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It is a special Zechut to live 
in Eretz Yisrael where the 
words of our Tefillot unfold 
so openly. Jews inside and 
outside the Land of Israel 

make the same request during the Shmo-
nah Esrei of the weekday Amidah, at 
Shacharis, Mincha and Maariv. 
ינּו  ֻלּיוֹתֵֽ גָּ ץ  ְלַקבֵּ ֵנס  א  ְושָׂ נּו  ְלֵחרּותֵֽ גָּדוֹל  ׁשוָֹפר  בְּ ַקע  תְּ

ץ  ְמַקבֵּ ה’  ה  ַאתָּ רּוְך  בָּ ֶרץ:  ָהאָֽ ְנפוֹת  כַּ ע  ֵמַאְרבַּ ַחד  יַֽ נּו  ֒צֵֽ ְוַקבְּ

ָרֵאל ִנְדֵחי ַעּמוֹ ִישְׂ

This past week I had two unique expe-
riences that brought these very words to 
life: the first, at a Shiva, and the second, at 
a Bat Mitzvah. Both involved members of 
the Israeli government. 

On January 10, 2022, Mrs. Aura Herzog, 
mother of President Isaac Bougie Herzog 
and wife to the late Sixth President of 
Israel, Chaim Herzog, passed away at 97. 
In my position at OU Israel I have had the 
honor of working closely with President 
Herzog on many projects and initiatives 
over the years. Representing both OU 
Israel and the OU in New York, I went to 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

be Menachem Avel at the home of the late 
Mrs. Herzog in Herzliya Pituach. I brought 
with me words of condolence from the 
OU, with direct messages from President 
Moishe Bane, EVP Rabbi Moshe Hauer, EVP 
and COO Rabbi Dr. Josh Joseph, and CEO 
and Rabbinic Administrator of OU Kosher, 
Rabbi Menachem Genack. 

After passing through security at the 
gate, I found myself entering a large tent 
filled with visitors who came to pay their 
respects to the President and his siblings. 
While there were many aspects of the 
Shiva that were unique, what stood out 
to me most was the array of people in the 
crowd. Represented among the evening’s 
attendees were Knesset members, minis-
ters, businessmen, many different types of 
Chassidim, Dati Leumi Jews, Charedi Jews, 
secular Jews and TV personalities. 

Truthfully, the diverse crowd should not 
have been surprising. In his role, Presi-
dent Herzog has touched Jews of all types, 
dedicating himself to bringing a sense of 
unity to Am Yisrael and leading with com-
passion for the residents of Eretz Yisrael. 
And it was apparent during that evening. 
Those who came to fulfill the mitzvah of 
Nichum Aveilim clearly held differing 
Hashkafot, likely voted for different gov-
ernment parties, and dressed according to 
their community. And together, we gath-
ered to bring comfort to the President of 
Israel. 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

Deepfelt condolences to
OU Israel Vaad Member

Moshe Kempinski and family
on the passing of  his mother

Yehudit Kempinski a"h
The OU Israel family

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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The following night I was invited to the 
Bat Mitzvah of the daughter of Pnina 
Tamano-Shata, the Minister of Aliyah and 
Integration (Misrad HaAliyah VeHaKlita). 
As the first Ethiopian-born minister in the 
Israeli government, Pnina made Aliyah 
from Ethiopia when she was three years 
old during Mivtza Moshe (Operation 
Moses) in 1984, when approximately 8,000 
Jews emigrated from Ethiopia. Pnina and 
I have much in common, as I made Aliyah 
from America with my family in 1985.

Over the years Pnina and I stayed 
connected and often found ourselves 
reflecting on our shared experiences as 
Olim. We know what it is like to speak 
a different language than those around 
us, to adapt to new ways of life, to make 
new friends and to establish ourselves in 
a foreign land. In moving to Eretz Yisrael 
we adapted and integrated to Israeli life, 
embracing new customs while cherishing 
those from our roots, so that our chil-
dren could grow up and thrive in Israel’s 
borders. 

The Bat Mitzvah was a special event 
with timeless Minhagim, singing and 
dancing dating back generations. Among 
these customs included a wonderful cere-
mony where all spiritual leaders present 
gave a Bracha to the Bat Mitzvah girl. It 
was particularly meaningful to see the 
respect given to Rabbanim / Kaisim and 
the joy that surrounded us all throughout 
the simcha. 

Reflecting on the path I shared with 
Pnina, I took a moment to appreciate that 
we could literally see the impact of our 
efforts in the next generation. The Bat 
Mitzvah girl, an Israeli born and bred, was 

surrounded by her relatives and friends, 
speaking in their native Hebrew tongue, 
and sharing in the joy of the evening. 

And the truth is, Pnina and I were not the 
only Olim at the Bat Mitzvah. Sitting beside 
me were friends who had emigrated from 
Romania, another from Morocco, and look-
ing around the room I’m sure there were 
many other places of origin represented. 
We each held on to our costumes of old, 
likely held different Hashkafot, voted for 
different parties and dressed according to 
our community. And together, we gathered 
to celebrate a momentous occasion in Jew-
ish tradition. 

These two experiences symbolize the 
beauty of Eretz Yisrael. It is a land that is 
made up of Jews from around the world. 
Jews who were once expelled during 
Churban Bait Rishon and Sheini, longing, 
aching and dreaming of one day coming 
home. And here we are, generations later, 
living in a time where we are able to ful-
fill a dream that our ancestors held dear 
for so many millennia. Today, we truly 
feel at home in Eretz Yisrael. And together, 
we continue to live the words we daven.  
ֶרץ.“ ְנפוֹת ָהאָֽ ע כַּ ַחד ֵמַאְרבַּ נּו יַֽ ֒צֵֽ ינּו ְוַקבְּ ֻלּיוֹתֵֽ ץ גָּ א ֵנס ְלַקבֵּ ”ְושָׂ

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat, 

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

Condolences to Dan Kfare and family 
on the passing of  his  
FATHER z"l

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region
We begin a new era in the 

Torah: the Mitzvah era. In the first 86 
verses of the Parsha, there are 51 mitzvot. 
The bulk of the parsha is civil law mitz-
vot. The end of the parsha resumes the 
narrative, describing the impending entry 
into the Land of Israel. Moshe ascends the 
mountain to receive the tablets.

To give some structure to these 51 mitz-
vot, I have introduced each section with a 
heading in bold, indicating the topic of the 
laws that follow.

1st aliya (21:1-19) And these are 
the laws you are to instruct 
them in. The laws of slaves: a 

Jewish slave goes free after working 6 
years. If he chooses, he may extend his 
slavery permanently. The owner or his son 
may marry a female slave. If they choose 
not to, she goes free upon puberty. Physi-
cal assault resulting in death is punishable 
by death; as is assaulting a parent, kidnap-
ping, cursing a parent. For bodily assault 
not resulting in death, payment is made for 
damage, unemployment and medical costs.

Last week’s Parsha ended with the pin-
nacle experience of the revelation at 
Sinai – and the people’s fear in hearing 

KI TEITZEI G-d’s voice. What a contrast, to follow that 
immediately with laws about slavery. And 
assault. Rashi points out that the first word 
of the parsha has a “vav”, “and these are 
the laws”. Even though to us this is a new 
parsha, in the Torah it is the continuation 
of the narrative of Mt. Sinai. We have to ask 
the obvious question; in what way are all 
these civil laws connected to the narrative?

The lengthy sojourn in Egypt had numer-
ous purposes: 1) to allow all the Jewish 
people to experience G-d’s Hand in history, 
2) to allow the entire Jewish people to expe-
rience revelation at Sinai and 3) to teach the 
Jewish people what kind of a society they 
don’t want to emulate. We are journeying 
to a new life, a Jewish society in the Land 
of Israel. We aren’t just leaving Egypt; we 
have a destination. But, that society we are 
going to build – don’t make it like the one 
in Egypt. Leave Egyptian society behind.  
Our Jewish society is to be nothing like 
that society: we are building an anti Egypt 
society. Leave behind its abuse of slaves, its 
flippant disregard for human life (babies in 
the river), its excessive use of physical force 
(the slave master).  

Our Jewish society will respect life, respect 
others, delineate regard for the property of 
others and build a society of goodness and 
justice. So in that regard, it makes perfect 
sense to begin the description of the Jew-
ish society in the very things that Egyptian 
society failed at:  slavery, physical assault, 
property infringement.

2nd aliya (21:20-22:3) Physical 
assault resulting in financial 
payment: assault of slaves, of a 

pregnant woman resulting in a lost preg-
nancy. Assault of a slave resulting in loss of 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

MISHPATIM
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an eye or tooth grants the slave his free-
dom. Damage caused by my property or 
actions:  a goring ox resulting in death of a 
person, death of an animal as a result of a 
pit dug by me, or as a result of my ox goring 
another.  Theft and sale or slaughter of ani-
mals requires restitution of 4 or 5 times the 
value of the loss. In clandestine theft, if the 
thief is killed, the perpetrator is deemed to 
have acted in self-defense. The punishment 
for theft is double the stolen object. 

Besides regard for the dignity of others, 
our society is to be fair. The topic of this 
aliya is not oxen goring oxen; it is people 
taking responsibility for their property.  
If my property damages yours, I take full 
responsibility. People respecting the prop-
erty of others.

3rd aliya (22:4-25) Good neigh-
bors: damage in your property 
must be compensated if done by 

either my grazing animals, or by a fire lit by 
me in my property; laws of compensation 
for loss of your property while being 
guarded or borrowed by me. Laws when 
taking advantage of another: seducing 
an unwed woman, sorcerers put to death.  
If one oppresses the stranger, widow or 
orphan and they call to Me, your wives will 
be widows, children orphans.

Returning to the theme of rejecting the 
norms of Egypt the superpower; power 
does not grant privilege. There are peo-
ple with power. And people without. The 
foreigner, the widow and the orphan have 
no power – they are alone, with no one to 
champion their cause. Do not prey on their 
lack of power. I, says G-d, am the Champion 
of those who have no power. They may 
have no person to turn to. But, they always 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club
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      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  
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have Me. You, with power, who take advan-
tage of those without; you will have Me to 
reckon with.

4th aliya (22:26–23:5) Good citi-
zens: do not curse judges or 
rulers, do not delay obligations, 

nor ally with tricksters to pervert justice, 
nor follow a bad crowd in disputes. Helpful 
neighbors: return a stray animal, help 
unburden a buckled animal even of your 
enemy.

The power imbalance of Egypt that bred 
resentment of those in power is not for us.  
We are them – respect those in power, for 
they serve us. Our society is to be coopera-
tive for the good of us all. And bettering the 
lives of others is not the sole responsibility 
of the government: we all can make the 
lives of others better – initiate the return 
of lost items, unburdening the burdens of 
others.

5th aliya (23:6-19) Justice: do 
not pervert justice – of the poor 
and weak, through lies, through 

bribes and of the foreigner, for you were 
foreigners in Egypt. Man’s limits in G-d’s 
world: work the Land 6 years, leave it for 
the poor in the 7th. Work 6 days, allow rest 
to your workers on the 7th. Observe the 3 
pilgrimage festivals: Pesach, Shavuot, Suk-
kot. Do not appear empty handed.

This detailed listing of what we would 
call civil law concludes with Shmita, Shab-
bat and the holidays. The root of a Jewish 
society is the healthy realization of the lim-
its of man and our partnership with G-d. 
We work; but the Land is His. We employ 
workers; but we are all servants to Him.  
Our agriculture is punctuated by holidays; 
so as to temper our pursuit of wealth for 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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wealth’s sake with an infusion of standing 
before Him.

6th aliya (23:20-25) Journey to 
the Land: I am sending My 
angel to guide you to the Land of 

Israel.  Loyalty to what I say will ensure your 
successful settling of the Land. Don’t wor-
ship idols there; rather serve G-d and you 
will enjoy blessing and health in the Land.

The listing of the mitzvot concludes and 
the narrative picks back up. We are on our 
way to the Land of Israel. Why was the nar-
rative interrupted with the 51 mitzvot? We 
have to remember that we know the story 
of the 40 years in the desert. But they don’t.  
Moshe was told by G-d that He was going 
to take the people out of Egypt, bring them 
to Mt. Sinai. And bring them to the Land of 
Israel. So far they are out of Egypt, been at 
Sinai; now, ready to trek on to the Land of 
Israel. In the minds of the people, the list of 
the mitzvot that constitute a just and kind 
society makes perfect sense. Because in just 
a few months they’ll be setting up a new 
Jewish society in the Land of Israel. After 
hearing those mitzvot, they now know 
in what way it will be a Jewish society – 
according to these kind and just laws.
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7th aliya (23:26-24:18) Your 
opponents in the land will 
cower. I will cause them to leave 

slowly over time so the Land not be deso-
late when you arrive. Do not make a pact 
with the people in the Land; they may not 
dwell with you lest you end up serving 
their gods. Moshe ascended the mountain, 
wrote the words of G-d. He built an altar at 
the foot of the mountain; offerings were 
brought. He read the words of the cove-
nant; the people responded that they will 
fulfill it all. Blood was sprinkled as a cove-
nant. Moshe ascended with Aharon, Nadav 
and Avihu and the 70 elders; they perceived 
sapphire, the purity of the heavens. G-d 
called Moshe up the mountain to give him 
the luchot, the Torah and the Mitzvot. The 
cloud of G-d was on the mountain, the 
vision of G-d like a consuming fire.  Moshe 
was there 40 days and 40 nights.

The last aliya of a parsha gets scant atten-
tion. But this last paragraph? Sapphire, 
vision of purity of the heaven, a cloud and 
fire on the mountain. While we often focus 
on the content of the 10 commandments at 
Sinai, much more attention is given in the 
Torah to the drama of the experience; both 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

(In memory of my father's Yahrzeit Rabbi Yitzchak Yeres z"l- 28 Shevat)
"And he shall bring him to the door, or the doorpost(mezuzah) and his master shall pierce his ear with 

an awl" 21:6
Why the doorpost to pierce the ear, why not by the holy altar or by the person he stole from?
The Kli Yakar (1550-1619-Prague) gives a few reasons.
The man has a choice now to leave being a slave and becoming free. Instead, he is too lazy to take his own 

responsibility and support himself. This can be compared to a prisoner who can escape, and he refuses. His 
ear, therefore, is bored at the exit he refused to take.

Another idea, the doorpost-mezuzah upon which is written to "love Hashem" is used. The slave is claiming 
that he loves his wife and family but will continue to serve a master instead of going free and establishing his 
own household in Israel. He basically is exchanging the love of G-d for his love of his wife and family. What 
better pace, therefore, then to have his ear pierced at the mezuzah. Shabbat Shalom

in Yitro last week and in this description.  
The experience of Sinai is frightening. The 
people felt unsure, frightened, unworthy, 
overwhelmed, confused. They want a close 
and benevolent G-d, but they may very 
well be having second thoughts on seeing 
the power and implications of what a close 
G-d means. 

HAFTORAH YIRMIYAHU 
34:8 - 22; 33:25-26.

In this week’s haftorah, Yirmiyahu 
describes the punishment that would befall 
the Jews because they continued enslaving 
their Hebrew slaves after six years of ser-
vice—transgressing the commandment 
discussed in the beginning of this week’s 
Torah reading.

King Zidkiyahu made a pact with the 
people according to which they would all 
release their Jewish slaves after six years 
of service—as commanded in the Torah. 
Shortly thereafter, the Jews reneged on 
this pact and forced their freed slaves to 
re-enter into service. G-d then dispatched 
Yirmiyahu with a message of rebuke: 
“Therefore, so says the Lord: You have not 
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hearkened to Me to proclaim freedom, 
every one to his brother and every one to 
his neighbor; behold I proclaim freedom to 
you, says the Lord, to the sword, to the pes-
tilence, and to the famine, and I will make 
you an object of horror to all the kingdoms 
of the earth.” The haftorah then vividly 
depicts the destruction and devastation 
that the Jews would experience.

The haftorah concludes with words of 
reassurance: “Just as I would not cancel 
My covenant with the day and night and 
I would not cancel the laws of heaven 
and earth, so too I will not cast away the 
descendents of Jacob... for I will return their 
captivity [to their land] and have mercy on 
them.” 

May the Torah learned from this issue 
be לע"נ and in loving memory of
Harry Grunstein z"l
צבי מאיר בן משה יהונתן ז"ל

א אדר א 
His wife, Tzippy, children and grandchildren,

Grunstein, Slelatt and Henryson families
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Healing  
the Heart  
of Darkness

Jobbik, otherwise known as the 
Movement for a Better Hungary, is an 
ultra-nationalist Hungarian political party 
that has been described as fascist, neo-
Nazi, racist, and antisemitic. It has accused 
Jews of being part of a “cabal of western 
economic interests” attempting to control 
the world: the libel otherwise known as 
the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, a fic-
tion created by members of the Czarist 
secret service in Paris in the late 1890s and 
revealed as a forgery by The Times in 1921.1 

1  Marcin Goettig and Chritian Lowe, 
“Special Report: From Hungary, far-
right party spreads ideology, tactics,” 
Reuters, http://www.reuters.com 

On one occasion the Jobbik party asked for 
a list of all the Jews in the Hungarian gov-
ernment. Disturbingly, in the Hungarian 
parliamentary elections in April 2014 it 
secured over 20 per cent of the votes, mak-
ing it the third largest party.

Until 2012, one of its leading members 
was a politician in his late 20s, Csanad 
Szegedi. Szegedi was a rising star in the 
movement, widely regarded as its future 
leader. Until one day in 2012. That was the 
day Szegedi discovered he was a Jew.

Some of Jobbik’s members had wanted 
to stop his progress and spent time inves-
tigating his background to see whether 
they could find anything that would do 
him damage. What they found was that 
his maternal grandmother was a Jewish 
survivor of Auschwitz. So was his maternal 
grandfather. Half of Szegedi’s family were 
killed during the Holocaust.

Szegedi’s opponents started sharing 
information about Jewish ancestry online. 
Soon Szegedi himself discovered what was 
being said and decided to check whether 
the claims were true. They were. After Aus-
chwitz, his grandparents, once Orthodox 

article/us-europe-farright-special-re-
port-idUSBREA380IU20140409#PUagU6Zv-
CiQtZgD8.99 (accessed December 22, 2015).

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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Jews, had decided to hide their identity 
completely. When his mother was 14, her 
father had told her the secret but ordered 
her not to reveal it to anyone. Szegedi now 
knew the truth about himself.

Szegedi decided to resign from the party 
and find out more about Judaism. He went 
to a local Chabad Rabbi, Slomó Köves, who 
at first thought he was joking. Nonetheless 
he arranged for Szegedi to attend classes 
on Judaism and to come to the synagogue. 
At first, Szegedi says, people were shocked. 
He was treated by some as “a leper.” But 
he persisted. Today he attends synagogue, 
keeps Shabbat, has learned Hebrew, calls 
himself Dovid, and in 2013 underwent cir-
cumcision (with an ultra-Orthodox mohel).

When he first admitted the truth about 
his Jewish ancestry, one of his friends in the 
Jobbik party said, “The best thing would be 
if we shoot you, so you can be buried as 
a pure Hungarian.” Another urged him to 
make a public apology. It was this comment, 
he says, that made him leave the party. “I 
thought, wait a minute, I am supposed to 
apologise for the fact that my family was 
killed at Auschwitz?”2

As the realisation that he was a Jew 
began to change his life, it also transformed 
his understanding of the world. Today, he 
says, his focus as a politician is to defend 
human rights for everyone. “I am aware of 

2  Ofer Aderet, “Former Anti-Semitic 
Hungarian Leader Now Keeps Shabbat,” 
Haaretz, October 21, 2013.
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in the 1890s were the leading centres of 
European civilisation. Yet they were also 
the world’s leaders in antisemitism, Paris 
with the Dreyfus Affair, Vienna with its 
antisemitic mayor, Karl Lueger, whom Hit-
ler later cited as his inspiration.

When we are good we are little lower 
than the angels. When we are bad we 
are lower than the beasts. What makes 
us moral? And what, despite it all, makes 
humanity capable of being so inhumane?

Plato thought that virtue was knowl-
edge. If we know something is wrong, we 
will not do it. All vice is the result of igno-
rance. Teach people the true, the good, 
and the beautiful and they will behave 
well. Aristotle held that virtue was habit, 
learned in childhood till it becomes part of 
our character.

David Hume and Adam Smith, two 
intellectual giants of the Scottish Enlight-
enment, thought that morality came from 
emotion, fellow feeling. Hume said the 
most remarkable feature of human nature 
is the “propensity we have to sympathise 
with others.”4 Adam Smith began his The-
ory of Moral Sentiments with the words, 
“How selfish soever man may be supposed, 
there are evidently some principles in his 
nature, which interest him in the fortune 
of others, and render their happiness nec-
essary to him, though he derives nothing 
from it except the pleasure of seeing it.”5 
Immanuel Kant, the supreme rational-
ist, believed that rationality itself was the 

4  Of Pride and Humility, part I., section 
XI, T 2.1.11.2. 112
5  Theory of Moral Sentiments (Cre-
ateSpace, 2013), 9.  

my responsibility, and I know I will have to 
make it right in the future.”3

Szegedi’s story is not just a curiosity. It 
takes us to the very heart of the strange, 
fraught nature of our existence as moral 
beings. What makes us human is the fact 
that we are rational, reflective, capable of 
thinking things through. We feel empa-
thy and sympathy, and this begins early. 
Even newborn babies cry when they hear 
another child cry. We have mirror neurons 
in the brain that make us wince when we 
see someone else in pain. Homo sapiens is 
the moral animal.

Yet much of human history has been 
a story of violence, oppression, injustice, 
corruption, aggression and war. Nor, histor-
ically, has it made a significant difference 
whether the actors in this story have been 
barbarians or citizens of a high civilisation.

The Greeks of antiquity, masters of art, 
architecture, drama, poetry, philosophy 
and science, wasted themselves on the 
internecine Peloponnesian War between 
Athens and Sparta in the last quarter of 
the fifth century BCE. They never fully 
recovered. It was the end of the golden age 
of Greece. Fin de siècle Paris and Vienna 

3  Dale Hurd, “Crisis of Conscience: 
Anti-Semite Learns He’s a Jew,” Christian 
Broadcasting Network, December 6, 2013, 
http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2013/
August/Crisis-of-Conscience-Anti-Semite-
Learns-Hes-a-Jew/.  

If you are going to Eilat on  
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take a small bag of TT for the community,  
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source of morality. A moral principle is one 
you are willing to prescribe for everyone. 
Therefore, for example, lying cannot be 
moral because you do not wish others to 
lie to you.

All five views have some truth to them, 
and we can find similar sentiments in the 
rabbinic literature. In the spirit of Plato, 
the Sages spoke of the tinok shenishba, 
someone who does wrong because he 
or she was not educated to know what is 
right.6 Maimonides, like Aristotle, thought 
virtue came from repeated practice. 
Halachah creates habits of the heart. The 
Rabbis said that the angels of kindness 
and charity argued for the creation of man 
because we naturally feel for others, as 
Hume and Smith argued. Kant’s principle 
is similar to what the Sages called sevarah, 
“reason.”

But these insights only serve to deepen 
the question. If knowledge, emotion, and 
reason lead us to be moral, why is that that 
humans hate, harm and kill? A full answer 
would take longer than a lifetime, but 
the short answer is simple. We are tribal 
animals. We form ourselves into groups. 
Morality is both cause and consequence of 
this fact. Toward people with whom we are 
or feel ourselves to be related we are capa-
ble of altruism. But toward strangers we 
feel fear, and that fear is capable of turning 
us into monsters.

Morality, in Jonathan Haidt’s phrase, 

6  See Shabbat 68b; Maimonides, Mishneh 
Torah, Hilchot Mamrim 3:3. This certainly 
applies to ritual laws; whether it applies to 
moral ones also may be a moot point.
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binds and blinds.7 It binds us to others in 
a bond of reciprocal altruism. But it also 
blinds us to the humanity of those who stand 
outside that bond. It unites and divides. It 
divides because it unites. Morality turns the 
“I” of self interest into the “We” of the com-
mon good. But the very act of creating an 
“Us” simultaneously creates a “Them,” the 
people not like us. Even the most univer-
salistic of religions, founded on principles 
of love and compassion, have often viewed 
those outside the faith as Satan, the infidel, 
the antichrist, the child of darkness, the 
unredeemed. Large groups of their follow-
ers have committed unspeakable acts of 
brutality in the name of God.

Neither Platonic knowledge nor Adam 
Smith’s moral sense nor Kantian reason has 
cured the heart of darkness in the human 
condition. That is why two sentences blaze 
through today’s parsha like the sun emerg-
ing from behind thick clouds:

You must not mistreat or oppress the 
stranger in any way. Remember, you your-
selves were once strangers in the land of 
Egypt. (Ex. 22:21)

You must not oppress strangers. You 
know what it feels like to be a stranger, for 
you yourselves were once strangers in the 
land of Egypt. (Ex. 23:9)

The great crimes of humanity have been 

7  Jonathan Haidt, The Righteous Mind: 
Why Good People Are Divided by Politics 
and Religion (New York: Pantheon, 2012).

committed against the stranger, the out-
sider, the one-not-like-us. Recognising the 
humanity of the stranger has been the 
historic weak point in most cultures. The 
Greeks saw non-Greeks as barbarians. 
Germans called Jews vermin, lice, a cancer 
in the body of the nation. In Rwanda, Hutus 
called Tutsis inyenzi, cockroaches. Dehu-
manise the other and all the moral forces in 
the world will not save us from evil. Knowl-
edge is silenced, emotion anaesthetised 
and reason perverted. The Nazis convinced 
themselves (and others) that in extermi-
nating the Jews they were performing a 
moral service for the Aryan race.8 Suicide 
bombers are convinced that they are acting 
for the greater glory of God.9 There is such 
a thing as altruistic evil.

That is what makes these two commands 
so significant. The Torah emphasizes the 
point time and again: the Rabbis said that 
the command to love the stranger appears 
thirty-six times in the Torah. Jewish law is 
here confronting directly the fact that care 
for the stranger is not something for which 
we can rely on our normal moral resources 
of knowledge, empathy and rationality. 
Usually we can, but under situations of high 
stress, when we feel our group threatened, 
we cannot. The very inclinations that bring 
out the best in us – our genetic inclination to 

8  See Claudia Koonz, The Nazi Con-
science. Cambridge, MA: Belknap, 2003.
9  See Scott Atran, Talking to the Enemy: 
Faith, Brotherhood, and the (Un)Making of 
Terrorists (New York: Ecco, 2010). The clas-
sic text is Eric Hoffer, The True Believer: 
Thoughts on the Nature of Mass Move-
ments (New York: Harper and Row, 1951).
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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make sacrifices for the sake of kith and kin – 
can also bring out the worst in us when we 
fear the stranger. We are tribal animals and 
we are easily threatened by the members 
of another tribe.

Note that these commands are given 
shortly after the Exodus. Implicit in them 
is a very radical idea indeed. Care for the 
stranger is why the Israelites had to experi-
ence exile and slavery before they could enter 
the Promised Land and build their own soci-
ety and state. You will not succeed in caring 
for the stranger, implies God, until you your-
selves know in your very bones and sinews 
what it feels like to be a stranger. And lest 
you forget, I have already commanded you 
to remind yourselves and your children of 
the taste of affliction and bitterness every 
year on Pesach. Those who forget what it 
feels like to be a stranger, eventually come 
to oppress strangers, and if the children of 
Abraham oppress strangers, why did I make 
them My covenantal partners?

Empathy, sympathy, knowledge, and 
rationality are usually enough to let us live 
at peace with others. But not in hard times. 
Serbs, Croats and Muslims lived peaceably 
together in Bosnia for years. So did Hutus 
and Tutsis in Rwanda. The problem arises 
at times of change and disruption when 

people are anxious and afraid. That is why 
exceptional defences are necessary, which 
is why the Torah speaks of memory and 
history – things that go to the very heart of 
our identity. We have to remember that we 
were once on the other side of the equation. 
We were once strangers: the oppressed, 
the victims. Remembering the Jewish past 
forces us to undergo role reversal. In the 
midst of freedom we have to remind our-
selves of what it feels like to be a slave.

What happened to Csanad, now Dovid, 
Szegedi, was exactly that: role reversal. 
He was a hater who discovered that he 
belonged among the hated. What cured 
him of antisemitism was his role-reversing 
discovery that he was a Jew. That, for him, 
was a life-changing discovery. The Torah 
tells us that the experience of our ancestors 
in Egypt was meant to be life-changing as 
well. Having lived and suffered as strang-
ers, we became the people commanded to 
care for strangers.

The best way of curing antisemitism is to 
get people to experience what it feels like to 
be a Jew. The best way of curing hostility to 
strangers is to remember that we too - from 
someone else’s perspective - are strangers. 
Memory and role-reversal are the most 
powerful resources we have to cure the 
darkness that can sometimes occlude the 
human soul. 

Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Best Listings in Jerusalem and Efrat
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Balcony + Rooftop terrace,
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The source of this week’s haftarah 
is Sefer Yrmiyahu, beginning with 
perek 34 with its final psukim 

taken from perek 33. Although most of the 
text found in nevi’im acharonim is made 
up of the prophecies relayed to the people 
by the fifteen prophetic authors, the section 
from which this haftarah is taken is one 
that retells the prophet’s experiences at that 
time. The story that is related to us is that 
of Yirmiyahu’s divine message given to him 
after the last King of Yehuda, King Tzidki-
yahu, established a brit with the nation – a 
covenant in which they agree to set their 
Hebrew servants free - as our parasha com-
mands. After the people went back on their 
promise and took the freed servants back 
into servitude, Hashem issues His warning 
through His faithful prophet.

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

That warning details the terrible punish-
ment that would befall Israel for her failure 
of observing this mitzvah –actually, the 
very first mitzvah “ben adam lachaveru” 
that the Torah commands. In fact, Rav S. 
R. Hirsch opines that this first mitzvah 
underscores the importance of personal 
freedom, which, if ignored, brings on the 
loss of independence for all – as attested to 
by the threatened punishments. The pun-
ishments, relayed by Yirmiyahu, would 
include war, plague and famine – all of 
which would precede the destruction of 
her cities and, accordingly, the exile and a 
national loss of freedom. 

As is commonly found, the haftarah 
ends with a “gift” granted to us by out Rab-
binic scholars in order close the haftarah 
with encouraging words - two verses that 
are actually “out of order” (because they 
are taken from the preceding perek) that 
leave us on a “happier note” than does the 
message left by the navi.

In retrospect, the haftara’s connection to 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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the parasha would seem clear to all of us 
as it harkens back to the very first mitzvah 
found in the parasha – that of setting free 
all Hebrew servants after six years of ser-
vice. However, HaRav Nobel, in his work on 
the yearly haftarot, suggests that the clos-
ing psukim connect to the haftarah’s “brit”, 
made by the people and subsequently 
broken by them, with the Torah brit at 
Har Sinai in our parasha – also agreed to 
by the nation but, over the years, ignored 
and broken by them. The comfort offered 
by Hashem in those closing verses is that, 
just as the laws of nature, which Rav Nobel 
sees as a form of “brit” Hashem made with 
all His creations, just as these natural laws, 
this “brit”, is eternal and its laws would 
never be broken, so too the nation of Israel 
is eternal and G-d’s relationship with them 
will never be broken.

With this understanding of the message 
left by the navi, generations of suffering 
Jews found solace and hope and, after 
2,000 years could exclaim: “Od lo avda tik-
vateinu”. 

Zoom / Phone Interviews 
jerusalemshadchan613@gmail.com
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 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Avoid 
Stubbornness 

ְ֑וא  )שמות כג:א(   ַ֣מע שָׁ ֖א שֵׁ לֹ֥א ִתשָּׂ

You shall not accept a false report (She-
mos 23:1)

The gemara in Sanhedrin (7b) derives 
from this pasuk that a judge should not 
hear testimony from one party in a dispute, 
absent the other party.  The Rambam (Sefer 
Hamitzvos Lo Ta’ase 281), explains that the 
reasoning behind this prohibition is to pre-
vent a judge from being persuaded by one 
party, without providing the adversarial 
party to present their case.  

Rav Chaim Shmulovitz (Sichas Musar) 
posits that after a judge hears a person’s 
testimony it is more easily accepted and at 
a later date when the other party presents 
their position, it is an uphill battle to con-
vince the judge what he had initially heard 
was in fact incorrect. In other words, we do 
all we can to prevent a judge from forming 
an early, and perhaps immature opinion 
based on half a story (one side’s testimony).  

Even with respect to judges, we fear human 
nature, which tends to lead us to form opin-
ions which are later difficult to change.  

This is not only true with respect to 
judges but affects individuals as well. First 
impressions often form one’s opinion and 
it is then difficult to persuade one to rec-
ognize the truth in a differing view. The 
gemara in Sanhedrin (88b) declares “who 
is worthy of Olam Haba? A modest person 
and one who bows” איזהו בן העולם הבא ענוותן 

 What does bowing add to one who .ושפל ברך
is modest? The Masores Hashas interprets 
this to refer to an individual that is able to 
change his mind. To constantly re-evaluate 
and not stubbornly follow his earlier deci-
sion if it is flawed. The term “bow” relates 
to bowing to his mistakes, he is not afraid to 
change course when proven wrong. 

Stubbornness is a self-defeating charac-
ter trait. It is often difficult for someone to 
admit that their initial reaction or under-
standing was erroneous. They continue to 
justify their position, notwithstanding that 
a neutral observer can clearly decipher 
their false pretense. 

In Sefer Yirmiyahu, (28:15-17) Yirmi-
yahu warns a false prophet Hanania 
ben Azor that he will die within the year, 
which in fact occurs. Hazal tell us that 
he died on Erev Rosh Hashana (the last 
day of the year), but with his last breath 
pleaded with his children not to inform 
anyone of his death until the next day to Refuah Shleima AFS

In memory of  
Shulamit bat Chaim Mordechai Budow a”h 

By her grandchildren
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disprove Yirmiyahu’s prophecy, since they 
would think he died during the following 
year. Imagine, until the very end deceiving 
oneself and trying to deceive others, out 
of stubbornness! Rather than repent he 
wasted his last words on falsity. 

A similar scenario occurs in Sefer Mela-
chim Alef (17:34). After conquering and 
destroying Jericho, Yehoshua warns the 
nation: “cursed be the man before Hashem 
that rises up and builds this city, Jericho; with 
(the loss of) his first-born shall he lay its foun-
dation, and with (the loss of) his youngest son 
shall he erect its gates.” (Yehoshua 6:26). Yet 
in Sefer Melachim, we are told of an indi-
vidual named Chiel who in fact attempts to 
rebuild Jericho. Notwithstanding that his 
eldest son dies as he lays the foundation, he 
continues to build the city, and his children 
continue to perish. Why would someone 
attempt to challenge this decree? Moreover, 
once inflicted in accordance with the decree 
and losing a son, one would expect such an 
individual to admit his mistake and cease 
his activity immediately. Yet, his unfortu-
nate stubbornness led to his demise.  

The pasuk we cited earlier may have 
been addressed to a judge, but it relates 
to each individual as well. We should take 
particular care to not quickly formulate 
opinions and relate to them as the ultimate 
truth. To try to defend a position that we 
know is false to avoid embarrassment. 
We need to be open minded and flexible 
and be able to hear and consider differing 
views and haskafos. Like waze at times 
suggests, we should not be afraid to recal-
culate our path to ensure that we are in fact 
heading in the proper direction and acting 
correctly. 
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Supreme 
Sensitivity

The Torah cautions us in no uncertain 
terms against mistreating a widow or an 
orphan. “Im aneh taaneh oto ki im tzaok 
yitzak eilai shamoa eshma tzaakato.” 
(Shemot 22:22) Notice the dualistic lan-
guage, “if you will surely afflict them”, 
“they will surely cry out to Me, I will surely 
hear”. Why the need for repetition? Hash-
em’s response to such behavior is equally 
unusual, He will display his anger and 
kill the offender so that his wife will be a 
widow and his children orphans, why the 
intensely severe reaction? 

Rav Refael Sorotzkin in Habinah Vehab-
racha, understands the dual expression as 
referring to two different aspects of such 
mistreatment. One element is the actual 
pain and insult caused by the abuser.  The 
other dimension of pain is that there is no 
one to stand up and defend the abused, 
no husband or father to shield and advo-
cate for the widow or orphan who has 
been tormented. This latter pain brings 
the agony and loneliness of their situa-
tion to the fore, exacerbating the hurtful 
reality of widowhood and orphanhood. 
It triggers a deep, core pain, causing the 
widow or orphan acute suffering, thus 
the perpetrator is punished harshly for 

inflicting this double dose of suffering.   
Mipi Sefarim Vesofrim believes the dou-
ble language is referring to an additional 
dimension. When a widow or orphan cries 
out in pain to Hashem in this world, it awak-
ens the spouse or parent in heaven to also 
cry out for the injustice and to implore the 
Heavenly throne to mete out retribution.

It is interesting that the Ramban notes 
that the words “kol almanah veyasom 
lo teanun” (Shemot 22:21) refer to any 
widow, despite her financial status. Even 
if a widow is fiscally secure, she undoubt-
edly feels a sense of loss, is more sensitive 
and must be treated with greater care. Rav 
Grossbard, in Da’at Shraga identifies the 
widow and orphan as part of Hashem’s 
personal “family”. Hashem tells us when 
you celebrate the festivals, I will gladden 
your children as long as you gladden mine. 
Who are Hashem’s closest children? The 
widow, the orphan and the ger. Hence, 
when one insults or inflicts pain on one of 
those belonging to Hashem, His wrath is 
aroused, and the punishment is heavy.

Indeed, to a certain extent we all experi-
ence a sense of fragility and vulnerability. 
Rav Ezrachi in Birkat Mordechai exhorts 
all of us to learn from this injunction how 
careful we must be in our interactions 
with others. None of us really knows what 
struggles and challenges another person 
endures. We must treat everyone with 
extreme care and sensitivity regardless 
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of their status, to measure our words and 
expressions carefully. None of us would 
want to be responsible for someone else’s 
tears and cries of distress to Hashem 
because of the way they were treated.  

Rav Krohn writes a moving essay in 
Step by Step taking this even further. 
When we are in a social setting do we talk 
about topics that may demonstrate a lack 
of sensitivity to someone present? Do we 
talk about the great accomplishments of 
our children and grandchildren when we 
know there is someone sitting amongst us 
who has no nachas from their family? Do 
we dress for a simcha in an overly exqui-
site manner when we know the person 
hosting it can’t afford such clothes? Do we 
fuss over a baby when there is a childless 
couple nearby? Do we gush over a recently 
engaged young woman in the room when 
a mother of several single children is 
standing right there? 

The Torah reminds us that to live as a Jew 
is to live expansively, inclusively, feeling the 
troubles of others, and sharing the burden of 
others. It is what makes us a special nation, 
the super sensitivity that we possess, the 
consideration that we demonstrate to ease 
the difficulties of our brothers and sisters 
who carry heartache and hurt. 
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 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

First Things 
First 

The beloved Rebbe Zusha of Anipoli was 
a tzadik of great spiritual ehrlichkeit and 
sensitivity. Though he and his family lived 
in constant poverty, they constantly sought 
opportunities to assist others generously. 
Years had gone by since the last time the 
Rebbetzin had purchased anything for her-
self, so in advance of Yom Tov, Reb Zusha 
gathered kopek after kopek, finally collect-
ing enough funds in order to purchase 
material for the construction of a new dress 
for his Rebbetzin.

A few days later, word was sent that the 
dress was ready and waiting at the tailor’s 
shop. The Rebbetzin was thrilled. However, 
when she returned from the tailor, she 
appeared crestfallen. “What’s the matter?” 
asked Reb Zusha. “Are you not pleased with 
the new dress?”

The Rebbetzin related the story: As the 
tailor presented her with the finished gar-
ment, he seemed dejected, and let out an 
audible krechtz, a deep sigh. When she 
asked him what the cause of his tzara was, 
the tailor explained that when his future 
son-in-law had seen him toiling over the 

dress, he assumed it was for his bride-to-be. 
The poor tailor didn’t have the heart to tell 
his daughter’s chatan that it wasn’t, and he 
was distressed over his ability to provide a 
dress. “So I took the dress” smiled the Reb-
betzin, shyly, “and gave it to the tailor as a 
gift for the kallah. I’m truly happy that we 
could bring joy to a chosson and kallah… 
but now, I confess, I’m a bit disappointed 
that I won’t have a dress for Yom Tov.”

Reb Zusha thought for a moment and 
asked, “Tell me, my dear, did you pay the 
tailor for his work?” 

“Pay him? I gave him the material you 
bought and gave them the whole dress as 
a gift!”

Reb Zusha explained to his wife: “My 
dear, all week long, this struggling tailor 
has been working for us, investing time 
and effort on your dress. He had no inten-
tion that it would be for his daughter. And 
no doubt he was counting on the parnas-
sah once the job was  finished; who knows 
what he needed that money for? What is 
this poor fellow going to do now? It’s truly 
beautiful and generous that you gave your 
dress to his daughter… but I think we need 
to pay for his hard work, too…”

The Rebbitzin understood her husband’s 
point, and Reb Zusha set out to find a way to 
compensate the tailor for his efforts.

Bearing more than fifty mitzvos, our 
sedra launches a detailed system of 

רפואה שלמה
שלמה בן אסתר

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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interpersonal laws aimed at cultivating a 
just and compassionate society. In Mish-
patim, the Torah lays the framework for 
our obligations toward employees, our 
civil regulations and labor laws, corporate 
ethics, and standards of ehrlichkeit in deal-
ings with clients. This halachic expo forms 
the basis of related mitzvos throughout the 
Torah. For example…

“You shall not withhold the wages of a 
poor or destitute hired worker, (whether 
they are) your brothers or strangers who 
are in your land, within your cities. You 
shall give him his wage on his day and not 
let the sun set over it — for he is poor, and 
he risks his life for it — so that he should 
not cry out to Hashem against you, lest 
there should be sin upon you” (Devarim, 
24:14-15) 

The intricate halachos that flow from 
such sources in Mishpatim aim to ensure 
fair treatment and kavod for every mem-
ber of our community and to protect the 
dignity and wellbeing of every member in 
our communal ecosystem. This includes 
protecting any unsavory characters who 
have degraded themselves and made 
unfortunate life choices, causing damage to 
themselves and others due to negligence or 
immorality, even murderers and thieves, 

rachmana l’tzlan.
Our sedra also includes a variety of laws 

that are bein adam laMakom, belonging to 
the intimate relationship between a person 
and Hashem; for example, laws relating to 
the Kashrus of food. Torah issues a directive 
to not eat neveilos and treifos, flesh from 
wounded animals. The ‘reason’ given is 
Hashem desires that ְהיּון ִלי י־קֶֹדׁש תִּ  you“ ,ְוַאְנשֵׁ
shall be people of holiness to Me” (22:30).

Rebbe Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, zy’a, 
shared a novel interpretation of Hashem’s 
command, expanding the principle beyond 
the dietary laws. Before the Torah instructs 
us to “be holy”, we are commanded to be 
“people” — the term anshei precedes the 
descriptive kodesh. As the Kotzker said, 
Kodem a mench un nach dem heilig, “First 
be a true human being, and only then strive 
for holiness.” 

From properly treating employees and 
merchants and protecting the weakest ele-
ments of our society, to halchos relating to 
our personal relationship with Hashem, 
the goal and path outlined in this week’s 
parsha, it can be argued, is mentchlechkeit. 

May we take a lesson from Reb Zusha 
and live the lessons of our sedra as anshei 
kodesh, true erliche mentchen, holy to 
Hashem — and holy toward one another.  

Rechavia: near Shaarei Chesed, 4-room, 82m, 
balcony, parking, 3,650,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95m, Sukka 
balcony, beautiful panoramic view, Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, 3,290,000 NIS 
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130m, Sukkah 
balcony, elevator, 5,200,000 NIS
Nachlaot: private house, 90m, building rights for 
another 2 floors, 4,500,000 NIS

Meir
Golan

077-2050015
052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net    Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 
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PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Resumes Feb 7:
Monday mornings 10.30-12.30

For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  
or Judy 054-569-0410

(Entrance with GREEN PASS)

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sundays 12:35-1:20pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  
Tuesday afternoons 1:30-3:30
in the OU Israel Center Library
For more details call 02-585-6806

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
In the Heart of Old Katamon - Kaf Tet B’Novemeber 
street - Spacious 90m, 4 room, currently being used 
as a 3 room but can be easily changed back.  
3 exposures, full of light, 2nd floor, private parking spot, 
2.5 bathrooms, large equipped kitchen. 3.4m NIS
Derech Beit Lechem street in Baka - charming 86m, 
3.5 room with a huge kitchen, high 3.8m ceilings 
(high enough to put galleries in the bedrooms). 
Original Arab style decorative floors, two small 
mirpesets, 3 full exposures. 3.19m NIS
Great opportunity in Musrara - 5.5 rooms. 3 bathrooms, 
130m duplex with a 40m garden, private entrance, full of 
charm. Chulada Hanevia street. 4.27m NIS

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm
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Bilingual grant writer to assist with the full grant cycle: 

Research, LOI’s, applications, reporting and ongoing correspondence. 

Produce donor-driven marketing material. 

 Build program proposals, including budgets, measurables and more. 

  

Email your resume to careers@israelrescue.org with job in the subject line
and check out our website for the full description.

https://israelrescue.org/jobs

Looking to advance your career? 
Join a workplace that not only promises growth 

but also supports Israel?

Check out our newest job opening:

Grants Writer

and Help 
Save Lives

Amazing Team o
ur

  

Job is full-time and based at our Jerusalem office
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ALL WINTER HATS,
CAPS, SCARVES

FEB 1-15, 2022
HOURS: WEEKDAYS 14:00 – 18:00

FRIDAY: 10:00 – 13:30

2277%%  ssaallee

31 KING GE ORGE, JER USALEM
02-563-7155

Starting married life?
This should be the only  

fragile thing you worry about...

Dr. Alex Bailey
is a Jerusalem/Modiin-based 
clinical psychologist specializing in 

communication and relationships. He offers a unique, 
practical, 4-part private counseling series to help 
pre-marriage and early-marriage couples improve 
their communication skills, strengthen their bonds, and 
increase the probability of a long-lasting and happy 
relationship. An ideal gift to give any new couple ... or to 
give yourselves!  
DR. BAILEY ALSO SEES COUPLES, FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS AGE 16+ 

alexbaileypsyd@gmail.com   www.alexbaileypsyd.com
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Oaths of 
Jewish 
History 

Parshat Mishpatim lists a comprehensive 
system of monetary laws and the judicial 
protocols which enforce that system. Legal 
oaths are taken under three scenarios: if 
an item was deposited with a watchman 
for safekeeping and became damaged, the 
caretaker or “shomer” must swear about 
its breakage or damage. Secondly, if one 
lone witness verifies a claim, the defen-
dant must swear to his innocence. Finally, a 
defendant who confesses to owing part of a 
monetary claim must swear that he doesn’t 
owe the full amount. 

Legal oaths are meant to both verify 
claims and to deter future lies. Knowing 
that oaths will be imposed deters dishonest 
people from lodging false claims. 

In 1952, The Satmar Rebbe authored a 
strident sefer known as Vayo’el Moshe in 
which he lodges vociferous accusations 
against Zionism. He asserts that the Zion-
ist enterprise violated divine will and that 
the Holocaust was a punishment for these 
historical crimes. Returning to Israel was 
illegal because it violated the famous “three 
oaths”. 

Shir Hashirim details the odyssey of 

Jewish history and the timeless struggle 
to resurrect our lost relationship with 
Hashem. This odyssey is encapsulated in a 
parable about a courtship between a man 
and woman. At three stages in the story, as 
the love between man and woman is about 
to flare, three oaths are imposed “not to 
undermine nor to awaken the love until it 
matures and is desired - אם תעירו ואם תעוררו 

.את האהבה עד שתחפץ
Based upon these three proclamations, 

the gemara in Ketuvot lists three divine 
restrictions incorporated in three oaths: The 
Jews were avowed not to attempt a military 
recovery of Israel, and also were obligated 
not to overthrow the authority of their host 
Gentile countries. The Gentile nations were 
“sworn” not to excessively persecute the 
Jews. To the Satmar Rebbe, Zionism had 
violated the two oaths of the Jews. 

Those who view Zionism as a divine 
intervention, and our return to Israel as 
the launch of redemption must carefully 
consider these oaths and the Satmar Reb-
be’s claims. Here is a brief summary of four 
different responses: 

Are These Oaths Halachic? 
Not every statement in the midrash or 

the gemara is a legally binding regulation. 
Typically, the Rambam and the Shulchan 
Aruch serve as yardsticks to determine 
halachic legality. Neither cites the three 
oaths, raising significant doubt whether 
this gemara should be read as halacha or 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         37

merely as allegory. 
The question of halachic legality is even 

more pressing given the odd nature of 
these oaths. For oaths to be binding they 
must be verbally articulated. These oaths 
were never actually spoken by any human 
being. Furthermore, oaths taken by a par-
ent do not bind a child or a descendant. 
How can ancient oaths, even if they were 
once articulated, legally regulate our 
behavior thousands of years later?

Evidently, these oaths which do not con-
form to halachic oaths are not legal vows 
but rather, establish a framework for an 
ambitious anthropological experiment 
called Jewish history. It is unnatural for an 
indigenous people to live for thousands of 
years severed from their Homeland and 
subject to foreign rule. This situation can 
quickly disintegrate into constant tension, 
belligerence and chaos. Hashem installed 
historical “ground rules’’ to assure a rel-
atively stable Jewish exile.  Jews would 
make peace with their condition rather 
than constantly ferment rebellion or con-
tinually mobilize for military missions. 
In exchange, Gentiles would supportively 
host the Jews and avoid excess persecution 
and discrimination. This was a histori-
cal working arrangement rather than an 
assortment of legally binding oaths. 

Have ‘They ‘ Upheld their Oaths? 
Even if we assume, for the sake of argu-

ment, that these oaths are literal and legal, 
perhaps they are mutually contingent. 
Namely, Jews are bound to their oaths 
as long as the international community 
maintains its oath- not to persecute the 
Jews. Looking back at the past millen-
nia of human history and the endless 
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades

FOR SALE EXCLUSIVELY! 
A charming property in the 
Rechavia neighborhood! 
Located on Diskin Street 
with stunning views.

Gov-Ari Real Estate 
The Key To Your Home 
www.govariestate.com 
govari.fogelman@gmail.com

Asking price - 3,700,000 NIS 
 Agent Fee 2% + VAT

David Fogelman 
072-392-2736

3.5 room Apartment | 107 SQM Balcony  
2 Bathrooms | Master Bedroom | Low 
floor with elevator and parking
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inquisitions, deportations, massacres and 
pogroms- capped off by the horrors of the 
Holocaust, it is evident that their oath has 
been grossly violated. Once that oath has 
been suspended Jews are released from 
their side of the bargain. 

Did we Rebel and Attack Israel? 
Regrettably, our continued survival in 

Israel requires one of the best-trained and 
highest motivated armies in the world. 
Furthermore, serving in the Israeli army is 
an honor we could only dream of for thou-
sands of years. However, we never planned 
this scenario. We had hoped for a peaceful 
resettlement of our people in their Home-
land. We worked through international 
bodies to bring this dream to fruition. Step 
by step we secured declarations, UN reso-
lutions and international support. When 
Arab countries refused to accept us, and 

invaded our fledgling state threatening to 
annihilate us, we were forced to defend 
ourselves. Our return to Israel can hardly 
be portrayed as a “rebellion” or a “military 
grab”. We arrived peacefully on donkeys 
and in boats, hoping for harmony but 
prepared, if need be, to defend ourselves 
militarily. Sadly, we were forced into 
armed conflict. This wasn’t our decision 
nor our initiative. 

Has the “Time” Arrived?
We were sworn not to accelerate the love 

until the love has matured and has become 
“desired”. It appears that Hashem’s love 
for us is ripening right before our eyes! 
Millions of Jews are streaming back home 
in a once-in-history human pilgrimage. 
Arid lands in Israel, which had lain fallow 
and barren for centuries, have bloomed. 
Torah study is proliferating in Israel, and 
radiating from Israel, at levels unseen in 
over 2500 years. Our state has advanced 
exponentially in almost every sector of 
national development. Hashem ‘desires’ 
our affection and now, we are summoned 
to respond with our own signs of love. The 
oaths have expired. 

We patiently wait for Hashem to fulfill 
His ancient promise to our ancestors to 
bring us all home. 

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815

ARNONA- AMAZING 5 BEDROOM  
TOWNHOUSE

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il

5 bedroom townhouse, 166sqm, 
private entrance, easy access,  

fully renovated, 50sqm garden, 
50sqm balcony, nice, airy, full of 

light, serious sellers, attractive price

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA: townhouse, 5 bedrooms, elevator, 2 succa 
balconies, private parking, renovated, storage, huge 
living room and master bedroom, light and green
MALCHA: 4.5 room  garden apartment, private en-
trance, fully renovation, 3 bathrooms, 100m garden, 
storage, parking, amazing view, light, quiet, only 
3,590,000 NIS
ARNONA - new building - 2 bedrooms, Shabbat ele-
vator, parking, amazing view of the Old City, en suite, 
light, a/c, private heating, amazing price 2,190,000nis
BAKA: amazing deal, 3 bedrooms, ground floor, 85m, 2 
balconies, center location, the best price on the market 
only 1,950,000nis
HANOCH ALBAK ST: amazing garden apartment, 3 
bedrooms, easy access, no steps, ensuite, parking, 
storage, renovated, amazing living space with a huge 
garden, attractive
ARNONA - 3 bedrooms,  elevator, parking, storage, a/c, 
private heating, ensuite, balcony, airy, full of light, very 
nice living space, new kitchen, close to Baka

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246



OU ISRAEL CENTER         39



40     TORAH TIDBITS 1453 / MISHPATIM 5782

Removing a 
Roof During 
Shemitah

Regarding plants grown within a 
closed structure, poskim disagree over 
the permissibility of actual planting, but 
generally permit Rabbinically-prohib-
ited labors. The current article considers 
the question of plants that grew, or were 
actually planted, under a roof that was 
subsequently removed. There is a signifi-
cant dispute between two later authorities 
regarding the status of such plants, as well 
as practical applications.

Halachic authorities maintain that a 
potted plant found under an apparent 
temporary roof, such as a camping tent 
which will be removed within a few days, 
is not considered as being within a closed 
structure in regards to shemitah (see 
Mishpetei Eretz 7:4). The dispute between 
Chazon Ish and Rav Auerbach is regarding 
a roof that is structurally permanent but is 
then removed at some later point during 

shemitah, or even afterwards. 
The opinion of the Chazon Ish 
The Chazon Ish (22:6) ruled that in such 

a case of removing a roof, which was con-
structed to remain permanent, the potted 
plants are no longer considered as if they 
grew indoors, and all laws of shemitah per-
tain to them retroactively. Furthermore, if 
the potted plants were actually planted 
during shemitah, it would be equivalent 
to having planted them outdoors and they 
would become prohibited. Accordingly, 
he rules that even during the eighth year 
it would be prohibited to remove the roof, 
since one has then retroactively planted 
on shemitah! The Chazon Ish adds that the 
action of removing the roof is itself consid-
ered a derivative of planting, since it is as if 
the plant is now being newly planted. 

The Chazon Ish also explains that in a 
case where the roof came off by accident, 
such that there was no intention of bene-
fitting the plants, there is no prohibition of 
retroactive planting. However, the plants 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT

Hand and machine

 Whole WheatWhole Wheat
Organic Whole SpeltOrganic Whole Spelt
GF Gluten Free OatGF Gluten Free Oat

Distributed Throughout Eretz Yisroel

Hillel Levin - The Matza Man: www.matzaman.co.il 

Time to order your
Healthful Specialty Shmura Matza

For more details, including hechsherim, email:
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

immediately acquire kedushat shevi’it and 
the prohibition of sefichin applies. 

The opinion of Rav Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach

Rav Auerbach disagrees with numerous 
aspects of the ruling of Chazon Ish (Minchat 
Shlomo 1:41, 3). Consistent with his rulings 
in other areas of hilchot shemitah, that agri-
cultural labor when not done in the normal 
form (e.g. planting seeds or small plants 
in the ground) is a much more lenient 
Rabbinic transgression, Rav Auerbach 
concludes that if such “labor” was done 
without intention to improve the status of 
the plants it is certainly permitted. Since 
the act of removing a roof is not the orig-
inal form of planting, it is therefore only a 
weak prohibition. Perhaps when the inten-
tion is not to improve the plants, removing 
the roof would be permissible. However, it 
would be improper to plant with the full 
intention of subsequently removing the 
roof.

Rav Auerbach rules that in a case where 
one intended to remove the roof during 
shemitah, anything that grew until that 
point does not have the status of shemitah 
produce, i.e. kedushat shevi’it and the pro-
hibition of sefichin.  Only what grew after 
the roof was removed would be consid-
ered produce of an outdoor plant, subject 
to shemitah laws. This would certainly be 
true if the removal happened inadver-
tently. Similarly, he maintained that there 

was no concern in removing the roof in the 
eighth year.

Rav Auerbach adds a very original 
insight. He suggests that if one were to 
remove the roof at night when there is 
no immediate effect from the sun, even 
though the sun will subsequently improve 
the plants, perhaps the removal would 
be permitted lechatchila. Rav Auerbach 
explains that considering the removal of 
the roof is not a primary form of shemitah 
labor, and the effect of the action will only 
take place at a later point, one may plant 
with the intention of removing the roof as 
long as it is done at night.

Practical applications
If the owner of a garden with a roofed 

area wants to remove the covering, accord-
ing to the Chazon Ish it is strictly prohibited. 
According to Rav Shlomo Zalman Auer-
bach, if the owner has no intention to 
benefit the plants, it is permitted. 

If a structure blew down or was 
destroyed after potted plants grew under 
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it, the Chazon Ish ruled that all produce 
of the plants would have shemitah status 
retroactively. Rav Auerbach considered 
all the produce that grew up until that 
point as having no shemitah restrictions. 

According to Rav Auerbach, if one has 
a patio/balcony with a tarp, plastic or 
metal covering and wishes to remove it 
for a period of time throughout the year 
(for airflow or any other reason), it would 
be permitted to plant in potted plants 
intentionally as long as the tarp or roof 
would be removed at night. The Chazon 
Ish would most certainly disagree.

It should be noted that according to 
both opinions, if the roof of a closed struc-
ture is removed and then immediately 
returned, there is no halachic concern 
(see Siach Emunah, Shemitah Veyovel 
1:248).

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

In summary:
• Planting under a temporary closed 

structure which will surely be removed 
(e.g. a camping tent) does not exempt 
potted plants under it from the laws of 
shemitah.

• There is a dispute between the 
Chazon Ish and Rav Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach regarding the halachic 
status of potted plants in a closed struc-
ture after the roof has been removed. 
The Chazon Ish rules stringently.

• If the roof is removed without 
intention to improve the potted plants, 
any produce which already grew 
under them remains exempt from the 
laws of shemitah.

• According to Rav Auerbach, one 
may initially plant in sealed pots in a 
closed structure and then remove the 
cover if the roof will be removed at 
night.

• According to the Chazon Ish, if 
plants were planted in sealed pots 
during shemitah, the roof should not 
be removed even during the eighth 
year. Rav Auerbach is lenient.

• According to all opinions, if a roof 
is removed and returned immediately, 
there is no halachic concern. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, January 25 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur  

was sponsored by Rivka & Jay Shapiro in honor of  
Rabbi Breitowitz who inspires and educates us with every shiur

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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054-527-9356

DIRTY AIR,
DAMP & MOLD
GREEN  
TREATMENT 
EXPERTS

- Corona Cleaning
- Deodorization
- Leak Detection Systems
- Waterproofing
- English + Hebrew Reports
- Working at heights - Insured
- Quality House Painting

QUICK FREE ESTIMATE/
ADVICE :)

Bnei Aliyah
ץ ר א ב ו ה  ר ו ת ב ם  י ב ל ת ש מ ו ם  י ל ו ע
ר ד ס ה ו ה  ה ו ב ג ה  ב י ש י  | ן  ו י צ ב ה  ר ו ת ת  י ב מ

Come and see for yourself!!
052-3885789 הלל ברנשטיין

Seeking to study Torah in an Israeli environment?

שילוב חברתי מלא!

לימוד תורה ברמה גבוהה!

עולים המחפשים
מסגרת ישיבתית )גיל 19(

הכנה לשירות
משמעותי בצבא

פעילות חקלאית ציונית
בגוש עציון

 Studying in Hebrew
with support in English

FOR SALE
TOWNHOUSE NEXT TO PARK HAMESILA

216 M ON FOUR LEVELS
PRIVATE GARDEN AND PARKING

6 BDRMS, 4 BATHS
QUIET, OFF STREET
FOR RENOVATION

NIS 7,300,000

 MAAGALEI YAVNE ST GARDEN APT 
NEXT TO PARK HAMESILA

97 M GROUND FLOOR 
PRIVATE EXIT TO LARGE GARDEN IN USE 

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE, WELL-MAINTAINED
PINUI BINUI IN PLANNING PROCESS (FUTURE 

APT WILL BE APPROX. 150 M)
NIS 3,400,000

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il
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Being truthful, speaking the truth, 
and conducting oneself honestly, 
is one of the fundamental ideas of 

Jewish life.
Our Chazal teach us:
״ֱאֶמת״ הּוא  רּוְך  בָּ דוֹׁש  ַהקָּ ל  שֶׁ  The seal of .חוָֹתמוֹ 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu is truth... (Shabbat 
55a). 

 Indeed our Sedra this week, Parshat 
Mishpatim, introduces us to this very fun-
damental concept:

ְרָח֑ק  תִּ ֶ֖קר  ַבר־שֶׁ  Distance yourself from a-ִמדְּ
word of falsehood...(Shemot 23:7)

Reb Simcha Bunim of Peshischa zy’a 
famously pointed out that for no other trans-
gression does the Torah stipulate to distance 
oneself from the transgression,rather sim-
ply do not transgress! This comes to teach us 
that the attribute of truthfulness is so vital, 
that one must stay far away, and keep dis-
tant from even the appearance of a lie!

In his beautiful commentary on the Chu-
mash, Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski 
ztvk’l asks a fundamental question on this 
verse:

“Just what is meant by ‘Distance yourself? 

It means that one should act in a way that 
there will be no need to lie!...The Talmud 
(Tamid 32a) says that a wise person is one 
who can envision the outcome...Wisdom con-
sists of seeing the long term consequences of 
one’s actions rather than just the immediate 
effects. 

Distancing oneself from falsehood not only 
prevents one from transgressing the prohibi-
tion of lying, but also results in behavior that 
is both ethical and profitable...” (Twerski on 
Chumash,pgs 154-155)

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Horowitz, the 
Patiker Rav, zy’a,  points to the statement 
in the last mishna  in Eduyot, to further 
explain our verse:

“The mishna in Eduyot states: Eliyahu will 
come to make distant those that are close, 
and to bring close those who are distant...

This is an allusion to our verse midvar 
sheker tirchak- since the letters in the word 
sheker (false) are close to one another, while 
the letters in the word for truth-emet- are dis-
tant from one another sequentially. Eliyahu 
will come and push aside, and make distant 
all the falsehood in the world, and bring close- 
bring us all closer to see the ultimate truth....

Yehi Ratzon, may we each merit to strive to 
take to heart each of these beautiful insights, 
and may we soon merit to see the day when 
indeed the world will be free of falsehood, 
and we will all come together to embrace 
the ultimate truth and goodness that the 
world so desperately needs. 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

 CHESED FUND
The Needy Await Your Support

Every day is urgent!
Please send checks to:

“CHESED YITZCHAK VESHAINDEL”
c/o Menachem Persoff

POB 36156 Romema Jerusalem
Bank Transfer? Contact Menachem

menpmp@gmail.com - *Tax benefit *
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

בס"ד

Moshe Keinan

Land Inheritance Company Ltd.
חברת ירושת הארץ בע"מ

mk0522867038@gmail.com
carcaot.com03-5774277/052-2867038

An Israeli company for the purchase 
of private lands in the Tabu

"Because Am Israel have no other land"
Starting at $ 20,000 per dunam

William A. Gerber 
02-6480195 053-654-9598

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Need help in preparing, 
completing, or correctly signing 
and executing your important 
legal or business documents for 
use in New York State or other 
American jurisdictions?
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Michal Silverstein, MSc
Dear M.L.
The teenage years are not 

only a time of adjustment 
for teenagers but also for 

parents. As teenagers gain independence 
and explore different parts of themselves, 
parents also have to switch gears. They 
must start to accept that their child is in 
the process of becoming an adult. Although 
intellectually this is obvious, it’s more diffi-
cult to emotionally internalize this fact. This 
means that you have less control over your 
child and their decisions. Having said that, 
a 15 year old is definitely not an adult yet 
which means that parents still have a very 
important role to fulfill. Knowing exactly 
how much to guide and enforce, and how 
much to take a step back can be compli-
cated, becoming somewhat of a dance.

Most likely, telling your teen that you don’t 
like her friends and to drop them, will not 
go over well. However, there are ways to 
broach this subject in an effective manner.

Noticing things about your child is import-
ant even if it’s something that you don’t 
necessarily agree with. It’s important for 
teens to be seen by their parents. You can 
tell your child that you notice that she’s 
hanging around with some new friends. 
Maybe these friends make her feel like she’s 
part of a group and accept her? Maybe they 
understand her? Usually, the people who we 
surround ourselves with serve a purpose in 
some way. You may ask what she likes about 
them? Or what do they do together? Teen-
agers don’t always want to share, especially 
if they’re feeling judged, but the more you 
take interest even if it’s not reciprocated, the 
better. Try to be curious rather than judg-
mental. The more you invest in your new 
parent-teen relationship the more your 
child will feel comfortable confiding in you 
or asking for your advice. 

In addition, you can still tell your teen 
what you expect and coordinate expecta-
tions. You may want to adjust her curfew 
to half an hour later and see if she can con-
sistently follow through. Same goes for the 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting,
Our 15 year old daughter has 

become friends with girls who we 
think are a “bad influence”, as she 
started coming home past curfew and 
not dressing to our tzniut standards. 
We want her to distance herself from 
them. Any advice on how we could 
influence her? M.L.

YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT  
IN ISRAEL
Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345
Refuah Shleima:

Martha Bat Masha

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel
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dress code. She may decide to dress differ-
ently than the rest of the family, all part of 
exploring herself. Whenever you can be 
flexible and avoid a battle the better. How-
ever, If there are things that directly conflict 
with your core values you must draw the 
line and say that you expect her to respect 
and follow your rules. 

The teenage brain grows at a rapid pace, 
and although they can be very intelligent, 
their ability to make good judgements and 
decisions and control impulses are limited. 
This is all due to the not fully developed 
frontal lobe. Although this objective fact is 
even more distressing to parents, it actually 
should be validating. Many teenagers go 
through a certain amount of experimenting, 
making mistakes which is a normal process 
of becoming an adult. Some teenagers come 
in conflict with their parents on a regular 
basis while others seem to breeze through 
this stage. It depends upon your child’s per-
sonality and your dynamic with this child. 

Having said that, parents should keep 
their eye on their teenager for any signs of 
distress. Major changes in eating and sleep-
ing habits, extreme mood changes, social 
isolation and slipping grades are a cause 
for concern. If a parent suspects that their 
child is in distress and is suffering from a 

Feel free to send in any parenting  
questions you may have to  
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).

Michal Silverstein has a MS in educational 
psychology and counseling. She facilitates 
parenting workshops in and around Jerusa-
lem and maintains a private practice.

mental health issue such as anxiety and 
depression, they should reach out to a men-
tal health professional. In addition to the 
normative teenage angst, the Corona pan-
demic has contributed to higher incidence 
of mental health disorders and addictions 
caused by interrupted school schedules and 
social isolation. 

Being a parent to a teenager comes with 
its challenges. It’s especially difficult if your 
teenager makes decisions which you do not 
agree with and can not really control. Unless 
her choices are dangerous, or risky, such as 
smoking, drinking, etc… try to be flexible, 
allowing her to assert herself and become 
more independent. Take comfort that this 
process is normal. Having open honest 
communication and building a mutual 
respectful relationship will help navigate 
this turbulent time. 

PROFESSIONAL  
TRANSLATION SERVICES 

Hebrew-English and English-Hebrew: 
Sermons, documents, cvs, articles, 
prenuptial agreements, memoirs,  

Jewish Studies, and more.
GREAT RATES! 

Contact Sara: 
Rhondassb@gmail.com

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

1. Beyond My Own Bundle: The eminent 
great-grandfather of the Rav, Rabbi Yosef 
Dov Halevi Soloveitchik was intrigued by 
the fact that the Ten Commandments were 
given in the singular form. If this is the case, 
why then did the response not also come in 
the singular form?

The well known celebrated reply of 
Na’aseh Ve’nishma (We will do and We will 
hear) is in the plural. Why? The Beit Halevi 
cites a midrash (Tanchuma Tetzaveh) which 
states that in response to the people’s two 
words, Na’aseh Ve’nishma, two angels were 
sent to each Jew; one that crowned him and 
the other that armed him. One crown was 
given because they had agreed to undertake 
a personal observance of the law. The sec-
ond angel that armed the Jew was awarded 
as a blessing for taking responsibility for 
helping fellow Jews who would be far less 
engaged in a committed life. This loyalty to 
others requires strength and exertion. (Beit 
Halevi, Parshat Mishpatim, first dvar Torah 
on the parsha)

2. Torah Lishmah: The Beit Halevi offers 
an insight regarding the phrase Na’aseh 
Ve’nishma that captures an abiding principle 

of the Brisk and Soloveitchik family. The 
classic question, which has perplexed sages 
for centuries is the apparent incongruity 
in first stating a commitment to observing 
(Na’aseh) before one has yet to learn about 
and understand the obligations (Ve’nishma). 
It would be more logical, it seems, that the 
order be flipped - nishmah ve’naaseh. The 
Beit Halevi answers that it was pronounced 
in this order to reflect a basic principle 
regarding Torah study. We do not study 
Torah in order to fulfill the commandments. 
Judaism introduced the revolutionary idea 
of Torah Lishma. We learn as an ideal. Torah 
study is an end in itself. Torah is not merely 
a means to attain the knowledge necessary 
to perform the mitzvot. Torah study is a 
mitzvah that is an objective in its own right. 
(Beit Halevi, Mishpatim, first dvar Torah on 
the parsha)

3. Ratzon Elyon: The Rav addressed the 
deeper meaning behind the immortal 
words, Na’aseh Ve’nishma. He is perplexed 
by the issue of how the Children of Israel 
could pledge unconditional commitment 
without prior deliberation and critical judg-
ment. Do we not place utmost weight on 

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik zt"l: 
10 Insights on the  
10 Commandments, Part 2
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critical evaluation? What they did seemed 
rash and unwise. The Rav, employing the 
language of the Kabbalah, answered that 
there are two kinds of decision making: 
Ratzon Tachton (practical will) and Rat-
zon Elyon (intuitive will). (See first Rebbe 
of Chabad’s Torah Ohr, Parashat Vayakhel, 
dibur Hamatchil Vayahel Moshe, daf 87). 
We make many decisions using the intel-
lect. We weigh pros and cons and come to 
conclusions. However, there are decisions 
that are more spontaneous, not necessarily 
affected by pragmatic considerations. This is 
the Ratzon Elyon, in which one bursts forth 
with fervor and emotional intensity. These 
decisions can change the course of one’s life. 
The Kabbalists taught that the ratzon elyon 
belongs to the Keter Elyon (the crown, the 
highest sefirah). The crown sits on the top of 
the head; it towers over the intellect. It starts 
with an awareness of the world, but leaps 
beyond it. Hence, the Jews acceptance of the 
Torah embodied the most elevated method 
to accept the Divine Will. (Reflections of the 
Rav, pp. 89- 92)

4. Yes,Yes! : Rashi, quoting the Mechilta 
teaches that the Jewish people responded 
to each positive commandment with a pos-
itive affirmation ,“yea”, and responded to 
each negative commandment with a “nay.” 
The Rav noted that Rashi did not cite the 
opposing position of Rabbi Akiva who says 
that just as the positive commandments 
were received by a “yea,” so too the negative 
commandments. This seems at first glance 
to be a trivial difference. However there is 
a profound difference. It comes down to 
the motivation for mitzvot. The response of 
“yea” and “nay” suggest that there is an inner 
urge to act in harmony with the command. 

Yes, I agree with the positive and I affirm, 
by saying “nay” that I am in agreement with 
it’s content. In contrast the answer of “yea” 
to all the commandments, even the nega-
tive, suggests a surrender and commitment 
to the mitzvot even when one is unable to 
comprehend their meaning.  The Rav stated 
that he preferred Rabbi Akiva’s position, the 
approach not cited in Rashi. The notion of 
metzuveh ve’oseh, fullfling a mitzvah out of a 
sense of commandendness is the most inte-
gral aspect of Torah observance. (Chumash 
Mesoras Harav, Shemot, pp. 438-441)

5. Broadcast to the World: Why is the epic 
event of Revelation placed within the context 
of the episode of Yitro’s visit with Moshe? ” 
Yitro came and said, “Blessed be the Lord, 
who has delivered you out of the hands of 
Egypt…” (Shemot 18:10). The Talmud (San-
hedrin 94a) lavishes praise on him. Yitro 
represents the potential of Torah and Divine 
wisdom to inspire the world at large. The 
Jewish people are a mamlechet kohanim, a 
community of priests who teach by practic-
ing the morality and ethics of Judaism, “This 
is why the story of Yitro was placed in the 
Torah just before the story of matan Torah. 
Because there was a man like Yitro, the whole 
character of matan Torah assumed cosmic 
proportions and universal significance.” A 
time will come when “mankind will be ready 
to practice the Torah and to recognize God 
as “King over the whole earth.”” (Vision and 
Leadership, p. 102-107) 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

The other problem that occurs when 
you extract hot water from the tank is that 
cold water rushes into the tank to take its 
place and mixes in with the remaining hot 
water. The systems are designed in such a 
manner that the cold water enters on the 
bottom, whereas the hot water (due to the 
physical properties of heat rising and hot 
water being less dense than cold water) 
for the most part stays on top and does not 
fully heat the cold water below. However, it 
can be assumed that if the hot water is hot 
enough, at least a small amount of the cold 
water will reach the forbidden level of yad 
soledet bo (113°F, 45°C). Even in this case, 
there is some amount of leniency in that 
you do not place the cold water in the hot 
water tank but it goes in based on proper-
ties of physics after you open up your tap 
(see Yabia Omer IV, Orach Chayim 35). 
However, at least under normal circum-
stances, it is forbidden to remove water 
from a hot-water tank (Shemirat Shabbat 
K’hilchata 1:39). If you were referring to a 
tank that had only solar-heated hot water 
in it, then this would very likely be permit-
ted (see the famous leniency and its partial 
withdrawal in Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata 
(ed. I, 1:31, and ed. II 1:45), as water heated 
by the sun is not fundamentally deemed to 
cook other things (Shabbat 39a). But, here 
too, we will be brief because this is not your 
case.

There are several practical ways to 

Using  
Hot Water  
on Shabbat 

Question: May I use my hot water on 
Shabbat since I have the boiler on a timer 
to go on every morning before I wake up? 
(My hands are arthritic; in the winter it 
is hard to wash with cold water.)  If this 
arrangement is unacceptable, please sug-
gest a permitted one.  

Answer: There are two problems with 
extracting hot water from the faucet when 
the water is heated by an electric boiler. 
One is that it will cause the thermostat to 
heat water sooner than it would have had 
you not used it. This is a problem in terms 
of connecting an electric circuit, and, more 
importantly, that a glowing filament or a 
gas flame will go on, as well as cold water 
being heated in the process. All of the lat-
ter involve Torah-level Shabbat melachot. 
It is a complicated question whether there 
is a Torah-level violation for the person 
who takes out the water, as the normally 
delayed reaction makes it likely that it is 
a form of gerama (indirect causation). We 
will not go further into this interesting 
question because you describe your system 
as off when you want to use it, until the end 
of Shabbat.
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 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

obtain lukewarm water. One is to not have 
the heating system go on on Shabbat and 
prepare things before Shabbat so that the 
water left in the tank does not heat the 
incoming cold water to yad soledet bo. 
Based on the physics discussed above, if 
you remove a nice amount of hot water 
before Shabbat after shutting off the heat-
ing system, the incoming water will not 
come in contact with hot water (Shemirat 
Shabbat K’hilchata ed. I, ibid.). 

Another way to have warm water is to 
use a different source of hot water. If you 
remove hot water from a Shabbat urn, 
you can use it to create warm water in a 
container in two different ways. Many are 
used to using an extra cup in order to have 
a kli shlishi in which they put their tea, as 
many poskim (see Igrot Moshe, OC IV:74.15; 
Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata 1:57 is slightly 
more stringent) posit that kli shilishi does 
not cook even kalei habishul (easily cooked 
food). However, regarding water, all agree 
that it is permitted to put it into a kli sheini 
(Shabbat 40b; Shulchan Aruch, Orach 
Chayim 318:13), so that the extra cup is 
unnecessary. (Just as when making tea, 
one should make sure that there is not a 
small amount of (never heated) water in 

the cup before pouring into the kli sheini 
(Igrot Moshe ibid. 19).

If there is a nice amount of cold water in 
a cup one can pour in a small amount of hot 
water if the resulting mixture will clearly 
be less hot than yad soledet bo (Rama, OC 
318:12; Mishna Berura ad loc. 84). This is 
a good idea only if one is confident he will 
remember to be careful about the amount. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom 
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe 
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources, 
methodology, and considerations behind 
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.
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שים שלום
This past Shabbos I was privileged to tap 

into a very special experience. In our house, 
we have a tradition that whoever is in bidud 
(isolation) or has Corona joins in the Shab-
bos meal from the top of the stairs. This way, 
they are far enough away so that they do 
not spread germs, but close enough to feel 
part of the Shabbos experience. This week 
it was my turn. Sitting on top of the stairs 
and looking down at my family from above, 
I felt an overpouring of emotion. I looked at 
each child and was filled with pride. I noticed 
all the details – their sweetness, their eager-
ness to help, their singing, their happiness. 
(what I didn’t notice was the kid who ran 
away from the table or the bickering on the 
side – the distance helped to put that out of 
my view) And I was blown away. And I was 
filled with an intense prayer that this good-
ness should only continue forever. 

It hit me that this experience could help 
us to understand the bracha of שים שלום.

-is the very last bracha of Shem שים שלום
oneh Esrei and the end of the third section, 
which we explained previously is the sec-
tion in which we take leave of Hashem with 
the hope that our relationship has been 
enhanced through our Tefilla.

It’s strange though because on the surface 
level, it appears like שים שלום is a shopping 
list of requests and should really belong in 

the middle section of בקשות. 
ינּו ְוַעל־ ים, ָעלֵֽ ֲחמִֽ ֶסד ְורַֽ ן ָוחֶֽ ה, חֵֽ ה ּוְבָרכָֽ ֽלוֹם טוֹבָֽ ׂים שָׁ שִֽ

י  כִּֽ יָך,  נֶֽ פָּ ֽאוֹר  בְּ ד  ֶאחָֽ כְּ נּו  לָּֽ כֻּ ינּו  ָאבִֽ נּו  ְרכֵֽ בָּֽ ָך.  ַעמֶּֽ ל  כׇּל־ִיְשָׂראֵֽ
ֶסד,  חֶֽ ֲהַבת  ְואַֽ ים  ַחיִּֽ ת  ּתוֹרַֽ ֱאלֹקינּו  ה'  נּו  לָּֽ תָּ  ָנתַֽ יָך  נֶֽ ְבֽאוֹר־פָּ

ְלָבֵרְך  ֵעיֶניָך  בְּ ְוטוב  ֽלוֹם.  ְושָׁ ים  ְוַחיִּֽ ים  ֲחמִֽ ְורַֽ ה  ּוְבָרכָֽ ה  ּוְצָדקָֽ

ֽרּוְך  בָּ לוֶמָך:  שְׁ בִּ ָעה  ּוְבָכל שָׁ ֵעת  ָכל  בְּ ִישָרֵאל  ָך  ַעמְּ ל  כָּ ֶאת 

ֽלוֹם. שָּׁ ל בַּ וֹ ִיְשָׂראֵֽ ְך ֶאת־ַעמּֽ ְמָברֵֽ ה ה', הַֽ ַאתָּֽ

Bestow peace, goodness and blessing, life, 
graciousness, kindness and mercy, upon us 
and upon all Your people Israel. Bless us, our 
Father, all of us as one, with the light of Your 
countenance. For by the light of Your coun-
tenance You gave us, Hashem our Gd, the 
Torah of life and loving-kindness, righteous-
ness, blessing, mercy, life and peace. May it 
be favorable in Your eyes to bless Your peo-
ple Israel, at all times and at every moment, 
with Your peace. Blessed are You Hashem, 
who blesses His people Israel with peace. 

Here, we seemingly ask Hashem for 
peace, goodness, blessing, life, gracious-
ness, kindness, and mercy. This seems the 
epitome of a request bracha. Why is this 
a fitting bracha to end off the Shemoneh 
Esrei with?

Rabbi Yisroel Shlomo Goldfinger writes 
in his book תהילות ישראל that in this bracha, 
we are not making a request, but rather 
expressing our desire to come closer to 
Hashem. Like we wrote regarding the 
brachot of רצה and מודים, we are express-
ing our sincere hope that our Shemoneh 
Esrei has not only succeeded in getting our 
requests granted, but more importantly 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative
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that it has succeeded in creating a real 
and genuine relationship between us and 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu. 

In this bracha, we are expressing to 
Hashem that our requests be answered 
not just in a technical way, but in a way 
that creates a connection between us. 
We hope that Hashem will grant us our 
requests with love and mercy, peace and 
goodness, bringing us even closer than we 
were before. 

Going back to my personal story at the 
beginning of this article, it is our hope 
that Hashem will look down at us and 
see us through the lens of ,ה ה ּוְבָרכָֽ ֽלוֹם טוֹבָֽ  שָׁ

ים ֲחמִֽ ְורַֽ ֶסד  ן ָוחֶֽ  ,That when He looks at us .חֵֽ
all He will see is goodness and a feeling 
of pride and love. Through this פניך  ,אור 
special glow radiating from Hashem, He 
will be then overwhelmed with a desire 

OU ISRAEL CENTER         47

CYBERSECURITY

CYBERSECURITY

PROGRAM

PROGRAM

Our graduates work with
international companies, including: To apply, & for more information, contact our representative 

for Israel, US, UK, & Europe: 

Mrs. D. Erlanger           DETzomet@gmail.com           +972-52-646-0298

CAREERS

CAREERS

WE PARTNER WITH

INTERNATIONAL

CYBERSECURITY

COMPANIES TO GIVE

OUR STUDENTS HANDS-

ON EXPERIENCE

THROUGH OFFICE-

BASED AND REMOTE

INTERNSHIPS.

Launch your cybersecurity 

career with Tzomet's 

NETWORKING
LINUX FUNDAMENTALS
SCRIPTING
THREAT VECTORS
MONITORING & HACKING
TOOLS
RISK MANAGEMENT

AND MORE!

JOIN OUR INTERACTIVE, 

LIVE ONLINE,  INTENSIVE 1-YEAR

CYBERSECURITY COURSE!

LEARN IN-DEPTH EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO GAIN

NTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION

ONE-ON-ONE CAREER 
CONSULTATIONS

 
RESUME / CV 

DEVELOPMENT
 

INTERVIEW WORKSHOP
 

JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE

UPON COMPLETION

OF COURSE, TZOMET

PROVIDES:

W W W . T Z O M E T C O U N S E L I N G . C O M

FRUM LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS WITH SIMULTANEOUS RESPONSIBILITIES 
(EG. FAMILY/WORK/YESHIVA) LOOKING FOR A HIGH STANDARD, FLEXIBLE CAREER OPPORTUNITY.

בס"ד

R

E

G

I

S

T

R

A

T

I

O

N

 

O

P

E

N

!

C

O

U

R

S

E

 

B

E

G

I

N

S

F

E

B

R

U

A

R

Y

 

2

0

2

1

to bestow upon us all the goodness in the 
world. Not because we made a request 
and now He is going to fill those requests 
in a very technical way, but because He is 
overcome with love for us and sees us in 
such a positive light that He only wants to 
continue that goodness forever. ֵעיֶניָך  ְוטוב בְּ

לוֶמָך שְׁ ָעה בִּ ָכל ֵעת ּוְבָכל שָׁ ָך ִישָרֵאל בְּ ל ַעמְּ  ְלָבֵרְך ֶאת כָּ
– that it will be good in His eyes to just con-
tinue showering bracha upon us at every 
given moment.

This is indeed the most fitting way to 
close our Shemoneh Esrei, a Tefilla which 
when done properly, will bring us infinitely 
close to our Creator.

Editor’s Note – For honesty sake, it’s only 
fair to say that the angelic experience of 
Friday night did not necessarily continue 
through the rest of Shabbos, but it was a 
great moment even if only temporary….  
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 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

Keep Far 
Away From 
Falsehood

I am in the middle of preparing a lecture 
to be given at a course on ethics in the care 
of the elderly at Herzog College this coming 
month. The topic of the lecture relates to 
the complex and controversial use of “ ther-
apeutic lies” in dementia care. This is the 
practice of deliberately deceiving patients 
for reasons considered in their best inter-
est.  I will look at these questions from the 
health care literature but also from the 
Torah’s perspective. So the verse in this 
week’s portion related to telling the truth 
“keep far away from falsehood – midvar 
sheker tirchak” (23:7) caught my eye. 

The Zedah La-derech comments on the 
unusual way this verse is worded- “keep far 
away” saying that the wording “ makes it 
seem that there is no transgression more 
serious and widespread than falsehood”.  
It’s not enough not to tell a lie – we are 
instructed to try to stay far away from lies. 
This is in contrast to another verse which 
also prohibits falsehood, “deal not falsely 
with each other – Lo tshakaru ish B’amito 
“(Vayikra  19:12). The verse in Vayikra is a 
negative command, while the verse in our 
portion is positive and demands much more 

– that we “ keep far away” requesting an 
extreme care in refraining from anything 
that might come near to being an untruth, 
even if it is not obviously dishonest.  

Nechama Leibowitz explains the differ-
ence in the wording between these two 
verses that talk about falsehood in relation 
to the context where we find them placed 
in the Torah. The verse in our portion 
occurs in a judicial context. The verse right 
before states “Do not pervert justice…”. The 
verse in Vayikra, is found in the portion of 
Kedoshim, and refers to falsehood in all 
spheres of life. 

We all know that we must not lie, but 
the Rabbis describe instances in life when 
peace is more important than telling the 
whole truth. They learn this concept from 
examples that are brought in Torah. This 
includes: God’s leaving out some of Sara’s 
words (about Abraham being old) when He 
relates them to  Avraham( Bereshit 18:12), 
Yosef’s brother’s relating words in the name 
of their father that we never heard said “ for-
give…the transgression of your brethren…” 
(Bereshit 50;16-17) and Aharon’s policy of 
going out of his way to reconcile people who 
were fighting amongst themselves by tell-
ing each side separately that the other side 
wants to make up with them(Avot DeRabbi 
Nathan 12). 

But all the above examples are very 
different from court procedures and the 
administration of justice which our verse 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
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10 year 2.75%
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Purchase / Refinance Rates 
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RATES at 
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refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.

relates to. Here the Torah demands the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth: 
“keep far from a false matter – mdvar 
sheker tirchak!” Nechama Leibowitz brings 
five different examples brought in the Tal-
mud of how far the judges, plaintiffs and 
witnesses, must go to keep away from false-
hood in court. One such example is that if a 
judge knows or feels that a case is crooked 
(i.e he sees that the witnesses are not act-
ing in good faith but he can’t prove it) he 
shouldn’t rule in such a case and should 
stand down.

 May we have courts today that stay away 
from falsehood.

 RECIPE

Since we talked this week about false-
hoods, this week’s recipe is for mock 
chopped liver. It might taste and look like 
liver, but it really isn’t – it just deceives us.

MOCK CHOPPED LIVER

• 2 tablespoons oil
• 2 onions, sliced
• 5 eggs, hard boiled and peeled
• 1 can peas, drained
• 1/2 can green beans, drained
• 3/4 teaspoon salt
• 1/2 cup ground walnuts

Sauté the onions for about 20-25 min, till 
soft and golden. Blend the hardboiled eggs, 
peas, green beans and onions together till 
creamy. Add the salt and ground walnuts 
and mix till it looks like chopped liver. 

Refuah Shleima:
נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Shevat 
Shemitah 
Updates, Part 2

Vegetables
Any vegetables harvested during the 

shemitah year has kedushat shevi’it. This 
is true also for any herbs or tea leaves we 
pick in our gardens and for the vegetables 
available in the marketplace (unless heter 
mechirah was employed). For this reason, 
it is extremely important at this time of 
year to make sure you buy vegetables with 
kashrut certification. It is best to make an 
effort to consume otzar beit din produce 
that has kedushat shevi’it. We are now in 
the middle of the winter and many vegeta-
bles were planted during shemitah, which 
means that they are forbidden to eat due 
to the sefichin prohibition unless a suitable 
shemitah solution was employed. 

There are a few exceptions: Sweet potato, 
butternut squash, pumpkin, horseradish, 
and arum.  

Note that many legumes are not gener-
ally grown commercially in Israel and are 
imported, so shemitah laws do not pertain 
to them. These include rice, dry beans, soy-
beans, and lentils. 

We are currently at the stage of the year 
where even hard vegetables (up until now 

were sixth-year), are now starting to reach 
the market as shemitah produce. Soon pota-
toes and onions harvested during shemitah 
will arrive in the marketplace.

Flowers
At this point of the year, a significant 

portion of the flowers sold in the market-
place were planted during the shemitah 
year. For this reason, it is important to buy 
flowers only from vendors with kashrut 
certification. 

For perennial flowers, there is less rea-
son for concern; for these flowers there is 
room to be lenient and buy them even with-
out supervision. 

To the best of our knowledge, the follow-
ing vendors have kashrut supervision:

Otzar Ha’aretz flowers - sold at Otzar 
Ha’aretz stores at the end of the week.

 Zer4u - Supervision of the Lev HaSharon 
rabbinate through heter mechirah.

 Teva Vaferach flower store - certifica-
tion of Rabbi Efrati.

There are also other stores with Rabbi 
Efrati’s certification all over the country. 
Only flowers marked with a hologram of 
Rabbi Efrati’s certification are supervised.

Important: There are flower vendors 
without kashrut certification that pres-
ent heter mechirah certificates that they 
received from flower growers. This does 
not guarantee that all of the flowers at 
their stand were purchased from these 
growers. 
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Real Life Rescues 
A Lifesaving Lawyer and  
Caring For Another’s Family
Yisrael Vaknin is a trial lawyer who lives in the city of Elad with his wife and seven children. In 
addition to working in courts, often in Petach Tikvah, he is a United Hatzalah volunteer EMT 
and ambucyclist. Last year, Yisrael was standing in court representing his client when a call 
came on his communication device alerting him to an emergency in an adjacent courtroom.

Apologizing to the judge, Yisrael grabbed his medical kit and raced to the other courtroom, 
where a man was acting in a confused and abnormal manner. Taking the man’s vital signs, 
Yisrael realized that he was suffering a hypoglycemic incident. The medic immediately gave 
him oral Glucogel to ease his symptoms. After the man’s condition stabilized and other first 
responders arrived to take over the man’s care, Yisrael headed back to his courtroom to 
continue the case.

On another occasion, also last year, Yisrael was preparing for Shabbat when he was alerted 
to a nearby incident. Racing to his ambucycle, Yisrael flicked on the lights and sped to the 
scene. A woman had apparently sparred with her husband and taken a large dose of pills in 
an attempt to take her own life.

The woman required immediate hospitalization and Yisrael assisted in transferring her to 
an arriving ambulance.  The medic realized that since the husband had left his home, the 
woman’s frightened children aged 10 and 14 would now be left on their own. Yisrael called 
his wife and informed her that he would be indisposed for a while. Taking over in the kitchen, 
Yisrael helped the children complete the Shabbat preparations. He then brought his own 
family over with their own food to 
stay with the children and provide 
them with a family atmosphere over 
Shabbat and alleviate their sense of 
worry.

Yisrael’s actions typify his willingness 
to drop everything and demonstrate 
his concern for others in distress. 
Caring for others often lies at the 
heart of many of the laws and 
regulations that govern society as 
Yisrael knows well.

1221
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Shlomo Rayman
Beit Shemesh  
Chapter Director

Young, Wild & 
Free to Receive the Torah

Something that often gets overlooked, is 
the key role teenagers played in the receiv-
ing of the Torah, as is seen at the end of 
Parshat Mishpatim.  After writing down 
and teaching the Torah to Bnei Yisrael, 
Moshe builds an altar at the bottom of Har 
Sinai. Who does he appoint to bring the 
korbanot?
ְזָבִחים  חּו  ְזבְּ ַויִּ עֹלֹת  ֲעלּו  ַויַּ ִיְשָׂרֵאל  ֵני  בְּ ַנֲעֵרי  ֶאת  ַלח  ַויִּשְׁ

ִרים ָלִמים ַלה' פָּ שְׁ

According to the plain meaning of this 
verse Moshe sent the youth to bring the 
korbanot. The obvious question is why 
them? Why not the kohanim, the elders, 
or the first-born? 

I believe that this is in contrast to the 
beginning of the perek, in which the 
zekeinim (elders) weren’t able to approach 
God together with Moshe.

ׁשּו ה ְלַבּדוֹ ֶאל ה' ְוֵהם לֹא ִיגָּ ׁש מֹשֶׁ  ְוִנגַּ

 Once one is an adult it is very difficult 
to change. People are invested and set in 
their ways and don’t have the energy for 
extreme measures. The zekeinim were not 
to be the heroes of Matan Torah. Instead 
Moshe turned to the youth, to the teen-
agers, so full of wild energy and youthful 
eagerness. He called upon them to channel 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

that young spirit to properly celebrate the 
receiving of the Torah. 

How fascinating that in the secular world 
responsibility starts at eighteen, once one 
is no longer a teenager. Not so in the Jew-
ish world, where at twelve/thirteen we 
empower our teens to join and take an 
equal part of religious responsibility and 
opportunity, and their contributions to our 
communities cannot be understated. 

Yoseph Spigelman 
12th Grade,  
Beit Shemesh

Get Back Up
Most Divrei Torah start with questions 

posed by Rabbis, but this one will actually 
feature a question from a heretic. While 
receiving the Torah, Bnei Yisrael said 
“naaseh v’nishma” - “we will do and listen”, 
implying that they agreed to keep the Torah 
before they heard the commandments. 

The Gemara (Shabbat 88) tells us that a 
heretic posed a question to Rava. How can 
you agree to keep something before you 
know what it is? Maybe the mitzvot will 
be difficult and in some cases impossible to 
keep! It’s irresponsible to commit to some-
thing that you don’t know you can fulfill. 
Rava responded that we follow Hashem 
wholeheartedly. Rashi expands on this and 
explains that we trusted that God wouldn’t 
command us to do something that we 
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couldn’t follow. 
This answer is very difficult, for there are 

times when it isn’t easy to follow the Torah. 
We are human, and sometimes fail. How 
can we state with such confidence that we 
will keep the mitzvot? I think the deeper 
understanding of Rava’s answer is not that 
we would always succeed, but rather that 
we will always try and we won’t give up. 
Does God give us tests we can’t pass? I don’t 
know. But I do think we can always grow 
from our challenges, we can always get 
back up. And that is the true “passing” of 
the test. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Baka Penthouse - in a boutique 
building, 4 rooms plus 60m terrace, 
elevator, storeroom, parking. 

MENDEL 0528980111

Heart of Baka - 145m apartment, 
3 exposures 138m garden, immediate. 

5000000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488

REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious, 
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + 
a/c, quiet, close to City Center 

3600000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111

North Talpiot - 4 rooms, 110m,  
balconies, elevator, storeroom, 
parking

2900000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488
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NEVER AGAIN?
German staff of the Bedein Center for Near East Policy 

Research have documented:
 Germany leads the funding for UNRWA schools 

of war on the Jews. 

killers who died in the act of murdering Jews, displayed on the walls of an 
UNRWA school in Deheishe, south of Bethlehem.

Background: 
https://israelbehindthenews.com/category/languages/german/

Funds needed - in any currency- to research & fight this 
new German anti-semitism

https://israelbehindthenews.com/donations/

Speakers available. In German, Hebrew and English. 
In person or via zoom

bedein.center@gmail.com
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