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This Motzei Shabbat we will cel-
ebrate the 55th anniversary of 
Ichud Yerushalayim-the reunifica-

tion of Jerusalem, the miraculous military 
victory of the 1967 Six Day War. For nine-
teen years, the joy that had permeated the 
Jewish People with the establishment of the 
State of Israel in 1948 was tempered by the 
somber, humbling reality that the city of 
Jerusalem remained divided, the ancient 
city, the Western Wall, and the Temple 
Mount under Jordanian sovereignty. That 
all changed with the dramatic events of 
June 7, 1967.

Shortly after Lt. General Motta Gur’s 
thrilling announcement, ‘Har Habayit B’ya-
deinu, Har Habayit B’yadeinu!’ ‘The Temple 
Mount is in our hands, the Temple Mount 
is in our hands’, the students of the Beit 
Aharon Yeshiva, the yeshiva of the Slonimer 
Chasidim in Meah Shearim,were huddled 
together in the bomb-shelter in the base-
ment of the yeshiva complex, where they 
were addressed by their illustrious Rosh 
Yeshiva, Rabbi Shalom Noach Brazovsky 
zy’a,who years later would succeed his 
father-in law to serve as the Slonimer 
Rebbe.  

Below are a few short excerpts from the 

Rebbe’s inspirational message to the Yeshi-
va’s students on that momentous day:

...We are obligated to recognize and give 
thanks for the miracles that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu has brought upon us during these 
days, miraculous revelations not experienced 
for tens of generations, and it is forbidden to 
ignore these great gifts from Hashem…

 ...Even those removed from our tradition, 
and anyone with a brain in their head, 
must acknowledge that these great events 
cannot be comprehended by the laws of 
nature….

...The return to Jewish control of both 
the Kotel HaMaaravi and the other sacred 
places- Kever Rachel and Maarat HaMach-
pela, in the miraculously swift six-day war, 
leave us in awe of these great miraculous 
events which God has revealed to us, and we 
must give thanks to the Ribono Shel Olam….  

...At this great moment, when God has 
returned to us the place where our Temple 
stood, we must sing praises…..

The Rebbe’s words help us to appreciate 
the significance of this incredible commem-
oration of Yom Yerushalayim. It was evident 
to see the Yad Hashem, the proverbial “hand 
of G-d” in the height of the events, and even 
in the days and months immediately follow-
ing the events of June 7, 1967. 

But today, even as we are still longing for 
the day when indeed we’ll witness the com-
plete ingathering of the Exiles and enter into 
that era of eternal peace, we must not turn 
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731



OU ISRAEL CENTER         41

a blind eye to the many incredible gifts that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu bestows upon us each 
and every day. After 2,000 years of exile, 
each of us is free to visit, live, study and pray 
in the ancient city of Yerushalayim.

May the great gift that is Yerushalayim Ir 
HaKodesh, the united eternal capital of the 
Jewish People, ever serve as an inspiration 
for each of us to appreciate all of Hashem’s 
gifts, and help us to see the subtle hidden 
miracles we experience each and every 
day....

Yom Yerushalayim Sameach! 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Wednesday, May 18 - All shiurim were dedicated for a  

speedy recovery for Rachel Leah bat Chaya

Thursday, May 19 - Rabbi Finkelsteins shiur was sponsored לע”נ
ר’ עקיבא דוד בן נחום יוסף ז”ל

Sunday, May 29 - Rabbi Berzon’s shiur is sponsored by  
Henie & David Fialkoff in loving memory of Henie’s mother -  

Sarah bat Asher Antschel a”h

Monday, May 30th (29 Iyar) -  All shiurim today are sponsored 
in loving memory of Mr. Irving Abramowitz - Yitzchak Yosef 

ben Yehoshua Menachem Mendel z”l on his first yahrzeit

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef
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02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 


