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 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Hello,  
It’s Nice to 
Meet Me!

At the behest of the Friediker Rebbe (the 
Previous Lubavitcher Rebbe, Reb Yosef 
Yitzchok, zy’a), Rabbi Moshe Yitzchak & 
Rebbetzin Rivkah Hecht had been the 
Chabad shlichim in New Haven, Connecti-
cut, since 1941. 

Within days of arriving in New Haven, 
Rabbi Hecht began literally knocking on 
doors and visiting families in the com-
munity to encourage them to enroll their 
children in the city’s first Jewish day 
school, located in a dining room. As years 
unfolded, the burdens of an expanding 
community, of managing a shul, a day 
school, a yeshivah, a mikvah, open Shab-
bos dinners with dozens of guests, raising 
their own children, offering extensive 
adult educational programs…it all began 
to weigh on him. 

In 1974, as the debt and demands on his 
time and resources continued to mount, 
he wrote to the Rebbe, complaining that 

in more than 30 years of shlichus, despite 
his dedicated, hard work, he felt he 
hadn’t made much progress. Feeling over-
whelmed, he considered the possibility that 
he simply could not continue in the role. He 
ended with a sincere plea that the Rebbe 
should consider their difficulties, “and help 
and do all he can.” 

The Rebbe’s response was indicative of 
how the leader of a generation believes in 
others and empowers all who turn to him 
for guidance: 

“... I have already followed your advice 
and done as you’ve suggested; I’ve sent 
there Rabbi Moshe Yitzchak Hecht. But it 
appears from your letter and from those 
preceding it that you don’t yet know him 
and are not familiar with the strengths and 
capabilities with which he is endowed.

Whatever the case, you should get to 
know him now. Immediately, everything 
will change—your mood, your trust in God 
and simchas ha-chayim…

לָכֶם  וְלֹא־תִהְיֶה  אָיִן  וְרֹדֵף  נֵי־חֶרֶב  מִפְּ כְּ אָחִיו  אִישׁ־בְּ לוּ  וְכָשְׁ

קוּמָה לִפְנֵי איְֹבֵיכֶם תְּ

Each man will stumble over his brother, 
[fleeing] as if from the sword, but without 
a pursuer. You will not be able to stand up 
against your enemies

גּויִֹם וְאָכְלָה אֶתְכֶם אֶרֶץ אֽיְֹבֵיכֶם: ם בַּ   וַאֲבַדְתֶּ

You will become lost among the nations, 
and the land of your enemies will consume 
you. (26:37-38)
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 
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Rashi clarifies the import of these verses: 
“With fear in their hearts, they will run and 
flee in panic, and will stumble over each 
other… כשתהיו פזורים תהיו אבודים זה מזה When 
you will be scattered, you will become lost 
from one another.”

The students of the Baal Shem Tov 
expanded this interpretation: אבודים, avu-
dim, means not only ‘lost from one another’, 
but also lost and exiled within — ‘You will 
lose your sense of self.’ 

The frightening warnings and prophecies 
of our sedra parallel those of the Tochachah 
in Parshas Ki Savo detailing horrific suffer-
ing, poverty, war, famine and exile. Worst 
of all perhaps is this verse: 

לֻאִים לְךָ מִנֶּגֶד וְהָיוּ חַיֶּיךָ תְּ

And your life will hang in suspense 
before you.

וּפָחַדְתָּ לַיְלָה וְיוֹמָם

You will be in fear night and day,
חַיֶּיךָ: וְלֹא תַאֲמִין בְּ

and you will not believe in your life….
This is the greatest suffering, to not 

believe in our lives, to have no faith in one-
self, no confidence, purpose or self-esteem. 
One can become “lost” to a sense of listless-
ness, alienation and placelessness, always 
thinking that who we are and what we do 
is not enough, that our efforts don’t mat-
ter, that life is too difficult. In this state, it is 
not long until one becomes פזורים, scattered, 
and אבודים, lost to oneself.

While serving as the Rav of Boisk, Latvia, 
the great Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen 
Kook, zy’a, filled numerous journals with 
Torah thoughts, poetry and personal reflec-
tions. In one passage, he reflects on the 
ability to recognize the spiritual ‘diamond’ 

within ourselves and others, as essential to 
our path:

“Until a person teaches himself to truly 
appreciate מעלת נשמת האדם מעלת נשמת ישראל 
 the eminence of the human ומעלת ארץ הקודשה
soul, the eminence of the Jewish People, and 
the eminence of the Holy Land — including 
the proper yearning that each and every 
Jew should have for the rebuilding of the 
Temple, the restoration of greatness to the 
Jewish People, and their elevation in this 
world — it is almost impossible for him to 
truly ‘taste Divine service.”

May the message of our sedra awaken 
us, and make us recognize and reveal our 
abilities and strengths. And may we “meet 
ourselves”, become who we really are, and 
merit that “immediately, everything will 
change—our mood, our trust in God and 
simchas ha-chayim…” 

City Center: luxurious 5-room penthouse, 235m, 
nice big terrace facing a fabulous panoramic view of 
Jerusalem and the Old City, 2 private parking spots, 
17,500,000 NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130m, Sukkah 
balconies, 4 exposures, Shabat elevator,  
small  & quiet building 5,200,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 108m, sukkah 
balcony, Shabbat elevator, underfloor heating,  
high standard, private parking, 4,400,000 NIS
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open view, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
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Baka: 4-room apartment, 94m, balcony,  
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Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 


