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Plag Mincha 4:32 - 5:37
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Throughout the years I’ve 
had the distinguished honor 
of bringing many VIPs to visit 
OU Israel’s programs. Rab-
banim, Members of Knesset, 

former Israeli Presidents, Congressmen, 
Hollywood celebrities and Israeli celebri-
ties, have visited our programs. The truth 
is, if it was even remotely possible, I’d make 
sure visiting VIPs spend time in every OU 
Israel program to help them appreciate the 
magnitude of our efforts. But thankfully, OU 
Israel’s impact is far reaching and I often 
have to select just one or two programs 
that would resonate most for each VIP that 
comes our way. 

Speaking with directors and staff members 
of our youth clubs throughout the country 
provides a glimpse into the dedication and 
commitment involved in helping teens at risk 
find stability, comfort and connection. 

Meeting our volunteers who compile 
Torah Tidbits helps VIPs appreciate our 
commitment to inspiring Anglo-Israelis look-
ing for Torah, community and meaning. 

Experiencing the magic that happens each 
and every day at the The Pearl & Harold 
Jacobs Zula Outreach Center, as teens at 
risk find the warm embrace of our qualified 
counselors and educational professionals, 
moves all those who visit. 

As you can probably imagine, VIPs rep-
resenting dignified institutions often spend 
their visits speaking with our professional 
directors to learn about the methods that 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

make our programs so successful. Such VIPs 
often do what they can to stay in touch and 
find ways to support our growth and impact. 
Other VIPs are less formal and spend time 
getting to know the organizers of each pro-
gram, as well those who benefit from our 
efforts. 

But regardless of who is visiting, the 
dynamic between VIPs and teens is fas-
cinating. After all, teens are an equalizer 
like none other. With the gift of Emet and 
authenticity, teens can size up whoever is in 
front of them and decide whether or not to 
engage in a matter of moments. For me, the 
most interesting visits are when we bring 
personalities that the teens don’t know and 
this past visit was no exception, as I had the 
special honor of bringing Mr. Thomas Nides, 
the US Ambassador to Israel, to the Zula. 

The visit came about by way of my col-
league Nathan Diament, Executive Director, 
OU Advocacy Center in Washington, DC, 
who flew to Israel for the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish Orga-
nizations. After telling Ambassador Nides 
about OU Israel, Nathan suggested a visit to 
the Zula and planned to stop by on Thurs-
day night. It just so happens that Thursday 
nights are one of the busiest at the Zula and 
I knew our distinguished guests were in for 
a treat. 

The visiting group included Ambassador 
Nides, Nathan and his wife, Yehuda Neu-
berger, OU Chairman, Board of Directors and 
Oren Asulin, the Director of Programming of 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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the Zula. As they entered the building, our 
visitors were greeted by hundreds of teens 
who were involved in a variety of activities 
taking place. Singing, playing instruments, 
drawing, writing, chatting with their coun-
selors, friends and social workers. As I 
expected, the Zula was buzzing. And while 
the scene was not new to me, it was touching 
to see the reaction of our guests. 

As many of our teens are either Anglo-Is-
raeli, Israeli or children of Americans, they 
had no idea who the distinguished visitor 
was. Additionally, we could not notify the 
teens of this visit due to security reasons. 
But within moments of our entrance, teens 
noted Mr. Nides, his team and security 
detail, and were surprised to learn that such 
a distinguished guest came to spend some 
time with them. 

Taking in the room, Mr. Nides turned to 
me in wonder and said, “Every teen is smil-
ing!” I let him know that he is one of many 
to make such a remark. It is quite rare to see 
hundreds of teens so happy, satisfied and 
engaged. He immediately began talking to 
the teens around him, introducing himself to 
those hailing from Ohio, Brooklyn and New 
Jersey, to the Shomron, Efrat and Yerusha-
layim. And within the span of a few minutes, 
the US Ambassador sat on the floor with a 
Darbuka, joining the continuous music that 
never stops, delighting his staff who enjoyed 
watching him engage so freely with the kids. 

Despite the age difference and diversity in 
life experience, the Zula teens surrounded 
our distinguished guest and kept him busy 
until late into the evening. It was some time 
before we could pull Mr. Nides away and 
show him the rest of the center. One teen 
proudly played Israel’s national anthem on 

a violin he learned to play at the Zula. Others 
showed off their creative writing, art instal-
lations and poems. Witnessing the patience 
of the Ambassador and his genuine interest 
in engaging the teens was moving. He con-
nected with 
the teens in 
a way that 
I don’t see 
very often 
and I felt 
grateful and 
proud to 
share the 
beauty that 
is in the Zula. 

Finally, the 
US Ambassa-
dor turned to 
me and said, “Avi, if my team wasn’t drag-
ging me out of here because it’s already 
10:30 at night, I would be sitting here for 
another five hours. This place is amazing! 
You guys clearly know what you’re doing.” 

I share this story with you because the 
work of OU Israel is not only meaningful, it 
is vital for the future of Am Yisrael. If you 
know someone who would benefit from see-
ing any of our programs, please reach out 
to me via my email. Thank you for helping 
me spread the magic of OU Israel. Be’ezrat 
HaShem Naaseh V’Natzliach!

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat, 

Rabbi Avi Berman

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

1st aliya (Vayikra 
6:1-11) Instruc-
tions are given to

the Kohanim: while the offerings must be 
done during the day, the burning of the 
fats and limbs continue all night.  In the 
morning the Kohen shall take some of 
the ashes from the altar and place them 
at the side.  This pile of ashes is removed 
out of the Mikdash.  A fire for the offer-
ings is to burn constantly.  When a Mincha 
flour offering is brought, part is burned 
on the altar; the remainder eaten by the 
Kohanim.  It may not be chametz.

Parshat Vayikra outlined the Kohen’s 

KI TEITZEI work; in Tzav it is the Kohen’s menu.  But 
before that, the day and night of the Tem-
ple is presented.  The Jewish day begins at 
sunset; evening and morning, one day.  But 
not in the Temple.  The day in the Temple 
was the opposite; day followed by night, 
one day.  Offerings are brought during the 
day and burned through the night.  With 
dawn, a new day begins. 

The offerings have time limits.  Most 
offerings must be burned and the Kohen 
must consume his parts in a day – mean-
ing the day they are brought and the night 
that follows.  Some have 2 days.  And the 
offering we are most familiar with (as we 
are all the wise child of the seder), the 
Korban Pesach may be eaten only at night, 
and perhaps even only until midnight.  As 
we learn the rules of offerings we realize 
how unusual the Korban Pesach is in all 
of its rules. 

2nd aliya (6:12-7:10) A special 
Mincha flour offering is 
brought by a Kohen on the 

first day of his service, by a Kohen Gadol 
on the first day of his service and daily by 
the Kohen Gadol.  It is boiled, then baked 
and completely burned.  When a Chatat, 
a sin offering, is brought, it is consumed by 
the Kohanim in the Temple.  The utensils 
used to cook it must be kashered; while a 
metal utensil can be put in water, an earth-
enware one must be broken.  An Asham, 
sin offering, is also consumed by the 
Cohanim in the Temple.  For an Olah, the 
Cohen receives the leather.  The Kohen 
consumes baked Mincha offerings.

When and where the Kohen or owner 
consumes the offering varies according to 
the offering.  The “kodesh kodashim – the 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

TZAV

May the learning in this issue 
be dedicated לע"נ

Louis Goldman z"l
אריה לייב בן שבתי יהושע יצחק חיים ז"ל

our beloved husband, father, 
grandfather and great grandfather  

on his 24th Yahrtzeit
ט"ו אדר- שושן פורים

ר ָׁש֝לֹום ְלָכל־ַזְרֽעֹו" ׁש טֹוֶב ְלַעּ֭מֹו ְוֹדֵב֜ יו ֹּדֵר֜ ב ֶאָח֞ "ְוָר֝צּוי ְלֹר֤

The Goldman, Deutsch, Simpson and Meller families 

יהי זכרו ברוך
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holiest of holy” offerings are consumed in 
the Temple grounds itself.  That includes 
the Olah, the Chatat and the Asham.  These 
are offerings brought to express a submis-
sion to G-d; the owner does not consume 
any of it, has no personal pleasure in it.  
An Olah is completely burned, save the 
leather, which is given to the Kohanim.

Here we have the first mention of kash-
ering utensils.  Kohanim would have 3 
types of utensils: milk, meat and kodshim, 
utensils used for offerings.  Once the time 
limit for eating the offering expires, the 
utensil becomes non kosher and must be 
kashered.  If it is earthenware, it is not 
able to be kashered – disposables – chad 
paami, one time use only.  Little won-
der that areas in which offerings were 
brought would be treasure troves of bro-
ken pottery for archaeologists; for those 
pottery utensils would be used once and 
never again.

3rd aliya (7:11-38) When a 
Shlamim, a peace offering is 
brought to express thanks, 10 

mincha breads each of 4 different types 
are brought.  One of each of these 4 types 
is given to the Kohen.  The owner con-
sumes the offering over 2 days.  He may 
not be Tameh, impure.  Blood and the 
offered fats may never be eaten.  The 
Kohen is given the breast and thigh of the 
shlamim offering.

The Shlamim is a new category of offer-
ing.  It is eaten by the owner.  It is not 
restricted to the Temple; it may be eaten 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

Mazal Tov to Mazal Tov to 
Rabbi Aaron & Miriam Adler 
and family on the birth of a grandson



8     TORAH TIDBITS 1460 / TZAV 5782

anywhere in Yerushalayim.  And, the 
owner has 2 days to consume it.  The city 
of Jerusalem must have been filled with 
mikvaot, not just for the Kohanim who 
were going up to the Temple, but for the 
celebrants, bringing their shlamim, who 
would need to consume their offerings in 
a state of Tahara, purity.  And there must 
have been hotels that had special OU Kod-
shim supervision – special utensils only 
for kodshim, for cooking offerings.  Those 
bringing shlamim were thankful, joyful, 
people winked upon by G-d – my, the city 
of Jerusalem must have been filled with 
smiles.

4th aliya (8:1-13) Moshe is 
instructed to inaugurate the 
Kohanim.  Moshe gathered the 

people and the Kohanim, pronouncing that 
the following has been commanded by G-d.  
Moshe dresses Aharon in the garments of 
the Kohen Gadol.  With the anointing oil he 
anointed the Mishkan, the altar, and 
Aharon. He dressed the Kohanim in the 
Kohen garments, as commanded by G-d.

The instructions for inaugurating the 
Kohanim were given in Parshat Tetzaveh; 
the inauguration occurs here.  The last 4 
aliyot of this parsha all end with the same 
phrase: as G-d commanded.  Perhaps this 
is to avoid accusations of nepotism.  Moshe 
is not appointing his brother as Kohen 
Gadol in the way politicians hand out 
jobs to family and supporters.  Moshe was 
commanded.  

This phrase is also foreshadowing.  Next 
parsha Nadav and Avihu will do something 
they were not commanded, a noteworthy 
departure from all the loyalty of Moshe and 
Aharon til here. 

Keep your 
money in 
good health.

Invest in medical real 
estate in the USA 
and earn regular, 
offshore income 
with capital growth.

Find out how | CONTACT US

 +972  050 914 6138
www.orbvest.co.il

We make it simple.

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
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care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Marci Rapp
050-424-8359
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said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
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Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but offers monetary savings, and
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down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
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5th aliya (8:14-21) Moshe brings 
the inauguration offerings.  The 
Kohanim place their hands on 

the Chatat, the sin offering. Moshe offers it; 
the blood is placed on the altar, the fats 
burned, the animal burned outside the camp.  
The ram as an Olah is offered; the Kohanim 
place their hands on the head, Moshe does all 
of the procedures for its offering.

Moshe acts as the Kohen for the entire 
inauguration ceremony. He does the 
slaughter, the sprinkling of the blood, and 
the offering of the fats.  Perhaps this is to 
sensitize Aharon and the Kohanim to “the 
other side” of the process.  Experiencing 
what is like to have someone bring your 
offering for you will allow you to perform 
the bringing of offerings with greater sensi-
tivity.  Because, now you know how it feels 
to be on the other side.

6th aliya (8:22-29) The second 
ram, the Inauguration Ram is 
brought. Moshe places its blood 

on Aharon’s right ear, right thumb and 
right big toe.  And does the same for the 
Kohanim.  He offers the ram, sprinkling its 
blood, burning the fats and offering on the 
altar one each of the matzot brought with 
it after Aharon and the Kohanim waved 
them.  Moshe waved the breast, his portion 
in the offering.  

With this offering, the position as official 
Kohanim of the Jewish people is inaugu-
rated.  There are no other Jews, as far as 
I am aware, who can trace their lineage as 
far back as Kohanim and Leviim.  A Levi 
today descends from Levi, the son of Yaa-
kov.  And a Kohen descends from Aharon, 
brother of Moshe. That Kohen status 
begins at this moment in the desert, one 
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3600000 NIS –  
MICHAEL 052-3202488
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year after the exodus from Egypt and con-
tinues, unbroken, til today.  

7th aliya (8:30-36) Moshe 
instructs Aharon to cook the 
meat of the offering and to con-

sume it and the matza.  The Kohanim are 
not to leave the Mikdash for 7 days.  This 
same procedure is to be done when gaining 
atonement.  Aharon and the Kohanim did 
all that G-d commanded.

Our Parsha outlined some of the bene-
fits to the Kohen, due to his holy service.  
Support of clergy, or spiritual workers, or 
ritual leaders is a universal notion, cross-
ing cultures and religions.  Our Kohanim 
are no different in receiving such benefits.  
However, far more important is not what 
they receive, but what they do not.  

Back in the Yosef story we are told how 
the Kohanim in Egypt, the Egyptian clergy 
were treated.  They received public support 
of food.  They had land.  All of the land of 
Egypt was taken by Paro in payment for the 
food during the famine; save the land of 
the priests.  The wealthiest people in Egypt 
were the priests.  In our time, the wealth of 
the Vatican is vast.  

Our Kohanim, in contrast, have no land; 
nor do the Leviim.  They receive support, 
albeit modest.  This is another instance of 
the Torah’s moderation; supporting the 
Kohanim, though modestly.  The King will 
receive similar instructions; benefits but 
with limits.  Leadership is serving G-d and 
His people, not self serving.  When reading 
the Torah we need to notice not only what 
is said but what is not said; what rights 
are given, but more importantly what 
rights are not given.  The Kohanim receive;  
but modestly. 
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18 mitzvot; 9 pos. and 9 prohibitions

MITZVOT

HAFTORAH TZAV 
 YIRMIYAHU 7:21-28; 9:22-23.

This week’s haftorah touches on the 
subject of sacrifices, the main topic of the 
week’s Torah portion.

Hashem tells the prophet Yirmiyahu 
to rebuke the Jewish people, saying that 
His primary intention in taking their 
forefathers out of Egypt wasn’t the sacri-
ficial offerings, rather in order that they 
observe the commandments. But despite 
the fact that Hashem repeatedly dis-
patched prophets to admonish the people, 
“They did not obey nor did they incline 
their ear, but walked according to [their] 
own counsels and in the view of their 
evil heart, and they went backwards and 
not forwards.” Hashem further informs 
Yirmiyahu that the people will also not 
hearken to these words that he will speak 
to them now.

The haftorah concludes with Hashem’s 
admonition: “Let not the wise man boast 
of his wisdom, nor the strong man boast 
of his strength, nor the rich man boast of 
his riches. But let him that boasts exult in 
this, that he understands and knows me, 
for I am G-d Who practices kindness, jus-
tice and righteousness on the earth; for in 
these things I delight, says G-d.” 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Gratitude, 
Not Solitude

Loyal readers of this column know that 
I am addicted to books. Not just “holy” 
books, and not just Jewish books. All 
books.

Included in my “addiction” is my fond-
ness for browsing bookstores. It took me a 
while, but I’ve even mastered the self-disci-
pline required to enter a bookstore, browse 
for a long while, even finger a few books, 
and then walk out without buying any.

These days, many bookstores, particu-
larly those which are part of large national 
chains, often feature an author speaking 
about his or her book. I find those talks 
irresistible and have not ever been able to 
leave the bookstore once the author starts 
speaking. I generally just sit there and lis-
ten to the author, although many writers 
of interesting written works make quite 
boring speakers.

One evening, I heard the author of a 
rather famous work of nonfiction brag that 
her book was different from most of the 
others of its genre. “I dedicated my book to 
no one,” she said. “I thanked no one, and 
you will find no page, indeed not even a 
paragraph, of acknowledgements to those 
who helped me in the long and arduous 
process of writing the book.”

There was something about that state-
ment that made me feel quite sad. I figured 
that it would be futile for me to say what I 
had in mind, but I did consider telling her 
how wrong I thought she was. She missed 
an opportunity to publicly, and for poster-
ity, express her gratitude to others. She had 
an occasion to give voice to a profoundly 
humane response, and she blew it.

Gratitude is a primary religious value. 
Many early Jewish philosophers, Bahya 
ibn Paquda foremost among them, con-
sider gratitude to be the basis of our entire 
religion. They define the root of all worship 
as the articulation of thanks to the Creator 
for our very existence and for the many 
benefits we receive from Him constantly. 
Recognizing God’s blessings and acknowl-
edging them is the foundation of religious 
devotion.

As important as gratitude expressed 
to God in moments of devotion is, our 
tradition further insists that we express 
gratitude to others in our lives that have 
helped us, even in modest ways. The Rabbis 
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of Meitar and the whole Torah Tidbits distribution 
crew of the South. I saw first hand your dedication 
to Harbotzas Torah. May HaShem  bless your 

efforts with continued success!
בברכות ובאהבה

Ronnie



OU ISRAEL CENTER         13 OU ISRAEL CENTER         55

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

point out that even inanimate objects that 
have “been there” for us deserve our grat-
itude, and thus explain Moses’ reluctance 
to even symbolically strike the Nile or the 
sand of the desert. After all, they provided 
protection to Moses at an earlier stage of 
his life.

But there is an aspect of gratitude that is 
less commonly recognized, and that is what 
particularly bothered me that evening 
in the bookstore. It is the power of pub-
lic expression of expressing gratitude, of 
doing so in a social forum, thereby inviting 
others to share in one’s personal feelings of 
thankfulness.

The importance of public statements of 
gratitude—nay, public celebrations of grat-
itude—has its roots in a number of biblical 
sources, one of which is in this week’s 
Torah portion, Parshat Tzav (Leviticus 6:1-
8:25). There, we read of the thanksgiving 
offering, the korban todah:

“If he offers it for thanksgiving, he shall 
offer together with the sacrifice unleavened 
cakes with oil mixed in, unleavened wafers 
spread with oil, and cakes of choice flour 
with oil mixed in, well soaked. This offer-
ing, with cakes of leavened bread added, 
he shall offer along with his thanksgiving 
sacrifice of well-being. Out of this he shall 
offer one of each kind…to the priest… And 
the flesh…shall be eaten on the day that it 
is offered; none of it shall be set aside until 
morning (Leviticus 7:12-15).”

 The Rabbis explain that this sacrifice, 
which combines an animal offering with 
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no less than four species of breads, is to 
be given by a person who has successfully 
emerged from a great trial: an illness, an 
imprisonment, or a sea voyage or desert 
journey. As an expression of gratitude, he is 
to bring the animal offering together with a 
total of forty breads, ten from each species, 
and donate one of each species to the priest. 
That leaves him with the meat of an entire 
animal plus a total of thirty-six breads, all 
of which must be consumed before dawn 
of the next day. Can he possibly consume 
all that food himself?

To this, Don Isaac Abarbanel—who, as 
personal advisor to Ferdinand and Isabella, 
no less, had an eminently practical side to 
him, besides his skills of biblical exegesis—
comments: “There was no way he could 
consume all this himself in such a short 
time. Obviously, the Torah encouraged 

him to invite his family, friends, and 
acquaintances to join him in feasting and in 
rejoicing. In this assembly, they would ask 
him to tell his story and question him about 
what prompted his thanksgiving feast. 
Thus, he would relate to them the miracles 
and wonders which God had bestowed 
upon him, and together all would join in 
praise of God, in a communal expression 
of thanksgiving and song.”

One of my personal rabbinic role mod-
els was a man named Rabbi Elimelech Bar 
Shaul.  He was the chief Rabbi of Rechovot 
in Israel, and was a pioneer in the field of 
religious outreach. He was especially adept 
at teaching Torah on the university cam-
pus, and many of his lectures have been 
published in a volume called Min HaBe’er¸ 
“From the Well”. He passed away at a young 
age, under tragic circumstances, in 1965.
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Rabbi Bar Shaul elaborates eloquently 
upon the benefits for the grateful person 
to share his experiences with others. “Nar-
ration of one’s story changes the story,” he 
writes. “It helps one integrate it into his 
behavior; it helps one remember it longer; 
and it helps one more fully appreciate his 
good fortune.”

He proceeds to elaborate upon the great 
benefits that accrue to those who share in 
the celebration. “It enables them to learn 
skills of empathy, to see beyond themselves, 
and to gain the special joy that can only 
come in the company of other people.”

Rabbi Bar Shaul concludes his inspiring 
essay on the subject of gratitude by quoting 
a prophetic Midrash: “In the future-to-
come, all the animal sacrifices will be 
discontinued. But the thanksgiving sacri-
fice will not be discontinued. All prayers 
will no longer be necessary, but prayers of 
thanksgiving will endure.”

He then quotes a collection of comments 
on the Midrash, Asifat Ma’amarim, in 
which these words appear: “In that distant 
future, no one will sin; hence, sacrifices will 
become irrelevant. Prayer will not be nec-
essary because there will be no illness and 
no woe. Not that mitzvoth will be obsolete, 
but if one has no roof there is no mitzvah 
to build a protective fence around the roof. 
So too: no sin, no sacrifice; no woes, no 
prayers. But gratitude, that will be eternally 
necessary, and even more so in a more per-
fect world.”

There are certainly religious occasions 
which warrant solitude.

But occasions for gratitude are not times 
for solitude.

They are occasions for a party. 
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Violence and 
the Sacred 

Why sacrifices? To be sure, they have not 
been part of the life of Judaism since the 
destruction of the Second Temple, almost 
two thousand years ago. But why, if they 
are a means to an end, did God choose this 
end? This is, of course, one of the deepest 
questions in Judaism, and there are many 
answers. Here I want explore just one, first 
given by the early fifteenth-century Jewish 
thinker, Rabbi Joseph Albo, in his Sefer 
HaIkkarim.  

Albo’s theory took as its starting point 
not sacrifices but two other questions. The 
first: Why after the Flood did God permit 
human beings to eat meat? (Gen. 9:3–5). Ini-
tially, neither human beings nor animals 
had been meat eaters (Gen. 1:29–30). What 
caused God to, as it were, change His mind? 
The second: What was wrong with the first 

act of sacrifice, Cain’s offering of “some of 
the fruits of the soil” (Gen. 4:3–5)? God’s 
rejection of that offering led directly to the 
first murder, when Cain killed Abel. What 
was at stake in the difference between the 
offerings Cain and Abel each brought to 
God? 

Albo believed that killing animals for 
food is inherently wrong. It involves tak-
ing the life of a sentient being to satisfy 
our needs. Cain also knew this to be true. 
He believed there was a strong kinship 
between humans and other animals. That 
is why he offered not an animal sacrifice, 
but a vegetable one. His error, according to 
Albo, is that he should have brought fruit, 
not vegetables – the highest, not the low-
est, of non-meat produce. Abel, by contrast, 
believed that there was a qualitative dif-
ference between people and animals. Had 
God not told the first humans: “Rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air 
and over every living creature that moves 
in the ground”? That is why Abel brought 
an animal sacrifice.

Once Cain saw that Abel’s sacrifice had 
been accepted while his own was not, he 
reasoned thus: if God, who forbids us to 
kill animals for food, permits and even 
favours killing an animal as a sacrifice, 
and if, as Cain believed, there is no ultimate 
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difference between human beings and 
animals, then I shall offer the highest liv-
ing being as a sacrifice to God, namely my 
brother Abel. According to this reasoning, 
says Rabbi Albo, Cain killed Abel as a human 
sacrifice.

That is why God permitted meat-eat-
ing after the Flood. Before the Flood, the 
world had been “filled with violence.” Per-
haps violence is an inherent part of human 
nature. If humanity were to be allowed to 
exist at all, God would have to lower His 
demands. Let humans kill animals, He said, 
rather than killing human beings – the one 
form of life that is not only God’s creation 
but also in God’s image. Hence the oth-
erwise almost unintelligible sequence of 
verses after Noah and his family emerge 
on dry land:

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, 
taking some of all the clean animals and 
clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings 
upon it. The Lord smelled the pleasing 
aroma and said in His heart, “Never again 
will I curse the ground because of man, 
even though every inclination of his heart 
is evil from childhood…”

Then God blessed Noah and his sons, say-
ing to them…

“Everything that lives and moves will be 
food for you. Just as I gave you the green 
plants, I now give you everything…

Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man 
shall his blood be shed; for in the image 
of God has God made humanity.” (Gen. 
8:29–9:6)

According to Albo, the logic of the passage 
is clear. Noah offers an animal sacrifice in 
thanksgiving for having survived the Flood. 
God sees that human beings need this way 
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of expressing themselves. They are genet-
ically predisposed to violence (“every 
inclination of his heart is evil from child-
hood”). If society are to survive, humans 
will need to be able to direct their violence 
towards non-human animals, whether as 
food or sacrificial offerings. The crucial 
line to be drawn is between human and 
non-human. The permission to kill animals 
is accompanied by an absolute prohibition 
against killing human beings, “for in the 
image of God has God made humanity.”

It is not that God approves of killing ani-
mals, whether for sacrifice or food, but that 
to forbid this to human beings, given their 
genetic predisposition to bloodshed, is uto-
pian. It is not for now but for the end of 
days. Until then, the least bad solution is to 
let people kill animals rather than murder 
their fellow humans. Animal sacrifices are 
a concession to human nature.1 Sacrifices 
are a substitute for violence directed against 
humankind.

The contemporary thinker who has 
done most to revive this understanding 
is French-American literary critic and 
philosophical anthropologist René Girard, 
in such books as Violence and the Sacred, 
The Scapegoat, and Things Hidden Since 
the Foundation of the World. The common 
denominator in sacrifices, he argues, is:

…internal violence – all the dissensions, 
rivalries, jealousies, and quarrels within the 
community that the sacrifices are designed 
to suppress. The purpose of the sacrifice is 
to restore harmony to the community, to 

1  On why God never chooses to change 
human nature, see Rambam, The Guide for 
the Perplexed, III:32.

reinforce the social fabric. Everything else 
derives from that.2

The worst form of violence within and 
between societies is vengeance, “an inter-
minable, infinitely repetitive process.” This 
is in line with Hillel’s saying, on seeing a 
human skull floating on water, “Because 
you drowned others, they drowned you, 
and those who drowned you will in the 
end themselves be drowned” (Mishnah 
Avot 2:7).

There is no natural end to the cycle of 
retaliation and revenge. The Montagues 
keep killing and being killed by the Cap-
ulets. So do the Tattaglias and the Corleones, 
and the other feuding groups in fiction and 
history. It is a destructive cycle that has dev-
astated whole communities. According to 
Girard this was the problem that religious 
ritual was developed to resolve. The pri-
mary religious act, he says, is the sacrifice, 
and the primary sacrifice is the scapegoat. 
If tribes A and B, who have been fighting, 
can sacrifice a member of tribe C, then both 
will have sated their desire for bloodshed 
without inviting revenge, especially if tribe 
C is in no position to retaliate. Sacrifices 
divert the destructive energy of violent 
reciprocity.

Why then, if violence is embedded in 
human nature, are sacrifices a feature of 
ancient rather than modern societies? 
Because, argues Girard, there is another and 
more effective way of ending vengeance:

Vengeance is a vicious circle whose effect 
on primitive societies can only be surmised. 

2  Rene Girard, Violence and the Sacred 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1977), p. 8.



OU ISRAEL CENTER         19

For us the circle has been broken. We 
owe our good fortune to one of our social 
institutions above all: our judicial system, 
which serves to deflect the menace of 
vengeance. The system does not suppress 
vengeance; rather, it effectively limits 
itself to a single act of reprisal, enacted by 
a sovereign authority specialising in this 
particular function. The decisions of the 
judiciary are invariably presented as the 
final word on vengeance.3

Girard’s terminology here is not one 
to which we can subscribe. Justice is not 
vengeance. Retribution is not revenge. 
Revenge is inherently I-Thou, or We-Them. 
It is personal. Retribution is impersonal. 
It is no longer the Montagues versus the 
Capulets, but both under, the impartial 
judgement of the law. But Girard’s sub-
stantive point is correct and essential. 
The only effective antidote to violence is 
the rule of law.

Girard’s theory confirms the view of 
Albo. Sacrifice (as with meat-eating) 
entered Judaism as a substitute for vio-
lence. It also helps us understand the 
profound insight of the Prophets that 
sacrifices are not ends in themselves, but 
part of the Torah’s programme to create 
a world redeemed from the otherwise 
interminable cycle of revenge. The other 
part of that programme, and God’s great-
est desire, is a world governed by justice. 
That, we recall, was His first charge to 
Abraham, to “instruct his children and 
his household after him to keep the way 
of the Lord by doing what is right and just” 
(Gen. 18:19).

3  Ibid., p. 15.
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Have we therefore moved beyond that 
stage in human history in which animal 
sacrifices have a point? Has justice become 
a powerful enough reality that we no longer 
need religious rituals to divert the violence 
between human beings? Sadly, the answer 
is no. The collapse of the Soviet Union, the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, and the end of the 
Cold War, led some thinkers to argue that 
we had reached “the end of history.” There 
would be no more ideologically-driven 
wars. Instead the world would turn to the 
market economy and liberal democracy.4

The reality was radically different. There 
were waves of ethnic conflict and violence 
in Bosnia, Kosovo, Chechnya, and Rwanda, 
followed by even bloodier conflicts 
throughout the Middle East, sub-Saha-
ran Africa, and parts of Asia. In his book 
The Warrior’s Honour, Michael Ignatieff 
offered the following explanation of why 
this happened:

The chief moral obstacle in the path of 
reconciliation is the desire for revenge. 
Now, revenge is commonly regarded as a 
low and unworthy emotion, and because 
it is regarded as such, its deep moral 
hold on people is rarely understood. But 
revenge – morally considered – is a desire 
to keep faith with the dead, to honour their 
memory by taking up their cause where 
they left off. Revenge keeps faith between 
generations…

This cycle of intergenerational recrim-
ination has no logical end…. But it is the 
very impossibility of intergenerational 

4  Francis Fukuyama, The End of History 
and the Last Man (New York: Free Press, 
1992).

vengeance that locks communities into the 
compulsion to repeat…

Reconciliation has no chance against ven-
geance unless it respects the emotions that 
sustain vengeance, unless it can replace the 
respect entailed in vengeance with rituals 
in which communities once at war learn to 
mourn their dead together.5

Far from speaking to an age long gone 
and forgotten, the laws of sacrifice tell us 
three things as important now as then:

First, violence is still part of human 
nature, never more dangerous than when 
combined with an ethic of revenge.

Second, rather than denying its existence, 
we must find ways of redirecting it so that it 
does not claim yet more human sacrifices.

Third, the only ultimate alternative to 
sacrifices, animal or human, is the one first 
propounded millennia ago by the Prophets 
of ancient Israel, few more powerfully than 
Amos:

Even though you bring Me burnt offer-
ings and offerings of grain,

I will not accept them…
But let justice roll down like a river,
And righteousness like a never-failing 

stream. (Amos 5:23–24). 

5  Michael Ignatieff, The Warrior’s Honor: 
Ethnic War and the Modern Conscience 
(Toronto: Penguin, 2006), 188–190.
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Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED  
furniture repair company

WE’RE BACK!
JUST IN TIME FOR PESACH!

Only 24 more gluing days until Pesach!

The ONLY COMPANY to offer you a LIFETIME GUARANTEE on all wood regluing 
Glue with us once and you will stick with us forever!

•	PERMANENT REGLUING	for	all	your	loose	&	shaky	furniture.
•	EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR
•	SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove	broken	wood	seat	and	replace	with	much	stronger	wood	
•	CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT
•	FURNITURE MARKERS	–	To	help	you	make	those	small	scratches	disappear
•	LEG TIPS	–	For	quiet	chair	movement	(Your	downstairs	neighbor	will	thank	you!)

Tired of having to crowd your guests around multiple tables?
Contact	us	to	hear	about	our	HEAVY-DUTY TABLE SLIDES	to	strengthen	weak	tables	&	more	than	
double	(or	even	triple!)	the	current	length	of	your	table.

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH!

WE	ARE	GROWING	AND	ARE	NOW	HIRING	–	SEE	DETAILS	ON	OUR	WEBSITE

Website:	thefurnituredoctor.co.il		 Email:	office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il
 Phone:	02-999-2418	 	 	 	WhatsApp:	058	787	3755

TM
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“Kol sason v’kol simcha, kol chatan 
v’kol kallah…”

Who can hear those words with-
out immediate thinking of a wedding, a 
celebration, a joyous occasion? After all, 
we hear the same words repeated in the 
brachot recited under the chuppah at a 
wedding, we hear the song played and 
sung at celebrations and we probably hear 
the tune in our heads whenever these 
words of the navi are quoted! But how 
many of us know that these very words 
are repeated by Yirmiyahu four times? 
And how many of us realize that three of 
those four times these words are part of 
the prophet’s warning of the catastrophic 
devastation and ruin that would befall 
Israel and her land as punishment for 
their sins? Who among us remembers or 
has learned that Yirmiyahu prefaces that 
very phrase with the words “V’hishbati (I 
will suspend) the “kol sason v’kol simcha” 
– (or an equivalent phrase) as he does in 
our haftarah?

But our surprise should not be limited to 
our lack of familiarity with these texts. It 
should perhaps be extended to the shock 
of reading such a haftarah of condemna-
tion and censure for this parasha! After 
all, we now stand just a few weeks before 
Pesach and but a day (or two) after Purim. 
It is a season of joy, “Mishenichnas Adar 
marbin b’simcha” (Ta’anit 29a), not only 
because of the Purim celebration, but also 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

because we look forward to the Yom Tov of 
Pesach as we begin preparing for the ful-
fillment of its mitzvot.  It would seem that 
these prophecies are far more fitting to the 
month of Av - “Mishenichnas Av m’ma’atin 
b’simcha” (Ta’anit 26b), when we curtail 
our joy and merrymaking - certainly not 
to the joyous post-Purim pre-Pesach time 
of year. So what message was the rabbinic 
leadership of the past hoping to pass on to 
the future generations? 

I would suggest that this parasha details 
the many laws of the sacrificial rites that 
Hashem commands us to follow in the 
newly erected Mishkan. But the danger of 
the sacrificial service is the possibility of 
mistaking it as an end in itself and not as a 
means to draw closer to G-d. Sacrifice could 
become no more than a “magical” short-cut 
that, people would think, would placate 
G-d’s anger and earn His atonement. And 
nothing could be further from the truth. 
Indeed, this was precisely the sin of the 
Jews of Yirmiyahu’s time. Their misguided 
use of sacrifice as the “cure” for their mis-
deeds and corruption prevented them from 
making any meaningful improvement in 
their behavior. 

The closing psukim of the haftarah clar-
ify the navi’s message. These are verses 
taken from the 9th perek and do not 
immediate follow those psukim that we 
read in the haftarah. (In fact, they are the 
final verses of the haftarah read on Tish’a 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

CLOSE TO GERMAN COLONY - Nice 3 rooms, 
modern building, succah balcony, good shape, 
2,150,000NIS

HEART OF OLD KATAMON -  In 2 new buildings, 
a few apartments of 4 rooms, Shabbat elevator, 
succa balcony, quiet, luxury, storageroom, 
parking, starting at 4,400,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON WITH GARDEN - great 4 rooms, 
duplex, 50m private garden, luxurious, parking, 
rare, 4,500,000NIS

PENTHOUSE  IN KIRYAT SHMUEL -  
Great location, large penthouse on one level, 
180m, stone building, elevator, 35m terrace, quiet, 
storage, parkings, rare, 7,200,000 NIS

B’av!) These final words are a message of 
explanation and clarification of both the 
9th chapter and chapters 7-8, our haftarah. 
“….b’zot yithallel hamithallel…” “one may 
be glorified only with this” – and not in 
empty sacrifices and false, superficial, 
unfeeling rituals – but “haskel v’yado’ah 
oti” – by knowing and understanding G-d, 
G-d Who “Oseh chesed, mishpat utz’daka” 
– performs kindness, justice and righ-
teousness – “Ki b’eleh chafatzti” for it is 
THIS that Hashem wants of us!

When we read this week’s parasha 
and learn of the world of korbanot, 
Chazal understood that this “difficult” 
haftarah contained an essential message 
about sacrifices to leave for all future 
generations.

And, I submit, even those who no longer 
have sacrifices to offer. 

Kollel Boker

Mishkan Daniel, Hovevei Zion, Hazvi Yisrael Synagogue, 14 Hovevei Street, Jerusalem  Kollelkimche@gmail.com

MARCH & APRIL PROGRAM
 9:30 - 10:15   Rambam Shiur:  Hilchot Deot

10:15 - 11:00   Coffee & Chavrusa Preparation for Shiur 

11:00 - 12:00  Gemara Shiur: Pesachim Perek 10
                   Topics relating to Leil HaSeder
 

12:00 - 12:30  Shiur on Contemporary Halachic Responsa

Rosh Kollel Rabbi Dr. Alan Kimche
Founding Rabbi of the Ner Yisrael Community, Hendon, UK

בס''ד

SHIURIM IN ENGLISH
Mondays & Thursdays from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm 

REFRESH your learning skills
STIMULATE your brain with inspiring shiurim
INVEST two mornings each week in Gemara B'Iyun
REDISCOVER the energy of chavrusa learning!
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Don’t “Sacrifice” 
the Beauty and 
Significance 
of Korbanos

The beginning of Sefer Vayikra deals with 
the intricacies of korbanos.   Parshas Tzav 
begins with the directive: “Tzav es Aharon 
v’es banav le’mor” – Hashem commands 
Moshe to direct Aharon and his sons with 
respect to the Korban Olah.  

The Chafetz Chaim cites a midrash that 
deduces from the word “le’mor” –  that 
Bnei Yisrael are to engage in reading the 
chapter of the Olah, irrespective of whether 
they are partaking in the sacrifice of a 
Korban Olah.   The Chafetz Chaim on sev-
eral occasions stressed the importance of 
understanding the Korbanos – so that when 
the third Beis Hamikdash is built we will 
be able to conduct the services as required.  

Today although we are unable to actually 
sacrifice korbanos, we are able to engage in 
the “kriya”- the recitation of the parshiyos 
of Korbanos each morning.  Unfortunately, 
in many shuls davening begins with Rabbi 
Yishmael or Mizmor Shir. One should make 
an effort to recite the Korbanos beforehand. 

When reviewing these parshiyos we can 
derive inspirational messages, even if it 

is al deresch drush.  For example, in Par-
shas Tzav we are informed of the terumas 
hadeshen – the act the Kohen would per-
form first thing each morning.  He would 
clear the ashes from the previous day’s 
sacrifices from the Altar. Then, the kohen 
would perform hotzaat hadeshen, remov-
ing the ashes from the Beis HaMikdash. In 
essence, the commandment was to “take 
out the trash.” Wouldn’t it have been more 
appropriate for someone else to clean off 
yesterday’s ashes in preparation for the 
sacrifice the kohen would offer today? Isn’t 
it somewhat demeaning?

Rabbi Shimshon Refael Hirsch explains, 
the terumas hadeshen signifies that every 
day builds on the preceding day rather than 
beginning with a totally new slate. A young 
kohen excited to begin his work in the Beis 
HaMikdash may consider doing things 
differently, improving on how things had 
been done in the past. His intention may be 
proper: to try to make the experience even 
more special. Yet, the very act of having the 
kohen initiate his daily service by remov-
ing yesterday’s ashes is to symbolize that 
today’s avoda is connected to yesterday’s. 
We preserve the tradition and remove 
the ashes to uncover yesterday’s flame, 
without igniting a completely new flame. 
Judaism does not only have a present – it is 
based on the past. The Jewish grandchild 
carries on the very same mission of his first 
ancestors. Our personal and national past, 
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upon which today is built, is symbolized by 
the terumas hadeshen.

Rav Meir Shapiro offers an alternative 
explanation. Inside every Jew is a spark 
of the fire of Godliness that is never extin-
guished. Like the Kohen, it is the task of 
leaders, teachers, parents, and anyone with 
a position of influence to ignite that spark, 
to bring it out every morning, to inspire, 
and to enlighten.  To uncover the spark in 
each and every individual.  

The terumas hadeshen is but one example 
where we can derive insightful thoughts 
from different aspects of the avoda.  To con-
nect our history to our future.  To uncover 
the hidden flame within each individual.  
May we be able to decipher the beautiful 
gems that are found within the parshiyos 
of the Korbanos. 

zvilapian@gmail.com Tel. +972-54-447-3851 (office) Fax: +972-2-624-8818
Toll free UK: 0800-098-8428  US: 1-800-376-1803 • www.zvilapian.com

Chol Hamoed Pesach at Neve Ilan 
with Zvi Lapian

Great Hotel-Great Price-Great Program
Come Join Zvi Lapian for Chol Hamoed Pesach

 at the Neve Ilan Hotel in the Judean Hills

Great Hotel | Great Price | Great Program 
Great Entertainment | Great Food

2, 3 or 4 nights available

M
ehadrin Rabbanut - Shm

itta Lechum
ra
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Thoughtful 
Thought

Parshat Tzav begins with the command 
to Aharon and his sons, regarding the offer-
ing of the Korban Olah.  Rashi notes, that 
the word ‘tzav’ implies that the Kohanim 
need to show alacrity in their service, then, 
and for all generations. R. Shimon adds, 
this is particularly true, when one is deal-
ing with things that have a loss of money, 
‘chisaron kis.’ This Rashi begs for explana-
tion.  Would one think that the Koahnim 
would not act with quickness? Further, 
what loss of money is referred to here, 
when the korban Olah was not coming out 
of their pocket, rather, it was from commu-
nal funds.  

One who studies the laws of the olah, is 
considered as if they have sacrificed an 
olah.  What was so special about this kor-
ban?  Tosher Rebbe z”l in Avodat Avodah 

explains the significance of this korban 
with a message for all of our lives.  One of 
the reasons that this sacrifice was offered, 
was to atone, for one’s thoughts.  Indeed, 
a person is a product of what they think, 
which has a tremendous impact on what 
they say [ex. A Freudian slip] and what 
they do.  The Bal Shem Tov z”l would teach, 
that where a person’s mind is found, that 
is where the person is found.  Most people 
think that all that matters is what one does, 
and says; thoughts are not of great signifi-
cance.  Often, when one does an accounting 
before going to sleep, one recalls what one 
did, and said, but few people actually do 
an accounting of what they thought during 
the day! Therefore, the korban olah was 
brought in the morning and in the evening, 
to atone for the thoughts that permeated 
people’s mind throughout the day and eve-
ning.  Since, these thoughts form the core 
of a person, there is a special command to 
encourage offering this sacrifice, ensuring 
that people’s thoughts become purified.  On 

Purim is a happy day
To be celebrated in a meaningful way
As by the laws of Purim you abide
For the poor and needy you’ll be sure to provide

Send your contributions to the
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
P.O.B.18602 Jerusalem 91185
(02)5810256
Donate via PayPal at chickenladyofjerusalem.com@gmail.com

פורים שמח!
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a deeper level, this is what Rashi means that 
there is a ‘chisaron kis’, there is no ‘pocket 
to hold’ one’s thoughts; actions and speech 
are contained, thoughts are not.  Hence, 
there is a special command to be careful to 
atone for one’s thoughts.

Eruvin 41b notes, that one of the things 
that drives a person out of their minds, is a 
bad spirit.  One who has negative thoughts 
that are not expressed, cause a person 
endless anxiety and worry. This Pasuk is 
emphasizing to us, that even today, one 
needs to work on purifiying one’s thoughts.  
One should constantly think of how much 
Hashem loves us, directs our lives, and be 
filled with thoughts of joy and content-
ment.  The more we work on ourselves to 
think positive thoughts about others, and 
thoughts of purity, the more it impacts on 
our entire service of Hashem. 

NEW BOUTIQUE LUXURIOUS PROJECT IN BAKA! on 
Reuven St., only 8 apartments for sale!! Be the first ones to 
know about it, NOT YET ON THE MARKET!  Garden apartments, 
spacious apartments 150 to 300 sqm, with succah terraces 
or huge private gardens, underground parking, storage- 
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden apartment  
with private entrance, 250 sqm with private garden, parking, 
high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartments 
building- MAYA- 054-6650184
Best location in Talbieh, magnificent new penthouse 300 
sqm in an authentic small building, top standard, double 
height ceilings, 7 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, balconies, private 
roof terrace 120 sqm, panoramic views, private elevator, 
private parking- DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Prime location in Rechavia, Residential building for sale, 
650 sqm built today as 4 apartments, on a plot of 620 sqm, 
additional building rights to 1,000 sqm, pool. FOR SERIOUS 
BUYERS ONLY- DEBORAH- 0544-804767 
Amazing apartment in Talbieh, close to the Theater, 190 
sqm on one level, 30 sqm terrace, shabbat elevator, parking, 
completely renovated at top standards- MAYA – 054-6650184
Unique opportunity! Empty plot of 450 sqm in the 
German Colony, on Yeoash St., possibility to build private 
house or a 2-family house of 550 sqm, private swimming 
pool and large garden, building permit in 6 months-  
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Rechavia- Totally renovated 240 sqm apartment, boutique 
building, very bright, succah terraces, chabbat elevator, 
parking. DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Old Katamon, on a quiet lane, In a new project under 
construction, apartment 200 sqm apartment + 53 
sqm succah terraces, parking, storage, attractive price!!  
MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

To Desire!
When Rav Chaim Shmulevitz zt”l, Rosh 

Yeshiva of Mir and author of Sichos Mussar 
was a young man he spent some time vis-
iting with his uncle, Rav Avraham Yoffen, 
Rosh Yeshivah of Novardok. One evening 
in the beis medrash, young Chaim asked his 
uncle who the top student in the yeshivah 
was.  

One after another, Rav Yoffen pointed out 
outstanding talmidim: “Well, I would say 
that the student over there by the window 
has the sharpest mind in the yeshivah… but 
that one on the other side has the quickest 
recall. Ah, and the student to his right is 
the top guy in in-depth learning, while the 
one on his left excels in quantity – yes, he 
for sure has the widest breadth of knowl-
edge and has covered the most ground in 
learning…”

“So dear Feter, please tell me,” pressed 
R’ Chaim, “which of these four talmidim is 

the best in the yeshivah? The Rosh Yeshivah 
smiled, “The best…? Why, none of them!” 

R’ Chaim looked confused. His uncle had 
described all the strengths and virtues of 
some top talmidim, yet none of them he 
considered to be the best. Sensing his neph-
ew’s discomfort, Rav Yaffen directed the 
young man’s attention toward the back cor-
ner of the beis medrash, and pointed out yet 
another young man sitting and learning. 

“Look over there. Do you see that student 
sitting in the back? He is the top student in 
the yeshivah! You see,” the Rav whispered, 
his eyes sparkling with enthusiasm, “he is 
the greatest mevakeish, the student with the 
most desire and drive, the one who ‘wants’ 
Torah and growth more than anyone else 
here. He is on fire! He would stay there in 
his seat all night until morning, if I would 
let him. If there’s a ‘best’, he’s it. My dear 
Chaim, the biggest mevakeish is the most 
elevated student!”

“Tzav, ‘command’ Aharon and his sons, 
saying, ‘This is the law of the olah burnt 
offering: it is the burnt offering which 
burns on the altar all night until morning, 
and the fire of the altar shall burn with it.’”

Toras haOlah, “The teaching of the burnt 
offering”, is the Torah of olah, ‘elevation’, 
the teaching of having a burning desire for 
growth.

Rebbe Shlomo of Karlin exemplified and 
taught the great value of constantly repeat-
ing one’s Torah lessons with fiery passion. 

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Great Investment opportunity! 2 rooms in a New 
Building under construction in a prime location. 
Shabbat elevator & mirpeset. Only 1.59m shekel
In the Heart of Old Katamon on Kaf Tet B’Novemeber 
street - spacious 90m, 4 room, currently being used 
as a 3 room but can be easily changed back.  
3 exposures, full of light, 2nd floor, private parking spot, 
2.5 bathrooms, large, equipped kitchen. 3.4m NIS
Great opportunity in Musrara - 5.5 rooms,  
3 bathrooms, 130m duplex with a 40m garden, 
private entrance, full of charm, Chulada Hanevia 
street. 4.27m shekel
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His Divine service was a living image of the 
fire on the mizbeyach, which had to be kept 
burning at all times. Whether or not there 
is active service taking place, the fire on the 
mizbeyach was always lit. Whether or not 
we are sitting with a holy book, our learn-
ing can remain aflame within our mind 
and heart.

Regardless of how we hold a candle, the 
flickering flame reaches upward, yearning 
to ascend. The flame is drawn down and 
anchored by the wick, which does not let 
it disconnect and burn out. And yet, the 
combustion of gasses constantly pushes 
upward, straining to break through and be 
elevated beyond the denser wick. As the 
flame rises, creating heat and light, air is 
pulled into the base of the fire, feeding the 
fire with oxygen, enabling the light to grow 
even brighter.

The young, fiery mevakeish in Novardok, 
“the best student’’, was none other than 
Reb Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky, The Steipler 
Gaon zt”l, the author of Birchas Peretz, 
“The Blessing of Peretz”, or ‘The Blessing 
Drawn Down by the One Who Seeks to 
Break Through’. May we merit to follow in 
his ways!

May our Yiddishkeit be filled with 
warmth and light and passion to grow 
and rise toward Hashem – and yet may we 
also remain anchored and steadied with 
an eye for the future, so that our fire may 
burn until ‘morning’, until the coming of 
Mashiach.  

Get your to-do list DONE !
Jerusalem Handyman

Professional • Experienced
Reasonable Rates • English-speaking

Excellent References

› Installation
› General Repairs
› Doors/Handles/Locks
› Plumbing/Faucets/Toilets
› Windows/Trissim
› Lights/Electrical Installation

› Table Stabilization
› Cabinets
› Closets
› Rails
› Shelves
› And more...

Up-front pricing - Call for your free estimate
Jonathan Sela • 053-465-2367 • jokathan@gmail.com

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
OLD KATAMON - NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTING:OLD KATAMON - NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTING:
* In a small building, 125 sqm, rst & top oor,

private entrance, 3 exposures, can be subdivided,
Excellent potential!

* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elev. NIS 2,590,000 

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER - Short walk to the Old CityCITY CENTER - Short walk to the Old City
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies.

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOF - New On MarketHAR NOF - New On Market
* Centrally on Shaulzon St., 90 sqm 3 bdrms.,

including MB ensuite, succah, entrance level.
Needs renovation.

* Shlav B-Expanded apt. to 144 sqm-renovate to your taste

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide, 

Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or  

USA 718-715-0001
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Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345
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Join OUr 
Purim Campaign

Donate through our website
  www.ouisrael.org/purim

Give  Pre-Purim Mishloach Manot to heroic IDF soldiers, 
including OU Israel Youth Centers alumni 

  Price: $18 / NIS 70

מרכזי הנוער
דאורייתא        מקום בלב

 or scan the code   

Donations made to the  OU Israel are tax deductible
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רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
• Martha bat Masha

• AFS
• Avraham ben Baila Hinda

 • שלמה בן אסתר 
 • יהונתן בן מחלה

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  
Tuesday afternoons 1:30-3:30
in the OU Israel Center Library
For more details call 02-585-6806

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410
(Entrance with GREEN PASS)
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Discovering 
God in the 
Every Day

The Rambam described the exalted 
atmosphere which saturated the Beit 
Hamikdash during the festival of Suk-
kot. The height of joy was experienced 
nightly at the simchat beit hashoeva 
which included musical performances 
and dancing. At each gathering the elders 
and prominent Torah scholars led the 
dancing and song. The enormous crowd 
of both men and women would observe 
and be inspired. (Rambam, Hilchot Shofar 
and Sukkah and Lulav, chapter 8:14).

What is the meaning of the term Simchat 
Beit Hashoeva?

A difference of opinion is found in the 
Talmud Bavli and Talmud Yerushalmi 
regarding the definition of this term. The 
Bavli says that it is descriptive of the pour-
ing of water on the altar (shoev means a 
flow) (Sukkah 50b). The Yerushalmi agrees 
that the word shoev refers to a flow, but 
refers not the flow of water, rather the 

flow of ruach hakodesh, a spiritual flow 
from above which can be accessed by those 
present (Sukkah 5:1). 

In this context the Talmud relates the 
stunning episode when Yonah ben Ami-
tai entered the Beit Hamikdash merely 
as a worshipper and was transformed by 
the elevated spirit to such a degree that 
he experienced a rush of prophecy. He 
entered the setting of the Temple one way 
but he left as a prophet.

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik asked the ques-
tion: What was unique about the ‘water 
libation’ that it could actually be life alter-
ing? This is surprising since on a daily basis 
nisuch hayayin (pouring wine on the altar) 
was observed in the Beit Hamikdash. One 
would think that the wine libation which 
is more lofty than the mere water libations 
would have a greater effect on those pres-
ent to inspire a prophetic vision.

The Rav answered this query with a per-
sonal anecdote:

“I was born in Russia and I had never 
seen the ocean. One year, while I was still 
a boy, I took a trip with my uncle to see the 
sea. As we approached and saw the water 
for the first time I was amazed by the deep 
hue and the enormity of the ocean. As I 

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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Avi Assouline
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A graduate of Tel Aviv University
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walked closer and saw the awesome force 
of the waves I suddenly found myself cry-
ing out the words: “Bless Hashem, O my 
soul. Hashem, my God, You are very great; 
You have donned majesty and splendor…
He who roofs the upper chambers with 
water…The watery deep, as with a gar-
ment You covered it…”(Tehillim 104). These 
words were uttered without preparation or 
planning. It was natural. And when I made 
the bracha, oseh maasei bereshit, these 
words were not said formally like so many 
berachot that one says daily. I said these 
words as if I was in the presence of the 
Shechina. I felt that God’s presence could 
be felt in the awesomeness of the sea.” 
Since that time I have seen the sea many 
times. Often the thirty period days have 
passed and therefore I recite the required 
beracha: oseh maasei bereshit. However, 
when I intone this bracha I say it as a hala-
chic requirement, and it does not contain 
hightented emotion. It is the bracha of a 
mitnagid!” (Rabbi Soloveitchik’s Eulogy for 
Rabbi Rivkind, 1976)

The purpose of the Simchat Beit Hasho-
eva celebration was to awaken a Jew to 
be spiritually sensitive to the mundane 
and experience Godliness in every realm; 
to be amazed when encountering even, 

so-called, ordinary events.
“Is there anything more common in life,” 

asked the Rav,”than a cup of water?” We 
wash with it daily, we drink it, drops of 
water fall regularly from the sky. It is so 
common that we take it for granted. Juda-
ism, therefore, calls on a Jew to awaken the 
heart to its wonder. The Jew is to recognize 
the Shechina’s presence in the simplest 
items in nature.

The concept of reciting a blessing before 
eating is meant not only to offer thanks 
in advance of partaking. Rather, it is a 
reminder to be more conscious of the Mel-
ech Haolam, the King of the World, who is 
hidden in every particle of existence. We 
are to recognize in every glass of water the 
presence of God. “We should be dancing in 
our hearts over the joyous realization that 
God has provided us with this gift.” 

A farmer places a seed in the ground. At 
first it appears as if there is no change; the 
earth lies barren. On the surface nothing 
appears to have changed. But suddenly a 
tiny crack in the ground develops and a 
sprout appears. “Is there anything more 
wondrous?”

A noteworthy disagreement among the 
Sages is recorded regarding which blessing 
is recited over water (Berachot 6:8): “If one 

Dr Anthony Goldberg
UK-trained physician and  

Licensed Medical Hypnotherapist
Offers comprehensive therapy for: chronic pain, side-effects of medication, 

preparation for surgery or childbirth, irritable bowel syndrome, stress, anxiety 
states, inability to relax, lack of confidence, insomnia, weight reduction  

and much more
For English-Speaking Adults
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drinks water he recites the blessing Sheha-
kol, ‘that everything came into being with 
his word.” Rabbi Tarfon says: He recites 
the blessing: Boreh Nefashot, ‘the One Who 
creates numerous living things and their 
deficiencies…”. 

Apparently Rabbi Tarfon was not satis-
fied employing the same Shehakol blessing 
which is also recited numerous other items. 
Water is the very foundation of life, growth 
and survival; a unique bracha should be 
employed.

The aforementioned water libation rit-
ual observed in the Temple taught the 
celebrant a secret: God’s presence is to be 
found in all reality. One who awakens his 
consciousness to the presence of God, even 
when drinking a simple glass of water, has 
attained an initial spark of a level of ruach 
hakodesh, divine inspiration. 

Five minutes from Meron! Luxurious holiday 
villa in the North with six large bedrooms, private 
bathrooms, two kitchens, pool, three Jacuzzis, 
dining area, living room surrounded by fruit tree 
gardens. Large balcony with seating areas and 
stunning open view. A perfect affordable retreat 
to treat the mishpocha!
For reservations 
and more details
0584144266

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Evolution or 
Apocalypse

What is the primary function of kor-
banot and mikdash sacrifices? The 
Ramban asserts that a chatat or sin-of-
fering substitutes for the punishment we 
deserve in the wake of our religious fail-
ure. The animal’s death replaces our own 
potential punishment. Beyond the acquit-
tal effect of a sin-offering the broader set 
of korbanot serve a higher mystical pur-
pose, impacting upper realms which lie far 
beyond human reach and understanding. 

By contrast, the Rambam ( in his Guide 
to the Perplexed) proposed a “cultural” 
role for korbanot: ancient pagan cul-
tures routinely slaughtered animals to 
their pagan deities. It would have been 
impossible to abruptly sever the Jewish 
people from these established cultural 
and religious norms. Instead of banning 
sacrifices Hashem redirected them. By 
sacrificing korbanot to Hashem we slowly 
‘wean away’ from pagan rituals. Hashem 
adopted contemporary customs to help 
transition the people from paganism to 
monotheism. 

The Rambam’s view of korbanot raises 
an intriguing and controversial ques-
tion: will sacrifices be restored during 
the Messianic era? After all, the world 

has veered away from paganism and 
from animal slaughter. Moreover, when 
Moshiach arrives, the entire world will 
appreciate Hashem and reject all reli-
gious corruptions. Under those ideal 
conditions korbanot will no longer be 
necessary to stem paganism. Perhaps 
korbanot will not be restored! Perhaps 
their function has already been served! 
This scenario has been roundly rejected 
by our masorah. We regularly daven for 
the restoration of the Mikdash and the 
resumption of korbanot. Every tefilah is 
strewn with multiple references about 
the restoration of korbanot. Even the 
Rambam himself (Hilchot Melachim 11; 
11) details the offering of sacrifices as 
an event which succeeds the arrival of 
Moshiach. The Guide to the Perplexed is a 
philosophical treatise but not a regularly 
cited halachic source. Jewish tradition has 
firmly concluded that korbanot will one 
day be restored. 

In addition to Rambam’s provocative 
comments, many cite several veiled ref-
erences in Rav Kook’s writings (Otzarot 
Re’eyah 2-3, and Olat Re’eyah 1:292) in 
which he vaguely portrays a future of 
expanded religious consciousness which 
has no need for ritual sacrifices. How-
ever, it is unclear whether he refers to 
a Messinaic future or to the next world 
of Olam Habah which will introduce an 
entirely different reality. Even if Rav Kook 
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intended the Messianic era, his position 
suggesting the fading of korbanot remains 
a minority opinion.

Beyond the special question of korbanot 
during Moshiach, this question raises a 
broader issue: how do we view the Mes-
sianic era? Will it be an extension of our 
current state of affairs improving the 
world we know? Will the Messianic era 
be based upon current conventions, and 
existing cultural norms? Or will Moshaich 
inaugurate a complete overhaul of human 
consciousness and transition humanity 
into an entirely different reality. Perhaps 
the human mind of the 21st century finds 
animal sacrifice abhorrent, but the Mes-
sianic mind will not. Will המשיח  be ימות 
evolutionary or apocalyptic?  

This question stems from a veiled state-
ment of the amora Shmuel (Shabbat 63) 
which claims that the “only” novelty of the 
Messianic era will be the elimination of 
 or shibud malchiyut – which”שעבוד מלכיות“
translates literally into suppression and 
tyranny.  In its limited form, this ambigu-
ous phrase could refer to the eradication 
of totalitarian dictators. It can also refer to 
a broader elimination of wars and strife. 
It probably also portrays the restoration 
of Jewish sovereignty and the abolition 
of antisemitism. However, one thing 
seems clear from Shmuel’s statement- the 
Messianic era will not entail a complete 
apocalypse. Rather, it will be an evolution 
and a perfection of our current reality. 

This “evolutionary” view of Moshiach 
contradicts Yeshayahu’s prophecy (chap-
ter 11) about a lamb and a wolf reposing 
peacefully “side-by-side”, as human 
weapons of war are reconfigured into 
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plowshares. This dramatic scene clearly 
indicates the entire world order- includ-
ing the natural order will be reconstituted. 
Those who take Shmuel’s statement lit-
erally (such as the Rambam), interpret 
Yeshayahu as mere metaphor. Yeshayahu 
doesn’t refer to actual wolves and sheep. 
Instead, he describes a world of violence 
turned peaceful by using a metaphor of 
sheep and wolves reconciling. 

To summarize: there are two different 
versions of the Messianic era. One which 
is evolutionary and doesn’t radically alter 
human consciousness or the world order. 
The second version is more apocalyptic 
and entails a complete overhaul of every-
thing we know. 

Which will occur? It is impossible to 
say. To paraphrase the Rambam in his 
description of the Messianic era: “we 
will only fully know the details of this 
event once it occurs”. There is no way 
to accurately predict when the era will 
begin, how it will unfold and what real-
ity it will introduce. This information was 
intentionally encrypted by Hashem who 
doesn’t want us distracted by Messianic 
fever at the cost of halachic, moral and 
practical engagement with this world. 
Throughout the ages Millenarians- or 
those who actively labor toward a uto-
pian apocalypse- have wreaked great 
havoc upon humanity. 

While we can’t predict whether Moshi-
ach will be evolutionary or apocalyptic, it 
is important to believe in the possibility of 
an apocalypse. We have become too confi-
dent in, and too comfortable with modern 
society. As humanity has advanced and 
evolved, we have become duped into 

“generationism” or the delusion that our 
generation is superior to previous ones. 
Indeed, we have witnessed spectacu-
lar success and innovation, but in many 
spheres society has degenerated. We must 
believe that there can be a different con-
dition introduced by Hashem to replace 
and radically improve our own. Despite 
our impressive human success, there is 
a divine order which far surpasses the 
human one.

Most moderns bristle at the prospect of 
animal sacrifice. People of faith conjure 
the vision to imagine a world reland-
scaped by Hashem and which accredits 
animal sacrifice. The ability to imagine a 
divinely-crafted reality is a cornerstone of 
faith and of our belief in higher wisdom. 
We don’t invest absolute belief in our own 
reality- as impressive and evolutionary as 
it feels.

The greatest fall in life is to fall so far 
that you forget you have fallen. Two 
thousand years ago we fell. After our 
national betrayals we were evicted from 
Yerushalayim, and the world shifted. We 
have labored under imperfect conditions 
for two millennia. Despite being short-
handed, we have crafted a rich Jewish 
experience and have thrived even as we 
were deficient in so many vital elements of 
Jewish identity such as: prophecy, Temple, 
Sanhedrin,  monarchy, and sovereignty. 
Despite our handicaps we flourished. 
However, this world isn’t our ideal real-
ity. As we try to restore a perfect state we 
must continue to believe in the unbeliev-
able and imagine the unimaginable. For a 
Jew, apocalyptic consciousness is essential 
to faith and to identity. 
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Real Life Rescues 
Rescuing A Family Of Five  
From War-Torn Ukraine

After having received reports of several injured and sick Ukrainian refugees needing evacuation on 
Wednesday afternoon, Dr. Zev Neuwirth lead a small covert team of United Hatzalah medical personnel 
into Ukraine to extricate these patients. The team also brought medical equipment and supplies to provide 
treatment and support to an additional 150 Ukrainian refugees on a convoy headed out of the country. 

 Along the way, the team encountered several hair-raising instances and were forced to confront 
soldiers and military roadblocks. During one of these incidents, the team was looking for shelter and found 
itself on the streets after curfew. They were found by soldiers who aimed their weapons at the medical team 
and shouted warnings for them to halt. The team complied and identified themselves as a medical aid team. 
After a tense 20 minutes, Dr. Neuwirth’s team was able to extricate itself from the situation without harm. 

 The team found shelter in a small abandoned apartment in Odessa, not too far from the opera house. 
“We had to sleep on the floor and avoid windows so as not to run the risk of getting shot,” relayed Dr. 
Neuwirth after the incident. “We had minimal heat but we made due. We are considered extremely 
suspicious. It’s wartime in the full sense of things and everyone who enters here, especially those who speak 
a different language is a potential infiltrator or spy. Even though we 
are here to help, we are being watched.”

 Dr. Neuwirth and the United Hatzalah team had made 
arrangements with the local support ground to receive the means 
to extricate the family of five injured people on Thursday morning. 
“When we received the information, we knew we had to drop 
everything and go. We can’t miss any windows of opportunity to 
extricate injured patients from inside Ukraine. We will be extracting 
five patients tomorrow, including an infant,” Dr. Neuwirth wrote 
during the operation.  

 On Thursday morning, the team finally made contact with 
the hospital who provided assistance and direction, and together 
with subsequent local support, procured ambulances to transport 
the patients out of the city to their waiting vehicles for evacuation 
across the Maldovan border. Dr. Neuwirth explained, “We loaded 
up the patients onto the ambulances and succeeded at exiting the 
city. A short while later we heard air raid sirens and explosions, the entire drive was tense for everyone 
involved until we reached the safety of the border.”

On Thursday evening, just after 4:00 p.m. Dr. Neuwirth proudly reported that the 22-hour rescue 
operation had been a success and that the family had been safely brought to the Moldovan border where 
United Hatzalah volunteers were granted permission to be able to receive the incoming family and then 
continued the ongoing emergency medical treatment and care. 

“United Hatzalah’s mission is to provide medical relief and care for Ukrainian refugees,” Dr. Neuwirth 
explained. “When we have the ability and the opportunity to help those inside Ukraine,  we have a 
specialized team that can and will do this as well. I am a Lieutenant Commander who served for six years as 
a naval medical officer who was most recently assigned to the 4th Civil Affairs Group of the United States 
Marine Corps. acting as the officer in charge, I am no stranger to these types of medical rescue operations 
and hence I was asked to lead this team. I am confident that God will watch over us and help us help these 
suffering souls so that we can get them to safety and ease their pain and suffering. This whole ordeal is far 
from over and as long as people are in need of help we will be here to help them.” 

1221
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Hashem’s Presence both in the day and at 
night – for Hashem “creates day and night, 
removing light before darkness and dark-
ness before light” (Evening prayer) – and 
dawn represents a renewed opportunity to 
serve Hashem.

This idea is highlighted in our Parsha. The 
Kohanim are instructed to ensure that the 
fire of the Olah sacrifice (the burnt-offer-
ing) burns all night and continually. In the 
morning, the priest places the ashes next to 
the Altar and then removes them to a clean 
place while wearing worn garments.

These priestly actions symbolize that 
whatever dross accumulates at night, for 
the Jewish people, the new day presages 
an opportunity to begin its task anew each 
day. The modest clothes indicate that nei-
ther past failings nor smugness over our 
achievements must intrude on today’s 
renewed devotion to the service of the 
Almighty (Hirsch).

As the root word קרב (Karev) implies, 
the daily sacrifices (קרבנות-Korbanot) in 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

Layla Tov
Let’s talk about the night. The Talmud 

relates that when Adam Harishon saw the 
first sunset, he was frightened (Avodah 
Zara 8a). Indeed, as day turns into night, 
we sense a growing mood of trepidation 
because the light turns into darkness. Night 
portends danger and decay, perhaps even a 
return to chaos (Tehillim 91: 5-6).

This sense of foreboding is echoed nightly 
when we ask Hashem to lay us down to 
sleep and to spread over us the shelter of 
His peace. Likewise, on Shabbat eve, we 
express how nice it is to thank Hashem 
for his kindness (Geulah – Redemption) at 
dawn and His faith (in us despite our mis-
demeanors) in the nights (of Exile) when it 
seems that He is most distant.

For the heathens, dawn was a time to 
renew the battle with the gods who held 
them in bondage during the night. How-
ever, in our Jewish tradition, we are to feel 

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים



OU ISRAEL CENTER         47

the Mishkan and Beit Hamikdash were to 
bring us closer to Hashem. We might then 
conclude by paraphrasing Harav Samson 
Raphael Hirsch’s incisive observation that 
it is not the night that drags the day with it 
into the grave of mortality, but, rather, the 
day raises the night into a life of nearness 
to God. 

In the spirit of the psalmist (77:7), may 
our nights thus be a time for rest and reflec-
tion, and for prayer and meditation, 

“When I call to remembrance my song,
And commune with my heart;
And my spirit will make a diligent search.”  
Shabbat Shalom!

Tickets:
www.negevlightopera.com

08-6414081
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Beer Sheva Mishkan

Eshkol Regional Hall

Modi’in Heichal Hatarbut
Rehovot Michael Sela Auditorium
Jerusalem Theatre

Raanana Yad Lebanim
March 30  20:00

March 14   19:30

March 28  19:30
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April 7      19:30

LOGON proudly presents - 
Our 40th Anniversary Show

An original satirical revue
featuring your favorite
Broadway songs. 

Director: Yaacov Amsellem, Musical Director: David Waldmann, Choreographer: Keshet Margolis-Stein, Book: Jeff Meshel

In English with Hebrew Surtitles.

אביטל - 0545747838
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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This year we in Yerushalayim are 
celebrating Purim on Erev Shab-
bat. In these circumstances there 

is considerable debate as to the proper time 
to conduct the Seudat Purim. Many authori-
ties rule that ideally the Seuda should begin 
before Chatzot-(halachic midday). How-
ever there is another perhaps less familiar 
custom to hold the festive meal in the late 
afternoon as on any other Purim and then 
continue the Seuda as the same meal into 
the Friday night Seudat Shabbat.

A great early 20th Century Sefardic 
authority, Rav Refael Aharon ben Shimon 
zt’l, known for his important work, Nahar 
Mitzrayim wrote:

“When Purim falls on Erev Shabbat, there 
is a nice and pleasant custom to conduct the 
Seudat Purim after Mincha on Friday and 
then when the time to begin Shabbat arrives, 
in the midst of the Seuda, poreis mapah 
umekadeish- spread a cloth over the 
table and recite Kiddush, and this is the 
custom in Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh, may it 
be renewed and rebuilt, and is the practice of 
many righteous, devout individuals...”

The Nahar Mitzrayim, in explaining this 
custom, is referencing the well known 
Gemara in Masechet Pesachim (100 a):
יוֵֹסי  י  ְוַרבִּ ְיהּוָדה[  י  ]ְוַרבִּ גְַּמִליֵאל  ן  בֶּ ְמעוֹן  שִׁ ן  ַרבָּ בְּ ה  ּוַמֲעשֶׂ
ן  ַרבָּ ֵליּה  ֲאַמר  ַהּיוֹם,  ֲעֵליֶהם  ׁש  ְוִקדֵּ ַעּכוֹ  בְּ ין  ְמסּובִּ ָהיּו  שֶׁ

ְוֵניחּוׁש  ַנְפִסיק  י, ְרצוְֹנָך  ַרבִּ יוֵֹסי: בְּ י  ְלַרבִּ גְַּמִליֵאל  ן  ְמעוֹן בֶּ שִׁ

ב  ה ְמַחבֵּ כׇל יוֹם ְויוֹם ַאתָּ ְלִדְבֵרי ְיהּוָדה ֲחֵביֵרנּו? ָאַמר לוֹ: בְּ

י ְיהּוָדה  ְבֵרי ַרבִּ ב דִּ ה ְמַחבֵּ יו ַאתָּ י ְיהּוָדה, ְוַעְכשָׁ ָבַריי ִלְפֵני ַרבִּ דְּ

ּפוֵֹרס  א  ֶאלָּ ִית״...  בָּ בַּ י  ִעמִּ ה  ְלכָּ ַהמַּ ֶאת  ִלְכּבוֹׁש  ״ֲהַגם  ָפַני?  בְּ

ׁש. ה ּוְמַקדֵּ ַמפָּ

And there was an incident involving Rab-
ban Shimon ben Gamliel, and Rebbi Yehuda, 
and Rebbi Yosi, who were reclining and eat-
ing together in Akko on Friday afternoon, 
and the time for Shabbat arrived, i.e., Shab-
bat began. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said 
to Rebbi Yosi: Berabbi, is it your will that 
we should interrupt and end our meal and 
be concerned for the statements of our col-
league Yehuda, who maintains that one is 
obligated to interrupt his meal? Rebbe Yosi 
answered him: Each and every day you 
cherish my statements before those of Rebbi 
Yehuda, and rule in accordance with my 
opinion, and now you cherish the statement 
of Rabbi Yehuda before me? Rebbi Yosi con-
tinued to answer by quoting the verse from 
Megilat Esther: “Will he even force the queen 
before me in the house?” (Esther 7:8)... rather 
we shall spread a cloth over the table and 
recite kiddush...

Our gemara, deals with a scenario, 
when three great Torah scholars sitting 
together for a meal on Erev Shabbat, which 
continued right up to the time of the com-
mencement of Shabbat. Of course,we must 
ask the question, how could it be that these 
three great scholars were sitting and having 
what seems to be an extensive feast late in 
the afternoon on Erev Shabbat? 

Rav Shlomo Aviner shlita, shares the 
following account from his great teacher, 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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Rav Tzvi Yehuda Kook zt’l,  the son of Rav 
Avraham Yitzchak Kook zy’a:

“And how was  the Seudat Purim commem-
orated in my father, our master the Rav zt’l ‘s 
home, when it coincided with Erev Shabbat? 
We would begin the seuda a little bit earlier 
than usual, and the Seuda would continue 
until Shabbat had arrived. There in the 
original Yeshiva building, the entire Purim 
my father the Rav was like a well overflow-
ing with insights, original ideas, nistar and 
chasidut, all in accordance and appropriate 
with who happened to be sitting with him at 
the moment...

My father, the Rav, explained that the 
familiar gemara of the three sages who were 
sitting together for a meal on Erev Shabbat, 
which continued right up to the time of the 
commencement of Shabbat, clearly must 
have been describing a Purim Seuda during 
a year when Purim occured on Erev Shabbat! 
It is for this reason that Rebbi Yosi cites the 
pasuk from Megilat Esther in substantiating 
his opinion...”

We see from both this account from 
Rav Kook zt’l, and the psak  of the Nahar 
Mitzrayim cited above, that there is a well 
established custom to combine the Purim 
feast, with the regular Shabbat meal,em-
ploying the concept of poreis mapah 
umekadeish- by spreading a cloth over the 
table and reciting kiddush. 

However, as this approach presents us 
with a number of halachic issues to be clari-
fied, it is important that one fully researches 
and consults with a competent halachic 
authority before employing this approach.

 Despite this debate as to when to conduct 
our Purim Seuda, the juxtaposition of Purim 
with Erev Shabbat, is full with incredible 

potential for spiritual clarity.
Indeed the Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer 

Rebbe zy’a, wrote:
‘When Purim coincides with Shabbat, we 

have the joining together of Zachor et asher 
asah lecha Amalek-Remember what Amalek 
did unto you, and Zachor et Yom HaShabbat 
Lekadsho-Remember the day of Shabbat and 
sanctify it. This presents us with a unique 
opportunity, to truly overcome the influence 
of Amalek, and bring a heightened clarity, and 
remove any remnant of Amalek that we may 
have become influenced by during the year...”

Yehi Ratzon, as we transition this Erev 
Shabbat from the awesome day of salvation 
that is Purim, to that sacred day of clarity 
that is Shabbat Kodesh, may we indeed be 
blessed to taste that complete goodness we 
long for each day.

Purim Sameach and Shabbat Shalom! 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

308:4), basing himself on the Terumat 
Hadeshen (I:70), gives tefillin the same rules 
as a kli shemelachto l’heter (a standard 
permissible object), i.e., it is not muktzeh. 
However, the Taz (308:3) and the Magen 
Avraham (308:11) treat tefillin like a kli 
shemelachto l’issur (a utensil whose main 
uses are for forbidden actions) because 
we rule (Shulchan Aruch, OC 31:1) that it 
is forbidden to don tefillin on Shabbat. The 
Mishna Berura (308:24) says that one can 
rely on the Rama only under extenuating 
circumstances. Indeed, Halichot Shlomo 
(Tefilla 4:32) views tefillin that fell to the 
floor, even if they are in their bag, as such 
an extenuating circumstance and allows 
picking them and up putting them in the 
first possible place. 

However, these sources are insufficient 
to have permitted you to pick up the batim 
because you asked about empty batim, not 
tefillin. It is true that they were once part 
of tefillin¸ but when something breaks off 
from a kli, it becomes muktzeh (Shulchan 

Batim of 
Tefillin on 
the Floor on 
Shabbat

Question: The “retired” tefillin batim (in 
which the parshiyot go) I keep in a closet 
fell to the floor on Shabbat, inside a flimsy 
plastic bag. I intuited that it was better to 
pick them up than to leave them in disgrace 
on the floor. Was that correct?

Answer: There are ample sources on the 
premise that certain Rabbinic violations 
of Shabbat are waived to protect holy arti-
cles, including tefillin. The mishna (Eruvin 
95a) says that one who finds tefillin in an 
unprotected place may wear them in order 
to enable him to bring them to a secure 
area without carrying. The gemara (ibid. 
97a) says that if it is not feasible to wear 
(all of) them, he may carry them in inter-
vals of less than four amot. The gemara and 
poskim take for granted that muktzeh does 
not preclude such actions. 

Tosafot, in explaining the gemara that 
one may send tefillin to his friend on Yom 
Tov (Beitza 15a), says it is not muktzeh 
because it is not prohibited to wear tefillin 
on Shabbat and Yom Tov, just that it is not 
a requirement. The Rama (Orach Chayim 

 CHESED FUND
"Umatanot Le'evyonim." 
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Aruch, OC 308:6). Even if the batim are not 
broken but can be used again in the future 
for tefillin, they are not considered a kli 
now since their return to tefillin requires 
an expert (see Chayei Adam 73:13) and also 
it is forbidden to do so on Shabbat. 

Therefore, we must return to the idea 
that saving tefillin from disgrace allows 
violating certain Rabbinic prohibitions. It is 
difficult to suffice with the aforementioned 
mishna, as commentators understand that 
there is concern there for great disgrace 
(see Rashi, Eiruvin 75a; Dirshu 301:109). 
Maybe, then, here it is sufficient to cover 
up the tefillin (see Shulchan Aruch, OC 
301:42). However, we do find leniency 
regarding holy things that are on the floor. 
The contemporary sefer Shalmei Yehuda 
(1:4) cites Rav Elyashiv and Rav Binyamin 
Zilber as allowing one to pick off the floor 
even non-useful scraps of paper with Torah 
writings on them, which are muktzeh, to 
save them from disgrace. Batim that were 
already used for tefillin have the kedusha at 

least of tashmishei kedusha, as they housed 
the sacred tefillin scrolls, and they require 
geniza (Ginzei Hakodesh 6:6). (The bayit of 
the tefillin shel rosh is even more sacred due 
to the letters shin on their sides.) Therefore, 
if it is permitted to pick up the geniza-des-
tined piece of paper when it is muktzeh, it 
should likewise be permitted and proper 
to lift up the batim. This is not a trivial con-
clusion. One could distinguish between 
the paper that is directly on the floor and 
the batim that are in the bag. Additionally, 
some Acharonim forbid (see Orchot Chaim 
19:(56)) picking up sacred muktzeh articles 
without special grounds for obviating the 
problem of muktzeh. 

When considering everything, though, 
we agree with your intuition to pick them 
up. In this case, one who wants to be 
stringent on muktzeh is being lenient on 
disgracing something with sanctity. We will 
not suggest complicated means of being 
machmir for both with creativity because, 
generally, this is not something that the 
poskim prescribe in such cases. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 
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 אשרי
ולמנצח מזמור לדוד

Rachel had prepared for the interview for 
weeks. This was her dream job - she just 
had to get the position! As she left the long-
awaited meeting, she played and replayed 
in her mind all that had been said. She was 
plagued with a dreadful feeling that she 
hadn’t presented herself properly. Despite 
her best intentions, she felt that everything 
had come out wrong. She left with a feeling 
of depression and inadequacy.

As one nears the completion of Shacharit, 
one may find himself in a mode of self-doubt. 
Did I do a good enough job? I tried to have 
kavanah but maybe I got distracted in the mid-
dle. Who says I deserve to have my prayers 
answered? These thoughts can be over-
whelming. We try so hard, we have the best 
intentions, but we forget, get distracted, and 
just can’t seem to reach our goals. And then 
we feel simply inadequate.

The closing of the Shacharit service comes 
to answer our feelings of self-doubt. We 
begin with אשרי, which we already recited 
earlier during Pesukei dZimra. In our earlier 

study of אשרי, we noted that the Gemara 
(Brachot 4b) says that a person should recite 
 three times a day in order to emphasize אשרי
to himself the fact that Hashem is פותח את ידך 

 He opens His Hand and – ומשביע לך כך חי רצון
nourishes every single person. He is there 
for us on a very personal level. This message 
is so important that we recite this prayer 
twice within Shacharit! This second recital is 
conveniently placed at the end of the Tefilla, 
reassuring us that even if we didn’t do the 
best job, Hashem will take care of us. Simi-
larly, we say “חנון ורחום ה’ ארך אפיים וגדל חסד. טוב 

 Hashem is merciful – ”ה’ לכל ורחמיו על כל מעשיו
and full of Chessed. These and other key 
lines in אשרי help to bolster and renew our 
confidence.

We then move on to the Mizmor (Tehillim 
20) of למנצח מזמור לדוד. Here Dovid HaMelech 
gives us a pep talk, telling us not to worry, 
Hashem will answer our Tefilllot - 

 Hashem will answer you on – יענך ה’ ביום צרה
your day of suffering

 Hashem will give – יתן לך כלבבך וכל עצתך ימלא
you according to your heart’s will and all of 
your plans He will fulfill.

 Hashem will fulfill your – ימלא ה’ כל משאלותך

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

continued on next page...
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desires.
 Hashem will save – ה’ הושיע המלך יעננו ביום קראנו

you, the King will answer you on the day that 
you call to him.

This mizmor is the perfect message that we 
need to hear at this point in our Tefilla. As 
Rabbi Eliyahu Munk writes in his sefer עולם 

– התפילות
 באה כדי לתת לנו חיזוק פנימי ובטחון עצמי, בטרם“ 

ולמל ־נצא מארבע אמות של בית הכנסת לתוך החיים 

 This mizmor comes to – ”חמת הקיום היום-יומית
give us encouragement and self-confidence 
as we leave the ד’ אמות of the Beit Knessest 
and enter into real life and the daily war of 
existence. 

Let us try and internalize this message 
and instead of walking out of our “meeting” 
with Hashem with a feeling of depression 
and inadequacy, let us be bolstered with 
a renewed sense of calm and a breath of 
confidence. 

FOR SALE
TOWNHOUSE NEXT TO PARK HAMESILA
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Changing 
Fate

Last time we asked whether a couple 
who have the chance of passing on a 
genetic abnormality to their children are 
obligated to procreate. Our study of the 
Talmudic passage in which Yeshayahu 
admonishes Chizkiyahu for not getting 
married and having children, suggests 
that the mitzvah of procreation is valid 
and binding even regardless of the nature 
of our children.

But modern medicine has presented 
such unfortunate parents with the oppor-
tunity to change this fate. We are able to 
offer such a couple a procedure called 
preimplantation genetic diagnosis, or 
PGD. This involves undergoing an in-vitro 
fertilization which develops the fertilized 
eggs in the laboratory. Cells can then be 
removed from these developing embryos 
and the DNA from these cells can be ana-
lyzed. We are able to check the entire 
genome of the fertilized eggs and ascer-
tain whether they carry certain genes 
and genetic abnormalities. The clinic and 
the couple can then decide whether to use 
the embryos or discard them. If they con-
tain the unwanted genetic traits then the 
decision will usually be to not use them, 
and, if necessary, discard them. Only those 

embryos that have the desired genetic 
code will be eventually returned to the 
uterus, implant and develop into healthy 
children.

This can change the couple’s fate and 
their children’s prognosis. They no longer 
need to have the fear that their children 
will carry these traits and they can have 
an almost guaranteed certainty that their 
children will not inherit these undesirable 
genetic traits.

It should be pointed out, before we get 
too excited about the possibilities, that 
there is no guarantee that a child born after 
PGD will be healthy. This is for two reasons; 
first, the concept in genetics of mosaicism. 
People may have more than one set of cells 
in their body. Some of the cells may carry 
a genetic abnormality while others do 
not. When performing PGD we may get a 
result that is inaccurate due to mosaicism. 
In addition, while we can select “good” 
embryos we cannot determine that the 
embryo will have no disease and never get 
sick. We can detect a lot of genetic informa-
tion, but there is a lot that we do not know. 
Not all disease is genetic and so PGD does 
not guarantee health, only a good chance 
of eradicating a particular unwanted trait.

Now that PGD is available, most would 
permit a couple to use it, especially when 
dealing with a fatal disease. But are couple 
obligated to use PGD?

More on this next time. 
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Otzar Beit 
Din#3 –  
20th century

The return to Zion and to agriculture in 
the late 19th century brought with it the 
need to find solutions to observe the shem-
itah year. 

While using otzar beit din was proposed 
by several rabbis earlier, a small-scale otzar 
beit din was first formed in the shemitah of 
5670 (1909-1910) with the support of Rabbi 
Avraham Yitzchak Kook (Rabbi of Jaffa and 
the colonies at the time, 1865-1935) and 
Rabbi Chayim Berlin (Rabbi of Jerusalem 
and eldest son of the Netziv, 1832-1912) 
along with other rabbis of the Old Yishuv of 
Jerusalem.  

While not much is known about the scale 
and modus operandi of this system, it was 
the forerunner of the otzar beit din we know 
today and it was accepted by the perushim 
and hassidic communities (parallel of the 
haredi society today).

Chazon Ish - The Pioneer of the Modern 
Otzar Beit Din System

The Chazon Ish was the pioneer of the 
modern otzar beit din, whose halachic 
innovations and rulings form the basis of 
the system today. 

Starting in the shemitah of  5705 

(1944-5), the Chazon Ish traveled all over 
Israel, guiding farmers interested in using 
the system, especially the Poalei Agudat 
Yisrael moshavim, such as Yesodot, Beit Chil-
kiya, and kibbutz Chafetz Chayim.  

The halachic innovations of the Chazon 
Ish include:

1. Farmers themselves can serve as the 
agents of the beit din in their own 
fields, unlike in the Tosefta, where the 
court appointed its own agents. 

2. The farmers receive a fixed salary 
for their work, as well as supervisors 
and others in the distribution chain. 
Consumers pay when receiving the 
produce to cover these salaries and 
expenses.

3. Activities are permitted also on behalf 
of the produce – “Ukmey Peira”, and 
not only to save the trees - “Ukmey 
Ilana”.

4. Even though the produce has kedu-
shat shevi’it, it can be weighed for 
the purpose of distribution. This cir-
cumvents the prohibition of weighing 
shemitah produce.

The produce using this method has kedu-
shat shevi’it.
The Chazon Ish’s solution has enjoyed the 

support of the majority of Torah giants in 
both haredi and religious Zionist communi-
ties and is viewed by many as the best viable 
halachic solution for shemitah observance 
today. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!
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Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
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To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels



60     TORAH TIDBITS 1460 / TZAV 5782

Midrash in Vayikra Rabbah(1:16) provides 
a list of fifty eight(!) distinct emotions that 
the heart of any single individual can 
experience. These emotions can range 
from joy to sadness, arrogance to sub-
mission, and calmness to anger. We can 
and must relate to G-d using our entire 
spectrum of emotions. Iyov may have 
angrily questioned G-d over his suffering, 
but one must note the alternative path of 
cold shouldered silence Iyov could have 
taken. Any relationship will experience 
periods of ups and downs but it is critical 
to continue the conversation throughout. 
Tefillah, mirroring the system of korbanot 
meticulously recorded in this week’s par-
sha, allows for an appropriate framework 
of continuous interaction between Man 
and G-d, regardless of potential emotional 
currents.

Abigael Elkaim
11th Grade, Modiin

Let The Flame Go 
On

In this week’s parsha ,Tzav, it describes 
the various sacrifices that the Kohanim 
and Aaron and his sons are commanded 
to do. The text says, “A constant fire shall 
burn upon the Altar; it shall never go out.” 
Rabbi Menachem Schneerson writes that 
“the altar represents a man’s heart. Thus 
the requirement to have fire burning 
continually on the altar signifies that our 

Ephraim Fruchter
Jerusalem Madrich

With All Thy Heart
A certain Mrs. Cooper-

man, a pious if untaught elderly widow 
in the synagogue of Rabbi Emanuel Feld-
man’s(1927-) youth, is described as having 
“recited every single prayer on every 
single page of the service,” regardless of 
the time of year(Tradition Journal 29.2). 
Her naturalness and authenticity in the 
encounter with G-d, unconcerned with 
keeping to the beat of decorum or the 
image of pomp and circumstance deserves 
emulation. Mrs. Cooperman embodied the 
Talmudic dictum(said in relation to both 
sacrifices and prayer) “one who brings a 
substantial offering and one who brings 
a meager offering have equal merit, pro-
vided that they direct their heart toward 
Heaven(Menachot 110a).” 

The ultimate performance of prayer is 
missed when we parrot the words but lack 
the personal involvement and investment 
needed to take spiritual flight. Reaching 
the pinnacle of the tefillah experience, 
as a complete “service of the heart”(Ta-
anit 2a), requires the fusion of both 
external enunciation and internal inten-
tionality. However, to experience a true 
conversation with G-d, each person must 
authentically reflect and express their 
feelings born of a specific moment. The 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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hearts should be kept continually afire 
with the palpable love of God.” 

But how do we sustain the fire that 
should constantly go on upon our hearts? 
How are our hearts comparable to the 
sacrifices upon the altar? It’s by doing 
mitzvot that ignites the fire but going 
above the code of law through sacrifices 
is what sustains it! Fulfilling mitzvot in our 
day-to-day lives can ignite the flame in our 
hearts and make us grow, especially doing 
mitzvot that helps others out, no matter 
how little they may be. Yet, in order to do 
mitzvot for others, they often require us to 
make sacrifices. 

If you are having a busy day walking on 
the street and suddenly someone comes 
up to you and asks for money, the nice 
thing to do is sacrifice five minutes of 
your busy schedule to a person in need 
and help them out. There is so much 
importance in our society revolving 
around time and money, so sacrificing a 
little bit of that for someone in need is 
very impactful. Not only does the altar 
represent a man’s heart individually, the 
fire can also be compared to the Jewish 
people as a whole. An idea according to 
Rav Adler: “The Midrash observes that the 
mizbayach of Moshe Rabbaynu’s mishkan 
was used for 116 years- 39 years in the 
desert, 14 years in Gilgal, 13 years in Nov, 
and 50 years in Givon. During all those 
years, the altar fire burned continuously. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

They were never extinguished. We, the 
Jewish people, are also compared to 
a fire, a light, that will never be extin-
guished. The light we give to the world is 
sometimes diminished, sometimes not as 
strong as it could be, and sometimes our 
people are so weakened and threatened 
that our light can hardly emanate from 
us. But we are never extinguished.”

 It is true that the Jewish people have 
suffered many hardships throughout the 
years, but our fire never burned out. No 
matter how low life can get, always keep 
your hopes up high and never let the flame 
you hold in your heart go out. Yom Tov! 

Hillel Levin - The Matza Man at: hillel.leib@gmail.comHillel Levin - The Matza Man: www.matzaman.co.il 

Time to order your Healthful Specialty Shmura Matza
Hand and machine

 Whole Wheat  Organic Whole Spelt  GF Gluten Free Oat
Distributed Throughout Eretz Yisroel
For more details, including hechsherim, email:
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CAMP DROR
מחנה דרור

Since its establishment in 1995 by 
OU Israel and NCSY, Camp Dror, 
a two and a half week Orthodox 

Jewish sleepaway camp for campers 
entering grades 5 – 11, has provided hun-
dreds of boys and girls from Israel and 
around the world with a unique com-
bination of summer fun, Zionism and 
Torah learning. Over the years, we have 
continued to enhance our programs and 
infuse even more informal education and 
fun into each day. In 2017 the Fagin Lead-
ership Program was added to enrich the 
summer camp experience of our teens. 
We have also formed a collaboration with 
Yachad Israel and this summer we look 
forward to welcoming NCSY CHAI also to 

our campus. 
Comprehensive staff training is critical 

for running a strong camp program. Camp 
Dror recognizes the importance of this and 
we have already started planning for Sum-
mer 2022. Shabbat Parshat Pekudei was a 
dedicated Summer Staff Training Shabba-
ton for the incoming Camp Dror staff. In 
addition to having opportunities for con-
necting and getting to know one another, 
the entire Shabbat was modeled on the 
beautiful Shabbat programming typical to 
Camp Dror. 

Friday began with an introduction 
to Camp Dror, followed by an interac-
tive improv session with Debbie Hirsch. 
The counselors were taught how to turn 
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conversations around to frame things in a 
more positive way. They were also taught 
other practical tricks and tips for helping 
campers feel more comfortable in camp. 

All the tefillot were led by our Boys’ 
campus staff members. In addition to 
wonderful zmirot at each meal, the male 
and female counselors gave divrei Torah, 
and infused each meal with the full Camp 
Dror spirit. Shabbat morning chavrutot 
learning was organized by the newest 
senior staff members, Tali and Josh Harris, 
heads of the Fagin Leadership Program. 

Among the sessions was a panel dis-
cussion where returning staff members 
shared insights about their experiences 
with the new incoming staff members. 
The counselors also had an opportunity 
to share games and activity ideas with 
one another and actually played each 
game so they could add them to their 
repertoire. Each campus held their own 
individual staff meetings and discussed 
ways we can continue to improve upon 
our outstanding existing programming. 

Shabbat ended with a moving havda-
lah filled with singing in true Camp Dror 
fashion. The counselors were not ready to 
leave until we had packed up cartons of 
their donations which were sent to shli-
chim of Lavi-Olami in Budapest for the 
Jewish Ukrainian refugees. 

The campers and staff gave rave 
reviews for every aspect of the weekend. 
In the words of one counselor, “It was a 

Shabbat full of interesting conversa-
tions, fun team building activities, and 
a good atmosphere. We connected and 
formed a very strong team which I am 
sure will help us a lot in our roles as 
counselors with our campers.” 

Many thanks to Chaim Pelzner, Cindy 
Wiesel, Vered Ganan, Tsofia Maoz, Meir 
Vonhotzker, Kobi Ziat, and Tali and Josh 
Harris, for the outstanding coordination 
and programming. 

There are a limited number of camper 
spots still available for Camp Dror 
this summer. Please visit our website  
www.campdror.com for information and 
to register.

SHIUR SPONSORS
Thursday, February 17 - Rabbi Baruch Taub’s shiur  

was sponsored by David & Ahuva Hochhauser in memory of  
David’s grandmother, Pearl Hochhauser a”h - yarzheit was 18 Adar 1

Monday, March 7 - Morning shiurim were sponsored  
by Estelle Harris for the safety of Ukrainian Jews and citizens  

and in appreciation for all of the excellent programs,  
shiurim and teachers at the OU Israel Center  

Tuesday, March 7 - Rabbi Taub’s shiur was sponsored  
for the yahrzeit of Yisrael ben Yakov haCohen z”l

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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