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Renewal vs 
Change 

ם: יתֶם֖ אֹתָֽ עֲשִׂ מְרוּ֔ וַֽ שְׁ לֵכ֑וּ וְאֶת־מִצְוֹ‍תַי֣ תִּ חֻקֹּתַי֖ תֵּ אִם־בְּ

If you follow My statutes and observe My 
commandments and perform them (Vayikra 
26:3)

Much ink has been spilled explaining 
this pasuk. The Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh 
has 42 different interpretations of this 
pasuk. We will highlight an important and 
relevant lesson derived from this pasuk 
by the Menachem Tzion, Rav Menachem 
Sacks, the son-in law of Rav Tzvi Pesach 
Frank. 

Torat Hashem Temima Meshi-
vat Nafesh” – only when 
Torah is complete does it 
restore the soul

In every generation there are movements 
among even observant Jews to “modern-
ize” Judaism in an unhealthy way. Such 
individuals desire to maintain the “logical” 

principles of the Torah and they claim 
that in order to preserve our religion in a 
modern society, we should relinquish the 
irrational mitzvot, known as “chukim”.  In 
an advanced society, we need to adapt our 
religion to the times.  

The Gemara (Shabbat 31b) states that 
when a person passes away, one of the 
questions that Hashem will ask of them 
is: “Kavata itim laTorah?” Did you set 
aside time to study Torah?” But we have, 
on occasion, suggested another interpreta-
tion. “Did you adjust the times – the norms 
and influences of the day – to the precepts 
of the Torah rather than trying to adjust 
the Torah to fit with the times? (the lat-
ter would reflect -kavata Torah La’itim). 
The influence should be from within the 
Torah environment to the outside world 
and not the opposite. Some people try to 
adapt the Torah to modern times. They 
suggest that we be “open-minded” about 
contemporary norms and values.  We say 
that, on the contrary, we need to open our 
minds to accept the Torah and adapt our 
lives to it.

History testifies that once change is insti-
tuted at the “chukim” level, it eventually 
leads to the demise of the observance of 
rational mitzvot as well. Trying to mod-
ernize the Torah leads one down a slippery 
slope. Torat Hashem Temima Meshivat 
Nafesh” – only when Torah is complete does 
it restore the soul. 
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Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik distinguished 
between a “mechadesh” (renewal) and a 
“mesahane” (change).  It is important to 
constantly evaluate how to perform mitz-
vot properly in different situations.  During 
the covid period gedolei hador were chal-
lenged with many new halachic questions 
that arose and many treatises were written 
to address those issues.  As Hazal tell us 
“ein bet midrash b’li chidush”.  However, to 
be “mesahane” – change halacha to adapt 
to modern times is prohibited.  

The Menachem Tzion interprets our 
pasuk as follows.  If you follow my statues 
(“im b’hukotai telechu”), only if you keep 
the mitzvot, the chukim that may be diffi-
cult to comprehend, only then – will you 
continue to observe the rational mitzvot.  
Once chukim are ignored, other Mitzvot 
are later disregarded as well. 

During this period between Pesach and 
Shavuot as we prepare for our celebra-
tion of Matan Torah, may we strengthen 
our learning and observance of Torah and 
mitzvot, both chukim and mishaptim and 
transmit the full mesorah to future gener-
ations. Only then we will be worthy of the 
blessings that are promised in the follow-
ing pesukim - peace and prosperity in the 
Land of Israel! 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda
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MUSRARA CLOSE TO THE OLD CITY - Charming 
5.5 rooms, 137m, Arabic style, high ceilings, first 
floor, sukkah, apartment with character, quiet, 
exclusive, 4,750,000 NIS
ARNONA CLOSE TO BAKA -  Great Penthouse,  
5 rooms, 90m balconies with view, modern 
building with elevator, master bedroom, good 
shape, 3 directions, 3 parking, 5,600,000 NIS 
UNIQUE HOUSE IN OLD KATAMON - Great 
location, Beautiful house on a dunam plot, huge  
garden, Arabic style,quiet, 2 parkings spots, rare!

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Azriel ben Chaya Michal

• AFS
• Avraham ben Baila Hinda

 • שלמה בן אסתר 
 • יהונתן בן מחלה

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל


