
ISSUE 1462  APR 2ND '22   א' ניסן תשפ"ב

PARSHAT TAZRIA - PARSHAT HACHODESH 
ROSH CHODESH

ב"ה

 OU ISRAEL 02-560-9100  |   TorahTidbits.com  |   ADVERTISING 02- 560-9125 

פרשת תזריע

YERUSHALAYIM IN/OUT TIMES FOR SHABBAT PARSHAT TAZRIA
Candles 6:23PM • Earliest 5:40PM • Havdala 7:36PM • Rabbeinu Tam 8:16PM

The Value of Time  
Rabbi Shalom Rosner
Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh
page 24

Torah 4 Teens  
By Teens 
NCSY Israel
page 60

החדש הזה לכם 
ראש חדשים 

ראשון הוא לכם 
לחדשי השנה 

שמות פרק י"ב, פסוק ב'

See page 55 for the Birkat Ha'Ilanot!



2     TORAH TIDBITS 1462 / TAZRIA 5782

TABLE OF CONTENTS

This week's Torah Tidbits cover image!
Photo By: Aaron Macales 

My photos were taken specifically on Rehov Reuven Arzi, located on the northeast section of the  
archaeological park. 

The Pisgat Ze'ev neighborhood of Jerusalem (with the city's largest Jewish population) is located adjacent 
to the biblical "city of the priests," Anatoth, dating back to the first Temple period.

HELPFUL REMINDERS:
This Shabbat we read from 3 Sifrei Torah. The regular Parshat  
Hashavua, section for Rosh Chodesh, and a third sefer for Shabbat  
Hachodesh.

In the Amida of Musaf we recite the special section for Rosh Chodesh, 
'Ata Yatzarta.'

One can begin to say the special blessing of Birkat Ha'Ilanot on  
Rosh Chodesh Nisan. See pg. 55 for details.

04Dear Torah Tidbits Family     
Rabbi Avi Berman 

06Aliya By Aliya 
Sedra Summary                                    

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks

12My Earliest Memory  
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

16The Circumcision of Desire 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan 

Sacks zt"l

22Probing The Prophets 
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

24The Value of Time  
Rabbi Shalom Rosner

26Seeing ‘Eye To Eye.’ 
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles

28Tazria / HaChodesh 
Preparing for Pesach 

Rabbi Judah Mischel

32OU Israel                                               
Schedule

38Kashering With Libun Part 1 
Rabbi Ezra Friedman

40Simchat Shmuel  
Rabbi Sam Shor

44A Heroic Act of Personal 
Change  

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

48A Bridge of Reeds  
Rabbi Moshe Taragin

52The “Conception” of a Concept 
Menachem Persoff

54Birkat Ha’Ilanot: Blessing 
for Blossoming Trees 

Rabbi Moshe Zywica

56The Y- Files Weekly Comic
Netanel Epstein

58Bi’ur Ma’aserot Part I 
Rabbi Moshe Bloom

60Torah 4 Teens By Teens
Ataya NessAiver // 

Yehuda Sunshine

*This week Rabbi Daniel 
Mann's Dvar Torah  
can be accessed at  
www.torahtidbits.com



OU ISRAEL CENTER         3

Seymour J. Abrams • Orthodox 
Union Jerusalem World Cen-
ter  • Avrom Silver Jerusalem 
College for Adults • Wolinetz 
Family Shul  • Makom BaLev • 
Birthright •  Yachad • NCSY 
in Israel • JLIC in Israel • Pearl 
& Harold M. Jacobs ZULA Out-
reach Center • The Jack Gindi Oraita Program • 
OU Israel Kashrut

OU Israel, Torah Tidbits does not endorse the political or 
halachic positions of its editor, columnists or advertisers, nor 
guarantee the quality of advertised services or products. Nor 
do we endorse the kashrut of hotels, restaurants, caterers or 
food products that are advertised in TT (except, of course, 
those under OU-Israel hashgacha). Any "promises" made in 
ads are the sole responsibility of the advertisers and not that 
of OU Israel, the OU Israel Center , Torah Tidbits.

ZVI SAND, PRESIDENT, OU ISRAEL
Yitzchak Fund, Former President, OU Israel 
Rabbi Emanuel Quint z”l, Senior Vice President |  
Prof. Meni Koslowsky, Vice President 
VAAD MEMBERS: 
Dr. Michael Elman | Stuart Hershkowitz | Moshe 
Kempinski | Sandy Kestenbaum |  Harvey Wolinetz 
RABBI AVI BERMAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  
OU ISRAEL
David Katz, CFO, OU Israel | Chaim Pelzner, Director 
of Programs, OU Israel | Rabbi Sam Shor, Director 
of Programs, OU Israel Center Rabbi Sholom Gold, 
Dean, Avrom Silver Jerusalem College for Adults 
22 Keren HaYesod <> POB 37015 <> Jerusalem 
91370
phone: (02) 560 9100 | fax: (02) 566-0156
email: office@ouisrael.org 
website: www.ouisrael.org
Founders and initial benefactors of the OU Israel 
Center: George and Ilse Falk a"h

AND HAVDALA T IMES   
CANDLE LIGHTING

OU Kashrut  NCSY  Jewish Action  JLIC NJCD / Yachad / Our Way  OU West Coast  
OU Press  Synagogue/Community Services  OU Advocacy  OU Israel
MOISHE BANE, PRESIDENT OF THE ORTHODOX UNION Mitchel Aeder, Chairman of 
the Board, Orthodox Union | Esther Williams, OU Israel Chair | Gary Torgow, Chair, OU 

Kashrus Commission
RABBI MOSHE HAUER, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT Rabbi Joshua M. Joseph, Ed.D. Executive Vice President 
& Chief Operating Officer  | Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Exec. V.P. Emeritus  | Shlomo Schwartz, Chief Financial 
Officer | Lenny Bessler, Chief Human Resources Officer
OU KOSHER: Rabbi Menachem Genack, CEO/Rabbinic Administrator OU Kosher | Rabbi Moshe Elefant, COO/Exec-
utive Rabbinic Coordinator ISRAEL: Rabbi Yissachar Dov Krakowski, Rabbinic Administrator | Rabbi Ezra Friedman, 
The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education/Rabbinic Field Representative
Headquarters: 11 Broadway, New York, NY 10004 212-563-4000  website: www.ou.org

Editor Emeritus: Phil Chernofsky
Editor: Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider | aarong@ouisrael.org
Advertising: Ita Rochel  | 02-5609125 or ttads@ouisrael.org
Website: www.ou.org/torah/tt  | www.torahtidbits.com

Not getting enough TTs? Too many? None at all?                                               
Contact our DISTRIBUTION 050-577-2111 • ttdist@ouisrael.org

TImes According to MyZmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities, 
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)

Torah Tidbits and many of the 
projects of OU Israel are assisted 
by grants from THE JERUSALEM 
MUNICIPALITY

JERUSALEM 
Ranges 11 days Wed.- Shabbat 
March 30- April 9 /  27 Adar Bet - 8 Nisan
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin 5:40 - 5:27
Sunrise 6:31 - 6:18
Sof Zman Kriat Shema 9:37 - 9:29
Magen Avraham 9:00 - 8:52
Sof Zman Tefila                   10:39 - 10:33 
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya) 
Chatzot (Halachic Noon) 12:43 - 12:41
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha) 1:15 - 1:13
Plag Mincha 5:39 - 5:43
Sunset (Including Elevation) 7:01 - 7:08

OTHER
Z'MANIM

METZORAHAVDALATAZRIAEARLIESTCANDLES
HavdalaEarliestCandles7:36Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim5:406:23 7:415:436:27
7:445:466:457:39Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)5:426:40
7:425:446:467:37Beit Shemesh / RBS5:416:41
7:425:446:437:37Gush Etzion 5:406:38
7:435:456:447:38Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 5:426:40
7:425:446:447:37Modi’in / Chashmona’im 5:416:39
7:445:456:457:38Netanya5:426:40
7:425:456:447:38Be’er Sheva5:426:40
7:435:456:447:38Rehovot5:426:40
7:435:456:277:38Petach Tikva 5:426:23
7:425:446:447:37Ginot Shomron5:416:39
7:445:456:357:38Haifa / Zichron5:426:30
7:415:436:437:36Gush Shiloh 5:406:38
7:445:466:457:38Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel 5:426:40
7:425:446:437:37Giv’at Ze’ev 5:416:38
7:425:446:437:37Chevron / Kiryat Arba5:416:38
7:445:466:457:39Ashkelon5:436:41
7:435:456:447:38Yad Binyamin5:426:40
7:425:436:387:36Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden5:396:33
7:415:436:427:36Golan5:396:37

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 8:16 PM • next week - 8:21 pm



4     TORAH TIDBITS 1462 / TAZRIA 5782

On June 7, 1981, Operation 
Opera succeeded in bombing 
the Osirak reactor deep inside 
Iraq, led by a flight of Israeli 
Air Force F-16A fighter air-

crafts. After the mission’s success, its leaders 
and fighter pilots were celebrated. But if the 
person responsible for fueling the plane did 
not finish his job, or the engineer responsi-
ble for handling missile installation missed 
a screw, we would not have been success-
ful. Operation Opera succeeded due to the 
efforts of likely hundreds of people who con-
tributed their part. 

For roughly two years now, I’ve been 
sharing a weekly message on behalf of OU 
Israel, and I try to give our readers an inside 
perspective on the work we do for Klal Yis-
rael. The impact of these stories is evident 
when I meet many of our loyal Torah Tidbits 
readers who share their appreciation for OU 
Israel after reading about one of our latest 
initiatives. And so even when my sched-
ule is hectic, I dedicate time to put together 
my Torah Tidbits column to help readers 
appreciate the incredible efforts of OU 
Israel across Eretz Yisrael, which can only 
be accomplished with your support. 

But I often feel uncomfortable when some-
one who reads about an OU Israel program, 
offers me a hearty, “Shkoyach!” After all, I 
use my column to simply report the phe-
nomenal impact that is achieved by a team 
of 320 OU Israel staff members who work 
tirelessly to ensure the future and success of 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Klal Yisrael. Recognizing that the vast major-
ity of the work is being done by a determined 
group of individuals who ensure our pro-
grams and operations are running like they 
should, I often refer to Operation Opera at 
the start of our OU Israel staff meetings. 

‘You might be the person who greets those 
who enter the OU Israel Center with a smile, 
or the person who is writing checks to our 
suppliers, or the dynamic youth director that 
leads one of our many youth clubs, inspiring 
teenagers and giving them a place to feel at 
home. Each and every staff member has a 
direct hand in OU Israel’s success.’

But as we enter the month of Nissan, I 
am highlighting one individual and pro-
gram: Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Director of the 
Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut 
Education program. 

When it comes to the weeks leading up to 
Pesach, I have little doubt that Rabbis around 
the world will tell you the same thing: half 
of the questions they receive all year round 
are asked in the two weeks leading up to 
Pesach, and the other half are asked during 
the remaining 50 weeks of the year. As we 
lead up to Pesach, Rabbanim are fielding 
questions from general Kashrut to Toveling, 
from which foods are Kosher for Pesach to 
the best cleaning methods, and everything 
in between. 

For this reason, I am especially proud 
of the Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for 
Kashrut Education program. Gustave and 
Carol were pioneers of Kashrut in America, 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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ensuring that Jews in America, and subse-
quently around the world, have easy access 
to quality Kosher food. On a personal note, 
the program is particularly meaningful as 
Gustave was a dear friend of mine who I was 
lucky to know during his years 
serving on the OU board. I am 
fortunate to call Gustave and his 
family my dear friends. 

Under the leadership of Rabbi 
Friedman since its founding in 
2019, the Gustave & Carol Jacobs 
Center for Kashrut Education 
program educates thousands of 
people on a weekly basis about 
Kashrut observance through a 
variety of creative mediums…

• Dynamic weekly Shiurim
• Rabbi Friedman’s weekly column in 

Torah Tidbits 
• Guest speakers, such as Rav Herschel 

Schachter & Rav Menachem Genack 
on topics ranging from general 
Kashrut to Shemita

• Shiurim led by Rabbi Friedman at 
Yeshivot and seminaries around the 
country

• Engaging videos that utilize Rabbi 
Friedman’s acting abilities

• Pesach Kashrut guide
• A Kashrut Hotline providing 

responses to thousands of She’eilot 
received

You can access these assets via the website: 
https://www.ouisrael.org/kashrut/

The Kashrut Hotline is run by Rabbi Fried-
man. Call or WhatsApp him at 050-200-4432.

Helping people living in Israel learn about 
Kashrut and gain direct access to educa-
tional materials and resources, the impact of 

the Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut 
Education program is immeasurable. But 
perhaps most importantly, with Pesach just 
around the corner, I invite you all to take 
advantage of the Kashrut Hotline, and will 

simultaneously thank Rabbi 
Friedman for his dedication 
and commitment to helping 
Am Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael 
easily access and practice the 
laws of Kashrut. If you haven’t 
already received it, you can 
request the 2022 Pesach Guide 
at the front desk: 02-560-9100

I will also take this oppor-
tunity to recognize the 
tremendous efforts of Rabbi 

Y. Dov Krakowski, OU Kashrut division’s 
Rabbinical Representative in Israel, and his 
team, who do everything possible to make 
sure Israel has more OU-certified products. 
As noted in two ads within this week’s Torah 
Tidbits, OU Kashrut certifies 31 different win-
eries and the three poultry and beef brands. 

As always, I encourage you to consume OU 
products and make sure your support for 
OU Kashrut is known. Unlike other Kashrut 
organizations, OU Kashrut uniquely rein-
vests its profits into the Jewish people. Saving 
teenagers, inspiring adults, connecting 
Anglo-Israelis to Torah, OU Kashrut supports 
the important work of OU Israel in ensuring 
the Jewish future. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat, 

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

The next 2 parshiot, Tazria and Metzora 
are challenging. Their theme is simple: 
entry to the Mikdash is restricted for those 
who are Tamei.  There are a number of sit-
uations that render a person Tamei.  The 
removal of the Tuma status allows re-entry 
to the Mikdash.  Who becomes tamei and 
how the tuma is removed is outlined.  

The idea that entry to the holiest place 
should have special rules makes sense.  The 
challenge lies in why these specific people 
cannot enter.  And more specifically, why 
a person with tzaraat, a kind of leprosy, 
should be restricted.  But let’s at least try to 
offer some approach to understanding why 
these people become Tamei.  And why they 
are restricted from entering the Mikdash.  

I will propose an approach and attempt 

KI TEITZEI to trace it through the aliyot.  I think this 
approach has merit; though not at all sure 
this is the Torah’s intent.

The Mikdash is the place of the rendez-
vous of man and G-d.  The notion of finite 
man encountering the Infinite is frightening 
and humbling.  But it is also grand.  If He 
is inviting us to meet Him in His Home – 
well, He must think of us as worthy to meet.  
Wow.  Man is His worthy partner.  For Man 
is created in His Image.  Man is majestic.  
Noble.  Elevated.  Distinguished.  Unique.  
G-d invites majestic, noble man to His home, 
the Mikdash.

However, while He thinks of us as majes-
tic, life sometimes causes us to feel less than 
majestic.  Circumstances can cause us to lose 
a sense of our nobility.  We can feel ordinary 
and not elevated, rather pedestrian.  And in 
particular, in those things that we share with 
animals: food, procreation, illness, death.  
When confronted with our limitations, the 
physicality we share with animals, our mor-
tality, we can lose the nobility of our station.  
We can feel like glorious animals.  

That may be the meaning of tuma.  The 
tuma in our parsha is what is called tuma 
whose source is our own body: childbirth, 
tzaraat (loosely translated as leprosy), and 
emissions from procreative organs.  These 
very earthy parts of our being can damage 
our sense of nobility, making us feel closer 
to animals than to angels.  Man in his nobil-
ity is invited to approach G-d: man when 
doubting his nobility needs to be restored 
before approaching G-d.  The Tamei person 
is one with bruised nobility.  The process of 
becoming Tahor is the process of reclaiming 
our nobility.  Human nobility is required to 
rendezvous with the Divine in His home.

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

TAZRIA

May the Torah learned in this issue  
of  Torah Tidbits be לע"נ

our beloved husband/father/
grandfather/great grandfather

Rabbi Yitzchak Pechman z"l
  הרב יצחק בן דוב ז"ל

on his sixth Yahrzeit ב' ניסן   
Pechman - Perlman - Weinberg Families
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1st aliya (Vayikra 12:1-13:5) 
Childbirth renders a woman 
tamei (tmeya).  A male child is 

circumcised at 8 days.  At the end of the 
tuma, 40 days for a male, 80 days for a 
female child, the new mother immerses and 
brings an offering of an olah and a chatat.  
She may then enter the Mikdash.  tzaraat:  
a patch of white skin may be tzaraat.  A 
kohen examines it to see if it is the requisite 
white and if the hairs on that skin are white.  
If so, the person is declared a Metzorah.  If 
the signs are not the requisite, the person is 
quarantined for a week.  The quarantine 
can be extended a second week.   

Childbirth is joyous.  Yet, the woman 
becomes tmeya, restricting her entry to 
the Mikdash.  Along the theme mentioned 
above, experiences that we share with ani-
mals may damage our sense of the nobility 
of being human.  Childbirth, though won-
derful, is earthy.  The wonder of birth may 
be overshadowed by oppressive feelings of 
the physicality of birth and the early stage of 
child-care.  To recapture the higher nobility 
of motherhood, the woman brings offerings, 
as a reboot, a reaffirmation of the higher 
calling of creating this new life.  

2nd aliya (13:6-17) The kohen 
examines the skin following the 2 
weeks of quarantine, and if it

has not spread, the person is able to 
immerse and become tahor.  If it spread, the 
tuma continues.  If the white patch on the 
skin, with white hair, has healthy skin in its 
midst, it is tamei.  If it covers the entire body, 
he is tahor.  When healthy skin returns, he 
is tamei.  The kohen declares the tamei or 
tahor status of the tzaraat.

tzaraat has many details.  It appears as 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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unusual colorations of the skin.  The skin 
is the visible part of our bodies.  In fact, if 
the tzaraat skin discoloration is on a part of 
the body that the Cohen is unable to see, it 
is not tzaraat.  It needs to be visible.  One 
with tzaraat would be self conscious, the 
tzaraat being somewhat embarrassing.  One 
manner in which mankind is distinct from 
animals is in our social nature.  Being self 
conscious of our appearance would injure 
our social nature.  This damage to our sense 
of nobility also demands a reboot in the 
form of a ceremony at the conclusion of the 
tzaraat, outlined in next week’s parsha.

3rd aliya (13:18-23) Tzaraat of 
white skin with white hairs that 
appears in skin recovering from 

a wound is tamei.  If the Cohen does not find 
the requisite color or hair, the person is 
quarantined for 7 days. If it spreads, he is 
tamei. If not, he is tahor.

All the details of tzaraat are contained in 
one long chapter.  However the aliya breaks 
are deliberate.  Aliyot 2, 3, 4, and 5 all end on 
verses declaring the person tahor.  

If we have an opportunity to be positive, 
let’s land on that, not a verse that declares 
the person tamei.  Interesting that we often 
do the opposite: we will compliment a per-
son and then launch into criticism.  How 
about the reverse: the last thing said should 
be the positive, the compliments.  Never 
land on the tamei; only the tahor.

4th aliya (13:24-28) Tzaraat can 
also be found on skin that suf-
fered a burn. The Cohen 

assesses the nature of the discoloration 
determining whether it requires 7-day quar-
antine and reassessment to determine if 
tamei or tahor. 

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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5th aliya (13:29-39) Tzaraat can 
also appear on the head or 
beard, with hair loss and skin 

discoloration. The kohen assesses the spread 
of the discoloration to determine if it 
requires quarantine and if it is tamei.

6th aliya (13:40-54) When a per-
son is declared to have tzaraat, 
he rends his garments, lets his 

hair grow, covers himself to his lips and 
dwells outside of the camp.  Garments dis-
playing specific discoloration are deemed to 
have garment tzaraat.  The kohen assesses 
the color and shape, quarantining if 
necessary.  

After the detailed description of when a 
person has tzaraat and when not, the con-
sequence of tzaraat is described. The person 
acts as a mourner would act: garment torn, 
hair grows, covered head (a practice we no 
longer generally observe as mourners).  But 
more dramatically: he is sequestered out of 
the populated area.  

This isolation prompts the midrashic 
comment that tzaraat is for lashon hara – 
the punishment fits the transgression. If you 
can’t treat people respectfully, then spend 
some time alone.  

Or, in line with my approach outlined 
above: proximity to G-d demands that we 
display the nobility of man. Tzaraat, an 
embarrassing discoloration that makes us 
feel self conscious, diminishes our sense of 
self.  Isolation allows us to reflect on our self 
worth.  Self worth has nothing to do with 
how we look to others, whether our skin 
looks good or whether our dress looks fine.  
Self worth is intrinsic; we have self worth 
simply because we are created in the image 
of G-d.
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Expert Craftsmanship

053-3372232

Furniture upgrades

reFurnitu new

20% offChair repair 

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

This time of year, 
may require a bit of

searching, but sometimes
a is right
in front of you. 

finding
chametz 

unique opportunity 
Don’t miss it.

WWiiddeesstt  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  nneeww  aanndd  sseeccoonndd--hhaanndd
AASSHHKKEELLOONN  sseeaa--vviieeww  aappaarrttmmeennttss,,  oonnllyy
1155%%  ddoowwnn,,  mmoorrttggaaggeess  aavvaaiillaabbllee..  IInncclluuddiinngg
ssuuppeerriioorr  iinntteerriioorr  ddeessiiggnn  sseerrvviicceess..  RReennttaallss  ttoooo!!



10     TORAH TIDBITS 1462 / TAZRIA 5782

dignity of our uniqueness in society and cloth-
ing, we need to reaffirm our majesty through 
purification and offerings.  That perhaps can 
give meaning to the laws of tuma and tahara. 

PARSHAT HACHODESH 
(SHMOT 12:1-20)

The last of the 4 special parshiot read before 
Purim and Pesach is Parshat Hachodesh.  
These are the instructions for the Pesach 
offering for the seder night.  The Pesach offer-
ing is unique.  It is the only offering required 
of every person, every year.  And although an 
offering, it is consumed entirely by the owner 
– each person needed to sign up to a Pesach.  
It’s brought in the first month, the day before 
the first holiday.  As such, it would seem to 
be a yearly affirmation by every person  of 
the essence of the Jew.  I am consuming Your 
offering.  We are what we eat.  Hence, we are 
holy offerings.  Our lives are dedicated to G-d 
and the holy mission of the Jewish people. 
For we are partners in the great adventure 
of the Jewish people. 

HAFTORAH SHABBAT  
HACHODESH  

YECHEZKEL 45:16-46:18

This Shabbat the reading of the haftorah 
relates to the Pesach offering that will be 
brought during the time of Mashiach. This 
theme is an extension of the HaChodesh 
Torah reading in which Moshe commands 

7th aliya (13:55-59) If determined to 
have tzaraat, the garment is 
burned. The regulations of tuma of 

garments are completed. 
Clothing too is uniquely human.  Animals 

do not wear clothes.  Clothing is an expression 
of human dignity.  The tumah of a garment 
restricts the wearer from entry to the Mikdash; 
human dignity is diminished by this oddly 
blemished garment.
The theory we offered in this parsha is that 
tuma and tahara restrict people from enter-
ing the Mikdash, as they are moments when 
human dignity and uniqueness are sullied.  G-d 
invites majestic man of dignity to the Mikdash.  
While we share aspects of life with animals - 
food, procreation, illness and death – we are oh 
so much more glorious than animals.  And the 
uniqueness of man is displayed in the fullness 
of his social interactions and in the dignity of 
his clothing, both absent from the animal world 
(the social nature of some animals does not 
reach the richness of human society with its 
communication and robust and sophisticated 
structure of cities, business and education).  
The majesty of the invitation to man to ren-
dezvous with G-d in the Mikdash demands 
the fullest dignity and majesty of man.  When 
that dignity is bruised by confrontation with 
our earthy, animal nature, or by injury to the 

May the Torah learned from this
Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת

הענדלא בת מאיר ומעראלה ז"ל
נלב"ע ראש חודש ניסן

In loving memory of
Henny Hirsch z'l

on her 8th yahrzeit
Rosh chodesh Nissan

אשת חיל מי ימצא

A reminder that we read from a second 
Sefer for Parshat Rosh Chodesh (Bamid-
bar 28: 9-15) which is the seventh aliyah 
this Shabbat
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate 
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the 
parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes.

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA 
13+12+6=31 P'SUKIM -  

12:1-13:23

[P> 12:1 (8)] Perek 12, the shortest in 
the Torah with 8 p'sukim (not that we 
are responsible for the chaptering of 
the Torah), deals with "birth". A woman 
becomes "ritually unclean" following a 
(normal) birth - one week for a boy - and 
on the 8th day the boy is circumcised - 
and two weeks for a girl. This period of 
TUM'A is followed by a special "waiting 
time" of 33 or 66 days for boy or girl 
respectively, after which the mother is 
to bring the korbanot of a YOLEDET. The 
whole issue of the "ritual impurity of a 
woman having given birth" constitutes 
a mitzva [166, A100 12:2], as does the 
bringing of the sacrifices [168, A76 12:6]. 
(Mila itself is counted in Lech L'cha.) This 
portion of the Torah is also the source of 
the general prohibition of eating "sacred 
meat" while in a state of "ritual impurity" 

TAZRIA-
METZORA

STATS

MITZVOT

T&MMETZTAZ
-28th27thof 54 sedras in Torah 
-5th4thof 10 in Vayikra

287159128Lines
-40th48thRank (Among The 54)

1679Parshiyot
945P’tuchot
734S’tumot

1579067P’sukim
-42/548/8Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

228412741010Words
-39/448/8Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

836446973667Letters
-39/448/8Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

T&MMETZTAZ

18+211+07+2Mitzvot (pos/prohib)

TAZRIA

TAZRIA

the children of Israel to make arrange-
ments to bring the Paschal lamb.

The haftorah describes the remarkable 
vision of Yechezkel in which he sees the 
third Holy Temple. The passage opens with 
a description of the various karbanot that 
will be offered in the inauguration and then 
it mentions the special Pesach offering.

This haftorah is meant to help prepare 
and inspire us as we move closer to the 
holiday of Pesach. But even more so, the 
haftorah reminds us to set our vision on a 
celebration of Pesach  that will include the 
Pesach offering and in a rebuilt Temple in 
Jerusalem. May that day come soon! 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

My Earliest 
Memory

Have you ever been asked the question, 
“What is your earliest memory?”

I have been asked that question many 
times. There was a time, long ago, when 
I was a graduate student in psychol-
ogy, when that question was posed. The 
answer was considered very revealing of 
the respondent’s deeper psyche.

Such exceptionally early memories 
were known in psychoanalytic circles as 
“screen memories” and were considered 
quite significant diagnostically. The scien-
tific significance of such memories is now 
considered to have no basis, but they are 
certainly interesting and make for great 
conversation.

Considering the question posed, I had 
a clear image of my first memory. I was 
standing outside a brick building, looking 

up at my father, may he rest in peace, sur-
rounded by a small crowd of other men. 
Everyone was looking at the moon.

This may have been my first experience, 
at age three or four, of Kiddush Levana, 
the monthly ceremony during which the 
congregation exits the synagogue and 
acknowledges the first appearance of the 
new moon.

I have another memory of the religious 
significance of this ceremony. I remem-
ber being told that the Hebrew word for 
“month” is “chodesh” and the Hebrew 
word for “new” is “chadash.” It was then 
that I learned of the significance of the new 
moon which commences a new month, 
and became aware for the first time that 
the Jewish people follow the lunar, not 
solar, calendar.

This week, we read the Torah portion of 
Tazria and we will also read an additional 
portion from Exodus 12:1-20, known as 
Parshat HaChodesh. Famously, according 
to Rashi, these verses are the true begin-
ning of the Torah.

The theme of newness and the constant 
potential for renewal is the central theme 
this Shabbat. It is also the central theme in 
the Jewish calendar, and, one might say, in 
Jewish tradition in general. The symbol-
ism of the moon constantly renewing itself 
is coupled this week with the symbolism of 
springtime and nature’s renewal.

This Shabbat, we herald the approaching 

May the Torah learned in this  
Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת

יהודה אריה בן עזרא הלוי ז"ל
Leopold Edelstein Halevi z"l

on his 27th yahrzeit
ז' ניסן תשנ"ה

We miss you very much
The Rosner, Edelstein and Sokoloff families
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

holiday of Passover, but not as a holiday of 
freedom and redemption. Not just yet. This 
week, we recognize that Passover is chag 
ha’aviv, the festival of springtime. Pass-
over has a myriad of symbolic meanings, 
one of which is the perennial opportunity 
for personal and national rejuvenation.

When I focus on my earliest memory 
with extra effort, I remember what the 
men who surrounded me under that 
moon so long ago were saying to each 
other. Each man addressed three others 
with the traditional Jewish greeting, “Sha-
lom aleichem.” I remember being puzzled 
by why Daddy was greeting friends that he 
saw daily with this special welcome, gen-
erally reserved for those whom one hadn’t 
seen in a while.

I didn’t ask him about it then; after all, 
it was still the era when “children were to 
be seen and not heard”. But I have since 
answered the question for myself, and 
have explained it to my children and to 
my students as follows:

“The new moon is a symbol for renewal. 
It is a time for each of us personally to 
begin again, to forget past mistakes, to 
‘turn over a new leaf’. It is also a time for 
us to renew and recharge our relationship 
with others. It is a time to begin a new 
slate, to forgive each other, and to appre-
ciate each other anew. Hence, we greet at 
least three friends, even old friends, with 
a ‘Shalom aleichem,’ as if they were new-
comers in our lives.”

And so, the supplemental reading this 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda
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week teaches us about newness, and 
about, to borrow Lincoln’s famous phrase, 
“...a new nation, conceived in liberty...” Is 
there any connection between the sup-
plemental Parshat HaChodesh and this 
week’s main Torah portion, Tazriah?

I would say so, for this week’s Torah por-
tion begins, “Speak to the children of Israel, 
saying: ‘If a woman conceives and bears 
a male child, she shall be unclean seven 
days...and on the eighth day, the flesh of 
his foreskin shall be circumcised.’” (Leviti-
cus 12:1-3) The opening theme this week is 
also one of a new beginning, of a birth of a 
new baby. It is a time for the celebration of 
the entry of a new member into the Jewish 
people.

Hence, there is surely a connection 
between Tazria and Parshat HaChodesh. 
They both adumbrate the centrality of the 
new in our tradition.

It is at this point that you, dear reader, 
might well ask, “If we are celebrating not 
just newness in general, but the arrival of 
a new human being into this world and of a 
new member of the Jewish faith, then why 
does the mother enter the realm of tumah, 
ritual uncleanness? Should she not, rather, 
enter the realm of kedushah v’taharah, 
sanctity and cleanness?”

I found a most thought-provoking answer 
to this oft-asked question recorded in the 
name of that most profound of the Chas-
sidic masters, Rabbi Mendel of Kotzk. He 
cites the passage in the Talmud which states 
that the “keys of childbirth” are kept by the 
Almighty Himself. It is He who presides, as 
it were, over “labor and delivery.” Once 
the baby is born, His Presence departs as 
well. Just as when the soul of man departs, 

tumah descends, so too when the Divine 
Spirit departs, tumah ensues.

The Kotzker once again teaches a very 
deep, albeit existentially pessimistic, les-
son. Perhaps one must be Rabbi Mendel 
of Kotzk to truly understand why he forces 
us to face darkness even at the moment of 
joyous celebration of birth.

For most of us, on the other hand, this 
week’s lesson is of light, and not of dark-
ness. It is an occasion to contemplate all 
that is new in our natural and interper-
sonal environments, especially at this 
time of year. It is an opportunity to seize 
the moment by taking advantage of the 
constantly available potential for renewal 
of ourselves and of our friendships and 
relationships.

Is this just a Jewish message? Of course 
not. It is a message for all of humanity. And 
it is so well expressed by the famous adven-
turer and explorer of the sea, Jacques-Yves 
Cousteau, in his book The Silent World, 
when he writes:

“Sometimes we are lucky enough to 
know that our lives have been changed, 
to discard the old, embrace the new, and 
run headlong down an immutable course. 
It happened to me at Le Mourillon on that 
summer’s day, when my eyes were opened 
to the sea.”

This Shabbat, our eyes open to a differ-
ent kind of sea. May we embrace the new 
and run, headlong and happy, down a dif-
ferent and better course. 

Mazal Tov to 
Dr. Amira EhrlichDr. Amira Ehrlich

on becoming Dean of  
Levinsky College of Music Education
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The 
Circumcision 
of Desire

It is hard to trace with any precision the 
moment when a new idea makes its first 
appearance on the human scene, especially 
one as amorphous as that of love. But love 
has a history.1 There is the contrast we 
find in Greek, and then Christian, thought 
between eros and agape: sexual desire and a 
highly abstract love for humanity in general.

1  See, e.g., C. S. Lewis, The Four Loves, 
New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1960. Also 
Simon May’s, Love: A History, New Haven: 
Yale UP, 2011.

There is the concept of chivalry that makes 
its appearance in the age of the Crusades, 
the code of conduct that prized gallantry 
and feats of bravery to “win the heart of a 
lady”. There is the romantic love presented 
in the novels of Jane Austen, hedged with the 
proviso that the young or not-so-young man 
destined for the heroine must have the right 
income and country estate, so as to exem-
plify the “truth universally acknowledged, 
that a single man in possession of a good for-
tune, must be in want of a wife.”2 And there 
is the moment in Fiddler on the Roof where, 
exposed by their children to the new ideas 
in pre-revolutionary Russia, Tevye turns to 
his wife Golde, and the following conversa-
tion ensues:

Tevye: Do you love me? 
Golde: I’m your wife!  
Tevye: I know! But do you love me?  
Golde: Do I love him? For twenty-five 
years I’ve lived with him, fought with him, 
starved with him. Twenty-five years, my 
bed is his...  
Tevye: Shh!  
Golde: If that’s not love, what is?  
Tevye: Then you love me!  
Golde: I suppose I do!

2   The  famous first  line of  Jane Austen’s 
Pride and Prejudice.

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 

Refuah Shleima to our granddaughter 
Hallel Miriam Chana  

bat Rivka Nechama Tziona
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The inner history of humanity is in part 
the history of the idea of love. And at some 
stage a new idea makes its appearance 
in biblical Israel. We can trace it best in a 
highly suggestive passage in the book of one 
of the great Prophets of the Bible, Hosea.

Hosea lived in the eighth century BCE. The 
kingdom had been divided since the death 
of Solomon. The northern kingdom in par-
ticular, where Hosea lived, had lapsed after 
a period of peace and prosperity into law-
lessness, idolatry, and chaos. Between 747 
and 732 BCE there were no less than five 
Kings, the result of a series of intrigues and 
bloody struggles for power. The people, too, 
had become lax:

“There is no faithfulness or kindness, and 
no knowledge of God in the land; there is 
swearing, lying, killing, stealing and com-
mitting adultery; they break all bounds and 
murder follows murder” (Hos. 4:1-2)

Like other Prophets, Hosea knew that Isra-
el’s destiny depended on its sense of mission. 
Faithful to God, it was able to do extraordi-
nary things: survive in the face of empires, 
and generate a society unique in the ancient 
world, of the equal dignity of all as fellow cit-
izens under the sovereignty of the Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Faithless, however, it was 
just one more minor power in the ancient 
Near East, whose chances of survival against 
larger political predators were minimal.

What makes the book of Hosea remark-
able is the episode with which it begins. 

054-723-3863  
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God tells the Prophet to marry a prosti-
tute, and see what it feels like to have a 
love betrayed. Only then will Hosea have 
a glimpse into God’s sense of betrayal by 
the people of Israel. Having liberated them 
from slavery and brought them into their 
land, God saw them forget the past, forsake 
the covenant, and worship strange gods. 
Yet He cannot abandon them, despite the 
fact that they have abandoned Him. It is 
a powerful passage, conveying the aston-
ishing assertion that more than the Jewish 
people love God, God loves the Jewish people. 
The history of Israel is a love story between 
the faithful God and his often faithless peo-
ple. Though God is sometimes angry, He 
cannot but forgive. He will take them on a 
kind of second honeymoon, and they will 
renew their marriage vows:

“Therefore I am now going to allure her; 
I will lead her into the desert 
and speak tenderly to her . . . 
I will betroth you to Me forever; 
I will betroth you in righteousness and 
justice, 
in love and compassion. 
I will betroth you in faithfulness, 
and you will know the Lord.” (Hos 
2:16-22)

It is this last sentence – with its explicit 

comparison between the covenant and a 
marriage – that Jewish men say when they 
put on the hand-tefillin, winding its strap 
around the finger like a wedding-ring.

One verse in the midst of this prophecy 
deserves the closest scrutiny. It contains 
two complex metaphors that must be 
unraveled strand by strand:

“On that day,” declares the Lord, 
“you will call Me ‘my Husband’ [ishi]; 
you will no longer call Me ‘my Master’ 
[baali]. (Hos. 2:18)

This is a double pun. Baal, in bibli-
cal Hebrew, meant ‘a husband’, but in a 
highly specific sense – namely, ‘master, 
owner, possessor, controller.’ It signalled 
physical, legal, and economic dominance. 
It was also the name of the Canaanite god 
– whose prophets Elijah challenged in the 
famous confrontation at Mount Carmel. 
Baal (often portrayed as a bull) was the god 
of the storm, who defeated Mot, the god of 
sterility and death. Baal was the rain that 
impregnated the earth and made it fertile. 
The religion of Baal is the worship of god 
as power.

Hosea contrasts this kind of relationship 
with the other Hebrew word for husband, 
ish. Here he is recalling the words of the 
first man to the first woman:

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il
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“This is now bone of my bones 
And flesh of my flesh;  
She shall be called “woman” [ishah],  
Because she was taken from man [ish].” 
(Gen. 2:23)

Here the male-female relationship is pred-
icated on something quite other than power 
and dominance, ownership and control. Man 
and woman confront one another in same-
ness and difference. Each is an image of the 
other, yet each is separate and distinct. The 
only relationship able to bind them together 
without the use of force is marriage-as-cove-
nant – a bond of mutual loyalty and love in 
which each makes a pledge to the other to 
serve one another.

Not only is this a radical way of reconcep-
tualizing the relationship between man and 
woman. It is also, implies Hosea, the way we 
should think of the relationship between 
human beings and God. God reaches out to 
humanity not as power – the storm, the thun-
der, the rain – but as love, and not an abstract, 
philosophical love but a deep and abiding 
passion that survives all the disappointments 
and betrayals. Israel may not always behave 
lovingly toward God, says Hosea, but God 
loves Israel and will never cease to do so.

How we relate to God affects how we 
relate to other people. That is Hosea’s 
message – and vice versa: how we relate 
to other people affects the way we think of 
God. Israel’s political chaos in the eighth 
century BCE was intimately connected to its 
religious waywardness. A society built on 
corruption and exploitation is one where 
might prevails over right. That is not Juda-
ism but idolatry, Baal-worship.

Now we understand why the sign 
of the covenant is circumcision, the 
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commandment given in this week’s par-
sha of Tazria. For faith to be more than 
the worship of power, it must affect the 
most intimate relationship between men 
and women. In a society founded on cov-
enant, male-female relationships are built 
on something other and gentler than male 
dominance, masculine power, sexual desire 
and the drive to own, control and possess. 
Baal must become ish. The alpha male must 
become the caring husband. Sex must be 
sanctified and tempered by mutual respect. 
The sexual drive must be circumcised and 
circumscribed so that it no longer seeks to 
possess and is instead content to love.

There is thus more than an acciden-
tal connection between monotheism and 
monogamy. Although biblical law does 
not command monogamy, it nonetheless 
depicts it as the normative state from the 
start of the human story: Adam and Eve, 
one man, one woman. Whenever in Gen-
esis a patriarch marries more than one 
woman there is tension and anguish. The 

commitment to one God is mirrored in the 
commitment to one person.

The Hebrew word emunah, often 
translated as “faith,” in fact means faith-
fulness, fidelity, precisely the commitment 
one undertakes in making a marriage. 
Conversely, for the prophets there is a con-
nection between idolatry and adultery. 
That is how God describes Israel to Hosea. 
God married the Israelites but they, in serv-
ing idols, acted the part of a promiscuous 
woman (Hos. 1-2).

The love of husband and wife – a love 
at once personal and moral, passionate 
and responsible – is as close as we come to 
understanding God’s love for us and our 
ideal love for Him. When Hosea says, “You 
will know the Lord,” he does not mean 
knowledge in an abstract sense. He means 
the knowledge of intimacy and relationship, 
the touch of two selves across the metaphys-
ical abyss that separates one consciousness 
from another. That is the theme of The Song 
of Songs, that deeply human yet deeply mys-

tical expression of eros, the love between 
humanity and God. It is also the mean-
ing of one of the definitive sentences in 
Judaism:

“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength.” (Deut. 
6:5)

Judaism from the beginning made 
a connection between sexuality and 
violence on the one hand, marital faith-
fulness and social order on the other. Not 
by chance is marriage called kiddushin, 
“sanctification.” Like covenant itself, 
marriage is a pledge of loyalty between 
two parties, each recognizing the other’s 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         21

The only mobility scooter 
without Gramma!

Ready to go in 10 seconds.  
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For more information, visit our website at: 
movinglife.co.il/shabat 

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-2317877

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar" 
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism 

that operates according to the  
"Existing Current Modulation" principle. 
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed 
and does not require expensive fitting.

Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

integrity, honouring their differences even 
as they come together to bring new life into 
being. Marriage is to society what covenant 
is to religious faith: a decision to make love 
– not power, wealth or force majeure – the 
generative principle of life.

Just as spirituality is the most intimate 
relationship between us and God, so sex 
is the most intimate relationship between 
us and another person. Circumcision is the 
eternal sign of Jewish faith because it unites 
the life of the soul with the passions of the 
body, reminding us that both must be gov-
erned by humility, self-restraint, and love.

Brit milah helps transform the male from 
baal to ish, from dominant partner to loving 
husband, just as God tells Hosea that this is 
what He seeks in His relationship with the 
people of the covenant. Circumcision turns 
biology into spirituality. The instinctive 
male urge to reproduce becomes instead a 
covenantal act of partnership and mutual 
affirmation. It was thus as decisive a turn 
in human civilisation as Abrahamic mono-
theism itself. Both are about abandoning 
power as the basis of relationship, and 
instead aligning ourselves with what Dante 
called “the love that moves the sun and 
other stars.”3 Circumcision is the physical 
expression of the faith that lives in love. 

3  The Divine Comedy, 33:143-45.
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“HaChodesh Hazeh Lachem Rosh 
Chodashim…”

This week’s special Maftir reading 
taken from the 12th perek in Sh’mot, opens 
with Hashem’s declaration that “THIS month”, 
i.e. the month of Nisan, will be the first of the 
months. It is, therefore, quite understandable 
that this statement is read on the Shabbat of 
– or before – Rosh Chodesh Nisan. This day 
is considered so important that the G’mara 
(Shabbat 87b) tells us that it was honored with 
ten crowns. enumerating ten historical events 
that occurred on this one day. Additionally, the 
very observance of Rosh Chodesh was con-
sidered quite important in ancient Israel as 
seen not only by the story of David and Shaul 
(Shmuel A: 20) but by the fact that it was one of 
the three observances that the Syrian-Greeks 
attempted to nullify. 

Given these facts, we well understand 
why our Tana’im chose these prakim (Sefer 
Yechezkel 45 & 46) to be read as the haftarah 
on this Shabbat. The reading details the ritu-
als that would be followed in the future Bet 
Mikdash - especially as they pertain to the 
functioning of the kohanim – but primarily, 
Yechezkel describes the service to be fol-
lowed on Rosh Chodesh, and, specifically, on 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

the first of Nisan. These laws are not found 
in the Torah but would be observed in the 
future – a clear reminder to the future gen-
erations of the importance of the day.

But we would be remiss were we to ignore 
the fact that this week’s special Maftir also 
commands our reliance on the lunar calen-
dar and, for that reason, Yechezkel includes 
in our haftarah the rituals that were to be 
observed on every Rosh Chodesh. The yeshi-
vot in which I taught insisted that the students 
wore white shirts on Rosh Chodesh – not 
because it was a halacha but because it was a 
reminder. Today, Rosh Chodesh often passes 
with hardly any notice or impact on our lives 
- beyond the additional tefillot that we recite. 
And, although we declare the approach of 
Rosh Chodesh on the previous Shabbat, we 
find no ritual, no special meal and nothing 
significant to mark the day as being a “mini” 
Yom Tov.  And this is unfortunate.

Chazal saw Rosh Chodesh and the lunar 
calendar as a symbol of Israel herself. The 
reappearance and growth of a new moon 
after its decline and disappearance was 
considered the story of Am Yisrael whose 
strength and vibrancy might decline but 
whose renewal and growth is inevitable. 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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How beautiful is the idea expressed by Rav 
Yigal Ariel that the first mention of a Rosh 
Chodesh holiday family sacrifice is found 
regarding David (Shmuel A: 20; 29) who, as 
one who brought the glorious days Israel-
ite kingship and rehabilitated the nation’s 
strength, clearly reflected the Rosh Chodesh 
renewal of the moon (note the addition 
of “David Melech Yisrael’” in the Kiddush 
Levana tefilla).

Rosh Chodesh is not a day that should be 
ignored. It is a day that should be remem-
bered, understood and appreciated. It must 
be seen as a time of potential renewal – for 
ourselves and for our people. And Rosh 
Chodesh Nisan must be recognized as that 
special day that was crowned with yet 
another crown – the mitzvah of following 
the moon! “HaChodesh Hazeh Lachem Rosh 
Chodashim…” 

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

ARNONA WITH GARDEN -   Nice 3 rooms, 
modern building, private garden 76m, good 
shape, quiet, storageroom, parking 2,900,000 NIS

GERMAN COLONY - 4.5 rooms, in a well kept 
building, Shabbat elevator, succah, beautifully 
renovated, large master room, 3,850,000 NIS

IN OLD KATAMON -  In 3 new buildings,  
a few apartments of 4 rooms, Shabbat 
elevator, succa balcony or garden, quiet, luxury, 
storageroom, parking, starting at 4,400,000 NIS

BAKA -  Large 5 rooms, 120m on the tabu,  
in a stone building with elevator, large succah 
balcony, 3 directions, parking and large 
storageroom, 5,500,000 NIS 

UNIQUE HOUSE IN OLD KATAMON - Great 
location, beautiful house on a plot of a dunam, 
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

The Value  
of Time

After a women gives birth she is obligated 
to offer a Korban Chatas. Many commenta-
tors ask why a yoledes brings a chatas. This 
type of sacrifice is typically brought after 
one engages in a transgression. This woman 
just gave birth, how is this miraculous event 
related to a sacrifice that is generally offered 
to redeem some sort of sin? 

The Gemara in Kritus 26, suggests that 
when a woman gives birth, due to the pain 
she experiences, she swears never to bear 
a child again. However, as time passes, and 
she enjoys the child, she regrets having 
stated or felt that way and is likely to have 
additional children, irrespective of the pain 
she will experience again. For breaking that 
promise, she offers a korban chatas.  

The contractions and labor pains are 
real. What causes the woman to change 

her mind? Does she realize that the pain is 
worth it? If so, then why would she have to 
bring a chatas after a second child? Isn’t she 
likely to refrain from taking the same oath 
at that juncture? Perhaps the pain she expe-
riences at her second birth may be more 
severe and she may again take the same 
oath. Why does she continue to have chil-
dren if she experiences such pain?  Does she 
try to trick herself into believing that it won’t 
be a painful experience at each future birth? 

Rav Avigdor Neventzal suggests that the 
woman knows what she experienced and 
what she is likely to experience at a future 
birth. What changes? The passage of time! 
When she experiences the pain of child-
birth she perceives reality differently.  She is 
caught in the moment of discomfort and may 
not focus on the beautiful child and the fam-
ily being created. It is only after the passage 
of some time that the woman appreciates the 
child and is willing to undergo agony in order 
to have another child. It is the passage of time 
that can change one’s perspective. 

To all of our devoted friends and donors who contributed 
MAOS CHITIM and helped over 200 poor and needy families 
enjoy the Holiday of Pesach - Best wishes for a Chag  
Kasher V’sameach, and a healthy spring and summer.

Send your contributions to the
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
P.O.B.18602 Jerusalem 91185
(02)5810256
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com@gmail.com

חג שמח
 וקיץ בריא!
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On Pesach we are commanded to act as if 
we were taken out of Egypt. Perhaps it is to 
avoid diluting the event due to the passage 
of time. We want to recognize the momen-
tous event and the most authentic way to 
do so, is to feel as if we are experiencing it.  
Keilu hu b’atzmo yatza mimitzrayim. As if no 
time passed and we feel the experience. 

There is a connected thought on parshas 
hachodesh that we read this week. Why is it 
that the first collective mitzva commanded 
to Bnei Yisrael is “Hachodesh Hazeh 
Lachem”? There are many other mitzvos 
that one would deem more appropriate to 
reveal to Am Yisrael right before they are 
to be taken out of Mitzrayim. Perhaps the 
mitzva of Shabbos, or of Belief in God. Why 
is the first mitzva to bless the new month? 

Am Yisrael are at the crossroad now of 
going from slavery to freedom. A slave is not 

in control of their time. Their master tells 
them when to rise, when to work, take lunch 
and when they can return home.  Now that 
they will become free men and women, 
they will be in control of their time. What 
Hashem is demanding of them, is to sanc-
tify their time. Freedom should not lead to 
wasting time. When one can control their 
time, they need to be sure to utilize it effi-
ciently and productively.  

Time is a gift. Yesterday is history. Tomor-
row is the future. The time we experience 
now – is a “present”. Through the passage 
of time, the yoledes changes her perspective 
and desires more children. We should not 
allow the passage of time to diminish our 
appreciation of yetzias mitzrayim. Most 
importantly, we should always appreciate 
the time we have and be as productive as we 
can with God’s gift of time. Chodesh Tov! 
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Seeing  
‘Eye To Eye’

One of the sins that causes a person to 
experience tzarat, is ‘tzar ayin’, a ‘stingy 
eye.’  This is one of the reasons, that before 
proclaiming a house affected by tzarat, all 
the items must be emptied from the house.  
In this way, the owner will feel the embar-
rassment of denying owning a certain item, 
just because they were stingy and did not 
want to share.  What is the ‘tzar ayin’ and 
how can we work on overcoming this 
middah.

In examining the opposite of a ‘narrow 
eye’ we can gain a deeper insight into what 
this negative middah entails.  Mishnah in 
Avot lists the three main qualities that Avra-
ham Avinu possessed, and by contrast, the 
opposite of these middot, that Bilam had.   
The special middot were an ‘ayin tova, 
ruach nemucha, and nefesh sheflela.’  Rab-
benu Yonah explains, that ‘ayin tova’ is one 
who has the quality of unbridled giving, as 
seen by giving the three tasty tongues for 
the angels to eat.  R. Mattiyahu Salomon 
in Matnat Chayim expounds on this idea.  

Avraham Avinu was not just filling a need, 
rather, he was trying to give to each person 
what would make them happy.  Instead of 
slaughtering one cow, and giving each dif-
ferent parts of the animal, he slaughtered 
three cows, to give each one the tastiest 
part.  Maharal explains that when one 
wants the best for another person, this is a 
demonstration of ‘ayin tova’.  Usually, when 
giving, it is to assuage our conscious, that a 
person is not suffering; this is considered 
a ‘good heart’.  An ayin tova, is focused on 
the needs of the other person, assuring that 
they are receiving the best. The three qual-
ities are really interconnected.  Only one 
who has humility has the ability to see the 
needs of others, and is able to step outside 
of self, to provide these needs.

R. Nissin Alpert suggests that the process 
of purification of the Metzora is meant to 
work on rectifying these very middot in a 
person.  First and foremost, a person has 
to go to the Kohen, not that the Kohen is 
brought to him; this is the first step in 
humility.  One has to recognize, that they 
can’t cure themselves, that they are in need 
of others.  Further, the person says ‘like a 
nega I have seen in my house.’  They need 
to realize that their knowledge is limited, 

YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT  
IN JERUSALEM
Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345

Platinum MortgagesPlatinum Mortgages
Specializing in obtaining preferred loans for  
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and are in need of someone greater than 
themselves to see the situation.  In coming 
to the Kohen, one is open to learn about 
their spiritual malady, and begin to work 
on fixing it.  

Once a person has begun diminishing 
their ego, they can then begin to work 
on having a ‘good eye’ towards others.  A 
key factor is developing this trait, notes 
R. Schorr in Halekach Vehalebuv is one’s 
ability to show gratitude to others.  When 
one can appreciate all the kindness done 
for them, one can then learn to reciprocate, 
and do specific kindnesses for others.  Life 
is one long laboratory of work on making 
ourselves worthy of being the students of 
Avraham Avinu.  

NEW BOUTIQUE LUXURIOUS PROJECT IN BAKA! on 
Reuven St., only 8 apartments for sale!! Be the first ones to 
know about it, NOT YET ON THE MARKET!  Garden apartments, 
spacious apartments 150 to 300 sqm, with succah terraces 
or huge private gardens, underground parking, storage- 
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden apartment  
with private entrance, 250 sqm with private garden, parking, 
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartments 
building- MAYA- 054-6650184
Best location in Talbieh, magnificent new penthouse 300 
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height ceilings, 7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private 
roof terrace 120 sqm, panoramic views, private elevator, 
private parking- DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Prime location in Rechavia, Residential building for sale, 
650 sqm built today as 4 apartments, on a plot of 620 sqm, 
additional building rights to 1,000 sqm, pool. FOR SERIOUS 
BUYERS ONLY- DEBORAH- 0544-804767 
Amazing apartment in Talbieh, close to the Theater, 190 
sqm on one level, 30 sqm terrace, shabbat elevator, parking, 
completely renovated at top standards- MAYA – 054-6650184
Unique opportunity! Empty plot of 450 sqm in the 
German Colony, on Yeoash St., possibility to build private 
house or a 2-family house of 550 sqm, private swimming 
pool and large garden, building permit in 6 months-  
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Rechavia- Totally renovated 240 sqm apartment, boutique 
building, very bright, succah terraces, chabbat elevator, 
parking. DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Old Katamon, on a quiet lane, In a new project under 
construction, apartment 200 sqm apartment + 53 
sqm succah terraces, parking, storage, attractive price!!  
MAYA – 054-6650184
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OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Sundays, March 27 & April 3 - Rabbanit Shani Taragin’s series  
on Halacha & Hashkafa - Behind the Mitzvot of the Pesach Seder  

has been sponsored by Ayalah Haas and family on the yahrzeit of  
Dov ben Shmuel haKohen zt”l -19 Nissan (י”ט ניסן)

Tuesday, April 5 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur  
is sponsored by Bracha Sukenik in loving memory and 

לעילוי נשמת אבי מורי דניאל דב בן שלמה זאב ורודא בילא ז”ל
on his 13th Yahrzeit, י”ג ניסן

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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Tazria / HaChodesh 
Preparing  
for Pesach

The great gaon and kabbalist, Rav Nosson 
haKohen Adler, zy’a, was renowned as the 
Nesher haGadol, ‘the Great Eagle’. Deeply 
immersed in esoteric studies, as well as 
serving as a rosh yeshivah, he trained a gen-
eration of great rabbanim, among them Reb 
Moshe Sofer — the ‘Chasam Sofer’.

Each year, Rav Nosson would bake Matzos 
with incredible kavanah and spiritual inten-
sity. When the tzadik had completed this 
avodah, he would carry the freshly baked 
matzos himself, resisting any help, even 
refusing to rest them on the wagon seat for 
the ride home. “It is my mitzvah! My privi-
lege and obligation… Why should the horses 
get the zechus?” 

This Shabbos marks Rosh Chodesh Nis-
san, the first day of the Biblical “First of the 
Months”. Additionally, it is the Rosh Hasha-
nah laMelachim, the inaugural day for the 
reigns of the Kings of Israel. Am Yisrael are 
in the midst of preparing and planning for 
the great holiday of Pesach; cleaning our 
homes, procuring all the necessary provi-
sions — and the learning and intentionality 
— for the upcoming Yom Tov. Ironically, 
this great day in the ‘month of freedom’, a 

day which elevates our spiritual status and 
nobility, can trigger feelings of overwhelm 
with the ‘burden’ of the laws, customs and 
details of our physical Pesach preparations.

 Instead of feeling uplifted by the majesty 
of this day and its promise of renewal, many 
feel oppressed, straining against the pres-
sure and challenge of this time of year. 
ְמלָֹתם  שִׂ ֲארָֹתם ְצֻררֹת בְּ ֵצקוֹ ֶטֶרם ֶיְחָמץ ִמשְׁ א ָהָעם ֶאת־בְּ ַויִּשָּׂ

ְכָמם: ַעל־שִׁ

“The people picked up their dough when it 
was not yet leavened, their leftovers bound 
in their garments on their shoulders.” (She-
mos, 12:34)

Although they were forced out of Mitz-
rayim in haste, and unable to properly ready 
themselves for the journey, they did not lose 
sight of the special opportunity and mitzvah 
that was before them. Swept up in gratitude 
for their salvation and enthusiasm for the 
precious mitzvah at hand, “their leftovers 
wrapped in their cloaks, carried upon their 
shoulders”, the Jews were unwilling to put 
the dough down. And this is the precedent 
Rav Nosson Adler cited when asked why he 
felt compelled to ‘hold on’ to every aspect of 
the preparation and mitzvah of these days 
before Pesach.

Many Machzorim use the abbreviation 
 KShR”K to represent the order of / קשר’’ק
shofar blowing: Tekiyah, Shevarim, Teruah, 
Tekiyah. A short, enigmatic prayer is also 
added after the shofar service: “May the 
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angels that emerge from the blowing of 
 awaken merit for us and go before קשר’’ק
the Throne of Glory as advocates for Klal Yis-
rael.” Rebbe Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, the 
‘Kedushas Levi’, drew a connection between 
the mystical formula of KShR”K and the 
angels formed by the shofar blasts on Rosh 
Hashanah, and the holy avodah of readying 
ourselves and our homes for Pesach. 

Always revealing the merit of the Jewish 
People, and acknowledging their hard work 
in preparing for Pesach, the Berditchiver 
declared that the advocating angels created 
by the shofar blasts, the KShR”K, parallel 
preparations of the Jewish home. In Yiddish, 
as the Berditchiver pointed out, KShR”K can 
also stand for Kratzen (scouring), Shorren 
(scraping), Rieben (rubbing), and Kasheren 
(kashering).

With this as our kavannah, we can reveal 
our scrubbing and scouring as prayerful 
acts of awakening Divine mercy. Thus they 
are not essentially ‘burdens’ at all; in fact, by 
carrying them we are elevated.

This Nissan, let us enjoy the zechus of 
preparing for the Yom Tov of our freedom 
instead of becoming mired more deeply into 
an experience of slavery. While we shlep our 
matzah and Yom Tov provisions, and krechtz 
our way through the holy preparations, may 
we do so joyfully and in royal fashion. May 
angels emerge from our scouring, scraping, 
rubbing and kashering, and go before the 
awesome Throne of Glory to awaken mercy 
for Klal Yisrael and coronate Hashem. As 
sons and daughters of the King, may we 
delight in His service, and may we feel that 
we ourselves are leaving Mitzrayim, car-
ried on eagle’s wings.  

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
OLD KATAMON - NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTING:OLD KATAMON - NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTING:
* In a small building, 125 sqm, rst & top oor,

private entrance, 3 exposures, can be subdivided,
Excellent potential!

* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elev. NIS 2,590,000 

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER - Short walk to the Old CityCITY CENTER - Short walk to the Old City
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies.

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOF - New On MarketHAR NOF - New On Market
* Centrally on Shaulzon St., 90 sqm 3 bdrms.,

including MB ensuite, succah, entrance level.
Needs renovation.

* Shlav B-Expanded apt. to 144 sqm-renovate to your taste

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide, 

Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or  

USA 718-715-0001

Seeking a professional fundraiser  
for Beit Midrash, Kollel,  

Academy - Yeshiva
The fundraiser must know people, 

businesses, and companies who 
regularly donate.

Paying excellent salary  
and commission

Call 054-7790389



30     TORAH TIDBITS 1462 / TAZRIA 5782



OU ISRAEL CENTER         31



32     TORAH TIDBITS 1462 / TAZRIA 5782



OU ISRAEL CENTER         33



34     TORAH TIDBITS 1462 / TAZRIA 5782



OU ISRAEL CENTER         35



36     TORAH TIDBITS 1462 / TAZRIA 5782



OU ISRAEL CENTER         37

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
• Martha bat Masha

• AFS
• Avraham ben Baila Hinda

 • שלמה בן אסתר 
 • יהונתן בן מחלה

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
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Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  
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Kashering 
With Libun 
Part 1 
In preparation for Pesach, knowing how 
to kasher properly is essential. The two 
common forms of kashering through the 
medium of heat are hag’alah and libun. 
Hag’alah is performed with hot water while 
libun is performed by means of an open 
flame. Halacha states (Avodah Zara 75b) 
that these forms of kashering are based on 
how flavor was absorbed into the utensil. 
Thus, a pot used with liquids, to cook soups, 
sauces, pasta, etc. would be kashered by 
hag’alah. In contrast, libun is used when 
the form of absorption is through open 
flame or dry heat, for example kashering a 
broiler, oven or barbecue racks. This rule 
that defines the form of kashering based 
on the form of absorption is called kebol’o 

kach polto, “the way it is absorbed is the 
way it is released”. Libun is essentially dif-
ferent from hag’alah in numerous ways. 
This article will focus on the method of 
libun and its practical applications.
The Types of Libun
In halacha there are two types of libun: 
libun chamur and libun kal. Libun chamur 
is performed by heating the utensil until 
it becomes red or until the outer layer of 
the vessel has been removed. This tem-
perature is very high, and in some cases 
might destroy the utensil. Libun kal is a less 
extreme form of libun (kal meaning light). 
The Mordechai defines libun kal as heating 
the utensil until it will ignite a match, straw, 
or paper that touches it (see Rema OC 451:4)
Libun vs Hag’alah
There is an essential difference between 
libun and hag’alah.  Hag’alah releases the 
flavor in a minimal fashion, while libun 
burns and destroys any flavor (or chametz) 
within the vessel. As such, poskim cite cer-
tain halachic differences between hag’alah 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

and libun, such as the following :
In a case where a utensil requires hag’alah, 
if libun was done it is certainly sufficient. 
The opposite would not suffice.
Since libun chamur annihilates the flavor 
completely, one need not wait 24 hours 
after using before koshering. 
A utensil being kashered with hag’alah 
requires a thorough cleaning from any rust 
or any dried food remnants, while with 
libun the utensil can be slightly dirty.
Kashering on Pesach
Another important difference regard-
ing libun relates to the timing of 
kashering before and during Pesach. Cha-
metz becomes prohibited on erev Pesach 
already in the morning. Since the process 
of hag’alah only releases the flavor but 
does not completely obliterate it, early 
authorities and the Shulchan Aruch (452: 
1) recommend completing all kashering 
by the time chametz becomes prohibited. 
Regarding libun, since the flavor becomes 
incinerated, there is no concern and one is 

allowed to perform libun chamur right up 
until the beginning of Yom Tov.(see Mishna 
Berura 452:1) Another difference relates 
to kashering during Pesach itself. Since 
hag’alah kashers through the release and 
nullification of the flavor, hag’alah  has 
no affect during Pesach when chametz 
cannot be nullified. However, since libun 
completely destroys the chametz within a 
vessel, it is effective even on Pesach itself. 
Thus, one may perform libun on an oven by 
running its self-clean cycle during Pesach 
if kashering was forgotten or impossible 
beforehand (Rema 452:1). 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Great Investment opportunity! 2 rooms in a New 
Building under construction in a prime location. 
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2.5 bathrooms, large, equipped kitchen. 3.4m NIS
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3 bathrooms, 130m duplex with a 40m garden, 
private entrance, full of charm, Chulada Hanevia 
street. 4.27m shekel
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The Shabbat preceding or corre-
sponding to Rosh Chodesh is known 
as Shabbat HaChodesh. The special 

maftir segment which is read on this Shab-
bat, records the very first mitzva given to the 
Jewish people. It instructs us in the mitzva 
of Kiddush HaChodesh, introducing us to the 
concept of Rosh Chodesh. These verses also 
instruct us in the basic laws of Pesach,  and 
of preparing the Korban Pesach.

Parshat HaChodesh begins with the 
familiar verse:

HaChodesh Hazeh Lachem Rosh Cho-
dashim, Rishon Hu Lachem L’Chodshei 
HaShana- This month shall be for you the 
beginning of the months, it shall be for you 
the first of the months of the year...

 In Sefer Ohr Gedalyahu,  Rabbi Gedalia 
Schorr ztvk’l,  offers a beautiful insight as 
to the significance of this opening pasuk:

“The redemption begins with this par-
sha of HaChodesh Hazeh lachem, the galut 
began when a new king arose upon Egypt- 
Vayakam Melech Chadash, with that new 
King-the Egyptians oppressed the Jewish 
people and took from them the capacity 
for renewal, and once Hashem uttered the 
words of HaChodesh Hazeh Lachem, the 
redemption began, as the power of creativity 

and renewal was restored to the Jewish 
People...”

As we enter Chodesh Nisan, and begin to 
prepare ourselves for the yom tov of Pesach, 
the yom tov of geula, explains Rav Gedalia 
Schorr, we are once again given an oppor-
tunity to feel spiritually re-invigorated.

Similarly, the great Chasidic Master the 
Birkat Avraham zy’a of Slonim  offers 
this original insight on our verse: 

“HaChodesh Hazeh Lachem-Rosh Cho-
dashim-  HaChodesh Hazeh- this entire 
month-every day of this month has the 
sanctity and capacity of Rosh Chodesh!  
Rishon Hu Lachem- The Midrash teaches 
us that Hashem is called Rishon. Through-
out this entire month of Nisan, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu reveals his presence to each and 
every member of Klal Yisrael...”

Yehi Ratzon, As we read parshat HaCho-
desh and celebrate Rosh Chodesh Nisan 
this Shabbat, may we be blessed to heed 
these two beautiful teachings from the Ohr 
Gedalyahu and the Birkat Avraham, and 
may we be blessed to feel that restoration 
of the inspiration and capacity for renewal 
and growth that comes with feeling Hash-
em’s presence in our lives each and every 
day. Chodesh Tov! 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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Real Life Rescues 
Helping Ukrainian Refugees 
Through The Present Into An 
Uncertain Future

Upon my arrival in Moldova I was assigned to be the Psychotrauma and Crisis Response Unit member in 
charge at one of the shuls in the city that we repurposed as our headquarters for Operation Orange Wings.

I decided to do what I do best, chat with people. Somewhere between my Hebrew and English and 
their Russian and Ukrainian, we found a way - because human is human. 

I am a therapist by profession and that says two things about me, first, I often hear sad stories, and 
second I look for places where I can help repair or heal.

And yet… what do you say to a 15-year-old girl who has lost her home, said goodbye to her father, is 
living essentially on a random mattress in an overcrowded room with one small bag, waiting for a train 
to Germany? She wasn’t even sure if she was headed there or not. Her future was so uncertain. The girl 
is grateful for the “Jewish” who have given her where to be and yet she cries every time we offer her a 
blanket or food.

School? Friends? Home? These are things that belong to some other life that is no longer hers. Three 
weeks ago, these were part of her routine, like most other teenagers. Now they are gone. 

There is Lara with her son Kirrel, they are not Jewish and don’t want to go to Israel. They are trying 
to wait out the war so they can go home. They have little money. We have no idea how she got to the 
synagogue - but they are here and Lara volunteers in the kitchen “to pay her way” even though no one 
is required to pay anything, she feels that she needs to help out and do her part. Kirell is super cute and 
super bored - so the United Hatzalah team members try and play soccer with him and the inadequate 
ball that is here. Lara confides In me that she can’t find shoes for Kirell, even though we have a room full 
of donated clothes - nothing is his shoe size. He has blisters on his feet.

I slip her some cash, she refuses 3 times… only when I explain to her that she can pay it forward does 
she concede… She has difficulty making eye contact for the rest of the day. 

And then there is Iryna - in the world of crazy Jewish Geography she is moving to my city, her uncle 
lives 3 streets away from my home. She is a doctor of psychology, comes from an upper-class family 
in Ukraine, and is traveling with her 10-year-old twin girls. She is unable to speak about her beloved 
husband whom she was forced to leave behind, like so many other refugees, just the women and children 
made it out as the men were forced to stay and fight. 

She is so grateful that they have beds even if they are in the dining room. We become instant 
friends - she is funky as anything and a rockstar, by the end of the day she is using her English and 
Ukrainian to help almost everyone around. I message my Israeli friends - she cries when I tell her there 
is a tribe waiting to meet her. I see them onto the bus the next 
day, we hug and cry… “I’ll see you in Israel, your people are 
waiting for you,” I tell her during our tearful departure.   

I view my time here as a privilege. A privilege that I have 
been given wherein I could offer help to people going through 
the worst that life has to throw at them. Yesterday, a smile or a 
warm word from me was met with such gratitude from those 
who need kindness so much. Yet I was keenly aware of my 
endless tears and the frustration that I couldn’t repair or heal 
all of their wounds. I barely touched the tip of the iceberg of the 
tragedy which these people are facing. But it was something. 

1221
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Donate to United Hatzalah 
and support our medical care, 
humanitarian aid and �ights 
for refugees to Israel.

Want to help
Ukrainian Refugees 
but don't know how? 

Visit https://israelrescue.org/ukraineemergency to donate
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

A Heroic Act 
of Personal 
Change
ֲעִדי ֲעָדִיים  בִֹאי בַּ ִלי ַותָּ ְגדְּ תִּ י וַֽ ְרבִּ ֶדה ְנַתִתיְך ַותִּ ֶצַמח ַהשָּׂ  ְרָבָבה כְּ

ה׃   ַח ְוַאתְּ ֵערֹם ְוֶעְריָֽ ָעֵרְך ִצמֵּ ַדִים ָנכֹנּו ּושְׂ שָׁ

“You were naked and bare” – Pesach 
Haggadah

It is one of the most obscure verses recited 
on Seder night.

The author of the Haggadah quotes a verse 
from the book of Ezekiel which describes the 
Jewish slaves in Egypt: “I caused you to thrive 
like the plants of the field, and you increased 
and grew and became very beautiful…but 
you were naked and bare (Ezekiel 16:7). 
What is the meaning of this cryptic verse?

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik explains that the 
life of the Israelite slave was a “naked one,” a 
beastly one. Over the hundreds of years liv-
ing a culture that was debased and depraved, 
they had been negatively influenced. Unfor-
tunately, many Jews were living in a manner 
not reflecting moral and noble behavior; they 
had succumbed to a life which was “naked 
and bare,” uncouth and unrefined.

And then something almost unimaginable 
happened, a miracle, said the Rav, far greater 
than all the signs and wonders in Egypt. The 
Jewish slaves transformed their lives, lifting 
themselves up and opening their hearts to 

accept the Divine will. They chose a new 
path now devoted to higher ideals and goals. 
This required remarkable courage and con-
viction; what the Kabbalists term ‘Gevura’ 
- conquering destructive desires and admin-
istering self-restraint and self-sacrifice. 

The Jewish people’s heroic and transfor-
mative action in choosing a sacred way of 
life remains one of the most significant and 
enduring lessons of the Exodus story; an 
inspiration for each of us in our own spiri-
tual journeys.

The notion that Pesach is an auspicious 
time for transformation and growth is artic-
ulated in a poetic teaching of Rav Avraham 
Yitzchak HaKohen Kook. He formulated a 
memorable dictum for the month of Nisan: 
“Israel’s Exodus from Egypt remains for-
ever the springtime of the world” (Meged 
Yerachim). 

Rav Kook conveys the idea that the season 
of the Exodus is likened to the spring when, 
after the lifelessness and darkness of a bitter 
winter, nature explodes in all its beauty and 
transforms the world into the most magnif-
icent pandora of life. During the winter 
the forces of nature are restrained; for long 
months all is in a state of apparent exile and 
slumber. With breathtaking suddenness, we 
learn that far from being dead, the earth was 
gathering force, and preparing for the great 
renewal of life known as spring.(Jewish Out-
reach, Wienberger, pp. xiv-xv)

Rav Kook tied this idea to the mitzvah 
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of matzah. The flat bread symbolizes the 
flattening of the spirit, the squeezing and con-
centration of the soul’s powers. The Torah 
explicitly uses the term lachatz (pressure) to 
describe the Egyptian experience. The final 
outcome will be the Jewish people bouncing  
back with renewed strength. (Olat Reiyah 
vol. 2, 262-264, Haggadah Springtime of the 
World, p. 29).

Pesach symbolizes the untapped poten-
tial in each person, and perhaps more 
profoundly for Rav Kook, the enormous 
capability deep-rooted in the Jewish people 
to blossom and bring their immense bright-
ness and inspiration to all humanity.

The above exposition sheds light on a curi-
ous practice of Rav Kook’s only son, Rav Zvi 
Yehudah Kook. Months before Pesach he had 
spread on his dining room table a Matzah 
cover embroidered with the words: יציאת“ 

 ”ישראל ממצרים תשאר לעד האביב של כל העולם כלו
“The Exodus of Israel from Egypt will forever 
remain the springtime of the entire world.” 
Apparently this teaching of his beloved 
father captured his imagination. Those few 
words contain one of Pesach’s most exhil-
arating messages: implanted in these days 
is the golden opportunity for renewal and 
immense change. (Springtime of the World, 
Introduction) 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com

a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

Rare In Baka
Townhouse, about 
220m, pastoral, in 
a quiet side alley, 
private elevator, 
private entrance, 
terrace, storage room, parking

7300000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488www.lostintranslation.online

The divrei Torah, in the above col-
umn, over the next three weeks, will be 
devoted to Pesach themes in preparation 
for Seder night. Chag Kasher ve’Sameach! 
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

A Bridge of 
Reeds

Some predicaments in life can be quickly 
repaired. Others require patience and wait-
ing.  Severe forms of halachic impurity or 
tumah cannot be resolved overnight and, 
instead, require waiting periods of differ-
ent lengths. For example, a postpartum 
mother must wait either 40 days (after 
a boy) or 80 days (after a girl) before her 
korbanot transition her back into society. 

Similarly, a man or woman who expe-
riences repeated bodily emissions (zav 
or zava), must count seven days without 
secretion before immersing in a mikvah, 
offering sacrifices and rejoining the mik-
dash experience.  

A metzora as well, must wait seven 
days before his immersion in a mikva 
and bringing korbanot. However, unlike 
other halachically impure people, a 

metzora performs a preliminary cere-
mony BEFORE the seven day “waiting 
period” commences. On the day he is 
healed, he delivers twin birds- one of 
which is sacrificed and mixed with natu-
ral water. The other bird is bundled with a 
tree-branch, a string and a reed. This wad 
is used to brush blood upon the hand of 
the metzora. After the blood is applied,  
the remaining live bird is set free and the 
metzora is fully shaved of his bodily hair. 
Only after this preliminary ceremony has 
concluded can the metzora begin his sev-
en-day waiting period leading up to his 
korbanot and to his reentry into society. 

The vivid tiglachat ritual of shaving 
bodily hair provides a metamorphosis for 
a metzora. He has suffered a terrible illness 
and endured a painful quarantine which 
may have lasted three weeks. Severed from 
his family and from his community, he had 
ample time to ponder his isolation. Why 
was he afflicted with such a hideous illness 
which repelled any visitors? The metzora 
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disease isn’t physically pleasant and it 
exacts a heavy psychological toll upon its 
victims. 

In addition to “processing” his unsightly 
illness, a metzora also contemplates the 
underlying reasons for his ailment. The 
Torah doesn’t assign any particular sin 
as the root cause of infection, but Chazal 
traces the disease to the sin of slander or to 
excess egotism. Having spent a few weeks 
sunken in physical struggle and wrestling 
with psychological anxiety, the metzora 
looks for renewed purpose and for new 
horizons of meaning. Shaving his hair, 
literally, creates a clean slate and a fresh 
tomorrow. Bodily hair is a vestige of his 
broken past and is now removed, readying 
his body and his soul for a fresh start. Noth-
ing speaks “renewal” and “rebirth” more 
than removing hair, unencumbering his 

REHAVIA – Luxurious penthouse, 4 rooms, 
140m, 3rd floor + Shabbat elevator,  
30m terraces, Sukkah, open view, private parking

MENDEL 052-8980111
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the floor 
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CASPI St. – Luxurious brand new penthouse, 
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quiet street, invested – 

MICHAEL 052-3202488
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elevator, 3 new apartments 3 rooms with 
garden – 2800000 nis --- 4 rooms with sukkah 
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3600000 NIS –  
MICHAEL 052-3202488
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and Nefesh B’Nefesh’s experience 

 assisting new Olim, we have the recipe 
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Camp Director: Rav Yaakov (Jake) Vidomlanski
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*Transportation available from: 
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an amazing day camp 
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July 10th-28th

WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/CAMP
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body and liberating his spirit. 
While the tiglachat erases his failed past, 

the ceremony of the reed revives the past - 
not a personal “past” but a national “past”. 
Thousands of years ago, in Egypt, during our 
epic night of liberation, we glazed the door-
posts of our homes with blood, applying 
the blood with a bundle of reeds. Utilizing 
a reed to spread blood upon the metzora 
revisits that seminal moment in our collec-
tive past- the moment we departed Egypt. 

The symbolic return to Egypt provides a 
very different makeover for the metzora. 
Perhaps his illness and his struggle induced 
a crisis of identity. Perhaps his extended 
and harsh quarantine blurred personal 
meaning or distorted purpose in life. 
However, meaning and identity lie beyond 
the “personal”. Every Jew – healthy and 
ill, sinner and saint, belongs to the great 
trail of Jewish history which began that 
fateful night in Egypt. We may face per-
sonal breakdowns and we may struggle 
with meaning as we face the harsh con-
ditions of our personal lives. However, 
the broader narrative of Jewish history 
endures, and we are part of that magnif-
icent journey. 

On the one hand, a metzora recovers 
meaning by peering into a unsullied future 
of “tomorrow”. Shaving his hair deletes 
past mistakes and provides a fresh start. 
The ceremony of blood and reeds resur-
rects past national meaning and timeless 
historical identity. A metzora is part of a 
collective legacy and during the ritual of 
the reeds he taps into that larger meaning 
and into that communal identity. His per-
sonal life may be in disarray, but Jewish 
history beckons him. Having returned to 

Egypt and having regained meaning, he 
can begin his seven day countdown toward 
entering the mikdash. 

Though the word metzora and the name 
mitzrayim are not etymologically related, 
they each contain the three letters of מצר  
which implies “constriction” or narrow 
straits. The Jews in  מצרים  were constrained 
by slavery and bondage. By placing blood 
upon their doors, they quit their dwindled 
worlds while opening horizons to a more 
expansive future. That night they meta-
phorically walked through a “door” toward 
a “spacious” new future. No longer would 
they suffer as slaves bereft of identity and 
sold as nameless chattel. No longer would 
they be disenfranchised of family, com-
munity or nationhood. They walked out 
on their past world of suffering into a new 
world of family and mission. National iden-
tity beckoned them. 

The מצורע struggled with similar 
restraints. He has been severed from his 
family, his society and from any contact 
with the house of Hashem. He too, must 
walk through a “door” to discover renewed 
meaning. The reeds bridge him back to the 
iconic doors in Egypt. To rediscover mean-
ing, he walks back to Jewish history and 
walks through those doors. There is always 
meaning awaiting a Jew in his past. There is 
always meaning awaiting a Jew in his peo-
ple and their mission. It only takes one reed 
to find that meaning. One reed and spirited 
imagination. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731



OU ISRAEL CENTER         51

Andrew David Shiller, MD
Integrative Pain Management

Harvard Trained

Healing Pain 
When Drugs and Procedures Don't Help

In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, and
by Telemedicine in Israel, NY, CT,

NJ, FL, VA

drshiller.com/consult
 058-789-0369 

scan me for
more info 

FOR RENT
Talbia - 2 bedrooms, 105sqm, spacious 
living rooms, private parking, Shabbat 
elevator, balcony, 2 full washrooms, 
private heating, unfurnished. 9,500nis
Rehavia - 2 Bedrooms, 95sqm, Sukkah 
balcony,  2 full washrooms, Shabbat 
elevator, underfloor heating, 
A/C, fully furnished. 12,000nis

FOR SALE
Rehavia - 'Lev Rehavia' apartments 
building, on 12 KK"L st.,  
Shabbat Elevator, 24/7 Concierge, fully 
accessible, Private Parking, Storage 
Room, Gym, Pool and more services. 
Needs Renovation : 
- 2.5 Bedrooms, 85sqm-4,125,000nis 
- 1 Bedroom, 66sqm-2,750,000nis 

CONTACT
MICHAL NOAM
+972-54-6108477
michalnre@gmail.com



52     TORAH TIDBITS 1462 / TAZRIA 5782

service of the Almighty – but Yir’at Hashem 
must precede Ahavat Hashem because the 
attribute of “Fear of God” serves as a vessel 
to receive the love that stirs from the heart. 
For instance, Bnei Yisrael at Sinai experi-
enced the fearful events that cleansed the 
human proclivity for material pleasure that 
further laid the way for the emergence of 
Ahavat Hashem, considered to be of a 
higher spiritual essence. 

So, taking this analogy, we understand 
that when the ‘seed’ of the woman who 
stands for “Yir’at Hashem” precedes the 
man’s contribution to the child’s concep-
tion, a boy will be born, thus facilitating 
the manifestation of Ahavat Hashem in this 
world. 

Lest anyone take umbrage to this expla-
nation, let us duly note that the Gemara 
posits that the prayer for a healthy child 
is most potent when both parties to the 
baby’s conception are equally primed to 
make that happen. For Yir’ah and Ahava 
are both necessary and complementary, 
just as the terms Shamor and Zachor apply 
jointly to Shabbat. They are like bird’s 
wings that fly; without one, the bird cannot 
soar heavenward.

On that note, let us try and share the 
women’s wings so that our Fear of Heaven 
flies so high that all our children will be 
born healthy to continue building Hash-
em’s kingdom on this earth.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

The 
“Conception” 
of a Concept

Our Parsha opens with laws pertaining 
to a woman who has given birth, first those 
concerning a baby boy and, later, a baby 
girl. Notably, an intriguing entry in the Tal-
mud focuses on this gender differentiation 
when praying for a healthy child. 

In the most general of terms, it expresses 
that if the woman’s biology is more primed 
to conceive than that of the man, the 
woman is likely to have a baby boy. Con-
versely, if the man is “primed” first, the 
expectant mother will have a girl.

Of interest,  the Netivot Shalom offers an 
intriguing explanation of the male-female 
differentiation of the new offspring. For 
the rabbi, the woman symbolizes Yir’ah, 
the ‘Fear of God,’ as it says: “A God-fearing 
woman shall be praised” (Mishlei 31:30). 
Furthermore, our sages taught that Yir’at 
Hashem precedes Wisdom, as is written, 
“Reishit Chochmah Yir’at Hashem” (Mishle 
9:10).

In contrast to the ‘woman,’ ‘man’ symbol-
izes the complementary attribute of Ahava, 
“Love of God.” 

For the Netivot Shalom, Yir’at Hashem 
and Ahavat Hashem go hand in hand in the 
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Executive Rabbinic Coordinator For OU Kosher

RABBI MOSHE ZYWICA

Birkat 
Ha’Ilanot: 
Blessing for 
Blossoming 
Trees
“Hai man denafik beyomei Nissan vechazi 

elanei d’ka milbalvi omer…” (Tractate 
Brachot 43b)

If one goes outside during the month of 
Nissan and sees trees that are blossoming 
he recites a blessing (Birkat Ha’Ilanot).

The bracha is noted in the tractate Brachot 
and the Code of Jewish Law (O.C. 226).

Baruch atah Adonay Elohaynu melech 
haolam shelo chasar b’olamo klum u’bara 
bo b’riyot tovot v’elanot tovim l’hanot bahem 
b’nay adam.

The G’ra in his siddur substitutes the 
word davar instead of klum.

This blessing is said on fruit bearing trees 
(M.B. 226:22). Regarding a fruit tree that has 
the status of “orlah” – a tree less than three 
years old – it is the view of Rabbi Akiva Eiger, 
in his commentary on Code of Jewish Law 
O.C. 226, that one does not say a blessing.

It is preferable to say birkat ha’ilanot as 
soon as one sees a fruit tree in bloom, which 

GUEST DVAR TORAH

is usually during the month of Nissan. 
However the Aruch Hashulchan (226:1) 
notes that in some countries trees begin to 
bloom in Iyar or Sivan and as such those 
months would then be the proper time to 
recite the blessing. The Har Tzvi (O.C. #118) 
says that if you are in a country where trees 
bloom earlier than Nissan the blessing can 
be said earlier.

Ideally, Birkat Ha’Ilanot should be said on a 
weekday and not on Shabbat (Kaf Hachayim 
226:4), as some authorities are anxious that 
one may come to shake the tree or break off 
a branch on Shabbat which is prohibited.

If a tree blossomed in Nissan but one did 
not see it until later he may say the bracha 
as long as the fruit on the tree has not yet 
ripened (Mishna Berurah 226:4).  However, 
one who saw a fruit tree in bloom during 
the month of Nissan but forgot or neglected 
to recite a blessing, may only recite the bra-
cha up until the fruit has begun to grow 
(Mishna Berurah 226:5).

Though the blessing is said during a specific 
period of time during the year it is not consid-
ered a time restricted mitzvah (Har Tzvi O.C. 
#118) and as such women are encouraged to 
take part in this bracha of appreciation.

The sefer Kaf Hachayim (226: 7-8) 
describes a custom among the Sephardim 
to say this bracha with a minyan followed by 
kaddish in addition to several other rituals.

There is a rabbinical debate as to whether 
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Birkat Ha-Ilanot
When one sees blossoming fruit 
trees for the first time during the 
month of Nisan, one should say this 
blessing:

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' ֱא-ֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך 
ָהעֹוָלם ֶׁשּלֹא ִחַּסר ְּבעֹוָלמֹו 

ְּכלּום ּוָבָרא בֹו ְּבִרּיֹות טֹובֹות 
ְוִאיָלנֹות טֹובֹות ֵלָהנֹות ָּבֶהם 

ְּבֵני ָאָדם. 

one can say this blessing on a tree that 
has been grafted from two species (Kaf 
HaChayim 225:26, 226:11).

With this bracha we praise G-d’s ongo-
ing renewal of creation during the season 
of redemption in which we renew our com-
mitment to serving Him. 
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Bi’ur Ma’aserot 
Part I

This Pesach affords us the opportunity to 
observe a rare mitzvah we can fulfill only 
twice every seven years: 

“Every third year you shall bring out the 
full tithe of your yield … Then the Levite … 
the stranger, the orphan, and the widow in 
your settlements shall come and eat their 
fill, so that the L-rd your G-d may bless 
you in all the enterprises you undertake” 
(Devarim 14: 27-28).

Chazal teach us that “every third year” 
is the fourth and seventh year of the shem-
itah cycle, those following the ma’aser ani 
years, and that bi’ur ma’aserot is performed 
before Pesach. That is: we remove all teru-
mot and ma’aserot from our domain that 
have not yet been separated or given, and 
give them to those who they are meant 
for: the Kohen, Levy, and poor person. 
For grains, legumes, and vegetables that 
are obligated in ma’aser from the fourth 
year (5779) until today, bi’ur time is now. 
This is true also for heter mechirah vege-
tables, which are obligated in terumot and 
ma’aserot and thus also bi’ur ma’aserot.

For fruits that began development (cha-
natah) from Shevat 5779, bi’ur time is now. 
For fruits that began to develop during the 
sixth year and were harvested this year 

(shemitah), first separate terumot and 
ma’aserot and then perform bi’ur ma’aserot. 
In contrast, fruits that began to develop this 
year are exempt from terumot and ma’ase-
rot (and bi’ur ma’aserot). 

When the Beit Hamikdash was standing, 
ma’aser sheni had to be eaten in Jerusalem, 
or else the produce or money sanctified as 
ma’aser sheni must be destroyed. Today its 
sanctity is transferred to a coin (more on the 
coin next time).

Bi’ur ma’aserot is still relevant today.
What needs to be done?
Ensure there is no untithed or possi-

bly untithed produce (tevel, safek tevel) at 
home: fruits, vegetables, and home grown/
prepared foods: frozen herbs and other 
goods, wine, oil, preserves (pickles, jams); 
or produce we purchased that lacks kashrut 
certification. We also need to ensure that 
there is no kneaded dough or dough prod-
ucts (including batches of matzah) from 
which challah was not yet taken.

If any of the above exist, we need to either 
tithe (or if relevant, take challah) and give 
the terumot and ma’aserot to the appro-
priate people; or remove them from our 
domain. More next week. 

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
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Perhaps, according to this,  tumah is not 
essentially “negative”. It is a boundary that 
flows throughout our lives, a time of sepa-
ration, distinction, that like all boundaries 
can either remove us from our ideals and 
values, or greater allow for their appreci-
ation; the appreciation of holiness. There 
are areas we cannot go, things we cannot 
do, and perhaps that is ok. Necessary.

The Parsha this week describes many sce-
narios of tumah. It describes the woman, 
having actualized the greatest testament 
of human potential - a new child. It also 
describes a Metzora, a person doomed to 
separate himself from the camp, his entire 
community, to sit outside in isolation, as 
punishment for a sin of separation and 
destructive speech. He is tamei. He is sep-
arate. For through cutting himself off, he 
has lost a potential for tremendous growth. 
Life is filled with ups and downs, crests and 
troughs. May we always  sit in the lows, to 
greater appreciate and focus on the highs. 
Shabbat shalom! 

Ataya NessAiver
Raanana Chapter 
Madrich
To Bound the Holy

Tumah. Tahara. Although 
they are mostly irrelevant in our day and 
age, such is the beauty of the Torah. That 
which is practically irrelevant, conceptu-
ally never is. 

So what is Tumah? Harav Aharon Feld-
man shlita, Rosh Yeshiva of Ner Israel 
Baltimore, once explained the concept in 
the most beautiful fashion based on the 
Kuzari, R’ Yehuda Halevi. 

The Torah states that although an animal 
carcass is tamei by itself, a human corpse 
spreads the tumah to everything in its 
environment, everything under the same 
roof. For tumah is a response to the loss of 
potential. This solely is holy not only in its 
own right, but as a tool to sanctify its entire 
environment. As such, when that potential 
is lost, we feel it and recognize it. The loss 
of potential elevation is called tumah. 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“וראה הכהן את הנגע.....וראהו הכהן” (יג:ג)
”And the priest shall look on the plague…and the priest shall look on him“ (13:3)
Why the repetition of the Kohen needing to look? 
Rabbi Meir Simcha Hacohen from Dvinsk (author of Meshech Chochmah-1843-1926) elaborates on the 

double language to emphasize both tasks of the Kohen. One, to literally discern if this is really leprosy. Another 
task, no less important, is for the Kohen to analyze the individual and what overall stature he may be in. If he 
be a Chatan- newly wedded groom or the Holidays are approaching, the Kohen may delay the impure state 
until there is no interference and cause distraught. Being privy to the state of the individual, the Kohen can 
also give him encouraging words at this trying time. Shabbat Shalom
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NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Yehuda Sunshine
10th Grade,  
Raanana  
Remember to Stay 
Humble

In this week’s parsha, the Torah talks 
about tzara’at. Chazal says that a Jew will 
get tzara’at, when speaking harmfully 
about another Jew. Symptoms of tzara’at 
are, healthy skin in the middle of white 
skin, or white patches of skin, with two 
white hairs. If the skin is white, but there 
aren’t two white hairs, he is still pure. It is 
only if there are two white skins, that you 
are metzora. The Mishna says to judge a 
fellow person favorably and to have the 
benefit of the doubt. To understand that 
despite making a mistake, he is still a good 
person. And even when it seems that it is 
obvious that he did wrong, you still must 
give the benefit of the doubt. Another 
way to judge people is to say that we are 
all human. And all humans will make 
mistakes. 

Chazal says that the word ‘metzora,’ is a 
contraction of the word ‘motzi ra’- one who 
speaks bad about others. In the process of 
purification, you are to sprinkle yourself 
with water and blood from your korban, 
with a cedar branch and a hyssop. Rashi 
explains that the cedar, which is the king of 
trees, symbolizes arrogance. And the hys-
sop symbolizes humility. By taking the two 
together, the metzora expresses his resolve 

Hillel Levin - The Matza Man at: hillel.leib@gmail.comHillel Levin - The Matza Man: www.matzaman.co.il 

Time to order your Healthful Specialty Shmura Matza
Hand and machine

 Whole Wheat  Organic Whole Spelt  GF Gluten Free Oat
Distributed Throughout Eretz Yisroel
For more details, including hechsherim, email:

to change his arrogance into humility. Even 
today where people do not get tzara’at, we 
should take the message from this parsha 
and remember to always have our humil-
ity. Shabbat shalom! 
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053-7272-815
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Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED 
furniture repair company  

 

WE’RE BACK! 
JUST IN TIME FOR PESACH! 

 
 
 

The ONLY COMPANY to offer you a LIFETIME GAURARNTEE on all wood regluing 
 

Glue with us once and you will stick with us forever! 

 PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture 
 EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
 SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and replace with 

much stronger wood 
 CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
 FURNITURE MARKERS - To help you make those small scratches 

disappear 
 LEG TIPS - For quiet chair movement (your downstairs neighbor will 

thank you!) 

 
 
 

WE ARE GROWING AND ARE NOW HIRING – SEE DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE 

Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il Email: office@thefurnituredoctore.co.il 
    Phone: 02-999-2418         WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  

TM 

Only  6 more gluing days until Pesach! 

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH! 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         63

 
                                                               You are invited to a  

New Book Launch 
by 

RABBI BEREL WEIN 

THIS MONDAY NIGHT at 8:30 PM – April 4 
at 

Beit Knesset Hanassi  - Live 
24 Ussishkin St. 

or on ZOOM at that time 
The lecture is free, but you must reserve your place in advance 

in the Shul and/or to receive the Zoom link 
(All MOH rules  will be strictly enforced)  

The Zoom lecture  will be repeated Tuesday night & Wednesday night at 8:30 PM 

STRUGGLES, CHALLENGES & TRADITION 
HOW JEWISH COMMUNITIES DEFENDED 

ORTHODOXY 1820-1940 
In a little over a century, masses of Jews throughout the world 
discarded the beliefs they had cherished for millennia. Orthodoxy 
seemed doomed to extinction. And then ... After a century of losing 
battles with the forces of assimilation, as well as the horrors of the 
Holocaust, Torah Judaism underwent an almost-miraculous 
resurgence, prospering in a way that no one could ever have 
imagined. HOW DID THIS HAPPEN? 

200 NIS for this Coffee Table book (below store 
price). Rabbi Wein will be available after the 

lecture to sign his book.  
After the Zoom lectures, will books that are left will be available to purchase to send by post. 

 
Books & space are limited. To reserve you place in the Shul or on 

Zoom, please  write Nachum at Nachum@jewishdestiny.com or on 
WhatsApp 0544-54-36-18 
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