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In just a few days we will commemo-
rate Tu B’Shvat, referred to in the oral 
tradition as Rosh HaShana La’Ilanot- 

The New Year of the Trees.
As a child, I never really understood this 

idea of a new year for the trees. I recall 
eating fruits, including that very peculiar 
looking and even more peculiar tasting 
piece of carob, and remember getting those 
certificates saying that my parents had 
planted a tree in Israel in my honor on Tu 
B’Shvat, but that was about the extent of my 
Tu B’Shvat commemoration. How exactly 
are we to understand this yom tov of Rosh 
HaShana La’Ilanot?

One of the great religious personalities of 
the pre-state Yishuv and early years of Medi-
nat Yisrael, was the Ohalei Yaakov  of Tel 
Aviv,  Rabbi Yaakov Friedman, the Admor 
of Husiyatin zy’a. The Rebbe of Husiyatin, 
was fortunate to make aliya from Poland, just 
ahead of the Nazi onslaught, settling in Tel 
Aviv  in 1938, where he lived until his passing 
in 1956. Within the Rebbe’s beautiful teach-
ings we not only find depth and inspiration, 
but are often given a glimpse of  this very 
challenging period in Jewish History.

In a stirring teaching which the Rebbe 
delivered at his Tu B’shvat tisch, on the eve 
of Tu B’Shvat  in 1951, the Rebbe gives us per-
spective not only on Tu B’Shvat as the Rosh 
HaShana of the trees, but also of the reality of 
life here in Artzeinu HaKedosha during those 
difficult formative years of Medinat Yisrael. 

The Rebbe shared these powerful words:
“The minhag on Tu B’Shvat is to eat the 

fruits of Eretz Yisrael, but sadly we are unable 
to fulfill this custom at this time here in Eretz 
Yisrael, the many fruits for which the Land of 
Israel is praised, are not growing here at this 
time. To our great distress, during the many 
years of galut, Eretz Yisrael has ceased being 
a Land flowing with milk and honey. But now, 
with the miraculous establishment of Medi-
nat Yisrael, it would seem that now is the time 
that the Land will soon once again return to 
being that eretz zavat chalav u’dvash...

...Indeed these great revelations of divine 
kindness that Hashem has revealed to us, is 
just the very beginning of our redemption, 
the salvation we continue to long for each 
and every day. The siman (sign), that indeed 
that geula is coming closer, will be when the 
land once again returns to be an eretz zavat 
chalav u’dvash. When the land begins to 
fully blossom once again, and produce the 
many sweet fruits, then we will know that 
our redemption is coming closer...”

Baruch Hashem, in our day, more than 
seventy years since the Rebbe uttered these 
poignant words, Eretz Yisrael has indeed 
returned to being that eretz zavat chalav 
u’dvash.

Yehi Ratzon, may we merit to see the 
geula shleima, which this powerful teach-
ing from the Ohalei Yaakov zy’a suggests, 
is just around the corner. Shana Tova, 
Moadim Lisimcha Lgeula Shleima! 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 


