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The Torah remains a time-
less guide for how we should 
act as members of Klal Yis-
rael. In this week’s Parsha, 
HaShem tells Moshe: 

֣ר  ל־ִאיׁש֙ ֲאשֶׁ רּוָמ֑ה ֵמֵא֤ת כָּ ָרֵא֔ל ְוִיְקחּו־ִל֖י תְּ ֵנ֣י ִישְׂ ר֙ ֶאל־בְּ בֵּ דַּ

י. ֽרּוָמתִֽ ְקחּ֖ו ֶאת־תְּ ֶבּ֣נּו ִלּב֔וֹ תִּ ִידְּ

For residents of Israel Terumah is a 
unique Mitzvah we are Zocheh to keep. 
But this past week, I was reminded how 
Terumah can also involve selflessly giving 
a part of ourselves to help another, even 
when we cannot see the impact of our 
efforts. 

Last Motzei Shabbat, I received unfor-
tunate news about the passing of Mrs. 
Yehudit Kempinski a”h, the mother of my 
good friend and Vaad member of OU Israel, 
Rabbi Moshe Kempinski. I attended the 
Levaya on Har HaMenuchot and listened 
as each child shared the meaningful life 
their mother led. They also shared their 
gratitude for the last stretch of time they 
had with Mrs. Kempinski in the hospital 10 
days before she passed away. 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

They explained that after their mother 
suffered a stroke, the family took care of 
her in her home for many years. They 
visited her, talked to her, connected as 
best as they could with her as she seemed 
unresponsive. But she was admitted to the 
hospital 10 days before she passed, and it 
was during her hospital stay that her family 
gained a tremendous amount of comfort. 
During each of their visits, their mother’s 
vital signs improved. With each kiss, hug 
and gentle touch of their hands, the mon-
itors in the room captured an increase of 
activity. Finally, the children were able to 
gain endless Chizuk knowing that their 
mother clearly felt the love of her family 
by her side even though she was unable to 
communicate it. 

I left the Levaya touched by the stories I 
heard. I also felt comforted, internalizing 
the idea that even if our loved ones are 
unable to communicate with us, our efforts 
to care for them is not only appreciated, but 
it may also give them the strength they need 
to continue on. Since then, I’ve become 
energized by this idea and to appreciate 
it, I’ll share a little bit about Grandmama 
Kuflik. 

This summer, B’ezrat HaShem, my 
wife and I will be celebrating 25 years of 
marriage. I was fortunate enough to join 
the Kuflik family. From the time my wife 
and I got engaged, I was welcomed into 
the family with open arms, and quickly 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

The OU Israel Family
sends its deepfelt condolences  

to the family of
Rabbi Moshe Gorelik z"l
former Rabbinic Field Representative, OU Kosher

on his passing
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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began learning the ins and outs of Ashke-
nazi-French customs. I also found myself 
completely embraced by my wife’s two 
grandmothers - Mommy and Grandmama. 
Despite the horrors they lived through 
during the holocaust, these incredible 
women embodied Simcha and devoted 
themselves to our family with endless 
energy. They involved themselves with our 
wedding preparations, hosted our Shevah 
Brachot, and since then, have continued to 
give whatever they could to our growing 
family. With their endless love, support 
and dedication to each of their grandchil-
dren, our family has continued to thrive. 
Mommy passed away in 2003, Grandmama 
Baruch HaShem still resides in Yerusha-
layim and lives with my in laws. 

At 97 years old, Grandmama is no 
longer able to communicate with those 
around her. It pains me deeply that my 
younger children do not have the oppor-
tunity to learn from her and connect with 
the incredible, loving and warm woman 
she is. My wife’s parents, together with the 
assistance of several incredibly dedicated 
woman from the neighborhood, are Moser 
Nefesh every day to attend to Grandma-
ma’s every need, and they continue to keep 
her environment active. But at times, it has 
been hard on my kids to continue to engage 
with Grandmama when she is seemingly 
unresponsive. I’ve tried to be Mechazek 
them, assuring my kids that Grandmama 
feels their love and is strengthened by it. 
After listening to the Hespedim for Mrs. 
Kempinsky, I shared the stories I had heard 
with my kids. Finally, I could help them see 
how their visits undoubtedly give Grand-
mama Chizuk and Simcha. 

We live in a world of instant gratification 
and it can be hard when we go out of our 
way to help someone in need who is unable 
to show their appreciation yet, HaShem 
asks that we give Terumah and that Teru-
mah can be manifested in many ways. Hug 
someone who needs encouragement. Pick 
up the phone and call someone who could 
use Chizuk. Donate to help someone in 
need. Reconnect with an old friend. Mend 
old hurts. Even if we do not get to see the 
impact of our efforts, the love each one of 
us is capable of providing for another is 
truly unique to our Kochot, and can pro-
vide the healing and warmth that so many 
people in this world live without. May we 
all merit to be those who continue to give 
selflessly to others. 

As we go to print, we are saddned by the 
news of the passing of Esther Pollard a"h and 
wish Yonaton nechama from shamayim. I 
will IY"h be dedicating my article to her 
next week

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat, 

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

The OU Israel family  
extends its deepfelt condolences to 

Jonathan Pollard  
on the passing of  his wife 

Esther a"h
Her devotion, commitment and passion 

will be a lesson to us all forever
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region
Terumah has one theme: 

the instructions to build the Mishkan.  
Moshe calls for contributions of materials.  
Instructions are given for the construction 
of: the Aron to house the tablets of the 10 
commandments, the Table upon which the 
breads would be placed, the Menorah, the 
coverings over the Mishkan, the building of 
the Mishkan, the altar for offerings of the 
courtyard of the Mishkan, and the court-
yard surrounding the Mishkan.

1st aliya (25:1-16) Moshe is 
instructed to tell the people to 
bring donations of materials: 

gold, silver, copper, woven material, ani-
mal skins, oil, incense, and jewels. And 
make Me a sanctuary and I will dwell 
amongst them. Make an Aron: wood over-
laid with gold, poles with which to carry.  
And place into the Aron, the tablets that I 

KI TEITZEI will give you.
The Torah describes the Mishkan as a 

place for G-d to dwell amongst the Jew-
ish people. How the Eternal, Infinite One 
dwells on earth is the stuff of philosophers.  
But it fits seamlessly in the flow of the nar-
rative of the Torah. In G-d’s reach for man, 
He moves closer and closer. He creates a 
world. Initiates contact with Adam and Eve, 
with Cain and with Noah. But their sins 
bring exile from Him: Adam and Eve sent 
away from the Garden, Cain to wander the 
world, tower of Babel scatters the people.  
When He initiates contact with Avraham, 
it is to pull him close, promising the Land.  
Then He intervenes in nature to redeem 
the people from Egypt, splitting the Sea: He 
has gone well beyond merely speaking to 
man, rather now putting His arm around 
the entire Jewish people. Then, He pulls the 
veil away in speaking with the entire peo-
ple at Sinai. A place to dwell consistently, 
not just sporadically on earth is the natural 
next step. It matches the relationship of a 
man and woman: initiate a conversation, 
make a promise and commitment, help and 
assist each other, close and intimate contact 
like Sinai and then a home.

2nd aliya (25:17-30) Cover the 
Aron with a gold cover, from 
which 2 angels, facing each 

other, with outstretched wings emerge. I 
will meet and speak with you there, from 
between the angels that are on the Aron.  
Make a table of wood overlaid with gold, 
with poles with which to carry. The Lechem 
Hapanim shall be placed there 
permanently.

The immanence of G-d that is inherent 
in the Mishkan is tempered with excessive 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

TERUMAH

In memory of  our beloved  
Husband, Father, Grandfather

and Great-Grandfather 
Hazzan Benjamin Stein z"l

בנימין בן יעקב ופייגה ז"ל
on his 7th Yahrzeit - 'ד' אדר א
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coverings. The tablets of the 10 Command-
ments are to be sealed in the Aron, covered 
and hidden in the Holy of Holies. Never to 
be seen. The luchot are the symbol of G-d’s 
communication with us. I would have 
taken them, propped them up high on a 
pedestal, displaying them in the most pub-
lic of places. Yet, the opposite of a public 
display is done. Place them in the Aron, 
covered, placed within the Holy of Holies, 
which itself is hidden by a curtain, and 
where no one but 1 Kohen Gadol, 1 time a 
year may enter. Only 1 person per year will 
ever see the Aron, though certainly not the 
luchot that are in it.

The immanence of G-d in the Mishkan is 
countered with the mystery of transcen-
dence, the inability of man to grasp any 
understanding of Him: symbolized by cov-
ering the very thing that represents His 
intimacy, the tablets of the 10 Command-
ments. He is close, yet concealed. Dwelling 
in your midst, yet unattainable. Present, yet 
imperceptible.

3rd aliya (25:31-26:14) Fashion a 
Menorah from solid gold, deco-
rated with cups, knobs and 

blossoms with 7 lights. Make it in the form 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il
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Dedicated to the memory of
יצחק מאיר בן גרשון ומרים ז"ל
Meir Mishkoff z"l

נפטר א' אדר – 5 שנים
and

George Mishkoff z"l
גרשון בן יצחק מאיר ופייגא הענדל ז"ל

נפטר ח' אדר א' – 44 שנים
Upon their yahrzeits

The Mishkoff, Kischel, Cohn and Renick families
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you saw at Sinai. Fashion curtains woven 
of tchelet, purple and red with cherubim.  
These long curtains are to overlay the 
entire mishkan as both a roof and covering 
of the sides of the building. They are to be 
made in sections and then joined. On top of 
these, fashion curtains of goat hair. And on 
top of that a cover of red ram and tachash 
skins. 

The Mishkan consists of a building that is 
covered with 3 coverings. Inside the build-
ing, in the inner most room of the Holy of 
Holies is the Aron, hidden by a curtain. 
Outside this curtain are the Table with 
the breads, the Menorah and an altar for 
incense. (Some of this will be described in 
the ensuing aliyot). This is all covered on 
top by 3 curtains. These curtains form the 
roof of the building. The 1st set of curtains is 
made of woven colored wool with a woven 
design of angels. These multiple curtains 
are draped all the way from the ground on 
one side of the building, up over the top and 
down on the other side, reaching almost all 
the way to the ground. The 2nd set of draped 
curtains is made of goat hair. These were 
placed on top of the first, completely cov-
ering them, reaching closer to the ground.  
The beautifully woven 1st set of curtains was 
not seen at all to those on the outside of the 
Mishkan. They would only be seen by the 
Kohanim who entered the Mishkan.  The 3rd 
set of leather or fur curtains lay on top of the 
black goat hair curtains.

These curtains reinforce the privacy, the 
sequestered nature of the Mishkan.  

4th aliya (26:15-37) Make panels 
of wood overlaid with gold.  
These will sit in silver sockets.  

The series of gold overlaid panels will be 30 

Keep your 
money in 
good health.

Invest in medical real 
estate in the USA 
and earn regular, 
offshore income 
with capital growth.

Find out how | CONTACT US

 +972  050 914 6138
www.orbvest.co.il

We make it simple.

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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Marci Rapp
050-424-8359

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR 
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.

JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

davidz@AshkelonProperties.com

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 0 5 4 4 - 3 3 2 6 2 1  

“It sounded too good“It sounded too good

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”
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to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

Owning your own apartment does not just allow
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down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.
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amot, in total, along the sides. One end will 
have 10 amot of these panels. 

The Kohanim were permitted to enter this 
Mishkan. They would see gold walls and 
peering up would see the colored woven 
curtain with the angel design. 

5th aliya (27:1-8)  Make a paro-
chet, a curtain of woven colored 
wool with the design of an 

angel. This will divide the Holy of Holies 
from the outer area. The Aron will be in the 
Holy of Holies. The Table and Menorah will 
be outside of this curtain. The entrance at 
the opposite end of this building from the 
Holy of Holies shall have a woven curtain 
as its wall.

The Aron was not visible to the Kohanim; 
it is hidden behind a colored woven curtain 
with the angel design. They would see the 
Menorah and Table with breads as well as 
an incense altar (not yet described).

One could view this as a minimalist home: 
light, food, table. And the inner private 
place where He dwells.  

This parochet, or curtain, is made of 
colored wool, woven with a pattern of Cher-
ubim or angels. This same design, of wool 
woven with cherubim or angels, is used for 
the curtain hanging at the entrance to the 
Mishkan. And this same material with the 
cherubim design is used for the curtains 
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
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or drapings that cover the entire Mishkan, 
visible from the inside. What did these 
cherubim in the design look like?

The cover over the entire Mishkan and 
the Parochet in front of the Holy of Holies 
had a different design on the 2 sides of the 
curtain. On one side was a winged angel 
that looked like an eagle. The other was a 
winged angel that looked like a lion. The 
curtain that hung at the entrance to the 
Mishkan had only a lion angel design on 
both sides.

6th aliya (27:9-19) Make an altar 
of 5 square amot with horns at 
its corners, overlaid with cop-

per. All the utensils, the pots, shovels, pans, 
and forks shall be of copper. Poles of wood 
overlaid with copper are placed in rings to 
carry the altar.

An ama, or cubit, is the length from the 
elbow to your finger tips. Which would be 
about a foot and a half, or a half meter. 5 
amot would be 7 ½ feet by 7 ½ feet. This 
altar is quite a bit larger than any of the 
other objects in the Mishkan.  

This altar is placed outside of the Mishkan 
building that held the Menorah, the table, 
the incense altar and the Holy of Holies 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“Speak to the children of Israel, that they take for Me an offering…you shall take My offering” (25:2)
ויקחו לי תרומה

Many ask the simple question, why the language of “take” for Me an offering, is used and not “Give” to 
Me an offering?

One answer given by Rav Yoel Barnatshik from Riga, (perished in the Holocaust) …is to hint to us that any-
one who gives a contribution or tzedakah should feel, while he is giving, like a person receiving something 
that he took, that he is the one who is really gaining.

Secondly, the language of “taking” is used to raise an object to a higher level of sanctification. For example, 
by a lulav, the Torah tells us…”you shall TAKE for yourselves” 

ולקחתם לכם
Proving that similarly,  anyone who contributes or gives a donation is not just giving but he is raising himself 

to a higher level of holiness.  Shabbat Shalom

with the aron. The altar is in the large court-
yard described in the next aliya.  While the 
Mishkan building was covered entirely, this 
altar and courtyard area is open to the sky.

7th aliya (27:9-19) Make curtains 
of fine white linen for the Court-
yard surrounding the Mishkan. 

The curtains shall hang from poles. The 
Courtyard shall be 100 amot long by 50 
amot wide. The curtain at the entrance of 
the courtyard shall be of colorful woven 
wool.

The structure, the static structure of the 
Mishkan is complete. There is rich symbol-
ism in the Aron, the Table, the Menorah, 
the Altar, none of which we discussed. Our 
emphasis was on the tension inherent in 
an earthly place of contact between man 
and G-d. And that this tension is conveyed 
through the coverings, a symbolic way to 
convey a message of the sublime, myste-
rious, hidden, ineffable experience of the 
Divine contact with the earthly. 

HAFTORAH  
1 MELACHIM 5:26 - 6:13.

This week’s haftorah describes the 
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3 mitzvot; 2 positive, 1 prohibition 
One of the mitzvot asei in the sedra is a super-mitzvah, 
in that it includes the many commands to make all the 
furnishings of the Mikdash. Further, the fulfillment of 
this mitzvah facilitates many others

MITZVOT

STATS

19th of 54 sedras; 7th of 11 in Sh’mot
Written on 154.8 lines in a Torah (43rd) 
9 Parshiyot; 4 open, 5 closed 
96 p’sukim - ranks 38 (9th in Sh’mot) 
1145 words - ranks 45 (10th in Sh’mot) 
4692 letters - ranks 41 (9th in Sh’mot) 
Terumah is a short sedra with very short p’sukim   

building of the Holy Temple under the 
leadership of King Solomon, echoing this 
week’s Torah portion which describes the 
construction of the Desert Mishkan.

The haftorah discusses the manpower 
that Shlomo recruited for the building of 
the Holy Temple. Also discussed are the 
transportation of the stone, the laying of 
the foundation, as well as the dimensions 
of the Holy Temple.

The haftorah concludes with G-d’s word 
to King Solomon: “This house which you 
are building, if you walk in My statutes, 
and execute My ordinances, and keep all 
My commandments to walk in them; then 
will I establish My word with you, which I 
spoke to David your father. And I will dwell 
among the children of Israel, and will not 
forsake My people, Israel.” 

OU Israel extends  
Mazal Tov wishes Mazal Tov wishes 

to Rabbi Shmuel & Barbara Goldin  
upon the birth of a granddaughter
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

The Missing 
Tzedakah Box

It was a cold winter, all over the world. It 
was the year 1991, and it was the time of the 
great Gulf War. Scud missiles were falling 
upon towns and cities throughout the State 
of Israel. To say that times were tense would 
indeed be an understatement.

The city of Baltimore had a sister city 
relationship with Odessa, in the former 
Soviet Union. The communist regime had 
just fallen, and travel to places like Odessa 
was becoming more practical. The Jew-
ish community of Baltimore had begun to 
send representatives to assist the Jews of 
Odessa in various ways. Every six months 
or so, they would assign a different rabbi 
to travel to Odessa to ascertain the needs of 
the Jewish community there. That winter, 
it was my turn as a local Baltimore congre-
gational rabbi to visit Odessa. It was a tense 

time for such a visit, and my family and 
friends urged me not to go.

However, I did go and had one of the 
most adventurous experiences in my life. 
My companion and I were stranded in the 
Moscow airport and could not continue on 
to Odessa, because the Russian Navy was on 
maneuvers in anticipation of the spreading 
of the Gulf War – and we were considered 
potential spies. We spent a frigid Shabbat 
in Moscow, eventually obtained the cre-
dentials to gain access to Odessa, and spent 
about ten days there.

I had a busy and rewarding time there, 
especially because of my visit to the one 
synagogue that was permitted to function 
throughout the communist era. I remember 
the synagogue well, and I recall the fact that 
the prayer services were held in a basement 
room and not in the still beautiful and quite 
large sanctuary, because the community 
could not afford to heat the larger facility.

About twenty men and three or four 
women gathered in that basement shul 
every morning. They had Torah scrolls and 
read from them. Many individuals came 
by for a moment or two to light memorial 
candles. There were even siddurim and chu-
mashim. But something was missing, and 
for a while I couldn’t quite put my finger 
on what it was.

Suddenly, it dawned upon me that there 
were no pushkas (tzedakah boxes) and no 
collection of tzedakah (charity) whatsoever. 

לעלוי נשמת
Rabbi Moshe Gorelik ז"ל

who converted each one of  us 
more than 35 years ago. 
His demands were high, 

the love for Torah and mitzvot 
that he instilled in us were even greater. 

Avi, Jeannie and Miriam
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Tzedakah is an integral part of the Jewish 
prayer service, and no synagogue that I 
am familiar with, whatever its orientation, 
lacks a tzedekah box in which to at least put 
in a few pennies.

It was at that moment that I began to 
fully comprehend the effects of seventy 
years of communist domination upon 
the religious psyche of the Jews who lived 
under Soviet regime and tyranny. The deep-
rooted custom of giving charity daily had 
been uprooted. The profound compassion, 
which has characterized the Jewish people 
throughout the ages, had been purged from 
the very souls of the victims of Communism.

I reflect on this important personal 
observation when this week’s Torah por-
tion, Parshat Terumah, comes around. For 
although we have examples of charity and 
benevolence earlier in the Torah, this week 
we read for the first time about the entire 
Jewish community and its response to a call, 
an appeal, for contributions.

In Terumah, the Jewish people begin 
to construct the Mishkan, the Sanctuary. 
In a sense, it is the first synagogue in our 
history. It is certainly the first time that 
we are summoned to contribute, each and 
every one of us, to a community-wide proj-
ect. The Jewish people do respond, and 
respond generously, with all their hearts, 
and with whatever they have available, to 
the call for contributions to the Sanctuary. 
There is no record of anyone shirking this 
responsibility.

Our Torah portion begins with the com-
mand of the Almighty to Moses that he 
speak to the Jewish people and “have them 
take for Me a gift from every person whose 
heart moves him to give.” (Exodus 25:2). 
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Commentaries throughout the ages find it 
remarkable that we are asked to take, not 
give, a gift, establishing the basic teaching 
that he who gives takes a great deal in the 
process, that giving is a reward and not a 
deprivation. That fundamental lesson was 
expunged from the minds and hearts of the 
Jews of Odessa under the duress of a mere 
seventy years of communist oppression.

I have been reading a great deal about 
the science of genetics and its fascinating 
recent discoveries. Among these discover-
ies is the finding that many traits that we 
ordinarily think are products of our educa-
tion and experience are ultimately rooted 
in heredity, in our genes. One of those traits 
is altruism, the tendency to care about oth-
ers and to act benevolently toward them.

This scientific finding is, in a sense, consis-
tent with the Talmudic teaching that three 
personality traits are part of the definition 
of the Jew, hardwired into our very nature: 
compassion, the capacity to feel shame, and 
generosity.

The Jews I met during those wintry days 

on the shores of the Black Sea have the same 
genetic composition as the alms-giving Jews 
I see every morning in New York, Baltimore, 
and Jerusalem. They share a common heri-
tage and heredity with all other Jews. They, 
too, possessed the gene for altruism, if in 
fact such a gene exists.

But I am convinced that the power of our 
social experiences is sufficient enough to 
overwhelm the innate power of our inher-
ited traits. The indoctrination of seventy 
years of a culture which taught that one has 
no private property, no ownership, no say 
over giving or taking, but that everything 
belongs to the commune, was sufficient to 
undermine centuries of teachings and prac-
tices of an entirely different ethic. For the 
Jewish ethic of charity teaches that we are 
entitled to private property that we come 
by through honest effort and legitimate toil. 
The Jewish ethic of charity teaches, how-
ever, that we are accountable to take some 
of that legitimately earned private property 
and give it on to those less fortunate than 
we are or to ward the needs of the larger 
collective, the tzibbur.

There are many ways to understand 
Jewish history, many perspectives from 
which to view our origins and our ability 
to have survived the vicissitudes we have 
encountered over hundreds of years. We 
can understand our history in terms of our 
persecutions, in terms of our heroic leaders, 
in terms of our migrations to every part of 
the globe.

But I maintain that the way to understand 
Jewish history is through the recognition of 
the power of the mitzvah of tzedakah, a mitz-
vah that we have all faithfully kept whether 
we observed other mitzvot or not. We have 

The OU Israel Family  
wishes a heartfelt

MAZAL TOV 
to Rabbi Aaron & Karen Goldscheider  

on the marriage of their son
Yonah to Roni

daughter of Amy z'l and Jeremy Kahan
שתזכו לבנות בית נאמן בישראל!
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had the amazing ability to recognize our 
obligation as individuals to the greater com-
munity. We have always demonstrated our 
compassion for the welfare of the poor, of 
the sick, of the elderly. Jewish history can be 
understood in terms of our successes in the 
area of charity.

The old synagogue of Odessa, as I am 
told by those who have visited there more 
recently, now has a tzedakah box. Indeed, it 
has more than one. The Jews there are more 
than generous in their giving. The lessons of 
Communism have been undone. The Jewish 
tradition of “taking gifts” has been restored.

That is the way I choose to understand 
the major theme of Jewish history; com-
passion for each other, generosity, charity, 
and altruism. Sometimes, for brief periods, 
we may lose our focus. But we are quick to 
regain it. 

For Sale / Rent
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The Labour 
of Gratitude

There is an important principle in Juda-
ism, a source of hope and also one of the 
structuring principles of the Torah. It is the 
principle that God creates the cure before 
the disease (Megillah 13b). Bad things may 
happen but God has already given us the 
remedy if we know where to look for it.

So for instance in Chukat we read of the 
deaths of Miriam and Aaron and how Moses 
was told that he would die in the desert 
without entering the Promised Land. This 
is a terrifying encounter with mortality. Yet 
before any of this, we first hear the law of 
the red heifer, the rite of purification after 
contact with death. The Torah has placed 
it here to assure us in advance that we can 
be purified after any bereavement. Human 
mortality does not ultimately bar us from 
being in the presence of Divine immortality.

This is the key to understanding Teru-
mah. Though not all commentators agree, 
its real significance is that it is God’s answer 
in advance to the sin of the Golden Calf. 
In strict chronological terms it is out of 
place here. It (and Tetzaveh) should have 
appeared after Ki Tissa, which tells the story 
of the Calf. It is set here before the sin to tell 
us that the cure existed before the disease, 
the tikkun before the kilkul, the mending 
before the fracture, the rectification before 
the sin.

So to understand Terumah and the 
phenomenon of the Mishkan, the Sanctu-
ary and all that it entailed, we have first to 
understand what went wrong at the time 
of the Golden Calf. Here the Torah is very 
subtle and gives us, in Ki Tissa, a narrative 
that can be understood at three quite dif-
ferent levels.

The first and most obvious is that the 
sin of the Golden Calf was due to a failure 
of leadership on the part of Aaron. This is 
the overwhelming impression we receive 
on first reading Exodus 32. We sense that 
Aaron should have resisted the people’s 
clamour. He should have told them to be 
patient. He should have shown leadership. 
He did not. When Moses comes down the 
mountain and asks him what he has done, 
Aaron replies:

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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“Do not be angry, my lord. You know how 
prone these people are to evil. They said to 
me, ‘Make an oracle to lead us, since we do 
not know what happened to Moses, the man 
who took us out of Egypt.’ So I told them, 
‘Whoever has any gold jewellery, take it off.’ 
Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it 
into the fire, and out came this Calf!” (Ex. 
32:22-24).

This is a failure of responsibility. It is 
also a spectacular act of denial (“I threw it 
into the fire, and out came this Calf!”).1 So 
the first reading of the story is of Aaron’s 
failure.

But only the first. A deeper reading 
suggests that it is about Moses. It was his 
absence from the camp that created the cri-
sis in the first place. “The people began to 
realize that Moses was taking a long time 
to come down from the mountain. They 
gathered around Aaron and said to him, 
‘Make us an oracle to lead us. We have no 
idea what happened to Moses, the man who 
brought us out of Egypt.’” (Ex. 32:1).

God told Moses what was happening and 
said: “Go down, because your people, whom 
you brought up out of Egypt, have wrought 
ruin” (Ex. 32:7). The undertone is clear. “Go 

1  In Deuteronomy 9:20, Moses discloses 
a fact which has been kept from us until 
that point: “God also expressed great anger 
toward Aaron, threatening to destroy him, 
so, at that time, I also prayed for Aaron.”
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Your ways” and “Pray let me see Your 
glory.” This is hard to understand. The 
entire exchange between Moses and God, 
one of the most intense in the Torah, is no 
longer about sin and forgiveness. It seems 
almost to be a metaphysical inquiry into the 
nature of God. What is its connection with 
the Golden Calf?

It is what happens between these two 
episodes that is the most puzzling of all. 
The text says that Moses “took his tent and 
pitched it for himself outside the camp, far 
from the camp” (Ex. 33:7). This must surely 
have been precisely the wrong thing to do. 
If, as God and the text have implied, the 
problem had been the distance of Moses as 
a leader, the single most important thing 
for him to do now would be to stay in the 
people’s midst, not position himself outside 
the camp. Moreover, the Torah has just told 
us that God had said He would not be in 
the midst of the people – and this caused 
the people distress. Moses’ decision to do 
likewise would surely have doubled their 
distress. Something deep is happening here.

It seems to me that in Exodus 33 Moses is 
undertaking the most courageous act of his 
life. He is saying to God: “It is not my distance 
that is the problem. It is Your distance. 
The people are terrified of You. They have 
witnessed Your overwhelming power. They 
have seen You bring the greatest empire the 
world has ever known to its knees. They 
have seen You turn sea into dry land, send 
down food from heaven and bring water 
from a rock. When they heard Your voice 
at Mount Sinai, they came to me to beg me 
to be an intermediary. They said, ‘You speak 
to us and we will hearken, but let not God 
speak to us lest we die’ (Ex. 20:16). They 

down,” suggests that God was telling Moses 
that his place was with the people at the foot 
of the mountain, not with God at the top. 
“Your people” implies that God was telling 
Moses that the people were his problem, not 
God’s. He was about to disown them.

Moses urgently prayed to God for for-
giveness, then descended. What follows 
is a whirlwind of action. Moses descends, 
sees what has happened, breaks the tablets, 
burns the Calf, mixes its ashes with water 
and makes the people drink, then summons 
help in punishing the wrongdoers. He has 
become the leader in the midst of the peo-
ple, restoring order where a moment before 
there had been chaos. On this reading the 
central figure was Moses. He had been 
the strongest of strong leaders. The result, 
though, was that when he was not there, 
the people panicked. That is the downside 
of strong leadership.

But there then follows a chapter, Exodus 
33, that is one of the hardest in the Torah to 
understand. It begins with God announcing 
that, though He would send an “angel” or 
“messenger” to accompany the people on 
the rest of their journey, He Himself would 
not be in their midst “because you are a 
stiff-necked people and I might destroy you 
on the way.” This deeply distresses the peo-
ple (Ex. 33:1-6).

In verses 12-23, Moses challenges God 
on this verdict. He wants God’s Presence to 
go with the people. He asks, “Let me know 

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to
Cantor Shimon & Diane Vogel  

and Avigdor & Ahuva Horowitz  
on the birth of a grandson,   

son to Tzvi & Avital Vogel
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made a Calf not because they wanted to 
worship an idol, but because they wanted 
some symbol of Your Presence that was 
not terrifying. They need You to be close. 
They need to sense You not in the sky or the 
summit of the mountain but in the midst of 
the camp. And even if they cannot see Your 
face, for no one can do that, at least let them 
see some visible sign of Your glory.”

That, it seems to me, is Moses’ request 
to which this week’s parsha is the answer. 
“Let them make for Me a Sanctuary that I 
may dwell in their midst” (Ex. 25:8). This is 
the first time in the Torah that we hear the 
verb sh-ch-n, meaning “to dwell,” in relation 
to God. As a noun it means literally, “a neigh-
bour.” From this is derived the key word in 
post-biblical Judaism, Shechinah, meaning 
God’s immanence as opposed to His tran-
scendence, God-as-One-who-is-close, the 
daring idea of God as a near neighbour.

In terms of the theology of the Torah, the 
very idea of a Mishkan, a Sanctuary or Tem-
ple, a physical “home” for “God’s glory,” is 
deeply paradoxical. God is beyond space. As 
King Solomon said at the inauguration of 
the first Temple, “Behold the heavens and 
the heavens of the heavens cannot encom-
pass You, how much less this house?” Or as 
Isaiah said in God’s name: “The heavens 
are My throne and the earth My foot-stool. 
What house shall you build for Me, where 
can My resting place be?” (Is. 66:1)

The answer, as the Jewish mystics 
emphasized, is that God does not live in 
a building but rather in the hearts of the 
builders: “Let them make for me a Sanctu-
ary and I will dwell among them” (Ex. 25:8) 
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– “among them,” not “in it.” How, though, 
does this happen? What human act causes 
the Divine Presence to live within the camp, 
the community? The answer is the name 
of our parsha, Terumah, meaning, a gift, a 
contribution.

“The Lord spoke to Moses, saying ‘Tell the 
Israelites to bring Me an offering. You are 
to receive the offering for Me from every-
one whose heart moves them to give.’” This 
would prove to be the turning point in Jew-
ish history.

Until that moment the Israelites had been 
recipients of God’s miracles and deliver-
ances. He had taken them from slavery to 
freedom and performed miracles for them. 
There was only one thing God had not yet 
done, namely, give the Israelites the chance 
of giving back something to God. The very 
idea sounds absurd. How can we, God’s 
creations, give back to the God who made 
us? All we have is His. As David said, at the 
gathering he convened at the end of his life 
to initiate the building the Temple:

Wealth and honour come from you; you 
are the ruler of all things … Who am I, and 
who are my people, that we should be able 
to give as generously as this? Everything 
comes from you, and we have given you 
only what comes from your hand. (I Chron-
icles 29:12, 14)

That ultimately is the logic of the Mishkan. 
God’s greatest gift to us is the ability to give 
to Him. From a Judaic perspective the idea 
is fraught with risk. The idea that God might 
be in need of gifts is close to paganism and 

heresy. Yet, knowing the risk, God allowed 
Himself to be persuaded by Moses to cause 
His spirit to rest within the camp and allow 
the Israelites to give something back to God.

At the heart of the idea of the Sanctuary 
is what Lewis Hyde beautifully described 
as the labour of gratitude. His classic 
study, The Gift,2 looks at the role of the 
giving and receiving of gifts, for example, 
at critical moments of transition. He quotes 
the Talmudic story of a man whose daughter 
was about to get married, but who had been 
told that she would not survive to the end of 
the day. The next morning the man visited 
his daughter and saw that she was still alive. 
Unknown to both of them, when she hung 
up her hat after the wedding, its pin pierced 
a serpent that would otherwise have bitten 
and killed her. The father wanted to know 
what his daughter had done that merited 
this Divine intervention. She answered, 
“A poor man came to the door yesterday. 
Everyone was so busy with the wedding 
preparations that they did not have time 
to deal with him. So I took the portion that 
had been intended for me and gave it to 
him.” It was this act of generosity that was 
the cause of her miraculous deliverance. 
(Shabbat 156b)

The construction of the Sanctuary was 
fundamentally important because it gave 
the Israelites the chance to give back to God. 
Later Jewish law recognised that giving is 
an integral part of human dignity when 
they made the remarkable ruling that even 
a poor person completely dependent on 

2  Lewis Hyde, The Gift: How the Creative 
Spirit Transforms the World (Edinburgh: 
Canongate, 2006).  

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to
Micaela & Alan Levine and family  

on the Bar Mitzvah of their great grandson
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charity is still obliged to give charity.3 To be 
in a situation where you can only receive, 
not give, is to lack human dignity.

The Mishkan became the home of the 
Divine Presence because God specified that 
it be built only out of voluntary contribu-
tions. Giving creates a gracious society by 
enabling each of us to make our contri-
bution to the public good. That is why the 
building of the Sanctuary was the cure for 
the sin of the Golden Calf. A people that only 
received but could not give was trapped in 
dependency and lack of self-respect. God 
allowed the people to come close to Him, 
and He to them, by giving them the chance 
to give.

That is why a society based on rights not 
responsibilities, on what we claim from, 
not what we give to others, will always 
eventually go wrong. It is why the most 
important gift a parent can give a child is 
the chance to give back. The etymology of 
the word Terumah hints at this. It means, 
not simply a contribution, but literally 
something “raised up.” When we give, it is 
not just our contribution but we who are 
raised up. We survive by what we are given, 
but we achieve dignity by what we give. 

3  Maimonides Hilchot Shekalim 1:1, Mat-
tenot Ani’im 7:5.

Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.
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Beginning with this parasha, the 
Torah focuses upon the construc-
tion of the Mishkan, a center for 

the ritual worship of Hashem. This theme 
continues through this parasha, the next 
one (Tetzaveh), part of Ki Tissa, VaYakhel 
and Pekudei. Similarly, our haftarah 
focuses on the construction of the first Beit 
HaMikdash, a place that would central-
ize the sacrificial rite in Yerushalayim for 
all of Israel. This topic extends from the 
fifth perek of  Sefer M’lachim A, through 
the sixth, the seventh and the eighth. The 
parasha opens with Hashem’s command to 
Moshe to have the people gather materials 
for the construction of the Mishkan, so the 
haftarah.

And what a magnificent structure it was! 
The detailed blueprint delineated for us 
in the haftarah describes the enormous 
undertaking and the magnificence of the 
edifice – its construction, its size, its gran-
deur. In fact, when comparing the two, the 
Mishkan pales in comparison to the glory 
of the Mikdash. And yet, for the forty years 
that the Mishkan stood in the desert, no 
idol worship took place within the Israelite 
camp while, within thirty years of the com-
pletion of the Mikdash, houses of idolatry 
had been built in the hills surrounding the 
Beit HaMikdash (M’lachim A 11:4-8)!

Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch spares no 
words of criticism in his comments regard-
ing the construction of the Beit HaMikdash 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

found in this perek. He writes:
“What dismal picture…does Israel 

present at this building! Where is the 
enthusiasm of the men and women that 
the sidra describes (in the construction of 
the Mishkan)? …..How much more glorious 
and holy was the work of the weaving and 
embroidering done by women and girls 
than all of the glories of Phoenician tech-
nique and Shlomo’s artistic taste! 

This was a different participation that 
Shlomo reserved for his people: Forced 
labor!!  -reminiscent of Pharaoh’s time….
and taskmasters too were not lacking!!!” 

Can we rely on these criticisms of the 
very construction to explain the collapse of 
pure monotheism during the early years of 
the Temple’s existence? Were the grandiose 
plans and enormous expenditures deemed 
far too materialistic and, even unneces-
sary? Is this was led to the fall of Shlomo 
and Israel?

As valid and understandable are the 
criticisms leveled by Rav Hirsch, we can, 
nonetheless, defend King Shlomo’s under-
taking as being necessary and that it was 
not the cause of the ultimate “failure” of the 
Temple’s function. The importance of cre-
ating a magnificent structure that would 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com

a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד
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draw the Israelite population from all over 
the world to the Beit HaMikdash, a struc-
ture that would impress the nation with 
the greatness and glory of G-d Himself, 
could not be accomplished by a temporary, 
portable tent that the Mishkan was. The 
complicated construction and expert art-
istry could not be left to volunteers alone. 
Furthermore, the nation was no longer a 
collection of nomadic tribes wandering in 
the desert but a nation of millions living 
throughout the Promised Land that would 
be expected to work in unison while living 
dispersed throughout the country.

If we are to search for a cause of the 
eventual destruction and subsequent exile, 
we need look no further than the closing 
psukim of our haftarah. There, Hashem 
tells Shlomo HaMelech that through the 
Beit HaMikdash, He would dwell within 
B’nai Yisrael. But one verse before the last, 
He issues the condition to this promise:

“Im telech b;chukotau….” – “Only if you 
follow My laws, execute My ordinances 
and keep all of My commandments…” – 
only then does G-d promise to dwell within 
Israel. It is that alone that will guarantee 
Hashem’s ongoing presence.

And that is G-d’s promise that remains 
for us today as well. 
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 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Gold On  
The Inside 
And Outside

In this week’s parsha we are instructed 
to build the various keilim to be included in 
the Mishkan.   With respect to the Aron, it 
is stated: “v’tzipisa oso zahav tahor mibayis 
umihutz tezapenu (Shemos 25:11). The Aron 
was to be made of wood overlaid with pure 
gold both on the inside and the outside.  

From this pasuk, the Gemara in Yoma 
(72b) derives that “kol talmid chacham 
she’en tocho kevaro eno talmid chacham” 
– a scholar whose inner life does not cor-
respond to his outer appearances is not an 
authentic scholar. The Aron, as the repos-
itory of the luchos is symbolic of a talmid 
chacham.  Zahav tahor, represents purity of 
character.  The scholar must conduct him-
self in a manner that exemplifies “tocho 
kevaro”, that his inner and outer self are 
consistent.  That there is no clash between 
inner reality and outer appearance.  

Rabbi Lamm in his sefer Drashot L’Dorot 
raises a fascinating question with respect 
to this statement in the gemara.  There are 
occasions where Jewish law does distin-
guish between private and public conduct.  
In particular with respect to the principle of 
“maris ayin”- when one should avoid an act 

that may be perceived by others as a trans-
gression, irrespective of whether or not 
that is the reality.  Does this not contradict 
the precept of “tocho kevaro”?  If in one’s 
heart it is clear there is no violation, why 
not ignore suspicions of others?  Are we 
to conclude that halacha does not always 
maintain the principle of tocho kevaro?

Rabbi Lamm explains that we must 
read carefully the specific idiom that the 
gemara uses.  It states that one should 
strive for tocho kevaro, that our inside 
be similar to our outside, but it does not 
ask us to develop baro ketocho, an outer 
appearance that conforms to an inner 
reality.  There is no demand that our exter-
nal image be reduced to the dimensions of 
what we really are like within ourselves. 
Hazal demand consistency in one direc-
tion only- tocho kevaro!  Develop a great 
outer life and reputation and then trans-
form your inner life to live up to it.  Thus, 
we may understand the significance of the 
concept of maris ayin. It protects one’s pub-
lic image and the social model one projects, 
and then one has something to live up to 
as they strive for the realization of tocho 
kevaro. 

Modern man tries to be intellectually 
honest and avoid hypocrisy. Hypocrisy is a 
conscious misleading of people, acting out 

Refuah Shleima:
נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
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a role that they don’t believe in.  This is not 
relevant for example in a scenario where 
one comes to shul on Shabbos although he 
does not observe all the laws of Shabbos at 
home, because he is confused and desires 
to be inspired.   As the Sefer Hachinuch 
suggests: acharei hapeulos nimshachim 
halevavos (our hearts are influenced by 
our actions).  We should continue to fulfill 
mitzvos even if we are angry or confused.  
Eventually our actions will have a positive 
impact on our inner reality. 

This applies in the social realm as well.  
We are commanded to love our neigh-
bor.   The Torah states, “ve’ahavta l’ereacha 
kamocha”. The term “l’ereacha” seems 
erroneous.  What should have been stated 
is “es re’eacha”.  The way it is written would 
be literally translated as : “love to your 
neighbor”, rather than love your neighbor!  
Rabbi Shimshon Refael Hirsch suggests 
that this language reflects the following.  
Genuine love of a neighbor may come at 
a later stage, first one must play the role 
of loving his fellow man- and ultimately, 
he will come to love him.  First build an 
image and then by the process of tocho 
kevaro, one comes to achieve a new inner 
transformation.

Another example of this phenomenon 
which is quite relevant to this time of year 
is with respect to the statement of Hazal 
– “mi shenichnas Adar marbim besimcha” 
– when the month of Adar enters one must 
increase his joy. How can one command a 
person to be happy?  What if I am miser-
able? Happiness is a state of mind. If one 
acts happy, one eventually emerges from 
the state of sadness. Create an image of 
happiness and eventually your reality will 

conform to that image.  Modern psycholo-
gists have expressed the contagiousness of 
a smile and its impact on one’s inner feel-
ings and emotions.  

As the Aron is overlaid with pure gold on 
its inside and outside, may we be able to 
transform our inner reality to mimic our 
outward appearance, achieve tocho kev-
aro and act in a consistent manner to be 
mekadesh shem shamayim. 

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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Delineating 
Donations

“Daber el benei Yisrael veyikchu li terumah 
mei-eit kol ish asher yidvenu libo, tikchu et 
terumati, speak to the children of Israel, and 
have them take for Me an offering; from 
every person whose heart inspires him 
to generosity, you shall take My offering.” 
(Shemot 35:2) Chazal see here three com-
mands for three different contributions. 
Every member of the klal was enjoined to 
contribute a specific amount that would go 
towards the silver sockets that formed the 
foundation of the Mishkan. Additionally, 
they had to make an equal contribution 
for the communal sacrifices. The third 
donation, dependent on each individual’s 
preference, was the request for materials to 
be used for building the Mishkan. “Veyikchu 
li terumah” and “tikchu et terumati” refer to 
the fixed donations, “ish asher yidvenu libo” 
refers to the personal desire of each person 
to contribute what his heart motivated him 
to give. Each of these offerings can teach us 
not only about Am Yisrael’s share in build-
ing the Mishkan, but also about what we 
give to and how we give.

Rav Dovid Hofstedter, in Darash Dovid, 
notes that there were three different 
phases in building the Mishkan. The first 
phase was Hashem’s primordial vision 

of a sanctuary, a special place to connect 
heaven and earth. It was to be a place where 
the physical would be totally elevated to a 
spiritual reality. Likewise, it would be a 
conduit for blessing and goodness to flow 
from heaven to earth. Thus, it was of uni-
versal import, and the nations of the world 
would also come there to beseech Hashem. 
The second phase was in response to Am 
Yisrael’s declaration of “Na’aseh V’nishma” 
wherein Hashem chose to have an intimate 
connection with His People on earth. The 
Keruvim were the symbol of this intense 
love; the people would go up three times 
a year to rededicate themselves to feeling 
Hashem’s closeness. Ultimately, the goal 
was for all places of holiness to embody this 
intense connection. 

Regrettably, this changed after the sin of 
the golden calf, at which point the progres-
sion moved to phase three, and the primary 
place of connection was relegated to be the 
Mishkan and later the Beit Hamikdash. Let 
us parallel these phases to the three differ-
ent contributions. The first contribution for 
the adanim, the sockets, represents the Mik-
dash as the place of the foundation of the 
world, the place of ultimate connection. In 
this respect all Jews were equal, and every-
one gave the same amount. The second 
contribution was for communal sacrifices, 
this illustrated the closeness felt between 
Hashem and His people that we expressed 
in “naaseh venishma”. Here too, as each 
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Jew is worthy of this special relationship 
with Hashem, the contribution was of 
equal amount. The third contribution was 
a form of teshuvah, hence, it depended on 
the motivation in each person’s heart. It 
symbolized the need for Hashem to rest His 
Glory in one central place and for the peo-
ple to establish that place from their own 
devotion and love. 

Rav Yisrael Belsky in Einei Yisrael shares 
a relevant message for our lives.  All Jews 
are bound to keep the mitzvot and to cre-
ate a space for Hashem’s Presence to rest 
among us. Above and beyond this basic 
requirement, each of us can enhance our 
avodah based on our unique personalities 
and talents. Our Yiddishkeit shouldn’t just 
be the ‘bare bones basics’, rather, we can 
infuse our service with the specialness that 
we each posess. 

050-906-6713 | www.zacai-banav.co.il
For services in English - Noah Kahn: 058-655-0453  |  Zacai.banav@gmail.com
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 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

A “Tradition” 
of Giving!

“Tevyeh der Milchiker” is the beloved 
fictional protagonist series of short stories 
by Sholem Aleichem, including the most 
well known of them, Fiddler on the Roof. 
The patriarch of a family of seven daugh-
ters, “Reb Tevyeh” is a pious, hard working 
dairyman from the Ukranian village of 
Anatevka (or Boyberik, in the original writ-
ten story).

As the endearing Tevyeh narrates the 
tales of his family life, he tells a story of his 
struggles and joys, disappointments and 
celebrations. He relates his difficulties of 
making a parnassah and maintaining sha-
lom bayis, the stress of finding shidduchim 
for his children, and the ever present threat 
of anti-semitism — which ultimately leads 
to the expulsion of his community from 
their beloved shtetl. But most significant 
perhaps is Tevyeh’s portrayal of tension 
and challenge in maintaining the mesorah, 
“tradition”, in the face of modernity and 
turbulent, changing times. The poignant 
monolog unfolds….

A fiddler on the roof… Sounds crazy, no? 
But here, in our little village of Anatevka, 
you might say every one of us is a fiddler 
on the roof. Trying to scratch out a pleas-
ant, simple tune without breaking his neck. 
It isn’t easy. You may ask, why do we stay 
up there if it’s so dangerous? Well, we stay 
because Anatevka is our home. And how do 
we keep our balance? That I can tell you in 
one word: tradition!

ר  רּוָמה ֵמֵאת ּכל־ִאיׁש ֲאשֶׁ ְוִיְקחּו־ִלי תְּ ָרֵאל  ֵני ִישְׂ ר ֶאל־בְּ בֵּ דַּ

רּוָמִתי׃ ְקחּו ֶאת־תְּ ֶבּנּו ִלּבוֹ תִּ ִידְּ

“Speak to the children of Israel, and have 
them take for Me a terumah, an offering; 
from every person whose heart inspires 
him to generosity, you shall take My offer-
ing.” (Shemos, 25:2)

Our sedra details the construction of 
the Mishkan, describing the materials, 
the design and building process, of the 
sanctuary. The source of the materials is 
the contributions of each member of Klal 
Yisrael. 

Our sedra focuses attention on our 
responsibility to give of our resources and 
selves, and it honors the ‘minor’ contribu-
tions of each individual. In his commentary 
on Navi, Professor Abraham J. Heschel 
points out how the abstract concept of 
justice is meaningless unless it is trans-
lated into the life of every citizen in the 
form of a personal obligation, a mitzvah. 
While philosophers like Plato and Aristotle 

If you are going to Eilat on  
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday and can 

take a small bag of TT for the community,  
please call 0505-772-111
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pontificated about the value of fairness 
and the theoretical elements of a just soci-
ety and definition of equality, the Torah 
demands action and achrayus, responsi-
bility from, and for, individuals. 

Tevyeh goes on to describe some of the 
‘special types’ of characters in “the circle” 
of their shtetl, including the matchmaker, 
shoemaker, and the Rabbi, as well as 
“Nachum the Beggar”. Another short, poi-
gnant scene from the opening monolog, is 
instructive. 

Nachum, dressed in rags, is holding a 
pushkeh and calling out to passersby: 

“Alms for the poor, alms for the poor….” 
Reb Laizer hands the poor fellow a kopek.
“One kopek? But just last week you gave 

me two kopeks!”
“I had a bad week,” answers Reb Laizer.
“So, if you had a bad week,” counters 

Nachum, “why should I suffer?”
Our sedra introduces a term of dedica-

tion: “Take for Me a terumah.” This takes 
the idea of supporting the community and 
others and reframes it as a religious obli-
gation — not just an act of charity, goodwill 
and service. We are instructed to make a 
contribution, ideally motivated by nedivas 
lev, but regardless, this contribution is to 
be “taken” from us as an expression of 

 Look no further!
Invest with Mashkiem Bemuna

with a loan instrument from 300,000 nis
and receive a guaranteed return, and

pay only 15% tax and zero purchase tax!

Call our investment expert Moshe Ehrlich at:
  072-395-1096 or email us at

  invest@bemuna.co.il for a full brochure

A safe alternative for your

investment funds!

Looking for a safe and yet profitable
place to invest your hard earned savings?

 Looking for an investment that doesn't eat
out dozens of % of your profits for taxes?

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
In the Heart of Old Katamon - Kaf Tet B’Novemeber 
street - Spacious 90m, 4 room, currently being used 
as a 3 room but can be easily changed back.  
3 exposures, full of light, 2nd floor, private parking spot, 
2.5 bathrooms, large equipped kitchen. 3.4m NIS
Derech Beit Lechem street in Baka - charming 86m, 
3.5 room with a huge kitchen, high 3.8m ceilings 
(high enough to put galleries in the bedrooms). 
Original Arab style decorative floors, two small 
mirpesets, 3 full exposures. 3.19m NIS
Great opportunity in Musrara - 5.5 rooms. 3 bathrooms, 
130m duplex with a 40m garden, private entrance, full of 
charm. Chulada Hanevia street. 4.27m NIS
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mitzvah, commandment. Every person is 
responsible to participate and give, even 
a little bit, regardless of their current cir-
cumstances: רּוָמִתי ְקחּו ֶאת־תְּ  Take for me a“ ,תִּ
contribution…” Targum Onkelus translates 
this verse as follows: 
בּון  סְּ יּה, תִּ ִיְתְרֵעי ִלבֵּ ַבר דְּ ל גְּ ְוַיְפְרׁשּון ֳקָדַמי ַאְפָרׁשּוָתא:  ִמן כָּ

ָית ַאְפָרׁשּוִתי.

(Speak with the Children of Israel), that 
they set apart before Me a separated portion: 
from every man who is willing in his heart 
you shall receive that which is set apart.

The “Pe’er Yisrael” of Bohush, Rebbe Yis-
rael Shalom Yosef (a scion of the Rhizner 
dynasty) provides an expansive interpreta-
tion and insight on this Targum. In obliging 
us to “set apart” our money and be “sep-
arated” from it, Torah calls upon us to 
consider the role of materialism in our lives 
and the transient nature of this world. In 
light of our Parsha’s emphasis on precious 
materials — gold, copper, silver, animal 
skins, wood, olive oil, spices and gems — we 
are invited to contemplate the hefresh, the 
‘separation’ or difference between what is 
temporal and what is eternal. We are also 
drawn to investigate the delicate balance 
we need to maintain between our physical 
lives and our spiritual lives. 

The walls of the Mishkan were sur-
rounded by an enclosure of linen hangings, 
supported by wooden posts and reinforced 
by יתדות, stakes made of copper (27:19). 
Rashi notes that the curtains and hangings 
for the tent and courtyard were tied with 
cords all around them at the bases of these 
stakes, כדי שלא תהא הרוח מגביהתן, “so that the 
wind would not lift them up”. Rebbe Yaa-
kov Yitzchak, the “Divrei Binah” of Biala 

tells us that these copper pegs serve as a 
reminder that we must tether ourselves 
at our foundations when the winds of 
change blow. Just like the curtains fastened 
securely with pegs, we need to remain tied 
to our heritage and holy way of life. 

As Tevyeh muses, “Because of our tra-
ditions, we’ve kept our balance for many, 
many years. Here in Anatevka we have tra-
ditions for everything... how to eat, how to 
sleep, even, how to wear clothes... Because 
of our traditions, everyone knows who he 
is and what God expects him to do.”

May we always remember who we are 
and have the desire and ability to do what 
the Ribbono shel Olam expects of us. May 
we have many kopeks in our pockets and 
may we always be ready and willing to 
have them ‘separated’ from us!  

SHIUR SPONSORS
Monday, Jan 31 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur and  

Tuesday, Feb 1 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur was sponsored by 
Ruhama Ben-David, Naomi Lifshitz, & Carol Kimche and families 

in loving memory of their parents,  Al and Evelyn Sterman z”l
לעילוי נשמת חוה חיה בת מתתיהו ע”ה -   כז שבט

 אברהם יצחק בן אהרון יוסף הלוי ז”ל - כט שבט

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sundays 12:35-1:20pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  
Tuesday afternoons 1:30-3:30
in the OU Israel Center Library
For more details call 02-585-6806

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Resumes Feb 21:
Monday mornings 10.30-12.30

For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  
or Judy 054-569-0410

(Entrance with GREEN PASS)
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DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm
Hand and machine

 Whole WheatWhole Wheat
Organic Whole SpeltOrganic Whole Spelt
GF Gluten Free OatGF Gluten Free Oat

Distributed Throughout Eretz Yisroel

Hillel Levin - The Matza Man: www.matzaman.co.il 

Time to order your
Healthful Specialty Shmura Matza

For more details, including hechsherim, email:
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Bilingual grant writer to assist with the full grant cycle: 

Research, LOI’s, applications, reporting and ongoing correspondence. 

Produce donor-driven marketing material. 

 Build program proposals, including budgets, measurables and more. 

  

Email your resume to careers@israelrescue.org with job in the subject line
and check out our website for the full description.

https://israelrescue.org/jobs

Looking to advance your career? 
Join a workplace that not only promises growth 

but also supports Israel?

Check out our newest job opening:

Grants Writer

and Help 
Save Lives

Amazing Team o
ur

  

Job is full-time and based at our Jerusalem office
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

A “Knotty” 
Exile 

Parshat Terumah launches the ambitious 
construction project of the mishkan. We wit-
ness an “eruption” of artistic creativity, as 
craftsmen and artisans attempt the impossi-
ble- to capture the majesty of the Shechinah 
in a human edifice. Any act associated with 
this construction project is, by nature, of 
surpassing creativity. The 39 stages of this 
grand project become institutionalized as 
“prototypical creative acts” which are pro-
hibited on Shabbat- the day of “creative 
shutdown.”  The 39 exercises of constructing 
the Mishkan become paradigms for the 39 
melachot forbidden on Shabbat.

One of these 39 prohibitions is the process 
of kosheir -or fastening knots. Mesh-like 
curtains were fastened to outer poles which 
lined the courtyard of the mishkan. These 
mesh draperies known as “meitarim” were 
tied to the amudim or vertical rods lining 
the outer perimeter of the Mishkan. Fas-
tening these hanging drapes was essential 
to the Mishkan, and therefore any form of 
tying materials is prohibited on Shabbat as 
kosheir. 

The Talmud Yerushalmi wonders about 
this strange parallel between fastening 

Mishkan-drapes and the Shabbat violation 
of kosheir. After all, the Mishkan, by its very 
nature, was a temporary edifice relocated 
from station to station during the desert 
wanderings. By contrast, the Biblical prohi-
bition of kosheir, applies only to permanent 
knots (though many temporary types of 
knots are Rabbinically forbidden). It is odd 
that temporary knots fastened during a 
roving journey should serve as archetypes 
for a Shabbat prohibition to tie permanent 
knots! 

Evidently, there are many different 
forms of permanence. The Jews didn’t 
dwell in these desert campsites for more 
than a few months at a time. Yet these 
stays were considered permanent enough 
that the knots fastened during these stop-
overs are considered permanent knots. 
Similar knots created on Shabbat are like-
wise considered permanent and constitute 
Shabbat violation. The desert camps may 
have been temporary, but they were also 
semi-permanent. 

The desert voyage foreshadowed a longer 
journey- not one of 40 years but of 2000 
years. During our lengthy journey, we 
have traveled through time- meandering 

רפואה שלמה
שלמה בן אסתר

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BAL ANCE BAL ANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!
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our way back to our Homeland. During 
this journey we haven’t exactly been rov-
ing nomads. Concerned about the toll of 
constant wandering and constant reloca-
tion, Hashem ensured that we would enjoy 
general stability and semi-permanence. 
He empowered us to establish rich com-
munities, to build impressive and lasting 
religious infrastructures, to raise fami-
lies and to fashion meaningful cultural 
experiences. In reality, we were voyaging 
through harsh “deserts”, but it felt more 
like a residence in comfortable lodges and 
sometimes even in posh mansions. Instead 
of drifting through a cold desert in rickety 
and makeshift tents we lived in comfort 
and stability. For thousands of years, we 
continued to create lasting knots in the 
desert of exile. 

At this stage of history, we are being asked 
to untie these knots, to disassemble our 
courtyards, and to rebuild houses of stone in 
a Land which promises eternity and not just 
permanence. The mountains and valleys of 
our ancient homeland beckon us, and we 
no longer need poles and curtains. The riv-
ers and ravines of Israel are summoning, 
begging us to discard our ropes and our 
rivets. The shift  from illusory permanence 
to lasting eternity, from community to his-
tory, from stability to prophecy is harder for 
some than it is for others. As we all know, 
untying a knot is harder than creating one. 

Answering its original question – how 
could temporary Mishkan knots serve as 

paradigms for a Shabbat prohibition of 
permanent knots - the Talmud Yerushalmi 
replies: since the Jewish encampment was 
divinely mandated- each desert juncture 
was considered permanent despite the 
quick turnaround. The Jews were roving 
through nameless coordinates in the desert 
but, traveling under divine mandate, their 
encampments were considered permanent 
and the knots they formed at those camp-
sites became archetypes of permanent 
knots. 

Any divine itinerary is permanent, and 
any human destination is transient. Any 
human residence which isn’t divinely 
blessed will never stand. Permanence and 
impermanence are based purely on the will 
of G-d. 

We all live lives of transience disguised as 
permanence. We feel stable and sturdy, but 
life is delicate and the ground beneath us 
is quicksand. With the passage of time all 
human “towers” fade and remain as frag-
ile as their human architects. Though the 
world we craft carries the illusion of “last-
ingness” it is brittle and easily broken. Our 
hopes for permanence and for anything 
lasting lies in the shadow of Hashem’s will. 
He is fixed and permanent and we are just 
passing through time. 

The land beyond time is calling. The Eter-
nal G-d is waving us home. What seems 
permanent will pass. What seems flimsy 
and temporary will be infinite. Untie your 
knots. 

Platinum MortgagesPlatinum Mortgages
Specializing in obtaining preferred loans for  

English speaking clients in Israel and abroad.
 At Platinum the client is the emphasis!

Email:  shmuelbrochin@gmail.com
0509882183/ 0527169290 

YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT  
IN ISRAEL
Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345
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Hashekel served only for the base of the 
Mishkan’s wooden boards and its pillars’ 
sockets and hooks!

There is a fundamental moral lesson 
here. Funds collected compulsorily are lim-
ited in the degree they encompass holiness; 
they are destined to go into the general kup-
pah for maintenance or used for the most 
mundane purposes. 

On the other hand, specific contributions 
“from the heart” are designated for a par-
ticular use according to the individual case. 
It is not the external beauty, per se, that 
counts. For when one conducts a Mitzva 
with an object, the object is elevated, and 
the act brings us closer to Hashem – and 
Hashem closer to us.

Thus, the level of Kedushah of voluntary 
donations is far higher. For example, the 
Rav (following Rashi) indicates that the 
women’s mirrors were used for the laver 
in the Mishkan that, in turn, was employed 
for a suspected adulteress. 

Notably, the Torah makes no distinction 
between rich and poor: Whatever was 
donated was what the individual could 
give; each contribution was a gift. More-
over, because each gift had its particular 
destination, everyone felt a share in the 
construction and service of the Mishkan. 
No wonder then that Hashem’s Shechinah 
would now dwell among the people – back 
in their hearts, as it were.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM

It Stems From 
The Heart

Our Parsha is about the building of the 
Mishkan. Consequently, one might recall 
the erstwhile debate about the construction 
of synagogues in our time. Is the beauty of 
the edifice what counts or what happens 
inside the shul? Do we impose a compul-
sory levy or request a voluntary donation 
from “every person whose heart moves 
him [or her]”? (Shemot 25:2).

We ask, “Is there a fixed amount? Will 
people denigrate a small contribution, and 
do we honor those who give large amounts?

Moreover, will donated funds go into a 
general kitty or towards specific items in 
the synagogue? 

Rav Adin Steinsaltz, of blessed memory, 
helps us answer these questions with ref-
erence to our Parsha. Hashem could have 
arranged contributions based on obligatory 
fixed amounts (like the silver half-shekel) or 
variable sums according to people’s assets. 
But, no! Each person was to give according 
to that individual’s generosity.

Thus, one would give a small amount of 
goat’s hair; another a rare onyx stone. Nota-
bly, these voluntary contributions were 
earmarked for the service vessels used in 
the Mishkan. In contradistinction, the com-
pulsory silver from the coins of Machasit 
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Mazal tov to our musmach
Rabbi Itamar Frisch and his wife Sarah

upon becoming the rabbinic couple of the 
“Dati Leumi Synagogue” community  

in Har Nof, Yerushalayim
We are proud of your work on behalf of the Jewish people,  
and wish you and your new community bracha v’hatzlacha

Rabbi Dr.  
Kenneth Brander

Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Riskin

Rabbi  
Sarel Rosenblatt Zev Weiss

President and  
Rosh HaYeshiva

Founder and  
Rosh HaYeshiva

Rosh Kollel, Joseph and 
Gwendolyn Straus  

Rabbinical Seminary

Chairman, Israeli  
Board of Directors

NEW AT BEIT KNESSET HANASSI 
6–Week Wednesday Morning Lecture Series  

Starts Wednesday, February 9th 

 

Given by Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz  
Topic: The Jewish Life Cycle 

 Marriage: An In-Depth Analysis 

First shiur each week at 10:00 a.m.  

Second shiur each week at 11:15 a.m.  

Given by Rabbi Alex Israel  
Topic: Behind the Mask of Megilat Esther 

ישראל הצעיר רחביה –בית כנסת הנשיא   
BBeeiitt  KKnneesssseett  HHaannaassssii    ··  YYoouunngg  IIssrraaeell  ooff  RReehhaavviiaa  ··  UUssssiisshhkkiinn  2244,,  JJeerruussaalleemm  

AAllll  aarree  wweellccoommee!!  AAddmmiissssiioonn  --    3300  NNIISS  ffoorr  bbootthh  SShhiiuurriimm  wwhheenn  aatttteennddiinngg  iinn  ppeerrssoonn..  
ZZoooomm  aaddmmiissssiioonn  --  115500  NNIISS  ffoorr  tthhee  sseerriieess..  FFoorr  ccrreeddiitt  ccaarrdd  ppaayymmeenntt,,  ccaallll  ((0022))  337722  44004455,,  ooppttiioonn  ##22..  
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In our sedra this week, Hashem 
instructs Moshe to build the Mish-
kan, a sacred space for Hashem’s 

presence among the Jewish people. The 
opening verses of Parshat Terumah set 
forth the mandate that each member of 
Klal Yisrael must participate by contrib-
uting to the enterprise of the Mishkan’s 
construction- vayikchu li Terumah- take and 
present for me a gift.

The Great Chasidic Sage, Reb Simcha 
Bunim of Peshiska, zy’a explained the 
intention behind our verse-vayikchu li 
Terumah- take and present for me a gift as 
follows:

 Every individual desires that they should 
indeed themselves be ‘gift worthy’. Each per-
son strives to ascend to a high and holy state 
of consciousness, and only when we have 
achieved that heightened consciousness are 
we worthy to experience and intuit the gift 

of the divine presence which resides within 
each of us. 

The Tiferet Shlomo,the Rebbe of 
Radomsk, zy’a, clarifies this point:

During those sacred moments when a 
person expresses their dedication, when 
they commit to contribute to the needs of 
the community and begin to see the innate 
holiness within one another and within each 
member of the community, then the divine 
presence is felt in the most palpable way.

Rabbi Gedalia Schorr zt’l, adds, that a 
person must therefore have a strong desire 
for Torah, and give their heart fully toward 
Torah, and with this desire, it becomes 
possible to achieve and feel the divine pres-
ence resting within each of us.

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us merit to feel 
‘gift worthy’ and to experience the awe-
some gift of Hashem’s presence and love 
each and every moment. 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

 CHESED FUND
The Needy Await Your Support

Every day is urgent!
Please send checks to:

“CHESED YITZCHAK VESHAINDEL”
c/o Menachem Persoff

POB 36156 Romema Jerusalem
Bank Transfer? Contact Menachem

menpmp@gmail.com - *Tax benefit *

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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FOR SALE
TOWNHOUSE NEXT TO PARK HAMESILA

216 M ON FOUR LEVELS
PRIVATE GARDEN AND PARKING

6 BDRMS, 4 BATHS
QUIET, OFF STREET
FOR RENOVATION

NIS 7,300,000

 MAAGALEI YAVNE ST GARDEN APT 
NEXT TO PARK HAMESILA

97 M GROUND FLOOR 
PRIVATE EXIT TO LARGE GARDEN IN USE 

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE, WELL-MAINTAINED
PINUI BINUI IN PLANNING PROCESS (FUTURE 

APT WILL BE APPROX. 150 M)
NIS 3,400,000

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il

ALL WINTER HATS,
CAPS, SCARVES

FEB 1-15, 2022
HOURS: WEEKDAYS 14:00 – 18:00

FRIDAY: 10:00 – 13:30

2277%%  ssaallee

31 KING GE ORGE, JER USALEM
02-563-7155

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

LOOKING FOR A BABYSITTER  
to care for a sweet 3-year old boy,  

Sunday - Thursday 14:00-18:00pm.
Should be responsible and love kids.  

Looking long term, in Jerusalem area.
For additional details call 0506242447 or 

send whatsapp (Possibility to LIVE IN)
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Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD
Dear C.P., 
Thank you for asking this 

question, which is one of the 
most common questions I 

receive from parents.  Before getting into 
detail, I think it is important to clarify that 
without knowing your child or his par-
ticular circumstances, I cannot have an 
opinion about whether therapy is indicated 
or appropriate in this specific case.   Also, 
related to this question are a few topics that 
I am not addressing here, such as how to 
find the right therapist, or how to speak 
with your child about therapy if he may be 
resistant to the idea.  

I am focusing here on parents who are 

uncertain about whether therapy is the 
right choice for their child, which can be 
relevant for challenges like anxiety, as well 
as a range of other concerns that kids may 
face.  

Some level of anxiety is an expected and 
normal part of most children’s lives, and, 
though uncomfortable, is not inherently 
negative or possible to eliminate. So how 
do you know if therapy is the right direc-
tion to choose?

Many mental health professionals look 
at two categories to determine whether 
therapy is indicated:  1) is your child expe-
riencing significant impairment to his 
functioning in his daily life; and/or 2) is he 
experiencing significant distress, meaning 
that he feels a level of internal pressure 
that seems unmanageable.  If one of these 
things is true, therapy may be a useful part 
of helping your child.  A positive therapy 
experience would be one that helps to 
improve the child’s functioning, as well 
as reduce their distress or make it more 
manageable.    

However, even if your child is willing to 
go and has a good rapport with his ther-
apist, there are potential downsides to 
therapy, such as costs of time and money. I 
have seen situations where the stress of the 
therapy appointment itself (coordinating 
timing for the family or financial consider-
ations) has undermined any of the benefits 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting,
I am trying to decide whether my 

son needs to see a therapist.  He’s often 
anxious about school, friends, and 
other things that other kids seem less 
worried about.  I don’t want to with-
hold something from him that could 
be helpful, but we know that meeting 
with a therapist can be expensive.  
How do I know whether he needs a 
therapist to help him with his anxi-
ety? - C.P.

Refuah Shleima:
Martha Bat Masha

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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that the therapy process may have.  It is 
also fair to consider whether the concern-
ing issue is likely to resolve on its own in 
a reasonable timeframe, or best resolved 
in a different way, and, if so, therapy is not 
necessary.   

This can help you be more 
effective in knowing how to 
react and support him

So how does a parent decide?  I often give 
two recommendations to parents who are 
uncertain about therapy for their child.  
The first is for the parents to meet with a 
therapist themselves a few times to gain 
a better understanding of the challenges 
their child may be facing, as well as to 
receive guidance about how they, as the 
parents, can be helpful and supportive of 
their child. This can help you feel more 
confident in your parenting strategies, and 
help you be more effective in knowing how 
to react and support him.  

The second recommendation is to block 
off time and dedicate it to some sort of 
activity with your child, either at home 
or going out.  Therapy may require up to 
1.5 hours of your time, and hundreds of 

Feel free to send in any parenting  
questions you may have to  
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).

Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD is a Licensed Clinical 
Psychologist (Israel and U.S.) offering Evi-
dence-Based Solutions for Individuals and 
Couples

shekel each week.  Imagine your spend-
ing a portion of that time and money with 
your child!  Just the act of prioritizing that 
relationship by organizing your schedule to 
have quality time with him can itself have 
a profoundly positive impact on him and 
your relationship with him.  You also will 
likely understand the issues he is facing 
more clearly, and be in a better position to 
help him.  

As parents, we want to give our children 
whatever they might need to be success-
ful in life, which, for some children, may 
include meeting with a therapist for some 
period of time.  However, it is not neces-
sarily the best choice for every type of 
challenge your child faces.  In many cases, 
taking some time to make a deliberate 
decision about therapy can help you feel 
confident in your choice! 

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Rabbi 
Soloveitchik 
on Prayer

In the late 1970’s Rabbi Soloveitchik 
was invited to speak to a large gather-
ing of young adults at a conference held 
at the Pines Hotel. The way things were 
scheduled, the Rav would speak Thurs-
day afternoon, a difficult slot to fill due to 
the fact that the teens were just arriving 
for their retreat. The Rav knew that this 
would be a challenge. He opened with the 
following: “I know that you know much 
more than I do about the modern world. 
After all, I am an elderly rabbi and you 
are young and are in touch with the con-
temporary world. However, there is one 
topic that I have close contact with, and 
that is death.” At that moment the room 
went silent. The Rav chose this dramatic 
introduction to talk with this gathering of 
young people about the topic of prayer. He 
expanded on an idea that he often accen-
tuated: “Frail, finite man, who is here 
today and gone tomorrow in the grave, is 
born into a state of crisis. At times we all 
feel lonely, we feel unsafe, and uneasy. In 
this state of mind we turn to the Almighty 
for protection and craving His embrace.” 
(YU Torah, ‘Prayer: Privilege and Practice,’ 

as told by R. Michael Taubes)
What is the basis of a Jew’s obligation to 

pray? The answer is a debate between two 
titans of Jewish law: Rambam and Ramban 
debate if prayer is of biblical force or only 
rabbinic in nature. Rambam’s opinion is 
that the obligation to pray each day is found 
in the Torah, derived from the verse “To 
serve Him with all your heart” (Devarim 
11:13) (Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Tefilla 1:1-
2). Ramban disagrees and states that the 
obligation of prayer is rabbinic (and the 
biblical source cited by the Rambam is 
only an asmachata, a biblical allusion). (See 
Ramban, in his comments to the Rambam’s 
Sefer HaMitzvot, Aseh #5) 

Although Ramban does not believe that 
prayer is mandated by the Torah, he does 
concede that in times of crises there is 
indeed a biblical obligation, based on the 
verse, “when you go to war in your Land 
against the enemy who opposes you, you 
shall sound an alarm with trumpets.” 
(Bamidbar 10:9)

The Rav brilliantly analyzed this dispute 
between the Rambam and Ramban and 
suggests that both opinions fundamentally 
agree that the obligation of prayer is rooted 
in the phenomenon of confrontation with 
crises, and that tefilla is the halachic pre-
scription for how one should react to crises. 
The Ramban defines crises as a feeling 
exposed to external danger; war, famine, 
plague. The Rambam defines the state of 
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crises as an ever present susceptibility that 
man feels due to his vulnerability and lim-
ited control of what each day can bring. 
In a word, prayer springs from confronta-
tion with crises. (Mesorat HaRav Siddur, p. 
x1vi- x1vii).

The following touching episode in the life 
of the Rav conveys the notion that crises 
elicit prayer. “The night before my opera-
tion, when my family said goodbye to me, 
I understood the words of the psalmist, “Ki 
avi ve-imi azavani, va-Hashem ya’asfeni, 
When my father and my mother forsake 
me, the Lord will bring me in” (Tehillim 
27:10). I had never understood this verse. 
Did ever a parent abandon his child? Of 
course not! Yet in certain situations, one is 
cut off even from his parents or his beloved 
wife and children…Suddenly one real-
izes that there is no help which his loved 
ones are able to extend to him. They are 
onlookers who watch a drama unfolding 
itself with unalterable speed. They are not 
involved in it. This realization brings to an 
abrupt end the feeling of togetherness. I 
stand before God; no one else is beside me. 
A lonely being meeting the loneliest Being 
in utter seclusion is a dramatic but also a 
great experience.” (Out of the Whirlwind, 
p.134) 

Contact Heather Dean, Author
Celebrity-Interviewer and TV & Radio Producer 
(02) 651 . 3442  |  hdp_coaching@yahoo.com

Promote Your Product, Service or
Written Work Without Breaking the Bank! 

HEATHER DEAN
MEDIA
MENTOR 

 

 

 
 

Efrat, Gush Etzion & Jerusalem 
www.angelrealty.co.il 

 For Sale in Zayit 
Brand new luxurious and modern 5  
room apt. + 2 private parking spots in 
the Olive Project. Great location! 
Move in date 1/1/2023 
2,650,000 NIS 

 

 
 Looking to sell your home in 

Jerusalem? Specializing in the 
Katamon, Baka, Rechavia and Arnona 
neighborhoods. For the best price and 
quick results contact 
Gabi- 0524588716  
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

as a substitute for wine, but should rather 
should use challa for Kiddush, whereas in 
the daytime, shechar is preferable to bread. 
The Rosh explains the distinction as fol-
lows. Bread is the main part of the meal, 
and Kiddush is closely dependent on the 
meal, which makes challa the best alterna-
tive to wine. However, in the daytime, the 
essential Kiddush is just the beracha with 
which one starts the meal (the p’sukim 
recited are just a preference – Mishna 
Berura 289:2), whereas at night there is a 
whole separate beracha of Kiddush. If, then, 
making Kiddush on challa would consist of 
saying Hamotzi, it would be the same as if 
he had a meal without Kiddush. 

Regarding the night, then, it is very dif-
ficult to use any drink as an alternative to 
wine. One reason is that it is the main Kid-
dush of the day can be a mitzva from the 
Torah (although the element of the wine 
itself is only Rabbinic). Another is that the 
Kiddush at night is connected to the pasuk 
of “Zachor (remember) et yom …” and in 
various places in Tanach we find a con-
nection between zechira and wine (Eliya 
Rabba 272:14). This is in contrast to Kid-
dush in the day, which is not connected to 
zechira. Also, the minhag has developed to 
be much more lenient on this matter in the 
day (including in the regular practices of 
great rabbis – see Bach, OC 272:10) than 
at night.

One of the problems with chamar medina 

Different 
Drinks for 
Kiddush

Question: If I do not want to drink wine/
grape juice, may I use other drinks for 
Kiddush?  

Answer: The gemara (Pesachim 107a) 
prescribes wine to make Kiddush upon, 
and this generally applies across the board, 
for the two Kiddushes of the day, as well as 
Havdala. (We will not discuss other cere-
monial occasions (e.g., brit mila, cup for 
bentching).) However, we see in a story in 
the gemara that in a case in which shechar 
(date liquor) is chamar medina (we will 
translate it as the major replacement for 
wine as a central drink), it may be used 
for Havdala. The gemara then continues to 
bring the opinion of Rav Huna that shechar 
should not be used for Kiddush. The Rosh 
(Pesachim 10:17) views the matter as a 
machloket Rishonim if the gemara posits 
that even chamar medina is invalid for Kid-
dush or whether we could be lenient as we 
are regarding Havdala. 

The Shulchan Aruch (OC 272:9) cites dif-
ferent opinions on whether one can use 
shechar for Kiddush, but he and the Rama 
prefer the opinion (attributed to the Rosh) 
that at night one should not use other drinks 
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 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

is that determining what counts as such is 
very elusive. The simplest reading of the 
gemara and the opinion of most Rishonim 
(see Beit Yosef, OC 272) is that it only applies 
when there is a lack of available wine. The 
Rambam (Shabbat 29:17) is somewhat 
more expansive about what is chamar 
medina (the main drink drunk as wine in 
that place), although on the other hand he 
rules that chamar medina may be used only 
for Havdala and not for Kiddush, appar-
ently even during the day. The Taz (OC 
272:6) posits that when wine is expensive 
(presumably, expensive is relative to the 
abilities of society and perhaps the person), 
it is permitted to make Kiddush on chamar 
medina. 

There are few drinks in contemporary 
society (which likely differ from place to 
place) that are considered chamar medina 
according to a consensus of poskim. Whis-
key (there is much discussion about how 
much one must drink) and beer have 
been on the “short list” for generations 
(see Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata 53:9-10), 
and some have added natural fruit juices 
and coffee, with milk and soft drinks/soda 
being “lower on the totem pole” (see ibid.). 

In our generation, with a wide variety of 

wine/grape juice available at cheap prices, 
the pendulum has rightly turned toward 
making Kiddush only on them. The best 
reasons to still use other drinks are when 
one ran out of them, dislikes them, or has 
a physical sensitivity to them. Another case 
is if one is very attached to a family minhag 
to use a different drink that is indeed still a 
notable, important drink. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom 
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe 
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources, 
methodology, and considerations behind 
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.
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Real Life Rescues 
An Emergency In A House Built 
For God
One Shabbat morning at approximately 8:05 AM, an elderly chazzan was leading 
services at a synagogue in Tel Aviv, when he felt as though “the room started spinning.” 
The man’s voice suddenly trailed off, and he collapsed in front of the congregation, 
sustaining a serious head wound. The man’s wife had been on the other side of 
the mechitza and she quickly rushed over, as someone found a phone and called 
emergency services for help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Yisrael Chanukah was attending services at another 
shul when his prayers were interrupted by the call from Command Center. Placing 
his tallit on the chair, the committed volunteer dashed out to his United Hatzalah 
ambucycle and sped through the bustling neighborhood, arriving first at the scene.

Finding the 80-year-old gentleman bleeding massively from his injury, Yisrael cared 
for the victim in the shul kitchen, allowing shacharit services to start up again in the 
main sanctuary. He applied thick layers of gauze, and stemmed the bleeding as he 
calmed both the patient and his wife. Given that it was Shabbat, the elderly couple 
were initially reluctant to go to the hospital. Having an observant medic explain to 
them the urgent necessity of a comprehensive medical exam made all the difference. 
By the time the intensive care ambulance arrived over 20 minutes later, the chazzan 
was stable, prepped and ready for transport to the trauma center.

1221
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1 Looking for 
office space 

in Jerusalem?

Private, furnished office space 
for rent in JLM city center. 

Great for therapist or seeing clients.  
Waiting room, kitchenette  

& security cameras.
Contact: goodvibeoffices@gmail.com 

or 052-441-9731. 28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

BAKA, GOOD INVESTMENT! Nice 2 rooms, 
private yard, good shape, good location, quiet, 
rented 4200nis/month, 1,700,000NIS

ARNONA, GOOD DEAL! Beautiful 4 rooms, 
Shabbat elevator, balcony with view, good shape, 
master bedroom, quiet, storageroom, double 
parking, only 2,850,000NIS

OLD KATAMON WITH GARDEN - Great 4 rooms, 
duplex, 50m private garden, luxury, parking, rare!

PENTHOUSE  IN OLD KATAMON - In a 
picturesque lane, lovely penthouse, 6 rooms, 
200m, private entrance, elevator, 80m terrace, 
renovated, quiet, 2 parkings,rare!
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Even A  
Sharp Sword

Last time we suggested that Yeshayahu 
rebuked Chizkiyahu for not having chil-
dren, since the prophet understood that 
procreation is a Divine imperative and 
is not a matter of personal choice. There 
is a mitzvah to have children, and there-
fore one must have children, even if these 
children will be imperfect, or even carry 
genetic diseases.

If the Talmudic tale ended at this point 
the message would be loud and clear. Go 
out and have children, regardless of the 
potential problems that these children will 
face.

But the Talmud does not conclude the 
story there. Rather, it continues, with 
a strange shift in position between the 
prophet and the king.

“Chizkyahu said to Yeshayahu “Now give 
me your daughter as my wife; perhaps my 
merit and your merit will cause virtuous 
children to emerge from me.”

Yeshayahu said to him”The decree has 
already been decreed against you.”

Chikiyahu said to him “Son of Amotz, 
cease your prophecy and leave. I have 
received a tradition from the house of my 
father’s father, from King David, Even if a 
sharp sword rests upon a person’s neck, he 

should not prevent himself from praying 
for mercy.”

While previously, Yeshayahu rebuked 
Chizkiyahu for his apparent lack of faith, 
suddenly the tables are turned. Chizkiyahu 
hatches a plan for him to both marry and 
father appropriate children; he will marry 
the prophet’s daughter, and surely this will 
change the fate of his offspring.

But it is Yeshayahu who rejects this 
proposal; he claims that it will make no 
difference and therefore he does not want 
to be any part of this scheme. It is now 
Chizkiyahu’s turn to reprimand Yeshayahu. 
How can you be so certain that my fate 
has been determined? My tradition is that 
fate has never been decided, and we can 
always change it. “Son of Amotz, cease your 
prophecy and leave.” Chizkiyahu teaches 
the prophet that his ancestor, King David, 
bequeathed him a legacy that has been 
passed down through the House of David, 
from king to king. “Even if a sharp sword 
rests upon a person’s neck, he should not 
prevent himself from praying for mercy.”

Yeshayahu can do nothing more but 
leave the palace. And we are left to deci-
pher this somewhat unexpected change in 
tone of the tale.

What is the essence of the argument 
between Yeshayahu and King Chizkiyahu, 
and what can it teach us about the question 
of choosing our children’s genetic makeup?

More on this next time. 
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Amazing stand alone homes in OLD KATAMON, 
TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY. 

Call for more info

In luxurious Saidoff project near Shuk Machne 
Yehuda. 209 sqm on one floor, great views, 
underground parking & storage. Shabbat 
elevator, 24/7 door man, pool & gym. 8.3 mil NIS

New exclusive.  KATAMONIM,  3rd floor, 125 
sqm. Signed Pinui Binui. Will be 170 sqm. 
Price 3,600,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON New apartment. 109 sqm 3 
bedrooms, 2.5 bath underground parking and 
storage, sukka terrace. 4,600,000 NIS

Luxurious penthouse for sale in TALBIYA, over 
300 sqm with private elevator and parking. 
Please call for more info.

Brand new penthouse of 150 sqm on one floor 
with a large 150 sqm terrace in BAKA. Includes 
parking and shabbat elevator estimated 
completion 2023.  8,600,000 NIS 

Magical garden apt for sale in BAKA, 229 sqm 
built cottage with 300 sqm of registered garden. 
Please call for more info.

New apartment: 207 sqm on one floor, balcony 
40 sqm Shabbat elevator. 5 min walk to BAKA 
Price 9,300,000 NIS

In the heart of BAKA, 140 sqm duplex. Great 
views, elevator and shared parking. 
PRICE 4,600,000 NIS !!!!!

150 sqm duplex RENTAL in ABU TOR.  Large 
wrap around garden in an authentic Jerusalem 
home with high ceilings and tons of character.  
11,500 NIS/month. CALL RACHEL : 0525466425

New project going up in OLD KATAMON; apts 
from 60 sqm to 200 sqm are available.  New 
construction.  CALL RACHEL : 0525466425

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

Eta: 054-723-3863  ·  Rachel: 052-546-6425 
etamorrisrealty.co.il 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

FOR SALE EXCLUSIVELY! 
A charming property in the 
Rechavia neighborhood! Located 
in the Wolfson Towers on Diskin 
Street with stunning views.

Gov-Ari Real Estate 
The Key To Your Home 
www.govariestate.com 
govari.fogelman@gmail.com

Asking price - 3,700,000 NIS 
 Agent Fee 2% + VAT

David Fogelman 
072-392-2736

4 room Apartment | 107 SQM | Balcony  
2 Bathrooms | Master Bedroom | First 
floor with elevator and parking
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Fixing Up 
Damage 
From The 
Snowstorm

The snow that covered Jerusalem and its 
environs caused damage to trees, plants, 
and agriculture. What are we allowed to 
do during shemitah to fix the damage?

Snow in Har Bracha, Shomron. Rabbi 
Moshe Bloom, his wife Chava & kids

Trees that bent - A tree that became 
crooked due to the winds or snowfall may 
not be straightened unless it is bent so much 
that it could kill the tree. Another way to 
permit straightening the tree is if it is an 
ornamental tree, and if it grows crooked it 
would no longer fill its purpose as beauti-
fying the area. The heter to straighten trees 
applies only in cases where if left alone 
until after shemitah, it would be impossible 
to straighten it out again and would grow 
permanently in a crooked manner.

Parts of plants that wilted - Parts of 

plants that wilted due to the cold weather 
can be removed for aesthetics but not to 
encourage growth.

Branches that fell or broke - Branches 
that fell due to the snow or wind should not 
be taped together so they will merge again, 
but it is possible to tie the branch so it won’t 
fall any more than it has fallen already. It 
is permissible to saw off the branch. How-
ever, when sawing, do not remove it in 
a precise fashion and location (leave at 
least 20-30 cm from the trunk), since this 
enhances the trunk’s growth.

Plants that were uprooted - If a plant was 
uprooted with its clod of soil (large enough to 
sustain the plant for two weeks), it is possible 
to return the plant to the hole it used to be in.  
If a plant was uprooted without a clod of soil, 
it is forbidden to replant it in its place. It is 
permitted to bring it inside, however, and 
plant it indoors until the end of the shem-
itah year.

Flower plants that fell - A perforated 
flower pot that had been sitting outside, 
and the wind or an animal knocked it over, 
it is possible to put it back in its place. One’s 
intention is not to increase or enhance its 
growth.

Plants taken indoors - While it is gener-
ally prohibited to take plants outside that 
were indoors during shemitah, if plants 
were taken indoors temporarily to protect 
them from the storm, it is permissible to 
bring them outside again. 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         59OU ISRAEL CENTER         57

are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com
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Yoni Gelband
ChashModiin  
Chapter Director

Make Me a  
Mikdash – Today!

In the shul I attended as a child, above 
the Aron Kodesh, there was a picture of a 
Mizbeach and the Passuk “ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי 

 ,This Passuk always left me uneasy .”בתוכם
why does Hashem command us to build 
him one Mikdash if then he implies there 
is more than one (I’ll dwell in them). 

Most of the Mepharshim solve this prob-
lem by saying the word them is talking 
about Bnei Israel and not the Mikdash. 
Once we build Hashem a Mikdash he will 
dwell in us.

I’d like to offer a different answer that 
can also explain why our Parsha includes 
lots of details regarding the Kailim even 
though the Mishna offers the same and 
more details. 

When Hashem commanded us to build 
a Mikdash he wasn’t only talking about 
a physical temple, he wanted all of us to 
build a Mikdash within ourselves. He will 
dwell in each of us if we create that place 
within ourselves that is ready for Hashem’s 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

presence.
The question that remains is how? What 

actions must we complete to feel Hashems 
presence? 

The answer lies in the details of the 
Kilaim, just like the Mikdash each one of 
them represents a spiritual trait we need 
to acquire to become kadosh. 

As an example we will take a look at the 
first Kli, the Mizbeach. The measurements 
of the Mizbeach are mostly halves of num-
bers. This teaches us that we should never 
feel complete, we should always feel as if 
there is what to learn from anybody. 

May we be zoche to build the Mikdash 
within ourselves, so that Hashem can dwell 
in us. Shabbat shalom

Yoni Rosenberg
10th Grade, 
Chashmonaim

Good Intentions
״דבר אל בני ישראל ויקחו לי תרומה״

Speak to the children of Israel that they 
should take for me terumah.

Why does Hashem here say ‘take teru-
mah’ instead of ‘give terumah’?

In Parshat Tzav, Hashem tells Moshe to 
take Aharon and his sons to be Kohanim. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
Call Shimon at 02-652-5060

Fax: 02-65-11-488

Jerusalem CPA firm is looking to hire
a US CPA - part-time M-Th afternoons
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Rashi comments that the word ‘take’ means 
to take him with words, to persuade him to 
accept the position of Kohen. Likewise, in 
Parshat Beha’alotcha Hashem tells Moshe 
to take the Levi’im and purify them for 
their work in the Mishkan. There, Rashi 
again interprets ‘take’ as ‘persuade’. From 
that, we may assume that the word ‘take’ in 
Parshat Terumah also means to persuade 
Bnei Yisroel to give terumah for Hashem’s 
sake, not their own. 

Hashem wanted to let Bnei Yisroel know 
that they are fortunate to be Hashem’s peo-
ple and that the offerings for the Mishkan 
were for Him. Therefore, Moshe had to 
convince Bnei Yisroel to give terumah with 
good intentions, so that they would under-
stand that it is an honor to serve Hashem. 

It was important for Moshe to say take 
instead of give because if he said “ויתנו לי” 
the emphasis would have been on the gift 
instead of their intention. Terumah should 
only be given for the sake of Hashem and 
only given in the way Hashem wanted his 
commandment to be observed. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage
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Trip to Israel
Airfare for 4
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Are you looking for a warm and welcoming English-
speaking retirement community in the heart of Jerusalem?
Beit Tovei Ha’ir offers a superb quality of life for religious seniors, with 
Mehadrin food and facilities, daily shiurim, social events, and in-house 

medical care.

Come and enjoy your  
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City of Gold!

For more information please call
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