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You shall not accept a false report (She-
mos 23:1)

The gemara in Sanhedrin (7b) derives
from this pasuk that a judge should not
hear testimony from one party in a dispute,
absent the other party. The Rambam (Sefer
Hamitzvos Lo Ta’ase 281), explains that the
reasoning behind this prohibition is to pre-
vent a judge from being persuaded by one
party, without providing the adversarial
party to present their case.

Rav Chaim Shmulovitz (Sichas Musar)
posits that after a judge hears a person’s
testimony it is more easily accepted and at
a later date when the other party presents
their position, it is an uphill battle to con-
vince the judge what he had initially heard
was in fact incorrect. In other words, we do
all we can to prevent a judge from forming
an early, and perhaps immature opinion
based on half a story (one side’s testimony).
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Even with respect to judges, we fear human
nature, which tends to lead us to form opin-
ions which are later difficult to change.

This is not only true with respect to
judges but affects individuals as well. First
impressions often form one’s opinion and
it is then difficult to persuade one to rec-
ognize the truth in a differing view. The
gemara in Sanhedrin (88b) declares “who
is worthy of Olam Haba? A modest person
and one who bows” 11y X1 01V 11 1TR
112179w1. What does bowing add to one who
is modest? The Masores Hashas interprets
this to refer to an individual that is able to
change his mind. To constantly re-evaluate
and not stubbornly follow his earlier deci-
sion if it is flawed. The term “bow” relates
to bowing to his mistakes, he is not afraid to
change course when proven wrong.

Stubbornness is a self-defeating charac-
ter trait. It is often difficult for someone to
admit that their initial reaction or under-
standing was erroneous. They continue to
justify their position, notwithstanding that
a neutral observer can clearly decipher
their false pretense.

In Sefer Yirmiyahu, (28:15-17) Yirmi-
yahu warns a false prophet Hanania
ben Azor that he will die within the year,
which in fact occurs. Hazal tell us that
he died on Erev Rosh Hashana (the last
day of the year), but with his last breath
pleaded with his children not to inform
anyone of his death until the next day to



disprove Yirmiyahu’s prophecy, since they
would think he died during the following
year. Imagine, until the very end deceiving
oneself and trying to deceive others, out
of stubbornness! Rather than repent he
wasted his last words on falsity.

A similar scenario occurs in Sefer Mela-
chim Alef (17:34). After conquering and
destroying Jericho, Yehoshua warns the
nation: “cursed be the man before Hashem
that rises up and builds this city, Jericho; with
(the loss of) his first-born shall he lay its foun-
dation, and with (the loss of) his youngest son
shall he erect its gates.” (Yehoshua 6:26). Yet
in Sefer Melachim, we are told of an indi-
vidual named Chiel who in fact attempts to
rebuild Jericho. Notwithstanding that his
eldest son dies as he lays the foundation, he
continues to build the city, and his children
continue to perish. Why would someone
attempt to challenge this decree? Moreover,
once inflicted in accordance with the decree
and losing a son, one would expect such an
individual to admit his mistake and cease
his activity immediately. Yet, his unfortu-
nate stubbornness led to his demise.

The pasuk we cited earlier may have
been addressed to a judge, but it relates
to each individual as well. We should take
particular care to not quickly formulate
opinions and relate to them as the ultimate
truth. To try to defend a position that we
know is false to avoid embarrassment.
We need to be open minded and flexible
and be able to hear and consider differing
views and haskafos. Like waze at times
suggests, we should not be afraid to recal-
culate our path to ensure that we are in fact
heading in the proper direction and acting
correctly.

30

») The Leak Detectives

Experts, in non-invasive leak detection

Shabbos Bistro \’9

Premium delicious shabbes meals K3
Opening hours:
Thursday 12:00-02:00
Friday 7:30-1330 .

02-9964469 | (&) 054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem

OU ISRAEL CENTER 23



