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Incredible 
Investment

“Keriyat Yam Suf and Shirat Hayam”- 
clearly one of the greatest moments in the 
history of the Jewish people. At this junc-
ture, Am Yisrael say, “Zeh Keli veanvehu”, 
this is my G-d, and I will glorify Him. (She-
mot 15:2).  What can we learn from this 
proclamation, how is it relevant to us?

“Zeh” always indicates pointing at some-
thing that one perceives right before his 
eyes.  Indeed, chazal teach that when the 
waters of the Yam Suf split, even a maid-
servant was able to see visions greater 
than those beheld by Yechezkel Hanavi 
(Mechilta). Rav Shmuelevitz asks a com-
pelling question. If indeed a maidservant 
saw such exalted visions, why is she still 
referred to as a shifchah, a maidservant? 
Would it not be more appropriate to call her 
a maidservant who became a prophetess?  
He responds that since she did not develop 
herself to reach this level, it remained a 
burst of inspiration, a short-term vision, 
unlike the holy prophets who spent years 
of refinement and spiritual growth to attain 
such sublime levels. When it comes to spir-
itual endeavors there is no easy way out. 

For one to really grow, it is not enough to 
move from one moment of inspiration to 
the next. One must do the hard work, even 
when it is not necessarily inspiring and 
continue to grow, invest and connect.

Indeed, the very phrase zeh Keli vean-
vehu gives us the formula to succeed in our 
pursuit of holiness and spirituality. Rashi 
explains the word “veanvehu” as a directive 
to beautify the mitzvot. Examples include 
having a beautiful sukkah, lulav, shofar, 
nice ink to write tfilin and sifrei Torah, 
among others. Rav Kalheim in Aderet Emu-
nah explains that hidur mitzvah, beautifying 
a mitzvah, is not an extra component to the 
mitzvah, rather it is an integral part of the 
mitzvah.  Beautifying a mitzvah is an outer 
expression of one’s inner desire to connect 
with Hashem. Investing time and energy to 
do a mitzvah in the most beautiful and spe-
cial way reflects the degree to which one 
values the mitzvah.  Rav Kook z”l finds a 
splendid example of this in the story of the 
Akeidah.  Avraham Avinu cuts the wood for 
the anticipated sacrifice before he begins 
his journey. But why should he travel with 
this extra burden when he could easily have 
found wood at his destination?  Avraham 
Avinu wanted to ensure that it was the best 
and finest wood for his sacrifice; preparing 
the wood was an expression of his love. It is 
not a coincidence then, chazal teach, that in 
the merit of “vayivaka atzei olah”, and he 
split the wood for the offering (Bereisheet 
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22:3), that “vayibak’u hamayim” and the 
waters split (Shemot 14:21). Avraham’s 
love and desire to fulfill Hashem’s com-
mand inspired the shira, a culmination of 
the awareness “zeh keli veanvehu”, how to 
enhance a mitzvah so that it reflects the 
inner love and passion.

Rav Wolbe z”l elaborates. Beautify-
ing a mitzvah is not relegated to mitzvot 
bein adam lamakom.  We must beautify 
our mitzvot bein adam lachavero, in our 
interpersonal relationships as well. When 
writing a letter or an email to a friend, per-
haps add a line that shows you care, that 
you take interest in their lives.  When giving 
a gift, ensure that it is packaged beautifully 
and tastefully, don’t simply look at the dis-
counted price.

Similarly Rav Moshe Feinstein z”l notes 
that just as one spends a lot of money 
and effort to decorate their house in an 
appealing and elegant manner, one should 
likewise invest in the mitzvot he does.  
Mitzvot are our lives, and our priorities 
need to reflect that reality.

When one pays greater attention to 
ensure that he/she does mitzvot with the 
dignity and beauty they deserve, not only 
does he  invest in the mitzvah, but he is also  
investing in the relationship itself. 
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ARNONA- AMAZING 5 BEDROOM  
TOWNHOUSE

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il

5 bedroom townhouse, 166sqm, 
private entrance, easy access,  

fully renovated, 50sqm garden, 
50sqm balcony, nice, airy, full of 

light, serious sellers, attractive price

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA: townhouse, 5 bedrooms, elevator, 2 succa 
balconies, private parking, renovated, storage, huge 
living room and master bedroom, light and green
MALCHA: 4.5 room  garden apartment, private en-
trance, fully renovation, 3 bathrooms, 100m garden, 
storage, parking, amazing view, light, quiet, only 
3,590,000 NIS
ARNONA - new building - 2 bedrooms, Shabbat ele-
vator, parking, amazing view of the Old City, en suite, 
light, a/c, private heating, amazing price 2,190,000nis
BAKA: amazing deal, 3 bedrooms, ground floor, 85m, 2 
balconies, center location, the best price on the market 
only 1,950,000nis
HANOCH ALBAK ST: amazing garden apartment, 3 
bedrooms, easy access, no steps, ensuite, parking, 
storage, renovated, amazing living space with a huge 
garden, attractive
ARNONA - 3 bedrooms,  elevator, parking, storage, a/c, 
private heating, ensuite, balcony, airy, full of light, very 
nice living space, new kitchen, close to Baka

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246


