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There is always some-
thing tragic when we find 
ourselves appreciating the 
beauty of a person only after 
their passing. As Am Yisrael 

living in Eretz Yisrael we are constantly 
surrounded by our fellow Jew, each of 
whom holds a hidden beauty. If we aren’t 
careful, we may miss a critical opportunity 
to show them the love, understanding and 
respect they deserve. 

Over the last five weeks of the Omer 
we have kept Minhagei Aveilut as many 
refrain from buying new clothing, getting 
haircuts, listening to music or 
getting married. In doing so, 
we tap into the loss of Rabbi 
Akiva’s 24,000 students who 
died because, “שלא נהגו כבוד 

בזה  they did not treat ”,זה 
one another with respect. 
But after Lag B’Omer, will 
we return to the same people 
we were before the Omer began? 

After the devastating events that 
took place in Meron last year, Lag B’Omer 
will never feel the same. In a stunning turn 
of events, instead of ending Lag B’Omer on 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

a festive high as we celebrated the hidden 
treasures of Torah, we spent those hours 
fulfilling the Mitzvot of Levayat HaMeit 
and Nichum Aveilim for 45 holy souls that 
were tragically taken from us. In the hours 
after we lit the fires of Meron, families, 
Yeshivot and communities from overseas 
and within Israel desperately tried to 
locate their loved ones. Too many found 
themselves en route to bury those they 
held so dear. 

On a day that has been designated for 
joyful celebration of the deeper, hid-
den beauty within Torah, it seems as if 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu chose to 
bring home the sweetest of 

the sweet; each Neshama 
containing a hidden 
beauty that we could only 
fully appreciate after 
their passing. 
This past Friday we were 

notified of yet another tragic 
loss, with the death of Sgt.-Maj. 

Noam Raz, a 47-year old father of six 
from Kida. Noam enlisted in the IDF in 
1999 and served as a fighter, paramedic 
and sniper in the YAMAM counterterror-
ism unit for 23 years. During his service 
Noam participated in hundreds of coun-
terterrorism operations, putting his own 
life at risk to save others. 

Upon hearing the news of his passing I 
quickly called Oren Asulin, the Director 
of Programming at The Zula, who lives in 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

Condolences to
Batia Macales and Rebbitzen Chaya Vogel 
on the passing of  their dear brother 

Yosef Moshe ben Daniel z"l
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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see how incredible they are. I ask HaShem 
for the continued Nechama of the 45 fami-
lies who are grieving the loss of their loved 
ones on the first Yahrzeit of their passing, 
the friends and family of Noam Raz, and all 
those who have given their lives to defend 
the Jewish people. 

Together we can create a world of mutual 
appreciation and respect, bringing the end 
of Galut speedily in our days. I pray for the 
days when we can dance and rejoice in the 
Beit HaMikdash together, knowing that we 
made this world a better place. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

Kida and was a neighbor and close friend 
of Noam. The pain in Oren’s voice conveyed 
just how deeply the loss of Noam was felt. 
He described Noam as a quiet and power-
ful person with an inner peace. Noam was 
someone who was always ready and will-
ing to help another person in need, without 
seeking recognition for his efforts. In fact, 
Oren and his family were one of many 
whom Noam directly impacted. 

A few years ago, Oren’s one-and-a-half 
year old daughter was caught under a car 
that reversed backward without seeing her. 
Noam was nearby and jumped into action. 
And while the chances were slim, Noam 
was able to stabilize Oren’s daughter until 
she was able to be transferred to the nearest 
hospital in a more stable condition. Baruch 
HaShem, Oren’s daughter defied the odds 
and survived. Since then, Noam continued 
to resist recognition and praise whenever 
Oren, his family or community members 
sought to show their appreciation. 

For Noam Raz, saving Jews is how he 
chose to live his life each and every day. 
And he did so selflessly and quietly. I imag-
ine that as time goes on, others will come 
forward and share stories of Noam’s heroic 
and selfless efforts, helping us appreciate 
his deeper, hidden beauty that even his 
loved ones might not have known. 

While we can never truly know the depths 
of a person’s Neshama, in a country filled 
with HaShem’s children, we must commit 
ourselves to treating each and every per-
son with love, dignity and respect. My plea 
to HaKadosh Baruch Hu is that we learn 
to appreciate our holy brethren in their 
lifetime, and should not have to lose any 
more members of Am Yisrael in order to 

In loving memory of  our 
beloved wife, mother, sister 

and Safta

Rebecca 
Sprung a"h

 רבקה חנה
  בת גולדה

ושמואל יעקב ע"ה

Her devotion, passion and  
love for Israel and family 

inspires us all
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

Parshat Bechukotai is the last in the book 
of Vayikra. The first half of the Parsha is  
the glorious, though very brief description 
of the blessings that will result from  keep-
ing the mitzvot. But then the Torah turns 
to the chilling description of exile,  deso-
lation, and suffering that will result from 
lack of loyalty to the Mitzvot. The  bless-
ings: 10 verses. The curses:  32 verses. 

This parsha is always read before 
Shavuot. But not the Shabbat before 
Shavuot. 2 Shabbatot before (this year 
in Israel we will have 2 parshiot follow-
ing Bechukotai  until Shavuot). While the 
sobering nature of the curses can moti-
vate us in accepting  the Torah anew, it is 
a harsh parsha. We would be motivated 
by fear. Do we want to  enter Yom Tov 
with dread? I don’t think so. So, a week 
with a more benign parsha intervenes 
between the harshness of Bechukotai and 
the sweetness of the Yom Tov of Shavuot. 

1st Aliya (Vayikra 26:3-5) If 
you are loyal to mitzvot, I will 

KI TEITZEI give you such abundant  produce that the 
harvest will stretch into the planting sea-
son. You will be satisfied  and secure in 
your Land. 

Parshat Bechukotai is the conclusion of 
the book of Kedusha, Vayikra. We mod-
erns   are in particular need of this parsha.  
We have been blessed with an explosion 
of  information. And this information can 
quickly lead to a mechanistic view of life; 
that  everything is cause and effect. Work 
hard and you will succeed. Study hard and 
you  will achieve. Eat and exercise, you will 
live long. This parsha introduces one of the  
core Jewish beliefs; and somewhat of a rad-
ical one at that. Crops will grow well  when 
you observe the mitzvot. We do not live in 
2 worlds: the physical and the spiritual.  
We live in one world: the world of inter-
woven physical and spiritual. Our  physical 
success in the Land of Israel is bound up 
inextricably with our spiritual  fealty to the 
mitzvot.   

This theme will dominate the rest of the 
Torah. For with the conclusion of the book  
of Vayikra, we pivot now to the march 
toward the Land of Israel. The rest of the  
Torah will describe that march and the 
mitzvot relevant to building the Jewish  
society in the Land of Israel. But hovering 
over it all is this unity theme: that the fate  
of the entire enterprise in the Land of Israel 
is bound up in your mitzvah observance.

2nd Aliya (26:6-9) I will give you 
peace and you will be without 
fear. 5 of you will  pursue 100; 

100 will pursue 10,000. I will make you 
fruitful, make you multiply and  keep my 
covenant with you. 

You will be blessed with shocking military 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

BECHUKOTAI

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to  
Estelle Harris and family  
on the birth of a grandson
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power - a small number chasing 20 or  100 
times their number. And then in an echo of 
creation, a promise that you will be  fruitful 
and multiply. In Creation G-d commanded 
man to be fruitful and multiply.   And here 
He is promising us that we will be fruitful 
and multiply. As if to say: loyalty  to the 
mitzvot will bring a world just the way it is 
supposed to be. 

3rd Aliya (26:10-46) And I will 
be in your midst; I, your G-d, 
You, my people. I will remove 

the yokes from you and you will walk 
proudly. But if you do not do My  mitzvot, 
I too will not pay attention to you.  You will 
be subjected to illness, to  enemies, to 
drought. If you persist in ignoring Me, I 
will persist in ignoring you, leaving you 
vulnerable to war, pestilence, famine. 
Your holy places will be vanquished, your 
cities destroyed; you will be scattered 
around the world. Then the  Land will 
have the rest of its Shmita. You will be pan-
icked in your exile, afraid of a driven leaf. 
You will admit your failings; I will remem-
ber my promises to you. Even  in your 
dispersion, I will not allow you to be 
destroyed.   

The brevity of this outline requires us to 
leave out much of the chilling predictions 
of calamity. To focus on just one aspect: 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club
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May the Torah learning this week  
be in loving memory of 

 Anna (Chana Wasserman) 
Silverberg a"h

On her 20th Yarzheit - 19 Iyar 
beloved mother, grandmother  

and great-grandmother

 משפחת או יו ישראל שולחת תנחומים
   לאודליה ודוד בר-אל ומשפחתם

 על פטירת אביה
הרב כרמי מצליח ז"ל

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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failure to live up to the demands of this 
holy  place brings desolation and exile. 
The Land and its cities will be desolate 
and deserted. The desolation of the Land 
of Israel without the Jewish people is leg-
endary. The Land flowing with milk and 
honey was barren and dusty for 2,000 
years. Chilling. In addition, the Jew-
ish diaspora, the exile of the Jews from 
the Land, in  essence, Jewish history is 
predicted here. The Torah predicts the 
suffering of the  Jewish people through 
exile and persecution. Jewish suffering 
in exile was taken by other religions to 
be a sign of the rejection of the Jew. The 
return to the Land of Israel in our time, 
so unexpected, so unprecedented, and so 
dynamic is a powerful  refutation of that. 
If the exile was Divine displeasure with 
our dismissive attitude to  Him, the return 
to the Land can only be Divine pleasure in 
bringing us close. And a charge to us who 
are part of this return; to never be dismis-
sive of Him, but to engage, to search, to 
reach. Our success in the Land depends 
on it. What privileged times we, the unde-
serving, are fortunate to be a part of. And 
how vigilant we need be to not again be 
dismissive of Him in His Land. 

4th aliya (27:1-15) When you 
make a vow of your value to 
G-d, there are set values  for dif-

ferent ages and stations. This value is given 
to the Mikdash. If you pledge an animal, it 
is given and should not be switched. A 
pledge of a home may be given or 
redeemed.   

Following the chilling section of the 
curses, the book of Vayikra ends with a 
full  chapter of laws of vows. Generosity 

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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inspires contributions to the Mikdash.  
That’s a  good thing. The religious center of 
the Jewish people needs contributions.  But 
why does this section follow the blessings 
and curses? I would think that the blessings 
and curses are the best way to end the book 
of Kedusha. Not the rather  mundane rules 
of Temple contributions. 

The entire book of Vayikra has focused on 
Kedusha; that our lives are to be uplifted,  
sanctified, rarified. You might think that 
this elevated part of our lives, the part of  
our lives in which we strive to approach 
the Divine, you might think it is good,  
desirable, wonderful - but extra. If I live 
my life not hurting others, not violating 
the mitzvot, then I have lived a good life. 
So the Torah introduces us to the blessings 
and curses. No, no. Holiness is not dessert. 
It isn’t extra. It is the essence of the life of 
a  Jew. We must live sanctified lives. And 
our success in the Land depends on it. 
Lack  of allegiance to mitzvot will bring 
terrible consequences, including exile and 
destruction. 

But so as not to end this book on a harsh 
note, we end, not with curses, but with  
generosity.   

5th Aliya (27:16-21) If a field is 
pledged, it’s worth until Yovel is 
calculated. That  value is given 

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

Take advantage now!

Just 15% down payment!

Interest rates rise, stock values
decline, demand for our
exclusive sea-view Ashkelon
apartments goes up, and price
increases will inevitably follow.

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

 In honor ofIn honor of our childrenour children
Rafi and Tamar 

on their forthcoming marriage Bs"d
May they build a Bayit Ne'eman  

b'Yisrael with Shalom v'Rei'ut
Dr. Lawton and Robin Cooper,  

Rabbi Hillel Gold and Dr. Ruth Gershen



10     TORAH TIDBITS 1468 / BECHUKOTAI 5782

to the Mikdash to redeem the field. If it is 
not redeemed, it remains  with the Mikdash 
even after Yovel. Property which becomes 
owned by the Mikdash may not be 
redeemed.   

6th Aliya (27:22-28) A field that 
is not your inheritance in the 
Land may be dedicated  to the 

Mikdash; its value is given. A first born ani-
mal is already holy, hence do not  pledge it 
to the Mikdash.

7th Aliya (27:29-34) Maaser of 
property is holy; it may be 
redeemed and a fifth  added to 

its value. Maaser of animals is holy; it may 
not be redeemed. The book of Vayikra, the 
book of man’s approach to G-d, ends with 
a sober balance. While we approach G-d, 
dedicate our lives to Him, reach for Him, 
and He for us, the  Torah protects us from 
going too far, from divesting of our assets, 
ridding ourselves  of our homes and 
becoming a Temple slave, giving our all to 
the Mikdash. Our  challenge is to be holy 
in our homes and our fields while reach-
ing for the Divine. This final section of 
vows is also part of the pivot toward the 

book of Bamidbar.  We  are marching to 
the Land. The section of vows is an intro 
to that. We are no longer  focused on holi-
ness, but on nation building. The 
communal life we will enjoy in the  Land 
of Israel will be built on generosity. The 
sense that I am not just for me; but  that I 
am a part of the Jewish people. Their 
needs are mine. Contributions to the Mik-
dash are an expression of my part in our 
nation building. And that nation  building 
will be the preoccupation of the rest of the 
Torah. 

HAFTORAH BECHUKOTAI 
YIRMIYAHU 16:19-17:14

The theme found in the Torah reading 
of blessings and curses is echoed in the 
haftorah which discusses the punishment 
to those who disregard God’s will and the 
reward to those who follow His will.

The courageous prophet Yirmiyahu 
scolds the people and warns them of the 
disaster if they maintain their idolatrous 
practices. Nothing less than exile from the 
Holy Land will come as the result of not 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

וישבתם לבטח בארצכם....ונתתי שלום בארץ (כו:ה-ו)
"And dwell in safety in your Land….And I will give you peace in the Land" (26:5-6)
How can the pasuk, in which the Divine promises that they will live safely in the Land, need the next pasuk 

to add that He will provide peace in the Land?  Isn't this a repetition? 
The Rabbis answer that the promise of "I will give you peace in the Land" is not referring to peace from 

our external enemies. Rather, it refers to achieving internal peace amongst ourselves as a nation. 
(Jerusalem Talmud, Peah 1) The generation of King Saul were great Torah scholars, yet his army was 

constantly being defeated by the enemy, due to the constant brotherly strife that existed within the Jewish 
people, at that time. However, the generation of Achav were all idolators, yet always victorious in battle 
because of the internal peace that remained amongst our nation.

In our Parsha G-d promises the people that He will ensure peaceful co-existence and harmony within the 
Jewish nation. That in itself will provide the umbrella against attacks from foreign enemies, "And the sword 
shall not go through your Land". Shabbat Shalom
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having faith in God and commitment to 
the mitzvot.

Moreover, there is the positive outgrowth 
of obedience and loyalty to the Torah: 
“Blessed is the man who trusts in God; to 
whom God will be his trust. For he shall be 
like a tree planted by the water, and which 
spreads its roots out into a stream, so it will 
not be affected when heat comes, and its 
leaves shall be green, and in the year of 
drought will not be anxious, neither shall 
it cease from bearing fruit.”

The haftorah concludes with a declara-
tion of hope and salvation: “Heal me, O 
God, then shall I be healed; help me, then 
I shall be helped, for You are my praise!” 
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate 
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the 
parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes. 

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA                
13+5 P'SUKIM - 25:1-18

[P> 25:1 (7)] One of the most famous 
sedra openers in the Torah: "And G-d 
spoke to Moshe AT HAR SINAI saying..."

The unusual nature of the pasuk is 
based on the rare additional words 
in the otherwise very familiar pasuk: 
And G-d spoke to Moshe saying (which 
occurs 69 times). The mitzvot that 
follow deal with Sh'mita, the Sabbatical 
year. A basic element of our belief is 
that the whole Torah was revealed by 
G-d to Moshe (and by him to us) at Sinai 
(and not just the Ten Commandments, 
as many people - Jews and non-Jews - 
claim). Why then mention the location 
of this particular set of commands?

Note too, that the Torah identifies 
location of G-d's speaking to Moshe, five 
other times: Thrice B'MIDBAR SINAI and 
twice B'ARVOT MO'AV. But this time is 

STATS

MITZVOT

B&BBECHUKBEHAR
-33rd32ndof 54 sedras in Torah 
-10th9thof 10 in Vayikra

23013199Lines
-47th50thRank (Among The 54)

1257Parshiyot
431P’tuchot
826S’tumot

1357857P’sukim
-46/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

17501013737Words
-47/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

680939922817Letters
-47/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

B%BBECHUKBEHAR

14+227+57+17Mitzvot (pos/prohib)

Although with "only" 24 mitzvot, B'har does 
not seem to be in the major league of mitzva 
sedras, the fact is that there are only 7 sedras 
with more mitzvot than B'har. There are 
46 sedras with fewer. Yet there are only 4 
sedras smaller than B'har and 49 longer. Even 
B'chukotai's 12 puts it tied (with Va'etchanan) 
for 15th place.

BEHAR 
BECHUKOTAI
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

The Walking 
Tour

I am the type of person who has always 
believed that the only way to learn about 
something important is to buy a book about 
it. For example, it has been my good fortune 
to have traveled widely in my life and to 
have visited many interesting cities. Invari-
ably, I bought guidebooks before each such 
visit, with detailed itineraries describing 
the “not to be missed” sites in those cities.

Eventually, I learned that there is a much 
better way to come to know a new city than 
to read a book about it. It is more interesting, 
more entertaining, and more inspiring to 
simply walk around the city aimlessly. I have 
even stopped buying those books which pro-
vide maps of walking tours around the city. 
Instead I just wander, and have never been 
disappointed in the process.

The list of cities which I have aimlessly 
explored has grown quite long over the 
years. It includes my own native New York, 
the holy city of Jerusalem, numerous cities 
in the United States, and several in Europe 
such as London, Rome and Prague.

Despite the diversity of these cities, I 

inevitably end up in one of two destinations: 
either a used bookstore, or a small park, 
usually one in which children are playing.

The last time I had this experience, I was 
quite taken aback and muttered to myself, 
“I guess my feet take me where my heart 
wants me to go.”

As soon as those words occurred to me, I 
realized that they were not my own words 
at all. Rather, I was preceded in that reac-
tion by two very glorious figures in Jewish 
history: the great sage Hillel, and no one 
less than King David. That brings us to this 
week’s Torah portion, Parshat Bechukotai 
(Leviticus 26:3-27:34).

The parsha begins: “If you follow My laws 
and faithfully observe My commandments, 
I will grant your rains in their season...”

That is the standard translation of this 
opening verse. But a more literal trans-
lation would begin not, “If you follow My 
laws,” but rather, “If you walk in My laws.” 
Most translators understandably choose the 
word “follow” over the literal “walk” in this 
context.

But the Midrash takes a different 
approach. It retains the literal “walk,” 
and links it to the phrase in Psalms 119:59 
which reads, “I have considered my ways, 
and have turned my steps to Your decrees”. 
After linking the verse in our Torah por-
tion with this verse from Psalms, the 
Midrash continues, putting these words 
into the mouth of King David: “Master of 

Refuah Shleima to our granddaughter 
Hallel Miriam Chana

bat Rivka Nechman Tziona
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the universe, each and every day I would 
decide to go to such and such a place, or 
to such and such a dwelling, but my feet 
would bring me to synagogues and study 
halls, as it is written: ‘I have turned my 
steps to Your decrees.’”

Long before this Midrash was composed, 
but long after the life of King David, the rab-
binic sage Hillel is recorded by the Talmud 
to have said, “To the place which I love, that 
is where my feet guide me.” (Sukkah 53a)

The lesson is clear. Our unconscious 
knows our authentic inner preferences 
very well. So much so that no matter what 
our conscious plans are, our feet take us to 
where we really want to be. To take myself 
as an example, I may have told myself when 
I visited some new city that I wanted to see 
its ancient ruins, its museums, its palaces 
and Houses of Parliament. But my inner 
self knew better and instructed my feet to 
direct me to the musty old bookstores where 
I could browse to my heart’s content. Or to 
off-the-beaten-path, leafy parks where I 
could observe children at play.

This Midrash understands the opening 
phrase of our parsha, “If you walk in my 
laws,” as indicating the Torah’s desire that 
we internalize God’s laws thoroughly so that 
they become our major purpose in life. Even 
if we initially define our life’s journey in 
terms of very different goals, God’s laws will 
hopefully become our ultimate destination.

There are numerous other ways suggested 
by commentaries throughout the ages to 
understand the literal phrase, “If you walk in 

my ways.” Indeed, Rabbi Chaim ibn Atar, the 
great 18th century author of Ohr HaChaim, 
enumerates no less than 42 explanations of 
the phrase.

Several of his explanations, while not 
identical to that of our Midrash, are consis-
tent with it and help us understand it more 
deeply.

For example, he suggests that by using 
the verb “walk,” the Torah is suggesting to 
us that it is sometimes important in religious 
life to leave one’s familiar environment. One 
must “walk,” embark on a journey to some 
distant place, in order to fully realize his or 
her religious mission. It is hard to be innova-
tive, it is hard to change, in the presence of 
people who have known us all of our lives.

Ohr HaChaim also leaves us with the fol-
lowing profound insight, which the author 
bases upon a passage in the sourcebook of 
the Kabbalah, the Zohar: 

“Animals do not change their nature. They 
are not ‘walkers.’ But humans are ‘walkers.’ 
We are always changing our habits, ‘walking 
away’ from base conduct to noble conduct, 
and from lower levels of behavior to higher 
ones. ‘Walking,’ progressing, is our very 
essence. ‘Walking’ distinguishes us from the 
rest of God’s creatures.”

The phrase “to walk” is thus a powerful 
metaphor for who we are. No wonder, then, 
that this final portion of the Book of Leviticus 
begins with such a choice of words. All of life 
is a journey, and despite our intentions, we 
somehow arrive at Bechukotai, “My laws,” 
so that we end our journey through this 
third book of the Bible with these words:

“These are the commandments that the 
Lord gave Moses for the people of Israel on 
Mount Sinai.” 
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The Politics of 
Responsibility

The twenty-sixth chapter of the book of 
Vayikra sets out, with stunning clarity, the 
terms of Jewish life under the covenant. 
On the one hand, there is an idyllic picture 
of the blessing of Divine favour: If Israel 
follows God’s decrees and keeps His com-
mands, there will be rain, the earth will 
yield its fruit, there will be peace, the peo-
ple will flourish, they will have children, 
and the Divine presence will be in their 
midst. God will make them free. 

“I broke the bars of your yoke and 
enabled you to walk with heads held 
high.” (Lev. 26:13)

The other side of the equation, though, 
is terrifying: the curses that will befall the 
nation should the Israelites fail to honour 
their mission as a holy nation:

“But if you will not listen to Me and 

carry out all these commands… I will 
bring upon you sudden terror, wasting 
diseases and fever that will destroy your 
sight and drain away your life. You will 
plant seed in vain, because your enemies 
will eat it… If after all this you will not lis-
ten to Me, I will punish you for your sins 
seven times over. I will break down your 
stubborn pride and make the sky above 
you like iron and the ground beneath you 
like bronze… I will turn your cities into 
ruins and lay waste your sanctuaries, 
and I will take no delight in the pleasing 
aroma of your offerings. I will lay waste 
the land… As for those of you who are left, 
I will make their hearts so fearful in the 
lands of their enemies that the sound of 
a windblown leaf will put them to flight. 
They will run as though fleeing from the 
sword, and they will fall, even though no 
one is pursuing them. (Lev. 26:14-36)

Read in its entirety, this passage is more 
like Holocaust literature than anything 
else. The repeated phrases – “If after all 
this. . . If despite this. . . If despite every-
thing” – come like hammer-blows of fate. 
It is a passage shattering in its impact, 
all the more so since so much of it came 
true at various times in Jewish history. Yet 
the curses end with the most profound 
promise of ultimate consolation. Despite 

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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everything God will not break His cove-
nant with the Jewish people. Collectively 
they will be eternal. They may suffer, but 
they will never be destroyed. They will 
undergo exile but eventually they will 
return.

Stated with the utmost drama, this is 
the logic of covenant. Unlike other con-
ceptions of history or politics, covenant 
sees nothing inevitable or even natural 
about the fate of a people. Israel will not 
follow the usual laws of the rise and fall of 
civilisations. The Jewish people were not 
to see their national existence in terms of 
cosmology, written into the structure of 
the universe, immutable and fixed for all 
time, as did the ancient Mesopotamians 
and Egyptians. Nor were they to see their 
history as cyclical, a matter of growth and 
decline. Instead, it would be utterly depen-
dent on moral considerations. If Israel 
stayed true to its mission, it would flour-
ish. If it drifted from its vocation, it would 
suffer defeat after defeat.

Only one other nation in history has 
consistently seen its fate in similar terms, 
namely the United States. The influence 
of the Hebrew Bible on American history 
– carried by the Pilgrim Fathers and reit-
erated in presidential rhetoric ever since 
– was decisive. Here is how one writer 
described the faith of Abraham Lincoln:

We are a nation formed by a covenant, 
by dedication to a set of principles and by 
an exchange of promises to uphold and 
advance certain commitments among our-
selves and throughout the world. Those 
principles and commitments are the core 
of American identity, the soul of the body 
politic. They make the American nation 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

 

 

 
 

www.angelrealty.co.il 
  

For Sale in Jerusalem, Ramot B, 
Amazing cottage with stunning 
view, 8.5 rooms, great location. 
5,500,000 NIS 

 
 

For Rent in Zayit, Efrat 
Beautiful house, 8 rooms. 300m. 
Move in date 1/8/22. 15,900 NIS 
Contact Gabi for more information 
0524588716 

  

  
Gabi- 0524588716  

  



16     TORAH TIDBITS 1468 / BECHUKOTAI 5782

unique, and uniquely valuable, among 
and to the other nations. But the other side 
of the conception contains a warning very 
like the warnings spoken by the prophets 
to Israel: if we fail in our promises to each 
other, and lose the principles of the cove-
nant, then we lose everything, for they are 
we.1 

Covenantal politics is moral politics, 
driving an elemental connection between 
the fate of a nation and its vocation. This is 
statehood as a matter not of power but of 
ethical responsibility.

One might have thought that this kind 
of politics robbed a nation of its freedom. 
Spinoza argued just this. “This, then, was 
the object of the ceremonial law,” he wrote, 
“that men should do nothing of their own 
free will, but should always act under 
external authority, and should continually 
confess by their actions and thoughts that 
they were not their own masters.”2 How-
ever, in this respect, Spinoza was wrong. 
Covenant theology is emphatically a poli-
tics of liberty.

What is happening in Vayikra 26 is an 
application to a nation as a whole of the 
proposition God spelled out to individuals 
at the beginning of human history:

Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you 
angry? Why is your face downcast? If you 
do what is right, will you not be accepted? 
But if you do not do what is right, sin is 
crouching at your door; it desires to have 
you, but you must master it.” (Gen. 4:6-7)

1  John Schaar, Legitimacy and the Modern 
State, p. 291.
2  Benedict de Spinoza, Theologico-Politi-
cal Treatise, 2004, ch. 5, p. 76.

The choice – God is saying – is in your 
hands. You are free to do what you choose. 
But actions have consequences. You can-
not overeat and take no exercise, and at 
the same time stay healthy. You cannot act 
selfishly and win the respect of other peo-
ple. You cannot allow injustices to prevail 
and sustain a cohesive society. You cannot 
let rulers use power for their own ends 
without destroying the basis of a free and 
gracious social order. There is nothing mys-
tical about these ideas. They are eminently 
intelligible. But they are also, and inescap-
ably, moral.

I brought you from slavery to freedom – 
says God – and I empower you to be free. 
But I cannot and will not abandon you. I 
will not intervene in your choices, but I will 
instruct you on what choices you ought to 
make. I will teach you the constitution of 
liberty.

The first and most important principle 
is this: A nation cannot worship itself and 
survive. Sooner or later, power will corrupt 
those who wield it. If fortune favours it and 
it grows rich, it will become self-indulgent 
and eventually decadent. Its citizens will no 
longer have the courage to fight for their 
liberty, and it will fall to another, more 
Spartan power.

If there are gross inequalities, the people 
will lack a sense of the common good. If 
government is high-handed and non-ac-
countable, it will fail to command the loyalty 
of the people. None of this takes away your 
freedom. It is simply the landscape within 
which freedom is to be exercised. You may 
choose this way or that, but not all paths 
lead to the same destination.

To stay free, a nation must worship 
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something greater than itself, nothing less 
than God, together with the belief that all 
human beings are created in His image. 
Self-worship on a national scale leads 
to totalitarianism and the extinction of 
liberty. It took the loss of more than 100 
million lives in the twentieth century to 
remind us of this truth.

In the face of suffering and loss, there are 
two fundamentally different questions an 
individual or nation can ask, and they lead 
to quite different outcomes. The first is, 
“What did I, or we, do wrong?” The second 
is, “Who did this to us?” It is not an exag-
geration to say that this is the fundamental 
choice governing the destinies of people.

The latter leads inescapably to what is 
today known as the victim culture. It locates 
the source of evil outside oneself. Someone 
else is to blame. It is not I or we who are at 
fault, but some external cause. The attrac-
tion of this logic can be overpowering. It 
generates sympathy. It calls for, and often 
evokes, compassion. It is, however, deeply 
destructive. It leads people to see them-
selves as objects, not subjects. They are 
done to, not doers; passive, not active. The 
results are anger, resentment, rage and a 
burning sense of injustice. None of these, 
however, ever leads to freedom, since by 
its very logic this mindset abdicates respon-
sibility for the current circumstances in 
which one finds oneself. Blaming others is 
the suicide of liberty.

Blaming oneself, by contrast, is difficult. 
It means living with constant self-criticism. 
It is not a route to peace of mind. Yet it is 
profoundly empowering. It implies that, 
precisely because we accept responsibility 
for the bad things that have happened, we 
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

also have the ability to chart a different 
course in the future. Within the terms set 
by covenant, the outcome depends on us. 
That is the logical geography of hope, and 
it rests on the choice Moses was later to 
define in these words:

This day I call Heaven and Earth as wit-
nesses against you, that I have set before 
you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Now choose life, so that you and your chil-
dren may live. (Deut. 30:19)

One of the most profound contribution 
Torah made to the civilisation of the West 
is this: that the destiny of nations lies not 
in the externalities of wealth or power, 
fate or circumstance, but in moral respon-
sibility: the responsibility for creating 
and sustaining a society that honours the 
image of God within each of its citizens, 
rich and poor, powerful or powerless 
alike.

The politics of responsibility is not easy. 
The curses of Vayikra 26 are the very 
reverse of comforting. Yet the profound 
consolations with which they end are not 
accidental, nor are they wishful think-
ing. They are testimony to the power of 
the human spirit when summoned to the 
highest vocation. A nation that sees itself 
as responsible for the evils that befall it, is 
also a nation that has an inextinguishable 
power of recovery and return. 

Yitchak Kowalsky

Best Listings in and around Jerusalem

4 apts of 4 bdrms
115 sqm + balcony

High-end specs
starting from 3,500,000 NIS

 
 

Unique Freestanding House in Baka
 
 

500 sqm fully renovated villa
5 bdrms, 5 baths

Huge underground parking
Large private garden with building rights

054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

Freestanding House 
in Efrat

On Hagefen St.
Over 400 sqm on 4 levels

2 separate units
Full of potential!

Asking price upon request

Penthouse in New Project
in Katamon

 Approx 220 sqm duplex PH
75 sqm terrace
High-end specs
Ready in 2024

Right around the corner from
Shtibelach

 

Great Investment
Opportunity

Apartment in the Heart of Talbiye

3.5 rms, 2 full baths, across from Inbal Hotel, A/C + heating, elevator, parking

FOR RENT

Efrat 
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Today’s reading is an especially 
difficult one to follow as almost 
half of its psukim describe the 

horrific punishments that would befall 
Israel if they ignore the laws Hashem 
commands them. These warnings include 
horrible diseases, military defeat and sub-
jugation, drought and famine, eventual 
exile and, with that, the loss of their land. 
Studying the verses of the “tochacha”, 
indeed, simply listening to them, is not an 
easy task-especially for a generation who 
has seen the fulfillment of the horrific 
prophecies. 

The tannaitic scholars faced the unen-
viable task of choosing a fitting selection 
from the nevi’im (prophets) to serve as the 
haftarah for this parasha. Unfortunately, 
there are ample prophecies in the Tanach 
that speak of the terrible punishments 
that would befall the fickle nation (we 
need only peruse the selections we read 
over the pre-Tish’a B’Av Shabbatot), so it 
is understandable for us to wonder why, 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

given to many possible prophetic read-
ings, the Rabbinic scholars choose these 
16th and 17th prakim of the navi Yirmiyahu, 
those chosen as this week’s haftarah. 

I would suggest that perhaps the rab-
banim, in their choice of these chapters, 
purposely left a subtle message of hope 
for future generations. The admonition 
found in the parasha is preceded by a 
description of the rewards awaiting the 
faithful and closes with the reassurance 
that Hashem would remember them and 
redeem them. The “curses”, therefore, are 
“sandwiched” in between the comforting 
words of reward and those of redemption. 
(Indeed, as I have pointed out before, the 
very usage of “curses” to describe this sec-
tion is misleading, for they are meant as 
“warnings” of what COULD happen – not 
what WILL happen). 

The navi Yirmiyahu follows that same 
pattern in the chapters of the haftarah. The 
opening words mark a break from the pre-
ceding prophecies of doom as Yirmiyahu 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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calls out to Hashem as his “refuge” and 
“stronghold, depicting a time when G-d 
will be recognized by all and when all 
idolatry would be rejected as falsehood. 
Only then does the navi go on to condemn 
Israel for her sins. But even these words of 
condemnation are followed by a beautiful 
description of the reward that awaits the 
righteous who trust in Hashem and close 
with the message that Hashem remains 
the source of hope for Israel. An uplifting 
ending to the harsh prophetic words of 
criticism.

The truth is that these prophecies, diffi-
cult as they are, were meant to bring Israel 
back to G-d; not frighten them away. The 
prophet knows full-well that there must 
always be hope in his message so that 
his words will encourage people and not 
depress them.

We have witnessed the realization of 
the frightening predictions found both 
in the parasha and in the haftarah. But 
we have also begun to see the fruition of 
the promised blessings and consolations 
from G-d. Chazal, through their choice of 
prophecies, reminded us that curses will 
be followed by blessings and tragedies 
with celebrations.

We, who have passed through the weeks 
of Yom HaShoah and Yom HaZikaron and 
have, over the years, felt the misfortunes 
and heartbreaks; now look forward to 
experiencing the celebrations. 

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Renewal vs 
Change 

ם: יֶת֖ם אֹתָֽ ֲעשִׂ ְמרּ֔ו וַֽ שְׁ ֵל֑כּו ְוֶאת־ִמְצוֹ ַת֣י תִּ ֻחּקַֹת֖י תֵּ ִאם־בְּ

If you follow My statutes and observe My 
commandments and perform them (Vayikra 
26:3)

Much ink has been spilled explaining 
this pasuk. The Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh 
has 42 different interpretations of this 
pasuk. We will highlight an important and 
relevant lesson derived from this pasuk 
by the Menachem Tzion, Rav Menachem 
Sacks, the son-in law of Rav Tzvi Pesach 
Frank. 

Torat Hashem Temima Meshi-
vat Nafesh” – only when 
Torah is complete does it 
restore the soul

In every generation there are movements 
among even observant Jews to “modern-
ize” Judaism in an unhealthy way. Such 
individuals desire to maintain the “logical” 

principles of the Torah and they claim 
that in order to preserve our religion in a 
modern society, we should relinquish the 
irrational mitzvot, known as “chukim”.  In 
an advanced society, we need to adapt our 
religion to the times.  

The Gemara (Shabbat 31b) states that 
when a person passes away, one of the 
questions that Hashem will ask of them 
is: “Kavata itim laTorah?” Did you set 
aside time to study Torah?” But we have, 
on occasion, suggested another interpreta-
tion. “Did you adjust the times – the norms 
and influences of the day – to the precepts 
of the Torah rather than trying to adjust 
the Torah to fit with the times? (the lat-
ter would reflect -kavata Torah La’itim). 
The influence should be from within the 
Torah environment to the outside world 
and not the opposite. Some people try to 
adapt the Torah to modern times. They 
suggest that we be “open-minded” about 
contemporary norms and values.  We say 
that, on the contrary, we need to open our 
minds to accept the Torah and adapt our 
lives to it.

History testifies that once change is insti-
tuted at the “chukim” level, it eventually 
leads to the demise of the observance of 
rational mitzvot as well. Trying to mod-
ernize the Torah leads one down a slippery 
slope. Torat Hashem Temima Meshivat 
Nafesh” – only when Torah is complete does 
it restore the soul. 

Platinum MortgagesPlatinum Mortgages
Specializing in obtaining preferred loans for  

English speaking clients in Israel and abroad.
 At Platinum the client is the emphasis!

Email:  shmuelbrochin@gmail.com
0509882183/ 0527169290 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         23

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik distinguished 
between a “mechadesh” (renewal) and a 
“mesahane” (change).  It is important to 
constantly evaluate how to perform mitz-
vot properly in different situations.  During 
the covid period gedolei hador were chal-
lenged with many new halachic questions 
that arose and many treatises were written 
to address those issues.  As Hazal tell us 
“ein bet midrash b’li chidush”.  However, to 
be “mesahane” – change halacha to adapt 
to modern times is prohibited.  

The Menachem Tzion interprets our 
pasuk as follows.  If you follow my statues 
(“im b’hukotai telechu”), only if you keep 
the mitzvot, the chukim that may be diffi-
cult to comprehend, only then – will you 
continue to observe the rational mitzvot.  
Once chukim are ignored, other Mitzvot 
are later disregarded as well. 

During this period between Pesach and 
Shavuot as we prepare for our celebra-
tion of Matan Torah, may we strengthen 
our learning and observance of Torah and 
mitzvot, both chukim and mishaptim and 
transmit the full mesorah to future gener-
ations. Only then we will be worthy of the 
blessings that are promised in the follow-
ing pesukim - peace and prosperity in the 
Land of Israel! 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

ARNONA WITH GARDEN - Nice 3 rooms, modern 
building, private garden 76m, good shape, quiet, 
storageroom, parking, Exclusive, 2,800,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON - 3 new buildings, a few 
apartments of 4 rooms, Shabbat elevator, sukkah 
balcony or garden, quiet, luxury, storageroom, 
parking, starting at 4,400,000 NIS
MUSRARA CLOSE TO THE OLD CITY - Charming 
5.5 rooms, 137m, Arabic style, high ceilings, first 
floor, sukkah, apartment with character, quiet, 
exclusive, 4,750,000 NIS
ARNONA CLOSE TO BAKA -  Great Penthouse,  
5 rooms, 90m balconies with view, modern 
building with elevator, master bedroom, good 
shape, 3 directions, 3 parking, 5,600,000 NIS 
UNIQUE HOUSE IN OLD KATAMON - Great 
location, Beautiful house on a dunam plot, huge  
garden, Arabic style,quiet, 2 parkings spots, rare!

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Azriel ben Chaya Michal

• AFS
• Avraham ben Baila Hinda

 • שלמה בן אסתר 
 • יהונתן בן מחלה

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Mitzvah 
Mindset

Parashat Bechukotai is well known for 
the extensive blessings and curses outlined 
if Am Yisrael follows the ways of the Torah. 
We find a fascinating stipulation, “Ve’im 
telchu imi keri, if you behave casually with 
Me…then I shall lay a further blow upon 
you,” (Vayikra 26:21).  It seems we are held 
responsible for relating with Hashem with 
the attitude of keri, casually or with hap-
penstance.  What does this mean? How is it 
manifested in our daily behavior?

Rav Gamliel Rabinovich in Tiv HaTorah 
explains that this easily refers to one who 
learns and practices mitzvot yet lacks focus 
and passion in his actions.  In particular, 
Rav Rabinovich is critical of one who multi- 
tasks while doing mitzvot.  When a person 
performs a task and is distracted by other 
things, it demonstrates that the task is not a 
primary focus. For example, one who stacks 
dishes and clears his table while he recites 
birkat hamazon or tries to open a water bot-
tle while making the brachah shehakol is 
not thinking about the mitzvah he is doing 

rather he is concentrating on cleaning up or 
getting the bottle open. We can only do one 
thing at a time and that one thing is getting 
our dominant attention. When we do other 
things while performing a mitzvah “we walk 
with Hashem casually, with happenstance”. 
It degrades the mitzvah and negatively 
affects our relationship with Hashem.

Rabbi Kaufman in Mishchat Shemen 
advises to try and do a mitzvah with the 
fullness of one’s being and presence of 
mind. We should activate all three aspects 
of anything we do: the thought, speech, 
and the deed. Ideally, when we set out to a 
mitzvah, we should be mindful of one we 
are about to do, we should articulate the 
mitzvah we are about to fulfill, and then 
do the mitzvah with conscious action. For 
example, how much more elevated the 
experience of paying a worker can be we 
have in mind that this is a mitzvah from 
the Torah, if we say the specific passuk, 
“beyomo titen secharo”, or articulate the 
mitzvah, and then actually pay the person. 
In doing so, we raise the experience from 
one of incidental circumstance, keri to one 
of focus, and true intent.

Acting this way allows us to break from 
living a life of habit to living with meaning 
and purpose. Rav Reiss in Merosh Tzurim 
explains that although much of our mitzvah 
observance operates on automatic pilot, we 
must make the effort to be more alert, to 
know when and how to invest these actions 
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JERUSALEM SALES 
RECHAVIA 
Spacious 5 room 160 sqm apt. 4 air exposures! 
50 sqm succah terrace. Very comfortable home!
OLD KATAMON
* In a small building, 125 sqm, private entrance,

3 exposures, Excellent potential, NIS 4,000,000!  
* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm spacious duplex, succah, 

private elevator.
TALBIEH
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, elevator, NIS 2,590,000! 
HAR NOF
* Shlav B- 4 bedrooms, 3 air exposures,

magnicent view! NIS 3,000,000.
* Shlav A- penthouse 144 sqm, 3 air exposures,

80 sqm terrace, magnicent view! NIS 4,300,000.
* Villa - 720 sqm lot, spacious 330 sqm 3 level home.

10+ rooms. Lots of outdoor space!
HAR NOF RENTAL:
Shlav A - Spacious renovated 4 bdrms.
semi furnished, MB en suite, succah! NIS 8,000

with more meaning. This can be compared 
to the way a seasoned driver navigates his 
car.  Although his decisions to accelerate 
or break are more instinctive, he is always 
alert to his surroundings on the road and 
will respond appropriately. We can be that 
‘alert driver’ and infuse or mitzvah obser-
vance with consciousness and intent.

Rav Gifter in Pirkei Torah adds that the 
more we invest our energy into living a 
Torah life, the more we find the sweetness 
and beauty in such a life. One who relates 
to Torah and mitzvot when it is convenient 
or only when he’s in the mood is primarily 
serving himself. This kind of attitude is what 
the Torah means by keri, happenstance. 
Each one of us has the capacity and bechirah 
to make Torah “our lives, and the length of 
our days”, it just takes a bit more application 
and focused direction.  

Unlock Your Fundraising Potential
Launch a P2P campaign that attracts new donors and larger donations 

TRUSTED BY 1000+ Organizations
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Hello,  
It’s Nice to 
Meet Me!

At the behest of the Friediker Rebbe (the 
Previous Lubavitcher Rebbe, Reb Yosef 
Yitzchok, zy’a), Rabbi Moshe Yitzchak & 
Rebbetzin Rivkah Hecht had been the 
Chabad shlichim in New Haven, Connecti-
cut, since 1941. 

Within days of arriving in New Haven, 
Rabbi Hecht began literally knocking on 
doors and visiting families in the com-
munity to encourage them to enroll their 
children in the city’s first Jewish day 
school, located in a dining room. As years 
unfolded, the burdens of an expanding 
community, of managing a shul, a day 
school, a yeshivah, a mikvah, open Shab-
bos dinners with dozens of guests, raising 
their own children, offering extensive 
adult educational programs…it all began 
to weigh on him. 

In 1974, as the debt and demands on his 
time and resources continued to mount, 
he wrote to the Rebbe, complaining that 

in more than 30 years of shlichus, despite 
his dedicated, hard work, he felt he 
hadn’t made much progress. Feeling over-
whelmed, he considered the possibility that 
he simply could not continue in the role. He 
ended with a sincere plea that the Rebbe 
should consider their difficulties, “and help 
and do all he can.” 

The Rebbe’s response was indicative of 
how the leader of a generation believes in 
others and empowers all who turn to him 
for guidance: 

“... I have already followed your advice 
and done as you’ve suggested; I’ve sent 
there Rabbi Moshe Yitzchak Hecht. But it 
appears from your letter and from those 
preceding it that you don’t yet know him 
and are not familiar with the strengths and 
capabilities with which he is endowed.

Whatever the case, you should get to 
know him now. Immediately, everything 
will change—your mood, your trust in God 
and simchas ha-chayim…

ָלֶכם  ְולֹא־ִתְהֶיה  ָאִין  ְורֵֹדף  ֵני־ֶחֶרב  ִמפְּ כְּ ָאִחיו  ִאיׁש־בְּ לּו  ְוָכשְׁ

קּוָמה ִלְפֵני אְֹיֵביֶכם תְּ

Each man will stumble over his brother, 
[fleeing] as if from the sword, but without 
a pursuer. You will not be able to stand up 
against your enemies

ּגוִֹים ְוָאְכָלה ֶאְתֶכם ֶאֶרץ ֽאְֹיֵביֶכם: ם בַּ   ַוֲאַבְדתֶּ

You will become lost among the nations, 
and the land of your enemies will consume 
you. (26:37-38)
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 
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Rashi clarifies the import of these verses: 
“With fear in their hearts, they will run and 
flee in panic, and will stumble over each 
other… כשתהיו פזורים תהיו אבודים זה מזה When 
you will be scattered, you will become lost 
from one another.”

The students of the Baal Shem Tov 
expanded this interpretation: אבודים, avu-
dim, means not only ‘lost from one another’, 
but also lost and exiled within — ‘You will 
lose your sense of self.’ 

The frightening warnings and prophecies 
of our sedra parallel those of the Tochachah 
in Parshas Ki Savo detailing horrific suffer-
ing, poverty, war, famine and exile. Worst 
of all perhaps is this verse: 

ֻלִאים ְלָך ִמנֶֶּגד ְוָהיּו ַחיֶּיָך תְּ

And your life will hang in suspense 
before you.

ּוָפַחְדתָּ ַלְיָלה ְויוָֹמם

You will be in fear night and day,
ַחיֶּיָך: ְולֹא ַתֲאִמין בְּ

and you will not believe in your life….
This is the greatest suffering, to not 

believe in our lives, to have no faith in one-
self, no confidence, purpose or self-esteem. 
One can become “lost” to a sense of listless-
ness, alienation and placelessness, always 
thinking that who we are and what we do 
is not enough, that our efforts don’t mat-
ter, that life is too difficult. In this state, it is 
not long until one becomes פזורים, scattered, 
and אבודים, lost to oneself.

While serving as the Rav of Boisk, Latvia, 
the great Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen 
Kook, zy’a, filled numerous journals with 
Torah thoughts, poetry and personal reflec-
tions. In one passage, he reflects on the 
ability to recognize the spiritual ‘diamond’ 

within ourselves and others, as essential to 
our path:

“Until a person teaches himself to truly 
appreciate מעלת נשמת האדם מעלת נשמת ישראל 
 the eminence of the human ומעלת ארץ הקודשה
soul, the eminence of the Jewish People, and 
the eminence of the Holy Land — including 
the proper yearning that each and every 
Jew should have for the rebuilding of the 
Temple, the restoration of greatness to the 
Jewish People, and their elevation in this 
world — it is almost impossible for him to 
truly ‘taste Divine service.”

May the message of our sedra awaken 
us, and make us recognize and reveal our 
abilities and strengths. And may we “meet 
ourselves”, become who we really are, and 
merit that “immediately, everything will 
change—our mood, our trust in God and 
simchas ha-chayim…” 

City Center: luxurious 5-room penthouse, 235m, 
nice big terrace facing a fabulous panoramic view of 
Jerusalem and the Old City, 2 private parking spots, 
17,500,000 NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130m, Sukkah 
balconies, 4 exposures, Shabat elevator,  
small  & quiet building 5,200,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 108m, sukkah 
balcony, Shabbat elevator, underfloor heating,  
high standard, private parking, 4,400,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95m, balcony, 
open view, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,290,000 NIS
Baka: 4-room apartment, 94m, balcony,  
Shabbat elevator, parking 3,400,000 NIS
Arnona: 4-room apartment, 90m, master suite, 
balcony, elevator, private parking 3,100,000 NIS
Talpiot: 4.5 room apartment, 94m, Sukkah balcony, 
parking, 2,650,000 NIS

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 
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DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, 

call Ruth 02-628-7359  
or Judy 054-569-0410

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Shabbat afternoon shiur with  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres - 5:15pm  

in the back garden of the 
OU Israel Center

Please Note: The Dorot Please Note: The Dorot 
Intergenerational choir performances Intergenerational choir performances 

on Monday & Tuesday, May 30-31 areon Monday & Tuesday, May 30-31 are

SOLD OUTSOLD OUT
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www.theisraelcalendar.org
Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your program 
with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

Visit The Israel Calendar to 
explore English-language events 
taking place all over the country! 
The Israel Calendar  is an online platform showcasing virtual 

and in-person English-speaking programming throughout 

the country. All events posted on the calendar are designed 

for Olim seeking to connect with like-minded Anglos while 

benefiting from English-oriented events.
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הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815

Tel/Whatts App |  +972 50 446 9515
toviyah@israel-properties.com

www.israel-properties.com

Neve Shamir קו ראשון
Penthouse whole floor to yourself      

6 rooms ( Keys in few months ) 
Excellent  Project and Best 

location in the city. 
3,999,000 NIS  Hurry We have 

offers  

קו ראשון

Beautiful, 6 bedroom,  
3 bathroom, large garden, 

stunning view, Cottage available 
for long-term rental in Kochav 

Hashachar.
7100NIS/month;

discounts available  
for long-term lease.

Call Yaakov @ 052-790-2029
for more details

 052-447-3489

KALMANWALKER@GMAIL.COM

BANKS

AREN'T WHAT

THEY USED TO BE

 IF YOU AND YOUR BANK IN ISRAEL OR
ABROAD AREN'T COMMUNICATING

EFFECTIVELY

IF YOU'RE PLANNING SUBSTANTIAL
TRANSFERS FROM ABROAD

IF YOU HAVE ANY BANKING QUESTIONS

Kalman Walker
B A N K I N G
C O N S U L T A N TW

 

K
 

LET ME HELP YOU
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Parshat Bechukotai begins with the 
words; “Im bechukotai teleichu” - “If 
you walk in my statutes and safe-

guard my commandments and fulfill them, 
then I will provide rain at its proper time.”

Rashi, in a famous comment explains 
the words, Im Bechukotai Teleichu- if you 
walk in my statutes, to be an instruction 
to immerse ourselves in Torah- Shetihiyu 
Ameilim BaTorah-to immerse oneself in the 
labor of Torah.

How are we to understand this insight of 
Rashi?

In the fifth chapter of Sefer Iyov (verse 7) 
we read: adam le’amel yulad....A person is 
born to toil/labor.

The Great Chasidic Master, the Avodat 
Yisrael of Koshnitz zy’a points out that 
the word L’Amel- lamed, ayin, mem, 
lamed is an acronym for the words Lilmod 
al menat lelamed- to study Torah, in order 
that we may teach it to others.

How are we to fulfill the precept to walk 
in Hashem’s statutes? By delving into the 
Torah’s wisdom, and sharing the relevance, 
morality and beauty of Torah with others.

Rabbi Avraham Borenstein, the Avnei 
Nezer, the first Rebbe of Sokatchov,zy’a  
defines this experience of ameilut b’Torah 

with these words from the introduction to 
his work Eglei Tal. 

‘The essential definition of immersion in 
Torah is that one needs to find fulfillment, 
and sweetness or pleasantness in that which 
is being learned...’

Rav Kook zy’a, in  the ninth chapter of 
Orot HaTorah, echoes these sentiments, 
and says though it is important that a per-
son strives to achieve basic fluency and 
fundamental knowledge of all areas of 
Torah wisdom, it is important to recognize 
that as individuals each of our souls may be 
drawn more to a particular area of Torah 
study. True ameilut, is to find those areas of 
Torah wisdom that most resonate with our 
hearts and souls, and to let the sweetness 
of that wisdom permeate our entire being.

Yehi Ratzon, that each of us may find 
that chelek in the Torah HaKedosha within 
which our neshama may truly experience 
that matikut, the sweetness of Torah, and 
be blessed to share the sweetness of Torah 
with one another.... 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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Kedushat 
Shevi’it

The handling of holy shemitah produce 
is a critical element in the observance 
of the mitzvah of shemitah. Over fifteen 
different laws of shemitah produce are 
derived from the verses regarding shem-
itah in Sefer Vayikra. This includes who 
is permitted to eat theses fruits and veg-
etables, where they can be eaten, as well 
as the use of shemitah produce in non-
food related activities. Now that summer 
is approaching, almost all produce will 
be somewhat affected by the laws of 
shemitah. 

When does produce acquire kedushat 
shevi’it?

The timing of shemitah sanctity for pro-
duce depends on the type of crop. For 
example, vegetables are holy the moment 
they are picked in the seventh year, while 
grapes or wheat must reach a third of their 
growth during the seventh year in order 
to qualify for the laws of shemitah. Other 
fruits have different markers of growth, 
which determine their status.

The timing of the shemitah year and 
the growth of the crop are often not syn-
chronized. Therefore, certain produce 
will remain kedushat shevi’it well into the 
eighth year. Rav Yechiel Michel Tikochinski 

(Sefer Hashemitah p.12), based on the Tal-
mud Yerushalmi (Shevi’it 6:2) , explains 
that the laws of kedushat shevi’it apply and 
remain after the seventh year as long as the 
fruit is still edible. This applies whether it 
has remained on the tree or has been 
cooked in a dish. Rav Tikochinski also cites 
the Talmud Yerushalmi (ibid) that fruits and 
vegetables from the sixth year do not have 
kedushat shevi’it even if they grew through-
out the seventh year. Therefore, citrus 
fruits such as oranges, which are found on 
a tree during the shemitah winter, do not 
have kedushat shevi’it Rav Tikochinski’s 
insight is accepted by all the poskim (see 
Kedushat Ha’aretz 20:12).

The consumer must be aware that shem-
itah produce can be in the markets as late 
as the spring of the eight year. Fruits kept 
in cold storage, such as apples, as well as 
dried fruits, can reach the markets at any 
time in the future. Even the mitzvah of 
forfeiting fruit can apply in the eight year. 
For example, fruit that has holy shemi-
tah status but only becomes edible after 
shemitah ends is required to be forfeited 
(hefker), even though that will only occur 
after shemitah.

In summary:
• Produce that attained kedushat 

shevi’it (each crop according to its 
timetable) retains that status even in 
the eighth year and even if it is still 
on the tree

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

• Kedushat shevi’it produce can be 
found in the markets well after 
shemitah finishes.

• If one has a garden with shemi-
tah fruit that has not ripened until 
shemitah has finished, he must still 
relinquish ownership of the pro-
duce. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

Netanya 4 room apt. rental, minimum 1 month
 Amazing sea view, Nitza Blvd, Kosher, 

available from September 1
Furnished and equipped, wifi,

aptnetanya@gmail.com
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

רפואה שלמה
הרבנית פייגא ציפורה בת הדסה

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

A Bittersweet 
Guarantee 

Navigating prophecy can be tricky. The 
dramatic shift of the past century hasn’t 
ever occurred before and we possess no tra-
dition or roadmap for direction. Moreover, 
redemption, by its very nature, isn’t logical 
and can’t be dissected analytically. Redemp-
tion will always lie beyond the reach of 
human cognition. We attempt to redeem 
our world through human effort and, when 
inevitably we come up short, Hashem 
descends into our realm and redeems it for 
us in a manner beyond human faculty and 
beyond human analysis. It is the unknow-
ability and irrationality of redemption 
which renders it redemptive. 

Unlike halacha, geulah doesn’t inhabit 
the realm of the rational and isn’t lodged 
in the logic of the mind. Halacha can be 
carefully mapped, its rituals quantified, 

and its application reasoned. Redemption 
is a great leap into the unknown of history 
and will never be driven by logic or ration. 
It is lodged in the collective Jewish heart 
and the soulful song of our troubled com-
mon historical journey. Pioneers of Jewish 
redemption must walk through a door into 
the unknown. Walking through that door 
requires both faith and imagination. 

Though geulah is uncharted territory, we 
do have a general road map and a general-
ized sense of where this process is heading. 
We have B"H entered the fourth and final 
chapter of history. The first historical phase 
of 2500 years was characterized by theo-
logical confusion and moral mayhem. Only 
a few individuals discerned their Creator 
peering back at them through the veil of 
Nature and through the chaos of violence.  
Mass revelation at Sinai, in the year 2448, 
launched a 1300-year golden era of revela-
tion, prophecy and Jewish monarchy. This 
period provided us Messianic horizons, but 
sadly, this potential was repeatedly squan-
dered. Regrettably, we ceaselessly forfeited 
our invitation to a better future and, trag-
ically, we were cast out of history into a 
two-thousand year trek through the wilder-
ness of time. After 2000 years of waiting, we 
have finally advanced to the final phase of 
history. It may take some time, but the road 
back to utopia has shifted into full gear. We 
have turned the handle and entered a new 
room of history. How long it will take us to 
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Andrew David Shiller, MD
Integrative Pain Management

Harvard Trained

Healing Pain 
When Drugs and Procedures Don't Help

In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, and
by Telemedicine in Israel, NY, CT,

NJ, FL, VA

drshiller.com/consult
 058-789-0369 

scan me for
more info 

traverse this room is anyone’s guess. 
How do we know? Perhaps a third exile 

awaits us, crouching unseen in the jungle 
of history, ready to pounce and overwhelm 
our meager accomplishments. Ironically, 
the reassurance that we will not suffer a 
third exile is encoded within the gloomy 
tochacha sections of the Torah which 
describe our expulsion into exile. At the 
very moment that Hashem scatters us into 
the diaspora, He embeds deeply-coded clues 
for our return. On the way out, He waives 
us back in! 

A careful analysis of the differences 
between the two tochachot yields an 
important clue. The Ramban discerns close 
to a dozen differences between the first 
tochacha storyline and the second tochacha 
narrative. Based on these discrepancies, he 
associates the first tochacha in Bechukotai 
with the first exile and the second tochacha 
in Ki Tavo with the long exile of 2000 years.  

Remarkably, this assignment of an “exile” 
to each of the two respective tochacha sec-
tions implies that there will never be a third 
exile. If the potential for a third churban 
existed, there would have been an addi-
tional tochacha section in the Torah. By 
providing coded descriptions of each exile 
the Torah assures us that there will not be 
a third churban. 

The former Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi 
Herzog, stressed this message of reassur-
ance at a very frightening moment of Jewish 
history. On the eve of the six-day war he trav-
eled to Australia to fundraise. Hearing that 
the Suez-canal had been sealed by the Egyp-
tians and realizing the eventuality of war, he 
hurriedly traveled back to Israel.  Sojourn-
ing over Shabbat in New York he spoke to 

REHAVIA – Luxurious penthouse, 4 rooms, 
140m, 3rd floor + Shabbat elevator,  
30m terraces, Sukkah, open view, private parking

MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of BAKA - In a stylish building – 
New penthouse, 4 rooms, 100m, huge terrace/
sukkah (100m), 3rd floor + elevator, alone on 
the floor 

5750000 NIS  – MENDEL 052-8980111
Live in the City and feel in the Countryside - 
in the heart of BAKA - ground floor of Arab 
house, 3 rooms + independent 2-room unit, 
balcony/Sukkah, garden, private roof + 
building rights, close to all amenities 

4800000 NIS – MICHAEL 052-3202488
In New Talpiot / In a recent building –  
5 rooms (120m), 5th floor + Shabbat elevator, 
bright, balcony, open view,  storage-room, parking

3300000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488
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the community about the inevitability of 
war. Hearing these ominous warnings, the 
community began to shudder at the pros-
pect of a second Holocaust – this time in the 
Land of Israel. He assured them that such 
a calamity could not possibly unfold, as we 
have a masorah of two exiles but not three. 
This masorah and his message are rooted in 
the analysis of the Ramban. 

This tradition is comforting and reassur-
ing, but also dangerously seductive. Such is 
the way of redemptive euphoria: it is like 
lightning in a bottle- it can electrify history, 
but it can also electrocute it. If, indeed, we 
are here to stay and are guaranteed against a 
third churban, perhaps we can act brazenly 
or irresponsibly on our path to our assured 
future. If we know where this all ends, per-
haps, we can take risks and chances since 
Hashem will always “have our back”. After 
all, there can’t be a third churban. 

True, we know exactly where we are 
heading, but we don’t know how long it will 
take to get there or how rocky the road may 
be. The eviction of 7 million Jews from the 
Land of Israel would entail, chas v’shalom 
a churban and we are guaranteed against 
it. However, the road to full redemption can 
be peaceful and smooth or it may be jagged 
and painful. Under the intoxicating spell 
of redemption our behavior must remain, 
responsible, measured and humble. We 
may know the final chapter of the book of 
history, we may have reached the final sec-
tion of that book. But there are still many 
many chapters to be written. Let us write 
them carefully with a stable hand and cou-
rageous heart. And most of all with humility 
and gratitude that Hashem placed these 
pens in our hands. 

 For enquiries: info@swim4sadna.org
'Swim4Sadna צליחת הכנרת לנשים' 

האומן 22 תלפיות, ירושלים 9342114
HaUman 22, Jerusalem 9342114

משרד 02-6243373
פקס 02-6232725

Office  
Fax

www.mn-ins.co.il

בקרו אותנו
באתר החדש

ובפייסבוק

לפרטים נוספים

Women's Kinneret
Swimathon

for Sadnat Shiluv

 27.5.2022
כ"ו אייר תשפ"ב

Therapeutic
music room

for sadnat shiluv
our Special tune

2022 To donaTe:
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UNITED
HATZALAH

WHEN SECONDS COUNT...

UNITED HATZALAH IS THERE.

United Hatzalah’s network of more than 6,000 
volunteer medics help save thousands of lives each 
year across Israel by providing medical treatment in an 

average response time of 3 minutes or less.

www.israelrescue.org 1221
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

The seven weeks of Sefirat HaOmer, which 
we are now counting, bring to mind the 
personality of Rabbi Akiva. The rituals of 
mourning that mark these days are based on 
the tragic death of Rabbi Akiva’s disciples. 
With this background in mind it is fitting to 
highlight three teachings from Rabbi Joseph 
Soloveitchik zt”l that address the significant 
role Rabbi Akiva played in Jewish history 
and lessons to be learned from him for our 
own avodas Hashem.

The Power of 
Positivity

Of all the rabbinic sages of antiquity, 
perhaps none was more influential or 
famous than Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik can be counted among those 
who were drawn to Rabbi Akiva’s teaching. 
In his vast array of drashot the Rav high-
lighted teachings from this great Talmudic 
sage accentuating a common theme which 
sheds a light on Rabbi Akiva’s astounding 
legacy.

Rabbi Akiva’s Mikveh
Rabbi Akiva lived the first fifty years of 

life with the Temple of Jerusalem in exis-
tence. He personally witnessed the tragedy 
and experienced the trauma of its destruc-
tion. Based on the final Mishna in Masechet 
Yoma, we get a glimpse of the first Yom 

Kippur following the Temple’s destruction. 
We can only imagine what it must have 
meant to observe the holiest day absent of 
the rituals and the Kohen Gadol and the 
avodah in the Beit Hamikdash.  

Rabbi Akiva was not deterred. He resil-
iently declared to the broken-hearted 
nation: “Happy are you, O Israel! Before 
whom are you purified and who purifies 
you? Your Father in Heaven…Hashem is 
the hope [lit. “Mikveh’] of Israel’ ‘: just as 
the mikveh purifies the impure, so does the 
Holy One Blessed Be He purify Israel (Final 
Mishnah Tractate Yoma). 

The Rav explained that Rabbi Akiva was 
powerfully conveying the idea that God is 
so desirous for closeness with His beloved 
people that ultimately He Himself effects 
purification. God chooses to bypass the 
procedures that were required when the 
Temple stood. God exhibits even greater 
mercy and love when the people of Israel  
are forlorn and desperately need compas-
sion. (Rabbi Soloveitchik on the Days of 
Awe, pp. 99-101).

The Kriat Shema of Yaakov and Rabbi 
Akiva

Why is it that an individual only fulfills 
the mitzvah of the Shema by reciting it 
twice daily? Why isn’t a single recitation 
sufficient? The Rav offered an exquisite 
explanation how the morning and night 
reading of the Shema are intertwined. He 
directs our attention to two remarkable 
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Call for your appointment at 
our clinic in Talpiot.

Dr. Mitchell Rudy D.D.S.  
over 20 years of sensitive diagnosis 
and patient care

Dr. Romi Sarna, D.D.S., D.M.D. 
specialist in mouth restoration and 
patient care

When it comes to 
specialty dental 

treatments, 
you need 

Exper(t) care. 

Meet our leading specialists

Professionalism and service 
You can trust.

Dr. Ariel Hirschhorn, D.M.D. 
senior specialist in oral and 
maxillofacial surgery at Sheba 
Medical Center

Dr. Yaakov Mizrahi, D.M.D., Sc.B 
expertise in treating high-risk 
patients and complex cases

www.exper.co.il
02-644-9349

readings of the Shema in our ancient past: 
One by Yaakov and the other by Rabbi 
Akiva.

Yaakov descends to Egypt to finally 
reunite with his beloved son Yosef. The 
moment that they embrace, the Sages teach, 
Yaakov utters the words of the Shema. His 
words directed to God were evinced with 
unbridled joy. Yaakov was finally able 
to see the hand of God at work and how 
the atzat Hashem he takum, that the plan 
of God was always at play. The words of 
Shema were an expression of love. By con-
trast the Kriat Shema of Rabbi Akiva was 
enunciated under duress. The great master 
of Torah recited the Shema while undergo-
ing torture, his body raked with combs of 
iron1 (Mesorat Harav Chumash, Bereshit, 
pp. 342-343, YU Torah, Kriat Shema and 
Birchot Kriat Shema, Genack).

There is the morning Shema and the night 
Shema. There are moments when faith in 
God comes easily and other times where 
it is excruciatingly difficult to believe. The 
two recitations of the Shema represent the 
unfailing faith of a Jew. The day signifies 
light and clarity and the evening represents 
darkness and hiddenness.2

1  Rabbi Akiva’s tragic demise was not 
only his own. His dashed hopes in the 
Bar Kochba rebellion and witnessing the 
traumatic loss of the Temple were nearly 
impossible to bear.
2  The word for evening, erev, relates to 
the word irbuviyah (bewilderment or con-
fusion). Judaism teaches, said the Rav, that 
man can find God even in His concealment. 
Moreover, we have an even greater need to 
find Him when we are faced with suffering. 
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that the seven blessings are based on the 
verse, “Seven times a day I praise You.” 
(Psalms 119:164). The two recitations of the 
Shema are to be seen as a single unit.3 (Al 
HaTefillah, p.72)

Rabbi Akiva and Turnus Rufus
Only a man of unceasing optimism 

would begin at the age of 40 to study 
Torah. Only a man of extraordinary resil-
ience could witness the death of his 24,000 
students and could pick up the pieces and 
start over with only five disciples (Yevamot 
62b). The Rav exquisitely emphasized that 
it was not merely Rabbi Akiva’s optimistic 
view towards life but his iron will, deter-
mination, and self-sacrifice that led to his 
successes. This powerful message is con-
veyed in the following episode. 

The Rav cited a dialogue between the 
evil Roman governor Turnus Rufus and 
Rabbi Akiva (Midrash Tanchuma, Parshat 
Tazria, Siman 7). Turnus Rufus asked: If 
God hates the uncircumcised, why does 
He create man in an uncircumsized state? 
Rabbi Akiva rejoined: “Does the earth yield 
its bread?” In his elliptical response, Rabbi 
Akiva conveyed that, just as God desires 
that man bring forth bread through effort, 
it is only man who can sanctify himself. If 
man wants to attain holiness the initiative 

3  Seven is also the number of Sheva 
Berachot which is indicative of amarige. 
Through thick and thin a couple remains 
committed and loyal.

Torah Tidbits Distribution is looking for 
weekly assistance in getting TT to our 
distributors in Tzfat. If you can help, 
please call 0505-772-111. Thank you!

The Rav suggested that the two themes 
can be detected in the noticeable change 
of wording we attach to the Shema in the 
morning and night:

“Rabba bar Chinena Saba said in the 
name of Rav: Anyone who does not say Emet 
Ve-yatziv at shacharit and Emet Ve-emuna 
at ma’ariv has not fulfilled his obligation 
[of Keri’at Shema as fully enacted], as it is 
said, “To tell in the morning of your kind-
ness and your faithfulness in the nights.” 
(Tehillim 92:3) (Berachot 12b)

The morning language of Ve’yatziv 
connotes God’s palpable presence and 
abiding strength. The language we attach 
to the Shema at night, Emunah, is sugges-
tive of the notion that one must garner 
their strength to be faithful in challenging 
times.

The Talmud, in another striking passage, 
alludes to the interdependence between 
the morning and evening Shema based on 
the number of blessings surrounding the 
Shema. In the morning three blessings are 
recited and in the evening four are recited 
(Berachot 11a). Rashi offers a beautiful 
explanation for the total number being 
seven. He quotes the Talmud Yerushalmi 

The Rav suggested that rabbinic statement 
that the “Shechina is found in the maarav  
(west)” suggests that even in a state of erev 
(darkness) and when faced with irbuviyah 
(paradox) the Almighty is present. (Al Hate-
fillah, pp. 177-179)
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rests with him: He must circumcise himself, 
be’damayich chayi - Through your blood 
you all live (Yechezkel 16:6). Only through 
the “blood” of his personal sacrifice shall 
man live on a holy plane. Without tlil and 
suffering, there is no holiness. (Derashot 
HaRav, Lustiger, p.173)

Rabbi Meir Soloveitchik, a great-nephew 
of the Rav, suggested that Rabbi Akiva’s 
very name hints to his unusual personal-
ity. Akiva is essentially an aramaic variant 
of Yaakov, or Jacob. The  name Jacb and 
Akiva both derive from the word Ekev, or 
heel. The heel is the lowest portion of the 
body, yet, at the same time, it is the first 
part of the body usd to step a step forward. 
In other words, it is precisely one’s initial 
downfall that can ultimately emerge as a 
key to progress. (‘Rabbi Akiva’s Optimism’, 
Meir Soloveitchik, AzureOnline) 
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Rabbi Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD
Dear A. L., 
This column will be printed 

after the Lag Ba’omer cel-
ebrations, and I hope that 

everything worked out smoothly with what-
ever bonfire plans your son had.  One aspect 
of your question that deserves its own col-
umn is how we as parents, who brought our 
families on Aliyah, approach the cultural 
differences that emerge between ourselves 
and our children.  The celebrations asso-
ciated with Lag Ba’omer here in Israel are 
largely foreign to olim, who for many, Lag 
Ba’omer was a day characterized by get-
ting a haircut, and praising their children’s 
school project of paper bows and arrows.  

Child-constructed bonfires seem odd to 
many olim, and it is worth giving more focus 
in a future column to how to best address 
these cultural differences.  

I want to focus on the specific question 
of communicating with your son after the 
fact, when you may use this opportunity 
to share with your child both concerns 
and guidance regarding the Lag Ba’omer 
activities.  Children’s safety and protection 
against property damage are often major 
worries for parents, but kids are typically 
not thinking about those issues—they are 
thinking about how much fun they will have 
with their friends.  As such, before he has 
participated in a bonfire, he may not be able 
to understand or internalize the messages 
you are trying to convey.  

However, after Lag Ba’omer may be an 
ideal time to offer guidance for the future, 
as the experiences of the day are salient 
in your son’s mind.  For example, around 
the Shabbat table, your son will probably 
be excited to share with you what his Lag 
Ba’omer was like, which can provide a 
comfortable opening for you to ask ques-
tions that are important to you and relate 
to your concerns, such as: “what did you 
use to build the fire?”, or “how close were 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting, 
My elementary school-age child 

has been talking about his Lag 
Ba’omer plans.  He has started collect-
ing sticks with his friends, and he told 
me they are planning to build their 
own bonfire.  I am a relatively recent 
oleh, and we didn’t have these types 
of Lag Ba’omer celebrations in the 
United States.  I am concerned that the 
kids are making a fire, but I also know 
that this is something that he and his 
friends are really excited about. Do 
you have any tips for how to handle 
this situation?  A. L. 
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you to the fire?”, or “how did you put the 
fire out?” Hopefully he says they used dis-
carded wood; however, if he says they put 
in other materials like plastic, or that wood 
was retrieved from someone else’s prop-
erty, you can gently instruct him about what 
materials are safe to put in fires, and from 
where firewood can be retrieved.  Similarly, 
there can be a discussion about general fire 
safety, resisting peer pressure to do some-
thing unsafe or illegal, and conversation 
about protecting the environment.  Having 
these conversations with your son in the 
context of retelling his story will likely feel 
less “lecture-y,” and can be better received 
by your son, and any other children around 
the table.  

These valuable opportunities for provid-
ing guidance and improving communication 
are not limited to Lag Ba’omer. Of course, 

Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD is a Licensed Clinical 
Psychologist (Israel and U.S.) offering Evi-
dence-Based Solutions for Individuals and 
Couples

Feel free to send in any parenting  
questions you may have to  
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).

sometimes engaging your child in conver-
sation before an event is important and the 
most effective way to prevent something 
unwanted from happening.  But, as parents, 
it is useful to keep in mind that even if we 
miss the chance to speak with our kids prior 
to an event, that doesn’t mean the opportu-
nity to offer guidance and perspective is lost. 
Indeed, it could be that after the fact is when 
our input will be most welcome. 
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poverty, and insecurity, we are better 
able to serve Hashem, observe His statutes 
and earn the ultimate spiritual rewards in 
Olam Habba. For the initial outcome, as 
described in the Torah narrative, is that 
Hashem will walk among the people to be 
their God and “they will be a people unto 
me” (Vayikra 26:12).

In today’s parlance, we might say that 
the “rains in their time” is Hashem’s way 
of ensuring sustainability. The world will 
live in harmony, nature taking its natural 
course to create mutual interdependence 
and homeostasis. And, of more import, 
following the biblical narrative, is that 
in Eretz Yisrael, we shall fulfil a dream: 
“Venatati Shalom Ba’aretz” – ‘I shall induce 
peace in the Land.”

For the Ramban, this means that broth-
ers will no longer fight among themselves. 
In other words, there will (finally) be unity 
in Israel!  Of course, in that context, and 
in conclusion, we might remind ourselves 
that one of the primary principles that 
we are to imbibe and observe as Jews is 
the command to “Love your neighbour as 
yourself.”

So, as we prepare to wish each other 
“Shabbat Shalom,” let us say together:
כל  ועל  עלינו  שלום  יעשה  הוא  במרומיו  שלום  עושה 

ישראל ואמרו אמן.   

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

Sustainability 
in the Torah

In this week’s Parshah, the opening sen-
tence urges us to follow Hashem’s statutes, 
observe the commandments, and perform 
them. Rashi explains the seeming redun-
dancy of expression by asserting that 
the intense study of Hashem’s decrees, 
to better understand the commands and 
practice them, is the optimal formula for 
receiving the ensuing Berachot.

The blessings acquired for such loyal 
actions confer on both the individual and 
the nation. In but ten sentences (in con-
tradistinction to the numerous verses 
recounting the punishments for disloyalty 
to Hashem), the Torah recounts a life full 
of material rewards – seemingly an unfit-
ting prize for spiritual accomplishment!

These ten sentences, however, possi-
bly match the ten pronouncements with 
which Hashem created the world, as if to 
suggest that the ultimate spiritual reward 
can be accomplished through material 
benefit. For, after all, in a land where the 
rains fall in the appropriate time (the first 
of the blessings), the human, animal, and 
plant worlds all benefit for the good of 
mankind, in general, and Eretz Yisrael, in 
particular.

In such a world, bereft of hunger, 
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Real Life Rescues 
Taking a Break from 
Martial Arts to Save a Life 

Ramle- On Wednesday evening at around 7:30 p.m., a 68-year-old man lost consciousness in a 
Ramle synagogue during evening prayer services. The congregants stopped the prayers and called 
emergency services. One fellow tried performing CPR as they waited for help to arrive.

Avraham Arnon is a remarkable United Hatzalah volunteer EMT who was recognized by the 
Mayor of Ramle for his incredible dedication and service to the people of the city. 

On Wednesday night, Avraham’s communication device rang as he was in the middle of 
instructing a martial arts class. Being the dedicated volunteer that he is, Avraham exclaimed his 
apologies to his students and ran outside to his waiting ambucycle.

On the way, Avraham realized the shul where the emergency was taking place was the 
congregation where his family members often attended. He quickly dialed their number and was 
told that his relative was indeed at the shul that very moment. Avraham hurried over to the scene, 
with even more motivation than before, lest his family member be the one in trouble. 

When Avraham arrived inside a minute later, he found a congregant unconscious on the floor. 
“The unconscious gentleman was not my relative, but he is a friend of mine,” Avraham later 
mentioned. “There was a man trying his best to perform CPR but was not educated on how to do 
it properly. He was pushing down towards the stomach instead of on the chest. I am always happy 
that people at least try to help, even if they don't know how. Hopefully he was convinced after this 
experience to take a CPR course.”

Avraham immediately took over. Less than two minutes into chest compressions, United Hatzalah 
volunteer EMT Tal Lalum arrived to help. She connected 
a defibrillator and then switched out Avraham with 
the chest compressions. Every few minutes, the pair 
would switch off for maximum efficiency in efforts of 
a successful revival.

Once the intensive care ambulance arrived, the 
paramedics continued the resuscitation with advanced 
treatment, and after 15 minutes total, the team 
succeeded in bringing back a steady pulse.

The team then carefully transferred the man into the 
ambulance to transport him to the hospital for further 
care and recovery. 

After the incident Avraham commented on the 
added stress of this specific CPR, “Once I realized that I 
recognized the man, it made this rescue effort different 
for me. Performing CPR on a person is stressful enough 
as it is, but the added stress of doing it on a friend of 
mine made it harder. I pushed myself even more and 
continued helping for as long as I could until the patient 
was en route to the hospital. In the end, we succeeded, 
which was definitely a relief to us all.”

1221
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

The mishna (Shabbat 9b) says that we 
interrupt certain activities, including eat-
ing, in order to recite Kri’at Shema, but 
do not interrupt for tefilla, as only Kri’at 
Shema is a Torah-level obligation (Rashi ad 
loc.). The above refers to a case where he 
started when he should not have, but if he 
started early enough before the time for 
Kri’at Shema, he is not required to interrupt 
the meal (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 
235:2, see Mishna Berura ad loc. 21). 

According to the Rama (OC 489:4), sefirat 
ha’omer is like Kri’at Shema – if he started 
eating when he should not have, he should 
interrupt the eating for sefirat ha’omer, but 
if he started when he was allowed to, sefirat 
ha’omer can wait until after he finishes eat-
ing. Sefirat ha’omer is treated as strictly in 
this regard as Kri’at Shema because of the 
opinion that sefirat ha’omer is a Torah-level 
mitzva even when there are no korbanot 
(Rambam, Temidin 7:24, as opposed to 
Tosafot, Menachot 66a), and/or because it 
is a minor disruption of the meal (Mishna 

Interrupting 
Shabbat Meal 
for Shema/
Sefira

Question: When we make early Shabbat, 
is it better, when nighttime falls, to recite 
Kri’at Shema and sefirat ha’omer during the 
meal or to wait until after the meal?

Answer: We will be assuming you were 
correct in starting the meal. To make that 
clear cut, you should have started the meal 
at least a half-hour before the optimal time 
for these recitations, which is tzeit hako-
chavim (Mishna Berura 267:6 regarding 
Kri’at Shema; ibid. 489:23 regarding sefirat 
ha’omer). Grounds for leniency to start eat-
ing after this point are beyond our present 
scope (see discussion in Piskei Teshuvot 
489:16).
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

Berura 489:25). 
When it is not required to interrupt, is it 

positive to do so anyway? The Yerushalmi 
(Shabbat 1:2) says regarding one who is not 
required to interrupt eating for Mincha, 
that if he voluntarily interrupts, we call him 
a hedyot (simpleton), like others who do 
things from which they are exempt. Many 
explanations are given as to why it might 
be objectionable to “go the extra mile” – it 
may be haughtiness, it can reflect poorly 
on those who follow the halacha as given, 
it can distort the true halacha (see opin-
ions in Encyclopedia Talmudit, entry “Kol 
hapatur min hadavar v’oseihu”). This rule 
appears at odds with the common halachic 
rule that one who is more machmir than he 
needs to be is lauded as worthy of blessing, 
and many attempts are made to distin-
guish between various cases. Regarding 
the case of Mincha, which the Yerushalmi 
addressed, while some say that one who is 
unnecessarily stringent is called a hedyot 
(Magen Avraham 232:9), others question 
whether this is accepted (Be’ur Halacha to 
232:2; see Divrei Yissachar 18). Regarding 
voluntarily stopping the meal for the gener-
ally more stringent Kri’at Shema and sefirat 
ha’omer, none of the major commentators 
raises the prospect of calling him a hedyot. 

There may be reasons to prefer a volun-
tary interruption of the meal specifically 
for sefirat ha’omer. We have seen already 
the idea that sefirat ha’omer is fulfilled with 

relative ease, as it does not require much 
of a break. Additionally, there is special 
importance to the concern that if he forgets 
to recite sefirat ha’omer that day, it might 
disqualify the entire mitzva (see Noda 
B’yehuda I, OC 27). On the other hand, the 
Sha’agat Aryeh (22) says that on Shabbat, 
when one is in the midst of a mandatory 
full meal, the obligation of Birkat Hama-
zon (50 + times a year) is more frequent 
(tadir) than sefirat ha’omer (49 times a 
year), which gives the former precedence 
regarding order. (It is unclear if this applies 
if one does not plan to bentch until much 
later). In this regard, Kri’at Shema is more 
common, and therefore has preference 
over both (ibid.). 

In summation, there is nothing halachi-
cally compelling about either reciting Kri’at 
Shema and sefirat ha’omer as soon as pos-
sible or waiting until the end of the meal. 
Therefore, the most important determinant 
is what system works best so that you do 
not forget to do all the mitzvot sometime 
during the evening. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Harvest By A 
Jew In A Heter 
Mechirah 
Field For 
Agricultural 
Experimentation

Question: I am a scientist at an agri-
cultural research institute. I would like to 
harvest samples of wheat planted during 
shemitah in a field sold through heter 
mechirah. Is it permissible for a Jew to har-
vest in this way, since it is not the regular 
method of harvest and in addition I do not 
intend to eat the wheat kernels?

Answer: In principle, ketzirah, grain har-
vest, is one of the four biblical actions that 
are forbidden to Jews even if heter mechi-
rah was performed. It is permissible only for 
non-Jews.

Rambam (Shevi’it 4:1) writes: “The state-
ment “Do not reap the aftergrowth of your 
harvest” means that one should not reap it 
in the same manner as one does every year... 
Examples of ‘regular’ harvesting include 
harvesting the entire field, piling up the 
grain, and threshing it with cattle... Instead, 
he should reap the land little by little, thresh 

the resulting (small amount of) grain, and 
partake of it.”

Rambam implies that the prohibition 
relates to harvesting large amounts in the 
general manner of harvest. However, har-
vesting small amounts for immediate use 
and not for large-scale piling of grain for 
storage or threshing is not a biblical pro-
hibition. Small-scale grain harvest usually 
is forbidden rabbinically in a field sown 
during shemitah, but is permissible even by 
a Jew if the field was sold by heter mechirah. 
as we shall see below.

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach permits 
Jews to harvest on land sold to a non-Jew

Rabbi S.Z.Auerbach (Ma’adanei Eretz §2) 
writes that even though grain and grape 
harvest are biblical prohibitions, after heter 
mechirah only sowing and vineyard prun-
ing are forbidden to Jews during shemitah. 
However, harvesting is permitted in the 
same way as in all other years since these 
acts are linked to ownership of the pro-
duce and the soil is sold to a non-Jew and 
thus is not holy. This is distinguished from 
sowing and pruning, which are indepen-
dent of ownership but are forbidden acts 
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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Garin
Adam
+S'MICHA AT A GLANCE

Yishuv Adam
Our Garin Torani consists
of religious families who
are dedicated to
strengthening the Anglo
Shul/community in
Yishuv Adam.
Men in our group study
part-time Halacha (in
Eng.) in order to prepare
for Rabbanut S'micha

052-899-6502 Rav.miller@orosheladam.org

Stipend

Contact Us for Further Info

1,000 ILS

in and of themselves since it is forbidden 
for Jews to sow even in fields belonging to 
non-Jews. Thus it is permissible for a Jew 
to harvest the wheat of a non-Jew in Eretz 
Yisrael, which is the case in heter mechirah. 

It should be noted that Rabbi Kook 
(Mishpat Kohen 67) forbids Jews from par-
ticipating in any grain or grape harvest 
following heter mechirah. 

In conclusion: During shemitah a Jew 
may harvest small quantities of wheat sam-
ples grown on land that was properly sold 
to a non-Jew. 

 
CHESED FUND

The Needy Await Your Support
Every day is urgent!
Please send checks to:

“CHESED YITZCHAK VESHAINDEL”
c/o Menachem Persoff

POB 36156 Romema Jerusalem
Bank Transfer? Contact Menachem

menpmp@gmail.com - 050-570-1067

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
2 rooms in a new building under 
construction in a prime location. Shabbat 
Elevator and Mirpeset. Only 1.59m shekel
Great opportunity in Musrara - 5.5 rooms.  
3 bathrooms 130m duplex with a 40m 
garden, private entrance, full of charm. 
Chulada Hanevia street. 4.27m shekel
5 room rental in the German colony - 
duplex, 35m garden, good shape, parking 
& storage 8900NIS/month

SHIUR SPONSORS
Wednesday, May 11 - Rabbi Kimche’s shiur was sponsored by Peter 
Hackett in loving memory of his father - Yochanan ben Eliyahu z”l

 Thursday, May 12 - Rabbi Finkelstein’s shiur was sponsored by
שמואל רוזנבלום לע”נ אסתר בת יששכר רוזנבלום ע”ה

yarzheit  ט”ז אייר

Thursday, May 12 - Rabbi Shai Finkelstein’s shiur was sponsored
לע”נ מנחם בן אברהם יהודה ז”ל - ט”ו אייר

Tuesday, May 17 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur was sponsored by 
Linda Zacks in memory of her  father on his 2nd yahrzeit 

אברהם בן שאול ז”ל 

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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the Torah and its mitzvot, it’s only nat-
ural that we will become our emotional 
perspective. On the other hand when it 
comes to the active performance of learn-
ing Torah and following the mitzvot, we 
are held responsible to invest and make a 
real effort, and be’ezrat HaShem be zoche 
to experience the ָרֶכיָה ַדְרֵכי־נַֹעם ְוכׇל־ְנִתיבוֶֹתיָה  דְּ

ֽלוֹם  ,of a life of avodat HaShem. Although שָׁ
sometimes we won’t, and it’s in those times 
especially where we don’t find any men-
tion of or have any feeling of ‘cherishing 
His statutes’ that the Torah reminds of just 
how much bracha we are deserving of and 
just how valuable we, and all that we do, 
are to Hashem.

Shabbat Shalom!

Abigael Elkaim
12th Grade, Modiin
Bows and 
Rainbows

The annual Jewish festival of Lag B’Omer 
occurred this past Wednesday night, on the 
18th of Iyar, and we celebrated by throw-
ing parties and making bonfires. It is also 
common, especially among children, to play 
with bows and arrows on Lag B’Omer. 

Why are bows and arrows, normally used 
as weapons, used to celebrate the life of the 
holy and humble Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, 
one of our greatest sages and top students of 
Rabbi Akiva? 

According to our sages, one connection 

Sam Frank
ChashModi’in 
Madrich
We Create  
Our Mindset

At the beginning of this week’s parsha, 
Bney Yisroel are promised great blessings 
if we follow in the ways of HaShem. We are 
also warned of the great curses and suffer-
ing that will befall us if we do not. In telling 
us what we should do, the pasuk tells us of 
how we need to learn the Torah and per-
form its mitzvot (Rashi). 

When the Torah warns us about what 
not to do, the pasuk uses a slightly different 
wording but still a parallel opposite of the 
first pasuk. “If you don’t learn the Torah 
and don’t follow its commandments...” The 
Torah then proceeds to add a few things 
that are not found in the ‘what yes to do’ 
section, the first of which being

ְמָאסּו“  ֻחּקַֹתי תִּ  and if you despise My ְוִאם־בְּ
statutes.” Why is it that the Torah doesn’t 
charge us with ‘cherishing’ His statutes the 
way we are warned from despising them?

I’d like to suggest an explanation based 
on the famous line, כי אחרי הפעולות נמשכים 
 When we act disdainfully towards .הלבבות

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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between Rashbi and the idea of bows and 
arrows is that no rainbows appeared during 
his lifetime. The Sages tell us that while rain-
bows are a very beautiful sight, they signify 
that G-d is unhappy with the world, and 
instead of sending punishment and destruc-
tion like He did through the mabul, He sends 
a rainbow as a sign to tell us to improve. A 
rainbow is therefore a symbol of Hashem’s 
promise to Noach never to destroy our 
world again because of our sins. The merit 
of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, however, was 
so strong that it overpowered the sins of his 
generation, and that’s why no rainbow was 
ever shown by G-d. 

But what do rainbows have to do with 
bows and arrows? The Hebrew word for 
“rainbow” in Hebrew is keshet and, inter-
estingly, the same word, keshet, is used for 
the bow used in archery. Therefore, when 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

 

 

 
  

 
Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company  

The ONLY COMPANY to offer you a LIFETIME GUARANTEE on all wood regluing 

 PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture 
 EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
 SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and replace with much stronger wood 
 CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
 FURNITURE MARKERS - To help you make those small scratches disappear 
 LEG TIPS - For quiet chair movement (your downstairs neighbor will thank you!) 
 TIRED OF HAVING TO CROWD YOUR GUESTS AROUND MULTIPLE TABLES??  

Call us to hear about our heavy-duty table slides to more than double (or even triple!) the current length of your table. 
 INSURANCE QUOTES - We handle hundreds of freight damage claims from overseas as well as local moves.  

 
 
 
 

WE ARE GROWING AND ARE NOW HIRING – SEE DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE 
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il    Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il  

    Phone: 02-999-2418           WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  
 

T

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH! 

we use bows and arrows, it is a way to 
commemorate Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai’s 
strong merit during his time. 

Just as Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai’s 
humility and holiness merited his nation’s 
salvation, we too can strive for greatness 
in our time. When using a bow and arrow, 
the closer in you pull the bow toward your-
self, the further the distance the arrow will 
travel when released. As Jewish people, 
by focusing on our own actions each day, 
we make a huge impact on our nation as 
a whole, and with each mitzvah and act of 
kindness, our merits as a nation will only 
grow!! 




