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The theme of the parsha
is sacrifices. Different offerings will be
required in a variety of circumstances later
in the book of Vayikra. This parsha outlines
the rules of those offerings, so that when
they come up later, their procedure will be
familiar.

The parsha outlines the procedures for:
Olah, a fully burned offering, Shlamim, an
offering consumed by the cohanim and by
the owner, and a Chatat, a sin offering. In
the course of those, the mincha, the flour
offering is also described.

R 1%t aliya (Vayikra 1:1-13) And

{\‘} He called to Moshe, and G-d

: spoke to him. When a person
brings an Olah, it may be brought from
cattle or sheep. If from cattle, the proce-
dure is: the owner places his hands on
the animal, it is slaughtered before G-d,
the blood is sprinkled about the altar, the
fats are burned and the entire offering is
burned. If either sheep or goat, the same
is done: slaughter the same place, sprin-
kle blood, offer fats, and completely
burned.

The first words of the parsha baffle the
commentaries. No English teacher would
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allow a student to start a book “And He
called to Moshe.” Who is the He? Nothing
has happened in the book yet that we can
refer the He to. Why begin with “And”?
The Torah is referring back to the previ-
ous story. And continuing it. At the end of
Shemot the Mishkan was completed. The
thick cloud descended, indicating G-d’s
presence. Moshe could not enter the area
of the Mishkan due to the cloud. G-d now
beckons Moshe to enter, to teach the laws
of offerings.

This interaction frames the book of Vay-
ikra. In Shemot, G-d descended to us. He
commanded the Mishkan, as a place to
meet with us. He descended and filled the
place. And now? Our turn. He approached
us. Now we approach Him. In Shemot the
Jewish people were passive, drawn to Him.
Ordered to make a meeting place for G-d to
meet us. Now, in Vayikra, the Jewish peo-
ple are the active ones. So the book begins
as a continuation of the last, only now that
He has approached us, we approach Him.
And that is the meaning of sacrifices; man
approaching G-d.

'}§ 2nd aliya (1:14-2:5) If the Olah is

K\" from birds, the procedure is

similar: blood sprinkled,
organs burned, and completely burned. If
a nefesh shall bring a flour offering, the
procedure is: the flour is mixed with oil and
frankincense. The kohen takes a finger full,
burns it on the altar. The remainder is
eaten by the kohanim. The flour offering
may also be baked or fried as a thin matza
with oil.

The Olah offering is a sliding scale. Cat-
tle, sheep, goat, birds, flour. While the heart
may stir one to approach G-d, the pocket



may demur. Rashi points out that when
describing the one who is bringing a flour
offering, the least expensive one, the Torah
uses the word nefesh, as if to say it is the
soul, the motivation that lies at the root of
an offering. For some, the flour offering is
as big a sacrifice as the bull to another.
’}‘ 3rd aliya (2:6-16) Or one may

A .
% . bring a fried soft flour offering.
KOp > :

In each of these, the cohen
brings the mincha offering to the altar,
offering a fingers full. The remainder is
eaten by the cohanim, treated as holy of
holies. No offering of this sort may be cha-
metz or with honey. Only the first fruits
offering contain chametz and honey. The
Omer offering is from new barley of
parched ground kernels with oil and
frankincense.

How can we find meaning in sacrifices?
Let me offer the following; and if you find
me guilty of projecting modern thought
on the distant past, I will stand guilty as
charged.

In life, we experience a plethora of
feelings and emotions. Success brings sat-
isfaction; failure, disappointment. At times,
we feel desperate, beaten down by chal-
lenges and uncertainty. Threats of war or
of illness make us feel frantic. Sin amplifies
our vulnerability, bringing a deep sense of
worthlessness. At other times we feel exu-
berant, blessed, fortunate. That the sun has
shone upon us. Gratitude, appreciation;
hearts full.

The precarious nature of life in the
ancient world amplified all these feel-
ings — of both the anxiety of life and its
unexpected and the joys of the bounty of
success. And while our world has changed
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dramatically in how we live, the inner life
of man remains much the same. We may be
anxious over different things, but anxious
we are. And joyful appreciation leaps the
generations.

An Olah is an offering that is completely
burned. It expresses a complete submission
to G-d. It is brought in a variety of contexts:
communal offerings, individual obligatory
offerings, voluntary. But whatever the con-
text, it conveys resignation or submission.
This is indeed a core attitude we have in
our relationship with G-d. It can be paired
with joy, with guilt, with appreciation — but
at our root, resignation and submission lies
at the root of our religious experience. So
when an Olah offering is brought it can be
an expression of profound appreciation,
but conveying that appreciation with res-
ignation: that it is not my hands that have
wrought my success, but that I as a Jew
am charged with living hand in hand with
G-d. My success demands an expression
to G-d, as does my desperation. I give my
life wholly to Him - both my success and
my despair. This complete resignation is
expressed in the olah — an offering com-
pletely burned. As if to say, I am in Your
hands.

"/‘ 4™ aliya (3:1-17) The Shlamim
'/k\o‘ offering may be brought from

: cattle. Its procedure is: the
owner places his hands on the head, the
kohanim take the blood after slaughter and
sprinkle on the altar, the fats are burned. If
it is brought from sheep, the same proce-
dure is followed. Or if brought from goats.
An eternal law is that no blood or fats may
be eaten.

The Shlamim is eaten in Yerushalayim,




not totally burned as is the Olah. As such,
it expresses a partnership between man
and G-d. Ithas a mood of celebration. Per-
haps the joy that at a certain level, while
submissive to G-d we also partner with
Him. It is that complexity of human expe-
rience, combining both submission and
partnership.

’}Q 5t aliya (4:1-26) When a nefesh

’/k\“ sins: if the kohen sins in his
: official capacity, he brings a Sin
offering of a bull. Its procedure is: the
kohen places his hands on the head, the
kohen sprinkles the blood toward the cur-
tain of the Holy of Holies and on the incense
altar. The fats are burned. The bull is
burned outside of the holy area, where
other ashes are deposited. If the entire
people err in committing a sin, a bull is
brought as a sin offering. Its procedure fol-
lows that of the Cohen: the elders rest their
hands on the head of the animal, the
kohanim sprinkle the blood in front of the
Holy of Holies and on the incense altar. Its
fats are burned and the bull is burned out-
side of the holy area as was the kohen’s sin
offering. When the Ruler inadvertently
commits a sin, he brings a goat. He places
his hands on its head, the kohanim place
the blood on the altar corners and its fats
are burned.

This aliya describes 3 sin offerings
brought by leaders: the Kohen, the San-
hedrin when it makes a ruling that all the
people follow and that they realize was
in error, and the King. True leaders must
recognize their roles; they serve the people
and they serve G-d. Papal infallibility is not
a Jewish notion; here we assume that the
Kohen (the religious leader), the Sanhedrin,
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(the judiciary) and the King, the political
leader will all sin. And admit their sins.

’}‘ th al.iya (4:27-5:10) If a p.erson

K" sins inadvertently, he brings a

; goat as a sin offering. He places
his hands on the head, the blood is placed
on the corners of the altar, the fats are
burned. He may bring a sheep; the proce-
dure is similar. An Asham sin offering is
brought for: withholding testimony result-
ing in an oath taken unnecessarily,
unknowingly violating the laws after
becoming impure, taking an oath unneces-
sarily. A confession is made. The offering
may be brought from sheep or goats. If the
owner cannot afford these, then he may
bring 2 birds, one an olah and one a sin
offering.

The sin offerings are brought for inad-
vertent sins. Sin stains the relationship
between man and G-d. But not all sins are
granted the privilege of an offering to grant
atonement. Sinning with gusto demands
remorse and a change of attitude; sacrifice
does not suffice.

% 7% aliya (5:11-25) And if he can-
5

k\ ‘ not afford these, then he may

A SHORT VORT

bring a flour offering, though without oil or
frankincense, as this is a sin offering, an
Asham. A finger’s full is brought on the
altar; the kohanim consume the rest. If a
person uses sanctified property, he needs
to bring a ram to atone as an Asham. And
to compensate the holy fund with a 1/5
additional penalty. If a person is unsure of
a sin, he needs to bring a ram to atone as
an Asham. If a person denies a financial
obligation and swears falsely, he must
make restitution with an additional 1/5 and
to bring a ram to atone.

These offerings are required to be
brought to the Mishkan and later, to the
Temple in Jerusalem. The experience of
the grandeur of those places would gen-
erate humility. Healthy humility, knowing
our place as both majestic beings and meek
in His presence is generated by the experi-
ence of sacrifice in the holy place.

MAFTIR PARSHAT ZACHOR
(DEVARIM 25:17-19)

Remember what Amalek did to you when
you were tired and there were stragglers

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES

Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

The great Rabbi and Posek of Lithuania, Rabbi Yechiel Ha-Levi Epstein (1829-1908) in his monumen-
tal work in summarizing the Shulchan Aruch, gives two reasons for the custom of Mishloach Manot

on Purim.

First, in the Megillah we are told (9:16) that the victory of the Jews over Haman was partly due to
“the remaining Jews who were in the king’s provinces, rallying together and standing up for them-
selves. It was this solidarity of the Jews that was instrumental in the defeat of Haman. We therefore
send gifts to one another to remind us that we are still a people united by a common bond.

Secondly, on an ethical level, we send gifts to one another to show that no one person can live
completely by himself. Neither can any one person achieve all his goals on his own. No matter how
self-sufficient we may be, we nevertheless depend upon others in our society.

Purim Sameach
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during your exodus from Egypt. When you
are settled in the land, wipe out the mem-
ory of Amalek.

The mitzvah of remembering Amalek is
the most prominent geo-political mitzvah
of the Torah. We have political mitzvot,
like appointing a king, as well as conduct-
ing war to conquer the Land of Israel. But
those are internal political mitzvot — they
are what we as a nation need to do to settle
and rule ourselves. Remembering Amalek
is geo-political, expressing an attitude to
another nation. And its message is particu-
larly resonant this year. There are nations
that are evil. They must be challenged.
While we respect all people, we do not
respect all actions. And while the mitzvah
is to remember Amalek, the second verse
demands not just attitude but action as
well, to eliminate the evil.

HAFTORAH
PARSHAT ZACHOR
1 SHMUEL 15:2-34

This week’s special haftorah highlights
the theme of the Almighty’s command to
destroy the people of Amalek. This echoes
the subject matter found in the Torah read-
ing of Amalek’s unprovoked attack on the
Israelites as the Israelites traveled in the
wilderness and our eternal responsibility
to avenge this horrendous crime.

Shmuel addresses King Shaul and com-
mands him to wage battle against the
Amalekites, and leave no survivors - nei-
ther humans or beasts. The army of Bnei
Yisrael kills the entire population with the
exception of the king, Agag, and they also
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spare the best of the cattle and sheep.

God then conveys the following message
to Shmuel: “Iregret that I have made Shaul
king.” God says, “For he has turned his back
from following Me, and has not fulfilled My
words.”

Shaul admits that he had transgressed
and then invites the prophet to join him in
his return home. Shmuel refuses his offer.
“The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel
from you, today; and has given it to your fel-
low who is better than you.” Shmuel then
kills the Amalekite king. m
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24th of 54 sedras; 1st of 10 in Vayikra

Written on 215 lines in a Torah, rank: 19

21 Parshiot; 13 open, 8 closed

111 p’sukim - rank: 26 (2nd in Vayikra)

Same number of p’sukim as Eikev

1673 words - rank: 20 (1st in Vayikra)

6222 letters - rank: 20 (1st in Vayikra)

The sedra is of average length, but its p’sukim are
longer than average for the Torah.

e
’k\’ MITZVOT

16 mitzvot; 11 positive, 5 prohibitions

The book of Vayikra has the largest number of mitzvot
among the five Chumashim - 247, 40% of Taryag. On
the other hand, Vayikra is the shortest Book by far - in
number of columns and lines in a Sefer Torah, number
of p’sukim, words, and letters. This makes the mitzvah
stats even more impressive.
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