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Parshat Behar is a short parsha of 57 
verses. It is only one chapter plus 2 verses 
into the next chapter. It essentially is the 
conclusion of the book of Vayikra as next 
week’s Parsha, Bechukotai is mostly the 
warnings of the blessings and curses at 
stake upon entry in the Land.  

So while continuing the theme of Kedu-
sha that has been the preoccupation of 
this book of Vayikra, it pivots to address 
themes of societal structure, anticipat-
ing the impending entry into the land of 
Israel. We know the rest of the Torah, so 
we know that the entry into the Land will 
be delayed 40 years, but at this point in the 
Torah it appears as though we are about to 
enter the Land. The focus then shifts from 
Kedusha in our relationship with G-d to 
addressing foundations of Jewish society 

KI TEITZEI in anticipation of entry into the land.
1st aliya (Vayikra 25:1-13) 
Shmita: The Land of Israel has 
its Shabbat. Work 6 years, the 

7th is a Shabbat to G-d. What grows on its 
own is available to be used. Yovel: 7 cycles 
of 7 years is followed by Yovel, the 50th year, 
the Jubilee year. It is holy; pronounce lib-
erty throughout the Land. Slaves go free; 
Land returns to its original owner. 

The theme of holiness is expanded yet 
again. We have had holiness in the Mik-
dash, our approach to Him in His home. We 
have had holiness in food. Holiness in rela-
tionships; those permitted and those not.  
Holiness in time; Shabbat and holidays.  
Now we are introduced to the holiness of 
the Land of Israel, Kedushat Ha’aretz.  

The Land of Israel is the Land G-d invited 
us to - to be close to Him. We are closest 
to Him in His home, in the Mikdash. And 
in Jerusalem, His city. But the holiness of 
proximity to Him seeps outward from Jeru-
salem to the entire Land. This holiness, 
our proximity to the Shechina in the land 
of Israel produces unique laws related to 
agriculture, to this Land. Shemita and Yovel 
are such laws, applicable only in the Land 
of Israel. We who are privileged to live in 
the Land of Israel are privileged to walk in 
the garden of the King, His backyard. Both 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 
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a responsibility and a privilege.
Shemita tells us that we need to realize 

that all the earth is His. There are 2 human 
conditions that lead to alienation from G-d.  
Despondence. And hubris. Too low a view 
of our station. And too high. The Torah 
until here has focused extensively on G-d’s 
reach for man. The love of G-d for man 
creates a sense of self importance for us. 
He wants us? Wow, we must be special. If 
He reaches for me, then I need to extend 
my hand back to Him. This is man’s dignity 
and majesty. But, when we think too much 
of ourselves – the self made man, success, 
popularity, the world at my feet – well then, 
who needs G-d? I can do it all on my own.  
Shabbat teaches us that He is the Creator, 
not me. And Shmita teaches the same with 
real estate – it is His, not mine. Shemita 
tempers hubris.

But Yovel is a mitzvah of an entirely 
different sort. And it introduces us to the 
radical economic approach of the Torah: 
protection of the less fortunate.  

In Yovel, the slaves go free and the Land 
returns to its original order. This is the 
Torah’s version of bankruptcy. Let’s start 
over.  Every 50 years, the Land, which is the 
primary source of livelihood in an agrar-
ian society, gets a fresh start. If a person 
needed to sell his field it is only because he 
was in trouble financially. More so for the 
slave – he was really in trouble. Both get a 
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fresh start.  
It is this economic theory of protection of 

the less fortunate that is developed in the 
rest of the parsha.

2nd aliya (25:14-18) When sell-
ing your Land, do not abuse the 
buyer knowing the Land will 

return to you in the 50th year. Sell it com-
mensurate with the years the buyer will 
have until Yovel. Keeping these laws will 
allow you to be secure in the Land.

Commerce should always be fair. Buyer 
beware is not the Torah’s attitude. If the 
buyer is unaware that Yovel is in 3 years, 
do not sell at a price that would be for 40 
years of use. Security in the Land is depen-
dent not only on your loyalty to G-d, but on 
your fair business practice as well.

3rd aliya (25:19-24) Do not be 
concerned that you will not 
have enough to eat if you rest 

the Land; I will provide. Let the Land not be 
permanently sold; for the Land is Mine, you 
but sojourners on it.  

We don’t go to the extreme and expect 
our food to fall from heaven. We do need 
to work for our lunch. But Divine bless-
ing comes from doing the right thing. Rest 
on Shemita after working for 6 years and 
He will provide. We hint at this with our 
2 challot on Shabbat: on the day we don’t 
work, hey, a double portion. Rest when 
commanded – double blessing.

4th aliya (25:25-28) If one 
becomes needy and sells his 
field, redeem it. The seller may 

also redeem it according to the years left 
until it returns to him in Yovel.  

This section begins the development 
of the economic theory of intervention.  
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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When people are in trouble, help them 
out.  The sale of a field cannot end well. It’s 
losing a job. In an agrarian society, what 
will this former landowner do for a living?  
This is the beginning of a downward spiral.  
Redeem his field; get it back for him, so he 
can make a living. This is as the Talmud 
states; the highest form of tzedaka is giv-
ing a person a job. Redeeming the field is 
returning his way of making a living to him.

The Torah is legislating intervention. We 
cannot say: oh, that’s his problem. He got 
himself into trouble; he can get himself out.  
It’s not my business.  

This is the financial parallel to “do not 
stay idly by your neighbor’s blood”. The 
Torah does not allow us to be innocent 
bystanders, not getting involved. If some-
one’s life is in danger, we are required to 
step in. And in our parsha, if someone’s 
finances are collapsing we are required to 
step in.

But the family connection is also notice-
able. We must step in to help our family.  
There is a greater responsibility to family 
members than to others. Charity begins at 
home.   

5th aliya (25:29-38) A house in a 
city may also be redeemed if 
sold, but only within the first 

year. After that, the sale is permanent. 
Homes in open towns are considered like 
fields; they may be redeemed and they 
return in Yovel. The towns of the Leviim, 
even if walled, are always able to be 
redeemed and they too return in Yovel.  
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When one is in need, help him. Do not 
charge interest; give him life. I am G-d who 
took you out of Egypt to give you this Land 
and to be your G-d.

The Talmud points out that the progres-
sion here is from bad to worse. A forced 
sale of a field due to poverty. Then the sale 
of a home. Then the need for a loan. And 
in the next aliya, sold as a slave. The cheap-
est tzedaka is the first one; getting the field 
back, avoiding this whole collapse.

6th aliya (25:39-46) When one is 
sold to you as a slave, do not 
oppress him. Treat him as a 

worker. He goes free in the Yovel year. For 
you are My servants. Slaves purchased from 
the surrounding nations are as property 
that passes to future generations.

Slavery makes us uncomfortable because 
we know the abuses of slavery and its 

demeaning of human dignity. But the Torah 
does allow slavery. I think we have to view 
slavery within the context of the economic 
approach of the Torah: help to the unfor-
tunate rests on individuals. There is no 
government welfare system. Our modern 
generosity expressed in elaborate welfare 
systems is a very recent development. The 
Torah does not place care for the less for-
tunate on the shoulders of the government 
but rather on the generous shoulders of our 
people. As such, there may be circumstances 
in which the financial predicament is so 
dire that slavery is the best option. It is far 
beyond the scope of this forum to present 
the elaborate laws of slavery as developed 
in the Talmud but Jewish slavery has many 
generous laws built into it. But at least for 
the slave there is hope: freedom in Yovel.   

7th aliya (25:47-26:2) When a 
Jew is sold to a non-Jew, a rela-
tive shall redeem him, for the 

Jewish people are servants to Me, My ser-
vants that I redeemed from Egypt. 

In a beautiful expression of Imitatio Dei, 
imitating G-d’s ways, we are told to be like 
He was in Egypt. He took us out of Egypt; 
we too, should take our relatives out of 
slavery. 
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate 
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the 
parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes. 

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA                
13+5 P'SUKIM - 25:1-18

[P> 25:1 (7)] One of the most famous 
sedra openers in the Torah: "And G-d 
spoke to Moshe AT HAR SINAI saying..."

The unusual nature of the pasuk is 
based on the rare additional words 
in the otherwise very familiar pasuk: 
And G-d spoke to Moshe saying (which 
occurs 69 times). The mitzvot that 
follow deal with Sh'mita, the Sabbatical 
year. A basic element of our belief is 
that the whole Torah was revealed by 
G-d to Moshe (and by him to us) at Sinai 
(and not just the Ten Commandments, 
as many people - Jews and non-Jews - 
claim). Why then mention the location 
of this particular set of commands?

Note too, that the Torah identifies 
location of G-d's speaking to Moshe, five 
other times: Thrice B'MIDBAR SINAI and 
twice B'ARVOT MO'AV. But this time is 

STATS

MITZVOT

B&BBECHUKBEHAR
-33rd32ndof 54 sedras in Torah 
-10th9thof 10 in Vayikra

23013199Lines
-47th50thRank (Among The 54)

1257Parshiyot
431P’tuchot
826S’tumot

1357857P’sukim
-46/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

17501013737Words
-47/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

680939922817Letters
-47/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

B%BBECHUKBEHAR

14+227+57+17Mitzvot (pos/prohib)

Although with "only" 24 mitzvot, B'har does 
not seem to be in the major league of mitzva 
sedras, the fact is that there are only 7 sedras 
with more mitzvot than B'har. There are 
46 sedras with fewer. Yet there are only 4 
sedras smaller than B'har and 49 longer. Even 
B'chukotai's 12 puts it tied (with Va'etchanan) 
for 15th place.

BEHAR 
BECHUKOTAI

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to  
Dvora Lieman

toto 
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granddaughter/ and daughter 

HodayaHodaya  to  Yonatan ShavitYonatan Shavit
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HAFTORAH BEHAR 
 YIRMIYAHU 32: 6-22

This week’s haftorah discusses the pur-
chase of a field by Yirmiyahu, echoing one 
of the themes of this week’s Torah por-
tion—the purchase and redemption of real 
estate.

Yirmiyahu was confined in King Zidkiya-
hu’s royal compound for having prophesied 
about the destruction of Yerushalayim 
and the exile of the Jewish people. There, 
Hashem revealed Himself and informs 
Yirmiyahu that he will be approached by 
his cousin Chanamel with an offer to pur-
chase his ancestral lands. Hashem instructs 
Yirmiyahu to accept this offer.

Indeed, Chanamel arrived in the com-
pound with the offer, and Yirmiyahu 
accepted. Money was transferred and a 
document of purchase was penned in the 
presence of witnesses. The prophet then 
gave the deed to his disciple Baruch ben 
Neriah for safekeeping, and instructed him 
to store it in an earthenware vessel where 
it will remain for many years.

Yirmiyahu then conveys Hashem’s 
message, the symbolism inherent in this 
transaction: “So says the L-rd of Hosts, the 
G-d of Israel: ‘Houses and fields and vine-
yards shall be purchased again in this Land.’” 
Thus conveying a message of hope even on 
the eve of destruction and exile. Yes the Jews 
would be exiled, but they would also eventu-
ally be returned to their Land. 


