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As Jews we live by the con-
cept of כל ישראל ערבים זה לזה. For 
those of us who are fortunate 
to live in Israel, we are often 
the focus of Tefillot and sup-

port from our brothers and sisters around 
the world. Whenever Israel is in need, Jew-
ish communities overseas do what they can 
to help. Our military, hospitals, educational 
institutions, Torah centers and so many 
more vital institutions have been built using 
funds sent from brethren around the world.

Over the last few weeks I have come to 
realize how important it is to help people 
understand that the concept of כל ישראל ערבים 
 is a two way street. Earlier this week I זה לזה
was asked to speak to 60 Yeshiva high school 
students and I began with a question: today 
is Tuesday, March 1. Was your Davening 
this morning different from last week? I 
received many responses. I am davening for 
my friend’s niece who is sick. I am davening 
for a family friend because he is sick. I am 
davening for our family friend who lost his 
job and needs Parnassah. 

I continued to ask the same question and 
was saddened to see that no one mentioned 
what has been going on in Ukraine. To its 
credit, this Yeshiva high school does not 
allow the use of smartphones in an effort to 
keep the boys focused on their learning. But 
our brothers and sisters in Ukraine are fac-
ing a terrifying reality. Some are in hiding. 
Some are starving. Some are trying to find 
a way out of the country. Some are trying to 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

reach Israel. Some are trying to reach their 
relatives in other countries. 

Our power as Am Yisrael is that we care 
for humanity - especially our brethren - no 
matter how far the distance between us. My 
conversation with these boys made me real-
ize that it is incumbent on us to educate one 
another about the needs of those living in 
Ukraine and do what we can to help. Hearing 
their responses brought up many emotions 
for me. We are Am Yisrael. A nation that does 
everything in its power to help one another 
and it is what makes us special.

I once attended a wedding in Vancouver 
during one of the many military operations 
taking place in Gaza. Before the Chuppah 
started, the family asked the crowd to join 
them in saying Tehillim for the safety of our 
soldiers and success in our efforts. 

I once sat in a meeting in a New York office 
and the phone of the business man I was meet-
ing began to ring with a צבע אדום alert. As he 
was not an Israeli he explained that he uses the 
 app and set the notifications to send צבע אדום
an alert whenever an alarm goes off in Israel 
so that he can stop what he is doing and say 
Tehillim for our safety. 

I’ve stood in Shuls outside of Israel as they 
say the תפילה לשלום המדינה and the מי שברך לחיילי 
 .צה”ל

Each of these experiences embodies כל 
זה לזה  and I could spend years ישראל ערבים 
talking about all the ways I have felt cared 
for and loved by Jews outside of Israel. OU 
Israel has also benefited from the donations 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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that pour in from around the world, helping 
us care for our youth, inspire Anglo-Israelis 
and solidify the foundation of Am Yisrael 
within Eretz Yisrael. Now it is time for us to 
take care of those in Ukraine. 

Over the last few weeks, as the crisis in 
Ukraine began to unfold, I heard people ask 
why families were not picking up and mov-
ing to Israel as soon as events began to take a 
turn for the worse. But I have no doubt that 
our Torah Tidbits readers, so many of whom 
are Olim, know how hard and complicated 
it is to make Aliyah. Now imagine having to 
make such a significant decision in just a few 
days, packing up your life, saying goodbye to 
loved ones, and fleeing to the unknown. Now 
isn’t the time for questions. Now is the time for 
us to do what we can to support those living in 
fear in Ukraine. Through Tefillah and action. 

The power of Tefillah and our apprecia-
tion for it is evident. This past Tuesday, the 
Chief Rabbinate asked Jews to daven for 
our brothers and sisters in Ukraine. Take a 
few extra moments and have extra kavanah 
when davening Shemoneh Esrei - רפאנו, תקע 

 Cry out to the .שמע קולנו and בשופר, ולירושלים עירך
Almighty on behalf of the Ukrainian people 
and beg for their safety. 

Please help me educate our children, 
friends and families in Israel on what is 
taking place in Ukraine. Raise awareness 
of what is happening by posting about it on 
social media. Join chessed campaigns that 
are doing everything possible to lend a hand. 
Share content posted by Chabad families in 
Ukraine who are on the ground and detailing 
what is happening. Donate to organizations 
sending food and clothing to Ukraine such 
as the OU www.ou.org/ukraine campaign. 
Connect with your communities and identify 

other ways to offer support. 
To our heroes who have gone to the ends 

of the earth and back to lend a helping hand, 
thank you for your sacrifices and commit-
ment. We wish you continued Hatzlacha 
and success in your efforts. B’ezrat HaShem, 
Na’aseh V’natzliach. Wishing you all an 
uplifting and inspiring Shabbat, 

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
P.S. In the spirit of כל ישראל ערבים זה לזה I 

would like to remind you that we are col-
lecting זכר למחצית השקל and putting the funds 
towards saving teens at risk in the Zula. Thank 
you for trusting us with your donations.  
Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat and Purim Sameach.
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region
The theme of the parsha 

is sacrifices. Different offerings will be 
required in a variety of circumstances later 
in the book of Vayikra. This parsha outlines 
the rules of those offerings, so that when 
they come up later, their procedure will be 
familiar.

The parsha outlines the procedures for: 
Olah, a fully burned offering, Shlamim, an 
offering consumed by the cohanim and by 
the owner, and a Chatat, a sin offering. In 
the course of those, the mincha, the flour 
offering is also described.

1st aliya (Vayikra 1:1-13) And 
He called to Moshe, and G-d 
spoke to him. When a person 

brings an Olah, it may be brought from 
cattle or sheep. If from cattle, the proce-
dure is: the owner places his hands on 
the animal, it is slaughtered before G-d, 
the blood is sprinkled about the altar, the 
fats are burned and the entire offering is 
burned.  If either sheep or goat, the same 
is done: slaughter the same place, sprin-
kle blood, offer fats, and completely 
burned.     

The first words of the parsha baffle the 
commentaries. No English teacher would 

KI TEITZEI allow a student to start a book “And He 
called to Moshe.” Who is the He? Nothing 
has happened in the book yet that we can 
refer the He to. Why begin with “And”?  
The Torah is referring back to the previ-
ous story. And continuing it. At the end of 
Shemot the Mishkan was completed. The 
thick cloud descended, indicating G-d’s 
presence. Moshe could not enter the area 
of the Mishkan due to the cloud. G-d now 
beckons Moshe to enter, to teach the laws 
of offerings.

This interaction frames the book of Vay-
ikra. In Shemot, G-d descended to us.  He 
commanded the Mishkan, as a place to 
meet with us. He descended and filled the 
place. And now? Our turn. He approached 
us. Now we approach Him.  In Shemot the 
Jewish people were passive, drawn to Him.  
Ordered to make a meeting place for G-d to 
meet us. Now, in Vayikra, the Jewish peo-
ple are the active ones. So the book begins 
as a continuation of the last, only now that 
He has approached us, we approach Him.  
And that is the meaning of sacrifices; man 
approaching G-d.

2nd aliya (1:14-2:5) If the Olah is 
from birds, the procedure is 
similar: blood sprinkled, 

organs burned, and completely burned. If 
a nefesh shall bring a flour offering, the 
procedure is: the flour is mixed with oil and 
frankincense. The kohen takes a finger full, 
burns it on the altar. The remainder is 
eaten by the kohanim. The flour offering 
may also be baked or fried as a thin matza 
with oil.

The Olah offering is a sliding scale.  Cat-
tle, sheep, goat, birds, flour. While the heart 
may stir one to approach G-d, the pocket 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

VAYIKRA
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may demur. Rashi points out that when 
describing the one who is bringing a flour 
offering, the least expensive one, the Torah 
uses the word nefesh, as if to say it is the 
soul, the motivation that lies at the root of 
an offering. For some, the flour offering is 
as big a sacrifice as the bull to another.

3rd aliya (2:6-16) Or one may 
bring a fried soft flour offering.  
In each of these, the cohen 

brings the mincha offering to the altar, 
offering a fingers full. The remainder is 
eaten by the cohanim, treated as holy of 
holies. No offering of this sort may be cha-
metz or with honey. Only the first fruits 
offering contain chametz and honey. The 
Omer offering is from new barley of 
parched ground kernels with oil and 
frankincense.

How can we find meaning in sacrifices?  
Let me offer the following; and if you find 
me guilty of projecting modern thought 
on the distant past, I will stand guilty as 
charged.

In life, we experience a plethora of 
feelings and emotions. Success brings sat-
isfaction; failure, disappointment. At times, 
we feel desperate, beaten down by chal-
lenges and uncertainty. Threats of war or 
of illness make us feel frantic. Sin amplifies 
our vulnerability, bringing a deep sense of 
worthlessness. At other times we feel exu-
berant, blessed, fortunate. That the sun has 
shone upon us. Gratitude, appreciation; 
hearts full.

The precarious nature of life in the 
ancient world amplified all these feel-
ings – of both the anxiety of life and its 
unexpected and the joys of the bounty of 
success. And while our world has changed 
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dramatically in how we live, the inner life 
of man remains much the same. We may be 
anxious over different things, but anxious 
we are. And joyful appreciation leaps the 
generations.

An Olah is an offering that is completely 
burned. It expresses a complete submission 
to G-d. It is brought in a variety of contexts: 
communal offerings, individual obligatory 
offerings, voluntary. But whatever the con-
text, it conveys resignation or submission.  
This is indeed a core attitude we have in 
our relationship with G-d. It can be paired 
with joy, with guilt, with appreciation – but 
at our root, resignation and submission lies 
at the root of our religious experience. So 
when an Olah offering is brought it can be 
an expression of profound appreciation, 
but conveying that appreciation with res-
ignation: that it is not my hands that have 
wrought my success, but that I as a Jew 
am charged with living hand in hand with 
G-d. My success demands an expression 
to G-d, as does my desperation. I give my 
life wholly to Him – both my success and 
my despair. This complete resignation is 
expressed in the olah – an offering com-
pletely burned.  As if to say, I am in Your 
hands.

4th aliya (3:1-17) The Shlamim 
offering may be brought from 
cattle. Its procedure is: the 

owner places his hands on the head, the 
kohanim take the blood after slaughter and 
sprinkle on the altar, the fats are burned. If 
it is brought from sheep, the same proce-
dure is followed. Or if brought from goats.  
An eternal law is that no blood or fats may 
be eaten.  

The Shlamim is eaten in Yerushalayim, 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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not totally burned as is the Olah. As such, 
it expresses a partnership between man 
and G-d.  It has a mood of celebration. Per-
haps the joy that at a certain level, while 
submissive to G-d we also partner with 
Him. It is that complexity of human expe-
rience, combining both submission and 
partnership.

5th aliya (4:1-26) When a nefesh 
sins:  if the kohen sins in his 
official capacity, he brings a Sin 

offering of a bull. Its procedure is: the 
kohen places his hands on the head, the 
kohen sprinkles the blood toward the cur-
tain of the Holy of Holies and on the incense 
altar. The fats are burned. The bull is 
burned outside of the holy area, where 
other ashes are deposited. If the entire 
people err in committing a sin, a bull is 
brought as a sin offering. Its procedure fol-
lows that of the Cohen:  the elders rest their 
hands on the head of the animal, the 
kohanim sprinkle the blood in front of the 
Holy of Holies and on the incense altar. Its 
fats are burned and the bull is burned out-
side of the holy area as was the kohen’s sin 
offering. When the Ruler inadvertently 
commits a sin, he brings a goat. He places 
his hands on its head, the kohanim place 
the blood on the altar corners and its fats 
are burned.

This aliya describes 3 sin offerings 
brought by leaders: the Kohen, the San-
hedrin when it makes a ruling that all the 
people follow and that they realize was 
in error, and the King. True leaders must 
recognize their roles; they serve the people 
and they serve G-d. Papal infallibility is not 
a Jewish notion; here we assume that the 
Kohen (the religious leader), the Sanhedrin, 
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(the judiciary) and the King, the political 
leader will all sin. And admit their sins.

6th aliya (4:27-5:10) If a person 
sins inadvertently, he brings a 
goat as a sin offering. He places 

his hands on the head, the blood is placed 
on the corners of the altar, the fats are 
burned. He may bring a sheep; the proce-
dure is similar. An Asham sin offering is 
brought for: withholding testimony result-
ing in an oath taken unnecessarily, 
unknowingly violating the laws after 
becoming impure, taking an oath unneces-
sarily. A confession is made. The offering 
may be brought from sheep or goats. If the 
owner cannot afford these, then he may 
bring 2 birds, one an olah and one a sin 
offering. 

The sin offerings are brought for inad-
vertent sins. Sin stains the relationship 
between man and G-d. But not all sins are 
granted the privilege of an offering to grant 
atonement. Sinning with gusto demands 
remorse and a change of attitude; sacrifice 
does not suffice.

7th aliya (5:11-25) And if he can-
not afford these, then he may 

bring a flour offering, though without oil or 
frankincense, as this is a sin offering, an 
Asham. A finger’s full is brought on the 
altar; the kohanim consume the rest. If a 
person uses sanctified property, he needs 
to bring a ram to atone as an Asham. And 
to compensate the holy fund with a 1/5 
additional penalty. If a person is unsure of 
a sin, he needs to bring a ram to atone as 
an Asham. If a person denies a financial 
obligation and swears falsely, he must 
make restitution with an additional 1/5 and 
to bring a ram to atone. 

These offerings are required to be 
brought to the Mishkan and later, to the 
Temple in Jerusalem. The experience of 
the grandeur of those places would gen-
erate humility. Healthy humility, knowing 
our place as both majestic beings and meek 
in His presence is generated by the experi-
ence of sacrifice in the holy place. 

 MAFTIR PARSHAT ZACHOR  
(DEVARIM 25:17-19)

Remember what Amalek did to you when 
you were tired and there were stragglers 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

The great Rabbi and Posek of Lithuania, Rabbi Yechiel Ha-Levi Epstein (1829-1908) in his monumen-
tal work in summarizing the Shulchan Aruch, gives two reasons for the custom of Mishloach Manot 
on Purim.

First, in the Megillah we are told (9:16) that the victory of the Jews over Haman was partly due to 
“the remaining Jews who were in the king’s provinces, rallying together and standing up for them-
selves. It was this solidarity of the Jews that was instrumental in the defeat of Haman. We therefore 
send gifts to one another to remind us that we are still a people united by a common bond.

Secondly, on an ethical level, we send gifts to one another to show that no one person can live 
completely by himself. Neither can any one person achieve all his goals on his own. No matter how 
self-sufficient we may be, we nevertheless depend upon others in our society.

Purim Sameach
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during your exodus from Egypt.  When you 
are settled in the land, wipe out the mem-
ory of Amalek.

The mitzvah of remembering Amalek is 
the most prominent geo-political mitzvah 
of the Torah.  We have political mitzvot, 
like appointing a king, as well as conduct-
ing war to conquer the Land of Israel.  But 
those are internal political mitzvot – they 
are what we as a nation need to do to settle 
and rule ourselves.  Remembering Amalek 
is geo-political, expressing an attitude to 
another nation.  And its message is particu-
larly resonant this year.  There are nations 
that are evil.  They must be challenged.  
While we respect all people, we do not 
respect all actions.  And while the mitzvah 
is to remember Amalek, the second verse 
demands not just attitude but action as 
well, to eliminate the evil.

HAFTORAH  
PARSHAT ZACHOR 
1 SHMUEL 15:2-34

This week’s special haftorah highlights 
the theme of the Almighty’s command to 
destroy the people of Amalek. This echoes 
the subject matter found in the Torah  read-
ing of Amalek’s unprovoked attack on the 
Israelites as the Israelites traveled in the 
wilderness and our eternal responsibility 
to avenge this horrendous crime.

Shmuel addresses King Shaul and com-
mands him to wage battle against the 
Amalekites, and leave no survivors - nei-
ther humans or beasts. The army of  Bnei 
Yisrael kills the entire population with the 
exception of the king, Agag, and they also 
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spare the best of the cattle and sheep.
God then conveys the following message 

to Shmuel: “I regret that I have made Shaul 
king.” God says, “For he has turned his back 
from following Me, and has not fulfilled My 
words.”

Shaul admits that he had transgressed 
and then invites the prophet to join him in 
his return home. Shmuel refuses his offer. 
“The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel 
from you, today; and has given it to your fel-
low who is better than you.” Shmuel then 
kills the Amalekite king. 

Zoom / Phone Interviews 
jerusalemshadchan613@gmail.com

058.328.2283  

  Experienced . Respectful 
 Confidential

Shadchan
for SinglES 30+
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades

16 mitzvot; 11 positive, 5 prohibitions 
The book of Vayikra has the largest number of mitzvot 
among the five Chumashim - 247, 40% of Taryag. On 
the other hand, Vayikra is the shortest Book by far - in 
number of columns and lines in a Sefer Torah, number 
of p’sukim, words, and letters. This makes the mitzvah 
stats even more impressive. 

MITZVOT

STATS

24th of 54 sedras; 1st of 10 in Vayikra 
Written on 215 lines in a Torah, rank: 19
21 Parshiot; 13 open, 8 closed 
111 p’sukim - rank: 26 (2nd in Vayikra) 
Same number of p’sukim as Eikev 
1673 words - rank: 20 (1st in Vayikra)
6222 letters - rank: 20 (1st in Vayikra)
The sedra is of average length, but its p’sukim are 
longer than average for the Torah. 

Warm, friendly, responsible 
frum woman, many references, 

looking to rent a room in a 
religious neighborhood from a 
senior citizen, or other woman; 
or to live with and work during 

daytime hours for a senior 
citizen.  

052-850-2176
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Dr. Gedaliah Mordechai Stern

STATE-OF-THE-ART

Dental Implants

Diplomate of Oral Implantology

Teeth In 
An Hour

Faster, Easier and Better than ever before. 

Bone grafts or sinus  lifts Cutting and stitching Months without teeth Not enough bone
(These can usually be avoided today)

Come and get a second opinion, if you were told you need: 

Almost always with less pain and less swelling, thanks to Lasers and Advanced Technologies. 
No-cost consult. No-cost x-rays (2D/3D) if have already, within last 6 months.

������������������������������

implantsandlasers-r-us.com Ussishkin 57, Rechavia, Jerusalem 02-6258258
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Purim in Hell
The Jewish calendar is punctuated by 

many happy occasions. The Torah requires 
us to celebrate three major festivals—Pass-
over, Shavuot, and Sukkot—and to do so 
joyously. Our Sages instituted two addi-
tional festive holidays, Chanukah and 
Purim. Without question, it is this latter 
holiday that evokes the greatest exhibitions 
of joy and gaiety. Already at the time of its 
inception, the 14th day of Adar is described 
as “a day of merrymaking and feasting, as a 
holiday and an occasion for sending gifts to 
one another.” (Esther 9:21) For many cen-
turies, Jews have emulated those practices 
and have attempted to recreate the atmo-
sphere of that historic moment when “the 
Jews enjoyed light and gladness, happiness, 
and honor.” (ibid. 8:16)

There have certainly been times in Jew-
ish history when it has been relatively 
easy to recapture the mood of that tri-
umphant time. But the nature of Jewish 
history is such that almost every year is 
marred by tragedy, national or personal, 
which makes joyous celebration chal-
lenging, if not impossible. It is difficult 
to make merry when one is burdened 
by woes, particularly when those woes 
threaten the very existence of our peo-
ple. One wonders, for example, how the 
joyous holiday of Purim was celebrated in 

the ghettos and concentration camps of 
Eastern Europe during the terrible years 
of the Holocaust.

One prominent Holocaust historian, Dr. 
Esther Farbstein, has investigated this very 
question. In her book, Hidden in Thunder: 
Perspectives of Faith, Halachah and Lead-
ership during the Holocaust, she examines 
numerous documents which describe the 
religious experiences of those who were 
condemned to celebrate Purim while 
enslaved in the hellish conditions of places 
like the Warsaw Ghetto.

Before drawing upon her research, I 
must point out that this Shabbat immedi-
ately precedes the Purim festival, which 
occurs later next week. In anticipation of 
the imminent holiday, we supplement the 
weekly Torah portion, Parashat Vayikra 
(Leviticus 1:1-5:26), with a brief paragraph 
from the parasha of Ki Tetzei (Deuteron-
omy 25:17-19). There, we are instructed, 
“Remember what Amalek did to you…
after you left Egypt—how, undeterred by 
fear of God, he happened upon you…when 
you were famished and weary…” We are 
further urged to never forget his stealth 
and treachery. This passage urging us to 
remember, Zachor…, is thus known as 
Parashat Zachor.

We anticipate Purim by recalling the 
enemies from whose genocidal threats we 
were delivered by Divine Providence. We 
especially recall Amalek, who was both 
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

the biological and ideological ancestor of 
the villain of the Purim story, Haman, the 
archetype of all subsequent persecutors of 
our people.

Our task is now expanded. Not only must 
we reflect on how Purim was celebrated in 
the throes of the Holocaust, but we must 
also contemplate the unbearable task of 
remembering foes of the very distant past 
at the very moment when the blades of 
Nazi bayonets touched our throats. Why 
remember ancient Persia and the biblical 
wilderness when the dreaded furnaces of 
Treblinka were already spewing smoke?

Dr. Farbstein describes in comprehensive 
detail the Purim “festivities” in the jaws of 
the Nazis, and so I recommend her book 
to you. I will limit myself to descriptions of 
Purim in the Warsaw Ghetto, as recorded 
in the journals of Rabbi Kalonymous Kal-
man Shapira, the martyred Hasidic leader 
known as the Rebbe of Piascesna. These 
journals were hidden in a milk can and 
recovered from the rubble years after 
World War II. Quotations from these 
journals were read into the record by the 
prosecution as evidence against Adolf Eich-
mann at his notorious trial.

Most fascinating is the sharp contrast 
between the Rebbe’s homiletic interpreta-
tions of a key phrase in the Amalek passage 
at the time of the first Purim in the Ghetto, 
in March 1940, versus his interpretation 
two years later in 1942.

The phrase in question is asher karcha 
baderech, which I have translated above 

City Center: luxurious 5-room penthouse, 235m, nice big 
terrace to a fabulous panoramic view of Jerusalem and the 
Old City, 2 private parking spots, 17,500,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95m, Sukkah balcony, 
beautiful panoramic view, Shabbat elevator,  
private parking, 3,290,000 NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130m, Sukkah balconies,  
4 exposures, elevator, small & quiet building 5,200,000 NIS
City Center: luxurious 4-room apartment, new building, 
112m, balcony to a fabulous panoramic view of the Old City, 
private parking 5,000,000 NIS
Nachlaot: Unique old style private house, 90m,  
building rights for another 2 floors, 4,500,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 108m, Sukkah balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, underfloor heating, high standard,  
private parking, 4,400,000 NIS
Arnona: 4 room apartment, 90m, Master suite, nice 
balcony, Shabbat elevator, private parking,  3,100,000 NIS
City Center: luxurious 2-room apartment, 55m, balcony to 
a fabulous panoramic view of the Old City, private parking, 
2,750,000 NIS

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 
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as, “how he happened upon you.” The 
Midrash, quoted by Rashi, creatively sug-
gests that the word karcha contains the 
root kor, which means “cool” or “cold.” 
Hence, the phrase could be translated as 
“how he cooled you off.” As Rashi puts it, 
the Jewish people were “on fire” with spir-
itual enthusiasm when they left Egypt. No 
enemy dared to confront them. Amalek 
extinguished that “fire,” “cooled them off,” 
and diminished their enthusiasm.

In the early spring of 1940, the conditions 
of the Warsaw Ghetto were extremely 
difficult. Yet, as the Rebbe reports, they 
were bearable. He, of course, had no 
way of knowing that the Nazis had desig-
nated that very day of Purim 1940 as the 
beginning of their Aktion, their diabolical 
scheme to systematically “eliminate” the 
Ghetto’s Jewish population.

And so, the Rebbe broadens the inter-
pretation of “cooling off” to refer to 
German culture. He writes: “Before Ama-
lek attacked the Israelites, many Jews 
admired Amalek’s culture. They were 
‘cooled off.’ to our own Torah culture. 
They thought that Amalek’s culture was 
beautiful, ethical, and had much prac-
tical wisdom. So too it is with German 
culture. We admired its literature, phi-
losophy, and scientific contributions. We 
were thus ‘cooled off’ to our own culture. 
Now we see German culture for what it 
is—immoral, murderous, and brutal.” The 
Rebbe thus sees the Ghetto experience as 
a lesson not to be seduced by the facades 
of alien cultures, but to recognize their 
immoral essence.

Fast forward two years to Purim 1942. 
By that time, the Rebbe is aware that 

the Ghetto experience is much worse 
than “extremely difficult.” In his own 
words, it is “unprecedented evil...Unique 
in the history of the human race…Here-
tofore unimaginable decadence…” The 
Rebbe now sees that his reality cannot 
be compared to previous Jewish suffer-
ing. It transcends all prior persecutions, 
destructions, exiles, and pogroms. It is 
unspeakable.

Nevertheless, he persists with his Torah 
teaching, but this time he lends a different 
homiletic twist to “how he cooled you off.” 
Now he is concerned that the tortured rem-
nants of the Ghetto would become “cooled 
off” to future spiritual repair. They had 
become so reduced in their humanity and 
in their religiosity that they could never 
be rehabilitated. For two full years, Torah 
study and mitzvah observance were abso-
lutely impossible. He feared that they had 
become “cooled off” to future Torah study 
and mitzvah observance. He pleaded with 
his audience, by now drastically reduced 
in size and barely clinging to life, that 
they retain their religious enthusiasm and 
resist being “cooled off”.

Two very different levels of hell forced 
the Rebbe to adopt two very different 
homiletic interpretations.

So much for the supplemental Torah 
readings about Amalek on the Shab-
bat before Purim. So much for Parashat 
Zachor.

But what about his homily for the day 
of Purim itself?  On that day in 1940, the 
Rebbe imparted a moral tour de force to 
his audience and, through them, to all of 
us. He noted the time honored word-play 
comparing Purim, to Yom HaKippurim, or 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         17

Yom Kippur. What connection can there 
be between a day for “feasting and mer-
rymaking” and a day for repentance and 
atonement?

The Rebbe answers: The Talmud, citing 
the view of Rabbi Judah the Patriarch, 
states that on Yom Kippur the essence of 
the day affects atonement, so that even if 
the individual’s repentance is insincere 
he nevertheless receives atonement. Sim-
ilarly with regard to Purim: even though 
one may not have experienced a joyous 
holiday, nevertheless, the divine salvation 
and joy which Purim bestows upon are 
active and effective even here, even now.”

The Rebbe’s message was designed to 
encourage his audience, deprived as they 
were of any semblance of “light and joy”. 
For deep within them was a tiny spark of 
hope which, in the eyes of the Almighty, 
counted as “feasting and merrymaking.”.

Today, more than eighty years since he 
delivered his message, it must also encour-
age us. We may have ample reasons to feel 
discouraged, depressed, perhaps even 
desperate. However, if the half-starved 
and wretchedly bereaved members of 
the Rebbe of Piaczesna’s community 
could respond to his plea to find within 
themselves a modicum of joy, so can we 
overcome our moods and concerns, and 
celebrate this year’s Purim joyously.

Let this Purim echo that Purim of long 
ago so that our people enjoy “light and 
gladness, happiness and honor”.

Happy Purim! 

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation

Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice

Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909

Madar@netvision.net.il
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 משנכנס אדר מרבין בשמחה 

 

 
Zichron Tuvia St, Nachlaot,-  

High end, architecturally designed private 
house. 250 sqm, 6 rooms, 3 full baths, 

basement. succah, 2 balconies, storage, 
car access, FOR RENT-16,000 NIS\month 

Orna Even 054-6216069 
 

 
 

 

 
Moshav Ramat Raziel Estate 

Magnificent Jerusalem Mountain View  
8 Dunam, Terraced Gardens, House , 

Stables, Tourism and Agriculture. 
NIS 14,000,000   

Nelly- 052-476-4356  

City Center Penthouse 
Amazing views inc. Temple Mount. 4 rms, 
120 sqm, 2 baths, Succah balcony, hi-end 
finishes, U/F heat, AC, Curtain-windows 

Parking, Shabbat elevator. NIS 5,850,000 
Orna Even- 054-621-6069 

 
Kaf Tet Be'November- Old Katamon 

Luxurious new development in amazing 
location. Variety of apartments from 3 rms to 
penthouses, great views, High end finishes, 

Shabbat Elevators, Parking. 
Ariyel/ Tila - 050-767-7519 

 

 

  Yitshak Masliyanski, Ramot 
Beautiful 2 story house, 4 rooms including 

en- suite, 3 bathrooms , 2 balconies, private 
parking, Additional rental unit  40 sqm, 

registered in Tabu NIS 3,800,000 
Israella 052-577-4853 

 

 

 
Harav Kook 7, City Center 

Upgraded apartment in new development. 
Great location!! 126 Sqm. 4 large rooms. 

Shabbat Elevator, parking, Succah balcony. 
NIS 5,850,000 

Nelly 052-4764356 

 
Baka Penthouse with potential 

 Huge 5 rooms+ sukkah balconies + roof 
(170 sqm ) , pastoral,  small bldg,  private 
entrance + parking. Asking NIS 5,800,000 

Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111 
 

 
Yehuda Street, Baka 

Apt in Authentic Old Arab house 
Renovated ,arched windows , mosaic floors , 

4 rms ,2 full baths + guest toilet + 25 sqm 
front terrace (sukkah) NIS 3,400,000 
Alyssa Friedland - 054-668-4111 

 
 

 
Ha'Nassi Ha'Shishi, Mishkenot Ha'uma 
Beautifully designed, spacious 2 room apt, 
62 sqm, large balcony, 2x parking, storage. 

Handicap accessible. Shabbat elevator. 
Sold fully furnished. NIS 2,290,000 

Orna Even- 054-621-6069 
 
 
 
 
 

In Hilchot Cohanim, the Rama explains that Cohanim 
don’t bless their congregation outside of Israel because 
in order to give a blessing, they need to be happy and 

pure happiness can only happen in Israel.  
We wish you to experience complete 

happiness in your new home in Israel!!  
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What Do We 
Sacrifice? 

The laws of sacrifices that dominate the 
early chapters of the Book of Leviticus are 
among the hardest in the Torah to relate 
to in the present. It has been almost two 
thousand years since the Temple was 
destroyed and the sacrificial system came 
to an end. But Jewish thinkers, especially 
the more mystical among them, strove to 
understand the inner significance of the 
sacrifices and the statement they made 
about the relationship between humanity 
and God. They were thus able to rescue 
their spirit even if their physical enact-
ment was no longer possible.  Among 
the simplest yet most profound was the 
comment made by Rabbi Shneur Zalman 
of Liadi, the first Rebbe of Lubavitch. He 
noticed a grammatical oddity about the 
second line of this parsha:  

Speak to the Children of Israel and say to 
them: “When one of you offers a sacrifice to 
the Lord, the sacrifice must be taken from 
the cattle, sheep, or goats.” (Lev. 1:2) 

Or so the verse would read if it were con-
structed according to the normal rules of 
grammar. However, the word order of the 
sentence in Hebrew is strange and unex-
pected. We would expect to read: adam 
mikem ki yakriv, “when one of you offers 
a sacrifice.” Instead, what it says is adam ki 
yakriv mikem, “when one offers a sacrifice 
of you.” 

The essence of sacrifice, said Rabbi 
Shneur Zalman, is that we offer ourselves. 
We bring to God our faculties, our energies, 
our thoughts and emotions. The physical 
form of sacrifice – an animal offered on 
the altar – is only an external manifesta-
tion of an inner act. The real sacrifice is 
mikem, “of you.” We give God something 
of ourselves.1

1  Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, Likkutei 
Torah (Brooklyn, NY: Kehot, 1984), Vayikra 
2aff.

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 

SPONSORS WELCOME FOR EXCITING  
SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE MUSEUM 

PROJECT IN KIRYAT MOSHE.
For details contact   

davidherman2@013net.net or 02-6536764



OU ISRAEL CENTER         21

What exactly is it that we give God when 
we offer a sacrifice? The Jewish mystics, 
among them Rabbi Shneur Zalman, spoke 
about two souls that each of us has within 
us – the animal soul (nefesh habeheimit) 
and the Godly soul. On the one hand we 
are physical beings. We are part of nature. 
We have physical needs: food, drink, 
shelter. We are born, we live, we die. As 
Ecclesiastes puts it:

Man’s fate is like that of the animals; the 
same fate awaits them both: as one dies, so 
dies the other. Both have the same breath; 
man has no advantage over the animal. 
Everything is a mere fleeting breath. (Eccl. 
3:19)

Yet we are not simply animals. We have 
within us immortal longings. We can 
think, speak, and communicate. We can, 
by acts of speaking and listening, reach out 
to others. We are the one lifeform known 
to us in the universe that can ask the ques-
tion “why?” We can formulate ideas and 
be moved by high ideals. We are not gov-
erned by biological drives alone. Psalm 8 
is a hymn of wonder on this theme:

When I consider Your heavens,
the work of Your fingers,
the moon and the stars,
which You have set in place,
what is man that You are mindful of him,
the son of man that You care for him?
Yet You made him a little lower than the 

angels
and crowned him with glory and 

054-723-3863  

Jerusalem Real Estate is my Business
Eta: 054-723-3863 

Rachel: 052-546-6425  
CALL 
TODAY

 

 

Amazing stand alone homes in OLD KATAMON, 
TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY. 

Call for more info

New penthouse OLD KATAMON. Underground 
parking and storage. 240 sqm on one floor. 
Large terrace & Shabbat elevator.

In luxurious Saidoff project near Shuk Machne 
Yehuda. 209 sqm on one floor, great views, 
underground parking & storage. Shabbat 
elevator, 24/7 doorman, pool & gym. 8.3 mil NIS

New garden apartment in BAKA, 100 sqm apt 
with 70 sqm garden 4,150,000 NIS!!!

OLD KATAMON: 109 sqm brand new apartment 
with underground parking and storage. 3 
bedrooms plus 2.5 bathrooms, sukka terrace and 
Shabbat elevator: 4,600,000 NIS

One of a kind magnificent penthouse in TALBIYA 
for serious buyers please: 300 sqm of living 
space with private elevator, private parking and 
roof top terrace. High ceilings and ready to move 
in!!!! Call me if you are looking for a special 
property

Authentic Jerusalem BAKA garden apartment: 
high ceilings, 200 sqm front garden and 90 sqm 
back garden with living space over 250 sqm. 
Special property. Call me. 

New project going up in OLD KATAMON; 
apartments from 60 sqm to 200 sqm are 
available.  New construction.  CALL RACHEL : 
0525466425

Fantastic rental property in OLD KATAMON, 
renovated. Elevator on 1st floor.  Quiet, tree lined 
street Yad Mordecai.  2 bedrooms and 1.5 
bathrooms. 8,500 NIS a month.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

Eta: 054-723-3863  ·  Rachel: 052-546-6425 
etamorrisrealty.co.il 

Hagay Moving - 
Small and medium 

0544404805
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050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים

honour.
You made him ruler over the works of 

Your hands;
You put everything under his feet. (Ps. 

8:4–7)
Physically, we are almost nothing; spir-

itually, we are brushed by the wings of 
eternity. We have a Godly soul. The nature 
of sacrifice, understood psychologically, is 
thus clear. What we offer God is (not just 
an animal but) the nefesh habeheimit, the 
animal soul within us.

How does this work out in detail? A hint 
is given by the three types of animal men-
tioned in the verse in the second line of 
parshat Tzav (see Lev. 1:2): beheimah (ani-
mal), bakar (cattle), and tzon (flock). Each 
represents a separate animal-like feature 
of the human personality.

Beheimah represents the animal instinct 
itself. The word refers to domesticated ani-
mals. It does not imply the savage instincts 
of the predator. What it means is some-
thing more tame. Animals spend their 
time searching for food. Their lives are 
bounded by the struggle to survive. To sac-
rifice the animal within us is to be moved 
by something more than mere survival.

Wittgenstein, when asked what was the 

task of philosophy, answered, “To show 
the fly the way out of the fly-bottle.”2 The 
fly, trapped in the bottle, bangs its head 
against the glass, trying to find a way out. 
The one thing it fails to do is to look up. 
The Godly soul within us is the force that 
makes us look up, beyond the physical 
world, beyond mere survival, in search of 
meaning, purpose, goal.

The Hebrew word bakar, cattle, reminds 
us of the word boker, “dawn,” literally to 
“break through,” as the first rays of sun-
light break through the darkness of night. 
Cattle, stampeding, break through barri-
ers. Unless constrained by fences, cattle 
are no respecters of boundaries. To sacri-
fice the bakar is to learn to recognise and 
respect boundaries – between holy and 
profane, pure and impure, permitted and 
forbidden. Barriers of the mind can some-
times be stronger than walls.

Finally, the word tzon, flocks, represents 
the herd instinct – the powerful drive to 
move in a given direction because others 
are doing likewise.3 The great figures of 

2  Ludwig Wittgenstein, Philosophical 
Investigations (New York: Macmillan, 1953), 
p. 309.
3  The classic works on crowd behaviour 
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Judaism – Abraham, Moses, the Prophets 
– were distinguished precisely by their 
ability to stand apart from the herd; to be 
different, to challenge the idols of the age, 
to refuse to capitulate to the intellectual 
fashions of the moment. That, ultimately, 
is the meaning of holiness in Judaism. 
Kadosh, the holy, is something set apart, 
different, separate, distinctive. Jews were 
the only minority in history consistently 

and the herd instinct are Charles Mackay, 
Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the 
Madness of Crowds (London: Richard Bent-
ley, 1841); Gustave le Bon, The Crowd: A 
Study of the Popular Mind (London: T. F. 
Unwin, 1897); Wilfred Trotter, Instincts of 
the Herd in Peace and War (London: T. F. 
Unwin, 1916); and Elias Canetti, Crowds and 
Power (New York: Viking Press, 1962).
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 For Sale in Zayit, Efrat 

Brand new luxurious and modern 
5  room apt. + 2 private parking 
spots in the Olive Project. Great 
location! Move in date 1/1/2023 
2,650,000 NIS 
For Sale in Givat Mordechai, 
Jerusalem 
Newly renovated 4 room apt. very 
high standard, 93 meters, private 
parking. 2,675,000 NIS 
New project in Ramat Beit 
Shemesh  
2-5 bedroom apt. (garden and 
penthouse) 1.8 -3.8 million NIS 
For Rent in Zayit, Efrat 
Beautiful house, 8 rooms. 300m. 
Move in date 1/8/22. 15,900 NIS 
Contact Gabi for more information 
0524588716 

  

  
Gabi- 0524588716  

  

050-906-6713 | www.zacai-banav.co.il
For services in English - Noah Kahn: 058-655-0453  |  Zacai.banav@gmail.com
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Warranty on every job
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

to refuse to assimilate to the dominant cul-
ture or convert to the dominant faith.

The noun korban, “sacrifice,” and the 
verb lehakriv, “to offer something as a 
sacrifice,” actually mean “that which is 
brought close” and “the act of bringing 
close.” The key element is not so much giv-
ing something up (the usual meaning of 
sacrifice), but rather bringing something 
close to God. Lehakriv is to bring the ani-
mal element within us to be transformed 
through the Divine fire that once burned 
on the altar, and still burns at the heart of 
prayer if we truly seek closeness to God.

By one of the ironies of history, this 
ancient idea has suddenly become con-
temporary. Darwinism, the decoding of 
the human genome, and scientific mate-
rialism (the idea that the material is all 
there is) have led to the widespread con-
clusion that we are all animals, nothing 
more, nothing less. We share 98 percent 
of our genes with the primates. We are, 
as Desmond Morris used to put it, “the 
naked ape.”4 On this view, Homo sapiens 
exists by mere accident. We are the result 
of a random series of genetic mutations 
and just happened to be more adapted 
to survival than other species. The nefesh 
habeheimit, the animal soul, is all there is.

The refutation of this idea – and it is 
surely among the most reductive ever to 

4  Desmond Morris, The Naked Ape (New 
York: Dell Publishing, 1984).

be held by intelligent minds – lies in the 
very act of sacrifice itself as the mystics 
understood it. We can redirect our animal 
instincts. We can rise above mere survival. 
We are capable of honouring boundaries. 
We can step outside our environment. 
As Harvard neuroscientist Steven Pinker 
put it: “Nature does not dictate what we 
should accept or how we should live,” 
adding, “and if my genes don’t like it they 
can go jump in the lake.”5 Or, as Katharine 
Hepburn majestically said to Humphrey 
Bogart in The African Queen, “Nature, Mr 
Allnut, is what we were put on earth to 
rise above.”

We can transcend the beheimah, the 
bakar, and the tzon. No animal is capable 
of self-transformation, but we are. Poetry, 
music, love, wonder – the things that have 
no survival value but which speak to our 
deepest sense of being – all tell us that 
we are not mere animals, assemblages of 
selfish genes. By bringing that which is 
animal within us close to God, we allow 
the material to be suffused with the spir-
itual and we become something else: no 
longer slaves of nature but servants of the 
living God. 

5  Steven Pinker, How the Mind Works 
(New York: W.W. Norton, 1997), p. 54.
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Explore the world of Jewish 
life, literature and learning 
– with AGNON HOUSE in Prague, 
Vienna and Budapest 

Guides: Dr. David I. Bernstein 
and Rabbi Jeffrey Saks

July 3-12, 2022

Highlights: The charms of Prague, 
remembering at Terezin, medieval 
villages, Imperial Vienna, 
Shabbat in Budapest, and more! 

Prague, 
Vienna  
& Budapest 

Registration and information at 
agnonhouse.org.il/summer2022
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“ZACHOR!” 
“Remember!” 

The charge commanded to us by Hashem 
to remember is not one limited to this Shab-
bat Zachor. The command to remember is 
found a number of times in the Torah, for 
remembering a common past is what helps 
keep the family bond strong. And a collective 
memory of a shared past is even more essen-
tial for a nation to remain united as one. 

Hence the importance of Shabbat Zachor!
But lest we mistakenly believe that our 

charge is to recall only the attack of Ama-
lek or the plot of Haman or the evil designs 
of our enemies throughout the ages, I 
remind you that the Torah also charges 
us to remember the exodus from Egypt, 
the Sinaitic revelation and the observance 
of Shabbat. Likewise, we are told must 
remain cognizant of the mitzvot and keep 
them, to remember our desert experience 
and that we were once slaves…..and many 
more. The reason for all these reminders is 
simple. Hashem knows well that a nation 
that forgets its past - forfeits its future - a 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

truth that brings us to our haftarah and the 
sin of Shaul HaMelech.

In the past we have spoken of the possible 
reasons for G-d’s harsh punishment meted 
out to Saul. I would like to suggest another 
approach that might help us understand its 
severity and, with that, leave us a message 
as well. 

With the ascension of Shaul to the throne 
the period of “Judges”, “Shofetim”, comes 
to an end. It was not a very positive time in 
our history. The 300+ years during which 
local chieftains led our nation was an era of 
divisiveness, disunity and a loss of national 
purpose. How well does Rav S.R. Hirsch 
depict those years as “a time of constant 
change from faithfulness to defection and 
from defection to faithfulness….(It) always 
FORGOT – again and again – its particular-
ity, the specialty of its mission and of its 
destiny; it FORGOT that it was solely G-d 
Whom they had to thank for its freedom 
and its possession of the land…” The text 
in Sefer Shofetim describes the situation 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Condolences to  
Dr. Peter Orelle and family  
on the passing of  his wife  

Annette a"h
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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succinctly and accurately: “And Israel did 
what was evil in G-d’s eyes and they FOR-
GOT Hashem…) (3; 7)

The era of the Shofetim was the time 
of forgetfulness and King Shaul was to 
usher in a new era – one of REMEBERING. 
Yet, when he faced his most challenging 
moment, the moment when he was charged 
to fulfill “ZACHOR!!”..…. he FORGOT! Just 
as the generations before, he too forgot; he 
forgot his mission, he forgot his destiny, he 
forgot why he was appointed King. And it 
was this, I submit, that kindled G-d’s anger.

Moshe Rabbeinu ends his final words 
to the nation with the song of “Haazinu” 
in which he charges the people “Z’CHOR 
y’mot olam”, “REMEMBER the days of 
yore…” (D’varim 32;7), for he understood 
that there could be no future for a nation 
that forgets its past.

In 1943, a well-known Israeli poet wrote a 
short story whose main character declared:

“…I am opposed to Jewish history….What 
is there in it? Oppression, defamation, per-
secution, martyrdom. I would simply forbid 
teaching our children Jewish history!”

Powerful words – and certainly under-
standable in 1943…but wrong. Our charge 
today is to teach our children “ZACHOR!” - 
that our history did not begin in 1967, or in 
1948 or with Herzl or the Rambam. Our his-
tory began with ‘Bereishit bara Elokim…” 

Clearly, it is only by understanding that 
past that we can understand our present…..
and together, build our future. 

And, therefore,….ZACHOR!! 

In a luxurious boutique residence in Talbieh,  
200m apt. on one level, totally renovated at top standard,
 4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, succah terrace, Old City views, 
 2 parking, storage, gym- very keen to sell!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767
Unique opportunity! Empty plot of 450m in the German 
Colony, on Yeoash St., possibility to build private house or 
a 2-family house of 550m, private swimming pool & large 
garden, building permit in 6 months-  
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Rechavia- In a new luxurious project under construction, 
boutique building, 134m apartment + 19m succah balcony 
(possibility to enlarge the flat), storage & parking.  
MAYA – 054-6650184
Amazing apartment Close to Baka, with Old City views!  
In a new small building, 210m apt. on one level, 5 bedrooms,  
4 en suite, 50m Sukkah terrace with amazing views, 12m storage 
room. Parking & Shabbat elevator. MAYA – 054-6650184
Magnificent Authentic Private Villa, close to Emek 
Refaim area, totally new, 950m built, private pool, private 
elevator, 10 rooms, double height ceilings- FOR SERIOUS 
CUSTOMERS ONLY- DEBORAH – 054-4804767
Old Katamon, on a quiet lane, close to the Shtibleh -new 
high-end project under construction, 200m apartment +  
53m succah terraces, parking, storage, attractive price!!  
MAYA – 054-6650184
Mamilla, magnificent garden apartment- 152m built,  
4 bedrooms, 3 bath, 110m private landscaped garden, 
beautiful views, all furnished, 2 parking spots.  
DEBORAH – 054-4804767
New building, German Colony, boutique building of  
4 apart., garden apartment 240m built + 100m private garden, 
parking, storage, all new! MAYA – 054-6650184
In a luxurious residence in Talbieh with doorman 24/7, 
beautiful finished 190m garden apartment with 75m private 
garden, architectural design, ready to move in, parking, 
storage.  MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to 
Neville & Avril Gatoff and family  

on the birth of their grandson
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Megillas 
Esther- 
Revealed  
Yet Concealed

Who is the protagonist of the Megillah?  
Perhaps at first glance one would sur-
mise Esther or Mordechai. Yet, in Megillas 
Esther there is one character that is men-
tioned over and over again.  References to 
the word King and the name Ahashverosh 
appear no less than 187 times! 

King Ahashverosh seems to be a central 
personality. He is involved in every story. 
Everything revolves around him. The 
opening episode is at his party. There is a 
scheme to assassinate him. The king has to 
authorize Haman’s plan to annihilate the 
Jewish people. The ability to change that 
decree is in his hands and Esther maneu-
vers carefully to be able to persuade him 
accordingly. As Rabbi Lamm (Majesty & 
Mystery) states: “the king is happy, the 
king is angry, the king is restless the king 

is upset, the king is fuming, the king is 
drunk, the king commands, the king con-
sents…”   He is a central figure, yet, he 
seems somewhat weak, always seeking 
advice from others. He appears to be eas-
ily manipulated by others. Not one act of 
importance is initiated by Ahashverosh. 
He is constantly given advice by those 
around him and acts upon it. We are not 
informed of any of his creativity. He is a 
king who reigns but does not rule. How 
are we to account for this paradox? Is he 
a strong or weak individual? 

The answer is that the Megillah pro-
mulgated by Mordechai and Esther was 
addressed to two distinct audiences. Pri-
marily it was written to and for their fellow 
Jews of that era and beyond. However, 
secondarily, its content could not offend 
Ahashverosh and his royal court, as it was 
disseminated while he was still in power. 
The Jews of Persia were victorious, but 
they could not assert their independence 
as openly as the Maccabees were able to do 
generations later. They were still in galus 
(exile) and so the victory must be sub-
dued. It must be written with such finesse 
that it could be understood on two levels: 
revealed and concealed, open and hid-
den, an outer and inner tale. Perhaps that is 
why it is referred to as the “megillah” from 
the term legalos to reveal, due to its hidden 
meaning that needs to be uncovered. 

As Mordechai himself states: the words 

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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of the Megillah are “divre shalom v’emes” 
- words of peace and truth. It was indeed 
words of truth for the Jews, and simulta-
neously subdued to ensure that they are 
words of peace so as not to offend the rul-
ing authority in the empire. This balance 
is a challenge we have faced while living 
under foreign rule in galus. We had to navi-
gate between our belief and understanding 
of the hand of God, while being sensitive 
to the local governmental authorities. On 
the one hand Ahashverosh felt he was in 
command, but we know that he was merely 
a puppet whose strings were being manip-
ulated from a higher authority. Although 
in the Megillah Ahashversosh is at the 
center and Judaism is deemphasized, we 
can decipher the emes despite the attempt 
at shalom. It is clear to us that the events 
that unfold are not mere circumstance, 
but carefully calculated maneuvers guided 
from above.   

The message of the Megillah for us is that 
often we feel as if we are in charge, but we 
are just all actors in a great divine drama.   
There is a combination of bechira chofshis 
(free will) and Hashgacha pratis (divine 
providence). We must do our histadlush, 
while recognizing that there is a divine 
plan that will prevail. 

Five minutes from Meron! Luxurious holiday 
villa in the North with six large bedrooms, private 
bathrooms, two kitchens, pool, three Jacuzzis, 
dining area, living room surrounded by fruit tree 
gardens. Large balcony with seating areas and 
stunning open view. A perfect affordable retreat 
to treat the mishpocha!
For reservations 
and more details
0584144266

053-3372232

restoration & Refinishing
Expert Craftsmanship

Furniture upgrades

053-3372232

renewFurnitu

20% offChair repair 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Gracious 
Giving

When we look at three of the four 
mitzvot particular to Purim, reading the 
Megillah, having a feast, and creating 
feelings of brotherly love with mishloach 
manot, they clearly reflect the themes of 
the day. What about matanot leevyonim? 
How does this mitzvah connect to the nes 
of Purim? Don’t we have a mitzvah to give 
tzedakah every day? Indeed, when giving 
matanot leevyonim, the Yesod Veshoresh 
Haavodah, notes one should have in mind 
that he is fulfilling the mitzvah of “pato-
ach tiftach”, the mitzvah deorayta to give 
to those less fortunate, as well as the mitz-
vah derabannan to give on Purim. How 
does this mitzvah specifically enhance our 
celebration of this chag?

Rav Naiman in Darchei Mussar explains 

that one of the lessons of the Megillah is to 
see the impact a person with bad middot 
can have. Haman was not satisfied that 
Mordechai did not bow down to him and 
was thus ready to destroy an entire nation. 
Therefore, we are enjoined to work on 
our middot, to be conscious of our inter-
actions with others. Giving gifts to friends 
as well as gifts to the poor enable us to 
develop inner sensitivities and become 
more refined. Rav Weintraub in Einei Yis-
rael adds that shalom is the all-inclusive 
core middah. Purim is a time to generate 
this aspect of harmony and peace among 
everyone; anyone who asks for a donation 
is answered on this day, since this fosters 
a sense of community and peace.

Rav Biderman in Be’er Hachayim adds 
that this dimension of friendship is not 
only relegated to giving physical money 
for matanot levyonim. One can extend a 
kind word, a smile, or anything that lifts 
the spirits of others. People are not just 

Purim is a happy day
To be celebrated in a meaningful way
As by the laws of Purim you abide
For the poor and needy you’ll be sure to provide

Send your contributions to the
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
P.O.B.18602 Jerusalem 91185
(02)5810256
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com

פורים שמח!
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financially poor (although clearly the 
mitzvah of the day is to extend monetary 
support), people are also struggling emo-
tionally and psychologically. Purim is a 
time to reach out with love, care, and con-
cern, to show kindness and generosity in 
any way we can.

Part of our avodah on Purim is to reen-
act the unity we felt at the time of kabalat 
HaTorah. Purim is a time of “kiyemu 
vekiblu”, we reaccepted the Torah and 
once again achieved a sense of togeth-
erness. Rav Friedlander in Siftei Chayim 
notes that the mitzvot of the day are about 
creating closeness among people. It is also 
a day when we must take responsibility 
for those in need, to ensure their needs 
are met.

 It is a time to step outside of self, to 
be concerned with others. The Ashlag in 
Magalot Hashanah reflects that the goal 
of the day is love, this is the crucial pre-
requisite to creating unity. Hence, as Rav 
Wachtfogel in Leket Reshimot points out, 
we call this mitzvah ‘matanot’ not tzeda-
kah. Our attitude is one of taking care of 
Hashem’s children, and we give it with 
love, not to discharge with an obligation. 

PHYSIOSTEP
פיזיותרפיה    מדרסים

Avi Assouline
Certified Physiotherapist (BPT)

A graduate of Tel Aviv University
Thorough and comprehensive therapeutic approach

Areas of Practice:
•  Back, knee and neck pain
•  Balance, Vertigo and dizziness
•  Custom insoles

053-5403761
Physiostep1@gmail.com

Over 10 years experience

Tel: +972 2 568 6578  |  +972 50 446 9515
trevor@israel-properties.com

www.israel-properties.com

RAMAT BEIT SHEMESH  NEW 
PROJECT  (NPRBSGS01)

The complex consists of seven 14-
storey towers, comprising a variety of 
penthouses, garden apartments, and 

4/5/6-room apartments.
THE NEWEST AREA AND COMMUNITY 

IN RAMAT BEIT SHEMESH HURRY ! 

Jerusalem mid-size CPA firm
looking to hire a US accountant
Fax resume to 02-65-11-488
or call Shimon 02-652-5060

Hillel Levin - The Matza Man at: hillel.leib@gmail.comHillel Levin - The Matza Man: www.matzaman.co.il 

Time to order your Healthful Specialty Shmura Matza
Hand and machine

 Whole Wheat  Organic Whole Spelt  GF Gluten Free Oat
Distributed Throughout Eretz Yisroel
For more details, including hechsherim, email:



32     TORAH TIDBITS 1459 / VAYIKRA 5782

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

 Calling Out
Rebbe Moshe Leib of Sassov, zy’a, was 

known as a great lover of Am Yisrael and 
always looked for ways to help another in 
need. His talmidim wondered how their 
Rebbe had acquired his great level of ahavas 
Yisrael. One day, he gathered his students 
close, and shared an experience:

While traveling, I once stopped at a tavern 
for a rest, and overheard the conversation 
of a couple of local peasants, drinking their 
fill at the bar: “Ivan, tell me, are you really 
my friend? Do you really love me?” Ivan 
was taken aback. “Igor, what are you talking 
about? We have known each other for years 
and we’re the best of friends!”

After a few more drinks, Igor asked, “But 
Ivan, do you really love me?” Once again, 
Igor reassured him, “But of course, Igor, 
you’re my closest friend!”

Igor sat quietly for a few minutes. He 
shook his head, turned to Ivan and said, 

“No… you couldn’t possibly love me. I know 
you don’t.” Ivan was hurt by the stinging 
comment. “How can you say that, Igor? I 
told you that I love you!”

Igor explained, “If you truly loved me 
you would know that I’m in pain… and you 
would know what’s hurting me.”

The tzadik Reb Moshe Leib concluded, 
“From these two drunken peasants I learned 
the meaning of love!”

Our sedra begins with HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu speaking from within the Ohel Moed, 
introducing the avodah, the holy service of 
Korbanos, sacrifices:

ויקרא אל משה 

“And Hashem called out to Moshe…” (1:1)
Rashi points out the special way that 

Hashem summoned Moshe, using a לשון 
 a term of endearment — the fact that ,חיבה
Hashem קרא, “called out” to Moshe was 
an expression of His love for him and the 
Jewish People. The Korbanos (literally, 
‘drawing close’) are calls extended to Klal 
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Yisrael to ‘come close’ in prayer, to turn 
to face Hashem in teshuvah and to make 
a tikun in our relationships with God and 
people. There are korbanos which express 
our gratitude, regret, and celebrate our love 
to our Creator. The Vidui that accompanies 
the offering of certain korbanos is an act of 
drawing near through vulnerability, open-
ness and heartfelt sharing of what is hurting 
us. All of these gradually bring us into a state 
of unity with our Creator.

Reb Shneur Zalman, the Alter Rebbe, 
zy’a, in Likkutei Torah, at the beginning 
of Parshas Vayikra, addresses the unique 
modality of  “calling” and its tone of love. 
Throughout Torah, Divine statements, decla-
rations, and com mandments are delivered 
in a way which also explicitly identify the 
‘name’ of the Speaker: …ה׳ וידבר  ה׳…   ,ויאמר 

zvilapian@gmail.com Tel. +972-54-447-3851 (office) Fax: +972-2-624-8818
Toll free UK: 0800-098-8428  US: 1-800-376-1803 • www.zvilapian.com
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“And Hashem spoke…” “And God said…” By 
contrast our Parsha says only ויקרא, “And He 
called…” not mentioning “Hashem”, nor any 
name of God. This is a calling that “emanates 
from a level which is above all names, from 
God Himself”. 

This is a very deep level of endearment, 
for when two beloved friends speak, they 
have no need to identify themselves with 
their individual names. They are already 
in such unity with each other that they can 
even intuit what each other is experienc-
ing, and no conventional communication 
is needed. They are together in a ‘tent of 
meeting’.

And this is also the reason that Hashem’s 
name, Havayah, is not explicitly mentioned 
in the Megillah. Says the Alter Rebbe, “On 
Purim, through their mesirus nefesh, 
self-sacrifice, Klal Yisrael transcended the 
name Havayah, reaching the Essence of 
Ein Sof, Hashem Himself.” The essential 
love and unity between Klal Yisrael and 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu was revealed, obvi-
ating any need for names.

Similarly, Mordechai calls out, לך כנוס את 
 ”Go gather all the Jews together“ ,כל היהודים
(4:16). The theme of Purim is revealed in 
the mitzvos ha-yom: achdus, Jewish unity 
and intuitive sensitivity to needs of oth-
ers. Each of the mitzvos of Purim is like a 
‘calling’, a term of chibah, endearment, to 
one another. For example, on Purim we 
give tzedakah to anyone who extends their 
palm. On other days, we might need to 

listen to the person’s name, and seek out an 
explanation of their needs and their pain, 
but on this day of overflowing love, noth-
ing even needs to be said. We are in such 
achdus with Klal Yisrael that we intuitively 
‘call’ to others, reach out and pour out our 
pockets.

Rambam teaches in Hilchos Megillah, 
2:17:
מוטב לאדם להרבות במתנות אביונים מלהרבות בסעודתו 

ובשלוח מנות לרעיו. שאין שם שמחה גדולה ומפוארה אלא 

לב  שהמשמח  וגרים.  ואלמנות  ויתומים  עניים  לב  לשמח 

האמללים האלו דומה לשכינה שנאמר להחיות רוח שפלים 

ולהחיות לב נדכאים.

It is good for people to increase in their 
gifts to the poor more than they increase 
in their meal and the gifts that they send to 
their companions, for there is no greater or 
glorious joy than to bring happiness to the 
hearts of the poor and orphans and widows 
and strangers, for he who brings happiness 
to the hearts of these unfortunate people is 
compared to the Divine Presence, as it says, 
“To revive the spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones” (Isaiah, 
57:15).

This Purim may we heed Hashem’s call 
of love, and call to each other endearingly, 
reviving one another with revealed ahavas 
Yisrael, essential unity and joy. L’chaim!  
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Join OUr 
Purim Campaign

Donate through our website
  www.ouisrael.org/purim
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

To Be A  
Jewish Woman 
Like Esther

Rabbi Soloveitchik would regularly offer 
an analysis of Megillat Esther and its mes-
sages prior to the festival of Purim. After 
the death of the Rav’s beloved wife, who 
passed away on the fast of Esther, the Rav 
presented shiurim in her memory around 
the day of the yahrzeit. It is fitting that the 
following ten teachings, gleaned from 
these talks, focus on a woman’s unique 
character in light of Esther’s dramatic role 
in the Purim story.

1. Shlichut: “Do not imagine that you 
can escape to the king’s palace from the 
fate of all Jews” (Esther 4:13). Here, in 
Mordechai’s urging of Esther, we encoun-
ter the notion of shlichut, the doctrine of 
assignment. Every individual is assigned 
a task which he must implement. Esther 
understood this and accepted her mission. 
(Megillat Esther Mesorat HaRav p. 86). In 
this vein, the Rav quoted Rav Kook’s inter-
pretation of the Yamim Noraim prayer: 
“My Lord, Before I was created I was 
worthless, and now that I indeed have 
been created, it is as if I were not created.” 
Rav Kook explained this meditation as fol-
lows: Hashem, you know that had I been 

born in an earlier generation, in an earlier 
era, I would have been worthless, unable 
to accomplish my specific assignment. Yet, 
I have accomplished so little of my pres-
ent assignment, I am likewise unworthy 
of having been created even in this gener-
ation. (Derashot HaRav, pp. 50-51) We are 
charged to find our calling and fulfill our 
mission.

2. Sacrifice: Esther is the very finest 
symbol of sacrificial action. “On the third 
day, Esther dressed herself in royalty” 
(Esther 5:1). The Rav commented: “Juda-
ism dislikes cowardice or the exaggerated 
caution that tells man that he must not 
begin unless he knows for sure that he 
will be able to finish.” Esther risking her 
life was logically unwarranted. But she 
was inspired to do that which was her 
responsibility and that which she intuited 
was the most noble response. She risked 
her life for the nation of Israel. (Ibid, pp. 
92, 93) 

3. Chen: “And Esther carried a grace in 
the eyes of all who saw her” (2:15). The 
Hebrew word chen, refers to the attribute 
of charm, in contradistinction to beauty. 
Chen is radiated from the divine presence 
within a person. We find the same term 
chen employed in the Yosef story. The two 
clauses, “The Lord was with Yosef” and 
“Yosef found grace in his [master’s] sight,” 
said the Rav, constitute an equation: Yosef 
found grace in Potiphar’s sight because 
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God was with him. The same is true of 
Esther. She carried grace with every-
one because God was with her (Megillat 
Esther Mesorat HaRav, p. 70, p.73). This 
notion is evidenced again in the following 
situation: “And the king loved Esther more 
than all the other women…” (Esther 2:17). 
Achashverosh was fascinated by some-
thing mysterious he could not grasp. He 
felt somehow instinctively, intuitively, that 
she was not an ordinary woman. “When 
he was in her presence , he felt that his 
whole being was more exalted, advanced, 
elevated to a greater height.” This was the 
potency of Esther’s chen. (Ibid, p. 72)

4. Steadfast Faith: Asked the Sages, 
“Where is there an allusion to Esther in 
the Torah?” The Talmud answers: “And I 
shall hide (haster astir) My countenance 
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on that day (Devarim 31:18) (Talmud Chul-
lin 139b). Even during the non-prophetic 
era, at a time when the divine counte-
nance is hidden (hester panim), man is 
summoned to carry on, to undertake dif-
ficult tasks courageously and implement 
them to the best of his ability. Esther was 
paradigmatic of the unrelenting faith and 
resolute devotion of a Jew that is evinced 
even when circumstances appear dark 
and gloomy. (Ibid. p.89) 

5. A Teacher of Prayer: Esther taught 
Mordechai and the Jews how to pray and 
how to fast in times of distress and crises. 
In the spirit of Chana who also taught the 
entire Congregation of Israel how to pray 
and how to confront God with petition - 
“Many important rules can be derived 
from the verses in relation to Hannah’s 
prayer” (Berachot 31a) - Esther taught 
us how to pray as a community when 
disaster strikes. However, Esther’s prayer 
alone does not fully capture the remark-
able complexity of her character. She is 
a woman of cunning who has the skill to 
meticulously strategize. Esther is able to 
exercise her intellectual ability and con-
currently sustain the purity of heart to 
pray and act humbly and childlike before 
the Almighty. Her expertise in playing this 
double role is why, said the Rav, the Megil-
lah is named for Esther. (Ibid, p. 91)

6. Tzniut: The Megillah goes into great 
detail telling us about the beauty treat-
ments, the ointments and sweet perfumes 
that the women received before display-
ing themselves before Achashverosh. We 
learn about Chegai and Sha’ashgaz who 
oversee the maidens and concubines. 
The Megillah, said the Rav, purposefully 

portrays the promiscuous, orgiastic life 
of Persian upper society, with the King 
at its head. They had lost all standards of 
decency. Esther was different. Esther did 
not ask for any extra beauty treatments. 
She refused to subject herself to the treat-
ments, unless Chegai compelled her. Yet, 
“she carried grace in the eyes of all who 
saw her.” She had within her something 
divine (Ibid, pp.70-71). The opening epi-
sode of the Megillah makes this point most 
vividly in the context of Vashti being sum-
moned to the court in a way that belittles 
her dignity. By contrast, a woman, in Juda-
ism, is treated with utmost sensitivity and 
Jewish law seeks to protect her dignity and 
honor. (Ibid, p.60)

This is the forte of the woman. 
This is what the sages meant 
when they said, “Woman was 
endowed by the Holy One, 
blessed be He, with supple-
mental intuition, bina yeteira

7. Man and Woman: Both man and 
woman play integral roles on the historical 
stage. Both male and female are created in 
the image of God. Both are endowed with 
dignity and majesty. Both are called on to 
be in service of God. Mordechai and Esther 
are reminiscent of Abraham and Sarah. 
The assignments were equally import-
ant but by no means identical. Regarding 
the Jewish people’s founders, the name 
change to both of them involved the addi-
tion of a letter from God’s name, signifying 
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that they will share a spiritual role. “Not 
only did man and woman achieve human 
dignity at creation, both in God’s image, 
but they also attained together, and only 
together, covenantal sanctity.” (Man of 
Faith, p. 86)

8. A Woman’s Capacity: Man and 
woman, prototypically, have unique 
traits and particular roles. The Rav sug-
gested that a man often is the one to have 
an “intuitive flash” or a particular insight 
and vision. In the case of Megillat Esther, 
it is Mordechai who takes note of the 
situation and reacts. However, the Rav 
suggested that when it comes to imple-
mentation, “the woman is the master.” 
The implementation of a plan is some-
thing that takes cunning, strategizing, and 
execution. This is the forte of the woman. 
This is what the sages meant when they 
said, “Woman was endowed by the Holy 
One, blessed be He, with supplemental 
intuition, bina yeteira (Nidda 45b). Esther 
takes on that role. She is more decisive 
and has better practical judgment. There 
is a striking transition in the storyline 
where Esther no longer is being guided 
by Mordechai. Mordechai listens to her. 
(Ibid. p.92).

9. A Day of Introspection: “And so shall 
I come before the king…”(Esther 4:16). The 
day of Purim encapsulates not only joy 
and celebration but a time of terror and 
anxiety. Esther was well aware of the high 
stakes for the Jewish people. She fasted 
and called on the nation to fast with her. 
The fast of Esther that we observe today is 
not just an add on to the festival but “is a 
genuine Purim day.” It reflects the forebod-
ing fear and prayers of the Jews that must 
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characterize the experience of observing 
Purim. (Ibid. pp.90-91). It is striking that 
on the evening of Purim, when Megillat 
Esther is read, the community is still fast-
ing. Even on Purim itself we integrate a 
modicum of the foreboding mood that is 
suitable to mark the day (Ibid, xiv). The 
common feature of Purim and Yom Kip-
pur, which is famously noted by the Zohar, 
is that they both call for divine compassion 
and interseccion, a mood of petition aris-
ing out of great distress. (Ibid, p.90) 

10.  Morning Has Broken: Esther herself 
is called Ayelet HaShachar in the Gemara 
(Yoma 29a). Ayelet Hashachar refers to the 
rise of the morning star at the very begin-
ning of dawn. “The inception of dawn is 
very subtle. When one looks towards the 
east at the earliest moment of dawn, the 
slow brightening of the sky is not even 
perceptible. At the very moment that the 
Purim salvation was incubating, one could 
only see an evil…”. This imagery is remi-
niscent of the turning point in the Megillah 
(Esther, chapter 6). The verse describes a 
night for the Jewish people which was 
dark and foreboding when suddenly “the 
sleep of the king was disturbed”(Esther 
6:1). However, the night did not give way 
to the morning light quickly. It took time 
for circumstances to unfold in a positive 
direction. Events were orchestrated in a 
way that very slowly led to redemption. 
(Ibid, p.162). 

The Rav quoted the Talmud Yerushalmi 

(Berachot 1:1): Rabbi Chiya Rabba and 
Rabbi Shimon ben Chalafta were walking 
in the Arbel Valley early in the morning, 
and they saw the light before the break 
of dawn (ayelet hashachar). Rabbi Chiya 
Rabba said to Rabbi Shimon ben Chalafta: 
This is how the redemption of Israel will 
be: At first it will be little by little, but then 
it will become stronger…At first Mordechai 
sat at the Kings gate (Esther 2:22) and then, 
“Haman took the garments and the horse 
(Ibid 5:11). Then Mordechai returned to 
the king’s gate (Ibid 6:12) and “Mordechai 
left before the king in royal garments’’ 
(Ibid 8:15). Finally, “The Jews experienced 
light and joy” (Ibid, 8:16).” In a word, 
the story of Esther not only recounts a 
momentous event in Jewish history but in 
reading the Megillah we demonstrate our 
faith that Divine providence will bring the 
ultimate redemption in a similar fashion 
(Mipninei HaRav, p. 284).

 May the geulah shleimah come soon. 
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  

2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  
in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 

רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל
and Rosi & Ernest Strauss

לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

The “Final 
Thrust” to 
Jerusalem 

During our embattled history, we have 
encountered numerous enemies and sur-
vived endless threats. Rarely have we faced 
complete and total annihilation. For some 
reason, 70 years after the apocalyptic loss 
of the Mikdash, living under Persian rule, 
we faced an unforeseen threat from an 
unfamiliar enemy. Haman threatened to 
bring it all down. Jewish history could have 
expired that year in Shushan. 

Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai’s students 
queried their teacher: why were the Jews 
imperiled by Haman’s murderous plan? 
What possible crime warranted this 
devastating and potentially existential 
threat? Instead of replying, Rabbi Shi-
mon prompted his students to respond. 
They suggested that we were punished 
for participating in the royal festivities of 
Achashverosh. Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai 
didn’t disagree. 

The Achashverosh party wasn’t exactly a 

high-minded exhibition of moral values 
or a noble display of ethical probity. Rapa-
cious nobleman gorged for a one-hundred 
and eighty day culinary orgy, while the 
peasants of the country-side were taxed 
through the nose to foot the bill for this 
debauched exorbitance. Shameless glut-
tons lying on marble couches provided 
stimulating eye-candy for voyeuristic 
passersby. Perhaps the food at this party 
was kosher but the environment and the 
spectacle was hideous. Certain events 
should be “off limits” to religious people - 
regardless of the kashrut level of the food 
which is served. 

Life was good in Shushan, but 
it was anything but a picnic in 
Israel, where the future was 
unfolding

However, participation in this celebration 
of shameless piggishness and unbridled 
appetite still doesn’t justify such a harsh 
response. Evidently, there was something 
far more criminal in drinking and binging 
along with Ahchashverosh and his merry 

12     TORAH TIDBITS 1440 / CHAYEI SARA 5782

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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Real Life Rescues 
Giving of One’s Self To Help 
Others  

One recent Friday afternoon, a young motorcyclist was speeding along the roads in 
Netanya when the wheels of his motorcycle slipped and the motorbike skidded out across 
the road. The rider was thrown to the ground, his body scraping along the asphalt as he 
rolled towards a parked car. A concerned pedestrian urgently called emergency dispatch 
for help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Lidan Pindling received a proximity alert to the incident 
and immediately left the errands that he was taking care of, jumped on his ambucycle and 
raced over to the location. Additional United Hatzalah volunteers and an ambulance crew 
arrived as well.

The 24-year-old victim was 
trapped underneath the 
parked car. He had suffered 
deep, bleeding lacerations 
to his legs with suspected 
fractures. Lidan and his 
colleagues got down on the 
ground to treat the injured 
man. They stemmed the 
bleeding and bandaged his 
serious leg wounds. It was 
an extremely cold afternoon, 
and the team covered the 
victim with a mylar insulating 
blanket to keep his body 
temperature stable.

After affixing a neck brace, the EMTs carefully slid the patient onto a backboard and 
safely extricated him out. The young man was then rushed off to the hospital for further 
emergency care.

“Volunteering with United Hatzalah gives me the opportunity to think of someone else’s 
needs and put them before my own. I am proud to give of myself and my time to help 
others and provide medical care when other people need it,” Lidan said.

1221
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revelers.  
Context is everything. Purim mustn’t be 

viewed as a “miracle in a vacuum”; it can’t 
be reduced to a simple storyline about a 
mass-murderer who set his sights on Jewish 
annihilation but whose plans were dashed 
by Divine intervention. This “story” of Jew-
ish survival “against all odds” has occurred 
throughout Jewish history and Purim isn’t 
exceptional. Without understanding the 
broader “historical framework” of Purim, 
the miracle feels commonplace. To fully 
appreciate Purim, it must be analyzed 
within a historical context.

There is much uncertainty regarding 
the actual date of the Purim miracle, but 
according to Chazal’s timeline, the miracle 
in Shushan occurred AFTER our prelimi-
nary return to Israel. Having been exiled 
for around 52 years (depending on when 

you count from), we began the great project 
of resettling our homeland and rebuilding 
Yerushalayim. Sadly, this restoration was 
stalled, as hostile locals were staunchly 
opposed to “Jewish expansionism”. Hur-
ried messengers were dispatched back to 
Persia pleading for international interven-
tion against Jewish aggression. Eventually, 
international opposition defeated the great 
hopes of a quick return to the Homeland 
from which we were evicted only decades 
earlier. The valiant pioneers who had reset-
tled Israel faced rising aggression and it 
appeared that redemption had run out of 
steam. 

Eighteen years elapsed between our 
aborted initial return and our final home-
coming – the eventual reconstruction of 
the Mikdash. It is within this eighteen-year 
period that the Purim saga unfolded. Purim 
didn’t occur in a vacuum. It occurred as 
Jews were struggling over their historical 
rights to their Homeland. A few intrepid 
visionaries had returned to the Land and 
were waging a struggle on behalf of the 
entire Jewish nation and on behalf of Jew-
ish history. 

Most Jews remained behind, enjoying the 
serenity and luxury of the Persian empire. 
The initial hatred which the Babylonians 
directed to the Jews had been replaced by 
Persian acceptance and rapprochement. 
Life was good in Shushan, but it was any-
thing but a picnic in Israel, where the future 
was unfolding. 

The real crime of the party goers was in 

FOR SALE
TOWNHOUSE NEXT TO PARK HAMESILA

216 M ON FOUR LEVELS
PRIVATE GARDEN AND PARKING

6 BDRMS, 4 BATHS
QUIET, OFF STREET
FOR RENOVATION

NIS 7,300,000

 MAAGALEI YAVNE ST GARDEN APT 
NEXT TO PARK HAMESILA

97 M GROUND FLOOR 
PRIVATE EXIT TO LARGE GARDEN IN USE 

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE, WELL-MAINTAINED
PINUI BINUI IN PLANNING PROCESS (FUTURE 

APT WILL BE APPROX. 150 M)
NIS 3,400,000

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to 
Angie & Benny Elisha and family  

on the birth of their grandson
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Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

their “historical indifference”. Jews were 
struggling to settle Israel and were bravely 
fending off hostile enemies. It is one thing 
not to emigrate and join the battle. How-
ever, it is another thing entirely, to remain 
behind in Persia and feast and drink for 
half a year while Jews were struggling and 
dying in israel. Their abject disinterest in 
the historical process – immersing them-
selves in revelry while their brothers were 
busy crafting history- was a historical and 
moral crime and absolutely deserving of a 
harsh punishment. 

It is crucial not to sever Purim from the 
larger historical drama. The Jewish people 
were “stuck in the mud”, having returned to 
Israel, but watching their settlement efforts 
thwarted. This suspended redemption 
required one miracle, one great electrifying 
event, to provide the final thrust to propel 
us back to our Homeland. Purim provided 
that national thrust and that redemptive 
energy. As the Sefat Emet writes, Purim 
was a “pre-redemptive” event which paved 
the path back to Yerushalayim. As the Sefat 
Emmet continues: “it is likely that our final 
redemption will also be preceded by a 
pre-redemptive miracle which will provide 
similar energy.” 

The prophecy of this late 19th century 
Chasidic visionary has materialized: our 
people have been blessed with great mir-
acles which, hopefully, will provide final 
thrust toward our final homecoming and 
the terminus of history. Purim Sameach 

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to  
David & Sarah Maslow and family  

on the marriage of their granddaughter
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hears a voice, and –
Was that reverberating sound, perhaps, 

the inner voice of Moshe calling to him-
self? Was he prepared? For he was on the 
threshold of realizing one of his noblest 
achievements, bringing down the Holy Spirit 
into finite space, opening up the dialogue 
between fragile man and the All-Powerful.

Moreover, the Hebrew term “Vayikra” 
has a diminished letter “Alef.” Perhaps that 
means that, somehow, the Infinite Ein Sof 
contracted Itself (Tzimzum) so that Moshe 
could receive the divine message in a man-
ner better to be communicated to mortal 
human beings.

Indeed, the call was intended for all of 
us (but as the rabbis say, only Moshe could 
hear it). Moshe was the conduit – but each of 
us is being challenged to listen to our unique 
calling. Yes! – “Vayikra” – there is the small 
silent voice of our inner conscience call-
ing us. Having built the Mishkan, we have 
to invite Hakadosh Baruch Hu into our 
dwellings. 

Yes, we will open our hearts and let the 
Almighty in. Then, like the Parsha’s open-
ing phrase, the intimate “He” will respond to 
our call. Then, and only then, Hashem will 
speak with us, and we can talk to each other.

Sometimes, waiting at the door is what 
it takes.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

Sometimes, 
Waiting is 
What it Takes

It appears that we spend many waking 
hours fantasizing. We have dreams, hopes, 
and plans. And, under normal circum-
stances, we turn our dreams into reality – or 
at least we strive to do so.

Sometimes, it takes a lifetime to fulfill 
our most precious desires; sometimes, in a 
fleeting moment, our dreams come true. But 
who has not been so close to achievement, 
only to see a treasured objective dissipate?

So, what was Moshe thinking when the 
Cloud of Glory settled above the Ohel Moed, 
and he waited tremulously at the entrance 
for Hashem’s summons? For days and 
weeks, he and the people had labored to 
build the Mishkan in all its splendor – the 
peak of their holy mission to prepare a 
“residence” for the Shechinah and catalyst 
for the Divine Presence to dwell among the 
people.

And Moshe is waiting.
And then, Moshe hears the voice calling to 

him: “Vayikra” – ‘And he called.’ Of course, 
we know that “He” is Hashem because the 
Passuk continues that the Almighty spoke 
to Moshe from the Ohel Moed. But for one 
moment, let us imagine that, initially, Moshe 
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ONLINE Purim Tour of 
the British Museum
Guided by Rabbi  
Dr Raphael Zarum
Dean of LSJS and Rabbi Sacks 
Chair of Modern Jewish Thought

Book online at www.lsjs.ac.uk/bookings or call +44 20 8203 6427

Have you ever seen Achashverosh on his throne? 
Wondered at the wealth and grandeur of his palaces? 
Worked out where Shushan is actually located? This 
tour uncovers the Persian politics behind the Purim 
story and will provide you with fascinating insights into 
the intrigue and excesses related in Esther’s Megillah.

*Approx. prices based on Pound-Shekel rate at time of going to press

Date: Sunday 13 March
Israel Time: 8–9:30pm

BOOK YOUR PLACE

80₪ (60₪ before 7 March)*
10% off TORAHTIDBITS10

Andrew David Shiller, MD
Integrative Pain Management

Harvard Trained

Healing Persistent Pain 
When Drugs and Procedures Don't Help

In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, and
by Telemedicine in Israel, NY, CT, NJ, FL, VA

www.drshiller.com
 058-789-0369 
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and culturally, without prejudice.

Secondly, as we saw in Parshat Va’era, 
each of our Forefathers was able to tolerate 
great frustration without losing their faith 
in the Almighty.

Thirdly, again in Parshat Va’era, each of 
them was grateful to the Almighty for the 
everyday blessings that most of us take for 
granted.

Fourthly, this time in last week’s Parshat 
Bo, they each demonstrated Kreatur-
gefühl, a deep awareness of having been 
created by the Almighty.

In this week’s Torah portion, two early 
twentieth century spiritual guides brought 
two additional characteristics of the 
“redeemed” individual to our attention.

Rabbi Grodzinski taught that the 
“redeemed” individual does not ignore the 
prevalence of evil in the world but disdains 
it and confronts it wisely and successfully.

And Rabbi Ziv, the Alter, gifted us with 
the insight that our relationship with 
the Almighty can be reciprocal. Yes, He 
is our Savior. But we can reciprocate His 
salvation by bringing honor to His name 
by acting ethically and honestly, even in 
the face of temptation.

As we draw ever closer to the Passover 
holiday, Chag HaPesach, we now have 
learned of no less than six paths to 
redemption, six paths to “seeing ourselves 
as if we personally were redeemed from 
Egypt.”

Which of the six will you choose as your 
path? Or will you try your hand at all six? 

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GANHOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOFHAR NOF * Shlav A, 3 bdrms, Succah, storage, view !
* Renovated 4 bdrms, bright and airy, 3 exposures, 

MB en suite, large succah, no steps to the building !
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,

outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!
OUT OF JERUSALEM
MODIIN AREA - New ProjectMODIIN AREA - New Project
180 sqm semi detached house, NIS 2,650,000 complete.
YAVNIEL YAVNIEL - Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,490,000!

RENTALS
RECHAVIA  RECHAVIA  Renovated 1 bdrm wheelchair accessible
OLD KATAMON  OLD KATAMON  Lovely 2 bdrms, un/furnished, 2 balconies
BUSTAN BAKABUSTAN BAKA Brand new building, 3 bdrms, 2.5 bthrms, 
ground oor, large garden, parking, immediate!  
HAR NOFHAR NOF  * Villa, beautiful 6 bedrooms, view!
* Shlav A, 3 bdrms, renovated, garden, view, machsan!

It’s never too late to file prior years’ tax returns!

02-999-2104 |  09-746-0623 |  03-527-3254
 052-274-9999

Email: alan@ardcpa.com 
www.ardcpa.com

Trusted US/Israeli tax services for over 30 years

• U.S. Income Tax Returns
• Israeli Tax Returns
• Foreign Bank Reports (FBAR)
• IRS Audit Representation
• IRS Streamlined Program
• Corporate Tax Planning
• Estate and Trust Tax Planning
• $1400 U.S. Child Credit
• Investment Planning
• Bookkeeping Services
• Other Accounting Services

בס“ד
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One of the most beloved traditions 
associated with the awesome day 
of Purim is the custom to dress in 

costume. 
There have been many reasons sug-

gested for our annual Purim masquerade. 
One particularly unique insight regarding 
this minhag was offered by the Karmona 
Rebbe zy’a.

The Rebbe points to a perplexing state-
ment in the Tikunei Zohar, regarding the 
very nature of the holiday of Purim:

Yom HaKippurim (The day of atonements) 
should rather be understood as Yom K’Pu-
rim-a day like Purim…”

How exactly are we to understand this 
statement? Seemingly there is some mys-
tical connection or parallel to be drawn 
between the sacred day of Yom Kippur, and 
the day of Purim, which most of us associ-
ate with utter joy and salvation.

Indeed the holy Reb Yisrael of Rizhin 
zy’a, famously interpreted this teaching 
as follows. If Yom Kippur is indeed a yom 
K’Purim, a day like Purim, then it must 
mean that the lesser day is being com-
pared to the greater day, that Purim is 
greater than Yom Kippur.

The Karmona Rebbe cites the parallel to 
be drawn between these two days- Yom 
Kippur and Purim based on this teaching 
from the Tikunei Zohar. The Rebbe explains 
that on Yom Kippur, we ask one another for 
forgiveness. So too, Purim is a day meant to 
bring the Jewish people together in unity, 
a day to let go of any conflict and forgive 
one another.

However, the Rebbe taught, inevita-
bly each of us have individuals in our 
lives for whom it may be difficult to look 
directly in the eye, to ask for forgiveness 
face to face.

Also for many of us, we may struggle 
with the ability to forgive ourselves, and 
that inability to let go of guilt we might feel 
for past mistakes, can become an impedi-
ment for spiritual growth.

The tradition to disguise ourselves, to 
don masks and costumes, makes it easier to 
look one another in the eye to forgive each 
other, and to look ourselves in the mirror 
and forgive ourselves as well!

Yehi Ratzon, as we don our Purim cos-
tumes, may we indeed be blessed to 
embrace this beautiful teaching.

Purim Sameach, A Freilichin Purim! 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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ARNONA- AMAZING 5 BEDROOM  
TOWNHOUSE

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il

5 bedroom townhouse, 166sqm, 
private entrance, easy access,  

fully renovated, 50sqm garden, 
50sqm balcony, nice, airy, full of 

light, serious sellers, attractive price

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA: townhouse, 5 bedrooms, elevator, 2 succa 
balconies, private parking, renovated, storage, huge 
living room and master bedroom, light and green
MALCHA: 4.5 room  garden apartment, private en-
trance, fully renovation, 3 bathrooms, 100m garden, 
storage, parking, amazing view, light, quiet, only 
3,590,000 NIS
ARNONA - new building - 2 bedrooms, Shabbat ele-
vator, parking, amazing view of the Old City, en suite, 
light, a/c, private heating, amazing price 2,190,000nis
BAKA: amazing deal, 3 bedrooms, ground floor, 85m, 2 
balconies, center location, the best price on the market 
only 1,950,000nis
HANOCH ALBAK ST: amazing garden apartment, 3 
bedrooms, easy access, no steps, ensuite, parking, 
storage, renovated, amazing living space with a huge 
garden, attractive
ARNONA - 3 bedrooms,  elevator, parking, storage, a/c, 
private heating, ensuite, balcony, airy, full of light, very 
nice living space, new kitchen, close to Baka

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!
Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals 

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us 
On Facebook

Bridge the Gap
Sending a child to Israel for the year? 

Give them the support they need.

Dr. Alex Bailey
is a Jerusalem/Modi’in based clinical 
psychologist specializing in teens and 
young adults. Since making aliya three 
years ago, he has worked with dozens 
of gap year students at yeshivot 

and midrashot, helping them manage this year of 
independence, questioning, transition, and growth.  
Dr. Bailey provides parents with peace-of-mind that 
their children have the support they need to bridge 
their gap year successfully.

DR. BAILEY ALSO SEES COUPLES,  
FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS AGE 16+ 

alexbaileypsyd@gmail.com   www.alexbaileypsyd.com

IN A PRESTIGIOUS & NEW BUILDING 
with elevator, 1st floor, magical and 

prestigious apartment in the exclusive area 
of Nayot, Jerusalem - Spacious, bright with 

balconies with breathtaking views in the heart 
of the Botanical Garden, 125m + 3 balconies,  

4 bedrooms, private parking spot, storage, 
fully renovated, exclusive, fully accessible 

for the disabled, suitable for religious &  
traditional observers, one of the highest 

residential experiences the city  
has to offer, NIS 5,200,000

FOR DETAILS AND INQUIRIES - 

Aviv Levi - 052-3176689
avivl1mailbox@gmail.com

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 690:3).) In 
contrast, one who only listens in that state 
does not fulfill the mitzva (ibid. 12). After all, 
verbalizing a text, even by rote, involves the 
mind to a greater extent than having sounds 
go into one’s ear without  their being pro-
cessed (Eretz Tzvi, I, 45). Of course, there are 
different levels of drowsiness, and it is hard 
to know how much more awake than mitn-
amnem a listener must be. 

The more common problem is daydream-
ing/mind wandering. In two places, the 
Magen Avraham disallows listening to some-
one else to be yotzei a mitzva because one 
cannot trust himself to listen to each word: 
1) 124:16 – One who forgot Ya’aleh V’yavo 
should repeat Shemoneh Esrei rather than 
try to be yotzei with chazarat hashatz; 2) 
193:2 – We prefer reciting Birkat Hamazon 
over being yotzei with the mezamen. In con-
trast, regarding Megillat Esther, the Magen 
Avraham (693:15), citing the Rashba (Shut 
I:467), proves that one does not need first-
rate concentration from the halachot that a 
passerby who hears Megilla reading from 
a shul and stops to listen is yotzei and that 
even one who does not read or understand 
Hebrew can be yotzei by listening. Experi-
ence teaches that it is hard to decipher to the 
point one can parrot a string of words he 
hears in a foreign language, and yet that is 
halachically sufficient. We suggest another 
source that indicates that a normal person, 
with a wandering mind, likely concentrates 

Listening to 
the Megilla 
with Limited 
Concentration

Question: It troubles me that I often 
daydream and/or doze off for a few words 
during Megilla reading. Do I fulfill the 
mitzva under those circumstances?

Answer: You sound like most people. 
While almost impossible to pinpoint the 
level of concentration one needs to fulfill 
the mitzva, sharing what we do know gives 
a reasonable picture.  

The mishna (Megilla 17a) states that one 
who reads the Megilla while mitnamnem 
(dozing) fulfills the mitzva. The gemara 
(ibid. 18b) describes it as one who is nei-
ther sleeping nor awake, answers when 
addressed, cannot explain something that 
requires logic, but when reminded, he 
remembers. While this seems to solve your 
problem leniently, the poskim, based on the 
Yerushalmi, limit this to one who is reciting 
the reading in this manner. (Reciting some-
thing while semi-asleep is demonstrated 
by many people during Shemoneh Esrei. 
While it seems unlikely to read with one’s 
eyes from the Megilla in this state, b’di’eved 
one may read up to half the Megilla by heart 
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

enough. Although usually one cannot follow 
two people reciting something together, we 
assume that for Megilla, he can concentrate 
(Shulchan Aruch ibid. 2; see proviso in 
Mishna Berura 690:4). 

The Magen Avraham’s stringencies of not 
assuming one will listen well are in contexts 
when there are natural alternatives. In con-
trast, when most of us listen as well as we 
can and still our mind wanders or if one 
does not understand the Megilla, we will 
assume he fulfilled the mitzva. Acharonim 
disagree about the level of concentration the 
Magen Avraham said sufficed (see Levushei 
S’rad ad loc. and She’arim Hametzuyanim 
Bahalacha 141:13). If one is following along 
with a sefer (as he should) and after break-
ing out of the lapse is up to the ba’al korei, 
he can assume he concentrated sufficiently 
(Eretz Tzvi ibid.; Dirshu 690:35, citing Rav 
Elyashiv). A wandering mind, while better 
avoided, can still basically follow a familiar 
text. Consider that people can simultane-
ously drive, listen to music and a passenger, 

and worry about being late.
The way to navigate failure or doubt about 

concentration is to read over with lips the 
words he may have missed (Shulchan Aruch 
ibid. 3-4). People with severe concentration 
problems may need to read along with 
their lips (see recommendations in Living 
the Halachic Process III, D-14 in different 
circumstances). One who really cannot 
follow the ba’al korei effectively will likely 
need to read the whole thing from a kosher 
scroll after shul, and if he is not proficient, 
the special recording we made for people 
who cannot make it to shul can be helpful 
(contact our office). 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
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Dear A.D., 
Each year, on a holiday 

that is meant to be among the 
happiest on the Jewish calen-
dar, we hear tragic stories of 

life-changing injuries related to alcohol 
use, including alcohol poisoning, car acci-
dents, burns from firecrackers, and broken 
limbs. Increasing numbers of communal 
organizations have called for a reduction 
or elimination of drinking, especially for 
youth. However, the reality remains that 
drinking on Purim is prevalent in many 
Jewish communities around the world.  

There are many aspects of your ques-
tion worth exploring that are beyond this 
column, such as fostering a trusting rela-
tionship based on open communication 
throughout the year; deciding as parents 
what types of activities you are okay with, 
and what level of supervision you deem 
necessary for these activities; what type of 
discipline you want to consider for break-
ing the rules; or whether to speak with your 
kid’s friends’ parents or rabbeim to inform 

them of your guidelines. 
I want to focus on the specific conversa-

tion with your son about the coming holiday, 
which is by its nature very uncomfortable 
for a number of reasons.  First, opening 
this conversation means that we have 
assessed there is a reasonable chance our 
child may confront a dangerous situation, 
which is often something we don’t want to 
consider.  Second, our child is likely going 
to be resistant to this conversation because 
it’s awkward, and he doesn’t want limits 
imposed for such a fun day.  Third, it’s com-
plicated as we are trying to communicate 
two opposing messages simultaneously: 1. 
You may not drink; and 2. If you do drink, 
or are around others who are drinking, you 
need to be responsible.  We don’t want to 
come off as condoning behavior that we 
want our children to avoid—why should 
we talk about alcohol safety if the message 
we want to get across is “don’t drink”?

Despite these concerns, in most circum-
stances speaking about this issue with your 
kids will help them make better decisions 
on Purim, and will also foster a stronger 
relationship over time.  In my view, this 
conversation has a few elements, although, 
of course, the particular wording would 
need to be one that is genuinely yours.   

Frame the conversation: “As parents, your 
safety is a top priority for us, and we are con-
cerned about alcohol use on Purim.”

State clearly what you want: “On Purim, 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting, 
I am concerned about my teen-

ager on Purim.  I’m not okay with 
his drinking, but drinking seems 
like a common practice here. Is 
there something I can do as a par-
ent on Purim?  A.D.
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we do not want you to drink” (or, if you 
have a different limit, state clearly what 
that is)

Give a brief explanation for your asser-
tion:  “Drinking at your age is illegal, it can 
be dangerous in the short-term, and you or 
one of your friends can get seriously hurt 
or end up in the hospital.” 

Validate that your child may not agree 
with your decision: “We understand that 
you may not agree with our point of view 
and that you may be upset about it.  We can 
talk about how we can help you have the 
best Purim possible, but we are not okay 
with your drinking.  

Teach responsibility if he chooses to 
drink: “If you do choose to drink, or you 
are around others who are drunk, you 
need to know how to stay safe.  You should 
not binge drink, as this can lead to alcohol 
poisoning, and you may not realize how 
drunk you are getting until it is too late.  
You absolutely should not get into a car 
with anyone who has been drinking, even 

Feel free to send in any parenting  
questions you may have to  
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).

Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD is a Licensed Clinical 
Psychologist (Israel and U.S.) offering Evi-
dence-Based Solutions for Individuals and 
Couples

if they say they are not drunk.  If you are 
stuck somewhere, or feel unsafe or uncom-
fortable for any reason, you can call us or 
take a taxi, and we will pay for that.  

This conversation is likely to be one of 
many about complicated topics as your 
child gets older.  The more practice you get 
with it now, the more comfortable your 
child will be to look to you for guidance as 
he confronts other challenges of his teen-
age years.  And, hopefully, we can all have 
a safe Purim filled with happiness and cel-
ebration! 
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Concern 
For the Next 
Generation

Last time we explained the disagreement 
between Yeshayahu and Chizkiyahu. The 
Talmud relates how the prophet rebuked 
the king for refraining from procreating. 
When Chizkiyahu explained that he knew 
his children would be inappropriate, 
Yeshayahu answered that this was not the 
king’s problem and that was up to the King 
of Kings. However, when Chizkiyahu sug-
gested a plan to change the fateful outcome, 
Yeshayahu refused and declared that it was 
already determined. This incensed the king 
who threw him out, and proclaimed that a 
person must never give up. We suggested 
that their argument is based on whether 
we assume that all is predetermined or 
whether we have the capacity to change 
our fate.

Let us now relate this Talmudic piece to 
the question of choosing genetic traits for 
our children. A couple get married and 
discover that they both carry a recessive 
genetic abnormality. Since it is reces-
sive both husband and wife are perfectly 
healthy, but they have a 25% chance of 
having a child with this genetic illness. 
One of the most famous cases is Tay Sachs, 

a rare disease caused by the absence of 
an enzyme that helps break down fatty 
substances. These fatty substances, called 
gangliosides, build up to toxic levels in the 
brain and spinal cord and affect the func-
tion of the nerve cells.

In the most common and severe form 
of Tay-Sachs disease, signs and symptoms 
start to show up at about 3 to 6 months of 
age. As the disease progresses, develop-
ment slows and muscles begin to weaken. 
Over time, this leads to seizures, vision and 
hearing loss, paralysis, and other major 
issues. Children with this form of Tay-Sachs 
disease typically live only a few years.

Fate has determined that one in four 
of their children (statistically speaking) 
will inherit this disease. We could ask 
whether such a couple are obligated 
to have children? They know that their 
children could be ill and live short and 
painful lives. According to Yeshayahu’s 
injunction the answer seems to be clear; 
there is an obligation to have children 
irrespective of the fate of those children. 
The tragic outcome of this approach is 
that the parents will witness their chil-
dren’s suffering and early demise, and 
they will suffer along with them. So can 
we still encourage them, or even oblige 
them to have such children?

Modern medicine has given these par-
ents the option of changing their fate.

More on this next time. 
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Purim Purim 
Laws and Laws and 
Customs: Customs: 
A Quick A Quick 
ReviewReview  

TAANIT ESTHER is the 
same day whether you cele-
brate Purim on the 14th or the 
15th of Adar. Taanit Esther is 
Wednesday, March 16. 
The fast begins in 
Jerusalem at 
4:36am and 
concludes 
at 6:14pm.

ZEICHER L’MACH-
ATZIT HASHEKEL can be 
given at Mincha of Taanit Esther 
or before Megillah reading. Com-
mon amount is 3 half-shekel 
coins. Some give the value of the 
original silver half shekel, which 
at today’s price of silver and the 
current exchange rate is around 
20NIS. Remember - we don’t give 
Machatzit HaShekel without a 
Beit HaMikdash, we give ZEICHER 
- commemorative of it. 

PURIM: AL HANISIM said 
in the Amida in the B’RACHA 
of MODIM and in Birkat HaMa-
zon in the B’RACHA of NODEH 
L’CHA. If you forget AL HANISIM 
in the Amida, do NOT repeat it. If 
you catch your omission before 
HaShem’s name in HATOV 

SHIMCHA... go back and say 
it. If you already said 

HaShem’s name, fin-
ish the Amida and 
before you say YIHYU 
L’RATZON... and take 
your steps back, say 

Al HaNisim with a 
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modified opening sentence: 

הרחמן הוא יעשה לנו ניסים ונפלאות כאשר 

בימי  בזמן הזה.  בימים ההם  עשה לאבותינו 

מרדכי ואםתר

Similar for Birkat HaMazon. 
Before HaShem’s name in AL 
HAARETZ V’AL HAMAZON, go 
back and say it. After HaShem’s 
name, continue until right before 
HARACHAMAN HU Y’ZAKEINU 
and say it with the modified 
opener, as above. 

FROM HERE TO THERE:  
Jerusalemites who go outside for 
14 Adar and outsiders who come 
to Jerusalem for Purim should ask 
a Rav what is and is not required 
of you on the other day.

TORAH READ-
ING: Is taken from 
the end of B’shalach 
- VAYAVO AMA-
LEK... If you missed 

ZACHOR, you should ask the 
Baal Korei to have the Mitzvah of 
ZACHOR in mind, and you should 
have KAVANA likewise. 

MEGILLAH READING 
Required TWICE, at night and in 
the day. KAVANA should include 
the Mitzvah of Megillah and the 
publicizing of HaShem’s miracles. 
The b’racha of SHEHECHEYANU 
in the morning covers the other 
mitzvot of the day. (Have them in 
mind.) MATANOT LA’EVYONIM 
are gifts to the poor  (be gener-
ous, more than you spend on 
Mishlo’ach Manot). Best to give 
on Purim day. Giv-
ing it earlier to 
someone who 
will distribute 
it on Purim 
day is also 
acceptable. 
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M I S H L O ’ A C H 
MANOT are gifts of 
foods (min. two kinds) to 
friends (or just other 
Jews) - who are observ-
ing Purim the same 
day you are. One 
M i s h l o a c h 
Manot is suffi-
cient, but most 
people give 
multiple times. 
SEUDAT PURIM 
is a festive meal in the afternoon 
of your Purim day (this year, those 
living in Jerusalem, will have the 

meal earlier, see below).

DRINKING The 
proper custom on 

Purim is to drink 
more wine than 
you usually do. A 
bit more is suffi-
cient. In most cases, 
excessive drinking 
turns out not to be 
in line with SIM-
CHAT PURIM. Be 
careful. And watch 

out for your fam-
ily members. 

PURIM EREV 
SHABBAT IN 
JERUSALEM 
(this year): There 
is a custom to 
finish the meal 

before chatzot 
(halachic midday - 
11:47 am) or wash 

before chatzot. A less common 
practice is to begin the meal of 
Purim late afternoon prior to 
Shabbat and continue with that 
same meal into the Friday night 
Shabbat dinner (please consult 
a rabbi regarding exactly how to 
proceed in this circumstance).
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM
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Otzar Beit 
Din #2 - 
Harvesting 
Large 
Quantities
We described last week the actions that 
the beit din workers performed: large-
scale harvest, processing, storage, and 
distribution

We asked: isn’t harvest and processing with 
commercial tools and in commercial quan-
tity forbidden? How does the beit din have 
the right to perform these activities?

There are several approaches to under-
standing this Tosefta (it is mentioned by 
Rishonim and Acharonim). 

1 - Beit din as the hands of the poor
The Rashbash (Rabbi Shlomo ben Shimon 
Duran, 1400-1467, Algeria) maintains that 
the rabbinical court acts as agents of the 
poor and thus receives the power to per-
form the actions otherwise forbidden 
during shemitah. 

When contacted by Jews living in the 
Land of Israel in his time who wanted to 
observe shemitah but were fearful that 

their non-Jewish neighbors would raid 
their ownerless vineyards, the Rashbash 
told them that they could appoint a beit 
din to guard, harvest, and distribute their 
produce (based on the Tosefta), since the 
beit din is acting on behalf of the poor (“the 
hands of the poor”). This is possibly the first 
post-Mishnaic account of an otzar beit-din 
system. 

2 - Not showing ownership
The Chazon Ish (Rabbi Avraham Yeshaya 
Kareliz, 1878-1953), the major proponent 
of the modern otzar beit din system whose 
rulings are relied on for the system today, 
proposes otherwise:

The underlying point of the shemitah pro-
hibitions is to show that the land belongs to 
Hashem and not to the owner of the field. 
Thus, when the fields are worked by agents 
of an organization who are appointed to 
distribute food to the public, they are not 
harvesting as owners of the fields.

Modern Otzar Beit Din
The return to Zion and to agriculture in the 
late 19th century brought with it the need 
to find solutions to observe the shemitah 
year. 

While heter mechirah was implemented in 
5749 (1888-9), it was the subject of major 
dispute. Next week we will discuss the first 
otzar beit din, formed during the shemitah 
of 5670 (1909-1910). 
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Founder of Mosdot Kanfey Shemesh

RABBI JAY YAACOV
SCHWARTZ

Unmasking 
Haman

A few thoughts about Haman. Haman 
is known as the chief antagonist of the 
Purim story; the bitter and mortal enemy 
of Esther, Mordechai, and the Jewish Peo-
ple – or so it seems… but, an analysis of the 
Rabbinic sources regarding Haman, for 
all his evil, enigmatically casts his role in 
a somewhat favorable light.  This requires 
us to take a deeper, more profound 
look at what the char-
acter of Haman truly 
represents.

For example, we are 
taught that Haman’s 
descendant Shmuel 
bar Shilat was one of the 
greatest and most success-
ful Jewish educators of all 
time  (Sanhedrin 96b, Baba Batra 8b).   
A convert who emanated from the fam-
ily of Haman, he was so devoted to teaching 
Torah to his young students that he was 
exempted from residential taxes. This is 
because he literally lived in the yeshiva 
where he taught Torah; to use every min-
ute of his time to transmit Torah. Such was 
his closeness and dedication to teaching 

Torah to the Jewish People. If Haman was 
the embodiment of evil itself, how in the 
world did he merit having such an illustri-
ous descendant?

Furthermore, the Talmud teaches us 
the halacha that a person is required to 
drink fragrant wine until he doesn’t know 
the difference between “Cursed is Haman,” 
and “Blessed is Mordechai” (Megila 7b).  If 
Haman is so identifiably wicked in the eyes 
of Chazal as he seems, then it would require 
gallons of wine for any person to err on the 
question. Would a drink or two be enough 
to confuse us as to who is the profane vil-

lain and who is the blessed Tzaddik? It is 
unfathomable that our rabbis 

would require us to drink 
to the level that would be 
required for this mistake – 
i.e. that of the drunkenness 

of Lot, who was completely 
without cognition at all! How 

would we be able to daven, hear 
Megila, and fulfill other mitzvahs of 

the day if we were rendered into a com-
pletely drunken stupor? (See Shulchan 
Aruch, Laws of the Purim Seudah, Siman 
695:2 and Mishnah Brurah 4 and 5).

Is it possible that the rabbis actually 
view this question worthy of debate? Could 
Haman have been ultimately more benefi-
cial for the Jewish People than Mordechai?  

GUEST DVAR TORAH
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How could that be? How could one even 
begin to defend the point that Haman 
haRasha’s advent was as great a boon to 
the Jewish People as the rise of Mordechai?

One possible clue is cited in Megila 14a.  
Greater was the transfer of the king’s ring 
to Haman than all the exhortations of 48 
prophets and 7 prophetesses. So, as it turns 
out, Haman’s impact on the Jewish people 
was far from negative.  In fact, our rabbis 
teach that for all the bold and magnificent 
prophets that exhorted the Jewish People to 
repent and return to the ways of the Torah, 
no one was more effective than Haman, 
by his decree of extermination. He caused 
the Jews to unite, pray, and reconnect with 
Torah in such a powerful way, considered 
equal to – if not greater than – the giving of 
the Torah on Mt. Sinai (kiy’mu ma shekiblu 
k’var [Shabbat 88a]). It was even Haman’s 
vast wealth transferred to Mordechai and 
ultimately financed the rebuilding of the 
Beis HaMikdash (Yalchut Shimoni Esther). 

Mordechai, on the other hand, was criti-
cized by Chazal on more than one occasion. 
By parading in front of the palace, loudly 
mourning and tearing his clothing, he 
endangered his own life.   His refusal to 
bow down to Haman to begin with actually 
caused the Jewish People grave danger and 
the threat of annihilation (Midrash Esther 
3:2, Michtav MeEliyahu in the name of the 
Maharal).  In addition, Mordechai sent 
Esther to defile herself with Acheshveros. 
This particular type of immoral action, 
based on the principle of aveira lishma 
(the permissibility of doing carnal sin for a 
good purpose), is a very problematic hala-
chic issue (Responsa Beit Yaakov, Siman 39; 
Noda b’Yehuda, Tinyana Avnei Nezer, Siman 

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815
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161). Ultimately, Mordechai was rejected 
by a large group of Sanhedrin members, 
due to his other decisions to focus on his 
role as the new vizier of Acheshveros, as 
opposed to his role as Rosh Sanhedrin 
(Megila 16b).  

It is an example of Hashem 
using evil to accomplish good

The Lubavitcher Rebbe z”l pointed out in 
his Sichos on Purim that the Agudah, cited 
by the Darkei Moshe Tur Orech Chaim 695 
that “Arur Haman” and “Baruch Morde-
chai” have the same Gematria, and that we 
must become intoxicated enough on Purim 
to the extent that we cannot calculate the 
Gematria values of these two phrases.  The 
Lubavitcher Rebbe z”l explains the deeper 
meaning of the Agudah’s comment. “Arur 
Haman vs. Baruch Mordechai” represents 
the difficulty of how to know what’s truly 
good and what is not, and that Torah 
rejects the idea that evil is an opposite 
force to good. Haman’s very existence 
was merely a way Hashem used to ensure 
that the connection between Hashem and 
the Jewish People would be fully realized. 
Therefore, Haman and Mordechai serve 

the same purpose.  One was simple and 
direct, the other difficult and painful.  The 
spirit of Purim requires us to acknowledge 
they are both part of the ultimate good and 
favorable destiny that HaMelech wishes 
for His Chosen Nation (Likutei Sichos, Vol. 
VII, p. 20).  

A similar approach can be found in the 
Satmar Rebbe z”l’s teachings: “Therefore, 
through the intoxicated blurring of the two 
phrases, we cannot distinguish between 
“Arur Haman” and “Baruch Mordechai” 
because, in truth, they are indistinguish-
able.  It is an example of Hashem using 
evil to accomplish good.” (Sefer Yemei 
Purim, pp. 108-109; 164-165).

Based on these teachings, “Arur Haman 
vs. Baruch Mordechai” truly is a worth-
while debate; one which would certainly 
require us to be coherent enough to cite 
Torah Sources to win our point, either 
way.   It is understandable that if one took 
just a couple of drinks, we would no longer 
be able to clearly distinguish between the 
evil of Haman and his ultimate good. 

On Purim, Haman assumes the role of 
our collective “teacher” (like his future 
descendant Shmuel bar Shilat). The Jewish 
People unmasked the evil and realized that 
Haman was G-d’s messenger, driving them 
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decades of pulpit rabbinic experience in the USA and now Israel (Congregation Ohav Sholom Upper West Side 
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in Israel.  He has served as the Rav of the growing Kanfey Shemesh Minyan in Ramat Beit Shemesh since 2020. 

Rabbi Schwartz is the Founder of Mosdot Kanfey Shemesh, a recognized Amuta in Israel and the 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

בס"ד

Moshe Keinan

Land Inheritance Company Ltd.
חברת ירושת הארץ בע"מ

mk0522867038@gmail.com
carcaot.com03-5774277/052-2867038

An Israeli company for the purchase 
of private lands in the Tabu

"Because Am Israel have no other land"
Starting at $ 20,000 per dunam

to unite, pray, and connect to Hashem on 
a much deeper level than they had ever 
experienced before. 

Hopefully, this message will help us in 
our turbulent moments, especially at this 
dangerous time of war in Ukraine, that we 
can see the revealed good of these times 
in the near future, with the advent of 
Moshiach.

In the meantime, l’chaim! 
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helped in a time of hardship it is from 
Hashem. That is why we must read the por-
tion of remembrance right before Purim, 
and why we must stress the importance of 
this reading and what it stands for.

May we continue to be helped through all 
hard times in life whether on a national or 
a personal level and when the help arrives, 
]we should acknowledge where it comes 
from.

Abby Cohen
9th Grade, Raanana

Parashat Vayikra-  
Sacrifices 

This week’s parsha speaks a lot about 
sacrifices. Specifically, which sacrifices 
to make, and when to make them. While 
we were wandering around in the des-
ert, and later on during the times of the 
Temple, the way we showed our appreci-
ation and gratitude to Hashem was a bit 
different than it is today. We used to offer 
sacrifices for everything. Sacrifices three 
times a day, sacrifices when we wanted 
something, sacrifices when we had sinned 
and more. The actual word in Hebrew for 
sacrifices, is korban, which comes from the 
word karov (close). We used sacrifices to 
bring ourselves closer to Hashem. When 
we stopped offering sacrifices and started 
praying instead, we replaced the way we 
made sacrifices with prayers. We now pray 

Lior Cohen
Raanana Chapter 
Director

Remember Where 
It Comes From

Parshat Zachor is one of the four Par-
shiyot which are read from the time of 
Adar (or Adar Bet) to Nissan. While all 
Torah portions are meaningful and the 
gabai will usually request the silence and 
respect of the congregants during Torah 
reading, Zachor seems to be on a different 
level. When the reading of Zachor starts, 
most shuls fall silent even the shul gos-
siper. Another fact not found by any other 
reading is that we read one pasuk twice, 
as there is a dispute on how to read one of 
the words. 

While these are interesting points, we 
must think of why this reading requires so 
much extra attention? 

Zachor means “remember” and it speaks 
of how the nation of Amalek attacked us 
while we were traveling in the desert. We 
read this right before Purim which is the 
holiday when we remember the story of 
the Jews who were being threatened by 
Haman, a descendant of Amalek. Just like 
in the story of Amalek, while it was a time 
of peril, the Jewish Nation was ultimately 
saved by God. While it is clear to see the 
connection between these two stories, we 
must remember that any time we are 
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three times a day, when we need guidance, 
and when we want to give thanks. These 
are essentially the same things we made 
sacrifices for. My question is, what are we 
left with today if we have no temple and no 
korbanot? I would say we are still left with 
everything we need to connect to Hashem. 
Just because we don’t make sacrifices any-
more and we don’t have a temple, doesn’t 
mean that we aren’t connected to G-d. As 
a perfect example, Purim is coming soon. 
Purim occurred when we had no temple 
or korbanot, but we were still saved by our 
prayers and our Tshuvah. We fasted. We 
prayed. We repented. We connected to G-d, 
and through that connection we came out 
stronger. This shows us that even without 
a temple or korbanot, we can still have a 
direct connection to Hashem through our 
actions and prayers. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

URGENT TZEDAKAH APPEAL
To Donate - KUPAT HA’IR CHARITY  

Tax Deductible Donation
24 hour Phone line to donate for FUND 6336 

Shoshana Shapiro For very ill widow with  
no children or relatives or family 

24 HOUR PHONE LINE TO DONATE 
English 036716994 

Outside Israel 972 036716994
Hebrew 1800394747  

America toll free 18885872842
England 0800394747
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