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The Meaningful 
Hugs That I Receive

This past week we con-
cluded our 2021 “Enable 
Torah To Thrive” Campaign. 
And just like we saw in the 
past, those that continue 

to benefit from the OU Israel Center and 
Torah Tidbits showed a wonderful amount 
of Hakarat Hatov. With a total of 658 family 
donors and with over 230,000 NIS raised, 
we received a tremendous number of hugs 
and thanks from Jews around the world. 
To give you an understanding of the reach 
the 2021 campaign had, look at where our 
top three prize winners originated: Texas, 
Caesarea and Ashkelon. With the Chessed 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

of HaShem, OU Israel and Torah Tidbits 
continue to reach and inspire Jews around 
the world. 

But something else happened this week 
that touched me to the core. I got a phone 
call from a relative, Mr. Eli Zaken, who 
called to ask me if I remembered the cha-
ridy campaign we ran in 2020. I recalled 
that time clearly… 

As we faced the beginning stages of 
Covid-19, we found ourselves once again 
unsure if we would be able to maintain 
production of Torah Tidbits through the 
pandemic. Within Israel’s borders, our 
airports were closed, our children contin-
ued to grapple with at-home learning, men 
took the streets for minyanim and many 
families faced financial instability. At the 
same time, our youth programs around 
the country, including the Zula, were 
running the risk of closing down. Facing 
troubling times, we needed help from Am 
Yisrael. 

So, on Motzei Shavuot of 2020, we turned 
to Jews across Israel as well as our Torah 
Tidbits readership and OU Israel Center 
participants with a charidy campaign. 
Uncertain what results we would be able 
to achieve during such tumultuous times, 
despite our apprehension, we raised 1.5 
million shekel in less than three days, from 
over 5,500 donors around the world. 

Bringing me back to the conversation 
at hand, Eli Zaken continued. “I want you 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

The Leadership of  the  
Orthodox Union and OU Israel  
sends its deepfelt condolences to

Israel's President,
Isaac (Bougie) Herzog and family -

a long-time friend  
and supporter of  the OU -

on the passing of  his mother
Aura Herzog a"h

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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to know that when you began the 2020 
campaign, my oldest son Yinon was 10 
and a half years old. When he saw one 
of the campaign videos showcasing the 
work of OU Israel at the Zula, saving lives 
and saving souls of Jewish teenagers, he 
approached me and my wife to ask if he 
could donate to the campaign. Appreciat-
ing his sensitivity to the needs of others, we 
asked him how much he wanted to donate. 
To which he responded, “1,000 Shekel.” 
Seeing our disbelief, he carried on, “I won’t 
spend my money on anything else until I 
save up 1,000 shekel to help the Zula. I’ll 
save whatever money I get for my birthday, 
Chanukah, babysitting, to help me meet my 
goal.”

Today, Yinon is now a 12-year-old boy, 
and his mother called to tell me that Yinon 
finally reached the goal he set out to achieve 
back in June 2020. He saved every Shekel 
he had to reach his goal of donating 1,000 
shekel to the Zula. His mother (my young-
est sister) asked if they could bring Yinon 
to the OU Israel Center so he could person-
ally hand Harel Chetzroni, the founder of 
the Zula, an envelope with his 1,000-Shekel 
donation. 

Yinon’s story touched me deeply and I 
quickly arranged a meeting for him and his 
parents to come to the OU Israel Center this 
past week. Seeing a 12-year-old boy hand 
over every Shekel he saved to support teen-
agers around Israel looking for a haven, 
was truly special. Yinon’s total willingness 
and dedication to help others was inspir-
ing. Standing beside him at the OU Israel 
Center this week, I understood that I was 
getting a glimpse into the future of the Jew-
ish people. I turned my eyes Heavenward 

and said, “HaKadosh Baruch Hu, Mi K’Am-
cha Yisrael?”

Harel (far right) holding the 1,000 shekel 
donation from Yinon

In this week’s Parsha, Klal Yisrael show 
us the meaning of Areyvus, “K’ish Echad 
B’lev Echad.” We understand this idea to 
mean that our lives are not about taking 
care of only our own kids and family. We 
learn from this week’s Parsha that we are 
here, B’yachad, with a responsibility for 
one another. 

We are truly a nation of Chessed, caring 
for one another, no matter the distance 
between us. Physical, spiritual or other-
wise. To those that have supported our 
campaigns over the years, thank you for 
making us such an incredible nation. Be’ez-
rat HaShem may we continue to see the 
core Achdus and love that exists between 
each Jew and build the Beit HaMikdash 
together. 

Wishing you an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat, 

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

Yitro joins Moshe. He advises Moshe in 
delegating to judges. At Mt. Sinai, G-d offers 
the Jewish people to be a treasured people. 
The Ten Commandments are given at Sinai. 
The people quake in response.  

1st aliya (18:1-12) Yitro, Moshe’s 
father in law, moved  
by the exodus from Egypt, trav-

els to meet Moshe, bringing Tzippora and 
the 2 sons.  Moshe greets them and tells of 
all that has happened. Yitro blesses G-d, 
affirming that now he knows G-d is great, 
and offers offerings to Him.

Rashi claims that this story of Yitro occurs 
after the giving of the Torah – meaning, the 
Torah plucked it from its proper chronol-
ogy and stuck it here. Presumably for a 
good reason. Why place this story here?

You could answer either by looking at 

KI TEITZEI what comes next or from what just hap-
pened.  The story at the end of last week’s 
Parsha was the war with Amalek. Juxta-
posed to Amalek is Yitro. There are different 
types of non-Jews that we will encounter in 
history; Amalek and Yitro. Amalek seeks our 
harm. Yitro seeks our G-d. Amalek sees our 
weakness. Yitro sees our greatness. Amalek 
fights us. Yitro partners with us.

2nd aliya (18:13-23) Yitro 
observes the people standing 
and waiting all day for Moshe 

to adjudicate.  Yitro questions this. Moshe 
responds: the people come seeking G-d; 
seeking adjudication; and I teach them 
G-d’s laws. Yitro criticizes Moshe. And sug-
gests: You inquire of G-d on their behalf. 
And teach them G-d’s laws. But in addition, 
choose Judges who can adjudicate in your 
stead. Judges who are substantive, G-d fear-
ing, men of truth and abhorring 
inappropriate gain.  

Yitro offers good advice to Moshe; del-
egate authority to judges. But while he 
proposes delegating authority, he does not 
suggest delegating authority in Moshe’s 
other roles. Because in those Moshe is sim-
ply irreplaceable.  

Moshe told Yitro that he has 3 functions: 
aiding those seeking G-d, adjudicating dis-
putes, and teaching G-d’s commands.  Yitro 
tells him; others can settle disputes.  But as 
for the inquiry of G-d and teaching G-d’s 
commands, well for those, no one but you 
could possibly do them. For when it comes to 
communications from G-d, you are unique, 
irreplaceable, sui generis, one of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks to 
Moshe in a way that He does not, nor will 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

YITRO

לעילוי נשמת
Our beloved husband, father,

and grandfather
Fred Kahn z”l

מאיר בן רפאל הכהן ז"ל
on his 9th yahrzeit - כ"ו שבט

The Kahn Family
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He in the future ever do again with anyone 
else. When Moshe says that people come to 
him seeking G-d, what he means is: I have 
access to G-d. He speaks to me. (Speaking 
to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is when He 
answers back.) Similarly, when Moshe says 
that he teaches G-d’s law, what he means is 
that G-d communicates those laws to him 
and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime pur-
pose of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very same 
theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the one to 
whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe 
heard.  He chose judges, with 
only the most difficult cases 

brought to him. Moshe sent Yitro home.
It takes an honest leader to accept sug-

gestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert 
opposite the mountain. Moshe 

ascended the mountain. G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club
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      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  
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grandfather and great grandfather

יהי זכרו ברוך
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covenant, then you will be a kingdom of 
Kohanim and a holy nation. Tell that to the 
Jewish people.

This short aliya screams of significance: 
it is the invitation to an intimate encoun-
ter.  The entire Torah to this point has been 
G-d’s reach for man. And here is the culmi-
nation of that reach. Akin to a Divine hug.  
G-d created the world, an act of desire for a 
world.  He created man. He reached out to 
Avraham, promising, unsolicited, the land 
of Israel. But He kept His distance. Until 
Egypt, when He reached again to pull the 
Jewish people out of slavery. Now He tells 
Moshe that He is pulling the Jewish people 
close as His closest, Kohanim, those who 
are in His inner sanctum.   

5th aliya (19:7-19) Moshe pres-
ents G-d’s words to the people. 
They respond: all that G-d says 

we will do. G-d says: I will come to you in a 
cloud, so the people shall hear that I speak 
with you. Prepare them for 3 days for on 
the 3rd day I will descend in the view of all 
the people. No one shall touch the mountain.  
Moshe prepared the people. On the third day 
there was lightning and thunder, a thick 
cloud and a powerful shofar sound. The peo-
ple in the camp were afraid. Moshe brought 
them out to the mountain. It was all in smoke 
for G-d descended in fire. The mountain 
shook. The shofar increased in power. Moshe 
spoke; G-d’s voice emanated.  

The revelation of Sinai is a culmination of 
G-d’s reach for man. He promises, He redeems 
us, and now He speaks, communicates.  

And although this moment is a pinnacle 
moment in the history of man, what the 
people actually heard is not at all clear. The 
narrative, without the midrashim, seems 

Keep your 
money in 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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to relate that the people will overhear 
G-d speaking to Moshe. After all, Divine 
communication to man is overwhelming, 
inconsistent with our finite being. The peo-
ple are afraid – Moshe needs to coax them 
out. Afterwards, in aliya 7, the people tell 
Moshe that they can’t take hearing G-d’s 
voice or they will die.  

It is here that we really see Moshe’s 
uniqueness: as the only one to be able to 
hear G-d’s word and survive. The Torah 
will describe him as such later – no one 
else could tolerate “panim el panim”, 
direct communication from G-d. Moshe’s 
uniqueness is not as a leader, a legislator, a 
King, a warrior, a motivational speaker. His 
uniqueness is as the one who hears G-d’s 
words, His commands, His mitzvoth, and is 
able to withstand that and survive.  

The purpose of the revelation at Sinai is 
to expose the people to the experience, up 
close, of the communication from G-d to 
Moshe. This experience will reinforce for 
them that G-d speaks to Moshe so that they 
accept Moshe’s teachings later as being 
from G-d. And it will overwhelm them and 
bring them to believe in G-d.

6th aliya (19:20-20:14) G-d 
descended onto the mountain 
and called Moshe up the moun-

tain. He warned him to again instruct the 
people to not touch the mountain for they 
would die. The Ten Commandments: I am 
G-d, no idols before Me, don’t use G-d’s 

OU ISRAEL CENTER         55

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

While the Dollar Goes Down, 
Marina View Project Keeps Going Up

Our Ashkelon

FFaabbuulloouuss  44,,55  aanndd  66  rroooomm  aappaarrttmmeennttss
wwiitthh  sseeaa--vviieeww  ssttiillll  aavvaaiillaabbllee,,  bbuutt  hhuurrrryy

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

In loving memory of
Rabbi Dr. O. Asher Reichel זצ"ל

on his tenth yahrzeit, י"ט שבט
From the Bronner and Reichel Families



10     TORAH TIDBITS 1452 / YITRO 5782

name in vain, Shabbat, honour parents, 
don’t murder, adultery, theft, false testi-
mony, covet.

The Midrash points out that the first 2 
commands are in the 2nd person, G-d speak-
ing directly to the people: I am G-d.  And 
the rest in the 3rd person, seemingly Moshe 
speaking in G-d’s name about Him: do no 
take His name in vain. That is contrary to 
what I said above – that the people did not 
hear the content of what G-d said but only 
overheard Him speaking with Moshe. The 
Midrash reconciles this by stating that after 
hearing the first 2 commandments directly 
from G-d, the people did in fact die on the 
spot from the overwhelming experience 
of revelation. Then, they came back to life.  
From then on Moshe spoke in G-d’s name, 
as they were simply unable to withstand 
the power of the direct experience of G-d.

7th aliya (20:15-23) The people 
recoiled from seeing the thun-
der and lightning, the shofar 

sound and the smoking mountain. They said 
to Moshe: let G-d speak with you, but not to 
us, for we do not want to die. Moshe assured 
them that G-d came so they would fear Him. 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

אנכי ה’ אלוקיך אשר הוצאתיך מארץ מצרים (20:2)
“I am the L-rd THY G-d, who brought YOU out of the land of Egypt”
The Ten Commandments were presented to all of Israel as they gathered at Mt. Sinai, as a whole nation. 

The obvious question asked is, therefore, why is the text in singular form (THY G-d, brought YOU out) instead 
of the in the plural form? 

(ה’ אלוקיכם או אשר הוצאתכם)
The Chozeh from Lublin (1745-1815) remarked that the singular language is to teach us that even if all 

the nation turned away from belief in G-d, it is still the responsibility of the individual to stand firm and to 
do his part in keeping G-d’s word.

Another answer was given by a contemporary scholar, Rav Dovid Deutsch (1756-1830 Hungary -student of 
the Nodeh BYehuda). He felt the singular text stressed that a person should not forfeit and give up the Torah 
because there will be others taking his place. No, the commandments are specifically given to each person 
without exception. Everyone is important. Shabbat Shalom

G-d commanded: You saw that I spoke with 
you from the heaven. Therefore have no 
other gods; rather make an earthen altar.   

2 symbols linger from the Sinai experi-
ence: the shofar and the cloud. The shofar 
is our way of recalling His Presence; the 
cloud is His way of indicating His Presence. 
From now on, when the cloud hovers over 
the Ohel Moed, it is to indicate that G-d’s 
Presence is there, speaking to Moshe. Like 
the cloud and smoke of Mt. Sinai.

And the shofar is our way of recalling His 
Presence at Mt. Sinai. On Rosh Hashana, 
when we are to feel especially close with 
G-d, the shofar of Sinai is recalled. The 
ultimate redemption too is heralded by 
the Shofar Gadol. The shofar endures as a 
symbol of the intimate Presence of G-d, as 
it did at Mt. Sinai. 

HAFTORAH  
YESHAYAHU 6:1-13

In Parshat Yitro we read about the 
remarkable revelation of Hashem at Sinai. 
Bnei Yisrael are overwhelmed by this expe-
rience: “All the people saw the thunder 
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Yitro contains 17 of the 613 mitzvot; 3 positive and 14 
prohibitions

MITZVOT

STATS
17th of 54 sedras; 5th of 11 in Sh’mot 
Written on 138 lines in a Torah, (46th)
15 Parshiyot; 4 open, 11 closed 
75* p’sukim - ranks 47th (only 7 sedras have fewer p’sukim)
 1105 words, 4022 letters - ranks 46th 
Yitro is the smallest sedra in Sh’mot
*Tradition is that Yitro has 72 p’sukim, not 75. If we count 
DIBROT rather than p’sukim for the Aseret HaDibrot, then 
the number drops to 72 (from 75) and that probably 
explains the difference.
HOWEVER... when we read the Aseret haDibrot with TAA-
MEI HA’ELYON (as Dibrot), there are only 9 p’sukim/dibrot, 
since the first two are definitely combined. Total: 71. 

and lightning, the blast of the horn and the 
mountain smoking; they fell back and stood 
at a distance.”

The haftorah this Shabbat echoes this 
theme. It retells another account of divine 
revelation. We are privy to Yeshayahu’s 
first vision. In this vision, the Almighty 
is seated on a throne on high. There are 
six winged creatures that surround Him. 
These ‘Serafim’ call to one another and say, 
“Holy, holy, holy! The Lord of Hosts! His 
presence fills all the earth!” (6:3). It is well 
known that the Sages incorporated these 
lofty words into our daily tefillah.

During the course of this vision Yesha-
yahu offers his service to God and says that 
he will bring the message of heaven to the 
people of Israel. 

Yeshayahu is given a difficult message to 
convey, namely, that the nation will suffer 
punishment for their many sins, and be 
sent into exile.

Hope, however, is not lost. Although the 
Land of Israel will be left empty and deso-
late there will be left a ‘trunk’ of the Jewish 
people that will eventually regrow. 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

I Know vs. 
Now I Know 

Assembling complicated gadgets is gen-
erally facilitated by the printed instructions 
that the factory provides. Occasionally, 
however, there are no instructions, either 
because of the manufacturer’s negligence 
or because of his assumption that there is no 
one out there dumb enough not to be able 
to figure out how to assemble the gadget 
on his own. That assumption is frequently 
mistaken. There are plenty of dummies out 
there, and I count myself among them.

So what’s a person to do without the 
instructions for the new gadget he eagerly 
wishes to put into action? Some people, 
perhaps most of them, use the method of 
trial and error. They tinker with the vari-
ous parts, desperately attempting to force 
round pegs into square holes, or alterna-
tively, square pegs into round holes. After a 

while, typically after much frustration, they 
succeed. With that success comes the exhil-
aration which naturally accompanies the 
elimination of ignorance and doubt, and 
the discovery of certainty.

There are others who are blessed with a 
native understanding of all things mechan-
ical. They require no painstaking course 
of trial and error. They just look at all the 
pieces spread out before them and some-
how immediately apprehend which piece 
goes where. In an instant the gadget is 
perfectly assembled and ready for use. Per-
sonally, I envy these gifted individuals.

In this week’s Torah portion, Parashat 
Yitro (Exodus 18:1-20:22), we read of some-
one who fits the first category. Yitro, the 
father-in-law of Moses whom we first met 
several weeks ago when we began the book 
of Exodus, clearly is the “trial and error” 
type. His frustrating ordeal, however, was 
not with some complicated gadget but 
rather with something of far greater signifi-
cance. Yitro’s was a lifelong search for a god 
to worship. According to our Sages, he wor-
shiped all the idols of the ancient world, and 
even succeeded in becoming the high priest 
of at least one of those pagan religions. But 
he found none of them satisfactory.

Where did our Sages learned of Yitro’s 
religious odyssey? Nowhere in the Bible is 
there any explicit mention of this “trial and 
error” search for a deity that he could accept. 
Yes, we do know that he was the high priest 

In loving memory of  and לעילוי נשמת
Our mother, grandmother,

and great grandmother

JENNY WEIL a"h
חיה גיטל בת מרדכי ושרה ע"ה
On her 3rd Yahrzeit – כ' שבט

Very much missed by family and friends
Weil and Amsel families
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of Midian, but we are not in possession of 
evidence of the rejection of the multitude of 
false gods that is attributed to him.

The answer lies in a single phrase. 
It appears in the conversation which 
occurred during the reunion of father-in-
law Yitro with his son-in-law Moses. “Moses 
recounted to his father-in-law everything 
that the Lord had done to Pharaoh and to 
the Egyptians for Israel’s sake…And how 
the Lord had delivered them. And Jethro 
rejoiced…”

Not only did Yitro rejoice, but he made 
the following proclamation: “Now I know 
that the Lord is greater than all gods!”

That single word “now” says it all. “Now,” 
after many false leads and blind alleys, Yitro 
at last discovers the Lord of the universe, 
the God of Israel. It is upon this single word 
that our Sages base their contention that 
Yitro experimented with every god in the 
galaxy of pagan gods before finally “assem-
bling the gadget.”

By contrast, we find another biblical hero 
who typifies the second type of person, one 
who has intuitive insight into things and 
does not require a process of trial and error. 
That hero is none other than King David.

One does not commonly think of the for-
mer high priest of Midian as having much 
in common with the “sweet singer of Israel,” 
the source of most of the sublime Psalms, 
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and the progenitor of the Messiah. But, like 
Yitro, King David also proclaims the great-
ness of God. He does so in words that are 
almost identical to the words of Yitro, with 
one small but very significant difference.

Open your Bible to psalm 135, verse 
five. It reads, “For I know that the Lord is 
great, that our Lord is greater than all gods.” 
David does not say “now I know”. He insists, 
“I know!” His knowledge is not the result 
of experimentation, of trial and error, of a 

frustrating philosophical quest. Rather, he 
knows God’s greatness from within himself. 
The source of his knowledge is not based 
upon his disappointment with foreign gods. 
It is based upon what he knows in his own 
soul. He is blessed with a capacity for the 
kind of spiritual insight which dispels uncer-
tainty and doubt. His inner self is the source 
of his certainty.

We have here two paradigms of men 
of faith. Yitro typifies the seeker whose 
journey is long and tortuous, and focused 
outwardly. David exemplifies the seeker 
who finds God through an inward journey, 
which can sometimes be equally lengthy 
and trying.

Rabbi Elimelech bar Shaul, the rabbi 
of Rehoboth who passed away in the mid-
20th century, quotes the 16th century mystic 
Rabbi Moses Cordevero, who offers a para-
ble in his book Eilima to illustrate these two 
paradigms. Here is a loose translation of 
those wise words:

Imagine Reuben carrying a heavy pack-
age on his back. Observing him are Simon, 
Levi, and Judah. They begin to try to surmise 
the nature of the package that Reuben is car-
rying. Simon says: “Reuben is a strong man, 
and it is a small bundle. Yet he seems to have 
difficulty bearing the burden. So whatever 
he’s carrying must be very heavy.” Simon’s 
observations are totally accurate, yet he is 
far from knowing what the package con-
tains. All he knows is that it is heavy and 
small. It might be iron, but it can equally 
well be tin or lead, or silver or gold. So Levi 
chimes in: “If it was iron he would not have 
put it into such a fine cloth container. So it 
must be silver.” Levi is getting closer to truth, 
but he still not there. Judah then speaks up: 

Commemorating  
the 50th yahrzeit 

on י"ט שבט  - January 20th 
(Thursday evening-Friday) of 

M. Leo Storch z”l 
 משה אריה בן אברהם שרגא פייוויש הלוי ז"ל
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the vital need to support chinuch worldwide 
and build Torah institutions to ensure future 

generations. As a dynamic community 
leader, businessman, and philanthropist, he 

personified integrity, tireless dedication  
to the klal, and love for all Jews.Along with 
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“if it was silver or gold he would not have 
brought one thousand warriors along with 
him to guard and protect the contents of the 
package. It must be a very precious gem-
stone.” Judah is even closer to the real truth 
about Reuben’s burden. But none of them 
knows the full truth. Only Reuben, who 
actually bears the burden, knows not only 
that it is a gemstone, but knows its nature, 
its size, its color, and its value.

So it is with spiritual truths. Philosophers 
can use their skills of reasoning to approx-
imate the true nature of the divine. But it 
is only those bear the burden, who come to 
know the Almighty from within, who can 
really “know” the truth. This knowledge 
was given to each of us when we stood at Mt. 
Sinai, participating in the glorious occasion 
of the gift of the Torah. Only when we heard, 
“I am the Lord thy God,” were we able to say, 
“I know.”

This Shabbat, we read those glorious pas-
sages which describe the scene at Mount 
Sinai in full dramatic detail. These passages 
are designed to instill within us the capacity 
to draw upon our inner selves in order to 
be able to proclaim, not “now I know,” but 
rather, “I know.” Let us take advantage of 
this week’s very special Torah portion to 
use this capacity of spiritual introspection. 
Let’s avoid the path of “trial and error” and 
instead take advantage of the opportunity 
to emulate King David’s inward spiritual 
journey. 

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat
 ר' דוד מאיר בן ר' נתן ז"ל

Meyer Rich z”l
whose 11th Yahrtzeit is on כ"ד שבט 
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The Structure 
of the  
Good Society

In the House of Lords there is a special 
chamber used as, among other things, the 
place where new Peers are robed before 
their introduction into the House. When 
my predecessor Lord Jakobovits was intro-
duced, the official robing him commented 
that he was the first Rabbi to be honoured in 
the Upper House. Lord Jakobovits replied, 
“No, I am the second.” “Who was the first?” 
asked the surprised official. The chamber is 
known as the Moses Room because of the 
large painting that dominates the room. 
It shows Moses bringing the Ten Com-
mandments down from Mount Sinai. Lord 
Jakobovits pointed to this mural, indicating 
that Moses was the first Rabbi to ever be 
honoured in the House of Lords.

The Ten Commandments that appear in 
this week’s parsha have long held a special 
place not only in Judaism but also within the 
broader configuration of values we call the 
Judeo-Christian ethic. In the United States 
they were often to be found adorning Amer-
ican law courts, though their presence has 
been challenged, in some states successfully, 
on the grounds that they breach the First 
Amendment and the separation of church 
and state. They remain the supreme expres-
sion of the higher law to which all human 
law is bound.

Within Judaism, too, they have always 
held a special place. In Second Temple 
times they were recited in the daily prayers 
as part of the Shema, which then had four 
paragraphs rather than three.1 It was only 
when sectarians began to claim that only 
these and not the other 603 commands 
came directly from God that the recitation 
was brought to an end.2 

1  See Mishnah Tamid 5:1, Brachot 12a.
2  We do not know who the sectarians 
were: they may have included early Chris-
tians. The argument was that only these 
were directly heard by the Israelites from 
God. The other commandments were given 
indirectly, through Moses (see Rashi to 
Brachot 12a).

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
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United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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The text retained its hold on the Jew-
ish mind nonetheless. Even though it was 
removed from daily communal prayers, it 
was preserved in the prayer book as a pri-
vate meditation to be said after the formal 
service has been concluded. In most congre-
gations, people stand when they are read as 
part of the Torah reading, despite the fact 
that Maimonides explicitly ruled against it.3 

Yet their uniqueness is not straight-
forward. As moral principles, they were 
mostly not new. Almost all societies have 
had laws against murder, robbery and 
false testimony. There is some originality 
in the fact that they are apodictic, that is, 
simple statements of “You shall not,” as 
opposed to the casuistic form, “If … then.” 
But they are only ten among a much larger 
body of 613 commandments. Nor are 
they even described by the Torah itself as 
“Ten Commandments.” The Torah calls 
them the asseret ha-devarim, that is, “ten 
utterances.” Hence the Greek translation, 
Decalogue, meaning, “ten words.”

What makes them special is that they 
are simple and easy to memorise. That is 
because in Judaism, law is not intended for 
judges alone. The covenant at Sinai, in keep-
ing with the profound egalitarianism at the 

3  Maimonides, Responsa, Blau Edition, 
Jerusalem: Mekitzei Nirdamim, 1960, no. 
263.
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numerical structures in the Torah.
The seven days of creation, for example, 

are structured as two sets of three followed 
by an all-embracing seventh. During the 
first three days God separated domains: 
light and dark, upper and lower waters, and 
sea and dry land. During the second three 
days He filled each with the appropriate 
objects and life forms: sun and moon, birds 
and fish, animals and man. The seventh day 
was set apart from the others as holy.

Likewise the ten plagues consist of three 
cycles of three followed by a stand-alone 
tenth. In each cycle of three, the first two 
were forewarned while the third struck 
without warning. In the first of each series, 
Pharaoh was warned in the morning (Ex. 
7:16; 8:17; 9:13), in the second Moses was 
told to “come in before Pharaoh” (Ex. 7:26; 
9:1; 10:1) in the palace, and so on. The tenth 
plague, unlike the rest, was announced at 
the very outset (Ex. 4:23). It was less a plague 
than a punishment.

Shabbat is the day dedicated 
to seeing God as creator and 
the universe as His creation

Similarly, it seems to me that the Ten 
Commandments are structured in three 
groups of three, with a tenth that is set 
apart from the rest. Thus understood, we 
can see how they form the basic structure, 
the depth grammar, of Israel as a society 
bound by covenant to God as “a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.”  (Ex. 19:6)

The first three – no other gods besides 
Me, no graven images, and no taking of 

heart of Torah, was made not as other cov-
enants were in the ancient world, between 
kings. The Sinai covenant was made by God 
with the entire people. Hence the need for 
a simple statement of basic principles that 
everyone can remember and recite.

More than this, they establish for all time 
the parameters – the corporate culture, we 
could almost call it – of Jewish existence. To 
understand how, it is worth reflecting on 
their basic structure. There was a funda-
mental disagreement between Maimonides 
and Nahmanides on the status of the first 
sentence: “I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery.” Maimonides, in line with the Tal-
mud, held that this is in itself a command: 
to believe in God. Nahmanides held that it 
was not a command at all. It was a prologue 
or preamble to the commands.4 Modern 
research on ancient Near Eastern covenant 
formulae tends to support Nahmanides.

The other fundamental question is 
how to divide them. Most depictions of 
the Ten Commandments divide them into 
two, because of the “two tablets of stone”(-
Deut 4:13) on which they were engraved. 
Roughly speaking, the first five are about 
the relationship between humans and 
God, the second five about the relation-
ship between humans themselves. There 
is, however, another way of thinking about 

4  Maimonides, Sefer ha-Mitzvot, positive 
command 1; Nahmanides, Glosses ad loc.
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God’s name in vain – define the Jewish 
people as “one nation under God.” God is 
our ultimate sovereign. Therefore all other 
earthly rule is subject to the overarching 
imperatives linking Israel to God. Divine 
sovereignty transcends all other loyalties 
(no other gods besides Me). God is a living 
force, not an abstract power (no graven 
images). And sovereignty presupposes rev-
erence (Do not take My name in vain).

The first three commands, through 
which the people declare their obedience 
and loyalty to God above all else, estab-
lish the single most important principle 
of a free society, namely the moral limits 
of power. Without this, the danger even in 
democracy is the tyranny of the majority, 
against which the best defence against it is 
the sovereignty of God.

The second three commands – the 
Sabbath, honouring parents, and the 
prohibition of murder – are all about the 
principle of the createdness of life. They 
establish limits to the idea of autonomy, 
namely that we are free to do whatever 
we like so long as it does not harm others. 
Shabbat is the day dedicated to seeing God 
as creator and the universe as His creation. 
Hence, one day in seven, all human hierar-
chies are suspended and everyone, master, 
slave, employer, employee, even domestic 
animals, are free.

Honouring parents acknowledges our 
human createdness. It tells us that not 
everything that matters is the result of our 
choice, chief of which is the fact that we 
exist at all. Other people’s choices matter, 
not just our own. “Thou shall not mur-
der” restates the central principle of the 
universal Noahide covenant that murder 
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is not just a crime against man but a sin 
against God in whose image we are. So 
commands 4 to 7 form the basic jurispru-
dential principles of Jewish life. They tell 
us to remember where we came from if 
we are to be mindful of how to live.

The third three – against adultery, 
theft and bearing false witness – estab-
lish the basic institutions on which society 
depends. Marriage is sacred because it is 
the human bond closest in approximation 
to the covenant between us and God. Not 
only is marriage the human institution 
par excellence that depends on loyalty and 
fidelity. It is also the matrix of a free society. 
Alexis de Tocqueville put it best: “As long as 
family feeling is kept alive, the opponent of 
oppression is never alone.”5 

Each of us has our own task 
and our own blessings, and 
we are each loved and cher-
ished by God

The prohibition against theft establishes 
the integrity of property. Whereas Jefferson 
defined as inalienable rights those of “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” John 
Locke, closer in spirit to the Hebrew Bible, 
saw them as “life, liberty or possession.”6 

5  Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in 
America, abridged with an introduction by 
Thomas Bender (New York: Vintage Books, 
1954), I:340.
6  The Two Treatises of Civil Government 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1988), p. 136.

Tyrants abuse the property rights of the 
people, and the assault of slavery against 
human dignity is that it deprives me of the 
ownership of the wealth I create.

The prohibition of false testimony is the 
precondition of justice. A just society needs 
more than a structure of laws, courts and 
enforcement agencies. As Judge Learned 
Hand said, “Liberty lies in the hearts of 
men and women; when it dies there, no 
constitution, no law, no court can save it; no 
constitution, no law, no court can even do 
much to help it.”7 There is no freedom with-
out justice, but there is no justice without 
each of us accepting individual and collec-
tive responsibility for “telling the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth.”

Finally comes the stand-alone prohi-
bition against envying your neighbour’s 
house, wife, slave, maid, ox, donkey, or 
anything else belonging to him or her. This 
seems odd if we think of the “ten words” 
as commands, but not if we think of them 
as the basic principles of a free society. 
The greatest challenge of any society is 
how to contain the universal, inevitable 
phenomenon of envy: the desire to have 
what belongs to someone else. Envy lies at 
the heart of violence.8 It was envy that led 
Cain to murder Abel, made Abraham and 
Isaac fear for their life because they were 
married to beautiful women, led Joseph’s 

7  Learned Hand, “The Spirit of Liberty,” “‘I 
Am an American’ Day” ceremony (Central 
Park, New York City, May 21, 1944).
8  The best book on this subject is 
Helmut Schoeck’s Envy; A Theory of Social 
Behaviour, New York: Harcourt, Brace & 
World, 1969.
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ’Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

brothers to hate him and sell him into slav-
ery. It is envy that leads to adultery, theft 
and false testimony, and it was envy of 
their neighbours that led the Israelites time 
and again to abandon God in favour of the 
pagan practices of the time.

Envy is the failure to understand the 
principle of creation as set out in Gene-
sis 1, that everything has its place in the 
scheme of things. Each of us has our own 
task and our own blessings, and we are 
each loved and cherished by God. Live by 
these truths and there is order. Abandon 
them and there is chaos. Nothing is more 
pointless and destructive than to let some-
one else’s happiness diminish your own, 
which is what envy is and does. The anti-
dote to envy is, as Ben Zoma famously said, 
“to rejoice in what we have” (Mishnah Avot 
4:1) and not to worry about what we don’t 
yet have. Consumer societies are built on 
the creation and intensification of envy, 
which is why they lead to people having 
more and enjoying it less.

Thirty-three centuries after they were 
first given, the Ten Commandments remain 
the simplest, shortest guide to creation and 
maintenance of a good society. Many alter-
natives have been tried, and most have 
ended in tears. The wise aphorism remains 
true: When all else fails, read the instruc-
tions. 
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This week’s parasha describes for us 
the great “theophany,” the revela-
tion of G-d, at Har Sinai, an event 

witnessed by the entire nation, experi-
enced by millions of people. This morning’s 
haftarah relates to us the personal “theoph-
any” of the navi Yish’ayahu who alone sees 
the vision of Hashem’s throne and His glory 
and is charged to bring the vision and divine 
message to the entire nation. The prophet’s 
vision and message is found in the sixth 
perek of Yish’ayahu but it is the earliest of 
all the prophecies delivered by this great 
navi; indeed, it is his formal “induction” to 
the service of Hashem.  Much in the same 
way, B’nai Yisra’el are “inaugurated” into 
the service of G-d at Har Sinai, with Hashem 
declaring “V’atem tihyu li mamlechet 
kohanim”, “And you will be a kingdom of 
priests (better: attendants) for me.” And 
just as the people trembled and stood afar 
in fear of witnessing   G-d’s revelation, so 
too did Yish’ayahu believe he would die for 
having “seen” Hashem.

It is interesting to note that the Ramban, 
in his commentary on the Aseret Hadibrot, 
points out that the pronouncements of G-d 
heard by the nation were understood by 
each and every person according to his or 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

her own abilities.  It was not simply a com-
munal experience but an intensely personal 
one as well and, perhaps, the choice of this 
perek as the haftarah was meant to teach 
that Yish’ayahu’s individual encounter with 
G-d described therein was, ultimately, not 
that different from the one experienced by 
all of Israel at Har Sinai.

In essence, however, it is the contrast 
between the two events that cries out to us, 
for the glory revealed to B’nai Yisra’el at 
Sinai was meant to impress upon them the 
power and majesty of Hashem and, accord-
ingly, the absolute necessity of accepting 
and keeping His mitzvot.  The vision seen 
by the navi, on the other hand, was part of 
his inauguration into  G-d’s service to accept 
the mission of admonishing the nation who 
failed to perform the mitzvot and to warn 
them that G-d’s punishment would not 
cease “until the cities become desolate….and 
the land become…wasted and Hashem will 
drive the people away….”

We look back today upon the thousands of 
years that saw the fruition of this terrifying 
prophecy but we look today at the reversal of 
this vision as the people have returned to their 
land, rebuilding from the destruction, repop-
ulating the cities and replanting the fields so 
the land gives forth its fruit once again.

But, as our haftarah reminds us, we must 
realize that the miracle we see will continue 
as long as we continue to heed the words 
pronounced so long ago at Har Sinai. 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

In honor of Dan Kupfer  
for his generosity and his  

diligent work in the community
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elev. NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOF - New On MarketHAR NOF - New On Market
* Centrally on Shaulzon St.,  90 sqm 3 bdrms., including

MB ensuite succah, entrance level. Needs renovation.
* Shlav B - Expanded apt. to 144 sqm -renovate to your taste

RENTAL - HAR NOF
Shlav B- 2 bdrms. including MB ensuite, furnished,
entrance level, succah, view. Available Jan. 1.

Looking for 
office space 

in Jerusalem?

Private, furnished office space 
for rent in JLM city center. 

Great for therapist or seeing clients.  
Waiting room, kitchenette  

& security cameras.
Contact: goodvibeoffices@gmail.com 

or 052-441-9731.
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Being A Good 
Listener

Not many parshiyos are named after 
individuals.  What was so unique about 
Yisro that he merited to have a parsha 
referred to by his name? Moreover, there is 
debate among the rishonim as to whether 
this parsha transpired prior to or following 
Matan Torah. According to the opinion of 
ein mukdam u’meuchar b’Torah, and that 
Yisro is not in chronological order, why 
is this episode of Yisro’s arrival purposely 
placed to precede Matan Torah?  

Rav Wolbe in his Shiure Chumash, derives 
an important lesson from Yisro’s actions.  
Imagine someone reading the New York 
Times and coming across an article about 
Kriyas Yam Suf. They may be amazed at 
learning of the miraculous event, yet they 
proceed to turn the page and continue on 

to the next article. They may be impressed, 
even amazed, but are not at all affected by 
what they just learned.  

What was Yisro’s reaction. He hears 
about the miracles that transpired at Yit-
zias Mitzrayim, and it permeates his very 
being.  He immediately reacts by leaving his 
home and travelling with his daughter and 
grandsons to meet up with his son-in-law. 

The Torah declares: “vayishma Yisro” 
(Yisro hears). One can “hear” but not “lis-
ten”. Onkelos translates the word “nishma” 
in the famous phrase Naase v’nishma” as 
‘nikabel” – we will accept. It is a hearing 
that triggers a reaction -  an acceptance.   

Shlomo Hamelach requests of hakadosh 
Baruch Hu “v’nasata l’avdecha lev l’shmoah” 
(provide for your servant, a heart that can 
hear – Melachim I, 3:9)). What exactly is 
Shlomo requesting? Sound enters through 
the ears not the heart. However, if one 
is affected by what he hears, then it will 
enter one’s heart and trigger a reaction.  

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים
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Pharaoh heard and even witnessed God’s 
strength, yet, “kaved lev Pharaoh”- his heart 
was hard and nothing was able to pierce 
it. Essentially, each makka went in one ear 
and out the other, having no lasting effect 
on him.  

Perhaps, Yisro’s arrival is purposely 
placed prior to Matan Torah, to teach us 
how to listen!  God is about to speak to 
us and transmit the Torah to us. It is not 
enough to just hear what God says, but we 
have to listen, accept and internalize all of 
those commandments. Our response needs 
to be like that of Yisro- who immediately 
took what he heard and acted upon it.  
We too must learn this lesson from Yisro.  
When we are inspired, we need to internal-
ize and act upon it. 

It is not only crucial to be a “good” lis-
tener – when we refer to mitzvos ben adam 
l’makom.  Unfortunately, at times when we 
are with friends and family we don’t grant 
them the proper attention. They speak to 
us, but we are not listening attentively. We 
may check our messages, or be distracted 
by our phones. We need to not hear them, 
but rather to listen to them as well. To try 
to understand what they are communicat-
ing. Whether it is requesting our opinion 
and assistance or providing us with advice 
and constructive criticism. Moshe was very 
busy but took time to greet his father-in-law 
and to entertain and implement Yisro’s 
suggestions.  

May we be good listeners – in both the 
spiritual and social realms so that we inter-
nalize what we hear and properly react so 
we can maximize our potential.  

רפואה שלמה
שלמה בן אסתר

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel

 
US Citizenship for your 

Children and Grandchildren 

 
Michele Coven Wolgel 
Attorney and Notary  

Specializing in American Immigration and 
Naturalization Law 
for over 30 years 

Early filing critical due to Corona 
delays!!! 

www.wolgelaw.co.il 
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo 

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il 
Tel: 02 590 3444 

  
Member, AILA (American Immigration Lawyers 

Association) 
Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP 

www.bretzlaw.com 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Bountiful 
Blessings

In the Aseret Hadibrot we are com-
manded zachor, to remember and shamor, 
to guard the Shabbat. Remembering is 
active - we buy special food and items in 
honor of Shabbat, and we mark our cal-
endar days according to Shabbat. When 
purchasing necessities for Shabbat we 
even verbally announce that they are lech-
vod Shabbat. Rav Salamon conveys the idea 
that to guard means to anticipate, as Yaa-
kov Avinu “shamar et hadavar” (Bereisheet 
37:11), he waited to see when Yosef Hatza-
dik’s dreams would come to fruition. All 
week we can have this spiritual mindset, 
anticipating and eagerly waiting for Shab-
bat’s arrival.

Guarding also means ensuring that 
Shabbat is kept in the most careful way as 
possible, scrupulously following the intri-
cate laws of Shabbat. In his introduction to 
the laws of Shabbat the Chafetz Chaim notes 
that one who does not constantly review the 
laws of Shabbat will invariably come to des-
ecrate its holiness, even inadvertently. One 
who feels the sublimity of the gift we call 

Shabbat will try and preserve its sanctity in 
the fullest sense.

We therefore bless the  
children, to help them  
incorporate this incredible 
energy and pray that they  
will be blessed and prosper 
from its intensity

We can feel this special, tangible sen-
sation of kedushat Shabbat as soon as the 
candles are lit. What’s more, the whole 
family feels it when arranging the start of 
the Friday night seudah. There is a common 
custom to bless the children with special 
brachot upon returning from the Beit Knes-
set. Rav Biderman quotes a compelling 
reason why this is such an auspicious time 
to bless one’s children. During the week, 
parents may become frustrated with their 
children and may even hold a slight grudge 
for something the child did. With the start 
of Shabbat, there is such a feeling of joy and 
love, these blessings can offset any negative 
feelings that parents may harbor from the 
past week. 

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to
Mark & Stacee Hess and Ariella Ashkenazi  

on the marriage of their children, Jonah and Rifka

Mazal Tov toMazal Tov to
Sarah Fishman and Perry & Esther Zamek  

and family on the birth of a great/granddaughter
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When one’s whole focus during the 
week is Shabbat, he understands that it is 
the wellspring of all blessing and spends 
the week anticipating its arrival. This 
perspective creates a uniquely powerful 
energy at the outset of Shabbat. The Chasid 
Yavetz, however, explains that the energy 
found in these moments is so great that it 
may be beyond a child’s capacity to access 
it and integrate it into his life. We therefore 
bless the children, to help them incorpo-
rate this incredible 
energy, and pray that 
they will be blessed 
and prosper from 
its intensity. He adds 
that this blessing 
should be given to all 
that are at the table; 
everyone can benefit 
from blessings! Rav 
Biderman adds that 
to a certain extent, 
our generation is 
like these children. 
We also don’t know 
how to access the 
tremendous depth 
and breadth of 
these Shabbat bless-
ings. It’s as though 
we need to daven 
to Hashem to bless 
us all directly, as a 
father to his children 
so we can connect to 
this blessing.  

Our task is to 
develop our desire 
and yearning for the 

holiness of Shabbat. We can spend more 
time during the week preparing for this 
special day so upon its arrival we will be 
an open vessel to receive its bountiful bless-
ings. 

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

To Listen  
& Hear

Rebbe David Cohen, zy’a, the holy Nazir 
of Yerushalayim, was a profound spiritual 
seeker, mystic, and scholar. Revered for his 
sensitivity and gentle ways, the “Rav haNa-
zir” was a lofty soul and ascetic, who spent 
much of his life in meditation and dveykus. 
In 1915, while studying at the University of 
Basel for his PhD in Greek philosophy, the 
young searcher heard that the tzadik Rav 
Avraham Yitzchak haKohen Kook was in 
St. Galen. The Rav haNazir describes their 
momentous meeting in his introduction to 
Oros haKodesh, “The Lights of Holiness”:

“Full of excitement, uncertainty and 
expectation, carrying a volume of Shaarei 
Kedushah, ‘Gates of Holiness’, by R’ Chaim 
Vital, I made my way to the Rav after tak-
ing a mikveh in the Rhine River. I found 
him deeply engaged in learning with his 
son and was welcomed as a guest to sleep 
in their home. My heart could not rest at 
night. My life’s destiny was hanging in the 
balance…

I awoke before dawn. Hearing the sound 
of footsteps back and forth, I approached 
the room from whence the sound emerged 
and came upon the Rav in the midst of 
Birchos haShachar the morning blessings. 
The Rav was reciting the Akeidah, the 

section of davening recounting the sacri-
fice of Yitzchak in a most sublime, supernal 
melody. 

My life then stood in the balance… I lis-
tened to him and was transformed; I turned 
into a new man. ... I had found a master.” 

וישמע יתרו

“And Yisro heard….” 
(Shemos, 18:1) 
Rashi explains that Yisro — the high 

priest of Midian, the father in law of Moshe 
Rabbeinu, and a spiritual seeker in his own 
right — heard of the great miracles of Yet-
zias Mitzrayim and Kriyas Yam Suf as well 
as the vicious attack of Amalek. The Divine 
hand and hashgacha pratis in these events 
was open and revealed for all to see. While 
the voice of Hashem was audible through-
out the world, it was Yisro who “heard” and 
responded to the call, joining Klal Yisrael 
and changing his destiny. 

Our sedra contains the most important 
moment in human history, the Giving of 
the Torah, when we collectively declared 
Naaseh v’nishma, “We will perform and 
we will listen.” Our commitment to ‘per-
form’ Hashem’s commands to the fullest 
is expressed as nishma; not only will we 
fulfil them in action, we will ‘listen’ to 
them, understand and deeply internalize 
their meaning. Philosopher and street-ball 
legend Sidney Deane has pointed out the 
critical difference between ‘listening’ and 
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merely ‘hearing’: beyond the technical 
auditory experience of sound-waves enter-
ing one’s ears, in Yiddishkeit, the modality 
of “shema”, includes attention to the impli-
cations behind the message.

The Revelation at Mount Sinai also 
included the Torah sheh-b’al Peh, the ‘Oral 
Law’ transmitted verbally, מפה לאוזן, “from 
mouth to ear”. The Rav haNazir explains 
that the core transmission language of Tal-
mud Bavli is based on different variations 
of the word shema. That is, its didactic met-
aphors of instruction and understanding 
are based not on seeing but on hearing. A 
traditional teaching, for example, is called 
 that which was heard”, and the“ ,שמעתתא 
Gemara often invites us to Ta shema, 
“come and learn.” Talmudic discourses 
also include phrases such as shema mina, 
“infer from this,” ka-mashma lan, “it 
teaches us this,” and lo shemiyah lei, “he 
did not agree.” 

HaRAYa”H Kook was known as הרואה 
 ,the Great Seer”, and his holy disciple“ ,הגדול
the Rav haNazir, as השומע הגדול “the Great 
Listener”. The Rav haNazir wrote exten-
sively on Jewish mystical thought, and 
advanced a doctrine toward the renewal 
of prophecy in our age. His magnum opus, 
Kol haNevuah, “The Voice of Prophecy” 

describes the Torah as an account of our 
communication with the Ribbono Shel 
Olam and opens with Yeshayahu’s call to 
Am Yisrael: ֶכם ְמעּו ּוְתִחי ַנְפשְׁ  ַהּטּו ָאְזְנֶכם ּוְלכּו ֵאַלי שִׁ

ִרית עוָֹלם ָלֶכם בְּ  Turn your ears and“ ,ְוֶאְכְרָתה 
come to Me, listen and your souls will live, 
And I will hew an eternal covenant with 
you” (55:3). Hashem is always calling out to 
us, communicating with us. Our responsi-
bility is not just to ‘hear’ His commandments 
and instructions, but to actively listen to the 
message of Divine communication. 

This week, as we collectively ‘listen’ to 
the re-reading of the sedra, may we hear 
the Divine call along with Yisro, and open 
our hearts to the prophetic call. And as the 
Rav haNazir concludes his introduction 
to Kol haNevuah: “May it be the Divine 
will that we be worthy of the renewal of 
the holy, worthy of the rebirth of our pro-
phetic auditory spirit, through our national 
revival in our Holy Land.”

With thanks to the sweetest of Gabbaim, 
Rav Yitzchak Even-Shayish (Marmorstein), 
the dedicated keeper of Beit haRav Kook in 
Yerushalayim, and in appreciation of his 
holy efforts in ensuring that our genera-
tion continues to hear and understand the 
prophetic voice.  
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PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Resumes Feb 7:
Monday mornings 10.30-12.30

For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  
or Judy 054-569-0410

(Entrance with GREEN PASS)

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sundays 12:35-1:20pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  Knitting Club with Verna Gartner  
Tuesday afternoons 1:30-3:30
in the OU Israel Center Library
For more details call 02-585-6806

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, January 18th - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur  

was dedicated for a  Mazel Tov, Mom (Arlene Lewis)  
on your 90th birthday!!! Love, Andrew & Leah Lewis

Monday, January 24 was dedicated as a day of learning  
(Rebbetzin Borow, Rabbi Goldscheider, Rabbi Herschler &  

Rabbi Taub on Zoom) in memory of Helen Dorf,  
Hudis bat Moshe a”h - yahrzeit 22 Shvat by Deborah Wildman

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year 
in the merit of an aliyat neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  

Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h
Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year  

in the merit of a refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah   
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  

2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  
in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 

רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל
and Rosi & Ernest Strauss

לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year by  
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h
Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  

is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year has been 
sponsored in Loving Memory of Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h



38     TORAH TIDBITS 1452 / YITRO 5782



OU ISRAEL CENTER         39



40     TORAH TIDBITS 1452 / YITRO 5782

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

The Voice
Iconic experiences begin with important 

letters. Har Sinai began with the letter “א” 
as Hashem proclaimed אנכי and launched 
the Aseret Hadibrot. Or so we always 
thought. The midrash provides a differing 
account in which a different word launches 
Har Sinai. Before delivering the mitzvot, 
Hashem announced ישראל  to which שמע 
the Jews responded by ה’ אלוקינו ה’ אחד. Effec-
tively, matan Torah was preceded by a joint 
recital of shema! 

This peculiar lead-in to Sinai is best 
appreciated in light of a Har Sinai para-
ble contained in a different midrash. A 
king marries a woman by handing her 
two rings. As she is likely to misplace the 
first ring, he cautions her to safeguard the 
second. Likewise at Har Sinai, we “mar-
ried” Hashem with one ring of “na’aseh” 
and with a second ring of “nishmah”. At 
Sinai we committed to mitzvot but also, we 
heard the direct voice of Hashem. Realizing 
that we may abandon na’aseh or mitzvot, 
Hashem urged us to hold fast to nishmah.

Har Sinai was a watershed moment 
in human history. For the first time in 
close to 2500 years a human community 
embraced the will of G-d and submitted to 
a life of commandments. However, human 
nature is fickle and no less than 40 days 
later their loyalty withered in the revel of 

idol worship. Additionally, Hashem knew 
that the hardships and struggles of Jewish 
history would severely challenge hala-
chic commitment. Knowing all this- that 
humans aren’t always disciplined and that 
Jewish history would be harsh – Hashem 
realized that na’aseh conviction would 
waver. Sadly, at different stages of Jewish 
history the na’aseh ring of mitzvah obser-
vance would be misplaced. What would 
happen to this marriage if the na’aseh 
ring went lost? Hashem hatched a plan to 
preserve Jewish identity even if religious 
commitment faltered. 

Facing the specter of “religious stum-
ble” Hashem layered a second component 
to Har Sinai. At Har Sinai, independent 
of the mitzvot we received, we convened 
directly with Hashem, directly listening to 
the divine voice in unmediated fashion. 
The sound of this divine voice lodged in 
the Jewish subconscious and still rever-
berates in every Jewish soul- even in Jews 
who abandoned “na’aseh” performance of 
mitzvot. That second ring still binds every 
Jew to Sinai. 

Religious belief cannot be empirically 
proven and boils down to a leap of faith. 
Our faith is based on unverifiable truths 
delivered from generation to generation- 
from father to child and from Rebbe to 
talmid. We trust the previous generation 
to transmit traditions which cannot be sci-
entifically proven. This begs the question: if 
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all faith is based upon delivered traditions 
shouldn’t we assign the same validity to 
other world religions? Aren’t these reli-
gions also based upon trustworthy “ facts “ 
faithfully delivered throughout thousands 
of years? If all religion is a leap of faith, 
what differentiates Judaism from other 
major religions? 

The answer lies not in the method of 
transmission, but in the content of the 
transmission. In theory, Jesus may have 
walked on water or healed the ill – as 
Christian traditions convey. Those stories–
even if true- do not form a religion but 
reflect a person who accessed the world of 
magic, performed “miracles”, and whose 
students assumed was a god. Likewise, 
Muhammed probably dreamed of angelic 
visitation and he took those dreams to be 
divine revelation. Many people dreamt of 
divine apparitions; few convinced others 
of the authenticity of their private dreams. 
In each instance, these transmitted truths, 
which likely occurred, do not yield absolute 
truth or the foundation of faith. 

By contrast, our delivered traditions 
speak of a once-in-history moment of mass 
revelation during which we directly heard 
the voice of Hashem. It is crucial that this 
conversation was heard by over three mil-
lion people. Corroborating our personal 
experience with the public perception 
assured us that we were not hallucinat-
ing. No other religion has ever lodged this 
assertion, nor will any religion ever again 

avow this audacious claim. Sinai can’t be 
empirically proven, but once we accept 
this delivered truth, mass revelation forms 
a cornerstone of absolute truth and a bed-
rock of faith. 

It is this divine voice which is forever 
lodged within our collective soul. We often 
have misplaced na’aseh, but the sounds of 
Sinai reverberate within each Jewish heart. 
The echo of nishmah can still be heard. To 
emphasize this “voice,  Har Sinai began with 
a joint recital of shema- literally urging us 
to LISTEN to Hashem before we recorded 
a lengthy registry of commandments. The 
shema announcement alerted us to savor 
nishmah before dissecting na’aseh. 

The first pasuk of shema, which launched 
Sinai, became the one pasuk which every 
Jew –regardless of religious affiliation- is 
familiar with. It became the pasuk which 
Jews recited on the way to a martyr’s death 
while defending the presence of Hashem 
in our world. It became the pasuk recited 
to Jewish children who attempted to escape 
Hitler by sequestering in Christian monas-
teries. This pasuk and the memory of Sinai 
awakened in these children an inner voice 
even though they were completely igno-
rant of religion. This voice rescued them 
from oblivion. 

We can never forget that voice. We still 
hold fast to the ring of nishmah! 

 CHESED FUND
The Needy Await Your Support

Every day is urgent!
Please send checks to:

“CHESED YITZCHAK VESHAINDEL”
c/o Menachem Persoff

POB 36156 Romema Jerusalem
Bank Transfer? Contact Menachem

menpmp@gmail.com - *Tax benefit *
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www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com

a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

Rare In Baka
Townhouse, about 
220m, pastoral, in 
a quiet side alley, 
private elevator, 
private entrance, 
terrace, storage room, parking

7300000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488www.lostintranslation.online
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Closed 
Structures 
During 
Shemitah

As discussed previously, it is permissible 
to plant in indoor sealed pots on shemitah. 
Even according to those halachic authori-
ties who found it less than ideal to do so, if 
plants grew on their own or were under a 
closed structure from before shemitah, no 
shemitah laws apply. The current article 
addresses the laws regarding plants found 
on balconies or windowsills. 

Plants on patios and balconies
While potted plants within the interior 

of one’s home are exempt from shemitah 
laws, outdoor and semi-outdoor areas may 
have a different status.  A patio or balcony 
that has a pergola, or a sukkah with schach, 
is not considered a closed structure because 
its “roof” is not solid (Yisa Yosef, Shevi’it 29).  
All plants under such a covering are obli-
gated in the laws of shemitah.  In order to 
be considered a closed structure, the roof 
of the patio or balcony must be solid and 
sealed. Potted plants within such an area, 
whether ground level or on a higher floor, 
are exempt from shemitah laws (see Chut 
Shani p.77). However, the branches of the 

plant should not extend out from under the 
roof. (See below.)

Windowsills   
Windowsills may also be considered 

within a closed structure, depending on 
certain factors. Plants placed on an inner 
windowsill are always exempt from shem-
itah laws, since this area is essentially in 
the house (Katif Shevi’it 29:18-19). In order 
for plants on the outer part of the window-
sill to be exempt from shemitah, the outer 
walls should be at least the same depth as 
the potted plant (Mishnat Hagrish p.39). In 
addition, the branches of the plant should 
not protrude out of the windowsill. If the 
branches do protrude, and they are directly 
over an earthen area, then the plant is 
subject to all the laws of shemitah, such as 
sefichin, kedushat shevi’it and the prohibi-
tion of agricultural labor (Mishpetei Eretz 
8:3). The halacha considers such a plant as 
growing outside, since it receives regular 
sunshine from above and moisture from 
below. This is true even if only part of 
the plant extends outwards (See Eglei Tal, 
Zoreah 24:1 and Responsa Nechpei Kesef 
YD:5). If the area under the protruding 
branches is made of stone, wood or plastic, 
many poskim rule that the plant remains 
exempt from shemitah (see Halichot Sadeh 
48). It is recommended to consult a Rav in 
such a case.

In summary:
• A sealed potted plant inside the 

PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU KASHRUT
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

house, such as in the living room or 
kitchen, is exempt from the laws of 
shemitah.

• A sealed potted plant on a patio or 
balcony that is completely under-
neath a solid roof is exempt from 
shemitah, whether on the ground 
floor or higher.

• A plant on the interior part of a win-
dowsill is exempt from the laws of 
shemitah.

• A potted plant on the exterior part 
of a windowsill is exempt from 
the laws of shemitah as long as the 

walls are at least the same depth as 
the plant. However, if its branches 
protrude out from the windowsill 
over an area where there is earth, 
all laws of shemitah would apply.

• In a case where branches protrude 
and the material beneath them is 
stone, plastic or wood, a Rav should 
be consulted. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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CYBERSECURITY

CYBERSECURITY

PROGRAM

PROGRAM

Our graduates work with
international companies, including: To apply, & for more information, contact our representative 

for Israel, US, UK, & Europe: 

Mrs. D. Erlanger           DETzomet@gmail.com           +972-52-646-0298

CAREERS

CAREERS

WE PARTNER WITH

INTERNATIONAL

CYBERSECURITY

COMPANIES TO GIVE

OUR STUDENTS HANDS-

ON EXPERIENCE

THROUGH OFFICE-

BASED AND REMOTE

INTERNSHIPS.

Launch your cybersecurity 

career with Tzomet's 

NETWORKING
LINUX FUNDAMENTALS
SCRIPTING
THREAT VECTORS
MONITORING & HACKING
TOOLS
RISK MANAGEMENT

AND MORE!

JOIN OUR INTERACTIVE, 

LIVE ONLINE,  INTENSIVE 1-YEAR

CYBERSECURITY COURSE!

LEARN IN-DEPTH EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO GAIN

NTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION

ONE-ON-ONE CAREER 
CONSULTATIONS

 
RESUME / CV 

DEVELOPMENT
 

INTERVIEW WORKSHOP
 

JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE

UPON COMPLETION

OF COURSE, TZOMET

PROVIDES:

W W W . T Z O M E T C O U N S E L I N G . C O M

FRUM LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS WITH SIMULTANEOUS RESPONSIBILITIES 
(EG. FAMILY/WORK/YESHIVA) LOOKING FOR A HIGH STANDARD, FLEXIBLE CAREER OPPORTUNITY.
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Real Life Rescues 
Saving A Father-In-Law  
In Time For a Celebration
Yaakov Ifragen is a dedicated United Hatzalah volunteer EMT. He is married with three 
children and works as a hairdresser in Bayit VeGan. 

One day toward the end of October, Yaakov was in his salon when his emergency 
communication device alerted him to a serious accident that had occurred nearby. Yaakov 
had just received a father with his two sons who needed haircuts for a family celebration 
that would be taking place the same day. Apologizing to the waiting clients and promising 
to return as soon as possible, Yaakov quickly donned his helmet and raced to the scene on 
his emergency electric bicycle, and arrived at the scene within 90 seconds.

A new driver had been going down a steep descent when he lost control of the car and 
hit his elderly father-in-law. The father-in-law, who had just undergone a catheterization 
procedure and still had an IV bandage on his hand, had been tossed a few meters in the 
air and appeared to be unconscious. Yaakov tested the man’s vital signs and realized that 
he had just received a sharp blow but was in fact conscious although shaken. Yaakov 
reassured the injured man and applied a neck brace for C-spine stabilization, prepping 
him for transfer to hospital. When the ambulance crew arrived, Yaakov assisted the crew 
as they carefully lifted the man onto a backboard and placed him in the ambulance for 
transport to the nearest hospital. 

Returning to his salon, Yaakov found the clients still waiting for him. After explaining 
where he had been, the father asked him if the incident involved an old man with an IV 
bandage. Surprised, Yaakov answered in the affirmative. The client then told Yaakov that 
he had actually saved his wife’s grandfather, who was on the way to the very same event 
that the client was preparing to 
attend.

Yaakov saw a lesson in this, the 
importance of patience. Because 
the client was patient and 
did not insist on being served 
immediately, Yaakov was able 
to respond to the emergency 
and treat the grandfather of his 
client’s wife, and still managed to 
prepare the client and his children 
for the joyous event.

1221
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בס"ד

Moshe Keinan

Land Inheritance Company Ltd.
חברת ירושת הארץ בע"מ

mk0522867038@gmail.com
carcaot.com03-5774277/052-2867038

An Israeli company for the purchase 
of private lands in the Tabu

"Because Am Israel have no other land"
Starting at $ 20,000 per dunam

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide, 

Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or  

USA 718-715-0001
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.
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In the pesukim preceding the Aseret 
HaDibrot, we read of the incredible 
sound and light show that unfolded 

at that awesome moment when Klal Yisrael 
stood at Sinai.

ְתַיַ ֲחֶנ֑ה ַויִּֽ מַּ ֱאלִֹק֖ים ִמןַהַֽ ֧ה ֶאתַָהָע֛ם ִלְקַר֥את הָֽ ֵַוּיוֹצ֨א מֹשֶׁ

֨ר ָיַר֥ד ָעָל֛יו ֵנ֠י ֲאשֶׁ ֣ן כֻּּל֔וֹ ִמ֠פְּ ר׃ ְוַה֤ר ִסיַני֙ ָעשַׁ ֥ית ָההָֽ ַתְחתִּ בּ֖ו בְּ  צְּ

ד׃  ַוְיִהי֙ ֔ן ַויֱֶּחַר֥ד ּכׇלַָהָה֖ר ְמאֹֽ ְבשָׁ ן ַהכִּ ֶע֣שֶׁ נוֹ֙ כְּ ֵאׁ֑ש ַויַַּ֤על ֲעשָׁ  ה’ בָּ

֔ר ְוָהֱאלִֹק֖ים ַיֲעֶנּ֥נּו ְבֽקוֹל׃ ֣ה ְיַדבֵּ ָֹפ֔ר הוֵֹלְ֖ך ְוָחֵז֣ק ְמאֹ֑ד מֹשֶׁ ק֣וֹל ַהשּׁ

Moshe led the people out of the camp 
toward G-d, and they took their places at the 
foot of the mountain.  Now Har Sinai was 
entirely full of smoke, for Hashem had come 
down upon it in fire; the smoke rose like the 
smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain 
trembled violently. The blare of the shofar 
grew louder and louder. As Moshe spoke, 
G-d answered him  bakol...

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh suggests 
that the word bakol is to be understood as 
follows:

The קול with which G-d answered may 
have been the sound of the shofar mentioned 
in the verse...

Based on this interpretation, Hashem 
miraculously spoke or answered Moshe  
through the sounds of the shofar.

However our Chazal offer a particularly 
interesting interpretation in the gemara  in 
Brachot (45a):

ה. ל מֹשֶׁ קוֹלוֹ שֶׁ ְלמּוד לוַֹמר ״ְבקוֹל״ — בְּ   ּוָמה תַּ

What is the meaning of the verse: BaKol? 
In Moshe’s voice...

The Chasidic Masters offer profound 

interpretations of this maamar chazal.
The Yismach Moshe zy’a, learns our 

gemara as follows: 
The Torah tells us that when Moshe 

was born, his mother saw that he was tov-
good. The Torah Hakedosha is also called 
tov-good-therefore the Torah could only be 
transmitted at the hands or through the 
voice of Moshe who is also called tov...

Similarly, Reb Tzadok HaKohein 
MiLublin zy’a, explains that this is why 
the written Torah  is referred to as Torat 
Moshe, as Hashem transmitted the Torah 
with Moshe’s voice.

Beyond the supernatural phenom-
ena that each of these teachings suggest 
occurred, that HaKadosh Baruch Hu mirac-
ulously spoke with or through Moshe’s 
voice, perhaps there is a lesson for each of 
us as we prepare to relive that incredible 
moment of Kabbalat HaTorah.

Rav Kook zy’a explained that Moshe 
Rabbeinu had reached such a heightened 
state of spiritual consciousness, that he 
merited to hear Hashem speak to him, and 
for HaKadosh Baruch Hu to be heard with 
Moshe’s own voice. 

Perhaps the message for each of us as we 
recall that transcendent moment in Jewish 
History when the Jewish People stood at 
Sinai,  is to work to lift our spiritual aware-
ness, to be more “plugged in” to see, feel, 
and hear HaShem all around us each and 
every day. 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

BAKA, GOOD INVESTMENT! Nice 2 rooms, 
private yard, good shape, good location, quiet, 
rented 4200NIS/month, 1,700,000 NIS
ARNONA, GOOD DEAL! -  Beautiful 4 rooms, 
Shabbat elevator, balcony with view, good shape, 
master bedroom, quiet, storageroom, double 
parking, only 2,850,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON WITH GARDEN - Great 4 rooms, 
duplex, 50m private garden, luxurious, parking, 
rare!

PENTHOUSE  IN OLD KATAMON -  
In a picturesque lane, lovely penthouse, 6 rooms, 
200m, private entrance, elevator, 80m terrace, 
renovated, quiet, 2 parking spots, rare!
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Dr. Ethan Eisen 

Dear C. M., 
Mark Twain, in an effort to 

poke fun at Benjamin Frank-
lin, reportedly attributed a 

farcical quote to the inventor: “Never put 
off till tomorrow what you can do day after 
tomorrow just as well.” This adage has gone 
through various adjustments through the 
years, but its persistence over 150 years 
shows just how pervasive the challenge of 
procrastination is.    

Why do we procrastinate? A common 
explanation is that procrastination allows 
us to avoid discomfort associated with per-
forming a task. For example, your daughter 
may feel overwhelmed by studying or 
working on a project, and pushing it off 
brings a powerful, albeit temporary, sense 

of relief. And as the behavioral maxim goes, 
whatever gets rewarded gets repeated.   

As the due date approaches, this calcula-
tion changes.  Delaying the work produces 
much more anxiety and discomfort, which 
is not very rewarding. So the two options 
of getting relief is either to a) stop caring 
about grades/drop out of the class (not a 
good option); or b) get the assignment done 
(good option). Your daughter seems to be 
choosing the better option, getting it done, 
even though this comes at the cost of stress 
and pressure.  

Some procrastination may not be a way 
of avoiding discomfort. Rather, she may 
prioritize other things over schoolwork. 
Your daughter may simply think that 
hanging out with friends, spending time 
on electronics, doing extracurricular hob-
bies, or any number of other activities is 
just a better use of her time. And she may 
view the last-minute pressure as a welcome 
tradeoff to spending more time doing what 
she enjoys more.    

Finally, people who are more impulsive 
tend to have more difficulty with procras-
tinating. There is a great deal of evidence 
that, on average, teenagers tend to be 
more impulsive than adults. So when you 
combine large, difficult projects, exciting 
distractions, and increased impulsivity, it 
is no wonder that many teens (and adults!) 
struggle with procrastination, and perfect 
solutions are hard to come by.  

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting, 
I find that my teenage daughter is 

always waiting until the last minute 
to get her schoolwork done. I try to 
help her manage her time and get her 
work done in advance, but it seems 
like every time it’s the same story.  
The night before the assignment is 
due, she is up really late and is in a 
terrible mood, as she does what she 
could have done days or weeks before 
the deadline. How can I help her not 
procrastinate so much?  C.M.
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As a first step, I often suggest limiting 
distractions, such as setting time limits 
on electronic use (this is likely a topic that 
will get more attention in the future in this 
column). Teenagers can have a difficult 
time extracting themselves from flashy 
distractions, and helping her get away 
from electronics can be really important.
Then, with the phones down, I recom-
mend speaking with your daughter about 
what makes it difficult for her—she may 
need additional help to complete the 
assignments, she may need more bound-
aries to limit distractions, or she may not 
view these assignments as so important.  
Depending on those conversations, you 
may get a better picture of what can help 
her better balance the weekly demands, 
and which of the classic strategies—such 
as setting artificial deadlines, “just do it,” 
or rewarding herself for small gains, all of 
which have basis in Chazal—may be effec-
tive. With this direct communication, she 
may also be more receptive to your con-
cerns about this pattern of procrastination.   

Perhaps the most important skill a 
person can develop to manage with the 
avoidant type of procrastination is the will-
ingness to experience discomfort. If she can 
be mindful of the urge to push it off, she can 

Feel free to send in any parenting  
questions you may have to  
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).

Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD is a Licensed Clinical 
Psychologist (Israel and U.S.) offering Evi-
dence-Based Solutions for Individuals and 
Couples

also become more skillful at resisting that 
urge, and choosing to do the work anyway 
in a more timely way.  

It is unlikely that she will be completely 
rid of the urge to procrastinate, and at a 
certain point, it is not your responsibility to 
fix it for her. But with a little patience and 
little guidance, you can help your daughter 
learn how to apply herself in ways that will 
build lifelong habits toward success! 

Rechavia: near Shaarei Chesed, 
4-room, 82m, bright, balcony, parking, 
3,650,000 NIS

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 
95m, Sukka balcony, beautiful 
panoramic view, Shabbat elevator, 
private parking, 3,290,000 NIS

Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130m, 
Sukkah balcony, elevator, 5,200,000 NIS

Old Katamon: New building, 4-room, 
95m, Sukka balcony, parking, 4,400,000 NIS

Nachlaot: private house, 90m, building 
rights for another 2 floors, 4,500,000 NIS

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

1.  Vulnerability. With the Jewish peo-
ple’s arrival at Mt. Sinai the Torah makes 
note of their previous encampment: “They 
journeyed from Rephidim, and they arrived 
in the desert of Sinai.”(Shemot 19:1). Rashi 
questions this redundancy since the name 
of their last stop has already been stated 
earlier. Rabbi Soloveitchik pointed out 
that Rephidim was the location of Amalek’s 
attack on Israel. The people experienced 
suffering and loss. They responded to this 
experience with the enhanced realization 
that they needed God in their lives. Rephi-
dim orchestrated this transformation. The 
experience of vulnerability brings one 
closer to God. Rephidim brought the Jewish 
people to Sinai. (Noraot HaRav, Vol. 5, pp. 
90-91)

2. Preparation: A three day unit of time 
ushers in the giving of the Torah: “And they 
shall be prepared for the third day” (Shemot 
19:11). The commentator Onkelus trans-
lates the word ve’kidashtem (Ibid, 19:10) in 
this context to mean, ‘prepare.’  Holiness, 
says the Rav, requires preparation. In other 
words, holiness is not a transcendental 
phenomenon which arrives against man’s 

will. Man does not bear the yoke of holi-
ness if he doesn’t want it. Man must choose 
it, wait for it, yearn for it. Only then does 
holiness descend slowly and cleave to us 
(Divrei Hashkafa p. 146)

3. A Merciful Old Man: Rashi, quoting 
the Mechilta, indicates that God mani-
fested His presence at Sinai as a merciful 
older man. This is in stark contrast, says 
Rashi, to the warrior-like image that God 
displayed at the splitting of the Red Sea. At 
Sinai, when witnessing a vision of heaven, 
the verse says that they beheld “a brick of 
sapphire under His feet” (Shemot 24:10). 
This brick was before Him during Israel’s 
enslavement as a sign that God suffered 
along with them. The revelation at Sinai 
which was punctuated by the thunder and 
lightning that engendered fear and awe, 
concurrently underscored God’s humility, 
closeness and love for man. “Wherever you 
find might of the Holy One blessed be He 
you will also find His humility” (Talmud 
Megillah 31a) (Majesty and Humility pp. 
32-33).

4. One Word: “God pronounced all of 
the Ten Commandments in one utterance, 

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik zt"l: 
10 Insights on the  
10 Commandments, Part 1
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something which is impossible for man 
to speak in this manner” (Rashi, Shemot 
20:1). What significance does this hold for 
us? Chazal is highlighting the fact that the 
Ten Commandments are a unified whole. 
A Jew must accept all ten in their entirety. 
“To assent to some commandments while 
ignoring the others is at best absurd. 
Throughout Jewish history attempts have 
been made to split the Ten Command-
ments - to pick out those norms which in 
the opinion of some - have social and moral 
relevance  - and to abandon the theologi-
cal  premise of the unity of God.” (Noraot 
Harav, Vol, 5, pp. 13-17)

5. You, Change the World: Strikingly, the 
Almighty addresses the nation of Israel at 
Sinai in the singular form: “I am the Lord 
Your God…” (20:1) The Ramban notes 
that this is peculiar because just after this 
encounter the Almighty addressed the 
people in the plural form (Shemot 20:19), 
“you have all seen that from the heavens 
I have spoken to all of you.” The Ramban 
answers, “In order to warn each individual 
that if he transgresses a mitzvah he will be 
punished. It is not a communal obligation; 
every individual is summoned to observe 
the law.” The Rav expanded on this idea 
and asserted that commitment to a partic-
ular code of law requires the tenacity and 
the resolve to resist social pressures. He 
also highlighted the notion that the deci-
sions and actions of certain individuals can 
change the destiny of the community and 
even the nation. The Almighty directs his 
charge to the individual in order to let each 
person know that they have the potential 
in their hands to change the world (Noraot 
Harav, Vol. 12, pp.119-123). 



54     TORAH TIDBITS 1452 / YITRO 5782

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Hatov V’hameitiv, and the Yerushalmi 
views side benefit as sufficient. If that 
is the case, the rule is that we follow the 
Bavli, that Shehecheyanu would be said, 
not Hatov V’hameitiv. The Rosh (ibid.) and 
the Beit Yosef (OC 223:5), though, believe 
the two sources are compatible, explain-
ing that the Bavli does not mean to require 
a literal partner but one who joins in the 
benefit. The Shulchan Aruch (ibid.) there-
fore rules that a gift recipient recites Hatov 
V’hameitiv, whereas many poskim say that 
Shehecheyanu is said (see Mishna Berura 
223:21).

The Mishna Berura (ibid.) recommends 
resolving the issue in practice by doing 
Shehecheyanu. The Be’ur Halacha (ad loc.) 
explains that this is the safer choice. First, 
even if the higher-level beracha of Hatov 
V’hameitiv is called for, one still fulfills the 
requirement with Shehecheyanu (similarly 
to Shehakol being a valid beracha after the 
fact for all foods). Additionally, there is a 
respected opinion that when Hatov V’ham-
eitiv is called for, it means Hatov V’hameitiv 
in addition to Shehecheyanu. According to 
this opinion, Shehecheyanu is anyway war-
ranted, and we would omit the second 
beracha of Hatov V’hameitiv due to doubt. 

At first glance, your question depends on 
this machloket. After all, you are the one 
clear owner/user of the hearing aid who is 
benefitting directly. It is even possible that 
the Yerushalmi did not mean that Hatov 

Beracha on 
Hearing Aids

Question: I am excited to be getting 
hearing aids, which will improve my 
quality of life greatly, so that it deserves a 
Shehecheyanu. Considering that my family 
will find it easier to speak to me, should I 
recite Hatov V’hameitiv? 

Answer: Indeed Shehecheyanu is for 
important acquisitions; Hatov V’hameitiv is 
for those that also benefit others (Berachot 
59b; Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 223:5). 
The question is how direct the others’ ben-
efit must be.

The gemara (Berachot 59b) says that 
Hatov V’hameitiv applies to cases where 
the recipient has a partner, or that it is 
for him and a friend. The Yerushalmi 
(Berachot 9:3) says that an individual 
who receives a nice present recites Hatov 
V’hameitiv, and the Rosh (Berachot 9:16) 
explains that the gift giver also benefits, as 
it is nice to be able to give and to have it 
accepted. Tosafot (Berachot 59b) sees the 
two Talmudic sources as contradictory, as 
the Bavli requires joint ownership to make 
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 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ’Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

V’hameitiv is said on all cases of indirect 
benefit.

Your excellent outlook causes you to 
assume that at least Shehecheyanu is called 
for. Those people who dread hearing aids 
certainly would not make a beracha even if 
they are very helpful (see Magen Avraham 
223:10). It is less certain that people who 
value that which most people do not make 
a beracha (see Mishna Berura 223:24).

There is a machloket whether to recite 
Shehecheyanu on things which serve to rec-
tify or alleviate an unfortunate problem. 
Avnei Yashfeh (V:41) says to do so for a wheel 
chair or glasses if they bring him joy. Be’er 
Moshe (VIII:67) says the same about den-
tures. He claims that there is a proof from 
the halacha that when one’s parent dies 
and he inherits, he makes a beracha on the 
inheritance despite the tragedy (Berachot 
59b). One can deflect that proof, as inher-
itance is positive and not just rectifying a 
problem; therefore, it gets a beracha even if 
accompanies tragedy. This is different from 
a hearing aid, which just overcomes the 
ear’s malfunctioning. I have seen accounts 
of Rav SZ Auerbach (Berachos of Praise, p. 
201) and Rav Mazouz (online) saying that 
one does not make a beracha on medical 
appliances. There is also an old, although 
dubious, minhag to make Shehecheyanu 
only on clothes and not other articles (see 
Magen Avraham 223:5)  

Your happiness/thankfulness should 

find expression with a beracha. It is safer 
to do it by making a Shehecheyanu on some-
thing that definitely warrants it and having 
the hearing aid in mind. However, there is 
a strong enough case to make Shehechey-
anu (not Hatov V’hameitiv) independently 
if you like, all the more so regarding the 
latest hearing aids that have uses that go 
beyond fixing. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory Zoom 
class - "Behind the Scenes with the Vebbe 
Rebbe" - an analytical look at the sources, 
methodology, and considerations behind 
our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

The Mitzvah 
or the 
Personal 
Concerns?

Last time we saw the discussion between 
Chizkiyahu and Yeshayahu as to how much 
effort one must go to in order to have chil-
dren. “Chizkiyahu said: I had no children 
because I envisaged through divine inspi-
ration that the children that emerge from 
me will not be virtuous. Yeshayahu said to 
him: Why do you involve yourself with the 
secrets of the Holy One, Blessed be He? That 
which you have been commanded, you 
are required to perform, and that which is 
God’s responsibility let Him take care of.”

This suggests that one need not concern 
themselves with the fate of their children. 
If we have a Divine obligation to procreate, 
we must do so regardless of the possible 
negative outcomes.

Initially, this sounds counterintuitive; 
surely we must make sure that our children 
are healthy and will be contributing mem-
bers of society. If we know that this will not 
be the case, it would be logical to assume 
that in such a case we would be prevented 
from having children.

We can suggest that Yeshayahu had a 

different approach and a different mes-
sage for the sick king. Procreation is not a 
matter of personal choice; rather it is a reli-
gious imperative. We do not have children 
purely for our own benefit, or pleasure. 
We are under a Divine commandment to 
have children, and this must be the basis 
and foundation of the discussion and the 
eventual decision as to how to act.

Yeshayahu was sent by God to rebuke 
Chizkiyahu for remaining single and 
ignoring the obligation to get married and 
have children. After hearing Chizkiyahu’s 
excuse he brushes it off by claiming that 
the mitzvah of procreation overrides any 
concerns that the king may have regarding 
the nature of his future children.

What can we learn from this exchange? 
Can we understand this as an admonition 
against those who would refrain from hav-
ing children out of concern for the health 
and welfare of their children? Taken at face 
value we would have to instruct such a cou-
ple to continue to have children regardless 
of any personal concern that they may have.

This is a surprising position, but it 
stresses the supremacy of the observation 
of the mitzvot, even in a case in which a 
person has a legitimate claim to desist from 
fulfilling a specific commandment.

However, we could suggest a completely 
contrary position, by carefully analyzing 
the continuation of the Talmudic tale.

More on this next time. 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         57

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

Do We  
Know What 
We Hear?

In this day and age of the global village, 
Internet, Twitter, Tic-Tac, and other media 
outlets, it is not easy to keep a secret. How-
ever, as is well-known, “beauty” is in the eye 
of the beholder: Two people view the same 
event through different eyes, interpreting 
reality based on personal preferences and 
viewpoints. What they hear (and see) is 
both subjective and selective.

So, when the opening lines of our Parsha 
declare that “Yitro, the Minister of Midian 
and father-in-law of Moshe, heard all that 
Hashem did to Moshe and Israel, His peo-
ple – that Hashem took Israel out of Egypt” 
– What did he hear and which “Yitro” pro-
cessed what he heard?

Was it Yitro, Moshe’s father-in-law, or 
Jethro, the Midianite priest? And what 
precisely did he hear? Following opinions 
expressed in the Talmud, he heard about (1) 
the war with Amalek (the account of which 
precedes our Parsha) or (2) the Splitting 
of the Sea or (3) Matan Torah (cf. Zeraim 
116a). For Rashi, the first two options trig-
gered Yitro’s conversion to Judaism.

The Maharal asks, wouldn’t either of 
these events have been enough to spur 

Yitro to enter into the fold? Why does Rashi 
indicate both events?

It appears that when Yitro heard these 
matters, he was already disposed to see 
Hashem in all His various guises; no longer 
would he propose that there was a separate 
god for the sun and another for the earth. 

For when Yitro heard of the Splitting of 
the Sea, he recognized Hashem’s power 
over water, that primary source of life. Fur-
thermore, he became aware of Hashem’s 
supremacy over nature in the skies when 
Hashem stilled the sun towards the end-
game of the battle with Amalek (Maharal). 
Both these exceptional happenings were 
executed by the “Hand of God,” as opposed 
to the more localized plagues managed by 
the “Finger of God.” As such, they had a 
devastating effect on all the surrounding 
peoples. 

These were the lessons drawn by Yitro. 
Moreover, says the Maharal, the reverber-
ating voice that spread across the nations at 
Har Sinai would poignantly have prevailed 
upon Yitro as an encapsulating, higher-level 
universal experience that established for 
him, once and for all, Hashem’s supremacy 
and dominion over the entire world. 

We Pay More 4 Gold & Diamonds 
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RABBI IMMANUEL
BERNSTEIN

GUEST DVAR TORAH

The Tenth 
Commandment

At the center of our parashah is the Reve-
lation at Sinai and the Aseret Hadibrot – the 
Ten Commandments – presented to us by 
Hashem on that occasion. The tenth of the 
commandments is: Lo Tachmod – do not 
covet your fellow’s house, wife etc.1 Prob-
ably the most famous question regarding 
this commandment is raised by the Ibn 
Ezra: How can the Torah tell me not do 
desire something? If my neighbor has a 
nice house or wife etc., it is only natural for 
me to desire them! Granted, in terms of act-
ing on this thought, the Torah can instruct 
me not to take these items from him, but 
the thought itself is surely in a realm that 
is beyond a person’s control, no? 

Actually, says the Ibn Ezra, no.
Many of the things we think or feel are 

1  Shemot 20: 14.

shaped by the way we see things. For exam-
ple, a common villager who sees a beautiful 
princess may admire her beauty, but the 
notion of “I would like her for myself” does 
not even cross his mind. Why not? Because 
it is clear to him that it could never happen. 
We see that one’s vision of things can indeed 
prevent even a thought from entering his 
mind. Likewise, says the Ibn Ezra, if it is 
fundamentally clear to a person that what 
his fellow has is what has been ordained for 
them by Heaven, which means Hashem has 
decided that it is for them and not for him, 
the notion of obtaining it will be as removed 
from his consciousness as the princess from 
the villager.

In addition to answering his basic ques-
tion, this idea of the Ibn Ezra gives us 
profound insight regarding the entire com-
mandment of Lo Tachmod. As we know, 
mitzvot are divided into two categories: bein 
adam laMakom and bein adam le’chaveiro – 
between man and God and between man 
and his fellow man. Now, the prohibition 
against coveting one’s fellow’s property 
would surely appear to fit squarely within 
the second category, and to a certain degree 
it definitely does. Yet at the same time, the 
perspective which enables its fulfillment 
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derives specifically from an idea that lies in 
the realm between man and God!

Additionally, although Lo Tachmod 
is stated in the negative (“Do not covet”), 
which generally identifies the prohibited 
entity as the focus of the command, in 
this case, the way to fulfill the command is 
actually positive. For ultimately, the com-
mandment is not “Do not think or feel that,” 
but rather, “Develop a perspective whereby 
such a thought will not enter your mind.”

A further perspective on the basis for 
the commandment of Lo Tachmod is find 
in the words of the Sages themselves. The 
Midrash in Parashat Kedoshim2 explains 
that the opening verses of that parashah 
parallel the Ten Commandments. Some of 
these parallels are immediately apparent: 
both contain references to keeping Shab-
bos, respecting parents, belief on Hashem 
and avoiding idol-worship. But what about 
Lo Tachmod? Which verse in Kedoshim 
parallels that commandment? The answer, 
says the Midrash, is the verse which states: 
מוָֹך“ כָּ ְלֵרֲעָך   Love your neighbor as – ְוָאַהְבתָּ 
yourself”!3

This is a most profound and elevating 

2  Vayikra Rabbah 24:5.
3  Vayikra 19:18.

Born and raised in London; learned in Yeshi-
vas Ateres Yisrael;  received semicha from R' 
Chaim Walkin; a rebbe in Yeshivas Machon 
Yaakov, Har Nof, as well as teaches in various 
seminaries in Yerushalayim

statement. The Midrash is informing us 
that, ultimately, the background to the 
Torah commanding us not to covet some-
one else’s possessions is not just to be 
content ourselves with what we have, but 
to be happy for them with what they have! 
The goal of the Mitzvah is not for one to 
remove his fellow’s possessions from his 
thoughts; it is to bring his fellow together 
with his possessions into his heart and to 
rejoice in his success. 

The Mishnah in Pirkei Avot4 states: “איזהו 
 Who is rich? One who – עשיר? השמח בחלקו
is happy with his portion.” The simple 
reading of this Mishnah is that it refers to 
someone who is content and happy with 
what he owns. However, the Kotzker Rebbe 
would explain the Mishnah as saying: Who 
is rich? A person who can regard his fellow 
and be שמח בחלקו – happy with his portion! 
One who can see someone else’s prosperity 
and be happy on his behalf is truly rich. 

4  4:1.
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
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Yitro – Shevat 
Update:

Home gardens:
We are in the middle of the shemitah 

year, and the prohibitions of working the 
soil apply in full. At this time of year, we 
generally prune deciduous trees and grape-
vines. During the shemitah year, this action 
is forbidden.

During a storm, it is permissible to bring 
plants indoors and take them back out after 
the storm subsides. If the drainage holes in 
planters clog, it is permissible to open them 
up to prevent damage to the plant.

At this stage of the year, bulbs buried 
before the start of shemitah have started 
to sprout following the rain. If they are not 
edible, it is permissible to water them as 
needed to prevent them from dying.

Several types of fruit trees already have 
fruit that began to develop (this stage is 

termed chanatah) after the start of the 
shemitah year (lemons, kumquat, loquats, 
sabra and certain strains of peaches). 
From the time they begin to develop, it is 
forbidden to take down the fruit or prune 
branches laden with fruit before they ripen. 
If you know they began to develop after 
Rosh Hashanah, they have kedushat she-
vi’it. If you’re not sure, handle the fruit as 
having kedushat shevi’it but also separate 
terumot and ma’aserot without a blessing.

Fruit in the market:
Only fruits that begin to develop during 

shemitah have kedushat shevi’it.
Most fruits in supermarkets began grow-

ing before shemitah, so they do not have 
kedushat shevi’it.

Exceptions:
Blueberry, pitaya, passion fruit, prickly 

pear (sabra), Peruvian apple, and star fruit 
(carambola). 

All of the above began to grow during 
shemitah so check for proper shemitah 
kashrut certification. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
New on the Market - Baka, Mordechai Hayehudi st. - 
rare & charming, 4 room, 75m, ground floor 
with 54m garden, private entrance, high 
ceilings, good condition. 3.59m shekel
Great opportunity in Musrara, Chulada Hanevia st. -
5.5 rooms, 130m on 3 levels with a 50m garden, 
private entrance, full of charm, 4.3m shekel
For Rent- 25m studio by the Great 
Synagogue, breathtaking views from this 4 
floor walk up with a 70m terrace. Immediate.  
2900NIS/ month

William A. Gerber 
02-6480195 053-654-9598

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Need help in preparing, 
completing, or correctly signing 
and executing your important 
legal or business documents for 
use in New York State or other 
American jurisdictions?
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Ayelet Spira Cohen 
Raanana Chapter 
Director

Looking From The 
Outside

Every Parsha in the Torah gets its name 
from one of the first words used. While 
this explains why this Parsha is named 
Yitro, it does not explain why that event 
needed to be placed at the start of the 
Parsha as opposed to anywhere else, like 
the end of last week’s Parsha. The ques-
tion can also be asked- why is this story 
necessary at all? With other major events 
happening in this week’s portion, like the 
-why does Yitro and his com ,עשרת הדיברות
ing to visit, merit the naming of the Parsha 
after him?

The nation had been enslaved for 400 
years and throughout that time the slave 
mentality taught them to do whatever 
was necessary to survive. When the time 
came to leave Egypt, they were required to 
simply follow the lead and seemingly did 
not have time to stop and appreciate what 
was happening around them. The process 
of leaving was so intense that it is hard to 
believe anyone who was part of it could 
really understand what they were truly 
experiencing. 

Throughout the exodus story and into 
the continuation of the Torah, there are 
many examples of Bnei Yisrael seemingly 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

not fully appreciating the grand events that 
are happening right in front of them every 
second. For us, it is easy to read and crit-
icize. To fathom how anyone, let alone a 
nation, can find room to complain when 
there is food appearing for them in the des-
ert to prevent starvation. The reality is that 
when you are in the center of something, it 
becomes hard to see the reality for what it 
is. Bnei Yisrael experienced open miracles 
on such a constant basis that it became the 
norm. 

This is why we need Yitro to teach us 
that sometimes you need to look at a situa-
tion from afar in order to truly appreciate 
it. Being that Yitro was on the outside, he 
was completely in awe and amazed to hear 
what had happened. Sometimes we must 
look at our lives from an outsider’s perspec-
tive in order to appreciate the greatness in 
our lives, even if it has become mundane 
in our eyes.

Aharon 
Rosensweig
11th Grade, 
Raanana

The True Meaning of  
כיבוד הורים

In this week’s Parsha, the Jewish peo-
ple were given the Ten Commandments 

Refuah Shleima:
נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
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ABU TOR - Very spacious townhouse, closed 
street with an electric gate, 2 terraces  
(17 m2) + 2 gardens (150 m2), breathtaking 
view,  2 car parks,  private entrance - rented 
9300 nis / month

4900000 NIS   MICHAEL 052-3202488
In the heart of Baka - renovated building, 
new 4 rooms, 5th floor + Shabbat elevator,  
2 balconies, sukkah 

3600000 NIS – MICHAEL 052-3202488 
REHAVIA/Wolfson - 4.5 rooms, spacious,  
1st floor, elevator, porch, central heat + a/c, 
quiet, close to City Center 

3600000 NIS   MENDEL 052-8980111
In the heart of Baka - On a small & pastoral 
street, huge garden (138m2), possibility to 
add 45 m2, renovated, close to the Train 
Station

5000000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

to teach them the rules that they must live 
by. One of those rules is respecting your 
parents: כבד את אביך ואת אמך למען יאריכון ימיך” 

על האדמה אשר ה' אלהיך נותן לך”

It seems simple. If you respect and help 
your parents, you will live a long life. But 
why is that, specifically, the reward?

Rav Saadya Gaon proposes an interest-
ing answer. Often, as parents get older, they 
start to rely on their children to help them 
with their needs. Whether those needs are 
food, money, transportation, or anything 
else, there will be times when a child will 
struggle with respecting and assisting his 
or her parents. However, they should find 
a way to power through that struggle, and 
give the people that raised them the good 
treatment they deserve.

That’s why the reward of a long life 
makes so much sense as a  מידה כנגד מידה: If 
a person works hard to help their parents 
with their needs, they will have earned the 
same treatment from their children.

 It’s like the Torah’s version of paying it 
forward, where showing gratitude to those 
around you will most likely merit you that 
same gratitude, especially when it comes 
to parents. 

I hope we can all succeed in keeping 
this wonderful commandment, as well as 
all the others, and be deserving of the long 
life that it describes. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

054-527-9356

DIRTY AIR,
DAMP & MOLD
GREEN  
TREATMENT 
EXPERTS

- Corona Cleaning
- Deodorization
- Leak Detection Systems
- Waterproofing
- English + Hebrew Reports
- Working at heights - Insured
- Quality House Painting

QUICK FREE ESTIMATE/
ADVICE :)

Refuah Shleima:
Martha Bat Masha

רפואה שלמה לאהרון יהודה בן טובה

injured in the terrorist attack

this past Sunday at the Kotel



 
 

Donor Stewardship Associate
Provide administrative support for the stewardship team,

 bridging the operations on the ground 
in Israel to the fundraising efforts and donors around the world. 

Provide administrative support for the stewardship team,
 bridging the operations on the ground in Israel 

to the fundraising efforts and donors around the world. Bilingual.
 

רכז/ת שיווק דיגיטלי ומדיה חברתית
 עבודה צמודה ותיאום מלא עם צוות אגף מדיה, הפועל בשפה האנגלית

ניצול נכון של קמפיינים וחומרים בינ"ל לגיוס כספים בעברית והתאמתם לקהל יעד ישראלי
 

Email your resume to careers@israelrescue.org with job in the subject line
or check out our website for a full description.

https://israelrescue.org/jobs

Looking to advance your career? 
Hone your skills at a workplace

 that not only promises growth but also supports Israel?

Check out our openings

High level Hebrew and ability to communicate in English.

and Help 
Save Lives

Amazing Team o
ur

  


