000 NIS
Tapiyot: 4.5 room apartment, 94m,  
Sukkah balcony, parking, 2,650,000 NIS

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

Torah.  
Rabbi Asher Weiss, in Minchat Asher: 

Sichot al HaMo’adim, vol. 2, ch. 44, pro-
vides a fascinating explanation of what 
was so terrible about not making a bless-
ing prior to learning Torah. Rabbi Weiss 
asserts that the fault was - that they did 
not recite a blessing on the Torah prior to 
learning; however, they may have made a 
blessing after having learnt Torah. If they 
were satisfied with what they had learnt, 
they made a sort of birchat ha’nehenin, as 
one would recite a blessing after a meal. 
This was their grave error. We need to 
make a blessing prior to learning, similar 
to the blessing we recite prior to eating. 
By reciting a blessing prior to learning, we 
express our appreciation and understand-
ing that we are about to study something 
holy, whether or not it is enjoyable. We 
study for the purpose of studying itself.1

Why Two Brachot? 
Rav Mordechai Yaffe, in his Sefer Levush, 

asks why we recite two different brachot 
each morning in connection with Birchat 
HaTorah? One concludes “la’asok bedivrei 
Torah” – “to engage in words of Torah,” 
and the other bracha is “Noten haTorah” 
– “Giver of the Torah.” Typically, we recite 
one bracha per mitzva. Why does Torah 
study have two? Rav Yaffe answers that 

1  The Kehillat Yaakov actually catego-
rizes the bracha of “asher bachar banu” 
as a birchat ha’nehenin, by focusing on the 
object (heftza) of the Torah, rather than on 
the act of the performance of the mitzva 
(like is typically done – lulav, shofar, succah 
etc), notwithstanding that it is recited prior 
to engaging in the study of Torah.

 
US Citizenship for your 

Children and Grandchildren 

 
Michele Coven Wolgel 
Attorney and Notary  

Specializing in American Immigration and 
Naturalization Law 
for over 30 years 

Early filing critical due to Corona 
delays!!! 

www.wolgelaw.co.il 
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo 

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il 
Tel: 02 590 3444 

  
Member, AILA (American Immigration Lawyers 

Association) 
Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP 

www.bretzlaw.com 
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one of these brachot is actually recited at 
the conclusion of learning. How so?

Consider when the obligation to study 
Torah ends. After the shiur? After Maariv? 
The obligation is constant – all day and all 
night: “You shall meditate upon it day and 
night.” והגית בו יומם ולילה. The obligation con-
tinues until one falls asleep, at which point 
he cannot recite a bracha. Thus, the bracha 
at the conclusion of learning can only be 
recited the next morning. Thus, each morn-
ing, we recite one bracha – Noten haTorah 
– to conclude yesterday’s learning, and 
another bracha – la’asok bedivrei Torah – 
on the learning of the new day.

Constant Awareness of Torah
Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik asks why once 

one recites the birchat HaTotah in the morn-
ing, even if one’s learning is interrupted 
one is not obligated to recite an additional 
bracha prior to re-engaging in the study of 
Torah? If one eats bread at breakfast, he has 
to recite a new blessing at dinner. If one sits 
in a succah for lunch, he has to recite a new 
bracha when he returns to the succah for 
dinner. Any interruption requires a new 
blessing. Why is the same principle not 
applicable to the study of Torah?  

Sign up NOW for early-bird special
 
 

Heal with 
Crystals & Gems

בס"ד

 
Discover the healing properties of Avnei

HaHoshen & crystals, learn about the
Jewish perspective and enrich your life.

רבינו בחיי, שמות כ"ח"אין לך אבן....שלא תמשוך כח מן העליונים" 

Course held

Course heldon Zoom
on Zoom

June 2022  
  סיון תשפ"ב 

Gila Slonim
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The Rav explains (based on a tosafot in 
brachot 11b) that in other instances, it is 
one’s discontinuity (hesech ha’daat) that 
requires a new blessing.  However, when 
it comes to Talmud Torah, one is always 
conscious of the Mitzvah. There is acute 
awareness and latent awareness. For 
example, when a mother plays with a child 
there is an acute awareness of the child. 
When the mother is at work and the child 
in kindergarten there is a natural latent 
awareness of her child’s existence. It is 
expressed in the form of a commitment, 
devotion, identification – a feeling that can-
not be extinguished. 

Similarly, with regard to Torah.  One 
may not have an acute awareness of Torah 
24/7, but the latent awareness never ceases.  
Since there is no discontinuity – no new 
blessing is required when one returns to 
engage in learning Torah (moving from 
latent to acute awareness). 

As we celebrate Matan Torah, may we 
appreciate each moment in which we 
can engage in Torah, and constantly be 
reminded of our latent connection to 
Torah throughout the day, even when not 
studying Torah, as a result of our constant 
commitment and devotion to Torah and 
mitzvot! 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space



54     TORAH TIDBITS 1470 / NASO SHAVUOT 5782

www.theisraelcalendar.org
Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your program 
with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

Visit The Israel Calendar to 
explore English-language events 
taking place all over the country! 
The Israel Calendar  is an online platform showcasing virtual 

and in-person English-speaking programming throughout 

the country. All events posted on the calendar are designed 

for Olim seeking to connect with like-minded Anglos while 

benefiting from English-oriented events.
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EARN YOUR GRADUATE  
DEGREE IN 

CYBER 
SECURITY
ONLINE
at Yeshiva University’s  
Jerusalem Campus

Advance your career in the fast-growing cybersecurity  
field. Gain real-world experience from industry experts  
in Israel, New York and around the world. 

 APPLYING IS EASY!  No GRE/GMAT or prior experience required.

   Beautiful Jerusalem 
 Campus

   Exciting Campus Life

   Vibrant Batei Midrash

   Top-Tier Rebbeim  
 and Torah Scholars

   Meet with Successful 
 Entrepreneurs

   Connect with  
 Thought Leaders

SIVAN TEHILA 
Program Director 
M.S. in Cybersecurity Program

Cybersecurity expert and entrepreneur, served as head of the Information Security 
Department of the Intelligence Corps in the Israel Defense Forces, founder of  
Cyber Ladies NYC, and recognized as a 2020 Woman to Watch in IT Security.

“Torat Tziyon cybersecurity students 

will make valuable connections within 

the industry. No amount of theory can 

replace real-world experience.”

For more information, visit yu.edu/Torat-Tziyon/graduate
50% OFF TUITION

DON'T WAIT! APPLY NOW!

20 Select Students Will  
Receive a Scholarship.
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Flourishing 
Flowers

Walk into any shul or home on Shavuot 
and your senses are stimulated and ener-
gized by the heady scent and beautiful 
display of flowers and foliage. What is 
the source of the minhag to decorate our 
homes and shuls with flowers and plants? 
What symbolism does it convey that can 
enhance our experience on this chag?

The Mishnah Berurah explains that 
decorating our spaces with bouquets and 
greenery reminds us that Shavuot is the 
day when the fruit of our trees are judged. 
Hence, in the time of the Beit Hamikdash 
the shtei halechem and Bikurim were 
brought in thanks to Hashem for the pre-
vious year’s bounty. On a deeper level, the 
Tolat Yaakov explains that our souls are 
referred to as the “fruit of the trees.” On 

Shavuot our souls are judged based on our 
loyalty to the study of Torah and its prac-
tices throughout the past year. Like Rosh 
Hashanah when our physical resources 
are decided, on Shavuot it is decided how 
much spiritual energy and resources we 
will merit in the coming year.

Rav Moshe Wolfson in Emunat Itecha 
notes that one is only allowed to use 
non-fruit bearing trees in our yomtov 
trimmings to safeguard the prohibition of 
bal tashchit. Further, in Parashat Bechuko-
tai we are promised that these trees will 
indeed bear fruit in the times of Mashiach. 
When we see the greenery from non-fruit 
bearing trees, we can be inspired to daven 
for this prophecy to be speedily fulfilled. 
It is especially appropriate on this chag 
to daven for the Mashiach as we read 
Megillat Rut that features the promise and 
revelation of the Davidic dynasty. 

Rav Yaakov Emden and others relate 
that the flowers and trees remind us of the 

SHAVUOT
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magnificent description of Har Sinai. Why, 
Rabbi Daniel Ochiyon asks, do we specifi-
cally highlight this aspect of the Har Sinai 
experience? Why don’t we do something 
to recall the awesome sound of the shofar 
or the spectacular lightning and thunder? 
He observes that the dramatic display of 
shofar, lightning and thunder reflects the 
awe of matan Torah. However, the flowers 
reflect the aspect of love and beauty that 
Hashem showed us at that time. Each year, 
when we reaccept the Torah, we display 
flowers and greenery to accentuate the 
beauty and sweet-smelling aspect of Torah 
and we are inspired and invigorated to 
reciprocate Hashem’s love by serving Him 
with freshness and joy. 

The Bnei Yissachar adds that one should 
especially include roses in his flower 
arrangements. The midrash in Shir 
Hashirim Rabbah describes a king who 
planted a beautiful garden but when he 
came to visit it, he found that it was des-
olate and forlorn except for one beautiful 
rose. The king decided to keep the gar-
den for the sake of that solitary exquisite 
rose. So too, Hashem maintains the world 
in the merit of His special rose, the Jew-
ish people. On a deeper level, our sense 
of smell is the highest of the five senses 
as it was untainted by the original sin of 
Adam and Chava since we find no men-
tion of smell in the context of their sin. At 
the time of Kabalat haTorah, Am Yisrael 
reverted to the pristine level of Adam 
pre sin. It is this sublime degree that we 
aspire to as we adorn our homes and shuls 
with the fragrance and bloom of roses 
and sweet-smelling flowers, plants and 
branches.  

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

GERMAN COLONY - Beautiful 3 rooms, 100m, 
Shabbat elevator, Sukkah balcony, large living 
room, master bedroom, spacious, quiet,  
6,700 NIS/month FOR SALE!
ARNONA WITH GARDEN - Nice 3 rooms, modern 
building, private garden, 76m, good shape, quiet, 
storageroom, parking, exclusive, 2,700,000 NIS
MUSRARA CLOSE TO THE OLD CITY - Charming 
5.5 rooms, 137m, Arabic style, high ceilings, 1st 
floor, sukkah, apartment with character, quiet, 
exclusive, 4,750,000 NIS
CLOSE TO BAKA - Great Penthouse, 5.5 rooms, 
160m, Shabbat elevator, 60m balconies with view, 
large living room, master bedroom, good  shape, 
3 parking spots, storage, 6,200,000 NIS
UNIQUE HOUSE IN OLD KATAMON - Great 
location, Beautiful house on a dunam plot, huge  
garden, Arabic style, quiet, 2 parkings spots, rare!

Learn to Lein! 
Read the Torah like a "professional". 

Experienced baal-koreh can teach anyone. 
A revolutionary tried-and-true strategy 

with guaranteed success.   
Requires one hour a day individual 

practice (between lessons) for 3 months.   
Contact avinoamsapir@hotmail.com. 
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Shavuos: 
A Happy 
Birthday

Reb Zushe Wilmowsky, zy’a, the legend-
ary chasid, tireless spiritual builder and 
activist, was affectionately referred to by 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe as ‘mein partisan’. 
During the war Reb Zushe escaped a Nazi 
labor camp and joined the Bielsky broth-
ers’ resistance movement, and became 
renowned for his his physical and religious 
strength, determination and persistence. 

Reb Zushe was raised in a Litvishe home 
and was a talmid of Rav Elchonon Was-
serman HY”D. After the war, while in a 
DP camp in Italy, he was introduced to 
Chabad Chassidus. Upon arriving in Eretz 
Yisrael, Reb Zushe dedicated his life to 
fulfilling the directives of the Chabad Reb-
bes. He was one of the founders of Kfar 
Chabad as well as dozens of other schools 
and yeshivos, spearheading countless 
programs to teach Torah and spread Yid-
dishkeit throughout the Holy Land. 

Few Chasidic holy days are as signif-
icant as Chai Elul, the 18th day of the 
Hebrew month of Elul. The day marks 
both the birthday of the holy Baal Shem 
Tov, founder of the Chasidic movement, 
as well as that of Reb Shneur Zalman, the 

Alter Rebbe, author of Tanya and the first 
Rebbe of Lubavitch. 

On Chai Elul in 1970, a major cele-
bration was held at Kfar Chabad, and a 
massive crowd gathered to participate. 
The planned highlight was to be a satellite 
hookup to virtually join the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe’s farbrengen, broadcast live from 
770 Eastern Parkway in Brooklyn. Guests 
arrived from all over Israel to join the 
Rebbe in real-time, and to receive ‘divrei 
Elokim Chayim’, Divine, life-giving words 
of Torah from his mouth.

As the farbrengen was about to begin, 
technical difficulties prevented the broad-
cast from airing. As the night wore on, the 
enormous gathering of women, men and 
children patiently waited, eager to see and 
be seen by the Rebbe. After a few hours, 
they were finally disappointed; it had 
become clear that there was not going to 
be a broadcast. A collective sigh of longing 
spread through the crowd.

At that very moment, the indefatigable 
optimist, Reb Zushe, leapt upon a table 
and captured the attention of all those 
assembled: 

אלו קרבנו לפני הר סיני ולא נתן לנו את התורה - דיינו!

 “If Hashem had brought us to Har Sinai” 
he shouted, “but did not give us the Torah, 
dayeinu, it would have been enough! 

רפואה שלמה
הרבנית פייגא ציפורה בת הדסה

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel

SHAVUOT
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Even without hearing the Rebbe’s words 
tonight, ashreinu, how fortunate are we to 
be among those who yearn to be close to 
him! Tonight is a Yom Tov and there is no 
room for disappointment or frustration. 
Let’s celebrate! Yidden, we came here to 
farbreng!”

Each year on Shavuos, we relive the 
revelation at Sinai. We celebrate the priv-
ilege of having received the Torah, and we 
re-commit ourselves to accepting it again 
every day. 

Three million women, men and chil-
dren gathered together to experience the 
greatest moment in human history. There 
we heard הגבורה  from the mouth of ,מפי 
Source of Strength, the Divine words of 
His mission statement, His user’s guide 
and declaration of purpose for Creation. 
How then can we sing on Pesach night 
that ‘it would have been enough’ just to 
gather there and wait, and to not receive 
the Torah? Dayeinu? Really?

Our kesher, our connection and rela-
tionship with Torah goes well beyond the 
content contained within the holy book. 
And Shavuos is much more than a holiday 
marking the receiving of the laws, stories 
and instructions of the Torah. It is a cel-
ebration. It is the birthday, so-to-speak, 
of our kesher to the Nosein HaTorah, the 
Giver of the Torah. We celebrate our kes-
her with each other, as well. We relive that 
great farbrengen, that gathering of all our 
souls together k’ish echad b’lev echad, as 
one person and with one heart.

In this way, Matan Torah is more about 
the kesher than it is about the words we 
heard; Shavuos celebrates ‘contact’, not 

just ‘content’. Sometimes in our Torah 
learning we may experience ‘technical 
difficulties’ or an inability to receive the 
‘broadcast’. We may feel we have failed to 
understand the intended p’shat, or to focus 
and learn with proper intention. We may 
even feel disappointed and frustrated with 
ourselves, as if we are unable to ‘hear’ the 
Torah’s pure commands, fascinating ideas 
and endlessly profound words. 

However, on Shavuos, as we are thank-
ing Hashem for the great gift of Torah, 
may we also rejoice in the zechus, the 
great pleasure and privilege, of having 
simply been invited to draw close to the 
Giver. Even if we had arrived at Har Sinai, 
and not received the Torah, Dayeinu.  
Let’s celebrate! 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, May 31 - Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored by  
Estelle Harris on the 10th yahrzeit of her dear husband,  

Rafael Meir ben Zvi Hirsch z”l (Richard Harris) - 2 Sivan, 
who enjoyed Rabbi Goldin’s shiurim and writings in NJ; and in 
appreciation to HKBH for the recent birth of a great grandson 

(Yaakov Yosef)

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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Shavuot, the second of our three pil-
grimage festivals, is also known as 
Zman Matan Torateinu -- the time 

of receiving the Torah -- as well as Chag 
HaBikkurim -- the festival of the first fruits.

One of the customs associated with 
Shavuot mentioned in Shulchan Aruch 
(Orach Chaim 494:3)  might very well 
reflect each of these two secondary names 
of the festival.

“There is a custom to place greenery 
(either plants or trees) in our Synagogues 
(before) during Shavuot, to recall the joyful 
experience of receiving the Torah...”

How exactly are we to understand this 
comment, specifically that placing green-
ery in our synagogues is somehow related 
to recalling the joy of receiving the Torah? 
Some have suggested that perhaps by 
placing trees and plants in the synagogue 
on Shavuot, we are symbolically recalling 
actually physically standing at Sinai, to 
experience being in the “wilderness” of 
Sinai, arriving at the mountain in prepa-
ration to receive the Torah.

But is there perhaps something more, 
some deeper meaning inherent in this 
peculiar decorative custom?

I am reminded of a challenging teaching 
from the Mishna in Pirkei Avot (3:9):

“Rabbi Yaakov said: If a man is walking 
by the way and is studying and then inter-
rupts his study and says: ‘How fine is this 
tree?’ or ‘How fine is this plowed field?’ 

Scripture regards him as though he was 
liable with his soul...”

This is a challenging idea! If I am on a 
hike, listening to a recorded Torah class, 
and suddenly I see an incredibly beautiful 
tree in front of me, and I exclaim, “Wow, 
what a beautiful tree,” how could this pos-
sibly be a transgression, let alone a grave 
transgression? The psalm we recite each 
and every Shabbat includes the very verse: 
“Ma Gadlu maasecha Hashem -- How great 
are your acts, Hashem?”

This would seem to be in line with an 
important entry in the Rambam’s Hilchot 
Yesodei HaTorah as well:

“And what is the way for us to fully real-
ize our love and awe for G-d? During those 
moments when a person contemplates 
G-d’s creations and wondrous acts, and 
sees within these creations the Divine wis-
dom which is endless and has no bounds, 
immediately he is moved to love G-d, to 
praise G-d’s glory, and longs with all his 
desire to know G-d’s great name.” (Mishne 
Torah, Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 2:2)

How then are we to understand the 
teaching from the Mishna cited earlier, 
in light of this profound teaching from 
the Rambam? It is this very question that 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815
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the great Chassidic Master, Rabbi Yisrael 
Elazar Hopshtein, the Avodat Elazar of 
Kozshnitz zy’a, addresses in explaining 
the tradition of placing greenery in our 
synagogues on Shavuot. The Rebbe wrote 
in an essay for the festival of Shavuot:

“There are those who have explained the 
custom of placing trees near the holy ark on 
Shavuot, in accordance with their interpre-
tation of a teaching from the Mishna (Avot 
3:9): If a man is walking by the way and is 
studying and then interrupts his study and 
says: ‘How fine is this tree?’ or ‘How fine is 
this plowed field?’ Scripture regards him as 
though he was liable with his soul.

It would seem at first glance that this is 
a harsh idea, what is so atrocious about 
being awestruck by the wonders of cre-
ation? Alas, it is possible to explain that 
the intention of this teaching is if one’s pur-
pose in noticing nature is to be distracted 
from his studies, if one sees this contem-
plation of G-d’s great acts as a distraction 
from his studies, if he sees no connection 
between the splendor of nature and the 
Torah’s wisdom, such a person would 
indeed be liable!

In actuality, of course there is no dis-
tinction to be made between nature and 
Torah, and all of nature needs to be seen 

specifically as in accordance with the 
Torah’s wisdom.

Therefore, we place trees around the 
holy ark on Shavuot, to remind us of the 
eternal connection and relevance of Torah 
and the splendors of nature...”

Perhaps, it is precisely this idea that 
is meant to commemorate “the joy of 
receiving the Torah.” Maybe it’s through 
contemplation of the wonders of nature 
that we arrive at the ability to appreciate 
and begin to approach some understand-
ing of the wondrous acts of the divine, and 
through the wisdom, guidance and disci-
pline of Torah, we are charged to become 
guardians of nature! 

The connection between Torah and 
nature is indeed not only inseparable, 
but also it is through the wisdom of Torah 
that we fully realize our mission as Hash-
em’s trusted partners in preserving and 
improving this world; and in sharing with 
the entire world the awareness of the gifts 
our natural resources provide for us not 
only in terms of our physical well being, 
but also as a vehicle for experiencing spiri-
tual inspiration, fulfillment, and deep awe 
and appreciation for Hashem’s ever pres-
ence in our lives.

Chag Sameach 
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Real Life Rescues 
Right Before my Eyes

Last Wednesday at around 10:00 p.m., a young man riding an electric scooter was involved in a 
crash with a car that took place at the busy intersection of Bnei Brith Boulevard and Palmach Street. 
The crash left the 19-year-old scooter rider critically injured and unconscious on the street.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Dor Fridman was a witness to the accident. He was driving home 
on his ambucycle when it happened. Dor had stopped at the same intersection for a moment to give 
the right of way to pedestrians at the crosswalk when the accident occurred. “I heard a long and loud 
honk from a car and the screeching sound of a brake. I turned to see where it was coming from and 
then heard a loud boom and a person flying across the road.”

Dor immediately turned on his emergency lights and siren and cautiously crossed the intersection 
to where the wounded man had landed. Dor saw him sprawled out on the ground after the hit.

During the initial examination, Dor found that he was unconscious, with no pulse, and was not 
breathing. With the help of another citizen who stopped his car to help, Dor explained to him what 
to do and together they carefully turned the wounded man on his back. The EMT checked once more 
for a pulse and breathing and found none. Dor instructed the man to call emergency services for help 
as he initiated CPR.  

Dor started performing the compressions by himself for a minute and a half until additional 
United Hatzalah EMTs arrived at the scene to help. They attached a defibrillator and prepared an 
oxygen tank to provide assisted breathing.

After about 3-4 minutes of compressions, the boy’s pulse returned. The EMTs continued to 
ventilate in hopes of restoring his breathing as well. Once the most crucial components of the 
resuscitation were completed, the EMTs moved on to treating the patient’s wounds and stemming 
the bleeding from the gashes he had sustained during the crash. With the arrival of an intensive 
care ambulance a few minutes later, the patient was evacuated to the Assuta Hospital, in a state of 
multisystem trauma and in critical condition.

Dor said, “I saw the accident happen right before my eyes. It is a miracle that I was at the right 
place at the right time. I was privileged to immediately provide the initial treatment that actually 
saved his life.”

After treatment in Assuta, the manager of the emergency room applauded the EMTs for their 
work and said, “All the work was done before the 
young man arrived. You saved the patient’s life with the 
treatment you provided him on the field.” 

Dor is a United Hatzalah volunteer EMT who lives 
in Ashdod and works in the field of pharmaceuticals 
preparing medications for oncology patients. He was one 
of the more than 200 volunteers from the organization 
who was involved in Operation Orange Wings which 
provided humanitarian aid and medical care to Ukrainian 
refugees in Moldova and Ukraine and brought back 
nearly 3,000 Ukrainian refugees to Israel. Dor himself 
was one of the team leaders during the mission and 
himself assisted 160 Ukrainian refugees in their return 
to Israel.

1221
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WHEN SECONDS COUNT...
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www.israelrescue.org 1221

United Hatzalah’s network of 6,200 volunteer medics 
help save thousands of lives each year across Israel by 
providing medical treatment in an average response 

time of 3 minutes or less.
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Shavuot:  
The Geometry 
of Judaism 

Torah is everything. But how does it 
relate to other seminal values of Judaism? 
More specifically, what is the relationship 
between Torah, the Land of Israel and the 
Jewish people. These values seem insepa-
rable, as they are each cardinal aspects of 
religious identity. How can their relation-
ship be described?

Many have suggested a metaphor which 
incorporates all three values into one inex-
tricable “article”. This approach views 
Torah, the Jewish people, and the Land of 
Israel as comprising an indivisible triangle. 
Every triangle possesses three connected 
corners without which, the entire trian-
gle would dismantle. No corner is more 
important than another. Similarly, Torah, 
the Jewish people and the Land of Israel 
cannot be separated, nor can greater value 
be assigned to any of these fundamental 
tenets.

My Rebbe, Harav Yehuda Amital, sharply 

disagreed with the triangle metaphor. 
Instead, he imagined these three principles 
as three points on a continuous line. The 
sequencing of these values along the line, 
resembles their chronological order. On the 
15th day of Nissan we were transformed 
from a clan of slaves into a Jewish nation. 
Pesach was both our day of Independence 
as well as the day we were born as a nation. 
Only seven weeks later, on the 6th of Sivan, 
we received the celestial word of Hashem 
delivered atop a trembling mountain. The 
birth of our nation preceded the delivery 
of Torah.

Without a nation willing to embrace it, 
Torah could not have descended into our 
orbit. Of course, Torah itself, as it is the will 
of Hashem is eternal, predates human his-
tory and is unaffected by human volition. 
However, for Torah to descend into the 
human realm and to affect human expe-
rience, it must be adopted and applied by 
humans. Until our nation was forged on 
Pesach, Torah had no place in this world. 
As the Jewish people are a precondition to 
Torah, they are the paramount value. Am 
Yisrael takes precedence to Torat Yisrael.

In a similar vein, the values of Jewish 
peoplehood and of Torah take precedence 
to settling the Land of Israel. Our initial 
itinerary had us voyaging to Israel a few 
weeks after receiving the Torah at Sinai. 
Sadly, we rerouted history and squandered 
forty years before reaching that milestone. 

SHAVUOT
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However, the delay didn’t alter the fun-
damental sequence: first a people, then a 
Torah, and, finally, a Land.

Until we received the Torah, we had no 
warrant to the Land. After liberating us 
from Egypt, Hashem revealed His direct 
Word so that we could model a lifestyle 
of commandment and commitment to an 
entire world. We are selected to live under 
the eye of Hashem, in his backyard, so that 
we could disseminate His message from 
His province. Without fidelity to Torah, 
our deed to the Land of Israel is rescinded. 
Torah precedes the Land of Israel. It was 
delivered first and is a precondition for our 
entry into the Land.

The three values are indispensable but 
aren’t of equal value. A line not a triangle.

For thousands of years, we crafted reli-
gious identity based on two of these values. 
During the harsh exile, we excelled at Torah 
study and, remarkably, we maintained a 
sturdy national identity. Sadly, however, 
the third cardinal value- the Land of Israel- 
remained a distant dream.

With our return to history, the Land of 
Israel has come alive. We have rediscovered 
new mitzvot, have become reacquainted 
with Israel’s landscapes, and have begun 
the arduous process of settling and inhab-
iting a Land which had been vacant for 
centuries. We have rediscovered the “miss-
ing” third part of this “bundle” of Jewish 
identity.

Over the past 50 years in particular, 
the struggle to settle our Land has capti-
vated our collective imagination. We are 
no longer settling the coast or the north, 
but are now laying new roots in ancient 
Biblical fields. We have now returned to 
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neglected larger national agendas such as 
social welfare, economic equality, and the 
general moral tone of our surrounding cul-
ture. While religious people have largely 
ignored these agendas, they have been 
eagerly adopted by secular factions. Did we 
prioritize Land over people? Did we invert 
the sequence of the “line”?

There may be an additional cost to our 
disproportionate concern with the Land 
of Lsrael. Apparently, Torah study and 
Torah commitment have also been insuf-
ficiently attended to. With great sadness, 
we have witnessed outsized percentages of 
a younger generation opting out of classic 
orthodox identity. It is always dangerous to 
generalize and there are a myriad of fac-
tors driving this distressing phenomenon. 
But it is fair to ask whether we have placed 
sufficient emphasis upon Torah study and 
halachic commitment. Perhaps we over-
invested communal resources in settling 
the Land at the expense of the study and 
evaluation of Torah. Interestingly, many 
who abandon classic religious behavior 
still maintain deep commitment to Land 
and its settlement. Is this a reflection of our 
community’s passionate devotion to Land, 
but listless commitment to Torah? Did the 
younger generation sense what was “truly” 
important to us?

Am Yisrael, Torah and Land: a line, not a 
triangle. 

Yerushalayim and the surrounding Bibli-
cal corridor. We are literally walking back 
into Tanach. International opposition to our 
presence in these regions merely reinforces 
the prophetic nature of our settlements. We 
are living through a historical faceoff, piv-
oted upon a city which sits at the center of 
human history. Without passion, courage 
and sacrifice we will not triumph.

Have we gone too far? Have we ignored 
other values? Have we overinvested in Land 
settlement at the cost of prior values? Have 
we unleashed a golem which has turned 
back on its master with an insatiable appe-
tite? If Jewish peoplehood, Torah and the 
Land of Israel are a triangle this question 
is mute. Investment in one “corner” affects 
all corners. By settling Israel we are bol-
stering our peoplehood and strengthening 
Torah commitment. If, however, the three 
values are a line, this question becomes 
very troubling. Have we placed too much 
emphasis upon “derivative” parts of Juda-
ism at the expense of “origin” or “source” 
components?

Have we been sufficiently sensitive to 
social issues which affect am Yisrael? We 
are deeply committed to the spiritual nature 
of Israeli society, paying heed to national 
religious issues such as Shabbat, kashrut, 
and conversion. However, we may have 
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Prepared by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, 
Yemin Moshe

SEUDAT SHLISHIT
This year the Holiday of Shavuot 
begins immediately after Shabbat, 
thereby raising certain questions 
due to this unique circumstance.

Recommended to partake in Seu-
dat Shlishit (third meal) on this 
Shabbat, at an earlier hour so as 
not to affect our appetite for the 
Chag. Therefore, best 
to eat before last 
three hours of 
Shabbat. Some 
prefer to move up 
the meal to immediately after 
midday (approx. 1 or 2 o’clock in 
afternoon).

If one eats at his regular 
time Shabbat 

afternoon, then one should make 
sure to leave an appetite for Chag 
evening meal.

PREPARING FOR CHAG
One needs to abstain from any 
acts of preparation from Shabbat 
to Chag.

One may clean the Shabbat table 
as one usually does, in order to 
allow it to appear clean and tidy 
for Shabbat.

One should refrain 
from washing 

dishes on Shab-
bat if the only 
purpose is to use 

them for the Chag and 
not on Shabbat.

One should wait until Chag begins 
and Shabbat concludes before 
placing any food on a hotplate for 
use on Chag.

A GUIDE FOR SHABBAT  
FOLLOWED BY SHAVUOT
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CANDLE LIGHTING
Candle lighting for Chag may only 
commence after nightfall (Tzeit 
HaKochavim).

After Nightfall, before 
the candle lighting, 
one recites the phrase 
“Baruch Ha’maavdil ben 
Kodesh L’Kodesh. Only 
then, may one light the 
candles for the Chag. The brachot 
of l'hadlik ner shel Yom tov and 
shehechiyanu are recited. 

One should prepare a lit Yahrzeit 
candle before Shabbat to allow 
a flame to be transferred 
for the lighting candles of 
Chag. One is prohibited in 
lighting a new flame on 
Chag with a match. 

Recommended to use 48-hour 
Yahrzeit candle to ensure that 
the flame remains lit until 
after Shabbat.

HAVDALA
Chag that begins immediately 
after the Shabbat, we refrain 
from the normal Havdala cere-
mony that we are accustomed 

to. Rather, within the Kid-
dush for the Chag, parts 
of the Havdala service 
are incorporated. No 
spices are used since we 

are still amid the happiness of 
the Chag. The order of the Kid-
dush for the evening welcoming 
Shavuot is firstly, the blessing on 
the wine, the text of the kiddush, 
the blessing over the existing 

candles that were lit for the 
Chag (without the need to 
intertwine two wicks), and 
finally the Shehechiyanu 
blessing.

Shabbat Shalom and Chag 
Sameach
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A.It is customary to decorate the 
Shul and home with greenery and 
flowers for Shavuot.

B. There is customary to eat dairy 
foods.

C. There is custom to 
remain awake and 
study Torah on the 
night of Shavuot. 
For those who fol-
low this practice, 
there are a num-
ber of points to bear 
in mind if one has not slept at all:

The blessing of Al Netilat Yadayim 
and Asher Yatzar may be said 
only after going to the bathroom.

The following blessings should not 
be said: a. Al mitzvat tzitzit b.the 
blessings on Torah study c. Elokai 
neshama and Ha’maavir sheina. 

If possible, one should hear some-
one else (who has slept during 
the night) say them and intend to 

fulfill his obligation by listen-
ing to the recitation 

of the blessings. 
(The individual 
who is saying the 
blessings must 
also have in mind 

to allow the listen-
ers to fulfill their 

obligation through his rec-
itation). If there is no one to recite 
these blessings, then the blessing 
for the talit gadol can be used to 
cover the talit katan as well, and 
the blessing of Ahava raba can 
cover the blessings for Torah study 
if one specifically has so in mind 
and if immediately upon termina-
tion of the Amida one recites some 
Torah passages.

ADDITIONAL MINHAGIM  
AND GUIDELINES  

FOR SHAVUOT
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Many communities read Megilat 
Ruth on Shavuot morning before 
Torah reading. (Outside of Israel it 
is read on the second day.)

Some communities read it in the 
afternoon (before Mincha).

A recent trend in Vatikin 
(pre-sunrise) minyanim (in Israel) 
is to read it before davening. 
While some feel that it is not ideal 
to do so, it has become a popular 
practice because of the time saved 
for people who are quite tired 
and appreciate the early morning 
davening.

When read from a kosher 
megila (Minhag Yerushalayim), 
the reading is preceded by the 
brachot... Al Mikra Megila and 
Shehechiyanu. Read from a book, 
no brachot are recited.

Various reasons combine to 
make Ruth a perfect reading for 
Shavuot:

The text itself tells us that its 

story takes place at the time of the 
"cutting of the wheat". Shavuot is 
Chag HaKatzir.

One of the major purposes of 
the book of Ruth is to show us the 
lineage of David HaMelech and 
the Davidic line. Tradition tells us 
that David HaMelech died (and 
was born) on Shavuot.

Perhaps more significantly, 
the story of Ruth is the inspiring 
story of Kabbalat HaTorah on an 
individual level, just as Shavuot 
is the commemoration of Kabba-
lat HaTorah on a national 
level. All of Israel were like 
converts at Sinai. This 
matches nicely that the 
Torah reading comes 
from Parshat Yitro, 
another example of per-

sonal 

MEGILAT RUTH AND  
TORAH READING  

FOR SHAVUOT 
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Kabbalat HaTorah.
Ruth is the story of Chesed, acts 

of kindness. The Torah begins and 
ends with G-d's acts of kindness- 
clothing Adam and Chava on the 
one side and burying Moshe on 
the other.

We recite Akdamut on Shavuot 
morning, after the Kohen is called 
to the Torah, before his bracha and 
before the reading begins, it is the 
Ashkenazi custom to responsively 
recite a 90-line poem praising G-d, 
His Torah and His people. Written 
by Rabbi Meir of Worms (one of 
Rashi's teachers) it conveys the 
spirit of love of G-d and Judaism 
even under the adverse conditions 
of the Crusades. Rabbi Meir's son 
was killed by Crusaders and he 
himself died soon after a "forced 
debate" with Christian clergy of 
his town. The poem celebrates 
Torah. Each line of Akdamut ends 
with a syllable TA, TAV-ALEF, last 
and first letters of the Alef Bet, 
some see this as a reminder of the 
nature of the Torah itself - as soon 
as we complete reading or learn-
ing the Torah, we immediately 
begin it again.

Sfardim do not read Akda-
mut, but they have the custom of 

reading a poem called the Ketuba 
composed by Rabbi Yosef Najara, 
celebrating the marriage, so to 
speak, of G-d and Bnei Yisrael, or 
the Torah and Bnei Yisrael. They 
read the Ketuba when the Ark is 
opened, before the Torahs are 
taken out. 

Torah Reading from the first of 
two Torahs on Shavuot, we read 
from Parshat Yitro, the account 
of Ma'amad Har Sinai and Matan 
Torah, from Shmot 19 & 20 a 
total of 48 psukim. The reading is 
divided among 5 Aliyot, as on all 
Yom Tov days (that don't fall on 
Shabbat – which Shavuot never 
does).

The reading begins with the 
famous pasuk: "In the third month 
from the Exodus, on this day, they 
(Bnei Yisrael) came to Midbar 
Sinai." Rashi's two comments on 
"this day" are:

1. It was Rosh Chodesh 
Sivan that the People arrived at 
Sinai, and

2. The Torah uses the term 
this day (Bayom Hazeh) rather 
than (Bayom Hahu) to teach us 
that Matan Torah should not be 
thought of as a "once upon a time, 
a long time ago" experience, but 
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rather "words of Torah should be 
fresh in our eyes as if we received 
them today."

This is such an important concept 
that it bears constant repeating, 
attention, and effort to internalize. 
Especially when there are so many 
detractors who proclaim the Torah 
and its Mitzvot as antiquated, out-
dated, and irrelevant, we must 
be enthusiastic proponents of the 
opposite view. Etz Chayim Hi.

Could the Torah's being described 
as a living tree also contribute 
towards the custom of adorning the 
shul and home with tree branches?

The second pasuk is no less 
famous. "Vayichan sham Yisrael..." 
Israel, as one being with one heart 
and a singular purpose, camped 
opposite the mount. The unparal-
leled experience of Jewish Unity 
that gave standing at the foot of Mt. 
Sinai its everlasting significance, 
become one of our special goals 
of Jewish life.

This explains the dayeinu 
couplet: Had You brought 
us to Har Sinai and not 
given us the Torah, we 
would still have reason 
to thank You.

Aseret Hadibrot is read in the 
"upper notes", Taamei Elyon, even 
according to Minhag Yerushalayim 
(which uses Taamei Hatachton for 
Parshat Yitro and Vaetchanan.)
Taamei Elyon presents the text as 
separate commandments – with 
fanfare and flair-rather than 
psukim -like all the Torah- which 
is the way we hear it with Taamei 
Tachton.

Maftir (in the second Torah) is 
the Musaf of Shavuot from Parshat 
Pinchas (Bamidbar 28:26-31).

Haftara is Yechezkel's first chap-
ter and his most vivid and esoteric 
vision. The level and type of proph-
ecy attained by the Jews at Sinai has 
been compared to the visions of 
Yechezkel.
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A SHORT VORT
BY RABBI CHANOCH 
YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael,  
Yemin Moshe

“And he shall blot “it” out with 
the bitter water (5:23)
ומחה אל מי המרים

As part of this mystical ceremony 
of the “Sotah” the verses of the 
curses from the Torah are inscribed 
on a scroll, including G-d’s name, 
and erased in the bitter waters. 

The known question is asked. 
How can the Torah allow for the 
erasing of the name of G-d, seem-
ingly such a reprehensible offence?

The great Maharal from Prague 
(Rabbi Judah Loew 1520-1609) 
answers that the reason that 
erasing G-d’s name is sanctioned 
because there is the hope that this 
will allay any suspicions the hus-
band may have of his wife. There 
is the chance that peace will be 
restored between this couple and 
the presence of G-d will continue 
to remain in this marriage. The 
goal of this erasure is not to belittle 
or eradicate G-d’s name but rather 
the opposite, an attempt of ensur-
ing that G-d’s presence continues 
to dwell in this family. The Talmud 
in Shabbat 10b emphasis this idea 
by stating that “Peace” or “Shalom” 
is actually one of G-d’s name, very 
befitting for this very act. Shabbat 
Shalom
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