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עלינו
Over 150 years ago, Rav Dovid ben Shi-

mon haTzuf wrote the following words in 
his Sefer, שער החצר – If a person knows in his 
heart that there have been days that he said 
 as if he were in a race, one word in Shul עלינו
and the next word on his way out, in order 
to hurry quickly on his way, and some words 
were swallowed in between, and he didn’t 
pay attention to the praise found within….
listen to this advice….say the words slowly 
as if you are counting pearls and make sure 
to study, prepare, and analyze every word.

These words might as well have been 
written today because our generation too 
is guilty of this description. Placed at the 
end of davening, עלינו is often-time over-
looked and rushed through. The beauty 
and importance of this Tefilla are simply 
lost on us in our rush to jump into our daily 
routine. But if we stop and analyze this 
prayer a bit more, we will hopefully come 
to understand what we are missing.

According to the Geonim, עלינו was orig-
inally written by Yehoshua bin Nun when 
Bnei Yisrael entered into Eretz Yisrael. As 
Bnei Yisrael were beginning to encounter 
other nations and to live amongst them, 
Yehoshua had to make it clear to them 
what their relationship with and attitude 
towards the other nations should be. In the 
first paragraph of עלינו, we talk about the 

difference between Bnei Yisrael and the 
other nations. We thank Hashem for the 
privilege of having been chosen to be part 
of the Jewish people.
ית.  ֵראשִׁ בְּ ְליוֵצר  ה  ֻדלָּ גְּ ָלֵתת  ַהּכל.  ַלֲאדון  ַח  בֵּ ְלשַׁ ָעֵלינּו 

חות ָהֲאָדָמה.  פְּ ִמשְׁ גוֵיי ָהֲאָרצות. ְולא שָמנּו כְּ ּלא ָעשנּו כְּ שֶׁ

ֲחִוים  תַּ ֵהם ִמשְׁ ָכל ֲהמוָנם:שֶׁ ֶהם ְוגוָרֵלנּו כְּ ּלא שם ֶחְלֵקנּו כָּ שֶׁ

ּכוְרִעים  ַוֲאַנְחנּו  יַע:  ְלִלים ֶאל ֵאל לא יושִׁ ּוִמְתפַּ ְוִריק  ְלֶהֶבל 

רּוְך  דוׁש בָּ ָלִכים ַהקָּ ֲחִוים ּומוִדים ִלְפֵני ֶמֶלְך ַמְלֵכי ַהמְּ תַּ ּוִמשְׁ

הּוא:

 It is incumbent upon us to praise the 
Master of everything, to attribute great-
ness to the Maker of creation. For He didn’t 
make us like the nations of the world and 
didn’t make us like families of the earth. 
He didn’t make our portion like theirs or 
our lot like that of the masses. For they wor-
ship emptiness and pray to a god that can 
not save them whereas we bow and pros-
trate ourselves before the King of all kings, 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

It was important that the Jewish nation 
understand from the start that they are 
privileged to be part of the chosen nation 
so that they not be tempted to follow after 
the other Canaanite nations. They need to 
understand that what they have is much 
greater and more meaningful and there 
is no reason to imitate those around them.  

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

OU ISRAEL CENTER         25

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com

a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

Rare In Baka
Townhouse, about 
220m, pastoral, in 
a quiet side alley, 
private elevator, 
private entrance, 
terrace, storage room, parking

7300000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488www.lostintranslation.online



OU ISRAEL CENTER         53

On the other hand, Bnei Yisrael need to 
also realize that they do play a very vital 
role amongst the other nations. They are 
meant to be a light onto the nations, spread-
ing knowledge of Hashem to the entire 
world. This is the theme of the second para-
graph of עלינו

ִתְפֶאֶרת  בְּ ְמֵהָרה  ִלְראות  ֱאלקינּו  ה'  ָך  לְּ ְנַקוֶּה  ן  כֵּ ַעל 

ֶרְך.  ל בֶּ ְכַרע כָּ ְלָך תִּ י  כִּ ֵתֵבל.  ֵבי  יושְׁ ל  ְוֵיְדעּו כָּ ירּו  ֻעזֶָּך…. ַיכִּ

לּו  ְוִיּפלּו…ִויַקבְּ ִיְכְרעּו  ֱאלקינּו  ה'  ְלָפֶניָך  ָלׁשון.  ל  כָּ ַבע  שָּׁ תִּ

ם ֶאת על ַמְלכּוֶתָך. ֻכלָּ

Therefore we hope to see quickly the glory 
of Your strength…that the inhabitants of 
the world will recognize and know You, that 
every knee will bow before You and every 
tongue will swear before You. Before You 
Hashem our G-d, they will bow and fall…and 
they will all accept Your Kingship. 

Bnei Yisrael can’t  just separate them-
selves from the other nations, protecting 
themselves from outside influences. They 
need to be amongst the nations in order 
that they can spread monotheism and 
belief in Hashem to the world.

This Tefilla that Yehoshua composed 
was later integrated into the Malchuyot 
section of the Mussaf of Rosh Hashana. In 
the section where we proclaim Hashem 
King over the entire world, it makes sense 
to include the עלינו which predicts a time 
when the entire world will come to recog-
nize Hashem.

Much later, it was decided to include עלינו 
in our Tefillot on a daily basis. After all, its 
two-fold message - to keep a distance from 

the other nations and at the same time be 
a light onto the other nations- is one that is 
worth constant review and emphasis. This 
Tefilla is meant to be said with awe and 
trepidation, as in it, we are accepting upon 
ourselves Hashem as G-d – 
ַעל ְוַעל  ַמִים ִממַּ שָּׁ י ה' הּוא ָהֱאלקים בַּ בָת ֶאל ְלָבֶבָך. כִּ  ַוֲהשֵׁ

ַחת. ֵאין עוד: ָהָאֶרץ ִמתָּ

And you should inculcate in your heart 
the idea that Hashem is the G-d of the sky 
above and the ground below, and there is 
none other.

We are also accepting our role as the cho-
sen nation and the responsibility to spread 
knowledge of Hashem to this world. This 
is indeed a very serious Tefilla, one that 
should not be taken lightly or mumbled on 
our way out of shul. Let us try and take this 
to heart the next time we recite this power-
ful Tefilla. 
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