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Will A Majority 
Of World Jewry 
In Israel Change 
Shemitah’s 
Halachic Status?

World Jewry statistics
According to Israel’s Central Bureau of 

Statistics, world Jewry comprises approx-
imately 15,166,200, of whom 46.1% 
live in Israel (6,998,000; as of 2021). If 
immigration continues to rise and our 
national natural growth rate continues, by 
next shemitah year (5789-2028/9) it is possi-
ble that majority of world Jewry will live 
in Israel, G-d willing.

This is something that our forefathers 
could only dream of, whereas in 1948 the 
Jewish population in Israel was only 716,700, 
a mere 5.7% of world Jewry (Jewish Virtual 
Library).

Could this possibly impact the sta-
tus of land-dependent mitzvot that 
are derabanan today?

Rambam writes (Terumot 1:26) that 
terumot and ma’aserot will be biblically 
mandated “when all of the Jewish Peo-
ple are in the Land of Israel.” A minority 
is insufficient. Rabbi Zevin (Techumin 10) 

and the Chazon Ish write that the intent is 
a majority, not necessarily all. Is this true 
also for shemitah?

When will yovel and shemitah be biblical 
commandments?

The Gemara in Arachin 35 states that 
yovel was nullified after the exile of the 2.5 
tribes, towards the end of the First Temple, 
and it was not reinstated in Second Temple 
times. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi (a.k.a. Rebbi) 
(Gittin 36) maintains that shemitah depends 
on yovel, so shemitah will also only be bib-
lical once yovel is a biblical commandment. 
While other Sages believe that shemitah 
laws are independent and not linked to 
yovel, Rambam (Shevi’it 10:9) and most Ris-
honim follow Rebbi’s ruling.

Yovel was only in force following 21 years 
of conquest and division of the land, and 
ended when some of the tribes were exiled 
from their land. From here we see that only 
when the tribes were situated in their 
ancestral portions, the yovel was in force 
and thus shemitah was also biblically 
mandated. Rambam writes further (Mela-
chim 11:1) that only in the times of Mashiach 
will shemitah and yovel be reinstituted as 
biblical mitzvot.

Conclusion
Even when a majority of world Jewry lives 

in the Land of Israel, shemitah will remain 
rabbinic until the arrival of Mashiach, who 
should come speedily and in our days, 
amen! 


