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From the time I was Zoche 
to move to Israel at the age 
of nine, I experienced Yom 
HaZikaron, Yom HaAtzmaut 
and Yom Yerushalayim as an 

Israeli boy, as a young student in Yeshiva, as 
a soldier in the army, as an adult, parent and 
now grandparent. Both days have a formu-
laic rhythm to them that I took for granted 
until a few years ago. 

For me and my family who have lost loved 
ones, Yom HaZikaron is a busy - and somber 
- day. There are Tekesim to go to, graves to 
visit, families to call with comforting words. 
We find Yom HaZikaron a meaningful day 
as we stop and appreciate the sacrifices 
of those who died Al Kidush HaShem and 
contemplate how to live a life of purpose 
and meaning in their merit, and in their 
absence. For Israelis, Yom HaAtzmaut 
is a busy - and joyous - day. Since I was a 
child, Yom HaAtzmaut celebrations often 
included some mixture of a Tefilah Chagigit, 
watching the Chidon HaTanach Olami on a 
live stream or with my family in person, and 
a barbeque or two. 

But while my connection to these days 
is deeply rooted, it became clear to me 
that many Olim don’t connect to Yom HaZ-
ikaron and Yom HaAtzmaut the way Israelis 
do. Yom HaZikaron presents some obvious 
challenges. The lack of familiarity with the 
way Israelis commemorate those lost in 
comparison to Memorial Day and the over-
all feeling of distance when watching others 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

be reminded of a lost loved one, when they 
themselves cannot relate. Yom HaAtzmaut 
can also be a struggle. While the day might 
be filled with fun activities and great food, 
many Olim find it challenging to feel a per-
sonal connection to the day coming off of 
Yom HaZikaron. 

With our commitment to the future of 
Am Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael and serving as a 
source of inspiration for Olim, the OU Israel 
team committed ourselves to helping Olim 
connect with each day appropriately and 
meaningfully. It took some time before we 
found the right format but in time it became 
clear that Olim were looking to walk away 
from these events feeling connected, pur-
poseful and inspired. Over the last 20 years 
we organized a Leil Yom Yerushalayim Tefil-
lah Chagigit, followed by a dinner. We also 
tried a morning Yom Yerushalayim Tefillah 
Chagigit followed by breakfast. Finally, we 
found a format that checked all the boxes 
- a Tefillah Chagigit on the morning of Yom 
Yerushalayim at the Tayelet. 

The positive feedback we received was 
reassuring and it begged the question, why 
not organize something for Yom HaZikaron 
or Yom HaAtzmaut?

So in 2018, the OU Israel team approached 
our friends at the Iriyat Yerushalayim to 
see what kind of program we could put 
together, and organized a Yom HaAtzmaut 
Tefillah Chagigit featuring Rabbi Shlomo 
Katz at Tachana Rishona. The first year, we 
expected about 600 people. 1,000 people 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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4,000 people. You could feel the ground shake 
with joyful dancing of the crowd as the sing-
ing, led by Rabbi Shlomo Katz and his band, 
took us to new heights. As I looked around I 
saw faces of Yeshiva and Seminary students, 
families, Olim young and old, each brimming 
with emotion as they connected to the Tefillot. 
The overwhelming responses the team and I 
have been receiving since the event has been 
unbelievable. Needless to say, we certainly 
need to find a much bigger venue for next 
year… and the funds to pay for it!

Yom Yerushalayim: We will once again be 
hosting our annual Yom Yerushalayim Tefil-
lah Chagigit this time the musical Tefillah 
and Hallel will be led by Rav Noam Koenigs-
berg at 7:30 am on Sunday, the 28th day of 
Iyar (May 29th), on the Tayelet and look for-
ward to sharing in the beautiful experience 
with all those who can attend. 

I continue to be grateful for all the 
responses we receive - each one inspires us 
to push the limits even further for next year. 
I look forward to seeing you all at the Tayelet 
on Yom Yerushalayim. B'ezrat HaShem, we 
will be singing Shirah together, looking over 
at the Beit HaMikdash as it stands proudly 
on Har HaMoriah.

Rabbi Avi Berman

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

attended. The second year, the crowd of 
1,000 grew to 2,500 people. The third year, 
Israel was mostly in lockdown due to Covid, 
so OU Israel shared a recording of the 2019 
event to help Olim connect to the day from 
their respective homes. In 2021, due to Covid 
restrictions, we hosted 500 people in an out-
door tent, with the remaining crowd of 1,000 
people standing outside. It was clear that we 
were onto something. 

Thanks to all of your donations and sup-
port, I feel that OU Israel has been able to 
bring meaning and simcha to the masses 
this year, as we put together meaningful 
programs for all three days. 

Yom HaZikaron: In an initiative led by 
Rabbi Moshe Taragin, OU Israel partnered 
with Yeshivat Har Etzion and Moetzet Gush 
Etzion to host an English broadcast of the 
Yom HaZikaron ceremony that took place 
at the Gush Etzion cemetery, where many 
heroes are buried. Together we hosted a 
pre-Tekes discussion and created an English 
translation of the ceremony to help Anglo-Is-
raelis feel connected to the day. With the help 
of Chaim Snow, the event was live streamed 
and recorded for those who could not attend 
in person. Visit our Facebook page for a link 
to the recording.  

Yom HaAtzmaut: Thanks to the tireless 
efforts of the OU Israel team and our won-
derful volunteers, we returned to Tachanah 
Rishonah and gathered a crowd of 3,500 to 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

Parshat Behar is a short parsha of 57 
verses. It is only one chapter plus 2 verses 
into the next chapter. It essentially is the 
conclusion of the book of Vayikra as next 
week’s Parsha, Bechukotai is mostly the 
warnings of the blessings and curses at 
stake upon entry in the Land.  

So while continuing the theme of Kedu-
sha that has been the preoccupation of 
this book of Vayikra, it pivots to address 
themes of societal structure, anticipat-
ing the impending entry into the land of 
Israel. We know the rest of the Torah, so 
we know that the entry into the Land will 
be delayed 40 years, but at this point in the 
Torah it appears as though we are about to 
enter the Land. The focus then shifts from 
Kedusha in our relationship with G-d to 
addressing foundations of Jewish society 

KI TEITZEI in anticipation of entry into the land.
1st aliya (Vayikra 25:1-13) 
Shmita: The Land of Israel has 
its Shabbat. Work 6 years, the 

7th is a Shabbat to G-d. What grows on its 
own is available to be used. Yovel: 7 cycles 
of 7 years is followed by Yovel, the 50th year, 
the Jubilee year. It is holy; pronounce lib-
erty throughout the Land. Slaves go free; 
Land returns to its original owner. 

The theme of holiness is expanded yet 
again. We have had holiness in the Mik-
dash, our approach to Him in His home. We 
have had holiness in food. Holiness in rela-
tionships; those permitted and those not.  
Holiness in time; Shabbat and holidays.  
Now we are introduced to the holiness of 
the Land of Israel, Kedushat Ha’aretz.  

The Land of Israel is the Land G-d invited 
us to - to be close to Him. We are closest 
to Him in His home, in the Mikdash. And 
in Jerusalem, His city. But the holiness of 
proximity to Him seeps outward from Jeru-
salem to the entire Land. This holiness, 
our proximity to the Shechina in the land 
of Israel produces unique laws related to 
agriculture, to this Land. Shemita and Yovel 
are such laws, applicable only in the Land 
of Israel. We who are privileged to live in 
the Land of Israel are privileged to walk in 
the garden of the King, His backyard. Both 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

BEHAR

 The OU Israel Family 
 sends its deepfelt condolences to

Melach & Elaine Lehman and family 
on the passing of  their grandson 

Rabbi Avraham Lehman z"l 
son of  Daniel & Chaya Lehman

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

May the Torah learned in this 
Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת

Marvin Hershkowitz z”l
משה חיים בן אפרים ז"ל

on his second yahrzeit -  י אייר
The Hershkowitz family
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a responsibility and a privilege.
Shemita tells us that we need to realize 

that all the earth is His. There are 2 human 
conditions that lead to alienation from G-d.  
Despondence. And hubris. Too low a view 
of our station. And too high. The Torah 
until here has focused extensively on G-d’s 
reach for man. The love of G-d for man 
creates a sense of self importance for us. 
He wants us? Wow, we must be special. If 
He reaches for me, then I need to extend 
my hand back to Him. This is man’s dignity 
and majesty. But, when we think too much 
of ourselves – the self made man, success, 
popularity, the world at my feet – well then, 
who needs G-d? I can do it all on my own.  
Shabbat teaches us that He is the Creator, 
not me. And Shmita teaches the same with 
real estate – it is His, not mine. Shemita 
tempers hubris.

But Yovel is a mitzvah of an entirely 
different sort. And it introduces us to the 
radical economic approach of the Torah: 
protection of the less fortunate.  

In Yovel, the slaves go free and the Land 
returns to its original order. This is the 
Torah’s version of bankruptcy. Let’s start 
over.  Every 50 years, the Land, which is the 
primary source of livelihood in an agrar-
ian society, gets a fresh start. If a person 
needed to sell his field it is only because he 
was in trouble financially. More so for the 
slave – he was really in trouble. Both get a 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat
ר' חנוך ב"ר ברוך יעקב ז"ל
Henry Schiffmiller z”l
whose 21st yahrzeit is on י"ג אייר
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fresh start.  
It is this economic theory of protection of 

the less fortunate that is developed in the 
rest of the parsha.

2nd aliya (25:14-18) When sell-
ing your Land, do not abuse the 
buyer knowing the Land will 

return to you in the 50th year. Sell it com-
mensurate with the years the buyer will 
have until Yovel. Keeping these laws will 
allow you to be secure in the Land.

Commerce should always be fair. Buyer 
beware is not the Torah’s attitude. If the 
buyer is unaware that Yovel is in 3 years, 
do not sell at a price that would be for 40 
years of use. Security in the Land is depen-
dent not only on your loyalty to G-d, but on 
your fair business practice as well.

3rd aliya (25:19-24) Do not be 
concerned that you will not 
have enough to eat if you rest 

the Land; I will provide. Let the Land not be 
permanently sold; for the Land is Mine, you 
but sojourners on it.  

We don’t go to the extreme and expect 
our food to fall from heaven. We do need 
to work for our lunch. But Divine bless-
ing comes from doing the right thing. Rest 
on Shemita after working for 6 years and 
He will provide. We hint at this with our 
2 challot on Shabbat: on the day we don’t 
work, hey, a double portion. Rest when 
commanded – double blessing.

4th aliya (25:25-28) If one 
becomes needy and sells his 
field, redeem it. The seller may 

also redeem it according to the years left 
until it returns to him in Yovel.  

This section begins the development 
of the economic theory of intervention.  

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Marci Rapp
050-424-8359
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When people are in trouble, help them 
out.  The sale of a field cannot end well. It’s 
losing a job. In an agrarian society, what 
will this former landowner do for a living?  
This is the beginning of a downward spiral.  
Redeem his field; get it back for him, so he 
can make a living. This is as the Talmud 
states; the highest form of tzedaka is giv-
ing a person a job. Redeeming the field is 
returning his way of making a living to him.

The Torah is legislating intervention. We 
cannot say: oh, that’s his problem. He got 
himself into trouble; he can get himself out.  
It’s not my business.  

This is the financial parallel to “do not 
stay idly by your neighbor’s blood”. The 
Torah does not allow us to be innocent 
bystanders, not getting involved. If some-
one’s life is in danger, we are required to 
step in. And in our parsha, if someone’s 
finances are collapsing we are required to 
step in.

But the family connection is also notice-
able. We must step in to help our family.  
There is a greater responsibility to family 
members than to others. Charity begins at 
home.   

5th aliya (25:29-38) A house in a 
city may also be redeemed if 
sold, but only within the first 

year. After that, the sale is permanent. 
Homes in open towns are considered like 
fields; they may be redeemed and they 
return in Yovel. The towns of the Leviim, 
even if walled, are always able to be 
redeemed and they too return in Yovel.  

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

Take advantage now!

Just 15% down payment!

Interest rates rise, stock values
decline, demand for our
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Tiferet Realty
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newly renovated modern 
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Please call Cynthia 0547266304 

MAXI B Xo
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בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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When one is in need, help him. Do not 
charge interest; give him life. I am G-d who 
took you out of Egypt to give you this Land 
and to be your G-d.

The Talmud points out that the progres-
sion here is from bad to worse. A forced 
sale of a field due to poverty. Then the sale 
of a home. Then the need for a loan. And 
in the next aliya, sold as a slave. The cheap-
est tzedaka is the first one; getting the field 
back, avoiding this whole collapse.

6th aliya (25:39-46) When one is 
sold to you as a slave, do not 
oppress him. Treat him as a 

worker. He goes free in the Yovel year. For 
you are My servants. Slaves purchased from 
the surrounding nations are as property 
that passes to future generations.

Slavery makes us uncomfortable because 
we know the abuses of slavery and its 

demeaning of human dignity. But the Torah 
does allow slavery. I think we have to view 
slavery within the context of the economic 
approach of the Torah: help to the unfor-
tunate rests on individuals. There is no 
government welfare system. Our modern 
generosity expressed in elaborate welfare 
systems is a very recent development. The 
Torah does not place care for the less for-
tunate on the shoulders of the government 
but rather on the generous shoulders of our 
people. As such, there may be circumstances 
in which the financial predicament is so 
dire that slavery is the best option. It is far 
beyond the scope of this forum to present 
the elaborate laws of slavery as developed 
in the Talmud but Jewish slavery has many 
generous laws built into it. But at least for 
the slave there is hope: freedom in Yovel.   

7th aliya (25:47-26:2) When a 
Jew is sold to a non-Jew, a rela-
tive shall redeem him, for the 

Jewish people are servants to Me, My ser-
vants that I redeemed from Egypt. 

In a beautiful expression of Imitatio Dei, 
imitating G-d’s ways, we are told to be like 
He was in Egypt. He took us out of Egypt; 
we too, should take our relatives out of 
slavery. 
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate 
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the 
parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes. 

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA                
13+5 P'SUKIM - 25:1-18

[P> 25:1 (7)] One of the most famous 
sedra openers in the Torah: "And G-d 
spoke to Moshe AT HAR SINAI saying..."

The unusual nature of the pasuk is 
based on the rare additional words 
in the otherwise very familiar pasuk: 
And G-d spoke to Moshe saying (which 
occurs 69 times). The mitzvot that 
follow deal with Sh'mita, the Sabbatical 
year. A basic element of our belief is 
that the whole Torah was revealed by 
G-d to Moshe (and by him to us) at Sinai 
(and not just the Ten Commandments, 
as many people - Jews and non-Jews - 
claim). Why then mention the location 
of this particular set of commands?

Note too, that the Torah identifies 
location of G-d's speaking to Moshe, five 
other times: Thrice B'MIDBAR SINAI and 
twice B'ARVOT MO'AV. But this time is 

STATS

MITZVOT

B&BBECHUKBEHAR
-33rd32ndof 54 sedras in Torah 
-10th9thof 10 in Vayikra

23013199Lines
-47th50thRank (Among The 54)

1257Parshiyot
431P’tuchot
826S’tumot

1357857P’sukim
-46/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

17501013737Words
-47/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

680939922817Letters
-47/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

B%BBECHUKBEHAR

14+227+57+17Mitzvot (pos/prohib)

Although with "only" 24 mitzvot, B'har does 
not seem to be in the major league of mitzva 
sedras, the fact is that there are only 7 sedras 
with more mitzvot than B'har. There are 
46 sedras with fewer. Yet there are only 4 
sedras smaller than B'har and 49 longer. Even 
B'chukotai's 12 puts it tied (with Va'etchanan) 
for 15th place.

BEHAR 
BECHUKOTAI

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to  
Dvora Lieman

toto 
Prof. Meni & Sandy Koslowsky 

and to and to 
Shlomo & Gila 

on the engagement of their great granddaughter/ 
granddaughter/ and daughter 

HodayaHodaya  to  Yonatan ShavitYonatan Shavit
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HAFTORAH BEHAR 
 YIRMIYAHU 32: 6-22

This week’s haftorah discusses the pur-
chase of a field by Yirmiyahu, echoing one 
of the themes of this week’s Torah por-
tion—the purchase and redemption of real 
estate.

Yirmiyahu was confined in King Zidkiya-
hu’s royal compound for having prophesied 
about the destruction of Yerushalayim 
and the exile of the Jewish people. There, 
Hashem revealed Himself and informs 
Yirmiyahu that he will be approached by 
his cousin Chanamel with an offer to pur-
chase his ancestral lands. Hashem instructs 
Yirmiyahu to accept this offer.

Indeed, Chanamel arrived in the com-
pound with the offer, and Yirmiyahu 
accepted. Money was transferred and a 
document of purchase was penned in the 
presence of witnesses. The prophet then 
gave the deed to his disciple Baruch ben 
Neriah for safekeeping, and instructed him 
to store it in an earthenware vessel where 
it will remain for many years.

Yirmiyahu then conveys Hashem’s 
message, the symbolism inherent in this 
transaction: “So says the L-rd of Hosts, the 
G-d of Israel: ‘Houses and fields and vine-
yards shall be purchased again in this Land.’” 
Thus conveying a message of hope even on 
the eve of destruction and exile. Yes the Jews 
would be exiled, but they would also eventu-
ally be returned to their Land. 
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The 
Economics  
of Liberty

The most surprising best-selling book in 
2014 was French economist Thomas Piketty’s 
Capital in the Twenty-First Century1 – a dense 
700-page-long treatise on economic theory 
backed by massive statistical research - not 
the usual stuff of runaway literary successes.

Much of its appeal was the way it docu-
mented the phenomenon that is reshaping 
societies throughout the world: in the current 
global economy, inequalities are growing 
apace. In the United States between 1979 and 
2013, the top one per cent saw their incomes 

1  Thomas Picketty, Capital in the Twen-
ty-First Century, translation:Arthur 
Goldhammer, Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 2014.

grow by more than 240 per cent, while the 
lowest fifth experienced a rise of only 10 per 
cent.2 More striking still is the difference in 
capital income from assets such as housing, 
stocks and bonds, where the top one per cent 
have seen a growth of 300 per cent, and the 
bottom fifth have suffered a fall of 60 per 
cent. In global terms, the combined wealth of 
the richest 85 individuals is equal to the total 
of the poorest 3.5 billion – half the population 
of the world.3 

Picketty’s contribution was in showing why 
this has happened. The market economy, 
he argues, tends to make us more and less 
equal at the same time: more equal because 
it spreads education, knowledge and skills 
more widely than in the past, but less equal 
because over time, especially in mature econ-
omies, the rate of return on capital tends to 
outpace the rate of growth of income and 
output. Those who own capital assets grow 
richer, faster than those who rely entirely on 
income from their labour. The increase in 

2  http://www.theatlantic.com/business/
archive/2012/12/a-giant-statistical-round-
up-of-the-income-inequality-crisis-in-16-
charts/266074.
3  h t t p : / / w w w . t h e g u a r d -
i a n . c o m / b u s i n e s s / 2 0 1 4 / j a n / 2 0 /
oxfam-85-richest-people-half-of-the-world.

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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inequality is, he says, “potentially threatening 
to democratic societies and to the values of 
social justice on which they are based.”

This is the latest chapter in a very old 
story indeed. Isaiah Berlin made the point 
that not all values can co-exist – in this case, 
freedom and equality.4 You can have one or 
the other but not both: the more economic 
freedom, the less equality; the more equality, 
the less freedom. That was the key conflict 
of the Cold War era, between capitalism and 
communism. Communism lost the battle. In 
the 1980s, under Ronald Reagan in America, 
Margaret Thatcher in Britain, markets were 
liberalized, and by the end of the decade the 
Soviet Union had collapsed. But unfettered 
economic freedom produces its own discon-
tents, and Picketty’s book is one of several 
warning signs.

All of this makes the social legislation of 
parshat Behar a text for our time, because the 
Torah is profoundly concerned, not just with 
economics, but with the more fundamental 
moral and human issues. What kind of soci-
ety do we seek? What social order best does 
justice to human dignity and the delicate 
bonds linking us to one another and to God?

What makes Judaism distinctive is its 
commitment to both freedom and equality, 
while at the same time recognising the ten-
sion between them. The opening chapters of 
Genesis describe the consequences of God’s 
gift to humans of individual freedom. But 
since we are social animals, we need also 
collective freedom. Hence the significance of 
the opening chapters of Shemot, with their 

4  Isaiah Berlin, ‘Two concepts of liberty,’ 
in Four Essays on Liberty, Oxford University 
Press, 1969.

OU ISRAEL CENTER         75

and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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view, 8.5 rooms, great location. 
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characterisation of Egypt as an example 
of a society that deprives people of liberty, 
enslaving populations and making the many 
subject to the will of the few. Time and again 
the Torah explains its laws as ways of pre-
serving freedom, remembering what it was 
like, in Egypt, to be deprived of liberty.

The Torah is also committed to the equal 
dignity of human beings in the image, and 
under the sovereignty, of God. That quest for 
equality was not fully realised in the bibli-
cal era. There were hierarchies in biblical 
Israel. Not everyone could be a king; not 
everyone was a priest. But Judaism had no 
class system. It had no equivalent of Plato’s 
division of society into men of gold, silver 
and bronze, or Aristotle’s belief that some 
are born to rule, others to be ruled. In the 
community of the covenant envisaged by 
the Torah, we are all God’s children, all pre-
cious in His sight, each with a contribution 
to make to the common good.

The fundamental insight of parshat Behar 
is precisely that restated by Piketty, namely 
that economic inequalities have a ten-
dency to increase over time, and the result 
may be a loss of freedom as well. People 
can become enslaved by a burden of debt. 
In biblical times this might involve selling 
yourself literally into slavery as the only way 

of guaranteeing food and shelter. Families 
might be forced into selling their land: their 
ancestral inheritance from the days of Moses. 
The result would be a society in which, in the 
course of time, a few would become substan-
tial landowners while many became landless 
and impoverished.

The Torah’s solution, set out in Behar, is a 
periodic restoration of people’s fundamen-
tal liberties. Every seventh year, debts were 
to be released and Israelite slaves set free. 
After seven sabbatical cycles, the Jubilee 
year was to be a time when, with few excep-
tions, ancestral land returned to its original 
owners. The Liberty Bell in Philadelphia is 
engraved with the famous words of the Jubi-
lee command, in the King James translation:

“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land 
unto all the inhabitants thereof.” (Lev. 25:10)

So relevant does this vision remain that the 
international movement for debt relief for 
developing countries by the year 2000 was 
called Jubilee 2000, an explicit reference to 
the principles set out in our parsha.

Three things are worth noting about the 
Torah’s social and economic programme. 
First, it is more concerned with human free-
dom than with a narrow focus on economic 
equality. Losing your land or becom-
ing trapped by debt are real constraints 
on freedom.5 Fundamental to a Jewish 
understanding of the moral dimension of 
economics is the idea of independence, 
“each person under his own vine and fig 
tree” as the prophet Micah puts it (Mic. 4:4). 

5  This is the argument set out by Nobel 
Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen in 
his book, Development as Freedom, Oxford 
Paperbacks, 2001.

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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We pray in the Grace after Meals, “Do not 
make us dependent on the gifts or loans of 
other people … so that we may suffer neither 
shame nor humiliation.” There is something 
profoundly degrading in losing your inde-
pendence and being forced to depend on 
the goodwill of others. Hence the provisions 
of Behar are directed not at equality but at 
restoring people’s capacity to earn their own 
livelihood as free and independent agents.

Next, it takes this entire system out of the 
hands of human legislators. It rests on two 
fundamental ideas about capital and labour. 
First, the land belongs to God:

“Since the land is Mine, no land shall be sold 
permanently. You are foreigners and resident 
aliens as far as I am concerned.” (Lev. 25:23)

Second, the same applies to people:
“Because the Israelites are My servants, 

whom I brought out of Egypt, they must not 
be sold as slaves.” (Lev. 25:42)

This means that personal and economic 
liberty are not open to political negotiation. 
They are inalienable, God-given rights. This 

054-723-3863  
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Eta: 054-723-3863 

Rachel: 052-546-6425  
CALL 
TODAY
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WE MUST CELEBRATE!
We the Neamans, Yehoshua & Shulamit 

and our family came on Aliyah to  
Eretz Yisrael on May 2, 1972  

(corresponding to Lag Laomer 5732)
Our ancestors would have walked to 

the Holy Land if they would have been 
permitted to enter and live here.

Today, when it is so easy to come,  
every Jew should be living here.  

Every Jew who does live here should 
celebrate their Aliyahanniversary 

annually.  
REMEMBER!
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

כי גרים ותושבים אתם עמד
“For you are strangers and settlers with Me.” (25:23)
The great Dubnow Magid (Rabbi Yaakov Kranz 1740-1804) in his work “Ohel Yaakov”, asks how this pasuk 

could describe our relationship to G-d using contradictory words. Are we to become “strangers” or “settlers” 
in our Land? You seemingly cannot be both.

The Magid responds that the verse does hint that the relationship between yourselves and Me is always 
that of “strangers” and “settlers”. If you will live in this Land like strangers, understanding that you are here 
only temporarily, carefully behaving as a guest, then, I G-d, will become a permanent settler amongst you. 
However, if you misconstrue this Land as your permanent property and live here as permanent settlers, doing 
whatever you want under false misconceptions that you are the owners, then My presence will be that of a 
stranger and negate from living in your midst.

If you, Israel, act the stranger, then I will be a permanent settler. However, act as permanent settlers, then 
I must be the stranger. Shabbat Shalom

Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

is what lay behind John F. Kennedy’s ref-
erence in his 1961 Presidential Inaugural, 
to the “revolutionary beliefs for which our 
forebears fought,” namely “the belief that the 
rights of man come not from the generosity 
of the state but from the hand of God.”

Third, it tells us that economics is, and 
must remain, a discipline that rests on moral 
foundations. What matters to the Torah is 
not simply technical indices such as the rate 
of growth or absolute standards of wealth 
but the quality and texture of relationships: 
people’s independence and sense of dignity, 
the ways in which the system allows people 
to recover from misfortune, and the extent 
to which it allows the members of a society 
to live the truth that “when you eat from the 
labour of your hands you will be happy and 
it will be well with you.” (Ps. 128:2)

In no other intellectual area have Jews 
been so dominant. They have won 41 per 
cent of Nobel prizes in economics.6 They 

6  See the Jewish Virtual Library’s list of 
Jewish Nobel laureates: http://www.jewish-
virtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/nobels.
html 

developed some of the greatest ideas in the 
field: David Ricardo’s theory of compara-
tive advantage, John von Neumann’s Game 
Theory (a development of which gained 
Professor Robert Aumann a Nobel Prize), 
Milton Friedman’s monetary theory, Gary 
Becker’s extension of economic theory to 
family dynamics, Daniel Kahneman and 
Amos Tversky’s theory of behavioural eco-
nomics, and many others. Not always but 
often the moral dimension has been evi-
dent in their work. 

There is something impressive, even 
spiritual, in the fact that Jews have sought 
to create – down here on earth, not up in 
heaven in an afterlife – systems that seek 
to maximise human liberty and creativ-
ity. And the foundations lie in our parsha, 
whose ancient words are inspiring still. 
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As is true with the bulk of Sefer Vay-
ikra, this week’s parasha contains 
no historical events nor any per-

sonal story, only specific laws and statutes. 
However, it is unique insofar that none of 
the laws found in the parasha speaks of sac-
rificial rites, laws of purity and impurity or 
regulations to be followed by the Kohanim. 
This Torah portion focuses upon the agricul-
tural/social laws of Shemitta and Yovel, the 
sale of an ancestral field (“s’deh achuza”), 
its time limitations and the obligation of its 
redemption.

Our haftarah follows suit, telling the story 
of the redemption of the ancestral field of 
Chanamel by his cousin, the prophet Yirmi-
yahu. The Talmud learns much of these laws 
of witnessing and sale of real estate from 
this episode in Sefer Yirmiyahu (32: 6-27). It 
is Hashem Himself Who commands the navi 
to help his impoverished relative - a fact that 
troubles Rav Soloveitchik – as it should us. 
The Rav wonders why Yirmiyahu has to be 
commanded by G-d to fulfill a mitzvah that 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

is commanded to all in the Torah. Why was 
it necessary for Hashem to prompt him to do 
what should have been obvious?

Actually, the Rav explains, the answer 
can be found in the navi’s words them-
selves. G-d had previously told that the 
city of Jerusalem was doomed to fall into 
the hands of the Kasdim (Chaldeans). The 
prophet rightfully wonders - if redeeming 
an ancestral field is meant to insure that 
the field would return to the original fam-
ily upon the advent of the Yovel year, then 
of what purpose is the redemption if, upon 
the enemy’s conquest, everyone would lose 
their s’deh achuzah? 

In his brilliant response, the Rav suggests 
that we read the haftarah carefully. By 
doing so, we would learn how G-d requires 
Yirmiyahu to write two deed documents: 
one would be a “sefer galui”, an open doc-
ument, while the other would be sealed, a 
“sefer chatum”. The open document, as the 
G’mara explains (Bava Batra 160b), would 
be written with the text visible from the 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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outside while the sealed document would be 
folded and tied, with the text hidden from 
outside eyes. 

Rav Soloveitchik enlightens us by sug-
gesting that G-d was explaining to the navi 
that He relates to our nation in two differ-
ent ways. When Jews live on their land 
peacefully, when there are no threats from 
foreign enemies, no “Chaldeans” amassed 
on the border and storming the walls, then 
the rationale for the redemption of the 
ancestral fields is obvious and open to all. 
And the open document is sufficient. There 
are times, however, when G-d relates to the 
Jewish nation through a sealed document, 
when the reason for the redemption of a 
field is not easily understood; the deed is 
folded and tied and clear to none.

Hashem taught Yirmiyahu that although 
he lived in a time that redemption had to 
be written with a “sefer chatum” it will, 
ultimately, change to a “sefer galui”. And, as 
the Rav closes his essay, he teaches that that 
these laws of Yovel are not only a halacha – 
but a promise. And he writes: “A father or 
grandfather sells his land in the first year 
of the yovel cycle. Fifty years later, the son 
or grandson may not even be aware that 
he has a nachala (inheritance). But, with 
the sound of the shofar of yovel, someone 
knocks on the door and informs him that he 
now owns his ancestral land.”

And so it is with the redemption of the 
ancestral land of all of Israel! 
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Window 
Shopping 
and the 
Prohibition of 
Ona’a
וכי תמכרו ממכר לעמיתך או קנה מיד עמיתך אל תונו איש 

את אחיו. )ויקרא כה:יד(

And when you make a sale to your fellow or 
make a purchase from your fellow, you shall not 
wrong (lo tonu) one another. (Vayikra 25:14)

All transactions in which we engage, 
whether a purchase or sale, must be con-
ducted in an honest manner and without 
taking advantage of anyone. There are cer-
tain scenarios that may seem harmless but 
should be carefully evaluated in order to 
ensure that one is not violating the prohibi-
tion of ona’a.

Rabbi Zilberstein, in VeHa’arev Na, offers 
examples of common practices that may in 
fact cross the line from innocent behavior to 
deception.

An apparently innocent act like the follow-
ing may in fact be considered to violate the 
edict of ona’a.  An individual is determined 
to buy a new set of headphones. He searches 
the internet to research recommendations 
for quality headphones and compares prices 

from various vendors.  The individual nar-
rows down his interest to a leading brand of 
headphones and is able to buy them on-line 
at an incredibly discounted price. However, 
the music lover prefers to try the headphones 
first-hand prior to purchasing them to be 
sure that the sound is clear and crisp. He goes 
to a local electronics store and seeks the assis-
tance of the store manager with trying on the 
desired sets of headphones.  After determin-
ing the pair is satisfactory, the individual 
thanks the store manager for his assistance, 
leaves the store and orders the headphones 
on-line. 

What is the issue at hand? Can’t one go 
window shopping? Does one have to buy 
goods every time they enter a store? The 
problem in this example is that the individual 
has no intention of buying headphones, but 
he gives the salesperson the false impression 
that he might. The Gemara (Bava Metzia 58b) 
says of this, “One should not say, ‘How much 
does this cost?’ if he does not want to buy it, 
because it disappoints the seller.”

Here, too, when one enters the electronics 
store, it creates an expectation vis-à-vis the 
salesperson of a potential purchase. When 
one has no intention to purchase, the act is 
prohibited.

The Me’iri (Bava Metzia 58b) explains 
the reasoning behind this prohibition: If 
one enters a store without intending to buy, 
after the salesperson spends time assisting 
the customer, the customer will feel a bit 
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uncomfortable telling the salesperson that he 
had no intention to buy. Instead, he will offer 
other excuses as to why he is not interested 
in the product. This may devalue the object 
in the sight of other customers who overhear, 
and even if no other potential customers are 
present, it will upset the salesperson and 
make him feel like a failure for not complet-
ing the sale.

What would be the proper approach? Be 
honest with the salespeople. Tell them you 
are “just looking around” so they don’t waste 
their time trying to sell you something and 
can focus on other customers. It would be 
best to buy a small item, like a pair of batter-
ies, while looking around, which will benefit 
the store. Alternatively, tell them you would 
like to try the headphones but believe you can 
get a better price elsewhere. The salesperson 
may be able to match the discounted price 
or justify their higher price with an extended 
warranty, service contract, or return policy.

There are some achronim who believe that 
“traffic” in a store is valuable.  When people 
see a busy store, they assume there is a sale or 
valuable products being offered and it lures in 
customers.  Therefore, so long as one does not 
deceive the salesperson, there is no harm in 
looking around, even with no intention to buy.  

The prohibition of ona’a is a serious one, 
and in the age of the Internet, it is in danger of 
becoming more prevalent. We should do our 
best to consider our actions and their effect 
on others at all times and at all places, includ-
ing while shopping. 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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Gorgeous 
Giving

We are commanded to help our breth-
ren when they falter or fall into a situation 
of hardship or misfortune. “Vehechezakta 
bo” (Vayikra 25:35), strengthen him and 
help him regain his footing. This is a fun-
damental aspect of Judaism, consider every 
Jew your brother or sister, lend a hand to 
support, sustain and offer relief.

In Psalm 41, Dovid Hamelech character-
izes true giving. One must be a “maskil el 
dal” (Tehillim 31:2). One must know how 
to give with “seichel”, thought and consid-
eration.  Rav Pincus in Tiferet Shimshon 
describes two types of givers. When the 
first type of person is approached, he will 
listen to the problem and offer the asked 
for assistance. The other type, however, 
will take interest in the situation and skill-
fully ask questions to determine how best 

to help. The difference lies in attitude. Is the 
one asking for help a random person or is 
he my brother? If he is my brother, I will do 
whatever I can to assess the circumstances 
and respond in the most effective way. 
Does he need physical help or emotional 
support? Is he well connected to a commu-
nity or relatively unknown? Is he asking for 
one thing but really needs something else 
and is embarrassed to ask for it? If he is my 
sister or brother, I will seek out his welfare 
and try to be as proactive in helping as I 
can. Hashem treats us measure for mea-
sure. When we are in a difficult situation, 
“yikra-eini ve-e’eneihu,” (Tehillim 91:15), 
when we call out Hashem will respond. 
However, those who take action and antic-
ipate ways to help, “terem yikrau veAni 
e-eneh” (Yeshayahu 65:24), even before we 
call out Hashem takes an interest in seek-
ing goodness for us. 

Another aspect of a “maskil” notes Rav 
Meir Chodosh, is knowing how to give. It 
takes cleverness to preserve another’s dig-
nity, to give with sensitivity and at times 
creativity.

Rav Biderman quotes the Zohar 
Hakadosh who teaches that when Hashem 
wants to send a ‘gift’ to show someone His 

For Sale - New in Baka - 

renovated family Duplex, 136, 3 bedrooms + 
family room. 3 sukka balconies on both levels, 

elevator & parking 5,900,000NIS

Ruth Abrahami Estate 0548070677
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030FOR MANY MORE
PROPERTIES:

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES 
RECHAVIA 
Spacious 5 room 160 sqm apt. 4 air exposures! 
50 sqm succah terrace. Very comfortable home!
OLD KATAMON
* In a small building, 125 sqm, private entrance,

3 exposures, Excellent potential, NIS 4,000,000!  
* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm spacious duplex, succah, 

private elevator.
TALBIEH
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, elevator, NIS 2,590,000! 
HAR NOF
* Shlav B- 4 bedrooms, 3 air exposures,

magnicent view! NIS 3,000,000.
* Shlav A- penthouse 144 sqm, 3 air exposures,

80 sqm terrace, magnicent view! NIS 4,300,000.
* Villa - 720 sqm lot, spacious 330 sqm 3 level home.

10+ rooms. Lots of outdoor space!
HAR NOF RENTAL:
Shlav A - Spacious renovated 4 bdrms.
semi furnished, MB en suite, succah! NIS 8,000

love, He will send him a person who needs 
tzedakah. Further, the Chidah writes that 
the letters preceding “kaf”, “samech” and 
“fay”, spelling “kesef”, are “yud”, “nun” 
and “ayin”, the letters that spell “ani”, one 
who is poor.  Even before Hashem grants 
a person his money, Hashem has already 
determined to whom the money will go.

It is important to note, says Rav Zacks in 
Menachem Tzion, that the Torah does not 
write, “vehechezakta oto”, the classic form 
of saying “him”, rather “bo”, through him. 
Truly the one who gives becomes strength-
ened through the act of giving. Siach 
Mordechai adds that giving to others brings 
a person to a higher level of completeness. 
We are created to emulate Hashem, to give 
to others and look for ways to help oth-
ers while maintaining their dignity to the 
greatest degree possible. 

Unlock Your Fundraising Potential
Launch a P2P campaign that attracts new donors and larger donations 

TRUSTED BY 1000+ Organizations

CauseMatch

108%

BONUS 
ROUND

Contact us 02-376-1257 1-917-341-4586USIL www.causematch.com
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Questions 
For much of the Nineteenth Century, the 

tzadik Reb Shmuel Salant, zy’a, was the 
beloved leader of the Yishuv haYashan, the 
Jewish community in Eretz Yisrael during 
Ottoman rule, serving as the Ashkenazi Chief 
Rabbi of Yerushalayim for more than seventy 
years. Instrumental in establishing Yeshivas 
Etz Chaim as well as Bikur Cholim Hospital, 
Reb Shmuel guided the Jews of Yerushalayim 
through years of poverty and hardship with 
kindness and sensitivity.

While sitting in the Beis Medrash one day, 
learning with his talmidim, a simple woman 
of the Holy City once came to Reb Shmuel and 
asked, “By mistake I left a piece of unsalted, 
un-kashered meat on the windowsill and 
a cat jumped up and ate it! Is the cat now 
treif?” The talmidim struggled to hold in their 
laughter, but regained composure when 
Reb Shmuel flashed them an intense glare. 
The Rav stood and walked over to the shelf, 
removed a large Halachic sefer and opened 
it, making it appear that he was looking up 
the law. In a sincere and thoughtful tone, the 
rav answered: “I’m so sorry, giveret, the cat is 
treif, and going forward, you should be care-
ful not to put meat on the windowsill before 
you salt it, to avoid placing a ‘stumbling block’ 

before the unwitting cat and to save it from 
sinning.” 

After the simple woman left, Reb Shmuel 
told his students: “One must be exceptionally 
very careful with kavod ha-briyos and never 
laugh at a question you are asked. However 
misguided or unlearned, all questions — and 
those who ask them — must be honored!

ָרֵאל  ִישְׂ ֵני  ֶאל־בְּ ר  בֵּ דַּ ֵלאמֹר:  ִסיַני  ַהר  בְּ ה  ֶאל־משֶׁ ה׳  ר  ַוְיַדבֵּ

ְבָתה  ר ֲאִני נֵֹתן ָלֶכם ְושָׁ י ָתבֹאּו ֶאל־ָהָאֶרץ ֲאשֶׁ ְוָאַמְרתָּ ֲאֵלֶהם כִּ

ת ַלה׳: בָּ ָהָאֶרץ שַׁ

Hashem spoke to Moshe on Mount Sinai: 
Speak to Bnei Yisrael and say to them, ‘When 
you enter the land that I assign to you, the 
land shall observe a Shabbos of Hashem 
(Shmittah).’ (25:1)

Rashi encourages us to try to understand 
the connection between our sedra’s opening 
pesukim: 

מה ענין שמיטה אצל הר סיני?

What is the relationship between the con-
cept of Shmittah and Har Sinai?

והלא כל המצות נאמרו מסיני?

And are not all the mitzvos given on Sinai?
Why does the Torah specify this mitzvah 

as being given at Mount Sinai? There must 
be some intrinsic connection — what does 
Shmitta have to do with Sinai? In contem-
porary Israeli culture, one might use an 
idiomatic expression meaning, “What’s that 
got to do with anything?” Or, “What’s that got 
to do with the price of tea in China?” 

Just as the fundamental and philosophical 
רפואה שלמה

הרבנית פייגא ציפורה בת הדסה

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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principles of Shemittah, and its intricate 
halachos and details of its observance, were 
all stated at Sinai, all of Torah and mitzvos 
with their general principles and their finer 
details, were stated at Sinai. In fact, in our 
parsha, while Am Yisrael is on the plains of 
Moab, they are getting a full review of all the 
laws. 

Shemita directs the focus of an agrar-
ian-based society toward a collective 
spiritual reorientation. It is an opportu-
nity to strengthen our emunah, and live a 
more Shabbosdik existence for a year. What 
Shabbos achieves with regard to religious 
re-jew-venation and menuchah for the indi-
vidual, Shmittah accomplishes on a national 
level. And even for those of us who are not 
directly engaged in the farming industry, a 
sensitivity to Hilchos Shemittah directs us 
toward harmony with the spirit of the Land 
with the goal of strengthening our emunah. 
We begin to rely more on faith in God, and 
less on our own physical strength and mate-
rial abilities. 

This is why, beyond ‘the price of tea in 
China’ and the mitzvah of Shemittah’s logis-
tical placement in these verses, our sedra 
follows up by voicing challenging question: 
ִביִעת ֵהן לֹא ִנְזָרע ְולֹא ֶנֱאסֹף  ָנה ַהשְּׁ שָּׁ ְוִכי תֹאְמרּו ַמה־ּנֹאַכל בַּ

בּוָאֵתנּו ֶאת־תְּ

 And if you should say, ‘What will we eat in 
the seventh year? Will we not sow and not 
gather in our produce?’ 
בּוָאה  ֶאת־ַהתְּ ת  ְוָעשָׂ ית  שִּׁ ַהשִּׁ ָנה  שָּׁ בַּ ָלֶכם  ְרָכִתי  ֶאת־בִּ יִתי  ְוִצוִּ

ִנים לׁש ַהשָּׁ ִלשְׁ

Know then, that I will command My bless-
ing for you in the sixth year, and it will yield 
produce for three years. (25:26).

Rebbe Leibele Eiger of Lublin, author of 
Sefer Toras Emes, wonders aloud why the 

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!  
In a small lane of Old Katamon, Private Mediterranean style 
house for sale - full of charm, high ceilings, quiet, 600m built 
on 3 levels, plot of 1,020m with amazing private garden, wine 
cellar, large terraces, a must! DEBORAH-054-4804767
NEW BOUTIQUE LUXURIOUS PROJECT IN BAKA - Reuven 
St., only 8 apartments for sale!! Be the first ones to know about 
it, NOT YET ON THE MARKET!  Garden apartments, spacious 
apartments 150-300m, succah terraces or huge private 
gardens, underground parking, storage  
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony - Garden apartment 
with private entrance, 250m with private garden, parking, 
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartments building- 
MAYA- 054-6650184
Rechavia, Ben Maimon - New 240m apartment, boutique 
building, very bright, succah terraces, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking. DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Best location in Talbieh -  magnificent new penthouse 
300m, in an authentic small building, top standard, double 
height ceilings,7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private 
roof terrace 120m, panoramic views, private elevator, private 
parking- DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Authentic Mansion on a dead-end St., German Colony 
- 1150m plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, 
additional building rights to add 2 more floors-  
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
On a small lane of Baka - beautiful 190m penthouse,  
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat 
elevator, small - MAYA – 054-6650184
Old Katamon, on a quiet lane - In a new project under 
construction,  200m apartment + 53m succah terraces, 
parking, storage, attractive price!! MAYA – 054-6650184
Luxurious Villa in Talbieh, 300m built with 200m private 
garden and roof terrace to amazing views, 6 rooms, finished at 
top standard- DEBORAH- 054-4804767

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!
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Torah has given voice to the farmer’s doubts 
— and by extension to our human concerns: 
‘What will we eat? How will we survive….’

דברי השאלה הזאת יורה על המבקש אמונה,

בעוד שלא נתפשטה האמונה בלבו לראות בחוש השגחתו 

ית׳ בכל פרט, אמנם לבו משתוקק להגיע לשלימות האמונה 

הזאת, שגם איש כזה חביב לפני ה׳ ית׳

The wording of the (farmer’s) question 
shows that he is seeking emunah.

Although emunah has not expanded in 
his heart to the point that he can plainly see 
the Divine providence in every detail of life, 
nevertheless, his heart yearns to reach this 

complete faith — and a person in this state is 
precious to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

The great Rav Dovid Trenk, zt’l, a gadol in 
chinuch, was a guide and mentor to countless 
students and fellow teachers. In a speech to 
educators, Rav Trenk mentioned this very 
point in the name of Rebbe Zusha of Anip-
oli. ‘Certainly the Torah could have directly 
made the point that Hashem promises to pro-
vide an extra measure of bounty before the 
Shemittah year (to make it clear that there 
will be enough to eat when the land is rest-
ing). Such a clear reassurance would have 
eased the fears of those who were to let their 
land lay fallow and assuage their doubts and 
concerns about how they would survive the 
Sabbatical year. 

‘However, (through this indirect approach,) 
the Torah teaches us a bigger lesson: the 
value of emunah forged through questioning. 
Asking a sincere question of the Ribbono Shel 
Olam or of parents, or teachers, is precious. A 
heartfelt question is to be encouraged and it 
deserves an answer. 

In our sedra, human questioning is part 
of the Torah haKedosha, a pasuk canonized 
for all time! May we learn from this Divine 
example of honoring the questions, doubts, 
fears and uncertainties of all. And may we 
take to heart the message that in matters 
of faith and philosophy, as well as in issues 
pertaining to the minutiae of Jewish law and 
living, there is no such thing as a foolish or 
unlearned question. Even if it is about the 
‘kashrus’ of a cat who ate treif. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Monday, May 2 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur was sponsored  

by Deanne Shapiro in loving memory of her dear father,  
Rabbi Abraham Chill (Harav Avraham ben Moshe Chaim) z”l - 

yahrzeit was 29 Nissan

Monday, May 9 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur was sponsored  
by Leonard Shapiro in loving memory of his dear father,  

Joseph Shapiro (Yosef ben Mordechai Tzvi z”l) yahrzeit was 8 Iyar

Wednesday morning, May 18 - Shiurim are sponsored by  
Estelle Harris in memory of all soldiers and victims of terror in 

Medinat Yisrael and for the safety of all Klall Yisrael here and abroad

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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NCSY ISRAEL AND

SAY THANK YOU
TO ALL OUR RUNNERS & SUPPORTERS AT
THIS YEAR’S JERUSALEM MARATHON

20
22

MARCH 17, 2023 TEAMNCSY.COM

ISRAEL

SAVE THE DATE
FOR NEXT YEAR’S RUN

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Talia Agatstein
Zecharia Charish
Lior Cohen
Avi Cohen
Joanee Cohen
Ayelet Cohen
Ari Emmer
Yael Emmer
Koby Erdfarb

Shraga Fein
Sam Frank
Yoni Gelband
Rina Gelband
Ezra Glanz
Ahava Goldgrab
Moshe Horn
Deena Kalker
Josh Kashnow

Leora Kashnow
Reva Kesselman
Yonah Kram
Yonah Leifert
Hannah Mamet
Asher Manning
Lia Manning
Yehuda Migdal
Meron Nemirov

Adele Nemirov
Gaby Novick
Zipporah Nuszen
Benzion Pollack
Talia Rapps
Shlomo Rayman
Yonina Schwartz
Ayelet Steinberger
Emily Stemp
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רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Azriel ben Chaya Michal

• AFS
• Avraham ben Baila Hinda

 • שלמה בן אסתר 
 • יהונתן בן מחלה

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, 

call Ruth 02-628-7359  
or Judy 054-569-0410

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Shabbat afternoon shiur with  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres - 5:15pm  

in the back garden of the 
OU Israel Center
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הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815Tel: +972 2 568 6578  |  +972 50 446 9515
toviyah@israel-properties.com

www.israel-properties.com

Tiberias New Project

 

This project will be designed and 
maintained to a very high standard. Will 

include a synagogue, gym, bar and 
restaurants. Luxurious pool option 

available. A total of 71 apartments in the 
project. Each Apartment includes 1 parking.

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!
Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals 

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us 
On Facebook
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UNITED
HATZALAH

WHEN SECONDS COUNT...

UNITED HATZALAH IS THERE.

United Hatzalah’s network of more than 6,000 
volunteer medics help save thousands of lives each 
year across Israel by providing medical treatment in an 

average response time of 3 minutes or less.

www.israelrescue.org 1221
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This Motzai Shabbat we commem-
orate Pesach Sheini, literally 
the second Pesach. In Parshat 

Beha’alotcha, we are instructed regard-
ing this second opportunity for those who 
were unable to offer the Korban Pesach at 
its proper time to be able to participate and 
fulfill this mitzvah.

Since there were some men who were 
unclean, having come in contact with a 
corpse and could not offer the Korban Pesach 
on that day. Appearing that same day before 
Moshe and Ahron, those men said to them, 
“Unclean though we are by reason of a corpse, 
why must we be prevented from presenting 
Hashem with an offering at its set time with 
the rest of the Jewish People?”  Moshe said to 
them, “Imdu- Stand by, and let me hear what 
instructions  Hashem gives for you.” Hashem 
spoke to Moshe, saying:  Speak to the Jewish 
people, and say: When any of you or of your 
posterity who are defiled by a corpse or are 
on a long journey would be unable to offer the 
Korban Pesach to Hashem, they shall offer it 
in the second month, on the fourteenth day of 
the month, at twilight. They shall eat it with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and they 
shall not leave any of it over until morning. 
They shall not break a bone of it. They shall 

offer it in strict accord with the law of the Kor-
ban Pesach...”

The Chidushei HaRim, the first Gerer 
Rebbe zy’a, explains that the word Imdu 
does not mean  to stand by and wait, rather 
it means Imdu stand up, even though you 
may have been unable to perform the 
mitzvah initially, don’t fall into despair. 
Imdu- stand up- Hashem  gives us the 
opportunity for a second chance!

So too in our days, in the absence of the 
Korban Pesach, there is an eternal message 
of chizuk, inherent in these verses, and 
represented by this sacred day of Pesach 
Sheini. Imdu- Stand up! Each of us can 
stand upright once again before HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu through teshuva and tefila. It is 
never too late! 

This important idea is similarly reflected 
and developed even further in a powerful 
teaching from Rebbe Naftali Tzvi of Rop-
schitz, zy’a. The Ropschitzer taught that 
a person might think that as a result of 
their many mistakes or flaws, that there is 
no hope for them, that it is impossible for 
them to turn their lives around, to improve 
their circumstances. Giving up, selling one-
self short, explains the Ropschitzer, is not 
only counterproductive, but is also an act 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731



OU ISRAEL CENTER         39

of great heresy! Teshuva, the opportunity 
for growth and change, the opportunity to 
move forward, and leave  our mistakes or 
missed opportunities in the past, is a great 
gift from Hashem! One who feels that they 
are not capable of teshuva, explains the 
Rebbe, is not simply selling himself short, 
but rather denying the endless kindness, 
compassion and love that the Ribono Shel 
Olam  has for each and every member of 
Klal Yisrael.

The message of Pesach Sheini is precisely 
this idea, to leave behind those past mis-
takes or missed opportunities, and move 
forward and embrace the potential for 
growth and success, to embrace the gift of 
teshuva, to tap into our innate strength that 
Hashem has endowed each of us with, and 
in so doing transform ourselves and the 
entire world. 

FOR SALE 
New on the market - Huge luxury apartment  

in Old Katamon. 211m, one level, 2nd floor,   
5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms (2 ensuite), 3 balconies  
(2 sukkahs), 4 exposures, stunning view, facing 

the park,  2 covered parking spaces,  
large storage room.

For details, please contact
Chavi 054-345-6713 | Batsheva 054-397-3464

Eli 054-397-8899

FOR SALE: 4 room Garden Apartment!           
Sheinfeld neighborhood, Beit Shemesh  

 4 rooms, 125 sq.m., option for a fifth room                              
Succa porch & patio; huge salon & kitchen; master 

ensuite, storage/laundry room. Central to shuls, 
shops, buses, pool & gym; dynamic community!  

50 sq.m. front garden, large back courtyard.  

Pictures: https://hagefen.com/property/5231-2 
HaGefen Realty. Gavriel and Tova Weinberg 

054-639-3924  /  054-639-3925 

 ! 
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Shmitta and 
the Struggle 
to Settle Israel 

The experience of Shmita is both fasci-
nating and iconic. Occurring once in seven 
years, it carries the mystique of some-
thing “extraordinary” or even enchanted. 
Intended as a seminal national experience, it 
was rarely practiced in its truest form. In the 
modern context, our encounter with shmita 
has dramatically shifted from the fields and 
orchards to the rows of the supermarket. 

Tragically, during the first mikdash era, 
shmita was largely ignored. During that 
deeply flawed 400-year period, seventy 
shmita and yovel periods were disregarded. 
A seventy- year galus in Babylonia provided 
respite, allowing the Land to recoup its lost 
shmita cycles. Ironically, the Jews of the sec-
ond mikdash era did adhere to the laws of 

shmita. However, during this period, the cal-
iber of this mitzvah was compromised. Most 
Jews did not return from Exile, and under 
these disappointing conditions, the Bibli-
cal experience of shmita no longer applied. 
Shmita was still practiced at a Rabbinic level, 
but the ideal performance of the mitzvah 
remained elusive. 

In effect, during the initial nine hundred 
years of residence in our Homeland, shmita 
never achieved its full stature. In the year 
70 AD, the long night of Jewish exile began 
and shmita, effectively, faded from view 
for close to eighteen hundred years. When 
it resurfaced, it would become entangled in 
significant controversy. 

Surviving Shmita
Toward the end of the 19th century, Jewish 

settlement in Israel expanded beyond the 
vicinity of Jerusalem. New agrarian settle-
ments, almost exclusively dependent upon 
farming, sprouted up. The specter of a full 
year of shmita, absent of any agricultural 
activity, threatened both the livelihood and 
the lives of these new yishuvim or moshavot. 
In the lead up to the shmita year of 1889, a 
fierce controversy erupted surrounding 
potential workarounds for shmita. Lead-
ing Israeli and European rabbis debated 
the legality of circumventing shmita prohi-
bitions by selling Jewish lands to gentiles. 
Many authorities rejected this legal fiction 
known as ‘heter mechira’, recommending 
instead, full compliance and a complete 
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Andrew David Shiller, MD
Integrative Pain Management

Harvard Trained

Healing Pain 
When Drugs and Procedures Don't Help

In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, and
by Telemedicine in Israel, NY, CT,

NJ, FL, VA

drshiller.com/consult
 058-789-0369 

scan me for
more info 

work stoppage. Alternatively, many rabbis 
who were exposed first-hand to the dire situ-
ation, were more supportive of this potential 
leniency. Shmita became a divisive issue.

The struggle wasn’t only divisive, it was 
also sadly ironic. We had dreamed of this 
historical “moment” for centuries. Having 
been scattered across the globe, we yearned 
for a return to the fields and pasturelands 
of Israel. How sadly paradoxical that, claw-
ing our way home in the late 19th century, 
we were obliged to sell our Land to gentiles. 
What a sad commentary upon the imperfect 
nature of our return. Evidently, history and 
the Land were not yet ready for a full Jewish 
return. 

Gradually, as the cycles of shmita passed, 
reality overcame ideology and the heter 
mechira policy of selling the Land of Israel 
finally became institutionalized by Rav Kook 
in the year 1909. 

Modern Shmitta 
For most of us who do not live agricultural 

lives, shmita has transformed into a year in 
which we insert one more “check box” to our 
kashrut checklist. Most of the overall popula-
tion relies upon the heter-mechira sale, while 
continuing to purchase Israeli products, as 
they would during a non-shmita year. Others, 
who are uncomfortable with this “halachik 
bypass”, import their produce or purchase 
it from local Arabs, or from farms located 
outside the boundaries of biblical Israel. It 
should be plainly obvious that each of these 
solutions is severely deficient. 

These two differing strategies reflect fun-
damentally different attitudes about religious 
life in Israel. One approach places almost 
exclusive emphasis upon personal religious 
experience. Imported fruits or Gentile-owned 

REHAVIA – Luxurious penthouse, 4 rooms, 
140m, 3rd floor + Shabbat elevator,  
30m terraces, Sukkah, open view, private parking

MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of BAKA - In a stylish building – 
New penthouse, 4 rooms, 100m, huge terrace/
sukkah (100m), 3rd floor + elevator, alone on 
the floor 

5750000 NIS  – MENDEL 052-8980111
Live in the City and feel in the Countryside - 
in the heart of BAKA - ground floor of Arab 
house, 3 rooms + independent 2-room unit, 
balcony/Sukkah, garden, private roof + 
building rights, close to all amenities 

4800000 NIS – MICHAEL 052-3202488
BAKA - In a boutique building (after TAMA 38), 
3 new rooms apartment with garden,  Shabbat 
elevator,  near schools, synagogues, stores…

2800000 NIS - MICHAEL 052-3202488
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vegetables are optimal for preserving the 
kashrut level of my personal plate of food. If 
personal religious quality is the primary fac-
tor, this approach is far superior. 

Other Jews adopt a more nationalis-
tic view- one concerned with sweeping 
shmita ramifications, beyond their own 
kitchen or meal plan. Individuals may be 
able to import from Gaza, Turkey or Jor-
dan. Nationally though, a full cessation of 
labor would starve the agricultural indus-
try. Shutting down this sector for an entire 
year and ceasing exports, would practically 
forfeit international markets. My personal 
salad can be imported, but the agricultural 
industry- a vital national asset- requires a 
different shmita solution. 

Additionally, the heter-mechira bypass 
is valuable for national kosher ‘coverage’. 
Fervently religious people may be willing 
to incur greater cost or enjoy lower quality 
produce to maintain shmita laws. General 
Israeli consumers, though, may be less 
dedicated and less willing to sacrifice qual-
ity. To enable national shmita observance, 
heter mechira is necessary to insure readily 
available “kosher” produce. Heter-mechira 
may not represent the highest standard of 
kashrut but it remains the best vehicle for 
stretching shmita to the national stage. 

Religious One-upmanship 
Shmita possesses unifying potential: Collec-

tively, we return the Land to God and retire 
for a year-long spiritual retreat. Economic 
ledgers are wiped and, for an entire year, the 
divisions between affluent and poor vanish. 
During the Sukkot immediately after shmita, 
an entire nation descends upon the city of 
unity for a public recital of Torah known 
as Hakhel- which caps the solidarity which 
shmitta generated.

In the modern world we have lost so much 
of our shmita experience. Can we at least retain 
shmita as a unifier? Let us not turn shmita into 
a “kashrut competition” or a smug conversa-
tion about which “flawed approach” to shmita 
kashrut is halachikally superior. If we still hav-
en’t solved shmita in the modern state, let it 
not degenerate into sanctimony or holier-than-
thou posturing. Those who don’t rely upon the 
heter-mechira workaround should appreciate 
the needs of national shmitta. Those who do 
rely upon the workaround should have the 
intellectual honesty to realize how flimsy it is 
and how, in an ideal world, we would not sell 
off our country to non-Jews. 

Shmita is also a year of humility before 
God. Hopefully, we all navigate this shmita 
with humility, appreciating and respecting 
different approaches to this quandary. 

PROF. MENACHEM MARCUS , M.D.
BOARD-CERTIFIED RHEUMATOLOGIST
Specializing in Arthritis and Osteoporosis

Ultrasound-guided injections of trigger fingers,  
carpal tunnel, joints.

Voted one of the “Best Doctors” in New Jersey 1999 -2021

60 REHOV DISKIN, JERUSALEM
02-5635-673 WhatsApp + 972-58-563-5673
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www.theisraelcalendar.org
Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your program 
with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

Visit The Israel Calendar to 
explore English-language events 
taking place all over the country! 
The Israel Calendar  is an online platform showcasing virtual 

and in-person English-speaking programming throughout 

the country. All events posted on the calendar are designed 

for Olim seeking to connect with like-minded Anglos while 

benefiting from English-oriented events.
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Devekut 
Rabbi Walter S. Wurzburger, an eminent 

student of Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, related 
that he spent the seder with the Rav and 
the Rav’s family on many occasions. What 
impressed him most, he said, was not the 
Rav’s elaborate and brilliant excursions on 
the Haggadah, but the way the Rav would 
break down in uncontrollable weeping 
while reciting the second portion of the 
Hallel. “Witnessing the Rav’s overwhelming 
emotional depths was a most inspiring and 
unforgettable experience. It taught me the 
importance of ta’amu u’reu (“taste and see”), 
of experiencing God with one’s heart, and 
not just with one’s mind.” (Noraot HaRav, 
Shreiber, Vol. 15).

With this backdrop in mind let us exam-
ine the Rav’s unique perspective on the 
Torah’s imperative of devekut. Firstly, the 
Rav asserts that devekut is a mitzvah. The 
Rambam decisively includes devekut as part 
of his enumeration of the six hundred and 
thirteen mitzvot. This being the case, it is 
even more compelling that we define how 
one fulfills this mitzvah.1

Unlike the Ramban
A multiplicity of commentaries offer their 

1  The imperative to attain the level of deve-
kut is repeated in the Torah numerous times: 
Devarim 10:20, 11:22, 13:5, 30:20.

definitions of devekut. For example, the 
Ramban describes the idea of devekut this 
way: “To remember God and his love always, 
when you sleep and arise, until one speaks 
with human beings with one’s mouth and 
tongue, but his heart is not with them but 
before God” (Devarim 11:22). The Rav, who 
often is drawn to the interpretations of the 
Ramban does not adopt his approach. 2

Perhaps the Rav was not attracted to this 
perspective because it remains a contempla-
tive state, one which is difficult to determine. 
Furthermore, it is an approach which dis-
tances the man of God from the world; it is 
abstract and the Rav, seemingly, prefers a 
definition that is more grounded. Addition-
ally, the Ramban’s description of devekut as 
being an unceasing heightened conscious-
ness would seem to be only attainable to a 
select few. Should we accept the thesis that 
this mitzvah is relegated to a select group of 
spiritual elite? (See Tradition 41:2, Carmy, p. 
109).

Devekut: The Highest Rung
How then does one attain - devekut - this 

highest level of relationship between man 
and God? The Rav points our attention a 

2  The Ramchal in Mesillat Yesharim 
appears to adopt this same path; Devekut 
means that one’s consciousness is elevated 
above one’s worldly affairs and concentrates 
on the Divine. (Mesillat Yesharim, “The Divi-
sions of Saintliness”, Feldheim, p.248)
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poignant pasuk in sefer Devarim:
“If, then, you faithfully keep all this 

instruction that I command you, to love 
the Lord your God, walk in all His ways, 
and cleave to Him…”(Devarim 11:22). One 
should read this verse, the Rav proposed, as 
a three step process. One is climbing a lad-
der and is aiming to attain the loftiest rung. 

The first rung depicts the commitment of 
a person in observing the mitzvot as a fulfill-
ment of a divine command - with awe and 
a sense of duty one dedicates themselves 
to Torah law. The second rung represents 
a higher form of worship. Here, one seeks 
to emulate the Divine ways. One inculcates 
Godly characteristics in one’s persona such 
as kindness and compassion. One emulates 
Godly actions, for example, by providing 
clothing for the poor, companionship to the 
sick and assisting with burying the dead. But 
here too, argues the Rav, one is ultimately 
surrendering one’s will to the higher will of 
God. Emulating God is an expression of love 
but there remains the underlying element of 
“fear of God.” God sets the bar high and the 
servant of God must muster their strength to 
live up to these standards. (And From There 
You Shall Seek, p. 81)

Following the two aforementioned stages 
we arrive at the loftiest level of the religious 
experience. This stage surpasses the other 
levels. This the Rav describes as devekut: “A 
wave of pure love, ablaze with the fire of 
longing, [it] surfaces and expels the anxiety 
and dread…the individual who is fleeing 
(from the Almighty) suddenly senses the 
hand of the Shechina caressing him like a 
gentle, compassionate mother. He turns 
around, trembling and dumbstruck, covers 
himself with his cloak, and then uncovers a 
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little of his face. He looks with amazed eyes, 
full of fear and astonishment, until his gaze 
encounters the smile of the Shechina, who 
is revealing herself and running after him. 
(Ibid., pp. 91-92)

Achieving This Exalted State
1. Torah Learning: The Rav cited a les-

son that has been promulgated by two 
historical figures. Both personalities had 
an immense influence on the Rav’s own 
hashkafa: Rabbi Chaim Volozhin and Rebbe 
Shneur Zalman of Liadi. Although they 
both represented different approaches, 
regarding the following they saw eye to 
eye. Both Rabbi Chaim’s Nefesh Hachaim 
(6:4) as well as the Tanya (Chapter 2) cite 
achdut ha-maskil ve-ha-muskal as the path 
to achieve devekut. This concept is trans-
lated as “the unity of the Knower and the 
Known.” Put simply, there is a kind of 
knowledge of a concept or a  thing that 
remains quite distant from one’s essence. 
In contrast, there is the kind of knowledge 
of an idea or thing in which one feels a 
direct bond and is even drawn to it. 

The Rav posited that the latter is what 
happens when a Jew studies Torah. “If man 
thinks about the ideas expounded in the 
word of God..an affectionate relationship 
develops between man and God. As the 
Tanya says, when someone understands 
a halacha, ‘he grasps the wisdom of the 
Omnipresent.’” The Torah makes divine 
thought understandable to man. Learning 
this wisdom connects us to the Giver of this 

wisdom. Engagement in Talmud Torah is a 
portal in which one achieves devekut. (Shi-
urei HaRav, Torah and Humility, pp. 92-93).

Apparently, this attachment to God which 
one attains when engaged in Torah study 
often happens unknowingly. One is not 
always cognizant of the growing bond being 
developed when studying Torah. However, 
at other times the feeling of devekut through 
engagement in Torah study is palpable. 
The Rav often shared personal accounts of 
this latter kind of experience. He related 
the intimacy he felt with Hashem, as if the 
Shechina was peering over his shoulder, 
encouraging and supporting him.3

2. Grand View of the Mesorah: In an 
attempt to offer another illustration of 
the notion of devekut, the Rav described a 
memory from his childhood. “I remember 
myself as a child…I had one friend, and he 
was - please don’t laugh at me - Maimon-
ides, the Rambam. How did we become 
friends? We simply met. The Rambam was 
a regular guest in our house.” (AFTYSS, p. 
143)

The Rav discerned the following practical 
example of experiencing devekut. Namely, 
seeing and sensing oneself as being part of 
an ancient and awe-inspiring chain of tra-
dition and feeling its fervor and pulsating 
vitality. “When the Halacha discusses the 
transmission of the Torah, the receiving 

3  See ‘Torah, Chazal and Science,’ Meisel-
man, p. 711

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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of the tradition (masorah), it is not dealing 
with an abstract idea, but with something 
real that  urges, yearns, and impels the indi-
vidual to activity.” (Ibid.)

The Rav argued that achieving this level of 
consciousness is attainable and quite real: 
“This experience belongs to my childhood. 
Still, it is not the golden fantasy of a little 
boy; the feeling in it is not mystical. It is a 
completely historical, psychological reality 
that is alive even now in the depths of my 
soul. When I sit down and learn Torah, I find 
myself immediately in the company of the 
sages of the masorah. (Ibid. p. 145)

In a word, devekut is the feeling one 
encounters when envisioning one’s life and 
place in the world as part of the continuum 
of Jewish history. 

3. Finding the Commandments In 
Oneself: A Jew is summoned to accept the 
commandments and surrenders to God’s 
will. However, this axiom should merely be 
seen as the foundation of our observance of 
the mitzvot. One is to strive to attain the level 
which exceeds merely the observance of the 
divine law as an act of surrender. Ideally 
one is to achieve the sensation of feeling har-
monious with the law. “The blurring of the 
gaps that separate the free personal moral 
law from the compulsory revelational com-
mand causes an experience of total freedom 
- as if the divine commandment were identi-
cal with the demand of the creative rational 
consciousness” (AFTYSS, pp. 128-129)

The Rav offered a variety of examples 

when one might feel devekut, and an ele-
vated closeness to Hashem: “Is man not 
exalted by putting on tefillin? Does he not 
feel this exaltation and take pleasure in 
it? Does man not joyfully experience his 
neshama yeterah (additional soul) on the 
Sabbath? Does he not take pleasure in the 
Sabbath peace and the holiday joy? Does 
not the fulfillment of the commandments 
constitute an experience that sweetens the 
bitterness in man’s life, purifies the indi-
vidual, and redeems him from distress, 
loneliness, and grief? (Ibid)

Most Needed Today
The Rav added this memorable medi-

tation: Judaism rests on three attributes 
signified by the head, the hand, and the 
heart. The head represents the intellect, 
the intellectual engagement with the Torah 
and knowledge of its rules. “The learning 
of Torah is… nothing less than the sancti-
fication of the mind through intellectual 
struggle.”4 The hand represents action 
and therefore performance of the mitzvot, 
which sanctifies the rest of the body. It is 
the third, the heart, he lamented, that is 
most lacking. Despite that “the Merciful 
One desires the heart”5 (ֵעי א בָּ  most ,(ַרְחָמָנא ִליבָּ
people do not feel God in their heart.6 

4  Before Hashem, 135.
5  Raya Mehemna, Ki Tetze, 281b; cf. San-
hedrin 106b.
6   Before Hashem, 134–136.  

Torah Tidbits Distribution is looking for 
weekly assistance in getting TT to our 
distributors in Tzfat. If you can help, 
please call 0505-772-111. Thank you!
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recall the endless numbers who suffered 
under the Greeks and Romans. Or those 
forced into hereditary slavery through a 
legitimized slave trade under 15th century 
Catholicism in Portugal. Needless to say, 
our collective memory still harbors horrific 
scenes from the Gulag under Stalin and the 
deathly work camps under the Nazis. 

Despite the difficulties of defining slavery 
today, it appears that no less than 40 million 
people worldwide are in some form of slav-
ery (!) For instance, 24.9 million people are 
in forced labor, and 4.8 million persons are 
sexually exploited (Wikipedia). 

In conclusion, observe the Torah’s treat-
ment of a Jewish slave. First, “You shall not 
work him with slave labor!” Indeed, the 
Artscroll defines such an impoverished indi-
vidual as an “indentured servant” whose 
masters must treat him with such consid-
eration that the sages declared (Kiddushin 
20a) that, ‘one who buys himself a slave buys 
himself a master.’” 

Because, as “Hashem’s servant,” it is sac-
rilegious to sell him on the auction block; he 
is to be purchased discreetly and may not 
be assigned degrading or menial tasks. Fur-
thermore, the master must provide for the 
servant and his family. Finally, when the 
Jubilee year comes around, the servant and 
his family are freed to return to their previ-
ous property.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

Slavery – No 
More!

Today, in our PC world, if you type the 
word “slave,” your editing program tells you 
to replace the term with “enslaved person.” 

Notably, The Torah recognizes various 
types of slaves and distinguishes, in our Par-
sha, between Jewish slaves and non-Jewish 
slaves. Of significance, however, long before 
today’s enlightened computer programs, the 
Jewish ethos prevailed and struck a very 
humanistic and sensitive approach to the 
whole question of enslaved people.

Perhaps the foundation of the Jewish 
“attitude” to slavery emerges from two fun-
damental bases. The first is that as slaves 
in Egypt, we, as a people, understood the 
meaning of suffering and the deprivation of 
a person’s right to self-determination and to 
make life choices.

But of greater import is that as much as 
the master believes he owns his slaves (for 
whatever reasons they entered into the mas-
ter-slave relationship), the Torah stresses 
that the “ownership” of life is in the hands 
of Hashem. Especially regarding Jewish 
servants, Hashem would remind us that we 
left being Pharoah’s slaves so that we might 
serve Him. 

We tend to think of enslaved Africans 
when we talk about slavery. But we should 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

thrown away. Authorities posit that one 
may not disgrace the latter (see Orach 
Chayim 21 regarding tzitzit), and sources 
make gradations in restrictions based on 
level of linkage to the mitzva (e.g., tzitzit 
and schach > tzitzit garment and sukka 
walls, respectively) and levels of disgrace 
(use with filth > throwing in the garbage > 
leaving unattended outside).  

Oil left in a Chanuka ner sometimes must 
be burnt without benefit (see Shulchan 
Aruch, OC 677:4). This limitation is because 
of muktzeh (set aside) for a mitzva and does 
not apply to Shabbat candles, which calls 
for it being used for human needs (Tosafot, 
Shabbat 44a). There is a machloket among 
contemporary poskim whether Shabbat 
oil leftovers may be disgraced, including 
throwing them directly into the garbage, 
(see opinions cited in Ginzei Hakodesh 
19:12). (All the above refers to a significant 
amount of leftover, not negligible residue, 
as we distinguish regarding kedushat shvi’it 
leftovers.) We refer to a thesis we raised 

Disposing 
of Tea Light 
Leftovers

Question: I read that one should not 
throw directly into the garbage mitzva-re-
lated objects. Should I wrap in plastic the 
leftover shell and wax residue from “tea 
light” Shabbat candles? 

Answer: [We have discussed questions 
about respect for objects involved in mitz-
vot (tzitzit, netilat yadayim cups, a “yad”), 
and so relying on electronic access, we will 
go light on sources. The fact that the ques-
tion never dawned upon me intrigued and 
pushed me to seek logical guidelines.]

The gemara (Megilla 26b) says that while 
tashmishei kedusha (objects related to 
holy texts) require geniza, tashmishei 
mitzva (used to facilitate mitzvot, e.g., 
sukka, lulav, shofar, and tzitzit) may be 
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(this column, Shelach 81) that throwing 
things in a normal home garbage is not 
as degrading as throwing into a garbage 
dump of old. 

A tea light shell is not a producer of a 
mitzva flame, but just something that held 
it. This makes it a tashmish d’tashmish 
mitzva, the lowest of the Pri Megadim’s (153, 
MZ 15) six categories of special objects, for 
which he provides no halachot. Therefore, 
it is not surprising that regarding a simple 
glass cup holding oil/candle for Shabbat 
lights, the standard opinion is that one 
may discard it as he likes (Ginzei Hakodesh 
19:13). 

However, Ginzei Hakodesh (16:(16)) cites 
an interesting principle from Rav Elyashiv. 
When an object is clearly related to a 
mitzva per se (not just a good practice, e.g., 
a kipa), it should be discarded respectfully. 
Using regular halachic rules, a chanukiya 
or Shabbat candlestick could be more 
lenient than the glass cup sitting on it, as 
it is one step further removed from the 
mitzva. But one can (even though it prob-
ably is unnecessary) accept this stringency 
and still not have qualms about the tea 
lights. On technical grounds, tea lights are 
used throughout the world for many other 
purposes than Shabbat candles, so its con-
nection might not be as clear. However, 
there is a more fundamental distinction. 
The clear connection to a mitzva makes 
sense not because someone can guess what 

it was used for (the user is himself aware), 
but it is a matter of association.  We and/
or society closely associate certain objects 
with a mitzva. You will find candlesticks/
chanukiyot in Jewish museums and kids’ 
mitzva games, not oil cups. An object that 
would cause a nostalgic person to feel loss 
when throwing out should be disposed of 
carefully when its nostalgia is connected to 
a mitzva. While higher levels on the kedu-
sha “totem pole” follow objective halachic 
criteria, a tashmish d’tashmish mitzva gets 
special treatment only when it subjectively 
deserves it. A normal person disposes of 
flimsy, disposable tea light shells without 
sentiment, and therefore there are no lim-
itations. The factors that caused me to not 
think of your question are likely reason for 
it being permitted

While we are not generally against per-
sonal chumrot, unnecessary ones involving 
regular use of plastic are not positive 
“chasidut,” as the Orthodox Jewish com-
munity must embrace civic and global 
environmental responsibility. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  
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Otzar Ha’aretz 
Kedushat 
Shevi’it 
Updates - Iyar

Vegetables
We are entering summer and parting 

from the otzar beit din vegetables planted 
in the sixth year.

Bananas will continue to be otzar beit 
din all year long.

Eggplants still have kedushat shevi’it 
until mid-Iyar.

Peppers - the otzar beit din crops (planted 
during the sixth year) were finished after 
pesach. Instead, there are peppers from 
the Aravah (olei Mitzrayim) (Damka, Ein 
Yahav).

Carrots - unfortunately the kedushat she-
vi’it crop was finished before pesach, and 
there will be olei Mitzrayim carrots only.

Pumpkin, butternut squash, beets – 
still sixth-year.

Garlic - our only import is dry garlic 
(from China).

All other vegetables are olei Mitzrayim.
Fruit, oil, and wine
In the months to come we will see more 

and more otzar beit din fruit. Here’s what 
to expect (subject to changes):

The first otzar beit din fruit available was 
the loquat (shesek). Note that loquat sea-
son is relatively short (2 months), so hurry 
to buy now before the season is over!

In 1-2 weeks, peaches and nectarines 
with kedushat shevi’it will also become 
available. After them B”H apricots and 
apples, sabra and grapes, mangos and 
pears. All other fruits are still sixth-year.

Olives and olive oil- Unfortunately, to 
the best of our knowledge, there will not 
be any olive oil with kedushat shevi’it avail-
able, nor will there be pickled olives.

Wine - G-d willing there will be 5,000 L of 
otzar beit din grape juice and another 5,000 
L of otzar beit din wine from Mevo Horon 
and Kida wineries.

There will also be organic grape juice 
and fine wine available from Ramat HaGo-
lan wineries in conjunction with the otzar 
beit din of the Golan Heights rabbis, headed 
by Rabbi Yishai Samuel shlita, head of the 
Golan Kashrut Department and rabbi of 
moshav Yonatan.

Prices and stores
Price list for otzar beit din produce, and 

updated list of Otzar Ha’aretz stores, are on 
their website: https://buy.otzar-haretz.co.il/
english/ 

YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT  
IN JERUSALEM
Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Spiritually 
Healthy 
Children

Last time we saw that the Talmud’s presenta-
tion, of the argument between Chizkiyahu and 
Yeshayahu, concludes with what can be inter-
preted as a condemnation of using technology 
to have healthy children. While Chizkiyahu 
chose not to have children due to his concern 
regarding their fate, Yeshayahu admonished 
him. It is not up to you, the prophet suggested, 
you must have children and let God decide 
what will happen with them.

However, many poskim do permit, and 
even condone, and encourage, undergo-
ing genetic testing in order to have healthy 
children. How do these poskim explain this 
Talmudic tale?

Chizkiyahu refused to have children 
because he knew that there was nothing 
that he could do to change the situation. 
Indeed, when he did have a child, Menashe, 
he was one of the worst kings in the entire 
Tanach. Were he able to change the outcome 
he would have chosen to do so and Yesha-
yahu may have agreed with his decision. 
Since today we do have that capacity we 
can choose to use preimplantation genetic 
diagnosis, PGD, to have healthy children and 
this is permitted.

Chizkiyahu was not concerned with the 
health of his offspring, rather, their spiri-
tual well-being. This is not always in our 
hands, as much as we educate our children 
and raise them to follow our footsteps, many 
factors impact their eventual religious affil-
iations. We cannot limit ourselves to only 
having perfectly observant children. Chiz-
kiyahu chose not to have children unless 
they would serve Hashem, as he did. It 
was this decision that Yeshayahu disagreed 
with, claiming that such an outcome is in 
the hands of the Lord. This is very different 
from having a known genetic disease, and 
seeking to eradicate it through PGD.

One other important difference between 
the story of Chizkiyahu and our reality, is 
that Yeshayahu was not acting on his own. 
Instead, he was an emissary, sent by God to 
relay a Divine message. The Almighty, Him-
self, told Chizkiyahu to have children, and 
by refusing to do so, the king was rebelling 
against the Creator of the World. We do not 
have such direct Divine communication; we 
can only try to understand what we are sup-
posed to do and what God wants from us.

If the Lord was to speak with us and tells us 
not to undergo a medical procedure then we 
would obviously be prevented from doing 
so. In other cases, unless there is a clear 
prohibition, we cannot outlaw any medical 
procedure, especially when a couple desire 
it in order to have healthy children.More on 
this next time. 
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how much more so, when we are able to 
put in our hishtadlut, should we be con-
fident to leave the last bit up to Hashem? 
Our precious farmers, drop everything and 
understand that Hashem will provide it all.

May the lessons of Shemita seep into our 
Bitachon on a daily basis, to always trust 
in Hashem and realize that he will always 
take care of us; That even if we don’t see the 
benefits of our reaping at the current time, 
that we can always feel Hashem’s blessings 
coming soon! Shabbat Shalom!

Shua Golubtchik
10th Grade, 
Raanana
The Blessing Of 

Shemita

In this week’s Parasha, Parshat Behar, we 
receive the commandments for Shemita, 
and Yovel. During the year of Shemita, we 
are commanded to let the land rest; every-
thing that grows during Shemita is hefker, 
meaning the produce belongs to everyone. 
We are commanded to observe Shemita 
every seven years. After seven Shemita 
cycles (49 years), we celebrate the Yovel in 
the 50th year. During the Yovel year we are 
commanded to observe similar laws to those 
of Shemita, and we are also commanded 
to release all slaves, servants, and rented 
land from our custody, no matter what.
After the commandments of Shemita and 
Yovel, Moshe tells  the nation

Caroline Altman
Raanana Chapter 
Madricha

Unwavering Faith

In the beginning of Parshat Behar, while 
introducing the laws of Shemittah, the 
Torah mentions many times that the fruit 
and the land are ours; “When you come to 
the land that I am giving you”, “nor shall 
you prune your vineyard”. This seems to 
contradict the whole idea of Shemitta! Isn’t 
the point of Shemittah to prove to us that 
the land is truly Hashem’s? 

It seems that the Torah is telling us this 
as a reward. If we keep the Shemitah year, 
then the fruit of the remaining six years 
will be ours, as a result. The fruits don’t 
belong to us because we work the land or 
put money into it. Rather, it is ours as a 
reward from Hashem because we did not 
work on it in the 7th year. 

Through our Bitachon in Hashem, we 
are given a physical blessing. Shemittah 
shows ultimate and complete reliance on 
Hashem. One is completely taking a step 
back and saying “Hashem will take care of 
it all”. This seems to be the most demand-
ing law in the Torah with regard to trust 
in Hashem. It is not only us trusting in 
Hashem, but it is us actively taking a step 
back and going against human logic.

After seeing how much is required from 
the farmers during the Shemittah year, 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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ולא  נזרע  לא  הן  השביעית  בשנה  נוכל  מה  תאמרו  “וכי   

נאסוף את תבואתינו”. 

The Ramban understands this to mean 
that the people will say,  “If we don’t grow 
food in the seventh year, what will we eat 
in the eighth year?”  Rabbi Samson Hirsch 
suggests that maybe what God means by 
saying  “וכי תאמרו” is that we will tell our-
selves that we must eat less during the 
seventh year so we will have enough food 
for the eighth year. This mentality could 
bring us to the point where we are always 
hungry in the seventh year and don’t sat-
isfy our physical needs. So God tells us in 
the next verse,
 “וצויתי את ברכתי ,לכם בשנה הששית ועשת את התבואה 

לשלש השנים,” 

we can eat as much as we need for He will 
give us and the land a blessing. Rav Hirsch’s 
explanation emphasizes God’s love towards 
us to the point where He won’t even let us be 
hungry. This explanation could also allude to 
our forefathers, and shows that in contrast, 
now Bnei Yisrael won’t have to go out of the 
land for food as long as they obey God. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Real Life Rescues 
This past Saturday night, Aharon Shaya was 

hosting guests at his home in Rechovot, when he 
received an urgent alert from United Hatzalah’s 
dispatch center alerting him to a baby who was 
suffering violent seizures nearby Aharon’s home. 
Aharon quickly apologized to his guest telling 
them that he had to respond to the emergency. 
The volunteer medic grabbed his ambucycle 
helmet and dashed outside to his ambucycle 
and sped off to the location of the emergency. 
Within less than three minutes, Aharon arrived 
on location, the first medical responder on scene.

Shaya hails from Rehovot and is married with 
a little boy. He spends his days working for the 
family taxicab business and volunteering with 
United Hatzalah, which he has been a part of the 
past two years.

Rushing inside, Aharon found the 12-month-
old patient convulsing wildly. The little boy was 
suffering from a high fever and had a bluish 
complexion, indicating lack of oxygen. Aharon 
immediately recognized the boy’s father, who it 
turned out was a childhood friend. The father was 
deeply relieved to see Aharon arrive so quickly.

Aharon updated United Hatzalah headquarters 
and asked his friend to bring damp, wet towels. 
He soothed the tiny patient, applying the 
towels to cool the baby’s skin, and attaching a 
non-rebreather mask to supply restorative O2. 
Gradually, under the medic’s watchful eye, the 
seizures began to subside.

Aharon continued to treat the little boy through 
three additional rounds of convulsions, stabilizing 
the patient with high-flow oxygen. When the 
intensive care ambulance arrived some 15 
minutes later, the United Hatzalah EMT updated 
the crew. The child was then whisked off to the 
Kaplan Medical Center for further treatment and 
observation.

“It was especially meaningful for me to have 
been able to respond to this emergency and help 
my childhood friend and his family in their time 
of need.”
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Grow Old With Me -  
The Best Is Yet to Be! 

Looking for that special man  
57-72 to spend my life with. Torah Cen-

tered but also secular. Kind, Giving, 
Healthy, Good Character. I am a Real 
Person, Considered Highly Attractive 
and Accomplished.What you See is  

What You Get! Respond to 
findingmatch18@gmail.com
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THE ISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY
Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!
n Install the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones
     (Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
n Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
n We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
n Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
n Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

CONTACT BENJY SINGER: 
benjysinger@israelb.org or 
053-285-1526

Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us 
on Twitter (@IsraelBayit) and join our Facebook 
Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org)

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more! 

Seeking a young Vibrant ambitious  
kollel couple who wants to spread Torah in a 
modern community in the city of Raanana.

Great terms and conditions!

If your interested please send your resume to:
Raananatorahcommunity@gmail.com
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Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company  

The ONLY COMPANY to offer you a LIFETIME GUARANTEE on all wood regluing 

 PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture 
 EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
 SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and replace with much stronger wood 
 CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
 FURNITURE MARKERS - To help you make those small scratches disappear 
 LEG TIPS - For quiet chair movement (your downstairs neighbor will thank you!) 
 TIRED OF HAVING TO CROWD YOUR GUESTS AROUND MULTIPLE TABLES??  

Call us to hear about our heavy-duty table slides to more than double (or even triple!) the current length of your table. 
 INSURANCE QUOTES - We handle hundreds of freight damage claims from overseas as well as local moves.  

 
 
 
 

WE ARE GROWING AND ARE NOW HIRING – SEE DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE 
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il    Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il  

    Phone: 02-999-2418           WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  
 

T

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH! 

Bridge the Gap
Sending a child to Israel for the year? 

Give them the support they need.

Dr. Alex Bailey
is a Jerusalem/Modi’in based clinical 
psychologist specializing in teens and 
young adults. Since making aliya three 
years ago, he has worked with dozens 
of gap year students at yeshivot 

and midrashot, helping them manage this year of 
independence, questioning, transition, and growth.  
Dr. Bailey provides parents with peace-of-mind that 
their children have the support they need to bridge 
their gap year successfully.

DR. BAILEY ALSO SEES COUPLES,  
FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS AGE 16+ 

alexbaileypsyd@gmail.com   www.alexbaileypsyd.com

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide, 

Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or  

USA 718-715-0001

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100



THE PREMIER 5-WEEK ANGLO
SLEEPAWAY BASKETBALL CAMP 
FOR HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETES
$3500 SPECIAL PRICE FOR ANGLO ISRAELIS BEFORE MAY 20

EMAIL SUMMER@NCSY.ORG FOR INFO OR QUESTIONS
FOLLOW       NCSYJUMPSHOT FOR UPDATES!

JULY 10-AUGUST 16
BOYS GOING INTO 9TH & 10TH GRADES
IN BEIT MEIR ON NCSY KOLLEL CAMPUS

PROS INCLUDE TAMIR GOODMAN, 
CHRIS SMITH , YAM MADAR AND MORE...

HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETES FROM THE US,
CANADA AND ISRAEL
INTENSE BALL IN AN AMAZING TORAH
ENVIRONMENT FOR 5 WEEKS


