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Parshat Emor introduces us to one 
of the most mysterious practices of 
the ritual in the Beit Hamikdash. 

The Torah instructs us that we are to pre-
pare and bake the lechem hapanim- twelve 
loaves that  are to be placed on each of the 
twelve drawers of the Shulchan, and  are to 
remain there constantly, each week new 
bread is placed for Shabbat, simultaneous to 
the removal of the previous week’s loaves. 
(Vayikra 24:5-8).

So too, Rav Chaim Vital zy’a, wrote 
that the practice of the Arizal, was to have 
twelve loaves of bread at every Seudat 
Shabbat to parallel the twelve loaves of the 
lechem hapanim.

The Gemara in Chagiga (26b) tells us that 
Reish Lakish explained that these twelve 
loaves were displayed before all those who 
came to the Temple for each of the three 
pilgrimage festivals, and that it was stated 
before them- ‘See how much Hashem loves 
the Jewish People, the loaves are as fresh 
(from the previous week) now as we remove 
them, as they were when they were placed!  
‘Rebbe Yehoshua ben Levi stated that a great 
miracle occurred with the lechem hapanim 
loaves, they stayed fresh from week to week, 

they remained as warm as they were when 
they were placed.’

Reb Tzadok HaKohein of Lublin zy’a 
explains our Gemara as teaching a profound 
eternal message. The twelve loaves of the 
lechem hapanim represent the twelve tribes 
of the Jewish People. The miracle of the 
twelve loaves of the lechem hapanim staying 
fresh and warm demonstrated that Hash-
em’s love and warmth is equally bestowed 
on each of the twelve tribes of the Jewish 
People. This miracle also is meant to teach 
us an eternal lesson, that if Hashem loves 
each and every Jewish tribe equally, then 
we too must strive to feel warmth and love 
for each and every member of Klal Yisrael.

 May we merit to internalize these beauti-
ful teachings- that just as HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu truly loves each and every member of 
Klal Yisrael, so too may we learn to see the 
beauty and warmth within one another, and 
to express our love for every member of Klal 
Yisrael.

Even if we are not ready to embrace the 
idea of having twelve challot at each Seudat 
Shabbat, may we our Shabbat table indeed 
be a place where every single Jew feels 
unconditional warmth and love. 
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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