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I have penned quite a 
number of articles detailing 
how grateful we must be to 
OU Kashrut which provides 
30 percent of the annual OU 

Israel budget. As if the global footprint of OU 
Kashrut isn’t enough, beyond ensuring that 
the 1.3 million OU-certified products uphold 
its gold standard of Kashrut, OU Kashrut 
directly supports the fortification of Am Yis-
rael in Eretz Yisrael. 

My readers know that too often I come 
across OU Kashrut employees who are 
unaware of their direct impact in OU Israel’s 
success, and I therefore look for opportuni-
ties to convey the HaKarat HaTov I feel for 
the Rabbanim, Mashgichim, Rabbinical 
Coordinators (RCs) and Rabbinical Field Rep-
resentatives (RFRs) who power OU Kashrut. 
This past week the OU Israel team had the 
honor of attending the OU Kashrut Confer-
ence in Tarrytown, New York, and I found a 
unique opportunity to convey my gratitude 
on a much larger scale, as I addressed the 
hundreds of conference attendees. 

Of note, the conference began on the heels 
of a NCSY Summer Staff Training weekend 
that finished just hours before the Kashrut 
Conference kicked off. My team and I were 
very excited to hear about the many sum-
mer programs coming to Israel this summer, 
with notably higher participants than we’ve 
seen in recent years. The OU Israel team is 
gearing up to welcome the throngs of stu-
dents roaming the streets of Eretz Yisrael in 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

just a few weeks! 
At the Kashrut conference, the OU Israel 

team included Rabbi Yissacher Dov Kra-
kowski, Rabbi Ezra Friedman and Rabbi 
Matti Cohen. While this was my first Kashrut 
Conference, I felt very much at home given 
OU Israel’s ongoing work with OU Kashrut 
CEO Rabbi Menachem Genack, COO Rabbi 
Moshe Elefant among many other RCs. With 
OU Kashrut representation from employees 
hailing from South America, China, Israel, 
locations across North America and Europe, 
and more, it was incredible to witness a gath-
ering of people who dedicate themselves to 
ensuring Kosher food for Jews around the 
globe. The event allowed OU Mashgichim to 
connect with one another, learn from each 
other and discuss the Kashrut challenges of 
today - much of which Covid created. 

To give you an idea of the kinds of chal-
lenges discussed, OU Mashgichim have been 
certifying products since 1923 and uphold 
standards that are unparalleled. At this 
point, OU Kashrut is a well oiled machine 
that has run its services like clockwork for 
decades, supporting Mashgichim with inter-
nal databases and resources that allow for 
fully transparent supervision of Kashrut. But 
Covid threw a lot of unforeseen challenges 
into the mix and OU Kashrut had to adapt 
quickly and develop new resources to sup-
port RFRs wherever they were in the world, 
finding the safest way to conduct scheduled 
and surprise Kashrut visits to certified loca-
tions, and even check products virtually. 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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and RFRs are directly helping us save lives 
of our youth, and inspire Am Yisrael in Eretz 
Yisrael. I remain grateful for the opportunity 
my team had this week to give OU Kashrut 
employees a taste of the kinds of programs 

we run as a result of their 
efforts. For those of us living in 
Eretz Yisrael, supporting stores 
and restaurants that carry 
OU Kashrut allows OU Israel 
to continue on its mission of 
inspiring the next generation 
of Am Yisrael across the coun-
try. Please do what you can to 
support OU Kashrut establish-
ments and to convince others 
to become OU establishments. 

Take a moment to thank 
store owners and buyers 
for supporting a Kashrut 
organization that rein-
vests its revenue into 
Am Yisrael. 

I left the RFR Confer-
ence with a renewed 
sense of purpose and 
mission, and landed in 

Israel just in time to attend a Yachad Family 
Shabbaton, which I will tell you about B'ezrat 
HaShem next week! 

Looking forward to seeing you all at the 
Yom Yerushalayim Tfillah Chagigit at 7:30am 
on the Tayelet.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

The OU Israel team works hand in hand 
with Mashgichim around the world on areas 
spanning import, export and everything in 
between. We were therefore asked to con-
duct a session to discuss the challenges 
and unique opportunities 
that Kashrut in Israel pres-
ents. But before we began I 
felt it important to begin with 
HaKarat HaTov for the efforts 
of OU Kashrut that support 
many of the initiatives we run 
at OU Israel. 

In our mission to build a 
foundation for the Jewish 
future for Am Yisrael in Eretz 
Yisrael, it can be easy to take 
for granted the obvious 
impact of our efforts. 
I’d go as far as to say 
that the OU Israel team 
is somewhat spoiled 
because we have been 
Zoche to gain a tremen-
dous amount of Sipuk 
from our programs. 
We’ve attended Smachot 
of every kind. We have seen children who 
found comfort and stability at The Zula build 
healthy families of their own. Olim who 
stay connected to their roots and values and 
create fulfilling lives in Israel. Women who 
attend our L’Ayla Women’s learning initia-
tive and find communal strength. Olim who 
have benefitted from The Gustave and Carol 
Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education. But 
none of this would be possible without OU 
Kashrut’s support, and the support of our 
private donors. 

Through OU Kashrut, Mashgichim, RCs 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

1st aliya (Bamidbar 1:1-19) On 
Rosh Chodesh Iyar of the sec-
ond year since leaving Egypt, 

Moshe and Aharon are to take a census of 
all men over the age of 20. The leaders of 
each tribe are to assist. These leaders are 
named. Moshe, Aharon and the leaders 
gather the people who establish to which 
tribe each person belongs.

Sefer Bamidbar is the march to the Land 
of Israel. Truly the march to the Promised 
Land. The Promise of the Land was made to 
Avraham. And Yitzchak. And Yaakov. And 
to Moshe at the burning bush. Moshe was 
told at the burning bush that G-d would 
take the people out of Egypt because of the 
promise He made. To give them the Land 
of Israel. That has been the goal from the 
time of Avraham.  

Now, living in the Land comes with a rich 
landscape. You are to settle the Land. But 
overlaid with an intimate connection to 
Me. I, G-d says, will dwell in the Mikdash.  
You will approach me. And you will settle 
this Land, my Land, proximate to Me. Sefer 
Vayikra laid out this landscape, this overlay 
of holiness, of nearness to G-d.  

Now it is time for it to happen. And the 

KI TEITZEI move from the idyllic, the theoretical, to the 
real world of human beings is oh so tricky.  
We know the end of the story – but at this 
point we are merely one year from Egypt 
and preparing to march to the Land. Bam-
idbar is the dawn of the march to the Land.

2nd aliya (1:20-54) The census, 
by tribe, of all men over the age 
of 20, the age of army service is 

presented. The tribe of Reuven: 46,500. Shi-
mon: 59,300. Gad: 46,500.  Yehuda: 74,600. 
Yissachar: 54,400. Zevulun: 57,400. 
Ephraim: 40,500. Menashe: 32,200. Bin-
yamin: 35,400. Dan: 62,700.Asher: 41,500. 
Naftali: 53,400. The total of this census done 
by Moshe and Aharon and the 12 leaders of 
the tribes was 603,550. However, the tribe 
of Levi is not included. They are to safe-
guard the Mishkan: camping around the 
Mishkan, transporting it, dismantling and 
assembling it. The tribes camp in distinct 
groups, while the Leviim encamp around 
the Mishkan.

This is the accountants parsha. Lots of 
numbers. While there were 12 sons of Yaa-
kov, Levi is not a part of this census. That 
leaves 11 tribes. There is no tribe of Yosef; 
his 2 sons, Ephraim and Menashe take their 
place alongside their uncles as full tribes.  
Hence, 12 tribes even without Levi.

While this book is called Bamidbar, in the 
desert, in English it is called Numbers. Apt.  
Somewhat. But I like the Talmud’s appel-
lation: Pekudim. Which can be translated 
as Numbers. Or, as in modern Hebrew, 
Pakid, the person with the designated job.  
The count and the numbers is preparation 
for the armed march into Israel. All have a 
role to play. But the accountants will notice 
that the tribes vary significantly in size.  

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

BAMIDBAR
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They all started out at the same time, sons 
of Yaakov. This is a hint at the prominent 
theme of differences. The tribes are differ-
ent in name. In size. Later we will see, in 
encampment. While marching to the same 
destination, the Jewish people will always 
enjoy variation. Managing the variation is 
one of the themes of this book.

3rd aliya  (2:1-34) The tribes are 
to camp in a designated man-
ner. For each of the tribes the 

name of their Nasi, the number of their 
tribe and the place in the formation is 
given. On the east side, the front, is Yehuda, 
Yissachar and Zevulun. Their combined 
number is 186,400. On the south side is 
Reuven, Shimon and Gad. Their combined 
number is 151,450. The Ohel Moed, sur-
rounded by Levi, both camps and travels in 
the middle. On the west side is Ephraim, 
Menashe and Binyamin. Their combined 
number is 108,100. On the north side is 
Dan, Asher and Naftali. Their combined 
number is 157,600. The total count of the 
army age men is 603,550 without the tribe 
of Levi.

The people travel and camp with the 
Mishkan in their midst. Physically and 
metaphorically. We travel our history with 
G-d in our midst. The distinct feeling you 
get in the detailed description of where 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
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The OU Israel Family  
sends its heartfelt condolences to

Cindy Wiesel and family
(Camp Dror, Coordinator)
on the passing of  her
FATHER z"l

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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each tribe encamped is the feeling of an 
army encampment. Regimented. Specific.  
Detailed. Organized. But an army for which 
purpose? To fight the anticipated foes in 
the Land of Israel? Or to be the army of 
Hashem? A fighting army? Or a people 
with its G-d in its midst? Or both?  

4th aliya (3:1-13) Aharon’s son’s 
names were Nadav, Avihu, Ela-
zar and Itamar.  Nadav and 

Avihu died without children.  Elazar and 
Itamar serve as Kohanim with Aharon. 
Take the Leviim: they are to serve Aharon. 
The Leviim are responsible for the Mish-
kan: to support the Kohanim and the 
people, to facilitate the running of the Mish-
kan. The Leviim shall take the place of the 
first-born, who became obligated to me 
when saved in Egypt.  

There are 2 groups mentioned here:  
Kohanim and Leviim. The lineage of the 
kohanim is given. It just doesn’t take much 
room. Because Aharon is a kohen and his 
sons. But he only has 2. So the entire lineage 
of the kohanim is 3 people. The Leviim, on 
the other hand, are an entire tribe, descen-
dants of Levi, son of Yaakov. Their lineage, at 
quite some length, is given in the next aliya.  

5th aliya (3:14-39) Count the 
tribe of Levi by households, 
from 1 month and older: the 

households of Gershon, Kehat and Merari, 
the sons of Levi. The sons of Gershon, Kehat 
and Merari are listed. Gershon’s family, 
from a month and above, is 7,500. They 
camp to the west of the Mishkan. Their task 
was to transport and be responsible for the 
curtains and coverings. Kehat numbered 
8,600, camping to the south. They were 
responsible for the vessels: Aron, Menorah, 

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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Table, altars. Merari numbered 6,200, 
camping to the north. Responsible for the 
structure of the Mishkan; the walls, sup-
ports and beams. The total of the tribe of 
Levi is 22,000. On the front side, the east of 
the Mishkan, Moshe and Aharon and fam-
ilies camped.  

The encampment around the Mishkan 
had 2 layers. The Leviim were in close, on 
3 of the 4 sides of the Mishkan. The 4th side, 
the leading side, had Moshe and Aharon. 
The entire 12 tribes were farther removed 
on all 4 sides.  

The 3 sons of Levi were family groups; 
Gershon, Kehat and Merari. They had full 
responsibility for the Mishkan. Their tasks 
fell in categories.  Gershon, textiles. Kehat, 
furniture. Merari, building. Gershon took 
care of the curtains and coverings. Kehat, 
the important main vessels of the Mishkan.  
And Merari the structure of the building.

6th aliya (3:40-51) Count all the 
firstborn of the age of a month 
and above. The Leviim are to 

replace the firstborn. There were 273 more 
firstborn than Leviim; these were 
redeemed.  

The previous aliya, continuing here, 
assumes that the firstborn will be dedi-
cated public servants because they were 
spared in the plague of the firstborn. This 
is a theme of reciprocity: God says, I saved 
you, you serve Me. The showering of good 
upon us demands reciprocity – we become 
indebted to G-d. The notion that the first-
born shall be the public servants has great 
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appeal; every home becomes infused with 
public service by virtue of the firstborn 
dedicated to holy work. But, as appealing as 
that is, it is not implemented. The firstborn 
are switched off for the Leviim. Perhaps 
because it would be an inequitable burden.  
The poor families rely on their firstborn to 
work, to be the first to contribute to the 
family wellbeing. The replacement of the 
firstborn by the Leviim recognizes the 
inequity that would inevitably result in 
requiring the firstborn of every family to 
leave their home for public service.

7th aliya (4:1-20) Take from 
Kehat, all men from the age of 
30 to 50 to do their work of the 

holy of holies. But since Kehat was to carry 
the vessels of the Mishkan, Aharon and his 
sons covered each vessel, to prevent Kehat 
from touching them. The Aron was covered 
by: the Parochet (curtain), then leather, 
then techelet covering. The Shulchan: tech-
elet, then the extra utensils, then red, then 
the tachash skin. Menorah: techelet, then 
tachash. Incense altar: techelet, then 
tachash. Outer altar: purple, then tachash. 
In this way, calamity will not befall Kehat 

in transporting the holy things.
There are 3 different age surveys. The 

tribes are surveyed to count all males above 
20. For army service. The Leviim were sur-
veyed to count all males above 1 month. For 
they assume Levi status pretty much from 
birth. And here, the Leviim who will actu-
ally do public service are those from age 
30-50. Though their service in our parsha 
is to transport the Mishkan, their service 
in the Temple will be as musicians. Later 
the Torah will say the Leviim begin pub-
lic service at age 25. The Talmud resolves 
this: it takes 5 years of training, from 25-30. 
Then they can play the music in the Tem-
ple or sing. 5 years of musical training; the 
music of the Temple must have been quite 
sophisticated. 

HAFTORAH BAMIDBAR 
HOSHEA 2:1-22

The background and deeper mean-
ing regarding this week’s haftorah can 
be found in the Talmud (Pesachim 87a): 
When God conveys to Hoshea the serious-
ness of the sins of Israel the prophet makes 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

כל פקודי הלויים....שנים ועשרים אלף (ג:לט)
"And all that were numbered of the Levites…were twenty-two thousand." (3:29)
The great commentator Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman (Ramban) asked a simple question. Why is it that the 

population of the tribe of Levi was the smallest number of all other tribes?
Ramban answers that all other tribes suffered under the oppression in Egypt. Those tribes who endured 

such great pain and suffering, G-d responded by enabling them to become fruitful and multiply at an unnat-
ural accelerated rate. 

However, the tribe of Levi did not experience the difficult working conditions in Egypt, according to the 
Rabbis. Therefore, Levi's birth rate continued only at the natural pace. At the time of the people's counting 
in this Parsha, their numbers were a bare minimum compared to the other tribes. 

As Yom Yerushalayim approaches, we can appreciate this message. Only through the great toil and harsh 
sacrifices we made did we merit the grand miracle of reuniting Yerushalayim in an almost supernatural 
historical event. Shabbat Shalom and Yom Yerushalayim Sameach
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None of Taryag in Bamidbar - it is the largest of the 17 
sedras without mitzvot

MITZVOT

STATS

34th sedra of 54; first of 10 in Bamidbar 
Written on 263 lines, ranks 3rd
 30 parshiyot; 23 open, 7 closed, 4th 
159 p'sukim - rank 3 (3rd in Bamidbar) 
1823 words - rank 13 (4th in Bamidbar)
7393 letters - rank 9 (3rd in Bamidbar) 

the suggestion that perhaps God should 
exchange these sinful people with a nation 
that will show true allegiance and loyalty.

Hoshea realizes that he had transgressed 
by speaking evil of the Jewish people. He 
then offers blessing to the nation likening 
them to the uncountable sand of the sea.

It is at this point that we note the con-
nection of our haftorah to the sidra of 
Bamidbar. Both speak of the numbers that 
make up the nation and the blessing of 
growth and her purpose and presence in 
this world.

Hoshea does go further, however, and 
warns the people that if they act like a 
harlot and are disloyal to the Holy One, 
they will be severely punished. The hafto-
rah ends with the soaring words of love 
and commitment that God shares with 
his beloved people: “I shall marry you to 
Me forever; I shall marry you to Me with 
righteousness, and with justice, and with 
kindness, and with mercy.” 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

You Too Can 
Be a Levite

The world is indeed a stage, and we all 
play many roles in our lives. Some of these 
roles are assigned to us, leaving us with 
little choice but to fill them. Other roles, 
however, are freely chosen.

For example, we are all born as children 
to parents. As such, we have ethical and 
religious responsibilities towards them. 
We are in the roles of children, often for 
much of our lives, whether we like that 
role or not.

On the other hand, there are other roles 
which we seek out intentionally, and often 
with great effort. For example, our pro-
fessional roles as doctors or lawyers or 
teachers are roles which we chose freely 
and which we work towards diligently.

Sociologists thus distinguish between 
ascribed roles and achieved roles. The 

former are those assigned to us by soci-
ety or circumstance.  The latter are the 
ones we choose, and for which we hope to 
qualify.

In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat 
Bamidbar, we read of the roles ascribed to 
the Levite. Persons born to the tribe of Levi 
were assigned certain privileges and cer-
tain responsibilities at birth. There were 
no special qualifications to be met and no 
titles or certificates to be earned.

One who was not born into the tribe of 
Levi could not attain any of those privi-
leges no matter how hard he tried. Nor 
could he assume the responsibilities of the 
Levite even if he sought to do so with com-
mitment and fervor.

The Torah outlines the special duties of 
the Levites at length and in great detail in 
this week’s parsha, Numbers chapters 3 
and 4. Later on in the Book of Numbers, 
particularly in chapter 18, we read of the 
benefits due to them. 

The twelve other tribes of Israel are not 
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neglected in this week’s Torah portion. 
Quite the contrary; they are listed, and 
their stations in the wilderness encamp-
ment and march are delineated very 
specifically.

But the roles of the tens of thousands of 
members of these tribes are not specified 
at all. It is almost as if the Torah was tell-
ing us that, unlike the Levites, they had 
no ascribed roles, but were to pursue and 
achieve roles according to their individ-
ual motivations, ambitions, and personal 
predilections.

Thus, the community of Israelites in the 
wilderness was one in which one tribe 
had predetermined tasks which it did not 
choose and could not shirk, whereas the 
great majority of people had great freedom 
of choice as to which roles in life to choose.

This situation continued for many cen-
turies, at least until the destruction of the 
second Temple. Even today, specialized 
roles for the descendents of Levi persist, 
albeit in a reduced and limited way.

Maimonides (the Rambam), however, 
offers an entirely different vision of the 
matter. He offers us an innovative idea 
which opens up the ascribed and prede-
termined roles of the Levite to everyone.

In his masterwork Mishneh Torah 
(Hilchot Shemita v’Yovel chapter 13), Mai-
monides describes the lot of the Levite in 
rich and graphic detail. He stresses that 
although the Levites had no equal portion 
in the land of Israel, they did have their 
own towns and villages there. He even 
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offers his personal opinion that should the 
Jewish people come to possess land outside 
the perimeters of biblical Israel, the Levites 
will share equally in those lands.

He explains to us that the Levite is 
ascribed a limited social and economic 
role in order that he be freed to assume 
a greater spiritual role. It is incumbent 
upon him to serve God in the Temple ser-
vice and to teach God’s laws to the greater 
community.

Maimonides then makes an original, 
dramatic, and often quoted statement 
which challenges the entire distinction of 
ascribed versus achieved roles. He writes, 
“It is not only the tribe of Levi, but rather 
every individual in the entire world, who, 
if the spirit moves him to have achieved 
understanding, and who wishes to sep-
arate himself from others and to stand 
before God and worship Him, to shed from 
his neck the yoke of everyday concerns, 
and to become imbued with extreme 

sanctity so that God becomes his lot and 
inheritance forever and ever.”

Maimonides, as it were, opens up the 
closed society of the Levites. He offers a 
vision, and notes that it is a vision for all 
humanity, of the possibility to transcend 
the limits defined in this week’s Torah 
portion. He suggests that each of us can 
potentially become a Levite, even if we are 
born to parents of other tribes.

What is, strictly speaking, an ascribed 
role becomes for Maimonides a role which 
can be achieved by anyone. This is a dras-
tic, almost revolutionary, statement.

But it is one which challenges every one 
of us and offers each of us an opportunity. 
It is not only the biblical Levite who can 
attain closeness to God and spiritual sub-
limity. We all can.

But to do so, we need the motivation to 
assume greater responsibility, to suffer sol-
itude, to be absolutely just and righteous, 
to teach others who might not wish to be 
taught. Then we all can achieve the bene-
fits which were the due of the ancient tribe 
of Levi.

We can then each say, as Maimonides 
concludes, quoting King David in Psalms, 
“God, You are my portion and cup.

You uphold my destiny!” 

Aliya LaKever on the 6th Yahrzeit of
Rabbi Yaakov Yechiel 

Mechel (Mel) Heftler zt"l

will take place b'ezrat Hashem on 
Tuesday, Rosh Chodesh Sivan (May 31) 
at 9:30am in Eretz Hachayim Cemetery, 

Beit Shemesh Gush 1, Chelka 7
Transportation from Beit Tovei Ha'ir 

(Malchei Yisrael 36) at 8:25am promptly
Following the Aliya laKever  -  

Siyum & light dairy meal at the home of 
the Ovadia Family. Rechov Hashalosh 4/34 

(7th floor) Beit Shemesh
Kindly Register by Thursday, May 26

 at: 02-6414684, 050-2192535 
The family

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Musrara - 5.5 rooms, 3 bathrooms,  130m duplex, 
35m garden, private entrance, full of charm, 
Chulada Hanevia St. 4.27m shekel
Great Investment! 2 rooms under construction in 
a prime location, Shabbat elevator & Mirpeset, 
Only 1.67m shekel
For Rent- Alfasi street in Rechavia, 4 rooms, 
95m, beautifully renovated & furnished, private 
entrance, ground floor. 11,000NIS
Azza street in Rechavia, 3 rooms,  75m, great for 
young family or students, 2 floors up, 6,200NIS
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Property owners? 

 

 

 
Mevo Hamatmid 16, City Center  

2 room apt, 44 sqm, parking. Serviced 
building (pool, spa, gym, 24/7 security).  

10 min walk to Old City. Shabbat elevator, 
handicapped accessible. NIS 2,100,000 

Orna Even 054-6216069 
 

 
 

 

 
Bar Kochva , French Hill 

 Amazing views. 5-room apt. 2 ensuites, 
rental unit, handicap access, 2 sukkah 
balconies, shabbat elevator, storage,  

 2 parking spots. NIS 2,850,000  
Nelly 052-476-4356  

 Rivka 8, Baka 
3 room apt (2 bedroom) + studio with 

separate entrance, 110 sqm. Natural light, 
high ceilings, Succah balcony, private 

parking! NIS 4,100,000 
Rachel Gluck 052-478-9193 

 

 
Kaf Tet Be'November- Old Katamon 

Luxurious new development in amazing 
location. Variety of apartments from 3 rms 

to penthouses, great views, High end 
finishes, Shabbat Elevators, Parking. 

Ariyel- 054-5777509 

 

 

  Yitshak Masliyanski, Ramot 
Beautiful 2 story house , 4 rooms including 
en-suite, 3 bathrooms , 2 balconies, private 

parking, Additional rental unit 40 sqm, 
registered in Tabu NIS 3,800,000 

Israela 052-577-4853 

 

 

 
Mate' Yehuda Villa 

Amazing private garden home in Moshav. 
225 sqm on aprx 2.5 dunam Authentic arab 

style- Original stone walls, Arches. 
Handicapped accessible. NIS 9,500,000 

Nelly 052-4764356 

 
Yehuda Street , Baka 

Magnificent Old Arab Garden home, 4 mt 
ceilings, arches, 4 rms (120 sqm ), private 

garden in Tabu ( 300 sqm) + 60 sqm rights , 
Private parking NIS 9,500,000 NIS  

Alyssa 054-668-4111 Gila 052-603-5350 

 Rachel Imanu 22, Old Katamon  
Amazing Historic Old Arab property in the 

heart of Old Katamon 4 rooms, arched 
windows, 20 sqm sukkah balcony,1st  floor 

,elevator , parking  + storage  
Alyssa 054-668-4111 Gila 052-693-5350 

 

Farbstein 14, Kiryat Moshe 
Beautiful Penthouse 7 rms, 153 sqm, 

Divided into 3 units, 5 balconies (30 sqm) 
Great view, storage room, garden, roof 

Great location. NIS 6,000,000  
Amir Shemesh 058-400-6333 

 
 
 
 
 

The Jerusalem property market is at an all-time high. 
Do you want to know how much your property is worth? 
Contact us now for a FREE PROPERTY VALUATION 

 The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one click away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  
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Law as Love
One of the most amusing scenes in 

Anglo-Jewish history occurred on 14 Octo-
ber 1663. A mere seven years had passed 
since Oliver Cromwell had found no legal 
bar to Jews living in England (hence the 
so-called “return” of 1656). A small syn-
agogue was opened in Creechurch Lane 
in the City of London, forerunner of Bevis 
Marks (1701), the oldest still-extant place of 
Jewish worship in Britain.

The famous diarist Samuel Pepys decided 
to pay a visit to this new curiosity, to see how 
Jews conducted themselves at prayer. What 
he saw amazed and scandalised him. As 
chance or providence had it, the day of his 
visit turned out to be Simchat Torah. This is 
how he described what he saw:

And anon their Laws that they take out of 
the press [i.e., the Ark] are carried by sev-
eral men, four or five several burthens in 
all, and they do relieve one another; and 

whether it is that everyone desires to have 
the carrying of it, I cannot tell, thus they car-
ried it round about the room while such a 
service is singing … But, Lord! to see the dis-
order, laughing, sporting, and no attention, 
but confusion in all their service, more like 
brutes than people knowing the true God, 
would make a man forswear ever seeing 
them more and indeed I never did see so 
much, or could have imagined there had 
been any religion in the whole world so 
absurdly performed as this.

The Diary of Samuel Pepys, entry for 14 
October 1663, ed. Richard Le Gallienne 
(New York: Modern Library Classics, 2003), 
p. 106.

This was not the kind of behaviour that 
Pepys was used to in a house of worship.

There is something unique about the 
relationship of Jews to the Torah, the way 
we stand in its presence as if it were a king, 
dance with it as if it were a bride, listen to 
it telling our story, and study it, as we say 
in our prayers, as “our life and the length 
of our days.” There are few more poignant 
lines of prayer than the one contained in a 

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to
Hadassah & Steve Jacob and family  
on the marriage of their grandson
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poem said at Neilah, at the end of Yom Kip-
pur: Ein shiyur rak haTorah hazot - “Nothing 
remains,” after the destruction of the Tem-
ple and the loss of the land, “but this Torah.” 
A book, a scroll, was all that stood between 
Jews and despair.

What non-Jews (and sometimes Jews) fail 
to appreciate is how, in Judaism, Torah rep-
resents law as love, and love as law. Torah 
is not just “revealed legislation”.1 It rep-
resents God’s faith in our ancestors that He 
entrusted them with the creation of a society 
that would become a home for His Presence 
and an example to the world.

One of the keys as to how this worked is 
contained in the parsha of Bamidbar, always 
read before Shavuot, the commemoration of 
the Giving of the Torah. This reminds us how 
central is the idea of wilderness – the desert, 
no man’s land – is to Judaism. It is midbar, 
wilderness, that gives our parsha and the 
book as a whole its name. It was in the des-
ert that the Israelites made a covenant with 
God and received the Torah, their constitu-
tion as a nation under the sovereignty of 
God. It is the desert that provides the setting 
for four of the five books of the Torah, and 
it was there that the Israelites experienced 
their most intimate contact with God, who 
sent them water from a rock, manna from 
heaven and surrounded them with Clouds 
of Glory.

What story is being told here? The Torah 
is telling us three fundamentals to Jewish 

1  As Moses Mendelssohn described it in 
Jerusalem, or, On Religious Power and Juda-
ism, trans. Allan Arkush (Hanover, NH: 
University Press of New England, 1983), pp. 
89–90, pp. 126–28.
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

 

 

 
 

www.angelrealty.co.il 
  

For Sale in Jerusalem, Ramot B, 
Amazing cottage with stunning 
view, 8.5 rooms, great location. 
5,500,000 NIS 

 
 

For Rent in Zayit, Efrat 
Beautiful house, 8 rooms. 300m. 
Move in date 1/8/22. 15,900 NIS 
Contact Gabi for more information 
0524588716 

  

  
Gabi- 0524588716  
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identity. First is the unique phenomenon 
that, in Judaism, the law preceded the 
land. For every other nation in history the 
reverse was the case. First came the land, 
then human settlements, first in small 
groups, then in villages, towns and cities. 
Then came forms of order and governance 
and a legal system: first the land, then the 
law.

The fact that in Judaism the Torah was 
given bemidbar, in the desert, before they 
had even entered the land, meant that 
uniquely Jews and Judaism were able to 
survive, their identity intact, even in exile. 
Because the law came before the land, even 
when Jews lost the land they still had the 
law. This meant that, even in exile, Jews 
were still a nation. God remained their 
sovereign. The covenant was still in place. 
Even without a geography, they had an 
ongoing history. Even before they entered 
the land, Jews had been given the ability to 
survive outside the land.

Second, there is a tantalising connection 
between midbar, ‘wilderness,’ and davar, 
‘word.’ Where other nations found the gods 
in nature – the rain, the earth, fertility, and 
the seasons of the agricultural year – Jews 
discovered God in transcendence, beyond 
nature, a God who could not be seen but 
rather heard. In the desert, there is no 
nature. Instead there is emptiness and 
silence, a silence in which one can hear 
the unearthly voice of the One-beyond-the-
world. As Edmond Jabès put it: “The word 

cannot dwell except in the silence of other 
words. To speak is, accordingly, to lean on 
a metaphor of the desert.”2 

The German-American political scien-
tist Eric Voegelin saw this as fundamental 
to the completely new form of spirituality 
born in the experience of the Israelites:

When we undertake the exodus and wan-
der into the world, in order to found a new 
society elsewhere, we discover the world 
as the Desert. The flight leads nowhere, 
until we stop in order to find our bearings 
beyond the world. When the world has 
become Desert, man is at last in the soli-
tude in which he can hear thunderingly 
the voice of the spirit that with its urgent 
whispering has already driven and rescued 
him from Sheol [the domain of death]. In 
the Desert God spoke to the leader and his 
tribes; in the desert, by listening to the voice, 
by accepting its offer, and by submitting to 
its command, they had at last reached life 
and became the people chosen by God.3 

In the silence of the desert Israel became 
the people for whom the primary religious 
experience was not seeing but listening and 
hearing: Shema Yisrael. The God of Israel 
revealed Himself in speech. Judaism is a 
religion of holy words, in which the most 
sacred object is a book, a scroll, a text.

Third, and most remarkable, is the 
interpretation the prophets gave to those 
formative years in which the Israelites, hav-
ing left Egypt and not yet entered the land, 
were alone with God. Hosea, predicting a 

2  Edmond Jabès, Du Desert au Libre, Paris, 
Pierre Belford, 1980, p. 101.
3  Eric Voegelin, Israel and Revelation, Lou-
isiana State University Press, 1956, p. 153.

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to  
Esther & Moshe Davis and family  

on the birth of a grandson
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second exodus, says in God’s name regard-
ing the Israelites:

I will lead her into the wilderness and 
speak tenderly to her . . . 
There she will respond as in the days of 
her youth, 
As in the day she came out of Egypt.

Hos. 2:14-15
Jeremiah says in God’s name: 
“I remember the devotion of your youth, 

how as a bride you loved Me and followed 
Me through the wilderness, through a land 
not sown.” 

Jer. 2:2
Shir HaShirim, The Song of Songs, con-

tains the line, “Who is this coming up from 
the wilderness leaning on her beloved?” 
(Shir HaShirim 8:5)

Common to each of these texts is the idea 
of the desert as a honeymoon in which God 
and the people, imagined as bridegroom 
and bride, were alone together, consum-
mating their union in love. To be sure, in 
the Torah itself we see the Israelites as a 
recalcitrant, obstinate people complaining 
and rebelling against God. Yet the Proph-
ets in retrospect saw things differently. 
The wilderness was a kind of yichud, an 
alone-togetherness, in which the people 
and God bonded in love.

Most instructive in this context is the 
work of anthropologist Arnold Van Gennep 
who focused attention on the importance 
of rites of passage.4 Societies develop ritu-
als to mark the transition from one state 
to the next – from childhood to adulthood, 
for example, or from being single to being 

4  Arnold Van Gennep, The Rites of Passage 
(Chicago: University of Chicago) 1960.

054-723-3863  
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Amazing stand alone homes in OLD KATAMON, 
TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY. 

Call for more info

Large beautiful property available in YEMIN 
MOSHE. Call for details.

New penthouse OLD KATAMON. Underground 
parking and storage. 240 sqm on one floor. 
Large terrace & Shabbat elevator. 11,000 NIS

Luxury 5 room fully furnished RENTAL. 140 sqm 
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with private elevator, 
private parking and roof 
top terrace. High ceilings 
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Eta: 054-723-3863  ·  Rachel: 052-546-6425 
etamorrisrealty.co.il 
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married – and they involve three stages. 
The first is separation, a symbolic break 
with the past. The last is incorporation, 
re-entering society with a new identity. 
Between the two comes the crucial stage of 
transition when, having cast off one identity 
but not yet donned another, you are remade, 
reborn, refashioned.

Van Gennep used the term liminal, from 
the Latin word for “threshold,” to describe 
this transitional state when you are in a kind 
of no-man’s-land between the old and the 
new. That is what the wilderness signifies 
for Israel: liminal space between slavery and 
freedom, past and future, exile and return, 
Egypt and the Promised Land. The desert 
was the space that made transition and 
transformation possible. There, in no-man’s-
land, the Israelites, alone with God and with 
one another, could cast off one identity and 
assume another. There they could be reborn, 
no longer slaves to Pharaoh, instead servants 
of God, summoned to become “a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.” (Ex. 19:6)

Seeing the wilderness as the space-be-
tween helps us to see the connection 
between the Israelites in the days of Moses 
and the ancestor whose name they bore. 
For it was Jacob among the patriarchs who 
had his most intense experiences of God in 
liminal space, between the place he was leav-
ing and the one he was travelling to, alone 
and at night. It was there, fleeing from his 
brother Esau but not yet arrived at the house 
of Laban, that he saw a vision of a ladder 

Real Life Rescues 
United Hatzalah Volunteer EMT Moshe Erblich was 

riding his ambucycle on highway 20 near Herzliya when 
he got caught in traffic. 200 yards up the road, Moshe 
saw a motorcycle lying on its side and a car with heavy 
damage to its rear. As he hadn’t received an alert about 
the accident – Moshe called United Hatzalah's dispatch 
and alerted them to the incident while requesting 
backup. 

Moshe flicked on his lights and sirens to alert other 
drivers that he was on his way to assist. He then sped 
to the scene on the shoulder of the highway. When he 
arrived, a few seconds later, he saw other motorists 
had exited their vehicles and had gathered around the 
rider of the motorcycle, who was lying on the ground 
in significant pain. Moshe asked them to move aside 
and began treating the patient. He asked the driver 
what hurt and took out bandages from his medical kit. 
Moments later, three more volunteer EMTs arrived, 
also on ambucycles to assist. 

The motorcyclist had suffered serious injuries to his 
lower limbs and was bleeding from facial wounds. 
According to witnesses, the car in front of the 
motorcyclist made an emergency stop and applied 
the brakes very suddenly, leaving the unfortunate 
motorcyclist with no chance of stopping in time. He 
crashed into the rear of the vehicle at high speed and 
the force of the collision sent him flying onto and over 
the front of the car.

The patient had his wounds dressed and a neck brace 
applied to prevent any possible further spinal cord 
or neck injury . Ten minutes later, a local ambulance 
arrived to transport the motorcyclist to the hospital for 
further care. 

"I'm very happy that I was able to assist the 
motorcyclist as quickly as I did to prevent further blood 
loss or aggravated injury," said Moshe. "This is another 
example of United Hatzalah's network of volunteers 
working by having 
EMS personnel 
spread throughout 
the country so that 
the fastest medical 
response and expert 
care can be given to 
those suffering from a 
medical emergency."

1221

Happy Birthday 
Alter Yitzchak Yechiel Alexander Issac Fuchs

Hope it’s the best year so far and that the Yankees 
win the world series. Thank you for giving me my 

bro shlo and for finding me a bed.
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

stretching from earth to heaven with angels 
ascending and descending, and there on his 
return that he fought with a stranger from 
night until dawn and was given the name 
Israel. 

These episodes can now be seen to be pre-
figurations of what would later happen to his 
descendants (ma’aseh avot siman levanim, 
“the acts of the fathers are a sign of what 
would later happen to the children”).5 

The desert thus became the birthplace 
of a wholly new relationship between God 
and humankind, a relationship built on cov-
enant, speech, and love as concretised in 
the Torah. Distant from the great centres of 
civilisation, a people found themselves alone 
with God and there consummated a bond 
that neither exile nor tragedy could break. 
That is the moral truth at the beating heart of 
our faith: that it is not power or politics that 
link us to God, but love.

Joy in the celebration of that love led King 
David to “leap and dance” when the Ark 
was brought into Jerusalem, earning the dis-
approval of King Saul’s daughter Michal (2 
Sam. 6:16), and many centuries later led the 
Anglo-Jews of Creechurch Lane to dance on 
Simchat Torah, to the disapproval of Samuel 
Pepys. When love defeats dignity, faith is 
alive and well. 

5  See Ramban’s commentary on Gen. 12:6.
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades
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Upon analyzing this week’s haftarah, 
a nevuah found in the second 
perek of Sefer Hoshea, we would 

find ourselves somewhat limited in under-
standing the complete message of the navi if 
we fail to take a look back to the prior chapter. 
It is there where Hashem tells the prophet to 
take a wayward woman as his wife (symbolic 
of the nation that was wayward in their faith-
fulness to G-d), and to give his future children 
names that would reflect the punishments 
that await Israel. In the final pasuk before 
the opening of our haftarah, Hashem tells 
Hoshea to name his youngest son “Lo Ami” 
– “NOT My nation” - an expression of G-d’s 
abandonment of His people.

And yet, then, immediately following these 
most troublesome prophecies, Hoshea starts 
our haftarah reading with the words: “The 
number of Israel will be as the sand of the 
sea that cannot be measured nor counted, 
and, instead of being said of them “You are 
NOT My nation”, it will be said of them “They 
ARE the children of the living G-d.” It would 
appear that this new chapter does not begin a 
new nevuah but is a continuation of the first 
perek! Hoshea seems to be telling the people 
that the terrible prophecy of Hashem’s aban-
donment of Israel of which he spoke, is but a 
temporary one.

How beautifully does Rav S.R. Hirsch 
translate the haftarah’s opening words (the 
obvious connection to the “number” of Isra-
elites counted in the parasha) as “HOWEVER, 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

the number of Israel will become (as import-
ant) as the sand…”.and, by doing so, he 
clearly explains how the haftarah is meant 
to “soften” the harsh prophecy found in the 
first chapter and to give hope for the future 
to the people. 

But, if so, we would find the message that 
follows especially difficult. Clearly, Hoshea 
is returning to the original theme of Israel 
being a wayward “wife” to Hashem, and, as 
a result, would suffer fitting punishments 
for their faithlessness.  “Argue with your 
‘mother’, G-d says, “I will have no compas-
sion for her children”, adding, “I will cancel 
her joy, her festivals….and lay waste to her 
vines and vineyards…” – are these the words 
of comfort, words meant to soften the harsh 
prophecy or give the nation hope as Rav 
Hirsch contends?? Certainly not! 

However, the final verses of our haftarah 
are indeed comforting, as they promise 
G-d’s return to His people and that, upon His 
return to His “wife”/nation, they will refer to 
Him “husband”. The description of Israel’s 
relationship with G-d being one of a wife to 
her husband is purposely continued through 
the psukim of punishment as well to under-
score that, as upset the “Husband” might be 
with his “wife”, He could never abandon her.

That message is driven home in the very 
last verses of the haftarah, words that men 
recite upon winding the tefillin straps around 
the fingers- a betrothal “ring” in a sense: “And 
I will betroth you unto Me forever…”

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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As a final note, I feel compelled to share 
with you the words of HaRav Soloveitchik 
commenting on this closing message:

“Marriage is not merely a civil institution 
pertaining to property and pleasure by two 
individuals starved for love and a convenient 
life….It is rather a covenantal community 
which is nurtured by the awareness of abso-
lute belonging to each other. Married life is 
an existence in fellowship, togetherness. In it, 
a person finds completeness and existential 
fulfillment.

Today, as we stand one day before the 
celebration of Yom Yerushalayim, we find 
ourselves, once again, in a difficult situa-
tion. As demonstrations and protests spread 
around the world against Israel’s ‘audacity” 
of allowing Jews to visit (but not pray at) the 
Temple site, as a movement established by 
those who deny all “non-believers’ freedom 
of worship, devotes its efforts to spreading 
misinformation and falsehoods about our 
Holy site and G-d’s Holy nation, we might 
wonder if our “marriage” to the Holy One 
has, G-d forbid, returned to the time of 
Hoshea, weakened, unfaithful and deserving 
of punishment. 

The Rav’s approach to the message of Amos 
reminds us that, even during this difficult 
time, Hashem remains committed to His 
faithful “wife” and will stand by their side! 
As Rav Soloveitchik declares: 

Marriage….distinguishes itself by a deep 
sense of loyalty and faith…..And when the 
prophet Hoshea portrays the eternal bond 
between G-d and Israel in (these) glowing 
ecstatic words, he exclaims that Israel is sim-
ilarly betrothed to G-d in faith.”

And no more need be said!
Yom Yerushalayim Same’ach! 

Ready to go in 10 seconds.  
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For more information, visit our website at: 
movinglife.co.il/shabat 

For a FREE DEMO Call
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The SHABBATTO mobility scooter 
offers a “Mehudar” Shabbat 

mechanism that is pre-installed and 
does not require expensive fitting.

The only mobility scooter 
without Gramma!

Authorized by STAR-K (US) and ZOMET (IL)
The Shabbat mechanism should be used only for/ 
by individuals that have difficulty walking. A local 

orthodox Rabbi should be consulted to determine 
whether an individual meets this standard.  

Contact Star-K/ Zomet for halachic guidelines.
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Internalizing 
Torah Values

Three times in Sefer Bamidbar Bnei Yis-
rael are counted. In fact, the name of the 
sefer is translated as “numbers” due to these 
censuses. Typically, the men were counted 
from the age of twenty, worthy of being 
drafted into the army. The tribe of Levi, 
however, were counted from the age of 30 
days. Rashi points out that from the age of 
thirty days one has a “chezkat chayim” and 
as such they are considered potential future 
laborers in the mishkan.  

Shevet Levi may be used to being counted 
at a young age. We are told at the begin-
ning of Sefer Shemot that 70 individuals 
descended to Egypt, yet only 69 people are 
identified. Chazal resolves the mystery 
by stating that Yocheved, a descendent of 
Levi, was born as they entered the gates of 
Egypt. Here too an infant was included in 
the calculation. 

When asked to count the children of the 
tribe of Levi, the Torah tells us:

ה ֻצוָּֽ ֖ר  ֲאשֶׁ כַּֽ ה'  ֣י  ַעל־פִּ ֖ה  משֶׁ אָֹת֛ם  ְפקֹ֥ד  ַויִּ  - Moshe 
counted   them according to God’s word, 
just as he was commanded. (Bamidbar 3:16).  

Rashi is troubled by the insertion of the 
phrase according to God’s word, which 
seems superfluous, given that the following 
phrase illustrates that he acted as “he was 

commanded”. Rashi explains that Moshe 
was troubled by a practical complication.  
How could he enter the tents of the tribe of 
Levi to count the infants? He was concerned 
with potentially intruding while a mother 
was nursing her child. Hashem told Moshe 
to do his part and God will do the rest. What 
transpired was that Moshe would stand 
by the doorway of a tent and the shechina 
would inform Moshe of the number of males 
above the age of 30 days in each tent.  

The Eish Tamid raises an intriguing ques-
tion. If Moshe was commanded to count the 
tribe of Levi, why did he hesitate? Moshe 
should have immediately fulfilled Hashem’s 
command! There is a significant message to 
derive from Moshe’s behavior.  

Moshe acted with derech eretz. He has 
embedded in him the characteristic of 
respecting others and their privacy. Moshe 
conditioned himself to be an oved Hashem, 
to act in a way that reflects “ratzon Hashem” 
and to always conduct himself in a tzanua 
and modest manner. This command to 
count the infants seemed to contradict the 
Torah values with which he was imbued.   
He therefore asked Hashem for assistance 
with resolving this dilemma. 

A story is told about Rav Moshe Feinstein 
that illustrates how one’s devotion to Torah 
and mitzvot prevent them from acting in 
a seemingly contradictory fashion. Rav 
Moshe was once at a wedding and before 
the chuppa there was a minyan for mincha.  



OU ISRAEL CENTER         25

After Rav Moshe completed his shemona 
esrei the chazan waited for Rav Moshe to 
take three steps backwards before beginning 
chazarat Hashatz. There was an individual 
that was still davening behind Rav Moshe 
and so he refrained from taking three steps 
backwards, in accordance with the halacha, 
to avoid distracting that individual’s con-
centration. He did not take steps sideways, 
or diagonally, but rather waited patiently 
in his place until the individual behind him 
completed his tefilla.   Afterwards people 
asked Rav Moshe why he did not just take 
three small steps back rather than wait in 
his place. Rav Moshe responded- how could 
I have taken three steps backwards, it was 
like there was a brick wall behind me! In 
other words, if halacha forbids a certain 
movement, there is no way Rav Moshe could 
comprehend acting in a way that may be 
perceived as violating such a restriction.  

Moshe Rabbeinu could not fathom infring-
ing on one’s privacy. Such conduct was not 
becoming of a ben Torah and so he needed 
guidance from Hashem as to how he would 
be able to accomplish the task at hand. May 
we emulate Moshe’s behavior, always inter-
nalizing the Torah’s precepts so they guide 
our every act and result in our constant por-
trayal of a kiddush Hashem! 

Grow Old With Me -  
The Best Is Yet to Be! 

Looking for that special man 57-72  
to spend my life with. Torah Centered, 
but also Secular. Kind, Giving, Healthy, 

Financially Independent, Good Character. 
I am a Real Person, Considered Highly 

Attractive and Accomplished! 
What You See is What You Get!  

Respond to findingmatch18@gmail.com

On the exquisite Elcharizi St., Rechavia, new project, new 
280m penthouse, 100m terraces, finishes and layout according 
to buyer requests!  DEBORAH-054-4804767
FOR RENT- In Baka, unique new penthouse 200m, boutique 
2 family building, private elevator, 5 rooms, high ceilings, 
modern & beautiful views, succah terraces  
MAYA- 054-6650184
For Serious clients only! In the Orient Hotel, unique 280m 
apartment on one level with large succah terrace, top standard, 
all furnished, 7 rooms, all facilities of the hotel, pool, spa 
DEBORAH-054-4804767
Private house on private plot for sale in the best street 
in Rechavia! 750m plot, house built of 350m with additional 
building rights!! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of Old Katamon, Unique Garden apartment 
of 250m on one level + 700m private garden, authentic 
building, full of charm, high ceilings, wine cellar, very quiet,  
a must! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden apartment 
with private entrance, 250m with private garden, parking, 
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartment building- 
MAYA- 054-6650184
Rechavia, Unique Ben Maimon St. Beautiful Garden 
apartment, 200m on one level, private entrance, high ceilings, 
small authentic building, private landscaped garden,  
private parking DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Best location in Talbieh - magnificent new penthouse 300m 
in an authentic small building, top standard, double height 
ceilings, 7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private roof terrace 
120m, panoramic views, private elevator, private parking- 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Authentic Mansion on a dead-end St., German Colony - 1150m 
plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, additional 
building rights to add 2 more floors- DEBORAH- 054-
4804767
On a small lane of Baka, beautiful 190m penthouse,  
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat 
elevator - MAYA – 054-6650184
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0544-804767

King David St. 26
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LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Encampment 
Elucidation

The Torah recounts an enormous 
amount of detail as it describes Am Yis-
rael’s encampment in the desert. Three 
tribes camped in each of the four direc-
tions, north, south, east and west. Within 
each group, one tribe was designated as 
the leader of that side. Each tribe had its 
own unique flag that reflected their unique 
character. All the tribes surrounded the 
Mishkan, clearly everyone’s focus was the 
service of Hashem.

In a fascinating comment, the Ba’al 
Haturim explains why Yehudah, Reuven, 
Yosef, and Dan were chosen to be the 
leaders of their set. When Yaakov Avinu 
blessed his children, he spoke to these 
four sons directly, addressing them in the 
second person. This reflects the idea that 
each person must see himself as personally 

responsible to fulfill his mission in life. 
The Kuzari compares the Jewish people to 
a symphony wherein each player has his 
instrument and specific notes to play. Some 
instruments are loud, others are soft, some 
play continuously, some every few min-
utes. Each person must focus on his unique 
contribution to the symphony to create the 
exquisite musical masterpiece. 

Each flag had its own symbol and color. 
These flags model a life perspective that we 
can follow. Rav Brazil in Beshvili Nivra Hao-
lam explains that the letters of the word 
tzeva, color, can be rearranged to read 
etzev, sadness or betza, profit. One can look 
at his unique color, his particular strength 
and mission with a sense of sadness and 
ask, “Why was I given something different 
than my friends?” Or he can view his cir-
cumstance with a sense of pride, “Hashem 
gave me exactly what I need to be me, and 
I will utilize it to the fullest!”  

We can keep in mind, notes Rav Hirsch, 
two fundamental ideas. Firstly, we are 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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FOR SALE KATZRIN:  
4 new cottages beside each 

other (great for a few families 
that want to move in together), 
Great location, 5 rooms, 140m 

+100m garden, 2 private parking 
spots, Option to build another 

level.1,995,000NIS each
Simcha Olshin - 0549109920

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030FOR MANY MORE
PROPERTIES:

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES 
RECHAVIA 
Spacious 5 room 160 sqm apt. 4 air exposures! 
50 sqm succah terrace. Very comfortable home!
OLD KATAMON
* In a small building, 125 sqm, private entrance,

3 exposures, Excellent potential, NIS 4,300,000!  
* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm spacious duplex, succah, 

private elevator.
TALBIEH
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, elevator, NIS 2,590,000! 
HAR NOF
* Shlav B- 4 bedrooms, 3 air exposures,

magnicent view! NIS 3,000,000.
* Shlav A- penthouse 144 sqm, 3 air exposures,

80 sqm terrace, magnicent view! NIS 4,300,000.
* Villa - 720 sqm lot, spacious 330 sqm 3 level home.

10+ rooms. Lots of outdoor space!
HAR NOF RENTALS:
* Shlav A - 4 brdms. renovated, succah, NIS 8,000
* Shlav B - Renovated 6 rooms, furnished, view!

each special with our own distinct mission. 
Secondly and simultaneously, we are all 
focused on the one goal of serving Hashem 
and keeping His Torah. This is the imagery 
each tribe conveyed having its own flag, yet 
all encamped equally around the Mishkan.

Interestingly, the placement of the tribes 
only went into effect after the Mishkan was 
built, not when Am Yisrael left Egypt. In 
Emet L’Yaakov, Rav Yaakov Kaminetzky 
explains that the flags highlighted each 
tribe’s singular, original identity. Such a 
focus could easily lead to dissension and 
competition among the tribes. However, 
after building the Mishkan each tribe was 
able to take its position around it and use 
their specialness toward the collective 
focus of serving Hashem. Thus, a para-
digm was established, diversity that leads 
to unity. A unity of purpose and direction.

Parashat Bamidbar is always read 
around the time of Chag haShavuot. The 
Slonimer Rebbe explains that appreciating 
one’s uniqueness and specific contribu-
tion to the Jewish people is a prerequisite 
to receive the Torah each year. Ke’ish 
echad belev echad. None of us is merely 
part of a crowd. We all have equal respon-
sibility to contribute something unique to 
the whole.  
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

The Bottom 
Line

Once, a successful and generous gvir 
named Moshe had lost his fortune and was 
in distress. In debt and facing the wrath of 
the local poritz, Moshe traveled to seek out 
the guidance and blessing of his Rebbe, 
Reb Menachem Mendel of Kosov, zy’a. 
Arriving in Kosov for Shabbos, Moshe was 
pleasantly surprised to meet the great tza-
dik, Reb Uri of Strelisk — Reb Menachem 
Mendel’s brother-in-law. 

Reb Uri, known as the Seraph, or ‘fiery 
angel’ of Strelisk was renown for his ascetic 
holiness, exalted Avodas Hashem, lengthy 
dveykus-filled prayers and disengagement 
from the material world. Moshe, desperate 
for assistance, was thrilled at the opportu-
nity to share his burden with his Rebbe’s 
brother-in-law, the tzadik of Strelisk. 

“Oy, what a tzarah…” said Reb Uri sym-
pathetically. “To do my part, I will have 
kavanah and keep you in mind while this 
morning when I go to mikveh; may the 
zechus of the immersion sweeten all judge-
ments against you.” 

When Moshe’s turn came to greet Rebbe 
Menachem Mendel, he shared the exchange 
he’d had with Reb Uri: “Please go back to my 
righteous shvugger (brother-in-law) and let 
him know that you can’t pay your creditors 
by dipping in the mikveh.” Slightly uncom-
fortable, Moshe followed his Rebbe’s advice. 
Reb Uri furrowed his brow deep in thought 
and replied: “Very well. I understand your 
predicament is serious… I am prepared to 
dedicate the zechus of the mitzvah of tefillin 
toward your salvation.” 

When Rebbe Menachem Mendel heard , 
“Please go back to Reb Uri and tell him that 
despite the great holiness of his avodah, the 
poritz is not interested in his tefillin.”

With no choice but to follow his Rebbe’s 
directive, he returned to Reb Uri and deliv-
ered the message. This time, the Strelisker 
listened with even more intent and reassured 
him. My brother in law is right; your situation 
is grave, indeed. I will undertake a taanis, a 
fast, to break the decree. B’eizer Hashem, the 
collective zechuyos of these three mitzvos 
together will save you.”

This time, Rebbe Menachem Mendel 
approached his brother-in-law in person. 
“My dear shvugger, there is no way to esti-
mate the value and kedushah generated by 
your intentions, prayers and mitzvos! I’m 
sure that Heaven is pleased! Nonetheless, 
there is a time and place for everything in 
this material world. Now is the time for us 
to take action and help him pay off his debts. 

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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REUVEN :  050-5231478
boblouis48@gmail.com

THE MOST
SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION

IN OLD KATAMON

ב״ה

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Now is the time for tzedakah!”
And so, together, the two tzadikim hit the 

road, going door to door until enough money 
was collected to settle all of Moshe’s debts, 
restoring his dignity and wellbeing.

Our sedra discusses the census counting of 
all the firstborn children and the process of 
‘transferring’ their holy status and privilege 
to the Levi’im. The Torah describes a unique 
process in which it was determined that there 
were more firstborn Yisraelim than Levi’im:
ָרֵאל… ִישְׂ ְבֵני  בִּ כֹר  ל־בְּ כָּ ַחת  תַּ ה׳  ֲאִני  ִלי  ְלִויִּם  ֶאת־הַֽ ְוָלַקְחתָּ 

֔ה  ח משֶׁ ֶהם: ַויִּקַּ דּוֵיי ָהֽעְֹדִפים בָּ ֲהרֹן ּוְלָבָניו פְּ ֶסף ְלאַֽ ה ַהכֶּ ְוָנַתתָּ

ה  ן משֶׁ דּוֵיי ַהְלִויִּם… ַויִּתֵּ ְדיוֹם ֵמֵאת ָהעְֹדִפים ַעל פְּ ֶסף ַהפִּ ֵאת כֶּ

ר ִצוָּה ה׳ ֶאת־ ֲאשֶׁ י ה׳ כַּ דִים ְלַאֲהרֹן ּוְלָבָניו ַעל־פִּ ֶסף ַהפְּ ֶאת־כֶּ

ה: משֶׁ

“And you shall take the Leviim for Me — I 
am Hashem — instead of all firstborn among 
the children of Israel… You shall give the 
money to Aharon and his sons, in redemp-
tion for the firstborns who are in excess of 
them. So Moshe took the redemption money 
for those in excess of those redeemed by the 
Leviim… Then Moshe gave the money of 
those redeemed to Aharon and his sons, in 
accordance with the word of Hashem, as God 
had commanded Moshe” (3:41, 48-51)

What, we may ask, does money have to do 
with ‘redeeming’ someone? Furthermore, 
why the emphatic repetition of the phrase 
ַהְּפדִים  kesef ha-p’duyim, “redemption ,ֶּכֶסף 
money”?

To review the backstory: Originally, ele-
ments of the Divine service in the Mishkan 
were performed by firstborn Jews. According 
to the Medrash (Bamidbar Rabba, 4), once the 
firstborn Yisraelim participated in serving 
the Golden Calf, they could no longer serve in 
the Mishkan and they needed to be replaced 
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Every  person  who was not born in Israel 
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate 

his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually! 
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS! 

The NEAMANS

by Leviim, who had not participated in the 
Cheit haEigel. Furthermore, as each firstborn 
Yisrael was replaced by a Levi, the Yisrael 
was “redeemed” from the spiritual burden 
and harsh consequences of the Cheit haEi-
gel. The only issue was that there were more 
firstborn Yisraelim than there were Levite 
replacements; the solution was revealed that 
the “excess” firstborns would be redeemed 
from their former role and spiritual burden, 
by contributing a sum of kesef ha-p’duyim.

Rashi points out that in addition to the 
money used for the process, the leftover Yis-
raelim were redeemed בגופן, “with their very 
selves”. This is perhaps the goal and “bottom 
line” of the monetary exchange.

While the exalted Reb Uri of Strelisk was 
of course correct in his instinct to remain 
above attachment to money and the mate-
rial world, there’s a time for everything. And 
the Baal Shem Tov teaches another perspec-
tive: our possessions are, in a sense, part of 
us, part of our souls. Thus, “One who steals 
from his fellow, it is as if he robbed his soul.” 
One’s money is ‘part of oneself’. By offering 
their money, the Yisraelim were offering 
themselves, and this is what brought them 
redemption.

Rebbe Meir of Apta, the Ohr LaShamayim, 
one the leading students of the Chozeh 
of Lublin, provides another expansive 
interpretation:

“Kesef ha-p’duyim” refers to the yearning 
of Yisrael to come close to Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu; the word kesef comes from kisufin, 
‘yearnings’. 
את  בכך  יקרבו  ית׳,  אליו  להתקרב  ישראל  יכספו  “כאשר 

גאולתם ופדיון נפשם      

By means of their yearning they were pow-
erfully brought close to their redemption, the 
pidyon of their souls.”

Chazal (Avos, 6:11) explain: שברא מה   כל 
-What“ ,הקדוש ברוך הוא בעולמו, לא בראו אלא לכבודו
ever the Holy Blessed One created in His 
world, he created only for His glory.” 
Everything, including money, was created 
for avodas Hashem and K’vod Shamayim. 

Reb Shlomo Carlebach shared an 
anecdote in the name of Reb Yitzchok Men-
achem, the saintly Rebbe of Aleksander 
HY”D, who was martyred by the Nazis:

Someone once challenged the Aleksander 
Rebbe, asking, ‘If everything was created 
for avodas Hashem and K’vod Shamayim, 
for what purpose was atheism created? The 
Rebbe replied, “When a Jew is in need and 
asks us a favor, as maaminim, believers, we 
may think, ‘OK, I’ll pray for him, I’ll bless 
him, and ‘Hashem Ya’azor.’ We may think 
we don’t have to do anything more than 
that, since ‘Hashem will help.’ But this is 
when you have to be an ‘atheist’, and act 
as if there is no God to help him. You have 
to help the person like there’s no one else 
to do it!”

When someone is in need it is a time to act; 
our kisufin, our yearning for the redemption 
of Klal Yisrael demands that we take direct 
action. And the bottom-line action is to give 
of ourselves through giving tzedakah: “Great 
is tzedakah, for it brings the Redemption!” 
(Bava Basra, 10a). 

רפואה שלמה
הרבנית פייגא ציפורה בת הדסה

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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History is in the making. 
Make it YOURS.

This Yom Yerushalayim, donate to the city's 
most vital causes

Visit: jerusalem55.org

Help support:

Tzalash
Tzava L’shem Shamayim
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WE’RE RAISING
$100,000

FOR NCSY ISRAEL
JUNE 7-8, 2022

GENEROUS D ONOR S A R E MATCH ING E VE RY GIFT!

SUPPORT  US AT  

UPREACHING.COM/ISRAEL22

2022

ISRAEL
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DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815
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If The 
haT fITs

IT’s sherlocks!

31 King George
Jerusalem 

02 563-7155 

It’s hot outside.
Wear a hat! 

Mom
    

By Yaacov Peterseil

People ask me why I opened SherlockS, my hat shop. While it’s true –  
I love hats, my immediate reason is far more personal than that.  

Not long ago, Mom’s words about wearing a hat hit home. It 
turns out I had some (about 20) pre-cancerous growths removed 
from my forehead, and a stern warning from my dermatologist that 
echoed Mom’s words: “When you go outside, wear a hat!”. 

It was then I started to do some research about melanomas and 
the sun’s Ultra Violet (UV) rays.  

Whatever your feelings about global warming or the “hole in the 
ozone layer”, the world is experiencing record heat waves. The sun’s 
UV rays are poisoning our skin faster than ever before. And about 90% 
of skin cancers appear on the exposed head, face, or back of the neck.

“The latest report on Melanoma released recently by the Cancer 
Research Registry of the Health Ministry’s Center for Disease Control 
showed that every month an average of 144 new patients with 
Melanoma are diagnosed, and 17 die from it each month.” (J Post). 

Naturally, you need to get the right hat to be fully protected 
from the UV rays of the sun. Here are some helpful (life-saving?) 
suggestions on what to look for when purchasing a hat:

1. The brim of a hat should have an ultraviolet protection 
factor (UPF) of at least 30. That means only 1/30th of the 
sun’s UV radiation can reach your skin.

2. Brims of 2½ - 3 inches, or more, are preferable. Make sure 
the brim covers your nose.

3. Tightly woven Panama straw hats, especially those pro-
duced in Montecristi, Ecuador, offer excellent protection 
against the sun’s UV rays.

4. Darker hats, made out of lightweight polys, also offer 
excellent UV protection.

So that’s my story. I love hats but I find great satisfaction knowing 
that I’m selling something that can change people’s lives (and make 
them look good too). 

All those years of walking around without a hat finally caught up 
with me. Don’t let it catch up to you. Mom was right:

If it’s hot outside – Wear a Hat!

SHERLOCKS
Hats for Men & Women
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This Motzei Shabbat we will cel-
ebrate the 55th anniversary of 
Ichud Yerushalayim-the reunifica-

tion of Jerusalem, the miraculous military 
victory of the 1967 Six Day War. For nine-
teen years, the joy that had permeated the 
Jewish People with the establishment of the 
State of Israel in 1948 was tempered by the 
somber, humbling reality that the city of 
Jerusalem remained divided, the ancient 
city, the Western Wall, and the Temple 
Mount under Jordanian sovereignty. That 
all changed with the dramatic events of 
June 7, 1967.

Shortly after Lt. General Motta Gur’s 
thrilling announcement, ‘Har Habayit B’ya-
deinu, Har Habayit B’yadeinu!’ ‘The Temple 
Mount is in our hands, the Temple Mount 
is in our hands’, the students of the Beit 
Aharon Yeshiva, the yeshiva of the Slonimer 
Chasidim in Meah Shearim,were huddled 
together in the bomb-shelter in the base-
ment of the yeshiva complex, where they 
were addressed by their illustrious Rosh 
Yeshiva, Rabbi Shalom Noach Brazovsky 
zy’a,who years later would succeed his 
father-in law to serve as the Slonimer 
Rebbe.  

Below are a few short excerpts from the 

Rebbe’s inspirational message to the Yeshi-
va’s students on that momentous day:

...We are obligated to recognize and give 
thanks for the miracles that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu has brought upon us during these 
days, miraculous revelations not experienced 
for tens of generations, and it is forbidden to 
ignore these great gifts from Hashem…

 ...Even those removed from our tradition, 
and anyone with a brain in their head, 
must acknowledge that these great events 
cannot be comprehended by the laws of 
nature….

...The return to Jewish control of both 
the Kotel HaMaaravi and the other sacred 
places- Kever Rachel and Maarat HaMach-
pela, in the miraculously swift six-day war, 
leave us in awe of these great miraculous 
events which God has revealed to us, and we 
must give thanks to the Ribono Shel Olam….  

...At this great moment, when God has 
returned to us the place where our Temple 
stood, we must sing praises…..

The Rebbe’s words help us to appreciate 
the significance of this incredible commem-
oration of Yom Yerushalayim. It was evident 
to see the Yad Hashem, the proverbial “hand 
of G-d” in the height of the events, and even 
in the days and months immediately follow-
ing the events of June 7, 1967. 

But today, even as we are still longing for 
the day when indeed we’ll witness the com-
plete ingathering of the Exiles and enter into 
that era of eternal peace, we must not turn 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

YOM YERUSHALAYIM
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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a blind eye to the many incredible gifts that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu bestows upon us each 
and every day. After 2,000 years of exile, 
each of us is free to visit, live, study and pray 
in the ancient city of Yerushalayim.

May the great gift that is Yerushalayim Ir 
HaKodesh, the united eternal capital of the 
Jewish People, ever serve as an inspiration 
for each of us to appreciate all of Hashem’s 
gifts, and help us to see the subtle hidden 
miracles we experience each and every 
day....

Yom Yerushalayim Sameach! 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Wednesday, May 18 - All shiurim were dedicated for a  

speedy recovery for Rachel Leah bat Chaya

Thursday, May 19 - Rabbi Finkelsteins shiur was sponsored לע”נ
ר’ עקיבא דוד בן נחום יוסף ז”ל

Sunday, May 29 - Rabbi Berzon’s shiur is sponsored by  
Henie & David Fialkoff in loving memory of Henie’s mother -  

Sarah bat Asher Antschel a”h

Monday, May 30th (29 Iyar) -  All shiurim today are sponsored 
in loving memory of Mr. Irving Abramowitz - Yitzchak Yosef 

ben Yehoshua Menachem Mendel z”l on his first yahrzeit

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h

Tel/Whats App +972 50 446 9515
toviyah@israel-properties.com

www.israel-properties.com

Jerusalem new Project
Spacious Apartments 3-5 rooms 
some with gardens some with 

Balconies.
3 Rooms from 1,850,000 NIS
4 Rooms from 1,960,000 NIS
5 Rooms from 2,350,000 NIS
Contact us Today to view 
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Yom 
Yerushalayim 
A City of 
Magnets 

Sefer Breishit portrays three vastly differ-
ent visits to Yerushalayim. Avraham first 
encounters this city after intervening in 
a raging world war. Years later, an acqui-
escent Avraham and his son voyage to the 
mountain to execute the Divine command 
and perform the akeidah. Finally, Ya’akov 
flees his murderous brother and experi-
ences his famed nighttime vision upon this 
mountain. Though these three visits are 
dramatically different and undertaken by 
different personalities at different historical 
stages, they bare one common denominator: 
Yerushalayim had never been a predestined 
or prearranged destination; each guest is 
drawn to this mountain by some power-
ful and unexpected force. Upon returning 
from war, Avraham is suddenly embraced 
and hosted by the city’s reigning king- a mys-
terious figure who appears from nowhere. 
Subsequently, for his akeidah mission, 
he travels to an “undetermined moun-
tain” whose identity will only be Divinely 
revealed at some later stage. According to 
the Midrash, Ya’akov actually bypasses the 

mountain, only to be ineluctably drawn 
back. There is something deeply “magne-
tizing” about this city and this mountain. It 
exerts a subliminal and primal lure upon 
the Jewish soul, drawing would-be travelers 
into its precincts. Yerushalayim- our city of 
gold- is also a city of magnets!

Fifty-five years ago we returned to our 
ancient city amidst the euphoria of the six-
day war and its astounding miracles. The 
kinetic force of Yerushalayim was, once 
again, unmistakable and palpable. The six-
day war and the return to Yerushalayim 
instantly generated a rich cultural iconog-
raphy- images, sounds, and personalities 
forever etched upon our collective imagina-
tion. Who can forget the iconic image of the 
“three soldiers”, eyes uplifted at the re-en-
franchised Kotel, a wall which had occupied 
the Jewish imagination for two millennia? 
Naomi Shemer’s soulful song “Yerushalayim 
shel zahav” became an instant symbol of the 
centuries-old wistfulness for this city. Bold 
proclamations such as “The Temple Mount is 
once again under Jewish rule “(Har Habayit 
b’yadeinu in Hebrew) or the radio broadcast 
of Tehillim perek 122 advertising “our feet 
are positioned in the gates of Yerushalayim” 

YOM YERUSHALAYIM
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- each reverberate in our national mem-
ory. The war’s legendary generals – Ariel 
Sharon, Motta Gur and Moshe Dayan-be-
came instant national heroes. Interestingly, 
though the return to Yerushalayim gen-
erated instant “icons”, the Independence 
War did not. There aren’t specific pictures, 
phrases or songs surrounding the 1948 war. 
This is due, in part, to technological advance-
ment as by 1967 cameras and radio were 
more fully developed and better capable 
of popularizing these icons. Additionally, 
the war of 1967 actually climaxed with the 
return to Yerushalayim, whereas the war 
of 1948, which lasted a year and a half into 
1949, felt anti-climactic after the celebrated 
Declaration of Independence. However, 
beyond these practical reasons, it seems as 
if, once again, the perennial magnetism of 
Yerushalayim mesmerized our people, and 
through these icons deeply lodged itself 
within collective Jewish consciousness. 

Indeed, this magnetizing force of Yerusha-
layim wasn’t only sensed in the country of 
Israel. For close to fifty years the Soviet 
regime had denied millions of Jews of their 
heritage, their religion and even of their 
Jewish identity. Suddenly, the electrifying 
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Yerushalayim provided a burst of national 
pride and a surge in Jewish confidence as 
Jewish enclaves across the Western world 
transformed into robust and vibrant Jew-
ish communities – actively involved in all 
aspects of society, culture and politics. This 
“era of Yerushalayim” sparked unprece-
dented religious and Torah growth as well 
as renewed interest in Aliyah and tourism. 
The mysterious spell of this city continues to 
drive Jewish history.

Dovid Hamelech (Tehillim 122) referred 
to Yerushalayim as an “integrator city” (chu-
brah lah yachad). Though there is healthy 
disagreement across the Jewish world 
about a range of issues, including important 
questions surrounding the State of Israel, a 
deep consensus surrounding Yerushalayim 
unifies vastly different communities and 
ideologies. The instinctive draw to our com-
mon “city of magnets” is inalienable and 
eternal. 

Last week's "Geulas Yisrael" article for 
Bechukotai , entitled "A Bittersweet Guaran-
tee" incorrectly identified Chief Rabbi Herzog 
as the person assuring a US audience on the 
eve of the 1967 war, that a third churban 
will not occur. Rabbi Herzog had, in the past 
issued this guarantee. However, as he passed 
in 1959, he obviously wasn't involved in the 
1967 guarantee. That assertion was voiced by 
Rabbi Goren. 

reports of the Jewish return to Yerusha-
layim reinvigorated Jewish identity across 
the boulevards of Moscow and tundras of 
Siberia. The eventual emigration of millions 
of Russian Jews to Israel helped radically 
transform Israel from a fledgling econ-
omy, constantly vulnerable to destabilizing 
hyperinflation, into an economic super-
power and technological epicenter.

As a student during the late 80’s, I recall 
joining my entire yeshiva in Israel for a day-
long “fast” to demonstrate support for an 
unnamed Jewish Soviet dissident languish-
ing in a jail cell. After the conclusion of the 
fast we spoke with him in his Russian jail 
and assured him both of our support and of 
our expectation to one day welcome him to 
Israel. A few weeks later, Yuli Edelstein, the 
current speaker of the Knesset, walked into 
the Gush yeshiva to learn alongside me. The 
magnetism of Yerushalayim, unleashed in 
1967, had drawn him home 20 years later. 
Ultimately, two years afterwards, the Berlin 
wall fell, thus terminating the sixty-nine-year 
Soviet regime. Who would have wagered that 
our fledgling state of Israel would outlast this 
empire built to last centuries. 

However, the magnetism of Yerushalayim 
wasn’t only sensed in Israel or in Russia. 
Prior to 1967, Jews had firmly established 
themselves in Western societies, but lived 
on the social margins of society wielding 
relatively little influence in governance and 
generally suppressing any outward signs 
of Jewish identity or religion. The return to 
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In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.
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Appreciating 
Yom 
Yerushalayim - 
Why A Second 
Holiday?

Hashem has blessed me with the great 
privilege of being able to spend my days 
learning and davening at Yeshivat Hakotel, 
overlooking Har Habayit. I am often asked 
what this feels like. I would like to answer by 
exploring Yom Yerushalayim.  

Having recently celebrated Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, which commemorates the 
miraculous founding, survival, and thriving 
of the State of Israel, many wonder why we 
need a second holiday just three weeks later. 

I believe that there are two answers to this 
question. The first lies in the full apprecia-
tion of the 1967 salvation and the second in 
the full appreciation of the significance of 
Yerushalayim and the Kotel/Har Habayit.  

The 1967 Salvation
Military experts see the 1967 victory as 

possibly the most miraculous one in modern 
history. Through a combination of a number 
of amazing “coincidences” Israel went from 
digging tens of thousands of graves in public 
parks to vanquishing all those threatening 

to exterminate her in a matter of six days. 
It was a “v’nahafoch hu” rivaled only by 
Purim. Thus, Yom Yerushalayim is an oppor-
tunity to thank Hashem for that incredible, 
unprecedented miracle, especially because 
through it, we were finally able to return to 
Yerushalayim. 

Yerushalayim
In 1949, Israel’s Chief Rabbinate recom-

mended reciting Hallel on Yom Ha’atzmaut 
without a berachah mainly because (the Old 
City of) Yerushalayim was not yet included 
in the State of Israel. Throughout our exile, 
Jews davened not just for a return to Israel, 
but “l’shana haba’ah b’Yerushalayim.” They 
yearned not just for our national home, but 
also for the center of our religious identity.

Jews maintained their identity through 
thousands of years, in tens of different 
cultural milieus, because they saw Yerusha-
layim not just as part of an illustrious past, 
but as their immediate future. 

When Natan Sharansky was convicted 
of treason against “Mother Russia,” he was 
asked by the court to sum up his defense.  
Sharansky responded: “I have nothing to say 
to this court, but to the People of Israel and 
to my wife I say: Next year in Jerusalem.”

As opposed to Rome’s Pantheon, which, 
though prayed at in the past, is just a tour-
ist site in the present, Har Habayit and the 
Kotel remain our holy sites that we seek to 
rebuild. Though less holy than Har Habayit, 
the Kotel was never usurped by any other 

YOM YERUSHALAYIM
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religion and remains a pristine remnant of 
the past that we envision in our future.

When we returned to the Kotel and the 
Kotel returned to us in 1967, we knew that 
Hashem was inviting us to begin reinstating 
our relationship with him.  

At that point, once we had “Har Habayis 
b’yadeinu” once again, the Rabbanut sanc-
tioned saying Hallel with a berachah.

What We Yearn For
Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrates our sover-

eignty in our independent Jewish State. Yom 
Yerushalayim complements that by focusing 
on the religious significance of our return 
and future here. 

On Yom Yerushalayim, we reflect on the 
full religious significance of the State of 
Israel — the completion of our teshuvah 
process that will fully repair our relation-
ship with Hashem and will culminate in the 

eventual rebuilding of the Beit Hamikdash.   
This is what learning and davening daily 

opposite the Kotel is all about.  
You begin every morning with a full view 

of Hashem’s benevolence to us and the mir-
acles he performed on our behalf.  

You wake up every morning to the mirac-
ulous return of our people to our past.  

You wake up every morning to the frui-
tion of Jewish history.

On Yom Yerushalayim, we celebrate not 
only Yerushalayim and the Kotel’s return to us 
and our return to it, but also what they sym-
bolize about us as the Jewish People.  When 
celebrating, let’s make sure we reflect not only 
on what Hashem did for us, but, more impor-
tantly and with more relevance for ourselves, 
on how we need to respond by strengthening 
our relationship with Him in order to merit 
the continuation of the geulah process. 



48     TORAH TIDBITS 1469 / BAMIDBAR 5782

MIDEI CHODESH
B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

What’s in a 
Name?

A Yom Yerushalayim Contemplation
What is the origin of the name Yerusha-

layim, Jerusalem? How did the name of 
Judaism’s holiest city come to be?

An intriguing answer is proposed by the 
Midrash… 

The name Yerushalayim, the Rabbis 
claim, traces to two biblical figures who 
intersect briefly in the Torah text, Avra-
ham and Malchi-tzedek.

Malchi-tzedek, who appears in the Torah 
only once, is described in the Torah as “the 
king of Shalem” and as a “priest of God, 
the Most High.” Apparently a righteous 
spiritual leader, Malchi-tzedek lives in 
Avraham’s time, but outside of the Patri-
arch’s immediate orbit and influence.1 
The rabbis identify Shalem, the location 
of Malchi-tzedek’s rule, as the city of 
Yerushalayim. 

Years after his encounter with 

1  The Midrash identifies Malchi-tzedek 
as Shem, the son of Noach. 

Malchi-tzedek, Avraham finds himself on 
the summit of Mount Moriah, following 
Akeidat Yitzchak, the aborted sacrifice of 
Yitzchak. Looking out from the mountain-
top, Avraham declares the name of the site 
to be Hashem Yireh, “HaShem Will See.” 
The rabbis maintain that Mount Moriah 
will ultimately become the Temple Mount, 
again in Yerushalayim. 

God, the rabbis explain, is therefore con-
fronted with a dilemma:

What shall the name of this city be? If I 
call the city Shalem, as did Malchi-tzedek, 
I will slight Avraham. If I choose the name 
that Avraham suggests, HaShem Yireh, I 
will slight Malchi-tzedek. 

The Divinely ordained solution?
To honor both righteous men, I will 

combine the names. The city will be called 
Yireh-Shalem, Yerushalayim.

As is always the case, powerfully signif-
icant and complex ideas course beneath 
the surface of a seemingly simple rabbinic 
tale…
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The first point we immediately discern 
is that HaShem’s relationship with the Jew-
ish people is unique, but not exclusive. Our 
God is a universal God. While He relates 
to His “Chosen Nation” in singular ways, 
He is accessible and near to righteous 
individuals and peoples of all origins and 
backgrounds.

One might have thought that a “con-
test” between Avraham, the towering 
progenitor of the Jewish nation, and 
Malchi-tzedek, a non-Jewish priest who 
appears once, glancingly, in the Torah, 
would be no “contest” at all. Such, how-
ever, is not the case. HaShem will consider 
Malchi-tzedek’s rights equally, alongside 
those of Avraham, in the naming of the 
Holy city of Jerusalem.

The messages that emerge from this 
Midrash, however, strike even deeper, in 
surprisingly prescient ways. Each of the 
two names originally chosen for Jerusalem 
mirrors a specific vision for that holy city.

To Malchi-tzedek, Jerusalem is Shalem, 
“whole.” This is a city that will speak to 
all of mankind, Jew and Non-Jew alike. 
From its walls will emanate spiritual 
ideas designed to raise man’s sights and 
transform his vision. Malchi-tzedek sees 
Jerusalem as a holy city for all, a city that 
is universal in scope.

In contrast to Malchi-tzedek’s universal 
vision for Jerusalem, Avraham’s dream is 
specific. The city is “HaShem Yireh,” a place 
of pilgrimage for the Jewish people, a place 
where they will “be seen.” Here the nation 
will come together thrice yearly, on their 
festive occasions, to connect with their 
God, with each other, and with their own 
spiritual potential. To Avraham, Jerusalem 
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is a uniquely “Jewish” location, a place 
that concretely signifies the singular bond 
between God and the Jew.

The Midrash could hardly have been 
more prophetic…

As we look back upon the centuries that 
have passed since the “naming” of Jerusa-
lem, we clearly see the realization of both 
visions for the city. 

On the one hand, is there any other 
location on earth the has captured the 
attention, and continues to capture the 
attention, of the world more completely 
than Jerusalem? Holy to the three major 
Western religions, Jerusalem has shaped 
the religious outlook of so much of the 
world. Every inch of its space has been 
hotly contested, and continues to be con-
tested in our day. More headlines, news 
reports, books and more have been writ-
ten about this city than any other location 
in the world. 

Malchi-tzedek’s universal vision of the 
city as “Shalem” has certainly been real-
ized and will apparently be realized until 
the end of days.

On the other hand, the connection 
between the Jewish Nation and the city of 
Jerusalem is singular in its strength and 
significance. No other people has dreamt 
of a return to this city as we have; no other 
nation has exclaimed “Next year in a 
rebuilt Jerusalem,” as we have exclaimed, 
over and over again, for centuries. It is the 
center that draws us, the magnet that pulls 

us back from all corners of the globe. 
Avraham’s vision of the city has also 

been realized, the vision of “Har Yireh,” 
the place where God and His people will 
ultimately come together “to be seen.”

And there is, of course, one additional 
message emerging from the Midrash, 
equally prescient and powerful as those 
above…

For both visions of Jerusalem, the univer-
sal and the particular, to truly take hold, 
one of these visions must take precedence. 

The only time in centuries when all have 
had freedom of access and worship at Jeru-
salem’s holy sights has been when the city 
has been in Jewish hands. 

HaShem Yireh enables Shalem; the 
realization of Avraham’s vision allows Mal-
chi-tzedek’s to take hold, as well. This is a 
truth easily ignored by the world that we 
must loudly proclaim. Our return to Jerusa-
lem in our day has resulted in an open city, 
allowing others to realize their dreams, 
even as we realize our own…

Yerushalayim, the city of visions and 
dreams, once again in our hands. As we 
celebrate its unification each year on Yom 
Yerushalayim, we pray that it will forever 
remain ours… For our sake, and for the 
sake of others, as well. 
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The Totality of 
Shabbat

One of the most distinctive points of Shab-
bat is the moment on Friday night when 
Kiddush is recited. The mitzvah of Kiddush, 
all agree, is a Biblical obligation. The Sages 
(Pesachim 106a; Mechilta on Shemot 20:8) 
derived this imperative from the fourth of 
the Ten Commandments: “Remember the 
day of the Shabbat to sanctify it” (Ex. 20:8). 

In order to appreciate the significance of 
this mitzvah Rabbi Soloveitchik analyzed 
its purpose. Why do we make kiddush? 
With its recitation, what are we meant to 
achieve?

The Rav identified two crucial aspects to 
the mitzvah that have far reaching implica-
tions regarding the very nature of Shabbat 
observance.

First, perhaps most simply, the Kiddush 
serves as a mechanism to offer a tribute to 
the day. Via the Kiddush we praise the day 
of Shabbat by proclaiming it as the day that 
God chose for an eternal testimony to His 
creation and His sovereignty. It is a song 
for the Shabbat; expressing our feelings 
of gratitude and devotion. We mark the 
uniqueness of the day by taking a cup of 
wine and pronouncing a blessing. (Birkon 
Mesorat HaRav, pp. 30-31)

However, the Rav beautifully suggested 

that Kiddush has a more profound meaning. 
It is more than merely extending praise to 
the Shabbat. The true nature of kiddush is 
alluded to in the name itself. Literally, the 
word Kiddush means sanctification, imply-
ing that with its recitation we sanctify the 
day of Shabbat. In other words, Shabbat’s 
holiness is incomplete until the individual 
steps forward and bestows holiness on the 
day. 

This second facet of Kedushat Shabbat is 
implicit in the Torah’s list of the yearly cycle 
of holidays, in which Shabbat is recorded 
as the first in the list of holy times, mo’adei 
Hashem (Vayikra 23:3). Shabbat too is one of 
the mo’adei Hashem, and like other festivals, 
which you must declare, it must be sancti-
fied by man. (Ibid. , p. 28)

Two Aspects of Shabbat Reflected in the 
Two Ten Commandments

There is a facet of Shabbat’s holiness that 
flows directly from God. The Creator rested 
on the seventh day and declared that the 
Shabbat be holy. This notion is highlighted 
in the first presentation of the Shabbat in 
the Ten Commandments. In Sefer Shemot, 
we read: “For God made the heavens and 
earth in six days…and he rested on the sev-
enth day (Shemot 20:10-11). 
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However, in the second rendering of the 
Ten Commandments, in Devarim, instead 
of observing Shabbat to commemorate cre-
ation, we are bidden to observe Shabbat “to 
remember that you were a slave in the Land 
of Egypt, and the Lord your God redeemed 
you.” In this sense the obligation is to treat 
the day in such a way that one invests it with 
holiness and experiences its distinctness. 
(Ibid., pp 28-29)

Moreover, the two terms Shamor and 
Zachor connote two distinct components: 
Shamor suggests that one watches over, or 
guards, the holiness that is embedded in the 
day. Zachor, on the other hand, requires an 
action. To take action that makes the day 
unique. The Kiddush is recited in order to 
fulfill the imperative that the individual 
enrich the day of Shabbat and inject it with 
sanctity. (Ibid., p.29)

Experiencing the Totality of Shabbat
An important practical lesson emerges 

from the fact that man is tasked to imbue 
kedusha in Shabbat. One who passively 
observes Shabbat cannot experience the 
totality of its sanctity. While the basic level 
of kedushat Shabbat commences on its own 
with the sun’s descent on Shabbat eve, only 
man’s declaration of Kiddush creates the 
additional element of holiness. 
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   Beautiful Jerusalem 
 Campus

   Exciting Campus Life

   Vibrant Batei Midrash

   Top-Tier Rebbeim  
 and Torah Scholars

   Meet with Successful 
 Entrepreneurs

   Connect with  
 Thought Leaders

DR. NOAM WASSERMAN 
Dean of Sy Syms School of Business

Best-Selling Author of The Founder’s Dilemmas, Professor at Harvard  
Business School and Venture Capitalist.

“From our roots in New York City, we educate 
the very best to succeed around the world. Your 
degree will take you where you want to go, and 
you can earn it from any location. At Sy Syms, 
we’ll train you to become a values-grounded 
professional who excels in the workplace and in 
the community.”

EARN YOUR GRADUATE  
DEGREE IN 

BUSINESS 
ONLINE
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שיר של יום
During the heat of the COVID lockdowns, 

one of the amusing challenges that many 
of us had to face was the issue of שיר של יום. 
As we would arrive at the end of Shacharit, 
we would be confronted with the daily exis-
tential question of – “what day is it???”. All 
of our days were one big blur, one day roll-
ing into the next, the day of the week had 
lost all significance. Baruch Hashem, bli 
ayin hara, we are now back to regular life, 
where it is almost impossible to forget what 
day of the week it is. We have schedules and 
appointments, meetings and events, and we 
set off each day, armed with lists and goals 
to accomplish for that day. 

Beyond being an amusing memory from 
our Corona days, this anecdote can give us 
some deeper insight into the daily שיר של 

.paragraph that we reciteיום 
Each day of the week, we recite a differ-

ent chapter of Tehillim which corresponds 
to that day of the week. This is a replica-
tion of what was done during the times 
of the Beit HaMikdash. Each day of the 
week after bringing the Korban Tamid, the 

Leviim used to sing a different Mizmor of 
Tehillim. They would only sing those songs 
after the Korban Tamid of the morning, 
and so we too, only recite שיר של יום after 
our morning Tefillot. 

What is the purpose of these “day-of-
the-week” chapters of Tehillim? Gemara 
Rosh Hashana 31a explains that each one 
of the chapters of Tehillim focuses on the 
unique potential of that day. Each chapter 
describes the specific aspect of creation 
that Hashem brought into motion on that 
day. For example, on Sunday, the first day 
of creation and the day that the land itself 
was formed, we recite - “לה‘ הארץ ומלואה, תבל 

 The earth and all it contains, the - ”ויושבי בה
world and all its inhabitants, are Hashem’s. 
On Friday, the day on which man was cre-
ated, we recite “ה’ מלך גאות לבש” Hashem has 
reigned; He has attired Himself with maj-
esty. The reason for this selection is that 
Hashem could only be crowned after man 
was created. (Incidentally, there are 45 
words which correspond to the gematria 
of the word אדם, man).

-forces us to focus for a min שיר של יום
ute on the unique potential of the day 
ahead. What we can accomplish today 
is different from what we were able to 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Shabbat afternoon shiur with  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres - 5:15pm  

in the back garden of the 
OU Israel Center
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achieve yesterday or what we will be able 
to achieve tomorrow.  As the saying goes, 
“Today only happens once in a lifetime”. It 
therefore behooves us to try and tap into 
the unique potential of today and to utilize 
the time we are given to reach new heights 
every day. 

On the other hand, before reciting each 
day’s chapter of Tehillim, we say היום יום 
המקדש בבית  אומרים  הלווים  היו  שבו  בשבת   ראשון 
– we announce which day of the week it 
is in relation to Shabbos. Why do we do 
this? In order to fulfill the Mitzva of “זכור 

 Chazal say the mitzvah – ”את יום השבת לקדשו
here is not only to remember Shabbos on 
Shabbos itself, but to remember and men-
tion Shabbos all the days leading up to 
Shabbos. 

Each day has unique potential in and of 
itself, but it has even more כח as part of a 
whole. Hashem created a different aspect 
of the world each day, but only on Shabbos 
was He able to sit back and rest and see 
how all the parts of creation fit together 
and created a beautiful symphony. So 
too, each day of the week, we accomplish 
unique goals but only when we look back 
at the end of the week, can we see how all 
of the efforts we put in on a daily basis join 
together to reach great heights. 

Garin
Adam
+S'MICHA AT A GLANCE

Yishuv Adam
Our Garin Torani consists
of religious families who
are dedicated to
strengthening the Anglo
Shul/community in
Yishuv Adam.
Men in our group study
part-time Halacha (in
Eng.) in order to prepare
for Rabbanut S'micha

052-899-6502 Rav.miller@orosheladam.org

Stipend

Contact Us for Further Info

1,000 ILS

 
CHESED FUND

The Needy Await Your Support
Every day is urgent!
Please send checks to:

“CHESED YITZCHAK VESHAINDEL”
c/o Menachem Persoff

POB 36156 Romema Jerusalem
Bank Transfer? Contact Menachem

menpmp@gmail.com - 050-570-1067
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“dwelling” in the physical. Now, says 
Rashi, in the second month, G-d sends us 
a message. “You are important to me”. 
“You are what this desert is about, what 
these forty years and resting of My Pres-
ence is about. Each one, I shall count, (or, 
literally translated, raise up the head).” 
In life, we may find ourselves stripped of 
our comforts, of our external crutches. 
We may find ourselves forced to find and 
build a home for G-d’s Presence from 
within, when nothing around us seems 
to be helping. But always remember, says 
G-d, that when the time is rough, when all 
you feel is a crushing weight of pain and 
judgments that “I’m not good enough” 
and “I’m incapable” - I love you. You ARE 
valuable. Feel it. And build from there.

As the Shechina rested on Har 
Sinai, may it continue to rest within 
us every year and all the time! 
Shabbat Shalom!

Nomi Caplan
12th Grade, Raanana

Bamidbar begins by talking about 
the census of the Jewish People in the 
desert. This relates nicely to Shavuot, 
since Shavuot is a festival we reach after 
counting the Omer. It also relates nicely 
to Shavuot since Shavuot celebrates the 
giving of the Torah at Har Sinai at which 
point the Jewish people committed the 
sin of the Golden Calf. This unfortunate 

Ataya Ness-Aiver
Raanana Chapter 
Madrich
One rock. You 
rock. Three rock 
four.

“One rock. Two rocks. Three rocks. 
Ooh! That one is colorful…. Four rocks….” 
If I were to be taking a forty yearlong hike 
through sandy, scorching hot territory, 
rocks would be my best friend, my key 
to sanity amongst the never ending roll-
ing hills of nothingness. But I am not G-d.  
“And G-d spoke to Moshe, in the des-
ert of Sinai…on the first of the second 
month in the second year of them leav-
ing Egypt, saying: ‘Count the heads of 
the Children of Israel…’” (Numbers 1:1). 
The desert is classically the home of the 
recluse, the spiritual seeker who finds 
the Infinite depth of spiritual silence 
amongst its many stones. But now hun-
dreds of thousands, if not millions of 
people are finding themselves amongst 
the nothingness. What to do now? 
Not a month before, G-d rested his Pres-
ence amongst the Jewish people with 
the establishment of the Mishkan, G-d’s 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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event was followed by the death of many 
of Bnei Yisroel, followed by a census.

The parsha goes on to detail all of the 
Tribes of Israel excluding the tribe of 
Levi. Why is Levi excluded from this cen-
sus? Perhaps the answer is because they 
were given a special status as a reward for 
their refraining from participating in the 
sin of the Golden Calf. The Tribe of Levi 
was to replace the first born with regard 
to all of the holy tasks to be performed 
in the Mishkan and the Beit Hamikdash. 
This shows us a concrete example of the 
long term rewards which we can receive 
as a result of resisting temptations to join 
in with the crowd when they are doing 
something bad – however attractive it 
may seem at the time.

Another interesting idea in parshat 
Bamidbar can be found in Chapter 3. We 
are told that these are the תודלות of Aharon 
and Moshe. Then, we are told only about 
the sons of Aharon. There is no mention 
of Moshe’s biological sons. One answer 
can be found in the Gemara in Sanhedrin 
which says that since Moshe taught them 
Torah he was like their father. Another 
answer we are told is that Moshe prayed 
and saved the lives of two of Aharon’s 
sons after the sin of the Golden Calf and 
therefore Moshe was like a father to 
them. There are many lessons that we 
can learn from this but that would be a 
shiur in itself!

Shabbat Shalom 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Starting married life?
This should be the only  

fragile thing you worry about...

Dr. Alex Bailey
is a Jerusalem/Modiin-based 
clinical psychologist specializing in 

communication and relationships. He offers a unique, 
practical, 4-part private counseling series to help 
pre-marriage and early-marriage couples improve 
their communication skills, strengthen their bonds, and 
increase the probability of a long-lasting and happy 
relationship. An ideal gift to give any new couple ... or to 
give yourselves!  
DR. BAILEY ALSO SEES COUPLES, FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS AGE 16+ 

alexbaileypsyd@gmail.com   www.alexbaileypsyd.com
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Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company  

The ONLY COMPANY to offer you a LIFETIME GUARANTEE on all wood regluing 

 PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture 
 EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
 SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and replace with much stronger wood 
 CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
 FURNITURE MARKERS - To help you make those small scratches disappear 
 LEG TIPS - For quiet chair movement (your downstairs neighbor will thank you!) 
 TIRED OF HAVING TO CROWD YOUR GUESTS AROUND MULTIPLE TABLES??  

Call us to hear about our heavy-duty table slides to more than double (or even triple!) the current length of your table. 
 INSURANCE QUOTES - We handle hundreds of freight damage claims from overseas as well as local moves.  

 
 
 
 

WE ARE GROWING AND ARE NOW HIRING – SEE DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE 
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il    Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il  

    Phone: 02-999-2418           WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  
 

T

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH! 
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INFO SESSION
JOIN US FOR AN ONLINE

Sunday, May 29,
        20:00 Israel time

With
Jonathan Davis, Head of the RRIS

Vice President, Reichman University

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
•	Business	Administration
•	Business	&	Economics
	 (double	major)
•	Communications
•	Computer	Science	(BSc)
•	Entrepreneurship	&	Business	(double	major)
•	Entrepreneurship,	BA	&	Computer	Science,
	 BSc	(double	major)
•	Government
•	Sustainability	&	Government	(double	major)
•	Psychology

ONE	SEMESTER	/	ONE	YEAR	/	FULL	DEGREE

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

MSc

MA 

GLOBAL MBA

MBA

•	Behavioral	Economics	
•	Counter-Terrorism		&	Homeland	Security	Studies
•	Diplomacy	&	Conflict	Studies
•	Financial	Economics
•	Human-Computer	Interaction	(HCI)	
•	Organizational	Behavior	&	Development	(OBD)

•	 Innovation	&	Entrepreneurship
•	Big	Data

•	One-Year	MBA
•	Healthcare	Innovation

•	Machine	Learning	&	Data	Science

www.rris.runi.ac.il

RSVP:    +972 9 9602700    +972 54 5628121     rris.registrar@idc.ac.il

R A P H A E L  R E C A N A T I
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S C H O O L  A T

L i v e  i n  I s r a e l , 
S t u d y  i n  E n g l i s h

REICHMAN
UNIVERSITY


