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Questions 
For much of the Nineteenth Century, the 

tzadik Reb Shmuel Salant, zy’a, was the 
beloved leader of the Yishuv haYashan, the 
Jewish community in Eretz Yisrael during 
Ottoman rule, serving as the Ashkenazi Chief 
Rabbi of Yerushalayim for more than seventy 
years. Instrumental in establishing Yeshivas 
Etz Chaim as well as Bikur Cholim Hospital, 
Reb Shmuel guided the Jews of Yerushalayim 
through years of poverty and hardship with 
kindness and sensitivity.

While sitting in the Beis Medrash one day, 
learning with his talmidim, a simple woman 
of the Holy City once came to Reb Shmuel and 
asked, “By mistake I left a piece of unsalted, 
un-kashered meat on the windowsill and 
a cat jumped up and ate it! Is the cat now 
treif?” The talmidim struggled to hold in their 
laughter, but regained composure when 
Reb Shmuel flashed them an intense glare. 
The Rav stood and walked over to the shelf, 
removed a large Halachic sefer and opened 
it, making it appear that he was looking up 
the law. In a sincere and thoughtful tone, the 
rav answered: “I’m so sorry, giveret, the cat is 
treif, and going forward, you should be care-
ful not to put meat on the windowsill before 
you salt it, to avoid placing a ‘stumbling block’ 

before the unwitting cat and to save it from 
sinning.” 

After the simple woman left, Reb Shmuel 
told his students: “One must be exceptionally 
very careful with kavod ha-briyos and never 
laugh at a question you are asked. However 
misguided or unlearned, all questions — and 
those who ask them — must be honored!

ָרֵאל  ִישְׂ ֵני  ֶאל־בְּ ר  בֵּ דַּ ֵלאמֹר:  ִסיַני  ַהר  בְּ ה  ֶאל־משֶׁ ה׳  ר  ַוְיַדבֵּ

ְבָתה  ר ֲאִני נֵֹתן ָלֶכם ְושָׁ י ָתבֹאּו ֶאל־ָהָאֶרץ ֲאשֶׁ ְוָאַמְרתָּ ֲאֵלֶהם כִּ

ת ַלה׳: בָּ ָהָאֶרץ שַׁ

Hashem spoke to Moshe on Mount Sinai: 
Speak to Bnei Yisrael and say to them, ‘When 
you enter the land that I assign to you, the 
land shall observe a Shabbos of Hashem 
(Shmittah).’ (25:1)

Rashi encourages us to try to understand 
the connection between our sedra’s opening 
pesukim: 

מה ענין שמיטה אצל הר סיני?

What is the relationship between the con-
cept of Shmittah and Har Sinai?

והלא כל המצות נאמרו מסיני?

And are not all the mitzvos given on Sinai?
Why does the Torah specify this mitzvah 

as being given at Mount Sinai? There must 
be some intrinsic connection — what does 
Shmitta have to do with Sinai? In contem-
porary Israeli culture, one might use an 
idiomatic expression meaning, “What’s that 
got to do with anything?” Or, “What’s that got 
to do with the price of tea in China?” 

Just as the fundamental and philosophical 
רפואה שלמה
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principles of Shemittah, and its intricate 
halachos and details of its observance, were 
all stated at Sinai, all of Torah and mitzvos 
with their general principles and their finer 
details, were stated at Sinai. In fact, in our 
parsha, while Am Yisrael is on the plains of 
Moab, they are getting a full review of all the 
laws. 

Shemita directs the focus of an agrar-
ian-based society toward a collective 
spiritual reorientation. It is an opportu-
nity to strengthen our emunah, and live a 
more Shabbosdik existence for a year. What 
Shabbos achieves with regard to religious 
re-jew-venation and menuchah for the indi-
vidual, Shmittah accomplishes on a national 
level. And even for those of us who are not 
directly engaged in the farming industry, a 
sensitivity to Hilchos Shemittah directs us 
toward harmony with the spirit of the Land 
with the goal of strengthening our emunah. 
We begin to rely more on faith in God, and 
less on our own physical strength and mate-
rial abilities. 

This is why, beyond ‘the price of tea in 
China’ and the mitzvah of Shemittah’s logis-
tical placement in these verses, our sedra 
follows up by voicing challenging question: 
ִביִעת ֵהן לֹא ִנְזָרע ְולֹא ֶנֱאסֹף  ָנה ַהשְּׁ שָּׁ ְוִכי תֹאְמרּו ַמה־ּנֹאַכל בַּ

בּוָאֵתנּו ֶאת־תְּ

 And if you should say, ‘What will we eat in 
the seventh year? Will we not sow and not 
gather in our produce?’ 
בּוָאה  ֶאת־ַהתְּ ת  ְוָעשָׂ ית  שִּׁ ַהשִּׁ ָנה  שָּׁ בַּ ָלֶכם  ְרָכִתי  ֶאת־בִּ יִתי  ְוִצוִּ

ִנים לׁש ַהשָּׁ ִלשְׁ

Know then, that I will command My bless-
ing for you in the sixth year, and it will yield 
produce for three years. (25:26).

Rebbe Leibele Eiger of Lublin, author of 
Sefer Toras Emes, wonders aloud why the 

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!  
In a small lane of Old Katamon, Private Mediterranean style 
house for sale - full of charm, high ceilings, quiet, 600m built 
on 3 levels, plot of 1,020m with amazing private garden, wine 
cellar, large terraces, a must! DEBORAH-054-4804767
NEW BOUTIQUE LUXURIOUS PROJECT IN BAKA - Reuven 
St., only 8 apartments for sale!! Be the first ones to know about 
it, NOT YET ON THE MARKET!  Garden apartments, spacious 
apartments 150-300m, succah terraces or huge private 
gardens, underground parking, storage  
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony - Garden apartment 
with private entrance, 250m with private garden, parking, 
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartments building- 
MAYA- 054-6650184
Rechavia, Ben Maimon - New 240m apartment, boutique 
building, very bright, succah terraces, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking. DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Best location in Talbieh -  magnificent new penthouse 
300m, in an authentic small building, top standard, double 
height ceilings,7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private 
roof terrace 120m, panoramic views, private elevator, private 
parking- DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Authentic Mansion on a dead-end St., German Colony 
- 1150m plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, 
additional building rights to add 2 more floors-  
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
On a small lane of Baka - beautiful 190m penthouse,  
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat 
elevator, small - MAYA – 054-6650184
Old Katamon, on a quiet lane - In a new project under 
construction,  200m apartment + 53m succah terraces, 
parking, storage, attractive price!! MAYA – 054-6650184
Luxurious Villa in Talbieh, 300m built with 200m private 
garden and roof terrace to amazing views, 6 rooms, finished at 
top standard- DEBORAH- 054-4804767

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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Torah has given voice to the farmer’s doubts 
— and by extension to our human concerns: 
‘What will we eat? How will we survive….’

דברי השאלה הזאת יורה על המבקש אמונה,

בעוד שלא נתפשטה האמונה בלבו לראות בחוש השגחתו 

ית׳ בכל פרט, אמנם לבו משתוקק להגיע לשלימות האמונה 

הזאת, שגם איש כזה חביב לפני ה׳ ית׳

The wording of the (farmer’s) question 
shows that he is seeking emunah.

Although emunah has not expanded in 
his heart to the point that he can plainly see 
the Divine providence in every detail of life, 
nevertheless, his heart yearns to reach this 

complete faith — and a person in this state is 
precious to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

The great Rav Dovid Trenk, zt’l, a gadol in 
chinuch, was a guide and mentor to countless 
students and fellow teachers. In a speech to 
educators, Rav Trenk mentioned this very 
point in the name of Rebbe Zusha of Anip-
oli. ‘Certainly the Torah could have directly 
made the point that Hashem promises to pro-
vide an extra measure of bounty before the 
Shemittah year (to make it clear that there 
will be enough to eat when the land is rest-
ing). Such a clear reassurance would have 
eased the fears of those who were to let their 
land lay fallow and assuage their doubts and 
concerns about how they would survive the 
Sabbatical year. 

‘However, (through this indirect approach,) 
the Torah teaches us a bigger lesson: the 
value of emunah forged through questioning. 
Asking a sincere question of the Ribbono Shel 
Olam or of parents, or teachers, is precious. A 
heartfelt question is to be encouraged and it 
deserves an answer. 

In our sedra, human questioning is part 
of the Torah haKedosha, a pasuk canonized 
for all time! May we learn from this Divine 
example of honoring the questions, doubts, 
fears and uncertainties of all. And may we 
take to heart the message that in matters 
of faith and philosophy, as well as in issues 
pertaining to the minutiae of Jewish law and 
living, there is no such thing as a foolish or 
unlearned question. Even if it is about the 
‘kashrus’ of a cat who ate treif. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Monday, May 2 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur was sponsored  

by Deanne Shapiro in loving memory of her dear father,  
Rabbi Abraham Chill (Harav Avraham ben Moshe Chaim) z”l - 

yahrzeit was 29 Nissan

Monday, May 9 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur was sponsored  
by Leonard Shapiro in loving memory of his dear father,  

Joseph Shapiro (Yosef ben Mordechai Tzvi z”l) yahrzeit was 8 Iyar

Wednesday morning, May 18 - Shiurim are sponsored by  
Estelle Harris in memory of all soldiers and victims of terror in 

Medinat Yisrael and for the safety of all Klall Yisrael here and abroad

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000


