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Harvest By A 
Jew In A Heter 
Mechirah 
Field For 
Agricultural 
Experimentation

Question: I am a scientist at an agri-
cultural research institute. I would like to 
harvest samples of wheat planted during 
shemitah in a field sold through heter 
mechirah. Is it permissible for a Jew to har-
vest in this way, since it is not the regular 
method of harvest and in addition I do not 
intend to eat the wheat kernels?

Answer: In principle, ketzirah, grain har-
vest, is one of the four biblical actions that 
are forbidden to Jews even if heter mechi-
rah was performed. It is permissible only for 
non-Jews.

Rambam (Shevi’it 4:1) writes: “The state-
ment “Do not reap the aftergrowth of your 
harvest” means that one should not reap it 
in the same manner as one does every year... 
Examples of ‘regular’ harvesting include 
harvesting the entire field, piling up the 
grain, and threshing it with cattle... Instead, 
he should reap the land little by little, thresh 

the resulting (small amount of) grain, and 
partake of it.”

Rambam implies that the prohibition 
relates to harvesting large amounts in the 
general manner of harvest. However, har-
vesting small amounts for immediate use 
and not for large-scale piling of grain for 
storage or threshing is not a biblical pro-
hibition. Small-scale grain harvest usually 
is forbidden rabbinically in a field sown 
during shemitah, but is permissible even by 
a Jew if the field was sold by heter mechirah. 
as we shall see below.

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach permits 
Jews to harvest on land sold to a non-Jew

Rabbi S.Z.Auerbach (Ma’adanei Eretz §2) 
writes that even though grain and grape 
harvest are biblical prohibitions, after heter 
mechirah only sowing and vineyard prun-
ing are forbidden to Jews during shemitah. 
However, harvesting is permitted in the 
same way as in all other years since these 
acts are linked to ownership of the pro-
duce and the soil is sold to a non-Jew and 
thus is not holy. This is distinguished from 
sowing and pruning, which are indepen-
dent of ownership but are forbidden acts 
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JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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Yishuv Adam
Our Garin Torani consists
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strengthening the Anglo
Shul/community in
Yishuv Adam.
Men in our group study
part-time Halacha (in
Eng.) in order to prepare
for Rabbanut S'micha

052-899-6502 Rav.miller@orosheladam.org
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Contact Us for Further Info
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in and of themselves since it is forbidden 
for Jews to sow even in fields belonging to 
non-Jews. Thus it is permissible for a Jew 
to harvest the wheat of a non-Jew in Eretz 
Yisrael, which is the case in heter mechirah. 

It should be noted that Rabbi Kook 
(Mishpat Kohen 67) forbids Jews from par-
ticipating in any grain or grape harvest 
following heter mechirah. 

In conclusion: During shemitah a Jew 
may harvest small quantities of wheat sam-
ples grown on land that was properly sold 
to a non-Jew. 

 
CHESED FUND

The Needy Await Your Support
Every day is urgent!
Please send checks to:

“CHESED YITZCHAK VESHAINDEL”
c/o Menachem Persoff

POB 36156 Romema Jerusalem
Bank Transfer? Contact Menachem

menpmp@gmail.com - 050-570-1067

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
2 rooms in a new building under 
construction in a prime location. Shabbat 
Elevator and Mirpeset. Only 1.59m shekel
Great opportunity in Musrara - 5.5 rooms.  
3 bathrooms 130m duplex with a 40m 
garden, private entrance, full of charm. 
Chulada Hanevia street. 4.27m shekel
5 room rental in the German colony - 
duplex, 35m garden, good shape, parking 
& storage 8900NIS/month

SHIUR SPONSORS
Wednesday, May 11 - Rabbi Kimche’s shiur was sponsored by Peter 
Hackett in loving memory of his father - Yochanan ben Eliyahu z”l

 Thursday, May 12 - Rabbi Finkelstein’s shiur was sponsored by
שמואל רוזנבלום לע”נ אסתר בת יששכר רוזנבלום ע”ה

yarzheit  ט”ז אייר

Thursday, May 12 - Rabbi Shai Finkelstein’s shiur was sponsored
לע”נ מנחם בן אברהם יהודה ז”ל - ט”ו אייר

Tuesday, May 17 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur was sponsored by 
Linda Zacks in memory of her  father on his 2nd yahrzeit 

אברהם בן שאול ז”ל 

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h


