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Baruch HaShem, my wife 
and I have five boys in 
Yeshiva, each of whom 
dorms in their respective 
school. While it might seem 

strange to send a young teenager to a 
school that requires dorming instead of 
sending them to schools near our home, 
the years I spent dorming - both in Yeshi-
vah high school and in Yeshivat Hesder 
- were some of the most incredible years of 
my life. I found that dorming forces teens 
to mature, bond with friends in new ways, 
connect with teachers outside of the class-
room, and can play a tremendous role in 
shaping the personality of a child. 

Based on my experiences, my wife and I 
decided that when looking for Yeshivot for 
our boys, we would be particularly open to 
schools with dormitory options. Currently, 
our kids attend four main Yeshivot -  ישל”צ 

 .)ישיבת ירושלים לצעירים( ,מרכז הרב ,חרשה, אלון מורה
As you can imagine, it’s not easy to gather 
all our kids together, and so my wife and 
I always look forward to בין הזמנים, the few 
times throughout the year when all Yeshi-
vot have vacation (Sukkot, Pesach and the 
weeks between Tisha B’Av and Rosh Cho-
desh Elul). During בין הזמנים, my wife and I 
find ourselves marveling at our children, 
whose time away continues to shape their 
personality, their Hashkafa and their way 
of Limud Torah. But when it comes down 
to it, בין הזמנים is always family time in the 
Berman household. 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

And so when Rosh Chodesh Nissan 
arrived, and we stopped saying Tachanun 
and began saying Korbanot HaNasi’im, I 
got a thrill. Pesach is coming! Finally, the 
Berman household goes from a quiet home 
with three little ones, to a bustling, noisy, 
and upbeat environment, with more dishes 
in the sink than I could possibly count. 
Overnight our home fills with tremendous 
simcha. Seeing my oldest (almost 24) and 
my youngest (six years old) interact, enjoy 
each other’s company and connect, is a joy 
I feel cannot be contained. During this time 
period, my wife and I so often find our-
selves turning to HaKadosh Baruch Hu with 
overwhelming gratitude, thanking Him for 
the amazing gift of children who have an 
opportunity to appreciate one another and 
make memories to last a lifetime. 

And as I continue to enjoy the bustling 
household around me, it is a reminder that 
Pesach is coming, which signifies a time 
that places a very important responsibility 
on me as a parent. Since this will be the 
last article I write before the Pesach addi-
tion, I feel it important to call attention to 
an incredibly valuable mitzvah that is just 
around the corner. As parents we are told, 
”והיה כי ישאלך בנך מחר לאמר מה זאת.“

Children are commanded on Pesach to 
ask questions during ליל הסדר as we reenact 
what happened to the Jewish people when 
leaving Egypt. On Seder night, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu sets the stage for us to traverse 
history with our children and guests, 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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learning about the tremendous hardships 
we endured that led to us becoming Am 
Yisrael. But beyond asking questions about 
-Seder night gives us an oppor ,יציאת מצריים
tunity we cannot miss. 

During just this year alone, children have 
experienced unique hardships. Covid-19 
challenged children’s friendships, connec-
tion with teachers on Zoom, it complicated 
the dynamics of entering or graduating 
schools via a virtual format, and that’s 
just to name a few. But just like the Jewish 
people faced hardships of their own that 
allowed them to become 
Am Yisrael, those sitting 
around our Seder tables are 
also facing difficulties and 
can benefit from openly 
discussing them with their 
loved ones and offering 
chizuk. 

As Jews, we are shaped by 
the trials, tribulations and 
triumphs of our Avot and 
Imahot, making their lives 
the most natural source of 
inspiration and education. With so many 
topics to choose from in the Haggadah, 
preparation is crucial for parents and 
those leading the Seder. There is so much 
that we can learn from the Haggadah, and 
as a parent, I have an opportunity - and a 
responsibility - to give these stories practi-
cal application to our lives. 

The Jewish people went through tremen-
dous suffering. How did they cope?

How did the suffering we endured allow 
us to become Am Yisrael? 

What can we learn from the leadership 
of Nachson?

What can we learn from the leadership of 
Moshe Rabbeinu, someone who was resis-
tant to leadership at first, but stepped up 
once he appreciated the need for his role?

What about the brotherhood of Moshe 
and Aharon, who complimented each 
other in their leadership? 

In the coming days, my family and I will 
undoubtedly be busy shopping, cleaning, 
organizing, cooking, among so many other 
tasks. But the more this idea hits home, the 
more I realize how important it is that I 
not lose sight of what is crucial. With the 

pre-Pesach frenzy, making 
time to prepare how I lead 
my family’s Seder, taking 
into consideration every-
one who will be seated at 
our table, will make an 
impact. I invite you to join 
me in this effort, as I sit 
down to think about which 
discussions would be most 
appropriate for each of 
my kids and guests, which 
stories to highlight that 

lend themselves to meaningful conversa-
tions and where to provide moments of 
reflection. 

Now is the time to take advantage of the 
unique experience ליל הסדר provides. May 
we all have meaningful, impactful and 
impressionable Sedarim this year. 

Wishing you all an uplifting, inspiring 
Shabbat, and a חג כשר ושמח,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

1st aliya (Vayikra 14:1-12) 
Purification from Tzarat: 
When the Kohen determines 

that the Tzarat of the skin has subsided, the 
Metzora undertakes a process to allow him 
to reenter the camp, though for 7 addi-
tional days he may not enter the Mikdash.  
Outside of the camp, 2 birds are taken, one 
slaughtered, the other dipped into its blood 
and water, along with cedar wood, a red 
thread and hyssop. The blood and water is 
sprinkled on the Metzora. The live bird is 
sent away. The Metzora immerses.  The 8th 
Day: On the 8th day, his hair is shaved, he 
immerses and brings offerings.

The purification process of the Metzora 
has 2 stages. The first stage is done out of 
the camp, or city. After 7 days, a second 
process is done on the 8th day. This will be 
described in the next aliya.

KI TEITZEI The Metzora purification process is 
unique. It has 3 unusual elements. 1) 2 
birds are taken, outside of the city, with one 
slaughtered, one sent away free. 2) Hyssop, 
a thread and wood, along with the bird 
are used to sprinkle upon the Metzora to 
purify him. 3) On the 8th day, blood and oil 
are placed on the ear, thumb and big toe of 
the Metzora.

Each of these unusual elements is found 
elsewhere. Yom Kippur. Para Aduma, the 
red heifer. And the inauguration of the 
Kohanim.

The 2 birds, one offered and one sent 
free – well, that is Yom Kippur. 2 goats.  
One offered and one sent to the wilderness.  
The goats are instruments of atonement, 
kapara.

Hyssop used to sprinkle upon a person 
– well, that is the Para Aduma, the purifi-
cation of a person after contact with the 
dead. The sprinkling is the instrument of 
purification, tahara.

The placing of oil on the ear, thumb and 
toe was the instrument of inauguration of 
the Kohanim, achieving holiness, kedusha.

The purification of the Metzora is the 
kapara of Yom Kippur, the tahara of Para 
Aduma and the kedusha of the inaugura-
tion of the Kohanim. Kapara, Tahara and 
Kedusha; atonement, purification, holiness.  

The Metzora is the most dramatic 
tuma. He is sent out of the camp entirely.  
His re-entry to the camp and then to the 
Mikdash is also the most dramatic: Yom 
Kippur elements of kapara, atonement, 
Para Aduma elements of tahara, purity 
and inauguration elements of kedusha, of 
holiness.  

We have a notion of tuma that we have 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

METZORA

May the learning from this issue of  TT 
be לעילוי נשמת

 הרב עזריאל ב'ר יוסף טוביה 
 ובלומא פיגא ז"ל

Rabbi Israel Miller z'l  
on his 20th yahrzeit, ח' ניסן

The Miller, Kalish and Kram Families
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been developing. The Mikdash is the 
encounter of man with the Shechina. The 
Divine invites us to this encounter. We are 
invited due to G-d’s view of man as regal, 
noble, dignified. Worthy of invitation.

Tuma is the encounter of man with life 
situations that bruise our sense of nobility 
and dignity. Encounters with our mortality, 
our gross material corporeality, the part of 
our life we share with all the animal world.  
This includes death, illness, procreation, 
food. Our nobility resides in our human 
uniqueness, our communication, our social 
nature.  

The dignity and nobility of the Metzora is 
bruised by the public nature of the lesions 
or discoloration on his skin. His regal 
nature is further damaged by the need 
for isolation, the loss of social interaction.  
A double hit to his dignity: the shame of 
his visible skin blemishes and his need to 
socially isolate.  

In order to regain his lofty dignity, he 
needs kapara and tahara, 2 processes of 
renewal, of Divine cleansing. Kapara and 
Tahara are Divine signals to us of Divine 
favor.  The Divine love for man expresses 
itself in His willingness to reach for us, to 
forgive, to wipe clean the past. Kapara and 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

Our broken hearts are with
Dr. Irwin and family
on the passing of  a 

true Eishet Chayil and dear friend
Denise Hametz a"h

(NJ/ Old City of  Yerushalayim)

May she be a Meilitz Yosher  
for you and Am Yisrael.

May H' wipe the tears upon every face
CD and Penny
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Tahara are G-d’s affirmation of man.  
2nd aliya (14:13-20) The offering 
is brought: its blood is placed on 
the right ear, thumb and big toe 

of the Metzora. Oil is sprinkled in front of 
the curtain and placed on the right ear, 
thumb, big toe and head of the Metzora.  
With these the Kohen has provided kapara 
for the Metzora and he becomes tahor.

The unusual placing of blood and oil 
on the ear, thumb and toe are elements 
borrowed from the inauguration of the 
Kohanim, the entry into Kedusha. The 
Metzora is being equated to or at least asso-
ciated with the holiness of the Kohanim.  
In so doing he is affirming that we all are 
endowed with holiness, that our purpose 
is an elevated one. The Metzora emerges 
from his elaborate process of tahara having 
affirmed anew the dignified, lofty station 
of man, beloved of his Creator, endowed 
with kedusha. In this newly affirmed state 
he may rendezvous anew in the Mikdash, 
as the dignified being beckoned by the 
Shechina.

3rd aliya (14:21-32) The less 
expensive alternative: If one is 
unable to afford the above 

offerings that are brought on the 8th day for 
the Metzora, a less expensive alternative is 
offered, including birds in place of one of 
the animal offerings. The entire process 
outlined above is then done to provide 
kapara and tahara for the Metzora.  

4th aliya (14:33-53) In the land of 
Israel, homes will be subject to 
Tzarat as well. The Kohen will 

examine the marks. If declared Tzarat, all 
that is in the home becomes tamei, hence 
all shall be removed before the Kohen’s 

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Marci Rapp
050-424-8359

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR 
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.

JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

davidz@AshkelonProperties.com

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 0 5 4 4 - 3 3 2 6 2 1  

“It sounded too good“It sounded too good

said another happy client
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Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but offers monetary savings, and
an increase in your investment value.
Anglo-populated, sunny Ashkelon is the answer!

It’s very affordable – from $500,000 with just a 15%
down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.
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declaration. If the marks spread over the 
next 7 days, the Kohen shall order stones 
removed and replaced. If the spread per-
sists, the Kohen may order the home 
demolished. If the Kohen declares the 
home tahor, 2 birds are taken, one slaugh-
tered, the other dipped in its blood with 
cedar wood, a crimson thread and hyssop.  
The bird is set free.  

A person may become tamei by being in 
a home with Tzarat. We have been arguing 
that entry into the Mikdash requires a per-
son to recognize their noble station in life.  
But life can damage our nobility, causing us 
to underestimate our nobility. But life may 
also be served to us on a golden platter, 
inflating our self-perception. Noble we are.  
But not by virtue of what we have. Rather 
by virtue of what we are. Our houses may 
be the source not of diminished dignity but 
of hubris. Oh we moderns know all too well 
how the fantastic wealth of our times can 
distort healthy self- perception. Man’s dig-
nity lies not in the grandness of his home, 
but in the grandeur of his person. A pock 
on your house if your home has inflated 
human dignity to become hubris.

5th aliya (14:54-15:15) A Zav, a 
male, has a discharge from his 
organ of procreation that is 

unusual. He renders others tamei and 
requires a purification process of 2 bird 
offerings at the end of 7 days.

6th aliya (15:16-28) A regular 
sexual discharge of a man ren-
ders a low level of tuma. Nida: 

A woman’s regular menstrual bleeding 
renders her temeya for 7 days, transferring 
her tuma to others including through 
touch. Zava: A woman who has bleeding 
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ashkelon properties

דינו
       our exclusive sea-front properties 
       had only been proven to be an 
excellent investment – only 15% down 
IF

it would be enough דינו
our properties were only 30 minutes 
to the airport and 1 hour to JerusalemIF

it would be enough דינו

       Ashkelon Properties was only managed
       by David Zwebner, a licensed real estate
professional with over 49 years of experience
IF

it would be enoughדינו
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inconsistent with her regular period is a 
Zava, a similar Tuma to the male Zav. She 
counts 7 days before becoming tahor.

Procreation may also lead to an inflated 
self-image; creation is not just His, but is 
ours. He gives life. We give life. Healthy 
self-image of our dignity and majesty can 
be damaged by our physicality in both 
directions; deflated and inflated. Too low 
a view, that we are nothing more than 
animals. Or too high, as creators, leaving 
less room for the Creator. Perhaps these 
laws, relating to abnormalities in organs of 
procreation relate to the possibility or per-
haps tendency of human beings to ascribe 
inflated views of themselves as creators, in 
place of the Creator.

7th aliya (15:29-33) Offerings 
are brought following the ces-
sation of this unusual 

bleeding.  
The laws of tuma and tahara are not a part 

of our world. The laws are complex. Life in 
the times of the Mikdash, the world of tuma 
and tahara would be unrecognizable to us. 
We would be lost in that world, not knowing 
what to do. We have vestiges – the washing 

of hands before bread. And washing our 
hands at the seder before karpas. The seder 
is perhaps the only time we really dip our 
toe into the world of tuma and tahara, just 
a tad, to transport ourselves, even for a 
moment to the world of the Mikdash, the 
world of tuma and tahara. 

HAFTORAH SHABBAT 
HAGADOL  

MALACHI 3:4-24

The Shabbat before Pesach is referred to 
as Shabbat Hagadol, or The Great Shabbat. 
Though it is not absolutely certain why 
Shabbat HaGadol was given this name, 
some suggest that it is based on a pasuk 
at the end of the haftorah of this Shabbat. 
A day will come in the future, says that 
prophet, that will be ‘gadol’, or awesome. 
“Lo, I will send the prophet Elijah to you 
before the coming of the awesome, fearful 
day of the Lord.” (3:23)

The message of Malachi is clear: The 
people have been committing various sins. 
He warns the people that there will be a 
day of reckoning. Every act, every word, 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“יגלח את כל שערו את ראשו ואת זקנו ואת גבות עיניו ואת כל שערו יגלח” (יד:ט)
”He shall shave off all his hair, that of his head, his beard, and his eyebrows, even all his hair he shall 

shave off.“ (14:9)
The great Medieval Torah Commentary – The Kli Yakar (Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim M’Luntz (1550-1619, 

Prague) wondered and asked why the text had to delineate all the exact places the Leper had to shave? It 
could have simply stated the need to shave all his bodily hair?

The Kli Yakar answers that an important lesson can be learned from the detailed description in the text. 
The three main transgressions that were punished with leprosy (Tzaraat) are haughtiness, evil gossip and an 
envious eye. For the leper to become spiritually clean again, he must, therefore, symbolically rectify himself 
from these three sins. He must shave off all his hair on his head hinting to his haughtiness by always wanting 
to be ”at the head“ of everything. Secondly, he must shave off his beard, for failing to ”guard“ his mouth 
from speaking false gossip. Finally, his eyebrows must be completely shaven off because it ceased to protect 
his eyes from envy. Shabbat Shalom
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate 
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the 
parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes.

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA 
13+12+6=31 P'SUKIM -  

12:1-13:23

[P> 12:1 (8)] Perek 12, the shortest in 
the Torah with 8 p'sukim (not that we 
are responsible for the chaptering of 
the Torah), deals with "birth". A woman 
becomes "ritually unclean" following a 
(normal) birth - one week for a boy - and 
on the 8th day the boy is circumcised - 
and two weeks for a girl. This period of 
TUM'A is followed by a special "waiting 
time" of 33 or 66 days for boy or girl 
respectively, after which the mother is 
to bring the korbanot of a YOLEDET. The 
whole issue of the "ritual impurity of a 
woman having given birth" constitutes 
a mitzva [166, A100 12:2], as does the 
bringing of the sacrifices [168, A76 12:6]. 
(Mila itself is counted in Lech L'cha.) This 
portion of the Torah is also the source of 
the general prohibition of eating "sacred 
meat" while in a state of "ritual impurity" 

TAZRIA-
METZORA

STATS

MITZVOT

T&MMETZTAZ
-28th27thof 54 sedras in Torah 
-5th4thof 10 in Vayikra

287159128Lines
-40th48thRank (Among The 54)

1679Parshiyot
945P’tuchot
734S’tumot

1579067P’sukim
-42/548/8Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

228412741010Words
-39/448/8Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

836446973667Letters
-39/448/8Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

T&MMETZTAZ

18+211+07+2Mitzvot (pos/prohib)

METZORA

METZORA
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we engage in is judged by God. Now is the 
time to return.

There is a subtle hint in the haftorah to 
our celebration of the Seder with the refer-
ence to the coming of Eliyahu Hanavi. The 
haftorah ends with a reference to Eliyhau 
who will come at the end of days to herald 
the coming of the Mashiach. An uplift-
ing message tops off the haftorah. In the 
final pesukim the powerful notion is con-
veyed that just as the people of Israel were 
redeemed from Egypt after generations of 
slavery, so too will the people be redeemed 
with the coming of the Mashiach in the time 
to come. May that day come soon be”H! 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

“A Time  
for Silence, 
a Time for 
Speech”

He did most of his writing and public 
speaking almost exactly one hundred years 
ago. He had no secular education, and it is 
doubtful that he even read the newspapers 
of his day. Nevertheless, he had insights 
into the problems of his era that were 
astounding, even prophetic.

His diagnosis of the ills of the early 20th 
century holds true even now, a century 
later. He understood the power of words. 
He knew how written and spoken lan-
guage could be used as weapons to destroy 
humanity. How incredibly relevant his 
words are in our age, when words can be 
communicated electronically!

He based his teachings and preaching 
upon the verse in Psalms which reads:

“Who is the man who is eager for life,
Who desires years of good fortune?

Guard your tongue from evil,
Your lips from deceitful speech.” (Psalms 

34:13-14)
He took this biblical advice seriously 

and urged all who would listen to guard 
their tongues and speak no malice and no 
falsehood.

His name was Israel Meir HaCohen, and 
he named his first major work “Chafetz 
Chaim”, “Eager for Life”, after the above 
verse in Psalms. He is now part of Jewish 
history and forever known as the Chafetz 
Chaim.

His teachings have a special connection to 
this week’s Torah portion, Metzora (Leviti-
cus 14 and 15), and to its Haftarah (II Kings 
7:3-20). Note that there is no explicit refer-
ence in the text of our parsha to the theme 
of the negative powers of language, nor is 
there any such reference in the Haftarah.

Our text this week deals, rather, with the 
detailed laws of the metzora, usually trans-
lated as “leper”, and the selection from II 
Kings tells the story of the four lepers who 
dwelled outside the gates of Jerusalem, who 
were the first to discover the abandoned 
camp of the Aramean army that had laid 
siege to the city.

Rabbinic tradition, however, looks to 
understand why the metzora has been 
afflicted with his disease. The Talmud in 
the tractate Arachin understands the word 
metzora as a contraction of the phrase 
“motzi shem ra, one who spreads a ‘bad 

The entire OU Israel family wishes  
Rikki (Liff) & Daniel CooperRikki (Liff) & Daniel Cooper 

a BIG Mazal TovBIG Mazal Tov  
on the birth of their son
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

name’” about his fellow. And so, the met-
zora has come to symbolize the person who 
is guilty of malicious gossip (lashon hora), 
or other abuse of words – deception, pro-
fanity, verbal assassination.

Interestingly, another early 20th cen-
tury rabbinic sage, Rabbi Baruch Epstein, 
author of Torah Temima, points out that 
the Talmudic rabbis had the license to thus 
interpret the word metzora. This is because 
the usual term for the leper is “tzarua”, not 
“metzora.” The use of the unusual term 
suggests another, in this case, homiletic, 
meaning—he who speaks evil.

When the Chafetz Chaim urged us all to 
“guard our tongues” and “speak no evil”, 
was he suggesting that we adopt silence as 
a guide to our behavior, avoiding speech 
and self-expression entirely?

The answer to this is a resounding “no”, 
and this is illustrated in a fascinating story 
about Rabbi Israel Meir and his son-in-
law, Rabbi Hershel Levinson. I found this 
story in a Yiddish language biography 
of the Chafetz Chaim, written by Moshe 
Mayer Yashar. An excerpted edition of this 
book is available in English, but without 
some of the more interesting and personal 
anecdotes.

Rabbi Hershel, the son-in-law, was a 
very pious man who spent his days in the 
study hall who seldom spoke at all. Many 
believed that he was even more saintly 
than his revered father-in-law. After all, 
his father-in-law spoke all over the place 
and taught and preached, and even joked, 

OU ISRAEL CENTER         75

and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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at every opportunity.
However, the Chafetz Chaim did not 

entirely approve of his son-in-law’s avoid-
ance of speech and devotion to almost 
complete silence about worldly matters. 
Rather, he insisted that one must use his 
gifts of speech, and use them widely and 
frequently, yet wisely and carefully.

Silence, for the Chafetz Chaim, was not 
the preferred way of life. Speech that care-
fully avoided gossip, insults, and profanity 
was the preferred behavior.

Today, there are groups of very well-in-
tentioned individuals who emphasize 
the evils of lashon hora. Sometimes, I am 
afraid, they do so by avoiding to speak 
negatively when such speech is necessary. 
They sometimes refrain from protesting 
criminal behavior out of fear that, in doing 
so, they are maliciously gossiping about a 
criminal.

This was not the Chafetz Chaim’s way. In 
the book mentioned above, by the title of 
which he is known to the ages, he empha-
sizes that there are opportunities when 
one must use speech to warn against sin-
ful or dangerous individuals, or to protest 
breaches of Torah or of universal moral 
law. When negative talk has a beneficial 
objective, it is no longer to be considered 
negative, but actually becomes a mitzvah.

The four lepers who are described in 
the narrative contained in this week’s 

Haftarah were stationed outside the gates 
of Jerusalem because such was what the 
Torah required of lepers. They were to 
have no contact with the residents of the 
city, perhaps because of the fear that their 
condition was contagious.

They were thus doomed, in a sense, 
to silence. They could not communicate 
with their friends and family within the 
city’s gates. And so it is no wonder, then, 
that when they found that the Aramean 
besieging Jerusalem had been abandoned 
overnight, their first inclination was to 
keep that secret to themselves. But then, in 
II Kings 7:9, they came to their senses, and 
their sound consciences prevailed:

“Then they said to one another,
‘We are not doing right.
This is a day of good news,
And we are keeping silent!
If we wait until the light of morning,
We shall incur guilt.
Come, let us go and inform the king’s 

palace.’
They went and called out to the gate 

keepers of the city
And told them...”
Words can harm, but they can also heal. 

This was the teaching of Rabbi Israel Meir 
HaCohen. It is perhaps best encapsulated in 
the words of Kohelet:

“There is a time for all things...
A time for silence
And a time for speaking” (Ecclesiastes 

3:7) 
Happy 90th Birthday to
SAVTA VICKY SCHER

Till 120 in Good Health
May you continue inspiring us all.

With Love
Children, grandchildren and great grandchildren
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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ONLINE Pesach Tour of 
the British Museum

Guided by Rabbi  
Dr Raphael Zarum
Dean of LSJS and Rabbi Sacks 

Chair of Modern Jewish Thought

Book online at www.lsjs.ac.uk/bookings or call +44 20 8203 6427

Join one of LSJS’ world famous Jewish-themed tours of the 
British Museum. What were the powers of the Pharaoh? Why 
were the Egyptians so obsessed with the dead? How precise 
is the Exodus text? Take a deep dive into Egyptology and 
transform your understanding of our Festival of Freedom.

*Approx. prices based on Pound-Shekel rate at time of going to press

  
Date: Wednesday 20 April,       
          Chol HaMoed Pesach
Israel Time: 8–9:30pm

BOOK YOUR PLACE

80₪ (60₪ before 12 April)*

10% off TORAHTIDBITS10
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda
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The Power  
of Shame

On 20 December 2013, a young woman 
named Justine Sacco was waiting in Heath-
row airport before boarding a flight to 
Africa. To while away the time, she sent 
a tweet in questionable taste about the 
hazards of catching AIDS. There was no 
immediate response, and she boarded the 
plane unaware of the storm that was about 
to break. Eleven hours later, upon landing, 

she discovered that she had become an 
international cause célèbre. Her tweet, 
and responses to it, had gone viral. Over the 
next 11 days she would be googled more 
than a million times. She was branded a 
racist and dismissed from her job. Over-
night she had become a pariah.1 

The new social media have brought 
about a return to an ancient phenome-
non, public shaming. Two recent books 
- Jon Ronson’s So You’ve Been Publicly 
Shamed and Jennifer Jacquet’s Is Shame 
Necessary?2 - have discussed it. Jacquet 
believes it is a good thing. It can be a way 
of getting public corporations to behave 
more responsibly, for example. Ronson 
highlights the dangers. It is one thing to be 
shamed by the community of which you 
are a part, quite another by a global net-
work of strangers who know nothing about 
you or the context in which your act took 
place. That is more like a lynch mob than 
the pursuit of justice.

Either way, this gives us a way of under-
standing the otherwise bewildering 

1  Jon Ronson, So You’ve Been Publicly 
Shamed, London: Picador, 2015, pp. 63-86.
2  Jennifer Jacquet, Is Shame Necessary? 
New Uses for an Old Tool, London: Allen 
Lane, 2015.

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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phenomenon of tsara’at, the condition dealt 
with at length in last week’s parsha and this 
one. Tsara’at has been variously translated 
as leprosy, skin disease, and scaly infection. 
Yet there are formidable problems in iden-
tifying it with any known disease. First, its 
symptoms do not correspond to Hansen’s 
Disease, otherwise known as leprosy. Sec-
ond, the tsara’at described in the Torah 
affects not only human beings but also 
the walls of houses, furniture, and clothes. 
There is no known medical condition that 
has this property.

Besides, the Torah is a book about 
holiness and correct conduct. It is not a 
medical text. Even if it were, as David Zvi 
Hoffman points out in his commentary,3 
the procedures to be carried out do not 
correspond to those that would be done 
if tsara’at were a contagious disease. 
Finally, tsara’at as described in the Torah 
is a condition that brings not sickness but 
rather impurity, tumah. Health and purity 
are different things altogether.

The Sages decoded the mystery by relat-
ing our parsha to the instances in the 
Torah in which someone was actually 
afflicted by tsara’at. It happened to Mir-
iam when she spoke against her brother 
Moses (Num. 12:1-15). Another example 
referred to was Moses who, at the Burning 

3  Rabbi David Zvi Hoffman, Commentary 
to Sefer Vayikra [Hebrew] (Jerusalem: Mos-
sad Harav Kook, 1972), vol. 1, pp. 253–255.
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Bush, said to God that the Israelites would 
not believe in him. His hand briefly 
turned “as leprous as snow” (Ex. 4:7). The 
Sages regarded tsara’at as a punishment 
for lashon hara, evil speech, speaking nega-
tively about or denigrating another person.

This helped them explain why the symp-
toms of tsara’at – mould, discolouration 
– could affect walls, furniture, clothes, 
and human skin. These were a sequence 
of warnings or punishments. First God 
warned the offender by sending a sign 
of decay to the walls of his house. If the 
offender repented the condition stopped 
there. If he failed to do so his furniture 
was affected, then his clothes, and finally 
his skin.

How are we to understand this? Why 
was “evil speech” regarded as so serious 
an offence that it took these strange phe-
nomena to point to its existence? And why 
was it punished this way and not another?

It was the anthropologist Ruth Benedict 
and her book about Japanese culture, The 
Chrysanthemum and the Sword,4 that pop-
ularised a distinction between two kinds 
of society: guilt cultures and shame cul-
tures. Ancient Greece, like Japan, was a 

4   Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1946.

shame culture. Judaism and the religions 
influenced by it (most obviously, Calvin-
ism) were guilt cultures. The differences 
between them are substantial.

In shame cultures, what matters is 
the judgment of others. Acting morally 
means conforming to public roles, rules, 
and expectations. You do what other peo-
ple expect you to do. You follow society’s 
conventions. If you fail to do so, society 
punishes you by subjecting you to shame, 
ridicule, disapproval, humiliation, and 
ostracism. In guilt cultures what matters 
is not what other people think but what 
the voice of conscience tells you. Living 
morally means acting in accordance with 
internalised moral imperatives: “You shall” 
and “You shall not.” What matters is what 
you know to be right and wrong.

People in shame cultures are other-di-
rected. They care about how they appear in 
the eyes of others, or as we would say today, 
they care about their “image.” People in 
guilt cultures are inner-directed. They care 
about what they know about themselves in 
moments of absolute honesty. Even if your 
public image is undamaged, if you know 
you have done wrong it will make you feel 
uneasy. You will wake up at night, trou-
bled. “O coward conscience, how dost thou 

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il
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afflict me!” says Shakespeare’s Richard III. 
“My conscience hath a thousand several 
tongues / And every tongue brings in a sev-
eral tale /And every tale condemns me for a 
villain.” Shame is public humiliation. Guilt 
is inner torment.

The emergence of a guilt culture in Juda-
ism flowed from its understanding of the 
relationship between God and humankind. 
In Judaism we are not actors on a stage 
with society as the audience and the judge. 
We can fool society; we cannot fool God. 
All pretence and pride, every mask and 
persona, the cosmetic cultivation of pub-
lic image are irrelevant: “The Lord does 
not look at the things people look at. Peo-
ple look at the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). 
Shame cultures are collective and conform-
ist. By contrast Judaism, the archetypal 
guilt culture, emphasises the individual 
and their relationship with God. What 
matters is not whether we conform to the 
culture of the age but whether we do what 
is good, just, and right.

This makes the law of tsara’at fascinating, 
because according to the Sages’ 
interpretation, it constitutes one of the 
rare instances in the Torah of punishment 
by shame rather than guilt. The appearance 
of mould or discoloration on the walls of a 
house was a public signal of private wrong-
doing. It was a way of saying to everyone 
who lived or visited there, “Bad things 
have been said in this place.” Little by little 
the signals came ever closer to the culprit, 
appearing next on their bed or chair, then 
on their clothes, then on their skin, until 
eventually their found themselves diag-
nosed as defiled:
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And a blighted person, one bearing the 
disease - their clothing shall be torn, and 
the hair of their head disarrayed. And 
they shall cover their upper lips as they 
cry out, ‘Impure! Impure!’ They shall be in 
a state of impurity for as long as they have 
the disease; they are impure. They shall 
live apart; outside the camp shall be their 
dwelling. (Lev. 13:45-46)

These are quintessential expressions of 
shame. First is the stigma: the public marks 
of disgrace or dishonour (the torn clothes, 
unkempt hair). Then comes the ostra-
cism: temporary exclusion from the normal 
affairs of society. These have nothing to 
do with illness and everything to do with 
social disapproval. This is what makes the 
law of tsara’at so hard to understand at 
first: it is one of the rare appearances of 
public shaming in a non-shame, guilt-based 
culture.5 It happened, though, not because 

5  Another example of shame, according 
to Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai was the 
ceremony in which a slave who did not 

society had expressed its disapproval but 
because God was signalling that it should 
do so.

Why specifically in the case of lashon 
hara, “evil speech”? Because speech is what 
holds society together. Anthropologists 
have argued that language evolved among 
humans precisely in order to strengthen 
the bonds between them so that they could 
co-operate in larger groupings than any 
other animal. What sustains co-operation 
is trust. This allows and encourages me 
to make sacrifices for the group, knowing 
that others can be relied on to do likewise. 
This is precisely why lashon hara is so 
destructive. It undermines trust. It makes 
people suspicious about one another. It 
weakens the bonds that hold the group 
together. If unchecked, lashon hara will 
destroy any group it attacks: a family, a 
team, a community, even a nation. Hence 
its uniquely malicious character: It uses 
the power of language to weaken the very 
thing language was brought into being to 

create, namely, the trust that sustains 
the social bond.

That is why the punishment 
for lashon hara was to be temporarily 
excluded from society by public expo-
sure (the signs that appear on walls, 
furniture, clothes, and skin), stigma-
tisation and shame (the torn clothes, 
etc.) and ostracism (being forced to 
live outside the camp). It is difficult, 
perhaps impossible, to punish the 

wish to go free after the completion of 
six years of service, had his ear pierced 
against a doorpost (Ex. 20:6). See Rashi 
ad loc., and Kiddushin 22b.
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malicious gossiper using the normal 
conventions of law, courts, and the estab-
lishment of guilt. This can be done in the 
case of motsi shem ra, libel or slander, 
because these are all cases of making a false 
statement. Lashon hara is more subtle. It is 
done not by falsehood but by insinuation. 
There are many ways of harming a 
person’s reputation without actually telling 
a lie. Someone accused of lashon hara can 
easily say, “I didn’t say it, I didn’t mean it, 
and even if I did, I did not say anything that 
was untrue.” The best way of dealing with 
people who poison relationships without 
actually uttering falsehoods is by naming, 
shaming, and shunning them.

That, according to the Sages, is 
what tsara’at miraculously did in ancient 
times. It no longer exists in the form 
described in the Torah. But the use of the 
Internet and social media as instruments of 
public shaming illustrates both the power 
and the danger of a culture of shame. Only 
rarely does the Torah invoke it, and in 
the case of the metzora only by an act of 
God, not society. Yet the moral of the met-
zora remains. Malicious gossip, lashon 
hara, undermines relationships, erodes the 
social bond, and damages trust. It deserves 
to be exposed and shamed.

Never speak ill of others, and stay far 
from those who do. 
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In the seven plus years that I have 
had the privilege of sharing different 
views, new thoughts and, hopefully, 

enlightening ideas about the weekly 
haftaroth, I have often been amazed how 
we read the very same words every year 
and still discover a new, fresh approach 
each time we review the text. Indeed, often, 
when I sit down to prepare these weekly 
articles, I wonder what additional concept 
could be found in the very same words 
upon which I’ve commented in years past. 

And every year I am surprised to dis-
cover how our holy texts are suffused with 
divine messages for every generation. 

This special haftarah for the Shabbat 
before Chag HaPesach (or, biblically, “Chag 
HaMatzot”) presents, at first glance, a diffi-
culty that we have mentioned before. Many 
of its psukim dwell upon the shortcomings 
and the sinful behavior of the nation. As the 
navi Malachi – the latest of all the prophets 
– was addressing the second generations 
of returnees from the Babylonian exile, 
an impoverished community who num-
bered far less that the population of Judea 
before the galut, families of the minority of 
Jews who chose to leave Bavel and return 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

to their homeland….given all of this, why 
should the navi speak harsh words to this 
struggling and committed public?

But this would be our reaction only if we 
fail to follow the haftarah reading carefully. 
In reality, the Hashem’s message to this 
community is not simply one of criticism 
and condemnation. Rather, it is an answer 
to the small minority who see the success of 
the wicked and the non-believers. The suc-
cess of the evil-doers had caused some to 
claim that is was futile to serve G-d! (v. 14). 
In response, Hashem offers them a com-
forting prophecy of the future blessings 
that would be granted to them, blessings 
that end with the promise of the arrival of 
Eliyahu HaNavi who would harbinger the 
arrival of Mashiach.

HaRav Solveitchik points to the very 
opening of the haftarah to deepen our 
understanding of G-d’s message to that 
generation. “V’arvah LaShem minchat 
Yehuda ViRushalayim…” – the very first 
verse teaches that, in the future, the sac-
rifices offered in Bayit Sheni would be as 
pleasing as those offered years earlier, 
during the first Bet HaMikdash. The Rav 
reminds us that part of the frustration 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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of the returning generation was that this 
“new” Temple paled in comparison to the 
magnificence of Bayit Rishon – and so did 
their condition in comparison to their 
past history. The returnees saw that the 
land they once controlled had not been 
completely restored, that the bulk of the 
nation remained in the Diaspora, that the 
Davidic dynasty had not been reinstated 
- and there was no Aron Kodesh or Urim 
V’Turim. It is no wonder that we read in 
Sefer Ezra how those who remembered 
Bayit Rishon saw the new Bet HaMikdash 
and they wept! (Ezra 3; 12-13). 

And so, G-d promises that the service 
that would be observed in the second Bet 
HaMikdash would be as pleasing to Him 
as were the sacrifices of old. Furthermore, 
the navi continues to promise a future that 
would be more than equal than the past – it 
would be when “the sun of mercy will rise 
with healing on its wings” (v. 20).

Hashem’s promise of a future redemp-
tion that would be greater than that of the 
past is the perfect message for the Shabbat 
preceding Chag HaGeulah, our Holiday of 
Redemption.

We too, on the Seder night, open our 
doors hoping to see the arrival of Eliyahu 
HaNavi! 
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 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

The Purpose 
of Simanim

Why do we announce the 14 Simanim 
(some hold that the count is 15) at the begin-
ning of the Seder?  We will provide a variety 
of explanations. 

Order Highlights Freedom
There is a custom to start the Seder with 

the recitation of the 14 simanim, represent-
ing the various sections of the Haggadah 
(Kadesh, Urchatz, Karpas, Yakhatz etc.).  We 
don’t do this on any other holiday.  We don’t 
announce the different “yihei ratzon’s” that 
we will recite Rosh Hashana evening at the 
beginning of our meal, nor do we have a 
similar custom on any other yom tov.  Why 
don’t we just begin the Seder.  Why is it nec-
essary to announce in advance what we will 
be experiencing?   

We can glean an answer by looking 
towards the end of the Seder. Following our 
meal, we recite חסל סדור פסח כהלכתו... כאשר זכינו 

 just as we merited – לסדר אותו כן נזכה לעשותו
organizing the evening, we should be able 
to sacrifice the Korban Pesach as well.  The 
Shemen Hatov in his Haggadah explains that 
this is a sort of prayer.  We left Egypt “b’hi-
pazon”- in a hurried and unorderly fashion.  
Yet, tonight as we recall that event, we orga-
nize the night into 14 sections- Kadesh, 
Urchatz etc…  These juxtaposed positions 

underscore that we are in fact now free and 
able to control our time.  Not like slaves cha-
otically escaping their master. To maximize 
the experience tonight we carefully plan 
and prepare the meal and the divre torah, 
as well as the sequence of events that will 
unfold this evening.   As Hazal tell us “zer-
izin makdimin l’mitzvot” – we should rush 
to fulfill mitzvot. There is no such concept 
as “ zerizin makdimin b’mitzvot” However, 
once we are engaged in the mitzva, there is 
no rush.  After all the preparation, lets relax 
and enjoy these monumental moments as 
we relive our past and transmit our tradi-
tions to future generations. 

Maximize the Experience
Rabbi Sender in the Commentators Pesah 

Seder Haggadah addresses this question.  He 
explains as follows.  When one prepares for 
a long trip, he receives an itinerary detailing 
where he’s headed, with all the stops along 
the way as well as the final destination.  An 
itinerary prepares the traveler emotionally 
for the trip and enables the traveler to max-
imize his trip.  Imagine traveling to Europe 
without preparing an itinerary.  Deciding 
haphazardly to visit a museum this after-
noon.  Upon arriving, without an advance 
reservation, one may not be granted admis-
sion.  Without a pre planned itinerary, 
inevitably, time will be wasted, and sights 
will be left unseen.  

Similarly, at the Seder we are embarking 
on a journey. True, we are to experience the 
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Exodus from Egypt but as importantly, we 
are to arrive at a higher spiritual destina-
tion.  The best way to achieve our goal, is 
to announce the way we seek to get there 
(like the route established by waze) so we 
all know how we will arrive at our endpoint.   
Staging the evening in an organized fashion 
guides the participants so expectations are 
clear, as well as the path and the destination. 

The “Seder”
Why is the meal Pesach night referred to 

as the “Seder”?  The term seder means order.  
Talmudo B’yado suggests, at the beginning, 
we list the simanim to inform all present 
regarding the structure of the evening. This 
is an important lesson in education.  It is 
important for the student to understand 
the structure of a shiur.  To better absorb 
the material, a student should be told what 
questions will be raised and answered and 
the structure of the lesson.  This is the ped-
agogical nature of this night.  There is a 
specific order to the ceremony tonight and 
we lay out the structure at the beginning so 
everyone can understand the progression 
of the evening.   That is why we call it the 
seder – the order.   

Simanim… – of lost objects 
The Tiferet Ish, cited in the Ma’ayana Shel 

Torah, suggests derekh drush, “aveida hushav 
b’simamanin” – a lost object is returned after 
being identified by signs (particular to the 
item).   If a person can relay a description 
of unique aspects of an object, it proves his 
ownership over such a lost item.  Through-
out the year, we’re lost. We lose ourselves 
while getting caught up in trivial matters. 
One night a year, on our national birthday, 
at the Seder, we provide simanim, declara-
tions. When we partake in these simanim 

throughout the night, we find ourselves, 
and return ourselves to where we ought to 
be. On the night of Pesach, we can return to 
ourselves, and that’s why it’s called simanim, 
the signs. These are the signs of every Jew, 
at the Seder. We sanctify ourselves this eve-
ning, beginning with kadesh. 

Parenthetically, there are only two times 
of the year we have a Seder, Pesach night, 
and Seder Yom Hakippurim (reference to 
the Kohen Gadol’s services).  These are the 
two nights of the year that we need to find 
ourselves, to get back to our true identity. On 
Yom Kippur, a Jew gets back to his true iden-
tity, uncovers his true self as an individual, 
and on Pesach we do so as a nation.  

The Seder can have a tremendous impact 
on all present.  May we prepare properly for 
the Seder to maximize the experience for all 
participants. Chag Kasher V’sameach! 
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Permeating 
Permeance

The focus of this week’s parashah, the 
phenomenon of tzara’at, was one of the 
most wonderous miracles in the times of 
the Beis Hamikdash. The Ramban points 
out that it was a definitive sign of Hashem’s 
open Presence among Am Yisrael to show 
where they had erred. Further, it is quite 
telling that tzara’at could affect one’s home 
or clothing as well as his body.

We tend to view life with one-dimen-
sional vision. Yet, the physical objects we 
see as a wall or chair, or coat possess far 
more dimension than we behold. Rav 
Chayim Shmuelevitz explains that we 
find many examples throughout Tanach 
and Jewish History wherein people were 
able to infuse physical objects with spiri-
tual strength. For example, Elisha HaNavi 
tells his trusted servant Gechazi to take his 
walking stick and revive a child. How can 
a stick bring a person back to life? Clearly, 
Elisha imbued his stick with holiness from 
his essence, giving the stick tremendous 
power. We learn from Chazal how Shmuel 

Hanavi’s coat grew with him as he grew and 
ultimately, he was revived by the ba’alat Ov, 
wearing this coat. We know that his mother 
Chana made the coat for him when he was 
a young child, infusing it with all her tears, 
hopes, and love. 

Undoubtedly these miracles and Shmuel 
Hanavi’s abundant mesirut nefesh for 
Am Yisrael came from the power of this 
coat. Another example is found in Tal-
mud Yerushalmi which describes how an 
elderly solved a difficult halachic problem. 
When asked how he was able to do this, he 
responded that he once saw the stick of Rabi 
Meir. Rabi Meir’s stick was infused with 
incredible potency, so much so that those 
who merely saw it could achieve greatness 
in their learning.

The Chatam Sofer notes that only homes 
that had immense kedushah were affected 
by tzara’at. We see that when someone 
comes to the Kohen to report a sighting 
of tzara’at on his walls he says, “kenega 
nir-ah li babayit,” it looks to me as if there 

YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT  
IN JERUSALEM
Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space



OU ISRAEL CENTER         27

is something like a [tzara’at] mark in the 
house (Vayikra 14:35). He seems to be say-
ing that the affliction is only a possibility 
since it would be audacious to imply that 
his righteousness and his home’s holiness is 
worthy of this extraordinary miracle.

We can all infuse our homes and the 
contents of our homes with holiness by ded-
icating our thoughts, speech, and actions to 
serving Hashem. As we approach the chag 
of Pesach, we have a unique opportunity to 
do so on Seder night. Matzah is referred to 
as “lechem oni, sheonim alav devarim har-
beh”, the bread that we speak or respond 
much about. Most of Seder night we leave 
the matzah uncovered, allowing our words 
of Torah and tefillah  to permeate the 
matzah. “Vechol hamarbeh lesaper beyet-
ziat mitzrayim harei zeh meshubach,” one 
who abounds in telling the story of the Exo-
dus, [it] is more praiseworthy. Rav Schorr 
in Halekach Vehalebuv explains the ‘it’ as 
referring to the matzah. The more we invest 
in telling the story and the more we incul-
cate emunah through the story, the greater 
the matzah becomes. Matzah is referred to 
as the “bread of healing.” As we see from 
the lessons of tzara’at, one can increase 
matzah’s healing aspects through the very 
mitzvah of “sipur yetziat mitrzrayim.” 

NEW BOUTIQUE LUXURIOUS PROJECT IN BAKA! on 
Reuven St., only 8 apartments for sale!! Be the first ones to 
know about it, NOT YET ON THE MARKET!  Garden apartments, 
spacious apartments 150 to 300 sqm, with succah terraces 
or huge private gardens, underground parking, storage- 
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden apartment  
with private entrance, 250 sqm with private garden, parking, 
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartments 
building- MAYA- 054-6650184
Best location in Talbieh, magnificent new penthouse 300 
sqm in an authentic small building, top standard, double 
height ceilings, 7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private 
roof terrace 120 sqm, panoramic views, private elevator, 
private parking- DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Prime location in Rechavia, Residential building for sale, 
650 sqm built today as 4 apartments, on a plot of 620 sqm, 
additional building rights to 1,000 sqm, pool. FOR SERIOUS 
BUYERS ONLY- DEBORAH- 0544-804767 
Amazing apartment in Talbieh, close to the Theater, 190 
sqm on one level, 30 sqm terrace, shabbat elevator, parking, 
completely renovated at top standards- MAYA – 054-6650184
Unique opportunity! Empty plot of 450 sqm in the 
German Colony, on Yeoash St., possibility to build private 
house or a 2-family house of 550 sqm, private swimming 
pool and large garden, building permit in 6 months-  
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Rechavia- Totally renovated 240 sqm apartment, boutique 
building, very bright, succah terraces, chabbat elevator, 
parking. DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Old Katamon, on a quiet lane, In a new project under 
construction, apartment 200 sqm apartment + 53 
sqm succah terraces, parking, storage, attractive price!!  
MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

Zoom / Phone Interviews 
jerusalemshadchan613@gmail.com

058.328.2283  

  Experienced . Respectful 
 Confidential
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for SinglES 30+
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Checking 
Your Pockets 

The tzadik Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz, 
zy’a, was known for his exalted sense of 
humor and frank, insightful observations. 
A dedicated chasid and attendant of the 
Chozeh of Lublin, the Ropshitzer was also 
a brilliant scholar and orator in his own 
right.

On the Shabbos preceding Pesach, the 
custom in Klal Yisrael is for rabbanim to 
share insights about the upcoming holi-
day and to encourage the community to 
provide for each other’s Yom Tov needs by 
donating maos chitin, “money for wheat” 
to make matzos. 

One Shabbos HaGadol Reb Naftali 
returned home from the shul and was 
greeted by his wife. “So nu, how did your 
drasha go?” “It was “fine,” Reb Naftali 
responded, shrugging his shoulders. The 
Ropshitzer Rebbetzin frowned in surprise. 
“Fine?! It’s one of your most important dra-
shos of the year! How could it be just ‘fine’? 
Was it successful or not?”

“What can I say?” sighed Reb Naftali, “I 
spoke from the heart, but am afraid that I 
was only half matzliach — yes, in fact, I was 
exactly fifty percent successful….” 

“What do you mean? How can a drasha 
be ‘fifty percent’ matzliach?” 

“Well, you see, I spoke about maos chi-
tim. And baruch Hashem, I was successful 
in convincing the poor to receive tzedakah. 
The thing is, I was not successful in con-
vincing the wealthy to give it….”

The Rema begins his commentary on the 
laws of Pesach by focusing our attention on 
providing for our neighbors:

 ומנהג לקנות חטים לחלקן לעניים לצורך פסח.

“...There is a custom of buying and dis-
tributing wheat to provide for their Pesach 
needs.” (Orach Chayim, 429:1)

Placing the act of kindness of maos chitin 
at the forefront of our holiday preparations 
not only focuses our priorities, but it gives 
us a visceral experience of the impact of 
Pesach. When we provide matzah and 
Pesach food to those who need assistance, 
we remember how we suffered, how we 
‘lacked provisions’ as we left Mitzrayim. 
We develop a sensitivity to others, modeled 
after Hashem’s sensitivity to us, and how 
He provided what we needed as we walked 
into the Desert.

The system of establishing chagim and 
moadim depends on our identifying and 
sanctifying the new moon: ה מוֲֹעֵדי ה׳ ִמְקָרֵאי  ֵאלֶּ
מוֲֹעָדם ְקְראּו אָֹתם בְּ ר תִּ -These are Hash“ ,קֶֹדׁש ֲאשֶׁ
em’s appointed, Mikra’ei Kodesh, ‘holy 
occasions’, which you shall designate in 
their appointed times.” (Vayikra, 23:4) 

  Rebbe Nachman of Breslov (Leku-
tei Moharan, 2:4) explains that Mikra’ei 
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Kodesh, literally, “Declarations of Sanc-
tity”, also means ‘callings to holiness’. 
This is because Hashem’s will is revealed 
through each of the Yamim Tovim, and 
each one ‘calls’ us toward the will of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, as it is manifest in 
that specific season and moment.

While sharing Torah with the chevreh 
in the House of Love and Prayer in San 
Francisco, on Erev Pesach of 1973, Reb 
Shlomo Carlebach, zy’a, shone his unique 
light on Rebbe Nachman’s teaching. He 
said it is as if Yom Tov is standing on the 
street corner, calling out to anyone in the 
world who will listen: ‘Kodesh! Hashem 
is beyond nature! There are holy mira-
cles and signs of His presence all around 
us!’ The more clearly we hear this calling, 
the deeper we connect with and feel the 
transcendent joy of Yom Tov. On the other 
hand, if chas v’shalom our simchas Yom 
Tov is lacking, it means that we didn’t 
really hear those Mikra’ei Kodesh, those 
“calls of ‘Kodesh!’”

‘My sweetest friends, how do you get the 
ears to hear Yom Tov calling? By giving tze-
dakah, charity to the poor, before Pesach. 
When we train our ears to hear the crying 
of those in need, our ears become refined, 
and on Yom Tov we’ll be able to hear God 
calling out to us. But if our ears are not 
open to the crying of the poor, we will not 
hear God calling to us either.’ 

As we approach Pesach and invest much 
time and energy into bedikas chometz, we 
should know that halacha requires us to 
search עד שידו מגעת, “just until where one’s 
hand reaches”. This means that places that 
are truly inaccessible need not be exam-
ined or cleaned. 

A couple of days before Yom Tov, Rav 
Yehoshua Eizek Shapiro, zy’a, known as 
Rav Eizel Charif of Slonim, noticed a mem-
ber of his community — an infamously 
wealthy miser — examining his pants pock-
ets and emptying them of bits of chametz. 
Rav Eizel remarked, “Surely you are aware 
of the halachos of bedikas chametz….” 

“Of course, Rabbi!” cried the miser, proud 
of his piety, “that’s why I’m digging out the 
crumbs in my pockets, so I’ll be ready for 
Pesach!”

“But my dear friend,” Rav Eizel said, 
“A person is only mechuyav, obligated, to 
search עד שידו מגעת, ‘until where his hand 
reaches….’ You and I both know that when 
it comes to tzedakah, your hand does not 
reach all the way into your pockets. So 
don’t even bother, you have no obligation 
to check them!” 

Even if we piously empty our pockets of 
crumbs, if we haven’t emptied our pockets 
for others, we won’t be ready for the true 
holiness of Yom Tov. 

May we open our ears and hearts to the 
quiet ‘calls’ for assistance of our brothers 
and sisters — and in this way internalize 
100% of the Ropshitzer’s Shabbos haGadol 
Drasha. May we heed the ‘calls’ of Yom 
Tov: ‘Please, come to holiness! Please give 
maos chitin. Dig deep into your pockets, 
and share a little bit of redemption with 
others!’  
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels



30     TORAH TIDBITS 1463 / METZORA 5782

Real Life Rescues 
Saving a Life in a 
Jerusalem Supermarket

On Monday afternoon at around 4:00 p.m., a worker in a local supermarket in Jerusalem 
lost consciousness and collapsed between the cash registers. His colleagues immediately called 
emergency services to help. 

United Hatzalah volunteer EMTs Kalanit Taub, Avi Bakar, and David Sfedj were on an ambulance 
shift and they had just exited Begin Boulevard. They were heading towards Gilo when they got stuck 
in traffic. It was then that they received the alert about the collapsed man in the supermarket which 
was near their location, so instead of continuing on into Gilo, the ambulance team flicked on their 
lights and sirens and made a left turn towards Beit Tzafafa heading toward the supermarket. 

Having exited the traffic, it took them less than 30 seconds to arrive at the store. The three EMTs 
ran inside and found the patient sprawled out between the registers. When the volunteers took the 
man’s vitals they realized that he was breathing agonal breaths.

The team worked together fluidly and efficiently. Avi and David checked each side of the patient's 
neck for a pulse, after which they found none. Avi relayed back to dispatch that they were initiating 
CPR. David connected a defibrillator, and Kalanit started compressions. 

After only two minutes, the defibrillator advised a shock and the EMTs delivered the shock and 
then quickly resumed compressions. After another 2 minute interval the defibrillator stated that it 
does not advise shocking, which usually means that either the person has returned to consciousness 
or that no electric activity is present in the heart and CPR must be resumed. The team checked 
the pulse once more and didn’t find one so they continued compressions. After a few more chest 
compressions, the patient suddenly tried to sit up signifying that his pulse had returned and he was 
regaining consciousness. 

“Very rarely does a patient return to full consciousness at the scene in a case where CPR is 
performed,” said Kalanit. “This patient not only returned to full consciousness very quickly but even 
tried sitting up. A few minutes later he was totally functional.” 

The EMTs switched the ambo mask that was fitted over the patient’s mouth, to an oxygen mask. 
Once they saw that his condition was stable, they allowed the patient to sit up and even brought 
him outside to sit on a bench on the sidewalk. “We 
couldn’t believe that the man’s heart had stopped 
working just minutes before and now he sat, 
perfectly fine, on a bench.” Kalanit continued, “I’ve 
been to a lot of CPRs, and a lot of successful CPRs, 
but this is the first time that the patient has woken 
up at the scene in such a short amount of time.” 

“I think that the major factor that contributed 
to this man’s quick recovery was that we arrived in 
such a short amount of time. It is well known that 
the number one contributor to a successful CPR 
is initiating CPR quickly. In our case, there were so 
many little things that happened to lead up to us 
being there at the right place at the right time.”

1221
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Donate to United Hatzalah 
and support our medical care, 
humanitarian aid and �ights 
for refugees to Israel.

Want to help
Ukrainian Refugees 
but don't know how? 

Visit https://israelrescue.org/ukraineemergency to donate
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As we begin to look ahead toward 
Layl HaSeder next week,  my 
daughter has already started to 

hint at potential Afikiman presents. Indeed 
on the Seder night, many have the custom 
that the Afikoman  is hidden for the chil-
dren to find, or to take it and “steal it” in 
exchange for a finder’s fee or a present 
upon its return.

Considering that the entire  experience 
of Layl HaSeder  is designed to engage and 
teach our children, one must ask, what are 
we teaching our children with this custom 
of hiding the Afikoman?  How is it that we 
encourage our children to either steal this 
half piece of Matza or hold it hostage in 
exchange for a prize?

 The Ateret Yehoshua, the Rebbe of 
Dzhikov, zy’a, suggests that the source 
of this custom is actually  the challenging  
biblical account of  Rivka Imeinu, who dis-
guised her son Yaakov as his older brother 
Eisav, in order to seemingly deceive an 
elderly and frail Yitzchak to bestow upon 
Yaakov  the blessings of the first born. 

What is the significance of this troubling 
episode? How could it be that Yaakov Avinu 
would come to receive these blessings in 
such a way? How could it be that Rivka 
would facilitate this entire episode?

In the subsequent pesukim, Eisav 
approaches his father, having prepared 
his favorite foods, in anticipation that his 
father will indeed bless him, he is shocked 
to hear Yitzchak’s reply:

“Ba Achicha B’Mirma, vayikach birch-
atecha-” Your Brother came cunningly, and 
took your blessing. “

The Ateret Yehoshua offers a fascinat-
ing insight- the word B’mirma is equal in 
numerical value to the word afikoman. 

When Eisav approaches his father with 
this meal, Yitzchak answers him that it is 
Pesach night, and I have already eaten a 
meal which your brother served me, which 
included the Afikoman- I therefore am no 
longer allowed to eat from your meal, as 
one is prohibited to eat any additional food 
on Pesach night, once they have consumed 
the Afikoman.

This novel approach of course takes into 
account the midrashic suggestion that 
each of the Avot fulfilled the entire Torah 
through ruach hakodesh, even though they 
had not received the Torah and were not 
commanded to do so.

On the Seder night, the matza which is 
set aside as the Afikoman, is one half of 
the matza which is broken for Yachatz, at 
the beginning of the Seder. Yachatz, is an 
acronym for the words: Yadav, Chelkat 
Tzavarav- his hands and the smooth of 
his neck- a reference to the parts of Yaa-
kov’s  body, which Rivka covered with fur 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

Mazal Tov to Mazal Tov to 
David & Cookie Klavan  

and family on the birth of a granddaughter
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to disguise him as Eisav!
So what are we to learn from both this 

episode of disguise and deception, as well 
as its connection to the Afikoman of Layl 
HaSeder?

 Rabbi Moshe Weinberger shlita points 
out that there is an important message hid-
den within this custom. Yaakov Avinu, the 
ultimate Ish Emet, did not feel it was right 
for him to receive the blessing, he was not 
the bechor and therefore did not see him-
self as deserving to be blessed accordingly. 
Rivka Imeinu, encouraged Yaakov, to step 
out of his comfort zone, and recognize that 
indeed he was deserving, and to have the 
courage to come forward and grab hold of 
that which he truly deserved!

So too, many of us may feel that we are 
unworthy or not deserving to learn the 
depths of Torah,  to delve into penimiut 
hatorah- the inner secrets of Torah. Rabbi 
Weinberger suggests that on the Layl 
HaSeder, we too must step out of our com-
fort zone like Yaakov Avinu and hide or steal 
the Afikoman, to realize that yes we too, are 
worthy to learn the secrets of Torah.

Yehi Ratzon as we begin to look ahead 
and prepare for the awesome celebration 
of freedom which is part and parcel of the 
entire experience of Layl HaSeder , may we 
indeed be blessed to rid ourselves of the 
shackles of insecurity which may enslave 
us, and may we merit to have the courage 
and confidence to serve Hashem as we are 
truly meant to.... 

City Center: luxurious 5-room penthouse, 
235m, nice big terrace to a fabulous 
panoramic view of Jerusalem and the Old 
City, 2 private parking spots, 17,500,000 NIS
City Center: luxurious 4-room apartment, 
112m, balcony to a fabulous panoramic 
view of the Old City, private parking, 
5,000,000 NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130m, 
Sukkah balconies, 4 exposures, elevator, 
small & quiet building 5,200,000 NIS 
Arnona: 4 room apartment, 90m, Master 
suite, nice balcony, elevator, private parking, 
3,100,000 NIS
Baka: 3-room apartment, 60m, renovated, 
nice view, elevator, parking, 2,300,000 NIS

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

The  
“First” 
Shabbat 
Hagadol 

The nickname of “Shabbat Hagadol” is 
drawn from many different customs. Tra-
ditionally, on the Shabbat prior to Pesach, 
large gatherings assembled to listen to 
lengthy shiurim detailing the intricate 
laws of Pesach. For all these reasons it was 
referred to as a large, long and important 
Shabbat- or Shabbat Hagadol. Aside from 
these various customs, the name Shabbat 
Hagadol is based upon an actual Shabbat 
which preceded the epic events of Pesach. 
The extraordinary circumstances of that 
original Shabbat are annually commemo-
rated on Shabbat Hagadol. 

The exodus from Egypt, on Wednesday 
night, the 15th of Nissan, lasted through 
Thursday morning. Four days earlier, 
on Shabbat the 10th of Nissan, liberation 
was launched. In commemoration of that 
redemptive liftoff, we mark the Shabbat 
before Pesach as Shabbat Hagadol, even if 
it occurs on a different calendar date of Nis-
san. That original Shabbat Hagadol shifted 
the tide of our redemption. 

On the original Shabbagt Hagadol, we 

implemented divine instructions about 
“preparing” lambs for the eventual korban 
pesach sacrifice four days later. In truth, 
four days aren’t necessary to purchase, or 
even to inspect a korban-designated lamb. 
This extended preparation was more trans-
formative than it was practical. 

Enduring over two centuries of hatred 
and subjugation, we had sunken into the 
depths of Egyptian pagan culture. Chazal 
laud our remarkable preservation of Jew-
ish names, dress and language, implying 
that, in general, we suffered complete reli-
gious collapse. It is difficult to blame us 
for our religious deterioration, as we had 
weathered two hundred years of exploita-
tion and bondage. However innocent we 
may have been, we were still in no condi-
tion to author redemption. 

Ideally, Hashem desires a redemp-
tive partnership between Man and G-d. 
Redemption repairs broken human history 
and human beings should be co-authors in 
rescripting their own broken narrative. 
Unfortunately, though, in our depressed 
condition, Hashem could not demand 
much from us. Our voices had been muted 
and our imaginations had been shuttered.  
Though little was expected of us, Hashem 
still requested one small redemptive ges-
ture. One minor act of courage and defiance 
could jump- start the liberation. Selecting 
an animal-korban would ridicule the per-
vasive pagan culture. As animals were 

SHABBAT HAGADOL
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revered and worshiped, designating one 
for slaughter would debunk pagan dogma. 
By designating animals for slaughter, the 
slaves could take the first step toward ref-
ormation. It would not be revolutionary, 
but it would still excite human redemptive 
effort. On Shabbat Hagadol our redemp-
tive spirit was awakened. Redemption is 
always sweeter when it is a partnership. 
That partnership was forged on the first 
Shabbat Hagadol. 

So it was in Egypt and so it is today. 
For thousands of years, we have waited 
patiently for the wheels of redemption to 
begin turning. We suffered many years of 
persecution and discrimination and yet we 
waited with faith. Finally, growing tired of 
waiting we took human initiative - rallying 
Jews across the world to return home. Actu-
ally, Hashem was waiting for us to take the 
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first step and He reciprocated with bound-
less mercy and with astonishing miracles. 
What a partnership! Just the type Hashem 
desires. 

Something additional changed during 
that fateful first Shabbat Hagadol. Desig-
nating lambs for slaughter infuriated the 
Egyptians. Suffering months of humili-
ating and painful makkot, the Egyptians 
were enraged at the prospect of their 
darling animal deities being disgraced by 
Jewish slaves. This horrible insult could 
not be tolerated, and the Egyptians threat-
ened us with violence. 

On that Shabbat Hagadol, Hashem first 
extended His divine protection over His 
people.  During the previous year, we had 
been spared the terrible afflictions which 
cursed the Egyptians. However, we were 
a clear sideshow to the main event of 
Hashem battering the prideful Egyptians. 
Shababt Hagadol marked the first direct 
violent faceoff between Jew and Egyptian, 
and Hashem shielded His people in safety. 

 Full redemption from Egypt was still 
four days away. On this Shabbat Hashem 
treated us to a preliminary mini-redemp-
tion, which foreshadowed the complete 
salvation. Redemption is a radical shift 
and is sometimes difficult to absorb or 
to comprehend. A nation of slaves, who 
had only known bondage and repression, 
could not be expected to shift “immedi-
ately” into redemptive mode or to easily 
understand the connotations of being 

“chosen”. Redemption is Egypt was staged: 
we first enjoyed a pre-redemptive mira-
cle to acclimate us to liberty and to divine 
providence. Having tasted redemption on 
Shabbat, we were mentally prepared for 
the historical metamorphosis four days 
later. 

So it was in Egypt and so it is today. We 
spent two millennia disenfranchised from 
history and living in a darkened world 
with dimmed divine presence. It is not 
so easy to shift from the tunnel of history 
into the radiance of destiny. Our eyes must 
slowly adjust to the blinding sun! 

We are well on the road to full 
redemption. Hashem has gifted us with 
pre-redemptive miracles as a “lead-in” to 
ultimate geulah.  The remarkable events 
of 1948, and the ensuing 70 years of super-
natural growth are gradually conditioning 
us to a brave new redeemed world. We are 
slowly learning (sometimes too slowly) 
about life in a redemptive era. 

A comprehensive and quick redemp-
tion is sometimes “too much too soon”. 
As He did in Egypt, Hashem is easing us 
into redemptive mode. Shabbat Hagadol 
was the first phase of a redemption which 
would fully blossom four days later. We 
have experienced our own “Shabbat 
Hagadol moment” and are still waiting 
for the next phase. Evidently, it will take 
more than four days to unfold. That is all 
right. We are a people who have learned 
how to wait. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Azriel ben Chaya Michal

• AFS
• Avraham ben Baila Hinda

 • שלמה בן אסתר 
 • יהונתן בן מחלה

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies RESUMES MAY 1ST

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Resumes MAY 2ND:
Monday mornings 10.30-12.30

For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  
or Judy 054-569-0410
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Rabbi 
Soloveitchik: 
A Night Of 
Chesed

At the Pesach seder we engage in the 
curious custom of yachatz, breaking the 
matzah into two parts. Why is this one of 

the fifteen steps to freedom? 
One well-known explanation is offered in 

the Talmud (Pesachim 115b): “Mah darko 
shel ani beprusa ... — just as a poor per-
son eats a broken piece of a loaf, so matzah 
must be eaten as a broken piece.” The poor 
slave would break the flat crusty bread 
and hide away a piece for later, not know-
ing where his next meal would come from. 
The breaking of the matzah at the seder 
symbolizes the way we first ate matzah as 
slaves.

A Story 
The Beis Halevi, Rabbi Joseph Baer Soloveitchik (1820–1892), the illustrious 

great-grandfather of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik is the subject of this touching 
Pesach story. A poor man came to the home of Rabbi Joseph Baer. The man said that 
he had come to ask a question regarding Pesach. He had a halachic question to ask. 
He told the rabbi that he could not afford to buy wine, so he wished to know if he 
could fulfill the obligation to drink the four cups of wine during the seder by drinking 
four cups of milk. 

Rabbi Joseph Baer said to him that one cannot not fulfill this 
important command by drink- ing milk and then proceeded to 
give the man 25 rubles with which to buy wine. After the man had 
gone, Rabbi Joseph Baer’s wife approached her husband with this 
question: “Why, when wine costs two or three rubles, did you give 
him twenty– five?” Rabbi Joseph Baer smiled and said, “If he is so 
poor that he cannot afford wine for the seder, I doubt that he has the money to buy 
chicken and matzah for the seder nights. And you know something, if he is asking 
about drinking milk, that means he has no meat or chicken because he would not 
be mixing it with milk! I want to give him enough money so that he can buy the 
proper food that he needs to fully enjoy the yontif of Pesach.” (‘The Night That Unites’ 
Haggadah) 
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Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik zt”l suggested 
an inspiring insight regarding this custom: 
Although when we think of the enslavement 
of the Jewish people in Egypt, we usually 
think that all the Jews must have been 
equally burdened by it, in truth this was not 
so. There were various degrees of slavery. 
Some Jews lived under bitter conditions, 
some worse. According to our sages, one 
tribe, the tribe of Levi, was never enslaved. 
What this means is that some had access 
to food and some did not. Those that did, 
claims Rabbi Soloveitchik, broke their bread 
and shared it with other Jews who had less. 

Even the Jews who were enslaved in 
Egypt, but may have been better off, would 
split their piece of matzah and share it with 
those who suffered and needed it more 
than they did, hence the term “poor man’s 
bread.” When we break the matzah and 
perform yachatz as our forefathers did, it is 
a symbol of the chesed, the loving-kindness 
and solidarity of Jew toward their fellow 
Jew, even under the harshest conditions.

Bearing in mind this unique explanation, 
the flow of the seder, which transitions from 
the breaking of the matzah to the invitation 
“kol dichfin yese veyechol” — all who are in 
need are invited to join in the Pesach meal, 
is poignant. Inviting those who are in need 
activates a key virtue that permeates the 
Jewish heart: namely, chesed expressed 
through the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim, 
hospitality. 

The mitzvah of hospitality is most pre-
cious to the Jew. It is rooted in our collective 
souls from the beginning of our history, as 
early as Abraham and Sarah who distin-
guished themselves in opening their homes 
to strangers. 

 CHESED FUND
"Kimcha D'pischa"  

For the Needy: Now is the time!
Please send checks to:
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הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage
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callous talk, while the crimson drawn from 
a tiny insect and the lowly hyssop are indic-
ative of the penitent’s new-found humility.

Furthermore, the Metzora shaves head, 
beard, and eyebrows. The head matches 
the sinner’s superiority complex; the beard 
frames the mouth that uttered the Lashon 
Hara. The eyebrows represent the trait of 
“Tzarut Ha’ayin” – the jealousy that moti-
vates one to destroy another’s reputation.

The Metzora brings three offerings: A 
guilt offering that atones for attributes 
giving rise to the Lashon Hara; a sin offer-
ing for the blasphemies uttered while 
“unclean”; and elevation and meal offer-
ings that elevate the Metzorah to take his 
place in society. During the guilt offering, 
the Kohen dips his finger in oil and sprin-
kles it upon the miscreant’s middle ear, 
thumb, and big toe to indicate the Metzora’s 
need to improve social behavior in mind, 
deed, and effort. 

It takes one nasty moment to assassi-
nate another person’s character and just 
one minute to destroy a world. However, 
the process of repair is long and tedious. 
Hopefully, as we reflect on past misdeeds, 
the Torah’s symbols remind us of our mis-
sion. Perhaps we should best look at them 
very closely so that we might better “reme-
member all of Hashem’s commandments 
and observe them….” (Third paragraph of 
the Shema).  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

The Symbol 
in the Symbol

Jung’s classical theory propagates that 
symbols are produced by humanity from 
the unconscious to the conscious through 
archetypal forms, expressed geometrically 
or in the shape of humans and animals. 
In contrast, the Torah provides us with the 
symbols that consciously help us cope with 
our existential states and nurture our col-
lective memory and historical heritage.

The shofar, lulav, tzitzit, mezuzah, 
and tefillin are perfect examples as they 
engage our intellect, emotions, and actions 
in recalling our shared national and reli-
gious strivings whose roots extend back 
thousands of years.

The case of the Metzora, described in our 
Parsha, is a good case in point. The unique 
laws surrounding the Metzora’s long, drawn-
out purification process are replete with 
symbolic messages designed to stir talebear-
ers and slanderers to mend their ways.

The erring individual is forced out of the 
camp to reflect on past deeds and degra-
dation. Then the Kohen performing the 
purifying process takes from the sinner two 
birds, cedarwood, crimson thread, and hys-
sop, to be used in the cleansing ceremony.

The birds symbolize the chatter of gos-
sip; the tall cedar signifies haughtiness and 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

stringency, and he does not cite the hala-
cha in the Shulchan Aruch. The Rama (OC 
461:5) does bring it as halacha.

Most Acharonim view matza kefula as 
a stringency (Chok Yaakov 461:18), unless 
the matza under the fold does not have 
the color of baked matza (Magen Avraham 
461:11-12). This leads to certain leniencies. 
The Chok Yaakov says that if one finds 
matza kefula only after Pesach (when cha-
metz is forbidden only Rabbinically), it is 
permitted. It is also questionable whether 
one must burn it before Pesach or on Chol 
Hamoed (on Yom Tov, it is forbidden to 
burn or move it; one just covers it  – Shul-
chan Aruch, OC 446:1), although he should 
remove it (Magen Avraham ibid.). 

There is a surprising leniency about how 
much matza is considered chametz due to 
the folded part, because there is leniency 
regarding full chametz in a similar case. If 
bread is baked together with matza in an 
oven, the matza remains kosher (Shulchan 
Aruch, OC 461:5) because non-fatty foods 
do not transfer enough taste through the 
air to forbid it (Mishna Berura 461:22). 
Even if they touch each other, it is enough 
to remove the area around the place of 
contact (k’dei netila – approximately, an 
inch). Poskim distinguish between if the 
baking took place on Pesach, when a tiny 
part of chametz forbids large mixtures, 
and before Pesach, when prohibited 
foods are “nullified” if there is sixty times 

Folded Over 
Matza

Question: I have heard that it is a prob-
lem if part of a matza is folded over (matza 
kefula). How much of a problem is this, and 
what do I do about it? 

Answer: The gemara and early Rishonim 
do not speak explicitly about such a prob-
lem. However, the late Ashkenazi Rishon, 
the Terumat Hadeshen (I:127), assumes 
there is an issue and identified a Talmudic 
source for it. The gemara (Pesachim 39b) 
says that one may not boil two grains of 
wheat, one on the other, out of concern 
that the water will not fully reach both 
grains and prevent chimutz (leavening). 
He posits that with an oven’s dry heat, a 
fold in the matza will also impede the halt-
ing of the chimutz. The Darchei Moshe 
(Orach Chayim 461:3) quotes a Maharil 
who accepts the concern when the two 
areas fully stick together, as this seriously 
impedes the hot air. If while rolling the 
dough, it folds over, additional rolling can 
undo the problem.

There is ample room to disagree with the 
Terumat Hadeshen. After all, it is permitted 
to make a matza up to a tefach (3-4 inches) 
thick (Pesachim 37a; see Aruch Hashul-
chan, OC 461:11). The Beit Yosef (OC 461) 
treats the Terumat Hadeshen as a novel 
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more permitted food (Shulchan Aruch, OC 
447:1-2). Although in certain cases, bitul 
before Pesach does not last into the more 
stringent days of Pesach (chozer v’nei’ur – 
ibid. 4), it does not apply here. The Rama 
rules that if the matza kefula was baked 
on Pesach, the entire matza is forbidden, 
whereas if it was baked before Pesach, it 
is enough to remove the part around the 
folded part (Mishna Berura 461:32). The 
Sha’ar Hatziyun (461:57) says that we 
might accept the opinions that the whole 
matza would be forbidden if the folded 
part is more than one sixtieth of the matza.

There is a similar issue regarding bubbles 
in a matza (Rama ibid.), but we generally 
assume it does not apply in our days since 
matzot are made in reliably very hot ovens 
with very thin dough. Regarding the fold-
ing over, some hold that the grounds for 
stringency are more distant than in the 
Rishonim’s times (see Dirshu 461:82 in the 
name of Rav C. Kanievsky, in regard to not 
being required to remove such pieces in 
our days).

Based on the above, one should not 
be overly concerned over the prospect 
of matza kefula. However, he should be 
vigilant with hand-baked matza to look 
for clear signs of folded-over sections. 
This justifies two practical pre-Pesach 
considerations. This is perhaps the best 
reason to prefer machine matzot (which 
almost never have matza kefula) over 

hand matza (without getting into other 
considerations). Also, it is advisable (not 
required or widely practiced) to inspect 
hand matzot before Pesach (see Dirshu 
461:67). 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM
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Bi’ur Ma’aserot 
Part II

The halachah with most relevance to bi’ur 
ma’aserot today is destroying before Pesach 
the coin to which the sanctity of ma’aser 
sheni and neta revay was transferred. 

Optimally, we destroy the original 
coin(s) used to transfer this sanctity (usu-
ally NIS 10).

Alternatively, the sanctity of this 
coin can be transferred onto a half-
shekel (some permit 10 agorot). 
To transfer the original coin’s sanctity to a 
smaller coin, say: “כל מטבעות מעשר שני והרבעי 

 שברשותי בתוספת רבע מערכם מחוללים, כל דרגת חיוב

 The sanctity of all coins of“ ”בנפרד, על מטבע זה
ma’aser sheni and revay in my possession, 
plus a quarter of their worth, is hereby 
transferred, each level of obligation sepa-
rately, to this coin.” In this way, the original 
coin is no longer sacred and can be used. 

Destroying the coin: 
The coin (either original or new, 

smaller coin) with ma’aser sheni/neta 
revay sanctity can be destroyed by 
throwing it into the sea, melting it, ham-
mering it out, or otherwise defacing it.  
Note, though, that it is against Israeli law 
to deface coins (Penal Code, Chapter 12, 
Coin Defacement, Section 480): “One who 
obscures the form of a coin by imprinting a 

name or word or intentionally melts a coin 
shall be liable for a prison sentence of one 
year.”   

Another option is to redeem the coin’s 
sanctity onto sugar: 

Take sugar (of value exceeding 6 perutot; 
100 g will suffice). 

Transfer the sanctity of the coin/coins to 
this sugar by saying the following formula:  
  המעשר שני והרבעי שבמטבע זה/מטבעות אלו בתוספת

 רבע מערכם, הרי הם מחוללים על סוכר שלפני, כל דרגת

 The sanctity of the coin/coins of“ חיוב בנפרד
ma’aser sheni and revay in my possession, 
plus a quarter of their worth, is hereby 
transferred, each level of obligation sepa-
rately, onto this sugar before me.”

Dissolve the sugar in water and pour it 
down the drain.

Beit HaOtzar takes care of bi’ur for mem-
bers. 

Next week – the text of Viduy Ma’aserot.
Pesach Shemitah Tours at our institute – 

see here: https://did.li/dAoTY

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!
Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals 

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us 
On Facebook
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Rabbi Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD
Dear P.T., 
Your question raises a 

challenge that comes up in 
a wide array of situations, 

particularly with teenagers, which I think 
about in terms of balancing conflicting 
values.  On the one hand, as he gets older, 
he increasingly has his own life and his 
own interests, and this type of growth is 
something that you may value and want to 
nurture.  In many ways, as described in an 
earlier column, successfully navigating the 
decision-making processes of adolescence 

makes for a successful transition into early 
adulthood.  If your child is expressing to 
you that he wants to have social activities 
with his friends, you may view that choice 
as a values-driven preference that you 
want to foster. 

On the other hand, parents have interests 
and values of their own that relate to the 
family as a whole. In addition to the short 
term nachas you cherish from having your 
family together, you also see the long-term 
benefit of the shared family experiences 
that Chol Hamoed trips facilitate (a longer 
topic for a different column involves lim-
iting use of electronics on these trips).  As 
a parent, you are allowed to exercise this 
value at times, even if your teenager may 
express being upset.  

The way I see it, there are three possi-
bilities for how to resolve this issue: 1) 
acquiesce to your son’s wishes; 2) allow 
your son to join one or two trips, while 
staying back for the other; or 3) have your 
son join all the trips.  As you have already 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting, 
With Pesach coming up, I want my 

family to have several daytrips over 
Chol Hamoed, especially because we 
haven’t been able to do family Chol 
Hamoed trips the past couple of years.  
My teenager has already started to 
give us a hard time about coming, as 
he prefers to stay home or go places 
with friends, but I really want him to 
join our family.  How can we best han-
dle this situation?

--P.T.

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100



OU ISRAEL CENTER         61

expressed that you want him to be part of 
the family trip, I do not see the first pos-
sibility as a values-based resolution—it 
may avoid conflict, but it’s not consistent 
with the values you want to guide your 
judgment.    

Your decision regarding whether you 
are okay or not with his missing any of the 
family trips will determine how you com-
municate with him, and how you honor the 
value of fostering his ability to choose.  As 
with other parts of life, effective communi-
cation can help bring everyone on board 
as much as possible. If you want him par-
ticipating in everything, it can be helpful 
to consider three separate parts of the con-
versation: 1) It is important to me that you 
are part of the family trip (expectation); 2) I 
understand you may not want to come, and 
that you are upset that you will be missing 
time with your friends (validation); and 
3) you have the choice to have as best a 
time as you can with the family (empow-
ering). This last component is not meant to 
be sarcastic—this is actually a choice that 
your teenager has, and it can be effective 
to remind him that he can choose to make 
the best of the situation.  

Alternatively, you may decide that you 
want to honor your child’s desire to spend 

some time with his friends. For exam-
ple, let’s say you are going on three Chol 
Hamoed daytrips. You can communicate 
your desires directly, while expressing 
clearly to him that you want him to be able 
to have some choice about his plans.  This 
conversation would include the following 
components: 1) I want you to join two out 
of our three trips, and it is important to me 
that you join us for trip A; 2) you can decide 
whether you want to come on trip B or C. 

Barring exceptional circumstances, if 
you remain firm, are mindful not to take 
his resistance personally, and remind your 
son that he can choose to have a good time 
(and limit the electronic use!), after a few 
minutes he will figure out how to have a 
nice time, which is an important skill you 
can teach him for this chag and for life! 

Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD is a Licensed Clinical 
Psychologist (Israel and U.S.) offering Evi-
dence-Based Solutions for Individuals and 
Couples

Feel free to send in any parenting  
questions you may have to  
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).

To all of our devoted friends and donors who contributed 
MAOS CHITIM and helped over 200 poor and needy families 
enjoy the Holiday of Pesach - Best wishes for a Chag  
Kasher V’sameach, and a healthy spring and summer.

Send your contributions to the
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
P.O.B.18602 Jerusalem 91185
(02)5810256
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com

חג שמח
 וקיץ בריא!
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ובא לציון

Children are taught from a young 
age two conflicting ideas. The first 
idea is that Hashem lives in the 

Shamayim, the heavens. The second idea 
is found in a popular kindergarten song - 
“Hashem is here, Hashem is there, Hashem 
is truly everywhere”. This can be a very con-
fusing message for kids, and for adults as 
well. Is Hashem found in the Shamayim, or 
is He everywhere? How can we understand 
these conflicting messages? 

The Tefilla of ובא לציון gives us a little bit 
of an insight into this question. 

Gemara Sotah 49a makes the follow-
ing statement -  עלמא אמאי קא מקיים? אקדושה 

דסידרא

What enables the world to exist? The 
 The commentaries explains .קדושה דסידרא
that the          קדושא דסידרא is referring to 
the Tefilla of לציון  Rav Shimshon .ובא 
Refael Hirsch explains that the reason 
why the Gemara calls this Tefilla קדושא 

 is because it teaches us about the דסדרא
 ,סדר הרגיל של הדברים inherent in the קדושה
the regular order of the world, about קדושת 

 the Kedusha inherent in our ,חיינו היום-יומיים
day-to-day life. How so?

If you think about it, ובא לציון is the third 
time we recite a form of Kedusha during 
Shacharit! We say it once during the ברכות 
שמע  once in the repetition of the ,קריאת 

Shemoneh Esrei, and one last time now at 
the end of our davening. Why do we feel 
the need to repeat the Kedusha yet again? 
Rabbi Eliyahu Munk in his book םעול התפיי

 explains that the first two recitations לות
are at the height of our Tefilla, times of 
intense holiness. Now, as we take leave of 
this “spiritual” time of our day and go out 
to the “real world”, we review the message 
of the Kedusha, so that we can carry what-
ever connection we formed with Hashem 
during our davening to the rest of our day.

We say - כל מלא  צבאות  ה׳  קדוש  קדוש   קדוש 

כבודו  ,Holy, Holy, Holy is Hashem - הארץ 
He  fills  the whole world with His  glory.  
Here, in this rendition of the Kedusha, we 
then bring the Aramaic translation. The 
Avudraham explains that this is for the 
sake of the laymen who may have arrived 
late to shul and missed the “real” Kedu-
sha in הש”ץ  These people may not .חזרת 
have understood Hebrew so we therefore 
translate the words into Aramaic, which 
was the popular spoken language of the 
time. But beyond this technical reason, the 
thematic message is that Kedusha doesn’t 
just remain in the holy Hebrew words that 
we recite during davening, but escorts us 
throughout our day into our day-to-day 
language and surroundings. 

In the Aramaic translation, there’s actu-
ally a breakdown of the three different 
types of Kedusha -

ּה .1 ִכיְנתֵּ ית שְׁ ָאה בֵּ ֵמי ְמרוָמא ִעלָּ שְׁ יׁש בִּ  Hashem ַקדִּ

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative
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is Kadosh in the Heavens, in the dwelling 
place of His Shechina

ּה .2 בּוְרתֵּ גְּ עוַבד  ַאְרָעא  ַעל  יׁש   Hashem is .ַקדִּ
Kadosh down here in this world that He 
created with His strength.

ָעְלַמיָּא .3 ּוְלָעְלֵמי  ְלָעַלם  יׁש   Hashem is .ַקדִּ
Kadosh forever and ever   

What we are in essence saying is that 
while Hashem’s Kedusha may emanate 
from on high in שמים, it then spreads forth 
to the natural world below. It exists beyond 
space and it also exists beyond time. We 
can reach out and connect to Hashem no 
matter where we are and no matter what 
time of day it is. 

We end off the Tefilla with a beautiful 
plea that Rabbi Munk eloquently describes 
as follows - 

במילים פשוטות, הנוגעות עד הלב, הם מביעים את הכרת 

עם  וכבני  כיהודים  הנשגב  יעודינו  על  העמוקה  תודתינו 

קדוש. תפילתינו מקרב הלב היא שהקב"ה יעזור לנו להיות 

ראויים תמיד לכובדו של תפקיד הסטורי זה.

In simple and heartfelt words, this Tefilla 
expresses our recognition and gratitude for 
the lofty mission we have received as Jews 
and as a holy nation. Our heartfelt Tefilla is 
that Hashem will help us to be forever wor-
thy for this weighty and historical mission.

Below are the words of this plea: 
ִמן ַהּתוִעים.  יָלנּו  ְוִהְבדִּ ָרָאנּו ִלְכבודו.  בְּ רּוְך הּוא ֱאלקינּו שֶׁ בָּ

נּו  ח ִלבֵּ תוֵכנּו. הּוא ִיְפתַּ ְוָנַתן ָלנּו ּתוַרת ֱאֶמת. ְוַחיֵּי עוָלם ָנַטע בְּ

נּו ַאֲהָבתו ְוִיְרָאתו ְוַלֲעשׂות ְרצונו ּוְלָעְבדו  ִלבֵּ ם בְּ תוָרתו. ְוָישֵׂ בְּ

ֵלם.  ֵלָבב שָׁ בְּ

Blessed are you our G-d who created us in 
order to bring Him honor. He separated us 
from those who stray and gave us the true 
Torah. He planted eternal life inside us. May 
He open our hearts in Torah and place in our 
hearts love and fear of Him so that we can 
do His will and serve Him with a complete 

heart. 
The first step is to recognize that Hash-

em’s Kedusha is not reserved to the 
synagogue or to the Heavens, but rather 
must be brought down into our day-to-day 
lives. The second step is to understand that 
it is our mission and responsibility to make 
this happen. As the chosen nation, it is our 
job to show the world around us that Hash-
em’s Presence can be felt here on Earth and 
that He is here with us every step of the 
way. We ask Hashem to give us all the tools 
necessary to complete this responsibility. 

If we can accomplish this, be”H we will 
merit to bring the Mashiach -ה ְוִנְחֶיה ְוִנְרֶאה  ִנְזכֶּ

א יַח ּוְלַחיֵּי ָהעוָלם ַהבָּ שִׁ ֵני ְימות ַהמָּ  .ְוִניַרׁש טוָבה ּוְבָרָכה ִלשְׁ
This  will ultimately enable us to sing Hash-
em’s praise without pause and to thank 
Him forever ֱאלַקי ה'  ִיּדם.  ְולא  ָכבוד  ְרָך  ְיַזמֶּ  ְלַמַען 

 :ְלעוָלם אוֶדךָּ
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Obligated to 
Have Healthy 
Children

Last time we discussed whether a couple 
who carry a genetic disease is obligated to 
undergo PGD in order to ensure that their 
children will not carry the same disease. 
On the one hand, it seems intuitive that the 
parents cannot bring a sick child into the 
world. We have an obligation to alleviate 
other people’s suffering, as the verse states 
“love your neighbor as yourself” (Vayikra 
19:18).

The Talmud (Shabbat 31a) explains the 
verse to mean that one should not do to 
others that which they would not want 
done to them. If I need to make a decision 
that would have ramifications for another 
person, I must assess what would I want to 
happen to me in that situation. Often it is 

difficult to make such an assessment, and 
sometimes the best decision is inaction, 
what the Gemara calls “shev ve’al ta’aseh”, 
choosing not to take any action, due to the 
inability to decide which is the best path 
of action.

However certain cases are much clearer, 
and the choice is much easier to make. I 
would definitely not want to be ill with a 
certain debilitating disease that would 
cause me to suffer throughout my life. Peo-
ple would not want to be born knowing 
that they would have a short and difficult 
life, filled with medical treatments and 
with no positive prognosis.

As such, if there is a good chance that the 
couple will have children with a serious 
congenital disease, the couple would be 
obligated to do whatever they can to ensure 
that the children would be healthy. This 
would appear to include the requirement 
to not have children in the regular manner, 
but only through preimplantation genetic 
diagnosis, PGD.

DADDY’S CARAVAN RENTAL 
NO ROOM? EXTRA GUESTS?
-SHABBAT CHATAN/SIMCHAS 
(WILL FIT IN A DRIVEWAY!)
-TIYUL/CAMPING -FULLY 
EQUIPPED, ELECTRICITY AND 
WATER HOOK UP, SLEEPS 4.

FOR DETAILS:  
052-389-7728
ay_orbach@hotmail.com

Seeking tech-savvy 
assistant to provide support 

daily for up to an hour with various 
technology based projects. 

Computer with internet required. 
Based in Har Nof,  preferred.
Please contact 0553387247  

to apply

Pesach Tour
Springtime Magic on the  Golan tour -  

Nature, history, archeology, and heroism
for details:

shalompollack613@gmail.com
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 27.5.2022
כ"ו אייר תשפ"ב

2022

הכנרת צליחת  טיקצ'אק   >  Google  
 For enquiries: info@swim4sadna.org
'Swim4Sadna צליחת הכנרת לנשים' 

האומן 22 תלפיות, ירושלים 9342114
HaUman 22, Jerusalem 9342114

משרד 02-6243373
פקס 02-6232725

Office  
Fax

www.mn-ins.co.il

בקרו אותנו
באתר החדש

ובפייסבוק

לפרטים נוספים

Women's
Kinneret

Swimathon
for Sadnat Shiluv

To 
donaTe:

To
regisTer:

Registration
in progress

 052-447-3489

KALMANWALKER@GMAIL.COM

BANKS

AREN'T WHAT

THEY USED TO BE

 IF YOU AND YOUR BANK IN ISRAEL OR
ABROAD AREN'T COMMUNICATING

EFFECTIVELY

IF YOU'RE PLANNING SUBSTANTIAL
TRANSFERS FROM ABROAD

IF YOU HAVE ANY BANKING QUESTIONS

Kalman Walker
B A N K I N G
C O N S U L T A N TW

 

K
 

LET ME HELP YOU

When we asked many Rabbanim this 
question, there were poskim who were 
of the opinion that the couple are obli-
gated to undergo PGD. Some were of the 
opinion that this is a case when there 
was a 50% chance of having a child with 
a genetic illness. In other words, if it is a 
dominant genetic abnormality, in which 
one of the parents is ill with the same dis-
ease and statistically half of their children 
will inherit the disease, the couple must 
do PGD. When dealing with a recessive 
genetic condition, in which both parents 
are carriers, and there is a 25% chance of 
having a child with the condition, those 
poskim did not think that it is imperative 
for the parents to undergo PGD. The rea-
son is that most of their children will still 
be healthy.

More on this next time. 
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means to achieve. 
Judaism is good at keeping sensitive 

matters quiet. The Kedusha of a home and 
family, for example, is surrounded by lay-
ers of discretion. The fact that such a G-dly 
punishment affects the skin for all to see 
must mean that its publicity is an inher-
ent part of the process. If it becomes a 
regular occurrence where everyone deals 
with Zara’at at one point or another, then 
shame is not part of the equation at all. If 
anything, maybe it teaches us the valuable 
lesson that just as we are all beloved by 
Hashem, we must all work hard to remain 
in His favor. 

If our neighbor should not be so lucky 
at the moment, we must be compassionate 
and respect their privacy. While the per-
son themselves are given time to reflect 
on their relationship with Hashem in the 
privacy outside the camp, the community 
can learn the invaluable lesson of respect 
and empathy.

Eli Jerozolim
10th Grade, Efrat
“Tzaraat - punish-
ment or lesson?”
If you think Covid is mak-

ing everyone crazy, can you imagine how 
tzaraat was? Tzaraat is a very strange dis-
ease! It mixes together a physical illness 
with a mystical punishment from Hashem.

Tzaraat raises many questions such 
as why do we need to isolate if it’s not 

Lia Manning
Gush Chapter 
Director
What’s that on 
your skin?!

Walking through the streets, being stared 
at by children; people looking away quickly 
as if they hadn’t noticed the plagued skin. 
These are all truthful accounts of what 
people with skin diseases experience on a 
daily basis. If you have Type I diabetes, or 
suffer from a heart condition, the average 
passer-by on the light rail would be none 
the wiser. Eczema, psoriasis, and dermati-
tis, to name a few, are worn on the sleeve 
of the person they affect. 

It is no wonder then that a person 
affected with a skin condition like Zara’at 
is to leave the camp until they are cured. 
We must ask ourselves if this is a form of 
punishment or rather for their own protec-
tion, to shield them from embarrassment. 
Rabbi Moshe Lichtman, in his book 
“Eretz Israel in the Parasha” suggests that 
although this particular skin affliction is a 
punishment, Zara’at is also a measure of 
closeness to Hashem: “One cannot be dis-
tanced from Hashem unless he is usually 
close to Him”. Such a bold and visible pun-
ishment is quite different from the nature 
of our private relationship with G-d. Sud-
denly, our distance from the Creator must 
be worn as a badge, for all to see. Perhaps 
shame is the opposite of what this affliction 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company  

The ONLY COMPANY to offer you a LIFETIME GUARANTEE on all wood regluing 

 PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture 
 EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
 SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and replace with much stronger wood 
 CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
 FURNITURE MARKERS - To help you make those small scratches disappear 
 LEG TIPS - For quiet chair movement (your downstairs neighbor will thank you!) 
 TIRED OF HAVING TO CROWD YOUR GUESTS AROUND MULTIPLE TABLES??  

Call us to hear about our heavy-duty table slides to more than double (or even triple!) the current length of your table. 

 
 
 

WE ARE GROWING AND ARE NOW HIRING – SEE DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE 
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il    Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il  

    Phone: 02-999-2418           WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  

WISHING OUR CUSTOMERS  פסח כשר ושמחחג  

T

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH! 

FULL MEAL

Catering for Pesach
 

077-232-00-44
www.shishishuk.co.il

Kosher for Pesach l’Mehadrin JERUSALEM no Kitniyot

Orders accepted until Monday, April 11th
 

119₪
PER PERSON

english menu
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contagious? Similarly, with tzaraat haba-
yit, you need to remove all items from your 
house. Are you concerned that the germs 
will transfer from your clothes or your bed?

I think we can answer both of these ques-
tions with a very strange Rashi about tzaraat 
habayit. Rashi quotes a medrash that totally 
turns the way we look at tzaraat on its head 
and perhaps changes the way we look at 
punishments as a whole. The medrash 
explains that when the Jews removed the 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

bricks infected with tzaraat, they found gold 
hidden by the Amorites in the walls.

What?!? Tzaraat was a punishment! Why 
would the Medrash assume that anything 
positive came from it?

Apparently the medrash had a very dif-
ferent view of punishments. Punishments 
are not meant to hurt you but they are 
there to guide you and actually bring you 
even greater rewards.

So we can now answer both of our orig-
inal questions. When you isolate, you are 
not trying to avoid infecting others but 
apparently one of the people you’ve been in 
contact with isn’t having a positive impact 
on you! You need to isolate yourself and 
reassess your relationships. It forces you 
away from those people, who whether you 
like it or not, you probably know inside that 
it would be best to stay away from.

Emptying your house for tzaraat is very 
similar. Something in your house is getting 
in the way of your bigger goals. It could be 
clothes or money, but something is becom-
ing an obstacle for you to accomplish more 
important things. 

May we be fortunate enough to see the 
rewards that Hashem gives us through 
punishment and become better from our 
mistakes. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
A morning of learning has been donated  anonymously  

in appreciation for the video’s they are able to listen  
to from our video library.

Tuesday, April 5th - Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiur is sponsored by the 
Friedman family לעילוי נשמת Yosef Avraham ben Isiah z”l

A generous donation was made to help sponsor the Pre-Pesach Yom 
Iyun Women’s program in Bet Shemesh by Etti Shai for a  

refuah shleima for שאול ידידיה אלעזר בן אלטא אסתר עטא and 
a zivug for יחיאל זכריה בן נעמי רחל/ חיים אלעזר בן נעמי רחל  

Tuesday, April 5th - Rebbitzen Shira Smiles Shiur is sponsored by 
Leah Weinberger in honor of her mother’s Yahrzeit -  

Chana bas Tzvi Aryeh HaKohain a”h (Ann Slater) -  
yahrzeit is י”ח ניסן חול המועד פסח

Tuesday, April 5 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored by 
   משפחת בן שמואל לע”נ אסתר בת דוב ע”ה - יארצייט  ד ‘ניסן

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
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Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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Pre - Pesach Section Pre - Pesach Section 

HELPFUL REMINDERS 

• Tefilat Tal is recited on the first day of Pesach.
We begin to say ותן ברכה in the weekday Amidah

(we stop saying משיב הרוח מוריד הגשם )
• On Motzei Yom Tov Rishon we begin counting Sefirat Haomer

• Shvi'i Shel Pesach the Book of Shir Hashirim is read
• Yizkor is recited on the last day of Pesach

• Helpful Reminders and Guidelines 70
• Sefirat Haomer Chart 72
• Eruv Tavshilin 74 - 76
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The busy days before Pesach — 
special mitzvot and customs
Have you turned your house inside-
out, transformed your kitchen into 
an aluminum-foil-covered spaceship, 
and rescued all the lonely Cheerios 
from their dusty corners?

You’re ready for the 
next  step:

Bedikat Chametz
Bedikat Chametz means the “search 
for chametz.” We comb our homes 
for any chametz that we might have 
overlooked. This year, Bedikat 
Chametz will take place on Thursday 
evening, April 14. Any chametz 
found is set aside to be burned the 
next morning.

Burning the Chametz
On the morning of Erev Pesach, we 
burn the chametz. See page 4 for the 
latest time to burn your chametz.

The Fast of the Firstborns
Erev Pesach is a fast day for firstborn 
males (Ta’anit Bechorim). During 
the tenth plague, all the firstborns 
in Egypt died. G-d passed over the 
homes of the Jews and spared their 
firstborns. To commemorate this, 
firstborns fast on Erev Pesach. This 
year, the fast will be held on Friday, 
April 15.

Many congregations conduct a 
siyum. (The conclusion of a portion 
of Torah learning is a celebratory 
occasion that allows for a seudat 
mitzvah, a ritual feast). A siyum 
exempts firstborn males from fasting 
altogether.

This year, since the first Seder is on 
Friday night, all Seder preparations 
should be prepared before Shabbos, 
i.e.: maror, salt water, charoses, egg.

Maot Chitim —  
money for the poor
Before Pesach, there is a custom to 
give Maot Chitim (literally, money 
for wheat). We donate money to the 
needy to help them buy matzot and 
other food for Pesach. Visit ou.org/
hunger to support the OU’s Maot 
Chitim campaign efforts, where 
money is given to poverty-stricken 
families to help them celebrate the 
holiday with happiness and dignity.

 Passover is   
 Here — What   
 You Need    
 to Know

Not all the days of Passover are the 
same or have the same laws.

The first two days and the last 
two days
The first day (Friday night, April 15 
through Motzo’ei Shabbat, April 16) 
and the last day (Friday night, April 22 

through Motzo’ei Shabbat, April 23) 
are observed with Shabbat restrictions 
on work and creative activity. 

The second day (Motzo’ei Shabbat, 
April 16 through Sunday night, April 
17) and the seventh day (Thursday 
night, April 21 through Friday 
evening, April 22) are observed with 
yom tov rules and regulations.

Special reminder for this year
This year, the second night of Pesach 
falls on Motzo’ei Shabbat (April 16). 
Remember to say “Baruch haMavdil 
bein Kodesh L’Kodesh,” to allow you to 
use fire and prepare food for yom tov.

The Intermediate Days —  
Chol Ha’moed
The intermediate days of Pesach 
(Monday, April 18 – Thursday, April 
21) are considered “semi-festive.” 
Although they are the “weekday” of 
the holiday, not all work, activities 
and crafts are permitted. The laws of 
Chol Ha’moed are pretty nuanced. 
An Orthodox rabbi will be able to 
give you detailed guidance.

Eruv Tavshilin
An eruv tavshilin should be made on 
Thursday, April 21, to allow for the 
preparation of food on yom tov that 
will be consumed on Shabbat. For 
more on eruv tavshilin, please see 
page 16. 

2
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The following Sefirat Ha'omer pages  
are  in memory of

ר' יעקב צבי בן ר' אברהם רדין ז"ל

who was niftar on Chol HaMoed, Chai Nisan, 5780 -   
3rd day of  Sefirat Ha'Omer - תפארת שבחסד.  

This is what Yaakov emanated - love of  Torah,  
of  Am Yisrael and of  Eretz Yisrael.  

We, his family miss his loving, happy demeanor 
yearningly.

As you count Sefira each day - may it be a z'chut for the 
continued aliya of  his holy neshama and that of  his  

twin brother, Yisrael z"l.

יהי זכרם ברוך
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Sign up for the OU daily sefirah reminder email @ www.ou.org/sefirah

Sefirah is the counting of seven complete weeks from the second evening of Pesach until Shavuot. 
The count, which takes place after nightfall for the following day, is preceded by the blessing only 

if done in the evening and no days have been missed in the count.

Visit www.ou.org/sefirah to receive an email reminder to count each day. Emails are pre-programmed 
to go out on each of the 49 days of the Omer to help make sure you don’t forget to count!

SEFIRAT  HAOMER

ָ
ַ ָ

www.ou.org/sefirah

ְ

ִ

ָ

ְ

ְ

ְ

ִ

ִ

SUN. EVENING APRIL 17 2

MON. EVENING APRIL 18 3

TUES. EVENING APRIL 19 4

WED. EVENING APRIL 20 5

THURS. EVENING APRIL 21 6

FRI. EVENING APRIL 22 7

SAT. EVENING APRIL 23 8

SUN. EVENING APRIL 24 9

MON. EVENING APRIL 25 10

TUES. EVENING APRIL 26 11

WED. EVENING APRIL 27 12

THURS. EVENING APRIL 28 13

FRI. EVENING APRIL 29 14

SAT. EVENING APRIL 30 15

SUN. EVENING MAY 1 16

MON. EVENING MAY 2 17

TUES. EVENING MAY 3 18

WED. EVENING MAY 4 19

THURS. EVENING MAY 5 20

SAT. EVENING APRIL 16 1

NOTE: IF YOU FORGET TO COUNT AT NIGHT, YOU MAY COUNT ALL OF THE NEXT DAY – BUT WITHOUT A BLESSING 
YOU MAY RESUME COUNTING THE NEXT EVENING WITH A BLESSING.
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www.ou.org/sefirah

FRI. EVENING MAY 6 21

SAT. EVENING MAY 7 22

SUN. EVENING MAY 8 23

MON. EVENING MAY 9 24

TUE. EVENING MAY 10 25

WED. EVENING MAY 11 26

THURS. EVENING MAY 12 27

FRI. EVENING MAY 13 28

SAT. EVENING MAY 14 29

SUN. EVENING MAY 15 30

MON. EVENING MAY 16 31

TUE. EVENING MAY 17 32

WED. EVENING MAY 18 33

THURS. EVENING MAY 19 34

FRI. EVENING MAY 20 35

SAT. EVENING MAY 21 36

SUN. EVENING MAY 22 37

MON. EVENING MAY 23 38

TUE. EVENING MAY 24 39

WED. EVENING MAY 25 40

THURS. EVENING MAY 26 41

FRI. EVENING MAY 27 42

SAT. EVENING MAY 28 43

SUN. EVENING MAY 29 44

MON. EVENING MAY 30 45

TUE. EVENING MAY 31 46

WED. EVENING JUNE 1 47

THURS. EVENING JUNE 2 48

FRI. EVENING JUNE 3 49
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Q. What is the reason 
for eruv tavshilin?

A. When the second or eighth day 
of yom tov falls on Shabbos (as the 
eighth day of yom tov does this 
year on April 23), or if Shabbos 
falls immediately after yom tov, it 
is rabbinically forbidden to cook 
or prepare on yom tov for Shabbos. 
When executed properly, eruv 
tavshilin allows us to prepare on yom 
tov for Shabbos.

Interestingly, there is no Torah 
prohibition to cook or bake on 
yom tov for Shabbos, even though 
ostensibly we may only cook on yom 
tov for yom tov itself. The Gemara 
(Pesachim 46b) offers two reasons 
why this does not constitute a Torah 
prohibition: 

(a)  Shabbos and yom tov are 
considered to be one unit, since the 
Torah refers to yom tov as Shabbos. 
Just as it is permitted to cook and 
bake on yom tov for yom tov, it is 
permitted to cook and bake on yom 
tov for Shabbos. 

(b)  When we cook or bake additional 
food on yom tov, it is not a Torah 
violation because it is possible that 

we will need the food for unexpected 
guests who might arrive on yom tov.

If the Torah permits the preparation 
of food on yom tov for Shabbos, 
why did the Rabbis institute the 
eruv tavshilin in the first place? The 
Gemara (Beitzah 15b) gives two 
explanations: 

(a)  When yom tov precedes Shabbos, 
we are prone to overlook the needs 
of Shabbos. The Rabbis therefore 
created a special, tangible preparation 
for Shabbos that must be attended 
to before the start of the yom tov, so 
people will remember to cook for 
Shabbos as well.

(b)  If we were to permit cooking 
on yom tov for Shabbos without 
any reminder, we might not 
understand the reason, and think it 
is permissible to cook on yom tov for 
the subsequent weekdays as well; if 
done late in the afternoon this would 
violate a Torah prohibition.
 
Q. What is the procedure   
for eruv tavshilin?

A. On erev yom tov, Thursday April 
21, set aside two types of food, one 
cooked and one baked (Mishnah 

Berurah 527:5–6). If you cannot 
obtain both items, a cooked item 
alone would be acceptable, but a 
baked item alone would not suffice. 
The cooked item must be at least 
the size of a large olive (k’zayit, 
approximately half the size of a 
chicken’s egg) and the baked item 
should be at least the size of a 
chicken’s egg (k’beitzah). Since not 
all cooked foods are eligible to be 
used for the eruv tavshilin, and the 
laws are complex, there is a common 
custom to cook an egg on erev yom 
tov specifically for use as the eruv 
tavshilin. 

Hold the selected items while reciting 
the bracha and subsequent Aramaic 
text, as they appear in the siddur. 
You must understand the text as it is 
recited; if you do not understand the 
Aramaic text, recite it in your native 
language (Rama 527:12).

Q. When is the eruv tavshilin  
effective? Can I eat the   
eruv tavshilin food?

A. The eruv tavshilin allows us to 
prepare for Shabbos only on erev 
Shabbos, but not on a preceding yom 
tov day (Shulchan Aruch 527:13). 
In addition, every effort must be 

When Yom Tov 
precedes Shabbos: 

of Eruv Tavshilin

THE

&
By Rabbi Moshe Zywica

A. When Shabbos falls immediately after 
yom tov, it is rabbinically forbidden to 
cook or prepare on Yom tov for Shabbos.
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made to complete the preparations 
early enough on Friday afternoon 
so that the food will be edible well 
before Shabbos. Nevertheless, if 
the preparations were left until late 
Friday afternoon, they may still be 
done (Beiur Halacha 527:1).

The food items used for the eruv 
tavshilin must remain intact as long 
as preparations are being made for 
Shabbos. Perishable items used for 
the eruv tavshilin should be stored in 
the refrigerator as needed. If the eruv 
tavshilin foods were consumed or 
discarded, the eruv tavshilin ceases to 
be valid (OC 527:15).

Matzah is used on Pesach as the 
baked item of the eruv tavshilin. It is 
customary to use this matzah for an 
additional mitzvah as one of the two 
“loaves” of lechem mishnah at each 
of the three Shabbos meals, and to 
consume the matzah at the third meal 
of Shalosh Seudos. 
 

Q. If a person is planning to 
be fully prepared for Shabbos 
before yom tov starts, is an eruv 
tavshilin still necessary?

A. Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l 
understands the opinion of the 
Magen Avrohom (O.C. 527:1) to be 
that it is not absolutely necessary 
to make an eruv tavshilin if you are 
completely prepared for Shabbos. 
Nevertheless, Igros Moshe (Orach 
Chaim, 5:20:26) notes that even if 
you are not planning to cook or bake 
on yom tov for Shabbos, an eruv 
tavshilin should be performed as a 
precaution for an unexpected need. 
Rav Moshe z”tl in Orach Chaim, 
5:37:9, writes that a bracha should 
not be recited in such a case. 
 
Q. What should be done if I forgot 
to perform an eruv tavshilin?

A. If you forgot to perform an eruv 
tavshilin on Thursday, you may rely 
on the eruv tavshilin performed 

by the rabbi of the city, since it is 
customary for him to include his 
entire community in his eruv. We 
may rely on this only if the eruv 
tavshilin was not forgotten due to 
negligence (Shulchan Oruch ibid). In 
addition, we may rely on the rabbi’s 
eruv one time (MB 527:22). The Kaf 
Hachaim 527:48 suggests that this 
limitation of relying on the rabbi’s 
eruv only applies to consecutive 
yomim tovim. However, the Chayei 
Adam (Klal 102:7) questions whether 
we may rely on the rabbi’s communal 
eruv a second time, even if they were 
not consecutive times.

Another option is to have someone 
who made an eruv tavshilin cook 
for the one who forgot. In this case, 
ownership of the ingredients must 
be transferred to the one who made 
an eruv and is allowed to cook. This 
person may then proceed to cook 
even in the home of the person 
who did not make an eruv tavshilin 
(Shulchan Aruch OC 527:20).  

SUPPORT FAMILIES 
IN NEED THIS 
PASSOVER SEASON

GO TO:

OU.ORG/HUNGER
to support the OU’s 2022 maos chitim campaign

The article above also appears in the OU Israel's 
Pesach Guide. For more relevant and fascinating 
articles and guidelines please see this year's  
OU Israel's Kashrut inaugural magazine.  
https://www.ouisrael.org/passover-guide/

Chag Sameach!
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Eiruv Tavshilin (ET) for Erev Yom Tov, THU May 28th

When Yom Tov falls on Friday (or Thursday-Friday), we make an ET on Erev Yom Tov,
which begins the preparations for Shabbat, so that we will be able to continue cooking
for Shabbat on Friday. Without the ET, cooking (and other things) is allowed on Yom Tov,
only for the day itself. Making an ET on Erev Yom Tov, permits cooking, baking, and
lighting candles on Friday (Yom Tov) for Shabbat.

Sometime before Yom Tov, one takes a Challa (roll) or Matza and a cooked food (hard
boiled egg, piece of gefilte fish, piece of chicken, etc.) which will be eaten on Shabbat
(many eat the ET at Seuda Shlishit, but it only must last until Shabbat arrives to be
effective). With both items in hand, one recites the bracha...

.aEx¥r z ©e §v ¦n l©r Ep«Ë ¦v §e ,eiz̈F §v ¦n §A Ep «Ẅ §C ¦w x ¤W£̀  ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl|¡̀  ii dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
and then makes the Eruv declaration... [One should explain ET to his family, either at the
time of making the Eruv, or some convenient time before or after.] It is still traditional to
say it in Aramaic, but you should feel free to follow the Aramaic with Hebrew and/or
English...

`l̈Ẍ ©a §lE `ẗi ¥n §l `p̈«l̈ ` ¥xẄ ` ¥d §i `äEx¥r oi ¥c §A
,`p̈M̈ §xv̈ lM̈ c ©A §r ¤n §lE ,`b̈ẍ §W `ẅl̈ §c ©̀ §lE ,`p̈n̈ §h ©̀ §lE

[.z Ÿ̀G ©d xi ¦rÄ mi ¦xC̈ ©d lk̈ §lE Ep«l̈] ,`z̈ §A ©W §l `äḧ `n̈FI ¦n
zFU£r©l §e x¥p wi ¦l §c ©d §lE oi ¦n §h ©d §lE l ¥W ©a §lE zFt¡̀ ¤l Epl̈ xŸ ªn d¤i §d ¦i d¤f ©d aEx¥rÄ

[.z Ÿ̀G ©d xi ¦rÄ mi ¦xC̈ ©d lk̈ §lE Ep«l̈] zÄ ©W §l aFh mFi ¦n Epi ¥k §xv̈ lM̈
With this EIRUV it becomes permitted for us to bake, cook, to “hide” food (refers
to packing food into an oven in such a way that not only will heat be maintained,
but increased as well), to light candles, and do all other needs on Yom Tov for
Shabbat [for us and all Jews who live in this city].

After the bracha and declaration, one places the Eiruv items in a secure place so that
they will not accidentally be eaten before cooking for Shabbat is finished.

REMINDER: Kindling fire is forbidden on Yom Tov. Extinguishing a fire is
forbidden. Only lighting a fire from a pre-existing flame is permitted. As is
handling the candle, match, etc.

The bracketed phrase in the Eiruv declaration is said when making the Eiruv not just for yourself
and family, but for others who might have forgotten to make their own Eiruv. This is usually done
by the Rav of the kehila. It can also be done by others. This extra measure technically needs that
the Eiruv foods be given to someone to acquire them on behalf of others. Consult your Rav...
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Matza and a cooked food (hard
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Combining an incredible staff  
and Nefesh B’Nefesh’s experience 

 assisting new Olim, we have the recipe 
for an awesome summer for your child!

Reserve your child’s spot today!

Camp Director: Rav Yaakov (Jake) Vidomlanski

JOIN US! CAMP NBN OPEN HOUSE  at the NBN Aliyah CampusSunday, April 10th 6:30-8:30 PMRSVP: campinfo@nbn.org.ilRAFFLE PRIZE: FOUR MOVIE TICKETS

*Transportation available from: 
 Modiin, Beit Shemesh & Gush Etzion

Send your kids to  

an amazing day camp 

in Jerusalem!*

July 10th-28th

WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/CAMP
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ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation

Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice

Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909

Madar@netvision.net.il
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2 ROOM APARTMENT WITH GARDEN 

FOR IMMEDIATE ENTRY



Rabbeinu Menachem HaMeiri was not only an eminent 
Rishon, Talmudist, and posek, but also a master of 
hashkafah, philosophy, mussar, and middos. All of 
this greatness is evident in the Meiri’s monumental 
commentary on Pirkei Avos — the final part of his 
classic Beis Habechirah.

Now this masterpiece is available in clear, fluid 
English, with fully-vowelized Hebrew text, 
illuminating explanatory notes, and an extensive 
introduction for historical context and overall 
perspective.

The Meiri on Pirkei Avos offers a unique 
synthesis that illuminates the essence of 
living a life of Torah. This year, discover Avos 
anew through the wondrous words of this 
outstanding and original thinker.

Feldheim Proudly Announces 
the Newest Addition to 

The Torah Classics Library!

T o r a h  L i T e r aT u r e  o f  Q u a L i T y  /  A v A i l A b l e  A t  A l l  J e w i s h  b o o k s t o r e s

fro
m

Join us for the  
book launch   
with Special  
Guest Speakers
Rabbi beReL Wein
Rabbi Yehuda buLman For the Zoom link  

go to Feldheim.com

The Sefer will be for sale  
for 100₪ at the event

Thursday, April 28 · 8:00 pm
Beit Knesset Hanassi · 24 Ussishkin


