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Unmasking 
Haman

A few thoughts about Haman. Haman 
is known as the chief antagonist of the 
Purim story; the bitter and mortal enemy 
of Esther, Mordechai, and the Jewish Peo-
ple – or so it seems… but, an analysis of the 
Rabbinic sources regarding Haman, for 
all his evil, enigmatically casts his role in 
a somewhat favorable light.  This requires 
us to take a deeper, more profound 
look at what the char-
acter of Haman truly 
represents.

For example, we are 
taught that Haman’s 
descendant Shmuel 
bar Shilat was one of the 
greatest and most success-
ful Jewish educators of all 
time  (Sanhedrin 96b, Baba Batra 8b).   
A convert who emanated from the fam-
ily of Haman, he was so devoted to teaching 
Torah to his young students that he was 
exempted from residential taxes. This is 
because he literally lived in the yeshiva 
where he taught Torah; to use every min-
ute of his time to transmit Torah. Such was 
his closeness and dedication to teaching 

Torah to the Jewish People. If Haman was 
the embodiment of evil itself, how in the 
world did he merit having such an illustri-
ous descendant?

Furthermore, the Talmud teaches us 
the halacha that a person is required to 
drink fragrant wine until he doesn’t know 
the difference between “Cursed is Haman,” 
and “Blessed is Mordechai” (Megila 7b).  If 
Haman is so identifiably wicked in the eyes 
of Chazal as he seems, then it would require 
gallons of wine for any person to err on the 
question. Would a drink or two be enough 
to confuse us as to who is the profane vil-

lain and who is the blessed Tzaddik? It is 
unfathomable that our rabbis 

would require us to drink 
to the level that would be 
required for this mistake – 
i.e. that of the drunkenness 

of Lot, who was completely 
without cognition at all! How 

would we be able to daven, hear 
Megila, and fulfill other mitzvahs of 

the day if we were rendered into a com-
pletely drunken stupor? (See Shulchan 
Aruch, Laws of the Purim Seudah, Siman 
695:2 and Mishnah Brurah 4 and 5).

Is it possible that the rabbis actually 
view this question worthy of debate? Could 
Haman have been ultimately more benefi-
cial for the Jewish People than Mordechai?  

GUEST DVAR TORAH



OU ISRAEL CENTER         75

How could that be? How could one even 
begin to defend the point that Haman 
haRasha’s advent was as great a boon to 
the Jewish People as the rise of Mordechai?

One possible clue is cited in Megila 14a.  
Greater was the transfer of the king’s ring 
to Haman than all the exhortations of 48 
prophets and 7 prophetesses. So, as it turns 
out, Haman’s impact on the Jewish people 
was far from negative.  In fact, our rabbis 
teach that for all the bold and magnificent 
prophets that exhorted the Jewish People to 
repent and return to the ways of the Torah, 
no one was more effective than Haman, 
by his decree of extermination. He caused 
the Jews to unite, pray, and reconnect with 
Torah in such a powerful way, considered 
equal to – if not greater than – the giving of 
the Torah on Mt. Sinai (kiy’mu ma shekiblu 
k’var [Shabbat 88a]). It was even Haman’s 
vast wealth transferred to Mordechai and 
ultimately financed the rebuilding of the 
Beis HaMikdash (Yalchut Shimoni Esther). 

Mordechai, on the other hand, was criti-
cized by Chazal on more than one occasion. 
By parading in front of the palace, loudly 
mourning and tearing his clothing, he 
endangered his own life.   His refusal to 
bow down to Haman to begin with actually 
caused the Jewish People grave danger and 
the threat of annihilation (Midrash Esther 
3:2, Michtav MeEliyahu in the name of the 
Maharal).  In addition, Mordechai sent 
Esther to defile herself with Acheshveros. 
This particular type of immoral action, 
based on the principle of aveira lishma 
(the permissibility of doing carnal sin for a 
good purpose), is a very problematic hala-
chic issue (Responsa Beit Yaakov, Siman 39; 
Noda b’Yehuda, Tinyana Avnei Nezer, Siman 
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161). Ultimately, Mordechai was rejected 
by a large group of Sanhedrin members, 
due to his other decisions to focus on his 
role as the new vizier of Acheshveros, as 
opposed to his role as Rosh Sanhedrin 
(Megila 16b).  

It is an example of Hashem 
using evil to accomplish good

The Lubavitcher Rebbe z”l pointed out in 
his Sichos on Purim that the Agudah, cited 
by the Darkei Moshe Tur Orech Chaim 695 
that “Arur Haman” and “Baruch Morde-
chai” have the same Gematria, and that we 
must become intoxicated enough on Purim 
to the extent that we cannot calculate the 
Gematria values of these two phrases.  The 
Lubavitcher Rebbe z”l explains the deeper 
meaning of the Agudah’s comment. “Arur 
Haman vs. Baruch Mordechai” represents 
the difficulty of how to know what’s truly 
good and what is not, and that Torah 
rejects the idea that evil is an opposite 
force to good. Haman’s very existence 
was merely a way Hashem used to ensure 
that the connection between Hashem and 
the Jewish People would be fully realized. 
Therefore, Haman and Mordechai serve 

the same purpose.  One was simple and 
direct, the other difficult and painful.  The 
spirit of Purim requires us to acknowledge 
they are both part of the ultimate good and 
favorable destiny that HaMelech wishes 
for His Chosen Nation (Likutei Sichos, Vol. 
VII, p. 20).  

A similar approach can be found in the 
Satmar Rebbe z”l’s teachings: “Therefore, 
through the intoxicated blurring of the two 
phrases, we cannot distinguish between 
“Arur Haman” and “Baruch Mordechai” 
because, in truth, they are indistinguish-
able.  It is an example of Hashem using 
evil to accomplish good.” (Sefer Yemei 
Purim, pp. 108-109; 164-165).

Based on these teachings, “Arur Haman 
vs. Baruch Mordechai” truly is a worth-
while debate; one which would certainly 
require us to be coherent enough to cite 
Torah Sources to win our point, either 
way.   It is understandable that if one took 
just a couple of drinks, we would no longer 
be able to clearly distinguish between the 
evil of Haman and his ultimate good. 

On Purim, Haman assumes the role of 
our collective “teacher” (like his future 
descendant Shmuel bar Shilat). The Jewish 
People unmasked the evil and realized that 
Haman was G-d’s messenger, driving them 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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to unite, pray, and connect to Hashem on 
a much deeper level than they had ever 
experienced before. 

Hopefully, this message will help us in 
our turbulent moments, especially at this 
dangerous time of war in Ukraine, that we 
can see the revealed good of these times 
in the near future, with the advent of 
Moshiach.

In the meantime, l’chaim! 


