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In the seven plus years that I have 
had the privilege of sharing different 
views, new thoughts and, hopefully, 

enlightening ideas about the weekly 
haftaroth, I have often been amazed how 
we read the very same words every year 
and still discover a new, fresh approach 
each time we review the text. Indeed, often, 
when I sit down to prepare these weekly 
articles, I wonder what additional concept 
could be found in the very same words 
upon which I’ve commented in years past. 

And every year I am surprised to dis-
cover how our holy texts are suffused with 
divine messages for every generation. 

This special haftarah for the Shabbat 
before Chag HaPesach (or, biblically, “Chag 
HaMatzot”) presents, at first glance, a diffi-
culty that we have mentioned before. Many 
of its psukim dwell upon the shortcomings 
and the sinful behavior of the nation. As the 
navi Malachi – the latest of all the prophets 
– was addressing the second generations 
of returnees from the Babylonian exile, 
an impoverished community who num-
bered far less that the population of Judea 
before the galut, families of the minority of 
Jews who chose to leave Bavel and return 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

to their homeland….given all of this, why 
should the navi speak harsh words to this 
struggling and committed public?

But this would be our reaction only if we 
fail to follow the haftarah reading carefully. 
In reality, the Hashem’s message to this 
community is not simply one of criticism 
and condemnation. Rather, it is an answer 
to the small minority who see the success of 
the wicked and the non-believers. The suc-
cess of the evil-doers had caused some to 
claim that is was futile to serve G-d! (v. 14). 
In response, Hashem offers them a com-
forting prophecy of the future blessings 
that would be granted to them, blessings 
that end with the promise of the arrival of 
Eliyahu HaNavi who would harbinger the 
arrival of Mashiach.

HaRav Solveitchik points to the very 
opening of the haftarah to deepen our 
understanding of G-d’s message to that 
generation. “V’arvah LaShem minchat 
Yehuda ViRushalayim…” – the very first 
verse teaches that, in the future, the sac-
rifices offered in Bayit Sheni would be as 
pleasing as those offered years earlier, 
during the first Bet HaMikdash. The Rav 
reminds us that part of the frustration 
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of the returning generation was that this 
“new” Temple paled in comparison to the 
magnificence of Bayit Rishon – and so did 
their condition in comparison to their 
past history. The returnees saw that the 
land they once controlled had not been 
completely restored, that the bulk of the 
nation remained in the Diaspora, that the 
Davidic dynasty had not been reinstated 
- and there was no Aron Kodesh or Urim 
V’Turim. It is no wonder that we read in 
Sefer Ezra how those who remembered 
Bayit Rishon saw the new Bet HaMikdash 
and they wept! (Ezra 3; 12-13). 

And so, G-d promises that the service 
that would be observed in the second Bet 
HaMikdash would be as pleasing to Him 
as were the sacrifices of old. Furthermore, 
the navi continues to promise a future that 
would be more than equal than the past – it 
would be when “the sun of mercy will rise 
with healing on its wings” (v. 20).

Hashem’s promise of a future redemp-
tion that would be greater than that of the 
past is the perfect message for the Shabbat 
preceding Chag HaGeulah, our Holiday of 
Redemption.

We too, on the Seder night, open our 
doors hoping to see the arrival of Eliyahu 
HaNavi! 
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* In a small building, 125 sqm, rst & top oor,

private entrance, 3 exposures, can be subdivided,
Excellent potential!

* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
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3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elev. NIS 2,590,000 

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER - Short walk to the Old CityCITY CENTER - Short walk to the Old City
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies.

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOF - New On MarketHAR NOF - New On Market
* Centrally on Shaulzon St., 90 sqm 3 bdrms.,

including MB ensuite, succah, entrance level.
Needs renovation.

* Shlav B-Expanded apt. to 144 sqm-renovate to your taste
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➢ 4 exposures
➢ Amazing views.
➢ Sabbat elevator.
➢ Private storage room.

➢ 5.5 bedrooms.
➢ 3 full bathrooms.
➢ 160m on 2 levels.
➢ 30m Sukkah balconies.

For more details on this property and others contact:
David Lepon 054-7587673 / david@aloncentral.com

Asking price: $ 3,300,000

Exclusive Penthouse For sale in Shaarei Chesed


