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The other problem that occurs when 
you extract hot water from the tank is that 
cold water rushes into the tank to take its 
place and mixes in with the remaining hot 
water. The systems are designed in such a 
manner that the cold water enters on the 
bottom, whereas the hot water (due to the 
physical properties of heat rising and hot 
water being less dense than cold water) 
for the most part stays on top and does not 
fully heat the cold water below. However, it 
can be assumed that if the hot water is hot 
enough, at least a small amount of the cold 
water will reach the forbidden level of yad 
soledet bo (113°F, 45°C). Even in this case, 
there is some amount of leniency in that 
you do not place the cold water in the hot 
water tank but it goes in based on proper-
ties of physics after you open up your tap 
(see Yabia Omer IV, Orach Chayim 35). 
However, at least under normal circum-
stances, it is forbidden to remove water 
from a hot-water tank (Shemirat Shabbat 
K’hilchata 1:39). If you were referring to a 
tank that had only solar-heated hot water 
in it, then this would very likely be permit-
ted (see the famous leniency and its partial 
withdrawal in Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata 
(ed. I, 1:31, and ed. II 1:45), as water heated 
by the sun is not fundamentally deemed to 
cook other things (Shabbat 39a). But, here 
too, we will be brief because this is not your 
case.

There are several practical ways to 

Using  
Hot Water  
on Shabbat 

Question: May I use my hot water on 
Shabbat since I have the boiler on a timer 
to go on every morning before I wake up? 
(My hands are arthritic; in the winter it 
is hard to wash with cold water.)   If this 
arrangement is unacceptable, please sug-
gest a permitted one.  

Answer: There are two problems with 
extracting hot water from the faucet when 
the water is heated by an electric boiler. 
One is that it will cause the thermostat to 
heat water sooner than it would have had 
you not used it. This is a problem in terms 
of connecting an electric circuit, and, more 
importantly, that a glowing filament or a 
gas flame will go on, as well as cold water 
being heated in the process. All of the lat-
ter involve Torah-level Shabbat melachot. 
It is a complicated question whether there 
is a Torah-level violation for the person 
who takes out the water, as the normally 
delayed reaction makes it likely that it is 
a form of gerama (indirect causation). We 
will not go further into this interesting 
question because you describe your system 
as off when you want to use it, until the end 
of Shabbat.
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obtain lukewarm water. One is to not have 
the heating system go on on Shabbat and 
prepare things before Shabbat so that the 
water left in the tank does not heat the 
incoming cold water to yad soledet bo. 
Based on the physics discussed above, if 
you remove a nice amount of hot water 
before Shabbat after shutting off the heat-
ing system, the incoming water will not 
come in contact with hot water (Shemirat 
Shabbat K’hilchata ed. I, ibid.). 

Another way to have warm water is to 
use a different source of hot water. If you 
remove hot water from a Shabbat urn, 
you can use it to create warm water in a 
container in two different ways. Many are 
used to using an extra cup in order to have 
a kli shlishi in which they put their tea, as 
many poskim (see Igrot Moshe, OC IV:74.15; 
Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata 1:57 is slightly 
more stringent) posit that kli shilishi does 
not cook even kalei habishul (easily cooked 
food). However, regarding water, all agree 
that it is permitted to put it into a kli sheini 
(Shabbat 40b; Shulchan Aruch, Orach 
Chayim 318:13), so that the extra cup is 
unnecessary. (Just as when making tea, 
one should make sure that there is not a 
small amount of (never heated) water in 

the cup before pouring into the kli sheini 
(Igrot Moshe ibid. 19).

If there is a nice amount of cold water in 
a cup one can pour in a small amount of hot 
water if the resulting mixture will clearly 
be less hot than yad soledet bo (Rama, OC 
318:12; Mishna Berura ad loc. 84). This is 
a good idea only if one is confident he will 
remember to be careful about the amount. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom 
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe 
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources, 
methodology, and considerations behind 
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.


