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Internalizing 
Torah Values

Three times in Sefer Bamidbar Bnei Yis-
rael are counted. In fact, the name of the 
sefer is translated as “numbers” due to these 
censuses. Typically, the men were counted 
from the age of twenty, worthy of being 
drafted into the army. The tribe of Levi, 
however, were counted from the age of 30 
days. Rashi points out that from the age of 
thirty days one has a “chezkat chayim” and 
as such they are considered potential future 
laborers in the mishkan.  

Shevet Levi may be used to being counted 
at a young age. We are told at the begin-
ning of Sefer Shemot that 70 individuals 
descended to Egypt, yet only 69 people are 
identified. Chazal resolves the mystery 
by stating that Yocheved, a descendent of 
Levi, was born as they entered the gates of 
Egypt. Here too an infant was included in 
the calculation. 

When asked to count the children of the 
tribe of Levi, the Torah tells us:

ה צֻוָּֽ ר֖  אֲשֶׁ כַּֽ ה'  י֣  עַל־פִּ ה֖  משֶׁ אֹתָם֛  פְקֹ֥ד  וַיִּ  - Moshe 
counted   them according to God’s word, 
just as he was commanded. (Bamidbar 3:16).  

Rashi is troubled by the insertion of the 
phrase according to God’s word, which 
seems superfluous, given that the following 
phrase illustrates that he acted as “he was 

commanded”. Rashi explains that Moshe 
was troubled by a practical complication.  
How could he enter the tents of the tribe of 
Levi to count the infants? He was concerned 
with potentially intruding while a mother 
was nursing her child. Hashem told Moshe 
to do his part and God will do the rest. What 
transpired was that Moshe would stand 
by the doorway of a tent and the shechina 
would inform Moshe of the number of males 
above the age of 30 days in each tent.  

The Eish Tamid raises an intriguing ques-
tion. If Moshe was commanded to count the 
tribe of Levi, why did he hesitate? Moshe 
should have immediately fulfilled Hashem’s 
command! There is a significant message to 
derive from Moshe’s behavior.  

Moshe acted with derech eretz. He has 
embedded in him the characteristic of 
respecting others and their privacy. Moshe 
conditioned himself to be an oved Hashem, 
to act in a way that reflects “ratzon Hashem” 
and to always conduct himself in a tzanua 
and modest manner. This command to 
count the infants seemed to contradict the 
Torah values with which he was imbued.   
He therefore asked Hashem for assistance 
with resolving this dilemma. 

A story is told about Rav Moshe Feinstein 
that illustrates how one’s devotion to Torah 
and mitzvot prevent them from acting in 
a seemingly contradictory fashion. Rav 
Moshe was once at a wedding and before 
the chuppa there was a minyan for mincha.  
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After Rav Moshe completed his shemona 
esrei the chazan waited for Rav Moshe to 
take three steps backwards before beginning 
chazarat Hashatz. There was an individual 
that was still davening behind Rav Moshe 
and so he refrained from taking three steps 
backwards, in accordance with the halacha, 
to avoid distracting that individual’s con-
centration. He did not take steps sideways, 
or diagonally, but rather waited patiently 
in his place until the individual behind him 
completed his tefilla.   Afterwards people 
asked Rav Moshe why he did not just take 
three small steps back rather than wait in 
his place. Rav Moshe responded- how could 
I have taken three steps backwards, it was 
like there was a brick wall behind me! In 
other words, if halacha forbids a certain 
movement, there is no way Rav Moshe could 
comprehend acting in a way that may be 
perceived as violating such a restriction.  

Moshe Rabbeinu could not fathom infring-
ing on one’s privacy. Such conduct was not 
becoming of a ben Torah and so he needed 
guidance from Hashem as to how he would 
be able to accomplish the task at hand. May 
we emulate Moshe’s behavior, always inter-
nalizing the Torah’s precepts so they guide 
our every act and result in our constant por-
trayal of a kiddush Hashem! 
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On the exquisite Elcharizi St., Rechavia, new project, new 
280m penthouse, 100m terraces, finishes and layout according 
to buyer requests!  DEBORAH-054-4804767
FOR RENT- In Baka, unique new penthouse 200m, boutique 
2 family building, private elevator, 5 rooms, high ceilings, 
modern & beautiful views, succah terraces  
MAYA- 054-6650184
For Serious clients only! In the Orient Hotel, unique 280m 
apartment on one level with large succah terrace, top standard, 
all furnished, 7 rooms, all facilities of the hotel, pool, spa 
DEBORAH-054-4804767
Private house on private plot for sale in the best street 
in Rechavia! 750m plot, house built of 350m with additional 
building rights!! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of Old Katamon, Unique Garden apartment 
of 250m on one level + 700m private garden, authentic 
building, full of charm, high ceilings, wine cellar, very quiet,  
a must! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden apartment 
with private entrance, 250m with private garden, parking, 
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartment building- 
MAYA- 054-6650184
Rechavia, Unique Ben Maimon St. Beautiful Garden 
apartment, 200m on one level, private entrance, high ceilings, 
small authentic building, private landscaped garden,  
private parking DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Best location in Talbieh - magnificent new penthouse 300m 
in an authentic small building, top standard, double height 
ceilings, 7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private roof terrace 
120m, panoramic views, private elevator, private parking- 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Authentic Mansion on a dead-end St., German Colony - 1150m 
plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, additional 
building rights to add 2 more floors- DEBORAH- 054-
4804767
On a small lane of Baka, beautiful 190m penthouse,  
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat 
elevator - MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!


