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1st aliya (Vayikra 21:1-15) 
Kohanim are not permitted to 
come in contact with the dead 

except for their nuclear family. Nor are they 
to adopt non Jewish mourning practices 
such as balding their head and beard or cut-
ting their flesh. Kohanim need be holy to 
G-d, for they are His front line servers.  They 
may not marry a divorcee. You are to sanc-
tify them. The Kohen Gadol should not 
become tamei at all, for he is anointed. He 
may not marry a divorcee or widow.  

Holiness dominates the book of Vayikra.  
Holiness in the Torah means rarefied.  
The closer to G-d, the more rarefied, the 
holier.  But it comes with a price; holiness, 
that proximity to G-d comes with greater 
restrictions. It is no surprise that the 
Kohanim, those who are entrusted with 
facilitating offerings, man’s approach to 

KI TEITZEI the Divine, should have unique rules for 
their personal conduct.  But why does holi-
ness, that proximity to G-d require more 
restrictions?

In the rendezvous of G-d and man, 
man need be reticent. Careful. Finite man 
approaching infinite G-d invites arrogance, 
pride, self-importance. We don’t want that.  
We want to approach gingerly, humbly.  
Carefully. The message of holiness is that 
we approach with care. The many rules of 
the Mikdash reflect this tentative approach. 

The Kohanim who offer the offerings 
have their rules too. There are restrictions 
on who they may marry. This fits seamlessly 
with the rules outlined last week regarding 
who is permitted to marry and who not.  
The first 2 things man is told on the 6th day of 
Creation are:  be fruitful and multiply. And 
eat vegetation and fruit. Relationships. And 
food. The first 2 things outlined in this book 
that shape us to be holy are: kashrut and 
forbidden relationships. Holiness inheres in 
the borders of food and relationships. The 
kohanim who need to be more scrupulously 
holy have their own rules here concerning 
their relationships.

2nd aliya (21:16-22:16) A kohen 
who has a blemish may not 
serve in the Mikdash. This 

includes blind, lame, broken limbs, eye 
conditions and others. He may consume 
holy items but not perform the service. A 
kohen may not serve while Tamei, as this 
desecrates the holy. While a non-kohen 
may not consume the holy (Teruma), those 
who are a part of the kohen’s home may.  
His daughter, before marriage or after if 
childless, is part of his home and may con-
sume the holy. The holy is profaned when 
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consumed by others.
A blemished kohen may not serve in the 

Mikdash. And a kohen who is tamei may not 
consume holy things; neither offerings nor 
Teruma. Teruma may also be consumed by 
any member of his family. But only when 
they are in a state of purity.  

Today, we assume all kohanim are in a 
state of impurity and hence are not able to 
consume Teruma. However, they may burn 
it. If a person has an olive tree and wants to 
give teruma to a real live Mr. Kohen, then 
Mrs. Kohen may use that olive oil that was 
given to them as Teruma by their neighbors 
to light Shabbat candles. With our return 
to Eretz Yisrael, many Shabbat candles of 
kohanim across the land are lit with Teruma 
olive oil.

3rd aliya (22:17-33) An animal 
offering may not have a blem-
ish.  This includes blind, broken 

limbs, eye conditions and others. This 
applies to a non-Jew’s offering as well. An 
animal with a blemish is not pleasing. An 
offering must be at least 8 days old. A mother 
and offspring may not be slaughtered on the 
same day. An offering may not be eaten 
after the 2nd day. Do not profane My Name, 
rather sanctify Me in your midst.

The kohen need be unblemished; the offer-
ing too. A non-Jew may bring an offering in 
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our Mikdash; but on our terms, not theirs.  
It must meet the rigor of our standards for 
offerings.  

The conclusion of this section states that 
following these rules sanctifies Me, while 
offerings that are improper profanes Me.  
In this rather innocuous comment lies the 
mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem and Hillul 
Hashem. Actions done by little ole me can 
cause G-d’s Name to be desecrated, Hillul 
Hashem. Or sanctified, Kiddush Hashem.  
While there are a lot of details of Holiness 
in offerings, our every day actions give us 
an even greater opportunity for Holiness.  
The Holiness of G-d’s Name hovers over 
our every action. What a weighty respon-
sibility. And wonderful opportunity.   

4th aliya (23:1-22) These are the 
holy days:  6 days work, 7th day 
is Shabbat. Pesach is on the 14th 

of the 1st month; for 7 days eat matza. The 
first day is holy, no melacha should be 
done, as is the 7th day. The Omer offering of 
freshly harvested barley is brought the day 
after the first holiday day of Pesach. It per-
mits consumption of the new grain.  Count 
7 full weeks and on the 50th day bring an 
offering of new wheat as baked chametz.  
That day (Shavuot) shall be a holy day on 
which no melacha shall be done. When 
harvesting, leave the corners and the 
dropped items to the poor and stranger.

We are introduced to holiness in time.  
The holiness of proximity to G-d has been 
expressed in holiness in space, the Mish-
kan. And through food and relationships, 
we are holy. And kohanim have holiness.  
Now, time too. Shabbat and holidays are 
a rendezvous with G-d, not only in a par-
ticular place but in a particular time as 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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well. Rav Soloveitchik pointed out that we 
have Kabbalat Shabbat but we do not have 
Kabbalat Yom Tov.Because the rendezvous 
changes hosts. On Yom Tov there is a mitz-
vah of aliya l’regel, pilgrimage. We visit 
Him in His home. On Shabbat, He visits us 
in our home. On Shabbat we welcome Him 
to our home, hence Kabbalat Shabbat – 
more accurately we welcome the Shechina, 
her. When it is our turn to host, Shabbat, 
we welcome our guest, the Shechina to our 
home through Kabbalat Shabbat. Shabbat 
is more than a wonderfully enjoyable day 
off, with meaningful time with family and 
friends. It is a holy day, a rendezvous with 
the Shechina; a day when we invite the 
Shechina to join us in our homes.

5th aliya (23:23-32) The first day 
of the 7th month (Rosh Hashana) 
is a truah remembrance. No 

work shall be done. The 10th day (Yom Kip-
pur) is a holy day on which to afflict your 
soul, for it is a day of atonement. No work 
shall be done. From evening til evening.

Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur are not 
pilgrimage holidays. We will see in Par-
shat Pinchas that their offerings are not 
the same as the 3 regalim. But they share 
the work restriction with all the other hol-
idays. Whether the rendezvous is joyful 
or reflective, holy time is marked by work 
restriction. Work and its accomplishment, 
while valuable, is tempered by its cessa-
tion. Our lives are not to be consumed by 
our work; we reclaim the meaning of life 

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

"מקום, זמן לעשות..."
זלמן ברנשטיין ז"ל



TThhee  sseeccrreett  ttoo  ssuucccceessss......
BBeeiinngg  aatt  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ppllaaccee  aatt  tthhee  rriigghhtt
ttiimmee  iiss  nnoott  eennoouugghh  ––  tthhee  rreeaall  sseeccrreett
iiss                    ––  ttoo  AACCTT..  SSoo  ddoonn’’tt  wwaaiitt,,
wwee  ssttiillll  hhaavvee  aa  ffeeww  cchhooiiccee  bbaarrggaaiinn
sseeaa--vviieeww  aappaarrttmmeennttss  iinn  AAsshhkkeelloonn..

Condolences to Paul Jacobs  
and family on the passing of  his wife 

Leah a"h
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

Tiferet Realty
130meters, Succah porch,  

newly renovated modern 
complex in Katamon, Jerusalem 
5.5 Rooms, large salon dining 

area, 3 bedrooms,  
3 full bathrooms,

2 parking spaces. Beit Knesset  
and gym. 5,850.000 Shekalim

Please call Cynthia 0547266304 



10     TORAH TIDBITS 1466 / EMOR 5782

itself, independent of work, on Shabbat and 
holidays. It is the rendezvous with G-d of 
those days that gives life meaning. 

6th aliya (23:33-44) The 15th of 
the 7th month begins a 7-day 
holiday of Sukkot. The first day 

is holy, no work shall be done. The 8th day 
is holy, no work shall be done. These are 
the holy days each with its offerings, 
besides the offerings of Shabbat and volun-
tary ones. And also on the 15th of the 7th 
month take a Lulav and Etrog and rejoice 
before G-d for 7 days. Dwell in Sukkot so 
you shall know that I had the Jews dwell in 
Sukkot upon the Exodus.  

After all the holidays have been outlined 
and summarized, the Torah goes back 
and says to take the Lulav for 7 days and 
rejoice. It would seem that the Lulav is the 
expression of appreciation at the end of 

the holiday cycle that began with Pesach.   
How fortunate are we to enjoy our special 
days. Sukkot is the last holiday of the holi-
day cycle of the Torah. Hence we shake the 
Lulav in Hallel, the prayer of appreciation 
for our holiday cycle during Sukkot, the last 
of the holidays in the holiday cycle.

7th aliya (24:1-23) Bring oil for a 
permanent light in the Meno-
rah, set outside the Holy of 

Holies. Bake 12 loaves to be placed in 2 
groups of 6 on the Shulchan every Shabbat.  
The kohanim shall eat this holy bread in 
the Mikdash. 2 men fought. The Jewish 
man cursed G-d. He was held until his sen-
tence would be determined by G-d. He shall 
be stoned. These crimes are punishable by 
death: cursing G-d, murder.  Others have 
financial penalties: property damage and 
bodily assault.

Oil, flour and wine figure prominently 
in the Mikdash. Oil in the Menorah. Bread 
on the Shulchan. The holiday offerings 
are accompanied by oil, flour and wine. It 
is curious that each of these is processed 
by people. None of them occur naturally.  

63 of 613 mitzvot; 24 pos. 39 prohibitions
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times the Torah’s average. Only Ki Teitzei (with 74) has 
more mitzvot than Emor.  
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Olives, wheat and grapes are the natural 
products. When processed they become oil, 
flour and wine. We serve the Creator with 
human creativity, specifically with things 
processed by human hands.

The subject of the death penalty in the 
Torah is a weighty one. But certainly, the 
punishment by death of the blasphemer is 
to tell us that our life’s meaning, its purpose 
is to sanctify G-d by our behavior. Cursing 
Him drains our life of its purpose. 

HAFTORAH EMOR 
YECHEZKEL 44:15-31

This week’s haftorah echoes the parsha 
in that it discusses various laws pertaining 
to the kohanim.

We are privy in this memorable section 
to learn about the service of the kohanim 
in the third Holy Temple through the ele-
vated prophecy of Yechezkel. The realities 
he describes will come to fruition at the 
time of the Final Redemption.

As part of his vision we learn about the 
unique vestments worn by the priests, laws 
of who they can marry, and the laws regard-
ing coming in contact with a dead body.

There is also a call to the kohanim to 
serve as teachers and leaders of the nation 
of Israel.

Being that the kohanim are to serve solely 
as the emissaries of the Almighty, they do 
not receive a portion of the Land of Israel 
but are given the meat of the sacrifices and 
tithes which support their holy work. 


