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This Motzai Shabbat we commem-
orate Pesach Sheini, literally 
the second Pesach. In Parshat 

Beha’alotcha, we are instructed regard-
ing this second opportunity for those who 
were unable to offer the Korban Pesach at 
its proper time to be able to participate and 
fulfill this mitzvah.

Since there were some men who were 
unclean, having come in contact with a 
corpse and could not offer the Korban Pesach 
on that day. Appearing that same day before 
Moshe and Ahron, those men said to them, 
“Unclean though we are by reason of a corpse, 
why must we be prevented from presenting 
Hashem with an offering at its set time with 
the rest of the Jewish People?”  Moshe said to 
them, “Imdu- Stand by, and let me hear what 
instructions  Hashem gives for you.” Hashem 
spoke to Moshe, saying:  Speak to the Jewish 
people, and say: When any of you or of your 
posterity who are defiled by a corpse or are 
on a long journey would be unable to offer the 
Korban Pesach to Hashem, they shall offer it 
in the second month, on the fourteenth day of 
the month, at twilight. They shall eat it with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and they 
shall not leave any of it over until morning. 
They shall not break a bone of it. They shall 

offer it in strict accord with the law of the Kor-
ban Pesach...”

The Chidushei HaRim, the first Gerer 
Rebbe zy’a, explains that the word Imdu 
does not mean  to stand by and wait, rather 
it means Imdu stand up, even though you 
may have been unable to perform the 
mitzvah initially, don’t fall into despair. 
Imdu- stand up- Hashem  gives us the 
opportunity for a second chance!

So too in our days, in the absence of the 
Korban Pesach, there is an eternal message 
of chizuk, inherent in these verses, and 
represented by this sacred day of Pesach 
Sheini. Imdu- Stand up! Each of us can 
stand upright once again before HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu through teshuva and tefila. It is 
never too late! 

This important idea is similarly reflected 
and developed even further in a powerful 
teaching from Rebbe Naftali Tzvi of Rop-
schitz, zy’a. The Ropschitzer taught that 
a person might think that as a result of 
their many mistakes or flaws, that there is 
no hope for them, that it is impossible for 
them to turn their lives around, to improve 
their circumstances. Giving up, selling one-
self short, explains the Ropschitzer, is not 
only counterproductive, but is also an act 
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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of great heresy! Teshuva, the opportunity 
for growth and change, the opportunity to 
move forward, and leave  our mistakes or 
missed opportunities in the past, is a great 
gift from Hashem! One who feels that they 
are not capable of teshuva, explains the 
Rebbe, is not simply selling himself short, 
but rather denying the endless kindness, 
compassion and love that the Ribono Shel 
Olam  has for each and every member of 
Klal Yisrael.

The message of Pesach Sheini is precisely 
this idea, to leave behind those past mis-
takes or missed opportunities, and move 
forward and embrace the potential for 
growth and success, to embrace the gift of 
teshuva, to tap into our innate strength that 
Hashem has endowed each of us with, and 
in so doing transform ourselves and the 
entire world. 

FOR SALE 
New on the market - Huge luxury apartment  

in Old Katamon. 211m, one level, 2nd floor,   
5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms (2 ensuite), 3 balconies  
(2 sukkahs), 4 exposures, stunning view, facing 

the park,  2 covered parking spaces,  
large storage room.

For details, please contact
Chavi 054-345-6713 | Batsheva 054-397-3464

Eli 054-397-8899

FOR SALE: 4 room Garden Apartment!           
Sheinfeld neighborhood, Beit Shemesh  

 4 rooms, 125 sq.m., option for a fifth room                              
Succa porch & patio; huge salon & kitchen; master 

ensuite, storage/laundry room. Central to shuls, 
shops, buses, pool & gym; dynamic community!  

50 sq.m. front garden, large back courtyard.  

Pictures: https://hagefen.com/property/5231-2 
HaGefen Realty. Gavriel and Tova Weinberg 

054-639-3924  /  054-639-3925 
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