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There are experiences 
that can leave a Roshem on 
a person for the duration of 
their lifetime. As Am Yisrael 
ended Shushan Purim and 

prepared to enter Shabbat, we did so with 
broken hearts upon hearing of the passing 
of Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt”l, a Torah giant 
of our generation. For the 750,000 Jews who 
attended the levaya on Sunday, I know the 
experience will stay with us for many years 
to come.  

Rav Chaim Kanievsky cared about Torah 
above all else, and lived his life with the 
sole purpose of serving the Borei Olam. 
Over the years, those who had the zechut to 
meet Rav Kanievsky in his home saw how 
Torah was truly at the center of his life, and 
lived with the utmost simplicity. Born in 
Pinsk, Rav Kanievsky came to Israel during 
the early 1930s and raised a family of six 
children with his wife, Rebbitzen Batsheva 
Kanievsky zt”l, in a one-and-a-half bedroom 
apartment in Bnei Brak. The apartment was 
filled with sefarim from wall to wall, and 
furnished to the bare minimum. Torah was 
all that mattered. 

Upon hearing the news of his passing I 
knew I needed to go to the levaya with my 
sons for two reasons. The first is the tre-
mendous zechut we would have of K’vod 
Ha’Torah, fulfilling the mitzvah of being 
melaveh the guf of one of the greatest Torah 
giants of our time to his final resting place. 
Second, Klal Yisrael had a levaya to go to, and 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

I just could not miss an opportunity to join 
my brethren in this tremendous mitzvah. 

On Sunday morning, I took three of my 
boys - Shlomo, Eliyashiv and Dvir - to wit-
ness this historic moment. It was Shlomo 
who reminded me of the experience we 
had when attending Rav Shalom Yosef Eli-
yashiv’s levaya together, just ten years ago. 
Although he was 12 at the time, Shlomo 
remembered the experience with clar-
ity. After all, very few people on this earth 
receive such an honor where hundreds of 
thousands of people gather to escort them 
to their final resting place, and I once again 
felt how important it is to allow our children 
to experience these pivotal moments. You 
never know what will resonate and ulti-
mately shape their future. 

I am sure by now everyone has seen pho-
tos and videos of the throngs of people who 
spent their Sunday fulfilling the mitzvah of 
l’vayat haMet, and it was truly remarkable 
for me and my kids to stand beside 750,000 
brothers and sisters as we mourned the loss 
of Rav Kanievsky. But there are two aspects 
of the experience that I found particularly 
meaningful, both of which exemplify how 
powerful we become as a nation when we 
follow in the path that Rav Kanievsky set for 
us - holding Torah values above all else. 

I’ll start with recognition and appreciation 
for the people of Bnei Brak and Givat Shmuel 
who exemplified Hachnasas Orchim to a 
degree that is rarely seen. Living in Israel, 
we have all experienced the frustrations of 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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road closures, demonstrations and mass 
gatherings that have impeded our ability 
to get to work, bring our children to school 
or run errands. And yet, with 750,000 Jews 
filling the streets of their neighborhood, the 
residents of Bnei Brak and Givat Shmuel 
welcomed us with open arms. 

Walking from Highway 4 to the main 
area where we ultimately stood to pay 
our respects, we passed homes and build-
ings with signs offering food, drinks and a 
bathroom to those passing by. Shuls had 
welcome signs that encouraged visitors to 
rest, refresh, and gather some koach before 
continuing on with our day, and even 
extending an invitation to join them in the 
Beit Midrash. People walked through the 
masses handing out tissues, water, snacks, 
offering to anyone in need. Mi K’amcha Yis-
rael? We are so fortunate to be a part of this 
incredible nation. 

Another element of the levaya stood out 
to all those who were there. Rav Chaim was 
very clearly part of the Charedi world. But 
as I stopped periodically to look at those 
around me - people who spent hours to 
get to the levaya and had a long afternoon 
ahead of them before they finally got home 
- you would not believe the variety of Jews 
who united in escorting Rav Kanievsky to 
the Beit HaKvarot. 

The truth is, I could quite literally fill up 
pages of this week’s Torah Tidbits describing 
every type of Jew that attended the levaya. 

And even if I did fill those pages, words 
would only limit how powerful the expe-
rience was for those who attended. I saw 
secular Jews standing with their children. 
Dati Leumi families and Yeshivot. Every 
type of Chassid you can imagine. Litvish 
Yeshivahs. Secular schools. Bnei Akiva. 
Ariel. Ezra. I saw black hats, Shtreimels, big 
Kippot Srugot, small Kippot Srugot, velvet 
Yarmulkes. I saw people with long Peyot, 
short Peyot and no Payot. Students from 
every type of Israeli school spanning day 
schools, high schools and college were in 
attendance, as well as Anglo seminary and 
Yeshiva programs. It was beautiful to see 
how Torah brought us all together. 

My sons and I, like so many people, walked 
away from Rav Chaim Kanievsky’s levaya, 
deeply moved by the legacy he left behind. 
Rav Kanievsky put Torah above all else. And 
this past Sunday, Jews from all backgrounds 
united as one to pay our respects to a true 
Gadol BaTorah. May we be zoche to follow 
in Rav Kanievsky’s footsteps, continuing to 
allow the Torah to be the foundational links 
that connect Klal Yisrael to one another - in 
Israel and around the world. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat, 

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 



6     TORAH TIDBITS 1461 / SHEMINI 5782

Orthodox Union Mourns the Passing of 

HaRav Chaim Kanievsky zt”l
With profound sadness, the Orthodox Union joins the entire  

Jewish community in mourning the passing of  Moreinu HaRav Chaim 
Kanievsky, zt”l, at the age of  94. Fondly known to one and all as 

“Rav Chaim,” he was revered as the Gadol haDor (outstanding Torah 
scholar of  the generation) and was the preeminent leader of  the Haredi 

community in both Israel and the diaspora.

Rav Chaim served as both a model and a guide. His diligence and 
consistency in Torah study was legendary, resulting in a stunningly 

encyclopedic knowledge of  the vast corpus of  Torah literature. He lived 
very simply and – despite the premium he placed on using every available 
moment for Torah study – generously opened his home and gave of  his 

time to the thousands who would seek his Halachic rulings, his counsel, 
his prayers, his blessings, or simply a word of  encouragement and the 

opportunity to meet him.

Despite his apparent preference for anonymity, the esteem accorded Rav 
Chaim was such that his approval and blessing was a prerequisite for 

proceeding on any meaningful undertaking in the Haredi community.

We are all in mourning as the world has lost a unique “gadol beTorah,”  
a giant of  Torah scholarship and a model of  piety, humility, and 

kindness. Rav Chaim’s outstanding example will continue to inspire 
all of  us to aspire to greater heights in the service of  G-d, the study of 

Torah, and the care and kindness we extend to each other.

Yehi zichro baruch. May his memory be a blessing.
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

1st Aliya (Vayikra 9:1-16) On the 
eighth day of the inauguration of 
Aharon and the Kohanim, Moshe 

gathers the people. He instructs Aharon to 
offer a chatat and an olah. The people are 
also to bring a chatat, olah, shlamim and 
mincha. For today, G-d will appear. Aharon 
offers his offerings. He offers the people’s 
offerings. The offerings are brought exactly 
as instructed.

This eighth day is the long anticipated 
moment. G-d’s presence is to appear in 
the Mishkan. The path to this moment has 
taken 7 parshiot. The instructions were 
given to build the Mishkan. Then it was 
built. The instructions were given for the 
Kohanim’s garments. And they were made.  

KI TEITZEI Instructions were given to inaugurate the 
Kohanim. And in last week’s parsha the 
7-day inauguration was completed. The 
preparations are all completed.

On this, the 8th day, Moshe passes the baton 
to Aharon.  During the 7-day inauguration, 
Moshe acted as the Kohen Gadol.  Not today. 
Today, the day after the 7-day inauguration, 
Aharon is now the Kohen Gadol.  And the 
Kohanim step into their role.  

Moshe tells them that the offerings they 
are to bring today will invite G-d’s presence.

At the end of Sefer Shemot, when the 
building of the Mishkan was completed, 
G-d’s presence filled the building.  

But His Presence is only half the story.  
The Mishkan is not a place for He Alone.  
It is a place of rendezvous: He.  And us. He 
appeared upon completion of the build-
ing.  As if to take the first step. Like a dance 
couple. Someone is the lead. He is the lead.  
As He has been in the entire Torah til this 
point. He has been the lead: Creation, Avra-
ham, Egypt, Sinai, Mishkan. It is all G-d’s 
reach for man.

Until here.  Moshe tells Aharon and the 
people: now, it is our turn to meet Him.  
Aharon has been inaugurated as the one 
to represent the entire Jewish people in 
our approach to G-d. He and the Kohanim 
will act as our representatives in bringing 
the offerings that express our desire to 
approach Him.  

2nd Aliya (9:17-23) Aharon 
offers the mincha and the 
shlamim. All the details are per-

formed as commanded. The portion Aharon 
is to receive is waved as commanded. Upon 
conclusion of all the offerings, Aharon 
blesses the people and descends from the 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

SHEMINI

May the Torah learned in this  
Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת 

נפתלי צבי בן שמואל נטע והדס ז"ל
נלב"ע כ"ג אדר ב'

In loving memory of
Harry Naftali Manheim z"l

on his 8th yahrtzeit
23 Adar II 5782



OU ISRAEL CENTER         9

offerings.  Moshe and Aharon enter the Tent 
of Meeting, blessing the people upon exit-
ing. The Glory of G-d appears to the 
people.

All the types of offerings have been 
brought by Aharon: chatat, olah, mincha, 
shlamim. The moment of rendezvous of 
the Divine, of responding to the approach 
of man is about to occur. Aharon blesses the 
people with Birkat Kohanim. Well, we call 
Birkat Kohanim a blessing, but it is really a 
prayer, a hope: May G-d bless you and keep 
you. May He shine his face upon you ….  

Aharon blesses the people with the hope 
that their aspiration for G-d’s rendezvous 
be realized. Man can approach G-d, do all 
that is required; but His response is never 
dictated by us. All we can do is our part.  
And then wait for His response.

Moshe and Aharon bless the people: May 
the pleasure of G-d be upon you. May the 
Shechina dwell on your efforts.  

The Kavod Hashem, the Glory of G-d 
appeared to the people. Their approach 
and their prayers were granted with a 
rendezvous with the Divine. Truly a peak, 
sublime moment of the entire Torah. Man’s 
approach to G-d is answered with His 
Presence.

3rd Aliya (9:24-10:11) A fire 
descended from G-d and con-
sumed the offerings on the 

altar. The people saw, sang out and fell on 
their faces. Nadav and Avihu, sons of 
Aharon, took incense, though not com-
manded, and burnt it before G-d. A fire 
consumed them and they died.  Moshe told 
Aharon that this is what G-d said: With 
those close to Me I am sanctified. Aharon 
was silent. After removing the bodies, 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
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Moshe told the other sons of Aharon to not 
mourn or leave the Mikdash; the Jewish 
people will mourn. Moshe commanded the 
Kohanim to not consume wine when serv-
ing in the Mikdash, so that they can 
distinguish holy and profane and to teach 
the people.

The people are ecstatic with the Pres-
ence of G-d. But the ecstasy is shattered by 
the death of Nadav and Avihu in bringing 
incense not commanded.   

There is much rich commentary on the 
terrible drama of this story. Ecstasy and 
death. The simple flow of the narrative 
seems to rest on how man is to approach 
G-d. The Mishkan is the place of intimate 
approach to G-d, the meeting of man and 
G-d in His home. But the approach of finite 
man to infinite G-d is fraught with mys-
tery. And hubris. How can finite man dare 
to think he can approach the Infinite? It is 
absurd to even imagine that we could pos-
sibly know what would bring Divine favor.  
We can do so only because – well, because 
He told us how. G-d invited us, instructed us 
how to approach Him. And we do so only 
with great humility, acknowledging that we 
are approaching Him only by His invitation.

We have had 7 parshiot of detailed 
instructions and detailed compliance with 
those instructions culminating in this 
moment of the successful rendezvous of 
man and G-d. The intent of these details 
– is clearly to impress upon us our inade-
quacy.  We are incapable of fathoming how 
to approach G-d. He, though, reaches for 
us, with detailed instructions as to how to 
approach Him.

It is in this context, after a long, extended 
narrative of detailed instructions and 

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
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Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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detailed compliance that the spontaneous 
desire of Nadav and Avihu to approach G-d 
with their unauthorized incense must be 
seen. After all that, you just decide to jump, 
in a spirit of ecstasy, to approach G-d? 
Incredible. Shocking.

4th Aliya (10:12-15) Moshe 
instructs Aharon and his 
remaining sons, Elazar and Ita-

mar, to consume the parts of the offerings 
that were brought today that they were 
entitled to. They need to consume the min-
cha matza and the meat of the breast in the 
holy grounds.  

Moshe proceeds with the momentous 
day of the appearance of G-d’s glory, pro-
ceeding with the details of the offerings.  

5th Aliya (10:16-20) Moshe 
inquired about the meat of the 
chatat but it had been burned, 

not consumed. He was upset: why did you 
not consume these in the holy place as com-
manded? Aharon responded: On a day that 
this occurred, should we offer the offerings 
and eat them? Is that proper in G-d’s eyes?  
Moshe heard and agreed.

Moshe is upset that the offerings had not 
been consumed by Aharon and his other 
sons. Aharon, struck speechless by the 
death of his 2 sons, now challenges Moshe.  
Does our role as Divine servants eliminate 
our human feelings of tragedy? Is a holy 
person angelic – or holy while remaining a 
person? Am I not entitled to mourn at least 
today?

This brief, very brief, confrontation 
expresses a universal theme of the holy 
man. Do we accept our humanity, our 
emotions, our desires, our complexity 
even in our holiest religious leaders? Or do 
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are to distinguish between pure and 
impure and between living things that may 
be eaten and those that may not.

We are instructed to imitate G-d’s holi-
ness.  In what way are we to imitate Him?  
In Creation he separated, mavdil; so too 
we exercise discernment. We distinguish 
between that which we consume; and that 
which we don’t. Discernment, self control, 
structure, in particular in those activities 
we share with animals are what make us 
holy, imitating His holiness. 

PARSHAT PARAH 
(BAMIDBAR 19:1-22)

The purification process of the red heifer 
is required for those in contact with the 
dead. Since we all need to bring a Korban 
Pesach, we all need to be in a state of purity.  
And although contact with the dead is a 
mitzvah, it does render one impure. This 
parsha is a part of the theme that appears 
in our seder – we sigh with the awareness 
that our Pesach Seder pales in comparison 
with a Seder featuring the korban pesach.  
We don’t have it – but we can read about it.  
Hence, we read about the elaborate purity 
process in preparation for the great day of 
bringing the Pesach offering.

HAFTORAH FOR  
PARSHAT PARAH 

YECHEZKEL 36:16-36

This week we read a special haftorah 
which follows the theme of this week’s 
additional Torah portion of Parshat Parah 
which speaks of the power of the ‘Red 
Heifer’ to purify.

we expect of them superhuman, angelic 
behavior? Religions of the world come 
down differently on this question.  Aharon 
sets the Jewish view, agreed to by Moshe.  
The holiest person we have, the Kohen 
Gadol, cries like anyone else on the death 
of his children. However holy he is, he is 
also a person with legitimate feelings.  Holy 
men are holy, but men they remain.

6th Aliya (11:1-32) Of land ani-
mals, you may eat those with 
split hooves and that chew 

their cud. Those with only one such sign 
shall not be eaten:  camel, hyrax, hare and 
pig. Aquatic beings that have fins and 
scales may be eaten. Predator birds may 
not be eaten. Insects may not be eaten with 
the exception of certain grasshoppers.  
Touching the carcass of certain dead ani-
mals renders a person Tameh, impure.  

The laws of kashrut begin a series of laws 
related to man’s uniqueness: animal-like 
but with a soul. The Torah specifically leg-
islates those activities that we share with 
animals: food, procreation, illness, death.  
And those activities that distinguish us 
from animals: social behavior, communica-
tion, self-control. In instructing us what we 
may eat and what we may not, we are tak-
ing the activity that we share with animals, 
eating, and exercising control. We are not 
animals, driven without limit by the need 
for food. We control what we eat, how we 
prepare it.   

7th Aliya (11:33-47) The con-
traction of Tumah from contact 
with animals requires immer-

sion in a mikveh. You shall be holy because 
I, G-d, am holy. I brought you out of Egypt 
to be My people and to be holy, as I am. You 
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17 mitzvot; 6 positive; 11 prohibitions

MITZVOT

STATS

26th of 54 sedras; 3rd of 10 in Vayikra 
157.2 lines in a Sefer Torah, rank: 42nd
6 Parshiyot, 3 open, 3 closed
91 p’sukim - ranks 41st (4th in Vayikra) 
1238 words - 41st (5th in Vayikra) 
4670 letters - 41st (5th in Vayikra) 

We find in the haftorah the mention of 
“purifying waters” that are sprinkled upon 
the people of Israel with the coming of the 
Mashiach.

Hashem will take the people of Israel out 
of exile, not necessarily as a response to 
their meritorious deeds or acts of teshuva, 
but as a result of Hashem’s commitment to 
return them to their borders. Hashem will 
bring the Israelites back to the Holy Land 
and purify them with the waters of the Red 
Heifer. The people of Israel will then feel 
ashamed of their misdeeds and this reality 
will bring about a process of purification. 
Hashem will bestow prosperity and bounty 
upon the Land.

The following passage is one of the most 
memorable in the haftorah which describes 
an elevated and comforting vision of Eretz 
Yisrael: “This Land that was desolate has 
become like the Garden of Eden, and the 
cities that were destroyed and desolate and 
pulled down have become settled as forti-
fied cities.” 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Aging Grace
We all applaud when an old man runs in 

the marathon. We expect that his physical 
powers diminished long ago, and when he 
proves otherwise, we celebrate for him.

We are impressed when an old woman 
professor can still give an extemporane-
ous lecture, drawing upon her memory 
of things she learned long ago. We expect 
that her mental powers have considerably 
weakened, and are pleasantly surprised 
when she proves otherwise.

We all know something about the nat-
ural course of aging, and the toll it takes 
upon our bodies and minds.

But we are much less familiar with the 
social impact of the process of aging. We 
know less about the effects upon the older 
person of the reaction he or she evokes 
from other people. What others think 
of us is important at every stage of life, 
and older persons are no different from 
the rest of us in their need for respect, 

admiration, and approval from others in 
their social circle.

I was a long way from old age myself 
when a revered mentor explained to me 
how he realized that, at least in the eyes 
of others, he was getting old. “I find that 
people give me honor and respect, but not 
power. They seem to be listening carefully 
to what I say, but they do not really hear 
my words, and they never heed them.”

It is no wonder that the great novelist 
Hermann Hesse wrote the following in a 
letter to a friend:

Growing old is not just a winding down 
and withering - like every phase of life it 
has its own values, its own magic, its own 
wisdom, its own grief, and in times of a 
fairly flourishing culture, people have 
rightly shown age a certain respect, which 
nowadays is somewhat lacking in youth. 
We shall not hold that against youth. But 
we shall not let them talk us into thinking 
that age is worth nothing.

The most that Hesse experienced from 
others as he grew old was “a certain 
respect.” He insistently protested against 
the all-to-common belief that “age is worth 
nothing.”

There is a phrase in this week’s Torah 
portion, Parshat Shemini (Leviticus 9:1-
11:17) that the rabbis of the Midrash 
refuse to pass by without comment. The 
very first verse of this parsha reads, “And 
it came to pass on the eighth day that 

Condolences to the  
Citroen, Naveh & Lemann families  

on the untimely passing of 
Yigal z"l

beloved son, brother, husband,  
father, grandfather

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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Moses called out to Aaron and to his sons 
and to the elders of Israel.”

Rabbi Simon ben Yochai, a second-cen-
tury Talmudic sage who was famed 
and revered for his mystical insights, is 
impressed by the role that the elders of 
the community, men of great age, play, 
not only in this verse, but throughout the 
Torah. He comments:

We find that the Holy One Blessed be He 
bestowed the honor upon the elderly very 
frequently.

At the burning bush: “Go and gather the 
elders of Israel;”

In Egypt: “And you and the elders of 
Israel shall approach…;”

At Sinai: “Go up to the Lord, you…and 
seventy of the elders of Israel;”

In the desert, “Gather unto me seventy 
men from among the elders of Israel;”

At the tent of meeting, “Moses called 
upon…the elders of Israel;”

And in the messianic future the Holy 
One will again bestow honor upon the 
elderly, as it is written (Isaiah 24:23), “The 
moon will be embarrassed and the sun 
ashamed, for the Lord of Hosts will Him-
self reign upon Mount Zion and Jerusalem, 
and His elders will be granted honor.” 
(Midrash Rabbah Leviticus 11:8)

Rabbi Simon ben Yochai is emphasiz-
ing something which is fundamental to 
Judaism. Not only are the elderly granted 
kavod or respect, they also must be taken 
seriously. They represent an indispens-
able resource for the community and its 
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leadership.
The important role of age in our history 

has its roots in its very beginning. The Tal-
mud (Bava Metzia 87a) makes a remark 
which many have found strange. “Before 
Abraham age did not exist.” This does not 
mean that there were no old people before 
Father Abraham, nor does it mean that peo-
ple got older but did not show signs of age.

One of my revered teachers, Rabbi Nisan 
Telushkin of blessed memory, whom I 
knew in his advanced old age, explains 
this passage as follows. Until Abraham, 
the world was materialistic and the pri-
mary activities were the practical ones 
that allowed for physical survival. At that 
time, age was no advantage at all. Quite the 
contrary, what was necessary was the vigor 
and energy of youth.

When Abraham came on the scene, 
things changed. He successfully introduced 
the spiritual dimension to mankind. In this 
realm the skills of youth were no longer 
the only skills necessary. To the extent that 
mankind became more spiritual, the skills 
of age became more and more important. 
Thus, of course age existed before Abra-
ham. But with his arrival on the scene, the 

advantages of age began to become recog-
nized as crucial. Before Abraham, age was 
simply not a vital and necessary part of the 
human community. He was the first “old 
man,” because he was the first person of 
age to be revered as an integral and essen-
tial part of the leadership of the human 
community.

It has been said that contemporary West-
ern civilization can be characterized as a 
youth culture. Judaism objects to such a 
culture. It insists that there is a role for the 
elders, and it is not just a marginal role. 
This lesson is so basic to our faith that it 
can be traced back to our very beginnings 
in the life of Abraham.

It is so basic that the elderly are placed 
front and center in the Torah’s account of 
our national beginnings, as Rabbi Simon 
ben Yochai pointed out in the Midrashic 
passage cited above.

It is so basic that it deserves to be reit-
erated again and again. It is why I chose 
this theme for Shemini, which is read close 
to the beginning of spring. If, in spring, a 
young man’s fancy turns to love, then, in 
spring, an older man’s fancy turns to wis-
dom and accomplishment. 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“And Aaron lifted up his hands towards the people and blessed them.” (9:22)
וישא אהרן את ידו (ידיו) אל העם ויברכם

In the parsha Aaron blessed the people of Israel immediately upon finishing the service of the offering.
Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch asks what is the connection between these two acts? Furthermore, the 

word used for hands is spelled without a “yud” – ידו.
He suggests that the priestly blessing is not a separate deed in and of itself. The blessing is ineffective if 

performed alone. Only when offerings are brought by the people of Israel as a unit then does the Priestly 
Benediction take effect. In addition, no power was invested in the hands of the Kohanim. “His hands”, in the 
verse, are missing the letter “yud” to signify that the blessing is coming directly from G-d, not from the Kohen.

Shabbat Shalom
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MIDEI CHODESH
B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

The Road to 
“Jewishness”

The Month of Nissan is soon upon us…. 
and, with its arrival, we look forward to the 
yearly story of our nation’s birth. 

To mark the occasion, I’d ask you to con-
sider the first step of someone who wants 
to join Jewish nation; the halachically-man-
dated entry point for a potential convert. 
For I believe that the convert’s first step has 
much to teach us about our own journey.

In the Tractate of Yevamot, the Babylonian 
Talmud declares:

“[If a prospective] proselyte comes to 
convert in the present era, we say to him: 
‘What did you perceive that prompted you 
to come? Do you not know that Israel (i.e., 
the Jewish people) is, in this day, afflicted, 

oppressed, downtrodden and harassed- and 
that hardships are frequently visited upon 
them?’ 

If the individual responds: ‘I know, and I 
am not even worthy [to share in their hard-
ships],’ we accept him immediately [as a 
potential convert worthy of education].”

Only after this interchange has taken 
place, continues the Talmud, do we begin 
to teach the candidate about the enormous 
responsibilities inherent in the halachic 
code.

What prompts the scholars of the Tal-
mud to suggest this particular response to a 
potential convert?

Why begin the encounter with discourage-
ment? And, why this particular dissuasion, 
focusing on the historical travails of the Jew-
ish people?

Before addressing these questions, we 
should correct a widespread misconcep-
tion concerning the Jewish attitude towards 
conversion.

Jewish tradition does not view conversion 
to Judaism negatively.

In fact, the opposite is true. Righteous con-
verts are meant to be held in high esteem. 

Three times daily, we recite in the week-
day amida: “Upon the righteous, the pious, 
the elders of your people the house of Israel, 
the remnant of their scholars, the righteous 
converts, and upon us, may your compas-
sion be aroused…” Clearly, this blessing 
places the convert in rarefied company, 

With great sadness  
we inform you of  the passing 

of  our beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, and great-grandfather
Rabbi Dr. Jerry Hochbaum z"l

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.
May he be a meilitz yosher for all of 

us and for Klal Yisrael.
Gilda Hochbaum and daughters  

Rivka Reena Maltz, Chana Tova Scharlat,  
and Ziona Greenwald
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indicating the respect deserved by someone 
who is a “Jew by choice.”

Our initial hesitancy towards a potential 
convert is not a reflection of a negative bias 
towards conversion, but stems instead from 
two important facts:

Judaism does not maintain that you must 
be Jewish to be righteous. 

Properly understood, Judaism is the most 
tolerant of religions. Unlike other faith tra-
ditions, Judaism accepts the existence of 
different paths towards God. The very exis-
tence within halacha of the seven Noachide 
laws; seven basic, moral principles incum-
bent upon the nations of the world; is proof 
of this truth. 

Our response to the potential convert is 
thus designed to give aspirants pause. 

You need not take this step; we counsel the 
individual. While we are deeply confident in 
the meaningfulness of our tradition and law, 
it may not be right for you. And, from our per-
spective, that is just fine. For we believe that 
you can be righteous while remaining outside 
of our faith tradition.

Judaism demands seriousness of intent 
from a potential convert. 

Conversion to Judaism is far from a pro 
forma process. If one wishes to become Jew-
ish, he/she must accept the obligations that 
such joining entails. 

We initially discourage the potential con-
vert in order to underscore the seriousness 
of the step about to be taken.

Our questions, however, are now deep-
ened. Why does the Talmud mandate 
discouragement based on the persecution 
of the Jewish People? Given the reasons 
for our hesitancy, wouldn’t it make more 
sense to instead stress the daunting halachic 
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obligations the convert will be required to 
accept? 

Upon consideration, the rabbinic ratio-
nale for the convert’s first steps towards 
“Jewishness” becomes clear. The convert’s 
journey is meant to mirror our own.

The Jewish Nation was born through two 
distinct, yet interrelated, events. Obvious 
proof of this fact lies in the calendar jour-
ney before us. 

Pesach precedes Shavuot…The Exodus pre-
cedes Revelation.

Before an individual could arrive at Sinai, 
he/she had to be willing to first leave Egypt, 
to throw his/her lot in with a fledgling nation 
traveling into the unknown. This was far 
from an easy step. The Rabbis, in fact, main-
tain that only one-sixth of the Jewish people 
actually left Egypt at the time of the Exodus. 
The narrative before us is not a fairy tale, the 
Rabbis declare. Leaving “the known” for the 
“unknown,” even when the reality you know 
is oppressive bondage, requires faith and 
courage.

The first step towards Jewishness, we 
inform the potential convert, is the first step 
our ancestors took centuries ago…conscious 
affiliation with the Jewish people. Only if you 
are willing to be part of this people, in good 
times and bad, only if you are willing to 
share in its sorrows as well as its victories, 
can you begin your journey towards becom-
ing a Jew.

A personal experience underscores the 
wisdom of the sages….

A number of years ago, during my first 
rabbinic tenure in Potomac, Maryland, I 
taught a young woman in preparation for 
her possible conversion. While she seemed 
sincere enough, something just didn’t sit 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger
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right. Try as I might, however, I could not 
put my finger on the problem. Something 
was awry, but I couldn’t tell what…

Suddenly, one evening, she called me on 
the phone in tears. 

After almost five decades, her words 
remain as clear to me as if they were spo-
ken yesterday. 

“I just saw a television program on the Holo-
caust,” she said, “I could never become part of 
a people that the world could do that to.”

And with this realization, she broke off 
her pursuit of a conversion.

It was then, early on in my rabbinic 
career, that I realized the wisdom of the 
rabbis in their approach to conversion. The 
first step towards Jewishness is affiliation 
with the Jewish people. To become a Jew, the 
convert must be someone who would rather 
be “part of a people that the world could that 
to” than “part of a world that could do that 
to a people.”

At this time of the year, we renew our 
affiliation with our people and its destiny. 
We look back across the centuries and 
we realize that our first steps out of Egypt 
launched a people’s story in which we can 
take deserved pride. Against all odds, we 
have not only survived but have preserved 
a wondrous heritage and presented a moral 
code towards which the entire world can 
aspire. Battered and bruised, but with our 
heads held high, we are proud to be part of 
HaShem’s chosen nation, a people with a 
record that can indeed serve as a “light unto 
the nations.” 
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Fire: Holy  
and Unholy

The shock is immense. For several weeks 
and many chapters – the longest prelude in 
the Torah – we have read of the prepara-
tions for the moment at which God would 
bring His Presence to rest in the midst of 
the people. Five parshiyot (Terumah, Tet-
zaveh, Ki Tissa, Vayakhel and Pekudei) 
describe the instructions for building the 
Sanctuary. Two further parshiyot (Vayikra, 

Tzav) detail the sacrificial offerings to be 
brought there. All is now ready. For seven 
days the Priests (Aaron and his sons) have 
been consecrated into office. Now comes 
the eighth day when the service of the 
Mishkan will begin.

The entire people have played their part 
in constructing what will become the visi-
ble home of the Divine Presence on Earth. 
With a simple, moving verse the drama 
reaches its climax: 

“Moses and Aaron went into the Tent 
of Meeting and when they came out, they 
blessed the people. God’s glory was then 
revealed to all the people.” (Lev. 9:23)

Just as we think the narrative has reached 
closure, a terrifying scene takes place:

Aaron’s sons, Nadav and Avihu, took 
their censers, put fire into them and added 
incense; and they offered unauthorised fire 
before God, which He had not instructed 
them to offer. Fire came forth from before 
God, and it consumed them so that they 
died before God. Moses then said to Aaron: 
“This is what God spoke of when He said: 
Among those who approach Me, I will show 
Myself holy; in the sight of all the people I 
will be honoured.” (Lev. 10:1-3)

Celebration turned to tragedy with the 
death of Aaron’s two eldest sons. The 
Sages and commentators offer many 
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עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
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explanations. Nadav and Avihu died 
because: they entered the holy of holies;1 
they were not wearing the requisite 
clothes;2 they took fire from the kitchen, 
not the altar;3 they did not consult Moses 
and Aaron;4 nor did they consult one anoth-
er.5 According to some they were guilty of 
hubris. They were impatient to assume 
leadership roles themselves;6 and they did 
not marry, considering themselves above 
such things.7 Yet others see their deaths 
as delayed punishment for an earlier sin, 
when, at Mount Sinai they “ate and drank” 
in the Presence of God (Ex. 24:9-11).

These interpretations represent close 
readings of the four places in the Torah 
which Nadav and Avihu’s death is men-
tioned (Lev. 10:2, Lev. 16:1, Num. 3:4, 
Num. 26:61), as well as the reference to 
their presence on Mount Sinai. Each is 
a profound meditation on the dangers 

1  Midrash Tanchuma (Buber), parshat 
Acharei Mot 7.
2  Leviticus Rabbah 20:9. 
3  Midrash Tanchuma, ad loc.
4  Yalkut Shimoni, I:524.  
5  Midrash Tanchuma, ad loc. 
6  Aggadah (Buber), Vayikra 10.
7  Leviticus Rabbah 20:10.
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of over-enthusiasm in the religious life. 
However, the simplest explanation is the 
one explicit in the Torah itself. Nadav and 
Avihu died because they offered unautho-
rised, literally “strange,” fire, meaning “that 
which was not commanded.” To understand 
the significance of this, we must go back to 
first principles and remind ourselves of the 
meaning of kadosh, “holy”, and thus of the 
Mikdash as the home of the holy. 

The holy is that segment of time and space 
God has reserved for His Presence. Creation 
involves concealment. The word olam, uni-
verse, is semantically linked to the word 
ne’elam, “hidden”. To give humankind some 
of His own creative powers – the use of lan-
guage to think, communicate, understand, 
imagine alternative futures and choose 
between them – God must do more than 
create Homo sapiens. He must efface Him-
self (what the Kabbalists called tzimtzum) 
to create space for human action. No single 
act more profoundly indicates the love and 
generosity implicit in creation. God as we 
encounter Him in the Torah is like a par-
ent who knows they must hold back, let go, 
refrain from intervening, if their children 
are to become responsible and mature.

But there is a limit. To efface Himself 
entirely would be equivalent to abandoning 

the world, deserting His own children. That, 
God may not and will not do. How then does 
God leave a trace of His Presence on Earth?

The biblical answer is not philosophical. 
A philosophical answer (I am thinking here 
of the mainstream of Western philosophy, 
beginning in antiquity with Plato, in moder-
nity with Descartes) would be one that 
applies universally – i.e., at all times, in all 
places. But there is no answer that applies 
to all times and places. That is why philos-
ophy cannot and never will understand the 
apparent contradiction between Divine cre-
ation and human freewill, or between Divine 
Presence and the empirical world in which 
we reflect, choose and act.

Jewish thought is counter-philosophical. It 
insists that truths are embodied precisely in 
particular times and places. There are holy 
times (the seventh day, seventh month, sev-
enth year, and the end of seven septennial 
cycles, the jubilee). There are holy people 
(the Children of Israel as a whole; within 
them, the Levi’im, and within them the 
Kohanim). And there is holy space (even-
tually, Israel; within that, Jerusalem; within 
that the Temple; in the desert, they were the 
Mishkan, the Holy, and the Holy of Holies).

The holy is that point of time and space in 
which the Presence of God is encountered 

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il
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by tzimtzum – self-renunciation – on the 
part of mankind. Just as God makes space 
for man by an act of self-limitation, so man 
makes space for God by an act of self-limita-
tion. The holy is where God is experienced 
as absolute Presence. Not accidentally but 
essentially, this can only take place through 
the total renunciation of human will and 
initiative. That is not because God does not 
value human will and initiative. To the con-
trary: God has empowered mankind to use 
them to become His “partners in the work 
of creation”.

However, to be true to God’s purposes, 
there must be times and places at which 
humanity experiences the reality of the 
Divine. Those times and places require 
absolute obedience. The most fundamen-
tal mistake – the mistake of Nadav and 
Avihu – is to take the powers that belong to 
man’s encounter with the world, and apply 
them to man’s encounter with the Divine. 
Had Nadav and Avihu used their own ini-
tiative to fight evil and injustice they would 
have been heroes. Because they used their 
own initiative in the arena of the holy, they 
erred. They asserted their own presence in 
the absolute Presence of God. That is a con-
tradiction in terms. That is why they died.

We err if we think of God as capricious, 
jealous, angry: a myth spread by early 
Christianity in an attempt to define itself 
as the religion of love, superseding the 
cruel/harsh/retributive God of the “Old 
Testament”. When the Torah itself uses 
such language it “speaks in the language of 

Mazal Tov to Mazal Tov to 
Binyamin & Nancy Chernofsky  
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

humanity” (Brachot 31a) – that is to say, in 
terms people will understand.

In truth, Tanach is a love story through 
and through – the passionate love of the 
Creator for His creatures that survives 
all the disappointments and betrayals of 
human history. God needs us to encounter 
Him, not because He needs mankind but 
because we need Him. If civilisation is to 
be guided by love, justice, and respect for 
the integrity of creation, there must be 
moments in which we leave the “I” behind 
and encounter the fullness of being in all 
its glory.

That is the function of the holy – the point 
at which “I am” is silent in the overwhelm-
ing presence of “There is”. That is what 
Nadav and Avihu forgot – that to enter holy 
space or time requires ontological humility, 
the total renunciation of human initiative 
and desire.

The significance of this fact cannot be 
over-estimated. When we confuse God’s 
will with our will, we turn the holy – the 
source of life – into something unholy and 
a source of death. The classic example of 
this is “holy war,” jihad, crusade – investing 
imperialism (the desire to rule over other 
people) with the cloak of sanctity as if con-
quest and forced conversion were God’s 

will.
The story of Nadav and Avihu reminds us 

yet again of the warning first spelled out in 
the days of Cain and Abel. The first act of 
worship led to the first murder. Like nuclear 
fission, worship generates power, which 
can be benign but can also be profoundly 
dangerous.

The episode of Nadav and Avihu is writ-
ten in three kinds of fire. First there is the 
fire from Heaven:

Fire came forth from before God and con-
sumed the burnt offering. (Lev. 9:24)

This was the fire of favour, consummating 
the service of the Sanctuary. Then came the 
“unauthorised fire” offered by the two sons.

Aaron’s sons, Nadav and Avihu took their 
censers, put fire in them and added incense; 
and they offered unauthorised fire before 
God, which He had not instructed them [to 
offer]. (Lev. 10:1)

Then there was the counter-fire from 
Heaven:

Fire came forth from before God, and it 
consumed them so that they died before 
God. (Lev. 10:2)

The message is simple and intensely 
serious: Religion is not what the European 
Enlightenment thought it would become: 
mute, marginal and mild. It is fire – and like 
fire, it warms but it also burns. And we are 
the guardians of the flame. 
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As we listen to the prophetic 
words of the navi Yechezkel we 
are rightfully puzzled as to why 

this 36th perek of his sefer was chosen as 
the haftarah for this week. We are puzzled 
not because of the seeming lack of connec-
tion to the Shabbat for, indeed, the subject 
matter of retaining a level of purity in 
our daily lives is certainly germane to the 
theme found in the special maftir. Rather, 
our discomfort might be based upon the 
simple wonder as to why, in these weeks 
leading up to Chag HaPesach, a time of joy 
and celebration, did our Rabbis choose to 
read a chapter that opens with such harsh 
and severe expressions. “Israel has defiled 
their land!”, “I’ve poured my wrath upon 
them”, “I have scattered them among the 
nations and there they have profaned My 
name” – these messages of reproach, seem 
unfitting for this time of year.

Of course, as we continue reading the 
navi’s vision, we are comforted by Hash-
em’s promise to return Israel to her land 
so as to prevent her Chillul Hashem among 
the nations, but I would submit that, given 
the fact that we recite this haftarah during 
the pre-Pesach season, our Rabbis could 
have simply begun Yechezkel’s words with 
the promise of a shining future rather than 
including the difficult six-versed introduc-
tion as they did.

In perusing through the meforshim 
to reveal some different approaches in 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

understanding these psukim, I came 
across a unique explanation of Rav S.R. 
Hirsch. Rav Hirsch refers to this perek as 
a “glorious chapter” that proclaims the 
“complete freedom of will in moral mat-
ters”. He explains that Yechezkel taught 
the nation that it is possible to reach the 
heights of purity from the deepest depths 
of moral defilement. The importance of 
these troubling verses of introduction is 
to let once-sinful people realize what they 
can yet achieve despite where they had 
once been. Their mission of becoming 
a “mamlechet Kohanim”, a kingdom of 
kohanim who serve G-d, was still attain-
able! The navi uses their “defiled” past, a 
past that is then followed by the promise 
of a glorious future, as encouragement to 
those who felt that they had lost Hashem’s 
grace and could never repair the sins – the 
defilement - of the past, such people must 
be uplifted by the prophesied future and 
the knowledge the past need not hold them 
back. Rather, as Rav Hirsch expounds, 
Israel, as a nation and as individuals, has 
the “complete freedom of will in moral 
matters” to change their forgettable past 
to the prophesied future. 

Moreover, and perhaps more impor-
tantly, Rav Hirsch insists that the prophet’s 
descriptions of Hashem’s retributions for 
Israel’s sins were not to be understood as 
punishments, per se, but rather as painful 
tools meant to bring the Jew back to his 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library



OU ISRAEL CENTER         29

Torah, back to his G-d. Much as a parent 
with a child, the painful exile and ongoing 
persecutions are not proof of Hashem’s 
abandonment of His chosen people but as 
proof that He still cares and desires their 
return.

When our haftarah is seen in this light 
we can well understand how fitting it is 
to be read before Pesach. The holiday of 
past redemption and future geulah, past 
enslavement and future freedom, past 
defilement in the 49 levels of tum’ah to 
the future taharah of Temple worship, 
fits in well to our haftarah reading this 
week.

It is no wonder why the Ashkenazic min-
hag adds the two final psukim that speak of 
the once-desolate cities filled with people, 
filled on the festivals – a clear reminder of 
the coming Chag of Pesach! 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

The Torah describes three animals that 
have one of the signs of being kosher – they 
chew their cud but are lacking the other 
kosher characteristics.  (Vayikra 11: 4-6)

When referring to a camel the Torah 
states: ופרסה איננו מפריס , its hoof is not split, in 
the present tense. With respect to the sha-
fan (hyrax), the Torah uses the phrase: ופרסה 

 its hoof will not split, in the future ,לא יפריס
tense.  While describing the arneves (hare) 
the Torah dictates: ופרסה לא הפריסה, its hoof 
has not been split, in the past tense. Each 
of these three phrases ends with a common 
statement of טמא הוא לכם – it is tamei (impure) 
to you.  Why does the Torah utilize three 
different tenses when citing similar charac-
teristics in these non-kosher animals?  

Rav Yisrael Salanter derives a beautiful 
lesson from the different tenses used in 
these pesukim.  The Torah is cautioning us 
that before we judge another individual as 
being “tamei” or transgressing, one has to 

understand their past, present and future.  
If one is not familiar with everything about 
the subject or object that he is about to criti-
cize, don’t be so quick to rule that it is tamei. 

Rav Frand in his sefer The Power of a Vort, 
cites a story very much on point.  There was 
a married couple that survived the Holo-
caust and the husband, after observing all 
the horrors, dropped all religious obser-
vance.  The wife was able to retain her faith 
despite the tragedy and pleaded with her 
husband to join her in shul each Shabbos.   
Her husband refused.  After weeks of argu-
ing, the wife begged her husband to just sit 
in the back of the shul and read a newspa-
per to appease her, to which he agreed.  For 
years he would come to shul and read a 
newspaper cover to cover during davening. 

Most people witnessing such a scene 
would likely think to themselves: “what 
nerve, he comes to shul to read a paper!  
Not once did he open a siddur or even wear 

Declaration of Impurity 
Requires an Understanding of 
the Past, Present and Future
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Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.
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a tallis. Such disrespect. He should just stay 
home to read his paper.” To the credit of 
the congregants of this shul, not only didn’t 
they chastise him, they befriended him.  
They invited him to kiddush and sincerely 
greeted him each week.  Within a few years 
he started davening daily at the shul and 
eventually became the president! 

Plenty of people would have been quick to 
pronounce “tamei hu lachem” with respect 
to this individual, not realizing that he was 
not reading the paper as a sign of defiance 
but rather to please his wife despite his own 
disgruntled view of religion after all he had 
experienced during the war. 

This is why the Torah stresses “mafris, yaf-
ris, hifrisa.”  We can never declare anyone or 
anything to be tamei until we fully compre-
hend its past, present and future. 
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Perfected 
Purity

The long-awaited day had finally arrived; 
the eighth day of miluim, the day the Mish-
kan was consecrated and set up. Moshe 
Rabbeinu tells his brother Aharon HaCo-
hen, “approach the altar,” (Vayikra 9:7) to 
perform the sacrifices. Chazal teach us that 
Moshe Rabbeinu had to coax his brother 
since Aharon was reticent to do the service. 
What was Aharon’s fear? Chazal explain 
that the altar reminded Aharon of the 
golden calf, and he felt embarrassed and 
unworthy of this exalted position. It was 
therefore necessary for Moshe Rabbeinu 
to reassure Aharon that it was specifically 
because of his humility that he was chosen 
for this job. Let us see some lessons that we 
can extract from this curious exchange.

The Ramban notes that Aharon’s involve-
ment in the sin of the golden calf was the 

only sin that Aharon had ever really com-
mitted. Because it was so embedded in 
his mind, the altar took the form of a calf. 
Aharon was then filled with shame and felt 
undeserving to serve Hashem. Moshe Rab-
beinu assured him that Hashem had not 
only forgiven his sin, but it is this quality of 
busha, shame and remorse, that allows one 
to receive forgiveness. 

 Rav Yehudah Leib Chasman learns a pow-
erful lesson from this passage. Aharon’s 
sin in this affair was negligible, yet he was 
filled with such remorse that it was diffi-
cult for him to offer his sacrifices. We on 
the other hand, sin with intent and passion 
all the time. Where is our shame and trep-
idation to approach Hashem in our tefillot 
that take the place of sacrifices? Should we 
not also be filled with fear that the sins we 
have done may hinder our tefillot from 
ascending Above? Rav Chasman advises to 
take inspiration from a tight rope walker, 
whose every move is weighed with focus 
and determination. Likewise, we need to 
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live with the awareness of shiviti Hashem 
lenegdi tamid; consistent consciousness of 
living in Hashem’s Presence. Thus, one will 
be keenly aware when he has sinned and 
what he needs to do to rectify his actions.

Rav Zaidel Epstein in Sefer He’arot adds 
a further dimension. Cognizance of close-
ness to Hashem enables one who sins to 
return to Hashem in a state of teshuvah. 
As in a spiral, one’s reconnection with 
Hashem reaches higher level and is filled 
with simchah. When one sins yet realizes 
that Hashem is so close, he is buoyed and 
encouraged to invest even more in the 
relationship. 

Parashat Parah encapsulates this 
dynamic. Although we don’t have a Parah 
Adumah today, reading the portion gener-
ates purity and a spirit of teshuvah within 
us. This Shabbat we can feel rejuvenated 
with a spiritual cleanliness and allow this 
to inspire us to higher levels of closeness to 
Hashem. 

NEW BOUTIQUE LUXURIOUS PROJECT IN BAKA! on 
Reuven St., only 8 apartments for sale!! Be the first ones to 
know about it, NOT YET ON THE MARKET!  Garden apartments, 
spacious apartments 150 to 300 sqm, with succah terraces 
or huge private gardens, underground parking, storage- 
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden apartment  
with private entrance, 250 sqm with private garden, parking, 
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartments 
building- MAYA- 054-6650184
Best location in Talbieh, magnificent new penthouse 300 
sqm in an authentic small building, top standard, double 
height ceilings, 7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private 
roof terrace 120 sqm, panoramic views, private elevator, 
private parking- DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Prime location in Rechavia, Residential building for sale, 
650 sqm built today as 4 apartments, on a plot of 620 sqm, 
additional building rights to 1,000 sqm, pool. FOR SERIOUS 
BUYERS ONLY- DEBORAH- 0544-804767 
Amazing apartment in Talbieh, close to the Theater, 190 
sqm on one level, 30 sqm terrace, shabbat elevator, parking, 
completely renovated at top standards- MAYA – 054-6650184
Unique opportunity! Empty plot of 450 sqm in the 
German Colony, on Yeoash St., possibility to build private 
house or a 2-family house of 550 sqm, private swimming 
pool and large garden, building permit in 6 months-  
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Rechavia- Totally renovated 240 sqm apartment, boutique 
building, very bright, succah terraces, chabbat elevator, 
parking. DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Old Katamon, on a quiet lane, In a new project under 
construction, apartment 200 sqm apartment + 53 
sqm succah terraces, parking, storage, attractive price!!  
MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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Washington 2, cor. King David 26
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Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  

2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  
in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 

רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל
and Rosi & Ernest Strauss

לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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Full 
Immersion

The heilige Ribnitzer Rebbe, Reb Chaim 
Zanvil Abramowitz, zy’a, was an extraor-
dinary tzadik and a legendary baal 
avodah, whose sacrifice for Yidishkeit and 
holiness engulfed all the different places 
he lived — Russia, Romania, Eretz Yisrael, 
Los Angeles and Monsey — bringing down 
blessings for petitioners across the globe. 
Describing the Ribnitzer’s  righteousness, 
Reb Shlomo Freifeld, zt’l, Rosh Yeshivah 
of Shor Yoshuv, said meeting him was like 
meeting a tzadik from the days of the Baal 
Shem Tov.

The Ribnitzer was known for his other 
worldly ascetic ways, fasting often and ded-
icated with mesirus nefesh to taharah, ritual 
purity. One Motzaei Shabbos while on a 
mid-winter trip to Eretz Yisrael, the Rebbe 
expressed his desire to toivel, to immerse in 
the mivkah. However, he was suffering from 
a bad cold, it was raining and late at night, 
and the nearest mivkah was a considerable 
distance away. Acknowledging the physical 
circumstances, yet determined to attain the 
highest levels of purity, he instructed the 
small group of chassidim accompanying 
him to stand together, hold hands and form 
a tight circle. He then entered the human 
ring and proceeded to crouch down then 

rise up several times, ‘immersing himself’ 
in their midst. The Rebbe finally recited 
the words Mikveh Yisrael Hashem (Mish-
nah Yoma, 8:9), literally “The hope of Israel 
is Hashem,” and interpreted in different 
ways, including “Hashem longs for His 
children,” “HaKadosh Baruch Hu purifies 
Yisrael,” and Mikveh Yisrael, “a mikveh of 
Yidden”.... 

Having immersed in the luminous pool 
of pure Jewish souls, the Ribnitzer was joy-
ous, and ready to continue on his way.

Our sedra addresses an array of elements 
required to live a life of holiness, includ-
ing the uplifting and restorative power of 
a mikvah. The name and opening of our 
sedra refers to the consecration of the 
Mishkan — itself an experience represent-
ing tikun and spiritual rejuvenation:

Vayehi bayom ha-shemini…, “On the 
eighth day” following seven days of inau-
guration of the Mishkan, Aharon haKohein 
and his sons begin to offer Korbanos, and 
the Shechinah, the Divine Presence dwelled 
in the Sanctuary….
ֶאת־ָהָעם  ַוְיָבֲרכּו  ַויְֵּצאּו  מוֵֹעד  אֶֹהל  ֶאל  ְוַאֲהרֹן  ה  משֶׁ ַויָּבֹא 

ל ָהָעם: ַויֵָּרא ְכבוֹד ה׳ ֶאל כָּ

And Moshe and Aharon went into the 
Ohel Moed, then came out and blessed the 
people, and the Glory of Hashem appeared 
to the Nation.(9:23)

Rashi expands on the particular blessings 
they offered on this most special occasion: 
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 ויצאו ויברכו את העם: אמרו ויהי נועם ה׳ אלקינו עלינו,

 May the“ — יהי רצון שתשרה שכינה במעשה ידיכם
pleasantness of Hashem be upon us; may it 
be God’s will that the Shechinah rest on the 
work of your hands….” 

Rashi explains that throughout all seven 
days of the milu’im, the ceremonial inves-
titures of the Mishkan, Moshe performed 
the avodah, effortfully erecting and then 
dismantling the structure daily. During that 
week, continues Rashi, the Divine Presence 
was not revealed. The painful lack of the 
Shechinah’s presence was ‘humiliating’, 
and the Jews cried out to Moshe:
 כל הטורח שטרחנו, שתשרה שכינה בינינו ונדע שנתכפר 

לנו עון העגל

“All the efforts we have taken were so 
that the Shechinah should dwell among us, 
so that we would know that we have been 
forgiven for the sin of the Golden Calf!” 

Following the shameful episode of Cheit 
haEigel, a perceptual ‘distance’ and a state 
of ‘impurity’ had come between the People 
the Holy One, Blessed is He. Moshe led the 
nation in teshuvah and ascended to the 
upper worlds to petition Hashem in prayer. 
Midrash (Pesikta Rabbasi, 14) tells us that 
there, Moshe found the Ribbono shel Olam 
‘learning’ the parsha of the Parah Adumah: 
Zos chukas haTorah, “This is the law of the 
Torah which transcends logic….” Acknowl-
edging Moshe, Hashem said, Eini osek elah 
b’taharasan shel Yisrael, “My only job is 
dealing with the purification of Israel.” The 
completion of the Mishkan signaled the 

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
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next stage of our peoplehood, the formal 
and public expression that our collective 
teshuvah had been accepted. 

The day of the consecration of the Mish-
kan “was as joyous to the Ribbono Shel 
Olam as the day on which heaven and 
earth were created” (Megillah, 10b). It was 
a day when the K’vod Hashem, the honor 
and glory of God, was once again expressed 
in a revealed way through the Nation of 
Israel. The Divine Presence had ‘returned’, 
and ‘entered’ the Mishkan of Yisrael, 
‘immersing’ as it were, in their midst — ‘In 
the mikveh Yisrael: Hashem.’ And then the 
Ribono shel Olam was joyous and ready to 
‘continue on His way’. 

There is no greater purifying force, no 
other way to ensure blessing or to reveal 
the Shechinah, than Jews coming together 
in teshuvah. On this “Parshas Parah”, may 
we draw down the purifying power of 
Mikveh Yisrael, and together, celebrate the 
consecration of the Temple!

ֵריֶכם ִיְשָׂרֵאל. י ֲעִקיָבא ַאשְׁ ָאַמר ַרבִּ

ֲהִרין ּוִמי ְמַטֵהר ֶאְתֶכם? ם ִמטַּ ִלְפֵני ִמי ַאתֶּ

טהורים  מים  עליכם  וזרקתי  שנאמר,  שבשמיים  אביכם 

וטהרתם.

ואומר מקוה ישראל ה

רּוְך הּוא ְמַטֵהר  דוֹׁש בָּ ֵמִאים ַאף ַהקָּ ְקֶוה ְמַטֵהר ֶאת ַהטְּ ַמה מִּ

ֶאת ִיְשָׂרֵאל .

Rabbi Akiva said: How fortunate are 
you, Israel; before Whom are you purified, 
and Who purifies you? It is your Father in 
Heaven, as it is stated: “And I will sprinkle 
purifying water upon you, and you shall 
be purified” (Yechezkel, 36:25). And it says: 
“The mikveh of Israel is Hashem” (Yirmi-
yahu, 17:13). Just as a ritual bath purifies 
the impure, so too, the Holy One, Blessed 
be He, purifies Israel.  
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When dealing with a negative and overwhelming situation which they have no control over, it’s
common for people to mentally ‘check out.’ Putting the stress to one side and not thinking about
it can be a defense mechanism that is genuinely helpful; it enables them to carry on
functioning, at least in the short term. But that disassociation can also make a person blind to
its effect on their lives, and distort a parent’s understanding of their child’s behavior. 

Truly understanding why a child’s difficult behavior ‘makes sense’ is a crucial first step. It
removes much of the shame, alienation, and false assumptions about how everyone else is
managing, and gives the parent more of the sense of security they need to be able to help their
child move forward. 

Not all children will have reacted in the same way to the pandemic. But late childhood features
particularly intense brain development, and at that age, missing prolonged periods of school
and the chance to focus on learning social rules and norms can have a real impact. When pre-
teens aren’t given the opportunity to carry on developing their skills, whether in math,
gymnastics, or friendship-building, they can fall behind and then lose interest altogether. It is
natural for these children to show signs of distress, to drop out of activities, to feel burnt out
and disengaged from the world.

When parents acknowledge what their child has lost, they can take the steps needed to help
them rebuild. They can use mindfulness to help their child feel grounded, create safe
opportunities to practice social skills, and ask teachers to give extra attention to particular
areas. In some cases, therapy can be enormously helpful.

At the new Merchav L’Noar clinic in central Jerusalem, therapists pinpoint the areas that each
young client needs to work on, in full cooperation with their parents. They use a variety of
games, role play, and problem-solving techniques to help them reframe and cope more easily
with challenging situations. The kupot cholim fully support these efforts and cover the cost of
the sessions.

The brains of children and adolescents are constantly growing and remodeling. Post-Covid, with
the right attention and support from parents, teachers, and in some cases, from therapists,
young people will be able to get back on their academic, social, behavioral, and developmental
tracks. But to do that, first we need to truly recognize just how big a deal this pandemic has
really been for so many of our children.

Hadas Schroeder Rahamim is a clinical and educational psychologist and the clinical supervisor
of Kav L’Noar and Merchav L'Noar, a clinic run in partnership with the Lamerchav Institute.

By: Hadas Schroeder
Rahamim  |  Written
with Abigail SteinhartMinute

Mental Health

Helping children
rebuild after two
years of upheaval

Most of us know that Covid-19 has impacted mental health
worldwide. We’ve read statistics about soaring rates of
depression and anxiety. We’ve struggled ourselves to cope with
juggling caring and professional responsibilities throughout
continual uncertainty and disruption. And yet, when children
display social or behavioral distress, many parents somehow
find themselves forgetting all about the pandemic. 
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רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
• Martha bat Masha

• AFS
• Avraham ben Baila Hinda

 • שלמה בן אסתר 
 • יהונתן בן מחלה

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  
Tuesday afternoons 1:30-3:30
in the OU Israel Center Library
For more details call 02-585-6806

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410
(Entrance with GREEN PASS)
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THE OU ISRAEL CENTER PROUDLY PRESENTS

THE OU ISRAEL INTERGENERATIONAL WOMEN’S CHOIR  

THE DOROT CHOIR  

under the direction of Hadassah Jacob
Enjoy an exhilarating and inspiring evening as the  

acclaimed Dorot Choir celebrates 

“Am Yisrael Chai!”
at the OU Israel Center,  22 Keren Hayesod, Jerusalem

Monday, May 30th - 8:00pm

To reserve a place please call 02 560 9110  
or register online at: www. Ouisrael/events/dorot 2022 

OU Members 30 NIS / Non-members 35 NIS  
Previous Dorot performances sold out quickly.  

Please reserve your place now.
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Sugar  
on Pesach

Various raw foods which do not have any 
kashrut concerns year-round may require 
special supervision for Pesach. The rea-
son being that the prohibition of chametz 
on Pesach is much more stringent than 
other kashrut laws. This stringency can be 
understood in the context of the halacha 
of nullification (bitul). Within the general 
parameters of kashrut, an inadvertent 
mixture of kosher and non-kosher food, 
in which the forbidden food measures 
less than a sixtieth of the entire mixture, 
still remains permissible for consump-
tion. However, chametz on Pesach does 
not follow this principle. Based on Gemara 
Pesachim 30:a, almost all authorities rule 
that any mixture of chametz during Pesach 
is not nullified, even if the chametz consti-
tutes only one part per thousand of the 
mixture. Early authorities give different 
reasons for this stringency (see Rosh on 
Avoda Zara 5:30; Rambam, Chametz Uma-
tza 1:5). This article addresses the kashrut 
of sugar for Pesach based on the produc-
tion process.

Production of sugar 
Processed sugar, also known as sucrose, 

is derived from one of two plants: sugar 
cane or sugar beets. Grown in moist, 

tropical climates, sugar cane is a bam-
boo-like grass which reaches heights of 
10-20 feet. Sugar beets, on the other hand, 
are cultivated in temperate climates, and 
look somewhat like giant turnips. The 
refining methods for the two types are 
similar, with one difference: sugar beets 
are processed in a single sugar factory, 
while sugar cane is processed in two 
facilities- a sugar mill followed by a sugar 
refinery.

The milling and refining process of both 
types of sugar has approximately nine 
stages, which include affination, melting, 
carbonization and granulation. Normally 
during this process, no other additives 
or ingredients are added, except for two 
enzymes: dextranase and alpha amylase. 
Dextranase breaks down the starches 
found in the green part of the plant, 
preventing them from clogging the pro-
duction machines. Alpha amylase is used 
to break down starches and increase the 
sugar yield. Both of these enzymes can be 
manufactured from wheat or wheat-based 
products, which presents a serious poten-
tial kashrut issue as will be explained.

Ma’amid on Pesach
The Rema (447:4) writes that in certain 

cases, chametz that was nullified before 
Pesach (meaning it was less that one sixtieth 
of a mixture) can be eaten on Pesach. How-
ever, in a case where the chametz is a d’var 
hama’amid i.e. an essential component in 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

sustaining or creating the food (some also 
say that a catalyst is a d’var hama’amid), 
poskim rule that even before Pesach the 
chametz is not batel (nullified) and is pro-
hibited for consumption during Pesach 
(see Taz 442:4). An example is cheese that 
was fermented with wheat products. Even 
if such cheese was produced before Pesach 
and the wheat was less than a sixtieth of 
the cheese, it is still prohibited on Pesach 
since the wheat-based fermenting agent is 
a d’var hama’amid.

Sugar enzymes
It has recently come to the attention of 

the OU that the enzymes dextranase and 
alpha amylase, used in the production of 
granulated sugar to help remove starch 
and increase sugar yield, can be made 
from wheat. Although these enzymes 
are used in very small amounts, it must 
be considered whether they are a d’var 
hama’amid, which would render the 
sugar unsuitable for Pesach certification 
(see Mishna Berura 442:26). Some main-
tain that the enzymes are so minute and 
eventually evaporate, leading to no such 
concern. On the other hand, depending 
on the production process, enzymes may 
remain and can serve an integral part 
of the sugar production. Because of this 
uncertainty, OU policy requires any Kasher 
L’Pesach sugar to utilize special Kosher for 
Passover enzymes. Consequently, sugar 
processed using non-Pesach enzymes are 

not eligible to bear the OU-P symbol. In 
Israel, where sugar (and products con-
taining it) might have been processed 
using these chametz-based enzymes, we 
recommend checking for a proper Pesach 
certification on all sugar. 

It should be noted that only granulated 
sugar has this concern. powdered or 
confectioner’s sugar, which comes from 
ground cane sugar mixed with starch to 
prevent it from caking, is not produced 
with these enzymes. Typically, the starch 
from powdered sugar is derived from 
corn, and is therefore kitniyot. (Pesach 
certification would still be required to 
ensure that potato starch is used instead 
of kitniyot.)

Although the OU has changed its policy 
regarding sugar to a more stringent opin-
ion based on this uncertainty, this doubt 
does not extend to the halachic status of 
chametz she’avar alav hapesach (chametz 
that was owned by a Jew during Pesach 
and must be discarded). Thus, sugar that 
may have been processed with chametz 
enzymes is permissible for use immedi-
ately after Pesach, even if it was owned 
by a Jew during Pesach (Sha’ar Hatziun 
442:49). 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432



50     TORAH TIDBITS 1461 / SHEMINI 5782

Our Sedra contains the challenging 
account of the passing of Nadav 
and Avihu, two sons of Aharon, 

who ambitiously brought an offering unto 
Hashem, which they were not instructed to 
bring, and subsequently are struck down by 
fire, and pass away.
ֵאׁ֔ש  ָבֵהן֙  נּ֤ו  ַויִּתְּ ת֗וֹ  ַמְחתָּ ִא֣יׁש  ַוֲאִביהּ֜וא  ָנָד֨ב  י־ַאֲ֠הרֹ֠ן  ְבנֵֽ ְקחּ֣ו  ַויִּ

֧ר לֹ֦א ִצוָּ֖ה  ֥ימּו ָעֶל֖יָה ְקטֶֹ֑רת ַויְַּקִר֜יבּו ִלְפֵנ֤י ה' ֵאׁ֣ש ָזָר֔ה ֲאשֶׁ ַויָּשִׂ

ְפֵנ֥י ה' ַוּתֹ֣אַכל אוָֹת֑ם ַויָֻּמ֖תּו ִלְפֵנ֥י ה'׃ ַוּיֹ֨אֶמר  ֵ֥צא ֵאׁ֛ש ִמלִּ ם׃  ַותֵּ אֹתָֽ

ֵדׁ֔ש ְוַעל־ ְקרַֹב֣י ֶאקָּ ֨ר ה' ׀ ֵלאמֹר֙ בִּ בֶּ ר־דִּ ל־ַאֲהרֹ֗ן הּוא֩ ֲאשֶׁ ֜ה אֶֽ מֹשֶׁ

ן׃׃ ּדֹ֖ם ַאֲהרֹֽ ֵב֑ד ַויִּ ֵנ֥י כׇל־ָהָע֖ם ֶאכָּ פְּ

And Aharon’s sons Nadav and Avihu each 
took his fire pan, placed fire in it, and laid 
incense on it; and they offered before Hashem 
a foreign fire, which had not been instructed 
to them. And fire came forth from Hashem 
and consumed them; thus they died before 
Hashem.  Then Moshe said to Aharon, “This 
is what Hashem said: Through those who 
are close to Me, I shall be sanctified and gain 
glory before all the people.” And Aharon was 
silent...

How should we begin to understand Moshe 
Rabbeinu’s words to his brother, words 
which at first glance seem lacking any senti-
ment of compassion or comfort. How are we 
to understand Aharon’s reaction to Moshe’s 
words? Was Aharon’s silence, and lack of cry-
ing out in anguish, simply the result of shock, 
or is there a deeper message to be learned 
from Aharon’s reaction to the loss of his two 
sons? What is the significance of Hashem’s 
words-B’krovai Ekadeish-Through those who 

are close to me, I shall be sanctified?
According to the Rashbam, the words 

 and Aharon was silent are to be ,וידום אהרן
understood as a powerful expression of 
utter faith. Upon hearing that his sons were 
taken because they were close to Hashem- 
Bekrovai Ekadeish, Aharon remained silent, 
he did not express any sadness, he did not 
weep and did not perform any aspects of 
mourning. The knowledge that their passing 
somehow connoted that they were consid-
ered by Hashem to be close, and that their 
passing was somehow meant to sanctify 
Hashem’s name, was seemingly enough for 
Aharon to refrain from any expression of 
sadness.

I recently read a powerful story told by 
the great rabbinic personality Rav Ephraim 
Oshry zt’l, known for his remarkable 
halachic responsa- Teshuvot Mimaamakim- 
Responsa from the Depths. Rav Oshry, who 
survived the Kovno ghetto, and settled 
on the Lower East Side in New York City, 
where he served as Mara D’Atra of Beis 
Medrash HaGadol, became renowned for his 
responsa both in the midst of the Holocaust, 
as well as in the years immediately following 
the Holocaust, answering countless difficut 
halachic issues with insight and sensitivity. 
Rav Oshry shared this poignant story about 
his wife’s illustrious grandfather, HaRav 
Asher Greensweig, Hy’d,zy’a.

Harav Asher Zelig Greensweig, Hy”d, 
zy’a, was the Mara D’Atra of the Romanian 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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town of Dalha, who became known by 
the name of his sefer, Beit Asher. He was 
a  devoted talmid of the Yetev Lev, Harav 
Yekutiel Yehudah Teitelbaum, zy”a. Rav 
Asher  always kept a special bekeshe with 
him at all times, which he hoped to quickly 
don to greet at any moment, Moshiach Tzid-
keinu. When he and the Jews of Dahla were 
awaiting deportation to Auschwitz, the Rav 
emerged wearing his ‘Moshiach Bekeshe’. 
As his family and community looked on and 
wept, the Tzadik Rav Asher, turned to them 
and said: “ Now is not a time for sadness or to 
weep. Each and every mitzva much be fulfilled 
b’simcha, even the mitzva of giving one’s life al 
Kiddush Hashem...”

Aharon’s silence is not to be misinter-
preted as lacking emotion for the loss of 
his two sons. Rather, it must be seen as an 
acknowledgment of the ratzon Hashem, and 
opportunity that even in this tragic circum-
stance, Aharon finds the strength to move 
forward and to continue to be Mikadeish 
Sheim Shamayim, through his sacred work 
in the Mishkan on behalf of Klal Yisrael.

Yehi Ratzon, may we be blessed to serve 
Hashem at all times b’simcha, and may 
we merit to sanctify Hashem’s name only 
through our actions and accomplishments, 
and not through tragedy and sadness. 
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Rabbi 
Soloveitchik on 
Confronting 
Challenges 

Personal misfortune and suffering can 
be devastating and even traumatic. Rabbi 
Joseph Soloveitchik teaches that Judaism 
does not hide from relating to this reality 
in all its rawness:

“Judaism, with its realistic approach to 
man and his place in the world, understood 
that evil could not be blurred or camou-
flaged, and that any attempt to downplay 
the extent of the contradiction, and frag-
mentation to be found in reality will neither 
endow man with tranquility, nor enable 
him to grasp the existential mystery…who-
ever wishes to delude himself by diverting 
his attention from the deep fissure in real-
ity, by romanticizing human existence, is 
naught but a fool and a fantast.” (Kol Dodi 
Dofek, Ktav Publishing House 1992, p. 53)

Sharing a personal reflection, the Rav 
described a time in his life when he faced 

serious health issues. His feelings of fear 
of loneliness were substantial. “When the 
blow strikes, the first question which pops 
up upon the lips of the sufferer is: Why me? 
Why should I be different from others? 
Why was I selected to explore the valley of 
sorrow? A feeling of envy fills out the heart 
of the afflicted. He envies everybody, pau-
per and prince, young and old. They were 
spared, while I was picked out.” 

“When I eulogized my uncle, Rav Velvel 
Soloveitchik, zt”l, in the auditorium of 
Yeshiva University while knowing of my 
affliction, one nagging thought assailed 
my mind. All these thousands of people 
are healthy and expect to live a long and 
happy life, whereas I am not certain that I 
will be able to accompany my daughter to 
the wedding canopy. While these thoughts 
are passing through one’s mind with the 
speed of lightning, one feels forsaken, for-
lorn and lonely. I am different; I have met 
with a strange destiny. No one else is like 
me.” (Out of the Whirlwind p.133)

The Rav brilliantly illustrated where the 
Torah conveys this distressing notion. It 
appears during the dramatic episode of 
Avraham and the Akeida. When the Sages 
determined the reading for Rosh Hashanah, 

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
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they included not only the section of the 
Akeida but also a seemingly unconnected 
passage that follows. At first glance it seems 
out of place. That paragraph is simply a 
description of Avraham’s family and their 
progeny. The Rav submitted that this pas-
sage is to be read as an extension of the 
crucible of the Akeida. Avraham saw the 
success and happiness among his extended 
family and agonized with the questions, 
“Why not me?” Why was I singled out to 
suffer?” (Dovev Meisharim,  Berzon p.106)

How then does Judaism propose one 
respond when faced with suffering and 
trauma?

In a letter Rabbi Soloveitchik wrote to Dr. 
Dan Vogel, then Dean of Stern College for 
Women, he offers a succinct and powerful 
answer:

“As long the human mind is unable to 
embrace creation in its entirety and to 
gain an insight into the very essence and 
purposeness of being as such, it would 
not succeed in its attempt to resolve the 
dilemma of evil…Therefore, Judaism has 
recommended that the metaphysical 
inquiry be replaced by the halachic ethical 
gesture. Man should not ask why evil? He 
should rather ask the question: “What am I 
supposed to do if confronted with evil; how 
should I behave vis-’a-vis evil. The latter is 
a powerful challenge to man and it is the 
duty of man to meet this challenge boldly 
and courageously.” 

In other words, the philosophical 
answers to why there is suffering can never 
be fully answered. They will always leave 
one wanting. Yet, the Rav posits that the 
halacha has an approach that gives suf-
fering purpose and meaning. To sum up 
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the halachic response to suffering the Rav 
concludes: “In a word, instead of philos-
ophizing about the nature of evil within 
the framework of theodicy, Judaism wants 
man to fight it relentlessly and to convert 
into a constructive force.” (Community, 
Covenant and Commitment, pp. 331-332).

The Rav’s theme of not giving up in the 
face of suffering loss is captured in the fol-
lowing exquisite teaching:  

The Talmud tells the story of Moshe Rab-
beinu at the top of Mount Sinai witnessing 
the Almighty writing a Torah scroll. Moshe 
understood the importance of each word 
and each letter, however, he asked: “What 
is the need for the kotzim on top of the let-
ters’? The Almighty responded by saying 
that one day in the future a great man will 
emerge by the name of Akiva ben Yosef 
and on every kotz and kotz he will build 
mountains and mountains of Halacha. 
(Menachot 29b)

Rabbi Soloveitchik offered an expla-
nation of this passage. Rabbi Akiva lived 
through one of the most traumatic and 
devastating periods in Jewish history. 
The Beit Hamikdash was destroyed. The 
people of Israel were sent into exile. The 
Roman persecutions were horrifying. 
Rabbi Akiva himself was tortured and 

murdered (Berachot 61).
Rabbi Akiva had lost 24,000 students 

(Yevamot 62). But with only five stu-
dents he began to rebuild. The Rav said: 
“With every kotz, every thorn, every nee-
dle, every sharp pain, Rabbi Akiva built 
mountains of Torah learning. He contin-
ued to build the Torah institutions and 
strengthen the nation of Israel. He never 
gave up. (Rabbi YY Jacobson, Facebook 
video in Hebrew)

The Rav is teaching that the Jew remains 
relentlessly optimistic and full of faith 
which can be seen in this inspiring anec-
dote: Rabbi Elan Adler served as one of 
the trusted shameshim to the Rav, spend-
ing time with him in the afternoon’s in his 
apartment at Yeshiva University. On one 
occasion he asked the Rav to explain to him 
a puzzling passage in the Talmud which 
states that on the day of judgment when 
a Jew will stand before the heavenly court 
a list of questions will be asked to assess 
one’s commitment during their lifetime. 
Rabbi Adler said to the Rav, “I understand 
what it means to be asked if I conducted 
business in an honest way, or if I fixed time 
for learning etc. All of these have a quan-
tifiable measure that can be determined. 
But how does one gauge “awaiting the 
redemption?” How does one properly ful-
fill this injunction?’ The Rav thought for a 
moment and said, “It is very simple. When 
things are going badly for someone, when 
a person is facing challenging times, does 
he look up or does he look down? One who 
lives their life with hopefulness and endur-
ing optimism, “looking up,” has fulfilled 
this most noble directive.” (Heard directly 
from my chaver, Rabbi Elan Adler) 
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Parshat 
Parah: The 
Triumph of 
the Illogical

Parshat Parah begins with the iconic 
phrase of התורה חקת    חוקה The term .זאת 
refers to any seminal or foundational con-
cept. For example, the Torah introduces 
the laws of korban pesach with the phrase 
 since this korban lies at the ,זאת חקת הפסח
foundation of Jewish identity. Likewise, 
parah adumah is similarly “foundational” 
as it addresses the impurity of death. Any 
mitzvah which helps us navigate death is 
seminal. 

Additionally, the term חקה refers to a mitz-
vah which is irrational.  Parah adumah is the 
prototype חוק since its logic remains impen-
etrable. Both Moshe and Shlomo failed to 
decipher the inner logic of this mysterious 
practice. No human logic can rationalize 
why burnt ashes of a pure red cow, mixed 
with water, removes the halachik impurity 
of death. Not only is para adumah illogical, 
it is also an enigma. Those who administer 
the process of removing tumah, themselves 
become ritually impure. Parah aduma is a 
dual  “chok” – it is both foundational and 
completely irrational. 

Irrational religion strains the human 
imagination. Naturally, our imaginations 
migrate to those experiences we under-
stand and from which, we easily draw 
meaning. Adhering to irrational mitzvoth 
demands piety and conviction. In his com-
ments to the first verse of ‘parshat parah’ 
in Chukat, Rashi comments that the Satan 
derides this and other irrational mitzvoth. 
Every religious person hears this “inner 
voice” of the Satan which questions the 
function of illogical rituals. 

We never question the meaning of ratio-
nal mitzvoth. It is obvious that without 
charity, respect for law and admiration for 
elders, society will crumble. Mitzvoth of 
chagim strengthen our collective historical 
memory. Moral laws such as the violations 
of murder, theft and false testimony uphold 
the oral integrity of society. 

By contrast, irrational religious rituals 
are often perplexing and demand faith and 
conviction. Knowing that we obey a higher 
Will provides the courage to perform the 
irrational. If anything, adherence to illogi-
cal mitzvoth often feels more reverent and 
subservient. Obedience based on divine 
logic rather than human intuition creates 
greater passion and piety. We all hear the 
gnawing inner voice of Satan which ques-
tions the validity of irrational mitzvoth. 

After mentioning  the derisive voice of 
Satan, Rashi describes a second voice- the 
voice of nations who disparage Jewish 
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religion and ritual. This mocking voice is 
less obvious. Judaism has been mocked for 
centuries, but the scorn has taken on very 
different forms. It isn’t a constant shrill 
but a cacophony of ridicule which changes 
throughout history. 

In the early stages of Jewish religious 
history, it is unlikely that parah adumah 
attracted distinctive ridicule. Most of the 
world was mired in the dark world of 
ancient paganism, witchcraft and black 
magic. Illogic dominated this chaotic world 
of fear and uncertainty. Though Jewish 
rituals weren’t mocked, a different part of 
Jewish religion was challenged- the bold 
notion that one G-d was solely responsible 
for creating our vast world. This concept was 
incomprehensible to the pagan mind and 
elicited disbelief. The world felt too diverse 
and too dichotomous to be attributed to one 
G-d, and to an invisible non-physical one at 
that. We weren’t mocked for a particular 
ritual but rather for our brazen theological 
revolution. 

The mocking will soon end. 
The modern State of Israel is 
slowly turning jeers into cheers

Centuries later, the Roman empire tran-
sitioned humanity from paganism to 
monotheism. An empire which initially 
spoke of an army of mythological gods, ulti-
mately converted to monotheism. Despite 
this transition, Jews still faced ridicule, as 
we appeared to be on the losing side of 
history. Evicted from Yerushalayim and 
persistently subjugated, we were cast as a 
cursed people. As Christianity and Islam 
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quickly spread, Jews wandered the globe, 
downtrodden and occupying the margins 
of society. We were derided as the ‘for-
merly chosen people” who had forfeited its 
favored status and had been replaced by 
other races and other religions. Our denial 
of the “modern prophets” doomed us to 
perfidy. We weren’t just mocked, we were 
despised. 

By the 17th century, the world shifted 
away from mystery and toward reason. 
Science unveiled a world of order, predict-
ability and ration. Knowledge and reason 
replaced ritual. The notion of rational mitz-
voth still resonated, but the world of ritual 
and of irrational mitzvoth was derided as 
ancient and outdated. Sadly, for the first 
time in history the mocking affected the 
Jewish imagination as many Jews aban-
doned their fidelity to classic halacha and 
ritual. The disdain of modern culture for 
the irrational was too much for many Jews 
to bear. Facing centuries of derision, many 
Jews surrendered. 

Ironically, in the post-modern era, we 
face a different form of mockery. The good 
news is that Judaism is no longer being dis-
proportionately scoffed at. The bad news 
is that, in our world of individualism and 
“identitylessness”, religion in general, is 

being disparaged. A religious university 
student once complained to me: “I wish my 
teachers and fellow students would mock 
Judaism. Instead, they mock all religion and 
any article of faith. It is all cast as outdated, 
tribal and irrelevant.” In this environment 
it is even harder to maintain steadfast reli-
gious conviction.  

The mocking will soon end. The modern 
State of Israel is slowly turning jeers into 
cheers. Across the Jewish world, hope and 
faith are being renewed. It may not yet 
express itself religiously, but, one day it will. 
Jewish pride in the state of Israel foreshad-
ows a revival of revitalized religious desire. 

The international world remains divided 
into two. The mockers are increasing the 
volume of their ridicule by assailing the 
moral integrity of Israel and through their 
constant negative caricatures of Jews. On 
the bright side, much of the world no lon-
ger ridicules but admires. They admire both 
how we have survived and the state we are 
fashioning. 

One day everyone will gather in Yerusha-
layim. It will be loud. But the noise won’t be 
a cacophony of ridicule but a symphony of 
song. Loud clapping and universal admira-
tion. It will then be quiet and peaceful. No 
more mocking. 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com
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BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR

A Peek Into 
the Life of a 
Great Man

This is one of the stories that I heard 
about Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky, zt”l:

Rabbi Yehoshua Hartman wrote the 
authoritative commentary on the writ-
ings of the Maharal of Prague. In one of 
his books, the Maharal writes that the 
revival of the dead will begin in Ma’arat 
HaMachpelah (Cave of the Patriarchs ) in 
Hebron. Rabbi Hartman did not find the 
origin of this idea in any of our sources. He 
asked Torah scholars, searched in all the 
many repositories of Torah wisdom, but 
ultimately had to write in a footnote that 
he found no substantiation for this idea 
among our sages.

After a while, he met Rabbi Chaim 
Kanievsky in the street and asked him this 
question: “The Maharal writes that our 
sages say that the revival of the dead will 
begin in the Machpelah Cave. Where is that 
written?”

And then something astonishing hap-
pened. Rabbi Kanievsky continued walking 
with him, while murmuring to himself and 
leaving Rabbi Hartman in silent awe: “In 
the Babylonian Talmud . . . not there. In 
the Jerusalem Talmud . . . not there. In the 

Halachic Mid-
rashim . . . no. 
In the Aggadic 
Midrashim . . 
no.” 

In front of 
his very eyes, 
Rabbi Hart-
man saw Rabbi 
K a n i e v s k y 
review the 
entire Torah in his head, in several seconds, 
like a human Google. His brain scanned 
the complete library of Torah literature 
in rapid fashion, demonstrating masterful 
proficiency and a phenomenal memory. 
Finally Rabbi Kanievsky arrived at the 
requested source: “The holy Zohar . . . yes.” 
He directed a stunned Rabbi Hartman to 
the specific place in the Zohar where, in 
fact, the source of the Maharal’s statement 
was to be found.

Rabbi Kanievsky was called “a walk-
ing Torah scroll” since, in his 94 years, 
he reached rare levels of Torah love and 
devotion in showing us how far a human 
being can go. All of us remember what is 
most important to us. And what was most 
important to him was Torah.

While it is unlikely that we will reach his 
level, it is still possible to take upon our-
selves some of his diligence and dedication 
to Torah study for the sake of his soul’s 
ascent.  
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

Ramban offers an intriguing insight into 
the possibilities:

The honor was bestowed on Aharon to 
enhance his lowered prestige in the after-
math of the Golden Calf;

Moshe indicated that Aharon and those 
assembled collectively convey the com-
mandments to the people concerning a 
plethora of sacrifices. As such, all the leaders 
would have equal standing in the mission; 
and Moshe instructed Aharon and the 
elders independently about what specific 
tasks each individual would undertake.

Clearly, in his commentary, Ramban dis-
played a royal sensibility to public office 
because whatever option we might consider 
operative, we have before us “Course 101” 
in Leadership.

First, Moshe does not draw attention to 
himself; rather, he empowers his nervous 
brother to undertake his elevated role in the 
Mishkan. (Moreover, he further establishes 
that Aharon’s preeminent position was not 
based on nepotism.) 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

Who Gets  
the Honors?

Have you ever planned a major public 
event? The chairman is primed, organiz-
ers are working frantically, honorees are 
chosen, and soon, the crowd will be surg-
ing! What anticipation! What underlying 
tension! And who will be in the public eye? 
Who will get recognition? Will the event be 
successful? 

In our Parsha, the stage is set for the con-
secration of the Mishkan. And Aharon and 
his sons, after seven days of waiting for their 
inauguration, are now ready to perform 
their sacrificial rites in the Mishkan. 

The Torah records that on the eighth 
day, Moshe summoned Aharon and his 
sons – and the elders of Israel – and com-
manded Aharon to prepare his Sin and Olah 
offerings, respectively. And then:- “To Bnei 
Yisrael, you shall speak as follows…” (Vay-
ikra 9:3).

Chazal note that this verse does not spec-
ify who exactly was supposed to speak to the 
people about the upcoming offerings pre-
ceding the appearance of Hashem’s glory.   
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Second, the elders, who have no immedi-
ate stake in the sacrificial service, are not 
left out. On the contrary, they are brought 
into the inauguration ceremony. They are 
not only observers but also willing, active 
players.

Third, everyone present has a particu-
lar task and role in transmitting Hashem’s 
word to the people. The Kohanim and the 
elders are evidently very successful because, 
although not bidden to do so, the people 
throng forward to witness the upcoming 
awesome event.

Aha! If only our leaders today could 
imbibe but a few of the Torah’s leadership 
lessons, how content would be both their 
partners and society at large.  

Shabbat Shalom!

Learn. Grow. Join the fun!

Eretz

Yisrael!

is coming to
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Dear R.A.
As parents we want to 

know what’s going on in our 
children’s daily lives. As they 
grow, however, they may 

choose to be very selective about what they 
share. Again, this is a show of their develop-
ing independence. Although we can’t force 
our children to talk or share with us, we 
can provide an atmosphere in the house 
which encourages communication. This 
means being open, ready to listen, not judg-
mental, and avoiding intrusive questions 
which tend to shut down conversations. 

Regarding communication, a teen may 
choose to communicate on their own terms 
meaning at a certain time of day, usually 
very late at night. Then you have the choice 

to be available when they are open to com-
municating. They also may be better at 
communicating over text. They have more 
control over when and what they want to 
answer.

You can also focus on developing other 
aspects of your relationship to create that 
closeness.

Two main ways to do this is by giving 
your teenager time and food! Yes, bonding 
over food works wonders. This means set-
ting aside time to go out to eat with your 
child. The point is to develop the relation-
ship, enjoy time together and eat. This does 
not have to be a time when you ask your 
child a million questions. Spending time 
together provides a natural setting to bond 
and share. 

In addition to sparce conversation, many 
teens retreat their room for hours. If your 
son tends to spend many hours in his room, 
you can prepare food that your child likes 
and put it outside his bedroom door and 
tell him you made him a little surprise. For 
example, if your child loves a fresh salad, 
you can prepare him a salad. I’m not refer-
ring to treats or presents, although there’s 
no problem with an occasional treat. These 
little “surprises” go a long way and make 
the child feel like he’s being seen and 
connected to without having to engage in 
conversation.

A final suggestion is to try to enter his 
world- take time to take interest in what 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU parenting,
How do I get my 15 year old son 

to speak more than two words to 
me? - R.A.



OU ISRAEL CENTER         65

interests him. If it’s a computer game or 
sports team, ask how the game works or 
about the players on the team. Again, it’s 
a good way to connect and provides other 
topics you can discuss. 

If your child is really shutting down all 
conversation, your child may be struggling 
with something or in emotional distress. 
It may be something he isn’t comfortable 
sharing and is trying to navigate on his 
own, or there could be an issue with the 
parent/child relationship that needs to be 
addressed. Aside from being available to 
talk and taking interest, you may want to 
ask your son directly if there’s something 
he’s struggling with and reassure him that 
you are there to help him in any way.

Although it can be very frustrating when 
a teenager doesn’t talk, it’s better to accept 
his manner of communication right now 
rather than fight it. If he’s not being actively 
disrespectful, try developing some other 
parts of your relationship and get to know 
him in other ways. Be’hatzlacha! 

Feel free to send in any parenting  
questions you may have to  
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).

Michal Silverstein has a MS in educational 
psychology and counseling. She facilitates 
parenting workshops in and around Jerusa-
lem and maintains a private practice.

FOR SALE
TOWNHOUSE NEXT TO PARK HAMESILA

216 M ON FOUR LEVELS
PRIVATE GARDEN AND PARKING

6 BDRMS, 4 BATHS
QUIET, OFF STREET
FOR RENOVATION

NIS 7,300,000

 MAAGALEI YAVNE ST GARDEN APT 
NEXT TO PARK HAMESILA

97 M GROUND FLOOR 
PRIVATE EXIT TO LARGE GARDEN IN USE 

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE, WELL-MAINTAINED
PINUI BINUI IN PLANNING PROCESS (FUTURE 

APT WILL BE APPROX. 150 M)
NIS 3,400,000

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

5782). We note that the gemara’s case is 
not brought as an example of mesachek 
b’kubiya in Choshen Mishpat. Yet, it is still 
relevant here, because this kubiya-like 
behavior is considered a form of monetary 
deal making, which is itself a reason for a 
Shabbat prohibition (see Maharil, Shabbat 
32; Rama, OC 338:5; Mishna Berura 322:22). 
We also will not deal with the issue of giv-
ing presents on Shabbat because of the 
prohibition of acquisitions (see Mishna 
Berura 323:1). This is quite solvable (see 
ibid. 306:33; Living the Halachic Process II, 
C-17).

Based on the classical sources, it appears 
that almost all lotteries/raffles are for-
bidden on Shabbat (as Shemirat Shabbat 
K’hilchata 16:47 writes). On the other hand, 
many youth groups, held under religious 
auspices on Shabbat, regularly raffle off 
prizes. We try to justify practices of obser-
vant Jews, especially well-intentioned ones 
done by knowledgeable people. We will 
look for leniency both on the basis of less 
reason to forbid and based on need for 
leniency. 

Can we claim that the prizes given out 
are not the type that are measured, thereby 
removing a major problem? The poskim 

Raffle on 
Shabbat

Question: May one hold a raffle on 
Shabbat? 

Answer: The mishna (Shabbat 148b) 
allows using a lottery on Shabbat to give 
out food servings to household members, 
as long as it is not to give the “winners” 
bigger pieces than the “losers.” The 
gemara (ibid. 149a) permits lotteries only 
within the household because others are 
assumed to care about their portion’s size, 
raising problems of measuring/weighing. 
The gemara continues that regarding dif-
ferent sized pieces, a lottery is forbidden 
even during the week because of kubiya 
(gambling). Some add Shabbat concerns 
of shitrei hedyodot (mundane documents) 
and that one might write (Sefer Hachayim 
[Kluger] 326:6). The Shulchan Aruch 
(Orach Chayim 322:6) codifies the gemara, 
mentioning the concerns of measuring and 
gambling.   

We will not explain here why we assume 
that lotteries/raffles are not a problem of 
gambling (see our column, Vayeishev 
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

(see Magen Avraham below) assume that 
the prohibition applies even to things 
that are not measured (see Avnei Yashfei 
III:42). Can we argue that youth groups 
are like families, where people do not 
make an issue of what they received? That 
claim is overly optimistic from practical 
and halachic perspectives. Even within 
the household, most Rishonim only per-
mit a lottery of same-sized portions (see 
Beit Yosef, OC 322). It may also not apply 
to cases where the prize provider is giving 
his own property, in a way that he may do 
what he wants (Mishna Berura 322:22); this 
is usually not the case at youth groups. 

The Magen Avraham (322:9) permits a 
lottery to determine who will get an aliya. 
His source is the lotteries held in the Beit 
Hamikdash on Shabbat and/or Yom Kippur. 
Most say this leniency requires a combina-
tion of both the fact that no object is being 
given out and that it is a matter of mitzva 
(Shvut Yaakov III:24; Kt’zot Hashulchan 
146:32; Shevet Halevi IX:78). Some permit 

non-object lotteries even without a mitzva 
(Be’ur Halacha to 322:6). The Magen Avra-
ham does not allow a lottery just on the 
basis of mitzva (e.g., as one can claim for 
religious youth groups). Whereas we find 
allowances for business-like activity for 
mitzva needs in auctioning off aliyot with 
the proceeds going to the shul or giving 
presents for mitzva purposes (see Magen 
Avraham 306:15), that is not the case for 
raffling off objects. 

We are not prepared to declare as 
clearly forbidden something that is done 
in religious contexts and many rabbanim 
allow to occur (see also Shevet Halevi ibid. 
stopping short of outright forbidding it). 
However, we have failed to find a way to 
justify it. There are some alternatives. Con-
temporary poskim are known to disagree 
on whether one may give out raffle tickets 
on Shabbat and have a drawing after Shab-
bat (although it is unclear why the tickets 
are not muktzeh if it is forbidden to do the 
drawing on Shabbat). Raffling off mitzva 
honors would seem fine. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

 CHESED FUND
"Kimcha D'pischa"  

For the Needy: Now is the time!
Please send checks to:

“CHESED YITZCHAK VESHAINDEL”
c/o Menachem Persoff

POB 36156 Romema Jerusalem
Bank Transfer? Contact Menachem

menpmp@gmail.com - 050-570-1067
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Many Israelis have a yard or garden that 
is tended to by a gardener. This is true for 
private home gardens and for apartment 
buildings that have an entrance to the 
building with bushes, flowers, ornamental 
trees, and sometimes even roses.

If you live in a building, find out if the 
gardener hired by the head of the Home 
Owners’ Association (HOA) follows the 
laws of shemitah when tending to the gar-
den. This is because the land is yours and 
the gardener works as your agent, paid by 
your money. Non-Jewish gardeners may 
not perform forbidden agricultural work 
in land owned by a Jew. Even if some of 
the residents of the building are not Jewish, 
the garden is still shared, so shemitah laws 
must be observed.

Pamphlet for gardeners, published by 
Torah VeHa’aretz Institute

Religious residents should try to con-
vince the head of the HOA to instruct the 
gardener to observe shemitah laws. Torah 
VeHa’aretz Institute published a detailed 
guide for gardeners on the laws of shemitah 
and held courses for shemitah-observant 
gardeners. Technically, it is possible to hire 

a non-religious or non-Jewish gardener or 
one who is not versed in shemitah laws and 
explain what is permitted and forbidden to 
do in the garden. Practically, though, this 
is often complicated and it is highly rec-
ommended to instead hire a gardener who 
studied the topic thoroughly and is person-
ally committed to shemitah observance.   
While farmers have solutions of heter 
mechirah, otzar beit din, and the option of 
receiving support from Keren Hashvi’it, 
this is not true for gardeners. For this 
reason, too, it is best to hire a religious 
gardener and support him during the 
shemitah year.  

• List of gardeners (Hebrew) who 
completed the course by the 
Torah VeHa’aretz Institute:  
https://www.toraland.org.il/88258

• Laws of shemitah for gardeners 
in Hebrew: https://www.toraland.
org.il/shmita/שמיטה-גן-הנוי/
In English: https://en.toraland.org.
il/beit-midrash/articles/shemitah/
shemitah-in-the-garden/profession-
al-guide-preparing-ornamental-gar-
dens-for-the-shemitah-year/ 

Should We Hire  
Religious Gardeners  
During The Shemitah Year?
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THE ISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY
Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!
n Install the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones
     (Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
n Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
n We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
n Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
n Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

CONTACT BENJY SINGER: 
benjysinger@israelb.org or 
053-285-1526

Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us 
on Twitter (@IsraelBayit) and join our Facebook 
Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org)

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more! 
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Donate to United Hatzalah 
and support our medical care, 
humanitarian aid and �ights 
for refugees to Israel.

Want to help
Ukrainian Refugees 
but don't know how? 

Visit https://israelrescue.org/ukraineemergency to donate
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Yaakov Lubetski
10th Grade, Efrat
The Fire Within

 One of the stories we 
read about this week is that 

of Nadav and Avihu. Nadav and Avihu 
were killed after inappropriately bring-
ing incense into the Mishkan. There are 
various views as to why they were killed. 
Rashi quoting Rabbi Yishmael proposes 
that the reason they were killed was 
because they entered the Mishkan in a 
state of intoxication. Why did Nadav and 
Avihu make this mistake??

Rav Yehuda Leib Ginsburg in his sefer 
Yalkut Yehuda explains that Rabbi Yish-
mael believes that the pasuk refers to their 
offering as an “eish zara” or a “foreign fire” 
to tell us about Nadav and Avihu’s motives. 
Nadav and Avihu sought to serve God. They 
wanted to create within themselves a sense 
of enthusiasm, excitement, and ecstasy. 
They viewed drinking wine as a drug that 
would engender these passionate feelings. 
This was an “eish zara” - a false joy that has 
no place in the mishkan. 

While it is important to be passionate 
about serving God, it must be authentic 
and come from within us. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Asher Manning
Gush Chapter 
Director
The Jewish Holy 
Grail

Is a cemetery a holy place?
The answer is yes and no at the same 

time. Most people misunderstand the con-
cept of holiness, and as such misuse the 
term ‘holy place’. If you mean ‘a place that 
must be revered, treated with respect and 
solemn seriousness’ then yes - a cemetery 
is such a place. Judaism is very careful with 
the dignity and honor of the dead - “Kvod 
HaMet”. But Kedusha - ‘holiness’ - is a wholly 
different thing.  To be Kadosh is to strive to 
overcome mortality. Our Parasha holds the 
secret of Kedusha - “Imitatio Dei” - we strive 
to be like G-d. ”והייתם קדושים כי קדוש אני“

Death is an integral part of mortal life. 
Kedusha is embracing the part of us that 
is immortal - our divine soul. A Cohen has 
to be Kadosh, as such he cannot come in 
contact with a dead body. If one is ‘Tameh 
Met’ you cannot eat Kodashim or enter 
the Beit HaMikdash. As a “Mamlechet 
Cohanim v’Goy Kadosh” we can overcome 
death. Jews can and will die, but the Jewish 
nation always survives - “Am Yisrael Chai”. 
To return to our question: a cemetery is the 
exact opposite of a holy place. Our bodies 
will one day return to the ground, but our 
souls yearn for the highest of heavens - 
‘Kadosh Kadosh Kadosh!’.

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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Real Life Rescues 
The Stuffed Animals My Children 
Gave To Ukrainian Refugees  
At The Moldovan Border

By: Raphael Poch
I landed in Chisinau early this morning, as part of United Hatzalah’s 3rd wave of volunteer medical personnel 

who came to offer medical and humanitarian aid to Ukrainian refugees crossing the border. After receiving a hot 
meal in Irish Pub which the organization commandeered and converted into an industrial kitchen and cafeteria 
(serving more than 6,000 kosher meals per day to volunteers and refugees in the city and refugee camps nearby) 
I headed to bed, together with the other 28 volunteers who were on my flight.

We woke up early in the morning and were divided into work teams for the day. One team staffed the field 
hospital that was set up in the heart of Kishinev near the Agudath Yisrael synagogue under the leadership of 
Rabbi Pinchas Saltzman, another went to various hotels and other locations in the city where refugees have 
taken refuge.

I was assigned to a team that headed to the Palanca border crossing in the south of the country where we 
greeted nearly a thousand refugees who crossed the border into Moldova. I brought with me from Israel three 
shopping bags filled with stuffed animals that my own children, one aged 5 and one aged 2-and-a-half, gave me 
to bring to the children here who lost everything when they left their home behind. The idea was my wife’s, and 
my children went along with it. They didn’t quite understand who the stuffed animals and toys were for when we 
explained it, but we explained that the toys were going to help others who didn’t have any toys and that I would 
bring them to children to make them happy. My sons helped us gather up the stuffed animals that they no longer 
use and gave them to me with a smile and a hug. I packed the stuffed animals into my suitcase and brought them 
with me to Moldova. They took up half of my suitcase. Three shopping bags worth of space.

As our team was heading out this morning to the border crossing I packed the three bags into the van, and 
I saw another volunteer do the same. Chezy Rosenbaum, our team leader for the day, also brought with him 
stuffed animals and toys that his children no longer played with. We looked at each other and smiled.

At the crossing itself, we provided humanitarian aid to those in need 
of some food, a smile, gloves, blankets, hand-warmers, or even a hug. 
In a few cases, we assisted disabled refugees to cross the border. We 
worked together with border personnel and local law enforcement to 
make sure that everyone who crossed had what they needed and were 
able to board special shuttles that would take them to their first stop, a 
refugee camp set up a few kilometers away from the border, where the 
refugees could recuperate from their journey through war-torn Ukraine 
to the border, before deciding where they wished to head inside the 
country.

But before they left, as the mothers walked past us with their young 
children in tow, we handed them a stuffed animal. Some of the children 
had been so frightened by the journey that they were glued to their mothers’ legs. When we offered them 
the toy, they looked reassuringly at their mothers, and once they received permission they released a hand 
and took the toy. Sometimes that small gesture allowed the children to open up and let go, reasserting a sense 
of playfulness where only fear existed before. For a short moment, they became children again. Some of the 
mothers appreciated the act of kindness so much that they broke down and cried, letting out all of the emotion 
that had been pent up over the course of their journey, a journey that has not yet ended. We cried too.

As I write this, we are bringing six refugees, including a mother and young child, back with us to Chisinau from 
the border. Our minibus, which came to the border with ten volunteers and six empty seats, is now full, we will 
help these people continue their journey, even flying some of them to Israel tomorrow on our rescue flight as part 
of Operation Orange Wings. The child is carrying an old-new stuffed animal, and my heart is full.”

1221
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                                                               You are invited to a  

New Book Launch 
by 

RABBI BEREL WEIN 

A week from Monday night at 8:30 PM – April 4 
at 

Beit Knesset Hanassi  - Live 
24 Ussishkin St. 

or on ZOOM at that time 
The lecture is free, but you must reserve your place in advance 

in the Shul and/or to receive the Zoom link 
(All MOH rules  will be strictly enforced)  

The Zoom lecture  will be repeated Tuesday night & Wednesday night at 8:30 PM 

STRUGGLES, CHALLENGES & TRADITION 
HOW JEWISH COMMUNITIES DEFENDED 

ORTHODOXY 1820-1940 
In a little over a century, masses of Jews throughout the world 
discarded the beliefs they had cherished for millennia. Orthodoxy 
seemed doomed to extinction. And then ... after a century of losing 
battles with the forces of assimilation, as well as the horrors of the 
Holocaust, Torah Judaism underwent an almost-miraculous 
resurgence, prospering in a way that no one could ever have 
imagined. How did this happen? 

200 NIS for this Coffee Table book (below store 
price). Rabbi Wein will be available after the 

lecture to sign his book.  
After the Zoom lectures, will books that are left will be available to purchase to send by post. 

 
Books & space are limited. To reserve you place in the Shul or on 

Zoom, please  write Nachum at Nachum@jewishdestiny.com or on 
WhatsApp 0544-54-36-18 



www.rr is .runi .ac. i l

L i v e  i n  I s r a e l ,  S t u d y  i n  E n g l i s h

To RSVP:

 +972 9 9602700    +972 54 5628121     rris.registrar@idc.ac.il

REICHMAN UNIVERSITY
FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 9:00 AM

INFO SESSION 
ON CAMPUS

JOIN US FOR AN


