PROBING

In honor of Dan Kupfer
for his generosity and his
diligent work in the community

he source of this week’s haftarah

is Sefer Yrmiyahu, beginning with

perek 34 with its final psukim
taken from perek 33. Although most of the
text found in nevi’im acharonim is made
up of the prophecies relayed to the people
by the fifteen prophetic authors, the section
from which this haftarah is taken is one
thatretells the prophet’s experiences at that
time. The story that is related to us is that
of Yirmiyahu’s divine message given to him
after the last King of Yehuda, King Tzidki-
yahu, established a brit with the nation —a
covenant in which they agree to set their
Hebrew servants free - as our parasha com-
mands. After the people went back on their
promise and took the freed servants back
into servitude, Hashem issues His warning
through His faithful prophet.
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Center

THE PROPHETS

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

That warning details the terrible punish-
ment that would befall Israel for her failure
of observing this mitzvah -actually, the
very first mitzvah “ben adam lachaveru”
that the Torah commands. In fact, Rav S.
R. Hirsch opines that this first mitzvah
underscores the importance of personal
freedom, which, if ignored, brings on the
loss of independence for all - as attested to
by the threatened punishments. The pun-
ishments, relayed by Yirmiyahu, would
include war, plague and famine — all of
which would precede the destruction of
her cities and, accordingly, the exile and a
national loss of freedom.

As is commonly found, the haftarah
ends with a “gift” granted to us by out Rab-
binic scholars in order close the haftarah
with encouraging words - two verses that
are actually “out of order” (because they
are taken from the preceding perek) that
leave us on a “happier note” than does the
message left by the navi.

In retrospect, the haftara’s connection to
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the parasha would seem clear to all of us
as it harkens back to the very first mitzvah
found in the parasha - that of setting free
all Hebrew servants after six years of ser-
vice. However, HaRav Nobel, in his work on
the yearly haftarot, suggests that the clos-
ing psukim connect to the haftarah’s “brit”,
made by the people and subsequently
broken by them, with the Torah brit at
Har Sinai in our parasha — also agreed to
by the nation but, over the years, ignored
and broken by them. The comfort offered
by Hashem in those closing verses is that,
just as the laws of nature, which Rav Nobel
sees as a form of “brit” Hashem made with
all His creations, just as these natural laws,
this “brit”, is eternal and its laws would
never be broken, so too the nation of Israel
is eternal and G-d’s relationship with them
will never be broken.

With this understanding of the message
left by the navi, generations of suffering
Jews found solace and hope and, after
2,000 years could exclaim: “Od lo avda tik-
vateinu”. |
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

JERUSALEM SALES
s RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with
family/friends together. Contact Us!
%2 Be rooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator
1 TALBIE
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st floor, shabbat elev. NIS 2,590,000
= OLD KATAMON
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator
spacious kltchen, living and dlnlng area,
= GERMAN COLONY
Existing blllldln with license to build.
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments!
= CITY CENTER
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies,
Short walk to the Old City.
1 BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues!
"HAR NOF - New On Market
* Centrally on Shaulzon St., 90 sqm 3 bdrms., including
MB ensuite succah, entrance level. Needs renovation.
* Shlav B - Expanded apt. to 144 sqm -renovate to your taste

RENTAL - HAR NOF

Shlay B- 2 bdrms. including MB ensuite, furnlshed
entrance level, succah, view. Available Jan. 1

02-651-4030 www.elfermam ealty.com
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Madar Law Office

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice
Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il
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